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PREFACE 


HIS  book  is  the  same  in  matter  and  illustra- 
tions as  the  Bridgeport  part  of  the  "  History 
of  Stratford  and  Bridgeport,"  with  the  ad- 
dition of  the  Supplementary  papers.  It 
was  believed  that  a  number  of  copies  of 
this  part  of  the  larger  work  might  be  wanted 
by  persons  not  particularly  interested  in 


\Stratford  history,  but  who  would  like  to  have  a  history  of 


'^^^^ridgeport. 

In  the  preparation  of  this  work  the  author  has  been 
greatly  aided  by  many  citizens,  especially  by  R.  B.  Lacey, 
Esq.,  Major  W.  B.  Hincks  and  George  C.  Waldo,  Esq.; 
the  two  former  of  these  had  been  engaged  for  quite  a 
number  of  years  in  making  valuable  collections,  and  the 
latter  was  familiar  as  well  as  they  in  modern  information 
concerning  the  city.  About  thirty  years  ago  Mr.  Lacey 
persuaded  Isaac  Sherman,  Esq.,  to  write  his  recollections 
of  Stratfield  and  Bridgeport,  in  connection  with  a  map  of 
the  territory.  These  two  productions  have  been  of  great 
service  in  presenting  this  work  in  the  form  in  which  it  is 
now  printed,  making  the  record  so  much  more  complete 
than  it  otherwise  could  have  been. 

The  author  and  the  public  in  general  are  greatly  in- 
debted to  the  Fairfield  County  Historical  Society,  for  had 
that  society  not  been  organized  this  book  would  not  have 
been  written.  Their  cordial  commendatory  support,  and 
the  financial  aid  rendered  by  a  number  of  its  members, 
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with  Others,  have  been  the  basis  of  action  from  the  com- 
mencement to  the  completion  of  the  work  ;  and  to  them 
the  author  cheerfully  acknowledges  his  many  obligations. 
He  has  also  great  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  honor 
and  value  bestowed  upon  the  work  by  those  persons  who 
have  contributed  illustrations  to  it,  especially  the  steel  plate 
prints,  which  are  first-class  in  the  art  of  engraving,  by 
which  in  a  few  years  the  book  will  be  invaluable. 

The  labor  of  producing  this  book  has  been  continued 
among  the  most  agreeable  associations  which  have  ever 
fallen  to  the  lot  of  the  writer,  and  it  is  almost  with  regret 
that  he  closes  the  work  by  subscribing  himself. 

The  Author. 
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CHAPTER  1. 


STRATFIELD  SOCIETY. 


RIDGEPORT,  denominated  Park  City, 
stands  on  the  shore  of  Lonof  Island  Sound, 
filty-five  miles  from  New  York  City.  The 
locality,  when  first  seen  by  English  people, 
was  the  site  of  an  Indian  village  of  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  wigwams,  occupied 
by  five  or  six  hundred  Indians,  of  the 
Pequonnock  settlement  or  tribe.  The  south- 
ern part  of  the  territory  for  about  a  mile  in 
width  was  a  part  of  a  fertile  plain  of  a  sandy, 
gravelly  and  loamy  soil,  extending  along  the 
shore  of  the  Sound  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Housatonic  River  to  Southport,  a  distance  of 
twelve  miles.  This  plain  when  discovered  by 
the  English  was  covered  with  forests  only  in 
part,  there  being  intervening  fields,  which  in  places  were  cul- 
tivated by  the  Indians  in  raising  corn.  At  a  distance  of  about 
a  mile  from  the  shore,  the  hills  begin  to  rise,  and  continue 
gradually  northward  for  twelve  or  fifteen  miles,  furnishing  a 
fine  farming  country,  and  many  most  picturesque  localities. 

The  City  of  Bridgeport  being  so  favorably  situated,  it 
could,  if  it  should  ever  see  fit,  extend  itself  to  a  half  million 
of  inhabitants,  with  perfect  safety  to  health,  ease  of  access, 
charming  picturesqueness  of  local  parts,  and  unsurpassed 
salubrity  of  atmosphere  from  the  great  ocean  and  the  hills  of 
the  country. 

With  these  advantages  in  its  favor,  Bridgeport  has  be- 
come a  city  of  about  forty  thousand  inhabitants,  and  the 
story  of  its  growth,  from  the  first  few  families  which  sat 
down  among  the  Indians  about  the  year  1665,  until  it  reached 
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its  present  maturity  of  numbers,  is  to  be  briefly  told  in  the 
succeeding  pages. 

Two  families  at  first  located  west  of  the  Pequonnock 
river  within  the  township  of  Stratford.  These  were  Henry 
Summers,  Sen.,  and  Samuel  Gregory,  and  their  first  houses 


THE  LOG  HOUSE  OF  1665. 


were  probably  log  houses,'  located  near  the  present  junction 
of  Park  and  Washington  avenues. 


'  The  accompanying  cut  of  the  log-house  was 
man,  as  representing  the  kind  of  house  some  of 
resided  in  at  their  first  settlement  here. 


drawn  by  Esquire  Isaac  Sher- 
his  ancestors  at  Pequonnock 


Str  at  field  Society. 
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At  that  time  there  were  no  highways  laid  out  in  the 
vicinity.  A  reservation  of  four  rods  wide  on  the  east  side  of 
the  boundary  1  ine  between  Fairtieid  and  istratiord,  for  a  high- 
way, had  been  made  in  laying  out  the  lots  of  land  along  that 
line,  but  the  highway  had  not  been  surveyed.  A  well-worn 
Indian  path,  which  served  as  a  cartway,  passed  to  the  north- 
east over  Golden  Hill  where  now  Washington  avenue  is 
located  ;  which  was  made  a  legal  highway  in  1686,  and 
passed  diagonally  through  the  Indians'  Reservation.  The 
one  hundred  and  more  wigwams  were  mostly  located  near 
the  springs  on  the  southern  declivity  of  Golden  Hill. 

It  was  in  16S7,  when  the  King's  highway,  now  North 
avenue,  was  laid  out,  and  still  later  when  the  Toilsome  Hill 
road,  now  Park  avenue,  was  surve3'ed. 

The  one  relieving  social  comfort  to  these  earliest  settlers, 
although  there  were  a  few  neighbors  residing  at  Old  Mill 
Green,  was  the  fact  that  the  Fairfield  men  had  crowded  out 
eastward  nearly  to  Stratford  line,  for  Col.  John  Burr's  home 
had  been  established  some  years,  when  the  celebrated  Indian 
council  was  held  under  the  oak  tree  in  May,  16S1,  which  was 
about  half  a  mile  west  from  Samuel  Gregory's  house.^ 

The  Indians  were  so  numerous  that  the  children  of  these 
families  were  afraid  to  go  out  of  their  dwellings,  and  if  they 
were  out  and  saw  an  Indian  coming  they  ran  with  great 
fright  to  get  into  their  houses.  Persons  are  now  living  who 
have  seen  those  who  heard  others  tell  how  dreadfully  afraid 
the}'  were  of  the  Indians  when  they  were  children,  and  had 
many  times  run  to  enter  their  homes  to  escape  the  coming 
Indians  ;  and  the  Indian  children,  it  is  said,  were  equally 
afraid  of  the  white  people. 

Thus  began  the  home  of  the  white  man,  where  now  sits 
the  queen  of  the  realm — the  city  of  Bridgeport,  with  her 
towering  spires,  fine  public  buildings,  elegant  residences  and 
beautiful  parks.  Then  there  were  only  two  families,  now 
there  are  ten  thousand,  nearly.  But  it  was  so  long  ago  !  two 
hundred  and  fifteen  years.  The  first  hundred  years  produced 
only  a  farming  community,  with  beautiful  fields,  comely  resi- 
dences and  a  numerous,  toiling,  happy  people,  with  now  and 


'  See  page  49  of  ihe  History  of  Old  Stratford  .md  Bridgeport. 
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then  a  vessel  sailing'  out  of  the  harbor.  The  next  fifty-nine 
years  gave  the  embryo  citv,  and  the  life  of  that  city  for  sixty- 
one  years  gives  the  aggregate  of  nearly  forty  thousand  living 


THE  BURR  HOUSE  AND  THE  HISTORIC  OAK  TREE.     {See  page  J.) 
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souls.  Then  there  were  two  log  houses  and  a  hundred  wig-- 
wams  ;  now  the  blazing  sunlight  is  dazzled  by  its  own  re- 
flected rays,  from  ten  thousand  roofs,  spires,  minarets,  castles 
and  domes  lifted  to\vards  the  king  of  day  by  skilled,  artistic 
hands.  Then  the  weary  ox  dragged  slowly  the  jolting  cart 
along  the  stumpy  highway  as  if  an  age  were  too  short  for  the 
journey  of  a  dav,  now  the  flying  monster  engine  drives  along 
upon  the  polished  steel  as  if  a  day  were  too  long  for  the 
journey  of  an  age,  and  the  blazing  electric  fires  dispel  the 
midnight  darkness  that  of  yore  was  far  too  long  for  the  sleep 
of  man.  The  farmer  in  his  manly  frock  of  tow  plowed  the 
smooth  fields  and  gathered  in  his  abundant  harvest  from  vear 
to  year  with  increasing  pleasure  and  gain  ;  while  his  womanly 
wife  spun  the  tow  to  make  the  frock  and  provided  the  frugal, 
healthful  repast,  by  the  strength  of  which  the  harvests  were 
gathered  and  the  homes  made  comfortable,  cheerful  and 
attractive  to  kindred  and  friends  far  and  near.  But  the 
charming  old  country  homes  have  long  since  departed  to  give 
place  to  their  burnished  city  successors. 

Such  was  the  ordinary  life  eighty  and  a  hundred  years 
ago,  where  now  the  streets  are  thronged  with  rich  costumes 
of  silks  and  satins,  and  gay,  brilliantly  ornamented  equipages, 
the  product  of  a  marvelous  growth  of  industrial  and  com- 
mercial enterprises,  such  as  is  not  frequent  in  New  England. 

Here  grew  up  on  these  farms  a  multitude  of  strong,  enter- 
prising young  men,  who,  fortunately,  are  not  all  yet  departed 
to  the  land  of  rest,  by  the  strength  of  their  paternal,  physical 
and  intellectual  inheritances,  have  made  a  fame  of  honor  at 
home  and  abroad,  for  their  native  place,  such  as  to  challentrc 
the  rivalry  of  all  neighboring  regions  or  countries;  and  with 
these  young  men  grew  up  also,  beautiful,  intelligent  and  finelv 
cultivated  young  ladies,  the  equal  in  every  respect  to  their 
'  accomplished  brothers  and  successful  men  of  the  community. 

But  in  order  to  a  lull  understanding  of  the  great  changes 
which  have  taken  place  in  this  locality,  and  the  success  which 
has  marked  the  enterprising  efforts  of  the  people,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  review  the  history  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  years, 
or  from  1665  to  1885,  by  an  abbreviated  account  of  the  various 
stages  through  which  the  citizens  of  this  locality  have  passed. 


I 
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The  third  and  fourth  settlers  in  this  place  were  appar- 
ently Capt.  John  Beardsley,  near  Samuel  Greo^ory's  home, 
on  now  Park  avenue,  and  his  brother  Samuel  Beardsley,  east 
of  the  site  of  the  present  Bridgeport  jail,  or  as  one  of  the 
deeds  says,  "  west  of  Ireland's  brook  and  north  of  the  Fair- 
field road." 

Not  long  after,  Samuel  Wells,  son  of  the  first  John,  estab- 
lished his  home  in  what  is  now  the  southern  part  of  Bridge- 
port, east  side  of  Park  avenue,  and  there  dwelt  until  his 
decease  and  his  descendants  after  him  for  about  one  hundred 
years. 

Then  soon  cam.e  other  settlers  in  the  northern  part  of 
Bridgeport,  a  Hawley  family,  a  Booth  family  and  Sherman 
family,  and  others,  pushing  the  settlement  several  miles  back 
into  the  woods.  There  came  also  a  number  of  families  from 
Fairfield,  and  one,  Samuel  French,  from  Derby.  Although 
the  progress  was  slow  they  continued  to  grow  in  numbers 
and  wealth.  At  the  end  of  twenty-two  years  they  petitioned 
for  church  privileges,  but  did  not  succeed  until  twenty-five 
years  had  passed. 


The  Stratfield  Ecclesiastical  Society. 

The  movement  began  by  the  organization  of  a  school, 
which  is  described  by  Maj.  \Vm.  B.  Hincks  in  his  "  Historical 
Notes,"  as  follows 

"  The  oldest  document  signed  bv  the  inhabitants  of  the 
plantation  as  such,  that  1  have  been  able  to  find  any  account 
of,  is  a  petition  to  the  General  Court  dated  May,  1678,  sub- 
scribed by  Isaac  Wheeler,  John  Odell,  S"'.,  and  Matthew  Sher- 
wood, in  behalf  of  the  people  of  the  place.  The  distance  of 
nearly  four  miles  that  separates  them  from  Fairfield  Centre 
is  too  great,  they  say,  to  be  easily  traversed  by  the  children, 
especially  the  younger  ones,  and  therefore  they  had  set  up  a 
school  of  their  own,  and  employed  an  experienced  teacher. 
Forty-seven  children  were  already  in  attendance.    The  ex- 


'  Historical  Notes,  32. 
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pense  of  the  school  they  propose  to  bear  themselves,  but  ask 
to  be  freed  from  taxation  for  the  benefit  of  the  one  in  Fair- 
field. Rev.  Samuel  W'akeman,  minister  at  Fairfield,  adds  a 
favorable  indorsement  to  the  petition,  though  most  of  his 
parishioners  were  opposed  to  granting  it.  The  General 
Court  referred  the  matter  to  the  Fairfield  county  Court,  with 
power  to  act,  and  recommended  that  body  to  make  an  allow- 
ance to  the  petitioners,  equal  to  or  greater  than  their  annual 
school-tax."* 

This  action  of  the  General  Assembly  applied  only  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Fairfield,  residing  at  Pequonnock,  for  the  in- 
habitants of  Pequonnock,  in  Stratford  township,  had  a  school 
on  the  east  side  of  the  line  verv  early,  at  least  soon  after  the 
organization  of  the  Fairfield  Village  Society  ;  and  it  is  prob- 
able that  before  that  they  attended  school  at  Stratford  village. 

Whether  the  people  of  Pequonnock  held  services  before 
the  year  1690,  may  be  a  question,  since  Mr.  Chauncey  gave 
a  receipt,  as  follows,  except  a  little  part  of  it  which  is  torn 
from  the  page  of  the  record  book. 

"  said  inhabitants  to  me  the  said   the  year 

sixteen  hundred  eyghtey  and  eight  to  the  year  sixteen  hundred 

ninetey  and  foure  exclusively,  that  I  doe  fully  and  freely  as 

above  said  inhabitants  and  their  heirs  forever  from   as 

above  said  from  me  or  my  heirs,  &c.:  I  doe  of  Decem- 
ber, seventeen  hundred  . 

Subscribed,  Charles  Chauncey." 

This  indicates  that  he  had  served  the  people  as  a  minister 
or  school  teacher  from  1688  to  1694,  but  had  given  no  receipt 
for  the  salary  they  were  obligated  to  pay  him,  and  hence  the 
receipt  was  given  in  1700. 

The  first  page  of  the  earliest  Society's  book  contains  the 
following  record  : 

"The  Records  of  the  Acts  of  the  Society  of  Fairfield 
Village,  began  in  the  year  1693. 

It  was  then  voted  pr.  the  said  Society  that  Mr.  Charles 
Chauncey  for  his  encouragement  in  the  ministry  in  this  place 
shall  have  sixty  pounds  in  good  provisions  for  the  year  ensu- 


*  Col.  Rec,  iii.  S. 
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ing  to  be  paid  him  by  way  of  Rate,  each  man  according  to 
the  list  of  his  estate  given  in. 

"  March  19,  1694.  At  a  meeting  o\  the  Society  of  this 
place  it  was  voted  that  Mr.  Charles  Chauncey  should  have 
for  his  encouragement  in  the  ministry  sixty  pounds  in  good 
provisions  pay,  for  the  year  ensuing,  to  be  raised  by  u^ay  of 
Rate  according  to  custom." 

The  proprietors  of  undivided  lands  in  Stratford,  having 
given  certain  lands  to  other  societies  in  the  town,  gave  to 
this,  in  1719,  several  acres  of  land,  and  afterward  added  to 
the  number.  "  Granted  to  our  neighbors  of  Stratfield  parish 
that  belong  to  Stratford  fifteen  acres  of  pasture  land  .  .  .  for 
and  towards  the  support  of  a  Presbyterian  minister  amongst 
them  forever,  for  the  only  benefit  of  our  neighbors  belonging 
to  Stratford." 

"  i/of,  Mr.  Jos.  Bennitt  of  Stratfield,  having  payd  full 

satisfaction    majority  of  merchants  in  Stratfield  for  his 

trading  in  said  place — .Merchant :  the  said  society  do  acknowl- 
edge the  same  and  authorize  it  to  be  entered  on  the  record  of 
Stratfield,  Joseph  Bennit,  Merchant.    Voted  as  above. 

Samuel  Hubbell,  Clerk." 

This  shows  that  a  merchant  was  established  in  the  place 
by  the  vote  of  the  society. 

Twelve  years  later  the  second  petition  was  sent  to  the 
General  Assembly,  signed  bv  forty-si.x  tax-payers  for  ecclesias- 
tical privileges,  which  furnishes,  probably,  nearly  a  complete 
list  of  the  householders  in  the  settlement  in  the  year  1690.^ 


'    State  Papers,  Ecclesiastical,  i,  105.    Copy  furnished  to  Maj.  Wm. 

B.  HiNCKS,  BY  the  courtesy  OF  Mr.  C.  J.  HOADLY,  StATE  LIBRARIAN. 
Petition  for  Ecclesiastical  Privileges. 

"  To  the  Gen"  Court  of  Connecticut  (whom  we  honor),  in  their  next  session 
at  Hartford. 

We,  the  inhabitants  and  persons  of  Poquannock,  do  in  all  humility  address 
and  apply  ourselves  unto  you  in  mann''  method  and  form  following; 

Manifesting  unto  this  hono''*  respected  representative  body  that  this  vicinity 
of  Poquonnock  afores**  appertaineth  part  to  the  town  of  Fairfield,  and  part  to  the 
town  of  Stratford,  unto  which  two  townships  it  hath  been  fully  responsible  accord- 
ing to  obligations,  for  meeting  house  and  school  dues,  rates  and  assessments  ; 
we,  the  dwellers  there,  have  to  th?  towns  we  have  been  engaged  to,  ever  punct- 
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At  that  time,  Fairfield  opposed  the  request  of  the  petitioners, 
and  it  was  not  granted,  but  in  May,  1694,  they  renewed  their 
request,  and  no  opposition  being;  offered,  liberty  was  granted 
to  organize  a  society.  The  acquiescence  of  the  Fairfield  and 
Stratford  churches  was  perhaps  due  to  the  influence  of  the 
Rev.  Israel  Chauncey,  who  had  interested  himself  in  their 
behalf. 

Of  the  forty-six  names  attached  to  the  petition  of  1790, 
thirteen  of  them,  and  perhaps  others,  were  inhabitants  of 
Stratford,  residing  west  of  the  Pequonnock  river. 


ually  paid  our  acknowledgements,  taxes  and  charges,  as  we  have  from  time  to 
time  been  laid  under  such  bonds  and  indisputable  engagem".  But  njw  since  we 
are  by  the  blessing  and  grace  of  Almighty  God  risen  and  advanced  to  somewhat 
more  maturity  and  ripeness,  and  grown  more  populous  than  before,  in  capacity  to 
stand  within  ourselves,  without  running  for  succor  six  or  seven  miles  on  one 
hand,  and  at  least  four  on  the  other ;  we  doe  make  it  our  joynt  ardent  request  and 
passionate  petition  to  this  honour'd  esteem'd  Court,  that  you  would  in  the  great- 
ness of  your  goodness,  and  out  of  your  sincere  zeal  to  the  comfort  of  this  part 
every  way,  so  order  it  in  your  new  convention  that  wee,  every  one  of  us,  that  are 
settled  inhabitants  of  and  steady  dwellers  in  Poquonnock,  may  be  exempted  and 
relaxed  from  any  minister's  rate  or  rates  and  schooU  mastours  salerys,  either  in 
Fairfield  or  Stratford  afores',  purposing  (God  smiling  on  and  favouring  our  enter- 
prises) to  suit  o''selves  in  time  convenient  w'''  such  meet  instrum"  for  ye  pulpit 
and  scholl.  as  may  most  and  best  serve  the  interest  of  our  God,  and  do  our  souls 
and  children  most  good  ;  such  as  shall  bee  most  painfull  pious  and  profitable  for 
these  ends  to  w'-''  they  were  ordain'd.  and  are  improv'd.  And  your  humb.  peti- 
tioners shall  ever  continue  to  pray  for  your  long  life  and  prosperity,  subsigning 


this  our  address,  dated  2'' 
John  Bardsle,  S^, 
Richard  Hobbell,  S'., 
Matthew  Sherwood, 
Sam"  Wells, 
Isaac  Wheeler, 
James  Benitt, 
David  Reynolds, 
Nathn"  Knap, 
Will  Barsley, 
Matthew  Sharwood,  J  r 
Isack  Wheeler,  S'., 
Thomas  Griffin, 
Roburd  Bishop, 
Sam"  Morhous 
Jacobe  Wakelen, 
Samuel  Bardsle, 


May,  1690. 

Sam"  Hubbell, 
Sam"  Bardsley,  S'., 
Samuel  Hall, 
David  Sherman, 
Richard  Hubell, 
Samuel  Gregory, 
Sam"  Tredwell, 
John  Odell,  S'., 
Izhak  Hall, 
John  Whelier, 
Thomas  Whelier, 
Joseph  Seely, 
Moses  Jackson,  J r., 
Samu"  Jackson, 
Matthew  Sherwood,  Jr. 
Moses  Jackson,  S'., 


Ephraim  Whelier, 
Daniel  Bardsle, 
Samuel  French, 
Samu"  Hubbell, 
Timothy  Whelier, 
Thomas  Benit, 
Ed.  Tredwell, 
Jacob  Joy, 
John  Odell,  Junr., 
John  Benitt,  Jnr., 
Thos.  Morhous,  J r., 
John  Sherwood, 
Joseph  Joy, 
Sam"  Sumers. 
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In  May,  i69i,the  Court  granted  liberty  to  the  inhabitants 
at  Pequonnock  "  to  procure  and  settle  an  orthodox  minister 
among  them  if  they  find  themselves  able  so  to  do,  and  pro- 
vided that  those  of  Paquonnock  that  do  belong  to  Fairfield 
township  shall  pay  their  just  proportion  of  rate  towards  the 
maintenance  of  the  ministry  in  Fairfield  till  they  can  obtain 
freedom  of  Fairfield  or  from  this  Court." 

The  next  October  they  were  released  from  paying  to  the 
support  of  the  ministry  at  Fairfield  while  they  supported  a 
minister  among  themselves. 

In  jNIay,  1694,  permission  was  given  to  organize  a  church 
and  the  name  Pequonnock  w'as  changed  ♦o  Fairfield  Village; 
and  this  name  was  changed  by  the  Court  in  May,  1701,  to 
Stratfield. 

The  town  of  Stratford  treated  the  Stratfield  people  with 
a  good  degree  of  friendship  and  favor. 

"  December  29,  1692.  The  neighbors  at  Paquonnock  re- 
quested of  the  town  liberty  that  in  case  the  good  people  at 
Paquonnock  should  see  cause  to  build  a  meeting  house  there 
at  Paquonnock  the  liberty  to  set  the  said  house  part  upon 
Stratford  bounds,  and  said  town  by  vote  granted  the  same." 

Therefore  the  probabilit}-  is  that  the  first  meeting-house 
was  located  on  the  boundary  line,  half  on  Stratford,  and  half 
on  Fairfield  territory. 

In  1696,°  and  1697,  and  perhaps  several  years  after,  the 
town  remitted  to  the  society  one-third  part  of  their  town 
taxes. 

"  In  1693,  the  foundation  of  a  house  of  worship  was  laid 
on  an  eminence  in  the  upper  part  of  Division  street  [Park 
avenue]  a  few  rods  south  of  the  King's  highway  [North  ave- 
nue].   This  height  affords  a  pleasant  view  of  the  surrounding 

'  "Jan.  13,  1696.  Lt.  John  Beardsley  with  ye  rest  of  our  loving  neighbors  at 
Paquonnock,  inhabitants  of  Stratford,  requesting  yt.  ye  town  would  be  pleased  to 
consider  them  in  the  present  town  rate  and  make  them  some  abatement  in  consid- 
eration yt  they  apprehend  themselves  not  equally  privileged  with  ye  rest  of  ye 
town  in  some  causes  of  expense,  and  the  town  did  by  vote  grant  the  request  and 
give  order  to  ye  town  treasurer  to  give  to  them  our  said  neighbors  credit  one-third 
of  their  town  rate  respectively." 

"Jan.  19,  1697.  It  was  voted  that  our  loving  neighbors  at  ye  Village  should 
be  allowed  one-third  part  of  their  town  rate  for  ye  year  past." 
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country  and  is  still  called  Meetinghouse  Hill.  The  building, 
though  small,  was  not  completed  until  1695,  and  in  the  mean 
time  it  is  probable  that  the  people  gathered  upon  the  Sabbath 
in  a  private  house,  having  already  provided  themselves  with 
a  pastor.' 

The  Stratheld  Ecclesiastical  Society  was  the  first  one  in 
the  Colony,  not  being  a  town,  fully  organized  as  independent 
of  all  other  societies,  and  hence  it  was  necessary  for  the  Gen- 
eral Assembl}'  to  define  its  privileges  and  powers.  This  was 
done  as  follows  : 

"August  I,  1699.  Liberties  granted  to  Fairfield  Village 
by  the  Assembly  : 

"  I  Impr.  To  make  choice  annually  of  two  or  three  per- 
sons who  shall  have  power  to  order  meetings  of  the  society, 
their  ministers'  rates,  and  what  concerns  may  be  about  their 
meeting  house. 

"  2d.  To  choose  collectors  of  the  rates,  and  that  they 
shall  have  power  by  virtue  of  a  writ  from  lawful  authority  of 
non-payment  to  distrain. 

"3d.  To  choose  a  constable  whose  power  shall  reach 
from  west  side  of  Pequonnock  River  unto  the  utmost  bounds 
of  the  village,  westward  according  to  the  limitations  granted 
Commission  officers:  the  village  consisting  partly  of  Fairfield 
and  of  Stratford. 

"4th.  That  they  shall  have  liberty  to  choose  annually  a 
society  recorder  to  be  sworn  to  that  work." 

In  17 17,  the  privileges  and  powers  of  ecclesiastical  socie- 
ties were  further  defined  ;  and  in  1723,  still  further.' 

In  the  case  of  the  second  society  organized  by  law  in 
Stratford  village,  to  which  Mr.  Zachariah  \^''alker  ministered, 
it  was  in  part  under  the  officers  and  control  of  the  first 
society,  or  the  town,  for  so  far  as  seen  it  had  no  officers 
elected  by  the  town  ;  but  the  Stratfield  society  was  granted 
several  offices  to  be  filled  by  its  own  election,  in  1699.  Pre- 
vious to  this,  a  part  of  the  time  at  least  if  not  all,  its  recorder 
was  that  of  the  town  of  Fairfield  ;  and  its  own  special  officers, 
if  it  had  any,  had  not  civil  authority. 


'  Historic.il  Notes,  bv  Major  \V.  B.  Hincks,  35. 

*  See  fool  note  on  pages  302  and  303  of  History  of  Old  Stratford. 
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The  boundaries  of  the  Fairfield  Village  on  the  western 
side  were  not  particularly  specified  as  became  necessary,  and 
on  petition  the  General  Assembly  in  May,  1701,  established 
them  definitely,  and  changed  the  name  from  Fairfield  Village 
to  that  of  Stratfield,'  a  name  formed  from  the  first  part  of 
the  word  Stratford  and  the  last  part  of  Fairfield. 

In  May,  1702,  this  society  received  its  part  of  the  State 
money  for  schools  according  to  the  following  act :'° 

"Ordered  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  constable  or  con- 
stables of  Fairfield  and  Stratford,  or  those  to  whom  orders 
shall  be  sent  annually  for  the  payment  of  the  schools  there, 
shall  pay  to  the  schoolmaster  of  Stratfield,  so  much  as  ariseth 
upon  their  part  of  the  list  at  fort}-  shillings  upon  every  thou- 
sand pounds,  according  to  the  late  law  for  Schools." 

The  ecclesiastical  Society  being  fully  organized,  it  thereby 
became  the  territory  for  a  military  company,  and  hence  in 
October,  1703,  "  David  Sherman  was  appointed  Ensign  of 
the  train  band  in  Stratfield."" 

The  next  spring  the  complement  of  officers  was  made 
more  complete  by  the  appointment  of  "  Lieut.  John  Beards- 
ley  to  be  Captain  of  the  train  band  of  Stratfield,  and  Lieut. 
James  Bennet  to  be  their  Lieutenant.''    Capt.  John  Beardsley 


'"May  1701.  This  Assembly  having  heard  and  considered  the  petition  or 
request  of  the  inhabitants  of  Fairfield  Village  presented  to  ihem  by  Lieut.  James 
Bennett,  desiring  that  the  Court  would  state  and  settle  for  them  a  line  for  the 
west  boundary  to  their  plantation,  &c.,  do  order  and  enact  ;  That  the  line  to  be 
the  west  boundary  of  the  said  plantation  shall  run  so  that  it  may  take  in  and  in- 
clude within  their  bounds,  one  Moses  Jackson,  miller,  his  housing  and  lands,  and 
run  on  the  west  side  of  old  Jackson's  lotts  (viz):  pasture,  building  lot,  and  long 
If  t,  upv/ards  or  northwards  to  the  upward  or  northern  end  of  the  bounds  of  the 
town  of  Fairfield,  and  that  all  such  person  or  persons  as  have  built  or  sliall  build 
and  inhabit  on  the  east  side  of  the  abovesaid  line,  and  on  the  west  side  of  Poquan- 
ack  River,  shall  pay  to  ail  public  charges  that  shall  arise  in  the  said  plantation  his 
ratable  part  thereof. 

"  Provided  always  :  That  this  act  shall  in  no  wise  hinder  or  abridge  the  inhab- 
itants of  said  plantation,  of  using  and  holding  the  priviledge  of  feeding  sheep  to 
the  westward  of  the  abovesaid  line,  as  it  was  granted  to  them  formerly  by  the  in- 
habitants of  the  town  of  Fairfield. 

"  And  further  it  is  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  ;  That  the  said  planta- 
tion (formerly  called  Poquannuck  and  Fairfield  village)  shall  for  the  future  be 
called  by  the  name  of  Stratfield." — Col.  Rec,  iv.  356. 

">  Col.  Rec,  iv.  3S4.  "  Col.  Rec,  iv.  445.  Col.  Rec,  iv.  476. 
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had  been  lieutenant  at  Stratford  many  years,  and  James 
Bennett  the  same  at  Fairfield. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  first  page  of  the  Stratfield 
earliest  church  record  book. 

"  The  Church  of  Christ  in  Stratfield  (formerly  called 
Poquannuck)  was  gathered,  and  Charles  Chauncey  was  or- 
dained the  Pastor  thereof,  June  13,  1695. 

"  The  Names  of  those  that  at  that  time  were  embodied 
into  Church  estate  were  as  followeth  : 

"  Charles  Chauncey,  Past'. 
Richard  Hubble,  sen'',  Mathew  Sherman, 


Isaac  Wheeler,  sen', 
James  Bennit,  sen', 
Samu"  Beardsley, 
Samuel  Gregory,  sen', 


Rich'  Hubble,  jun', 
David  Sherman, 
Jn"  Odill,  jun'. 


"The  Names  of  those  that  were  afterwards  received  by 
vertue  of  Letters  Dissmissory  or  Recommendatory  froin 
other  Churches  were  as  followeth  : 


From 


'  Mary  Sherwood, 
Anne  Wheeler, 
Mary  Odill, 
Rebecca  Gregory, 
Ruth  Tredwell, 


f  Abigaill  Hubble, 
Mary  Bennit, 
Abigaill  Beardsley, 
^  J  Abigaill  Wakely, 

.jtratford  ,  Temperance  Hubble. 
Church. 

-Mercy  Sherman, 

Their  letter  was  read  and 
1^  accepted,  July  lo,  1695. 


Fairfield  \  Mercy  Wheeler, 
Church.      Abigaill  Wells, 

Elizabeth  Sherwood, 
Sarah  Odill. 

Their  letter  was  read. and 
I  accepted  Anno  1695. 


"Concord.  Joseph  Wheeler  and  his  wife.  Their  letter 
was  read  and  accepted. 

"  From  the  Church  of  Christ,  Norwalk;  Mary  Jackson, 
her  letter  was  read  December  20,  1697,  and  accepted. 

"Stratford.  Mannah  Fairchild  :  her  letter  was  read  and 
accepted  by  the  Church  September  10,  1699. 

"  Thomas  Hawley,  his  letter  was  read  and  accepted. 

"Fairfield  Church;  Mary  Beardsley,  Jno's  wife;  her 
letter  was  read  and  accepted,  July  26,  1702. 

"  Woodbury  ;  Abegaill  Tred well's  letter  was  read  and 
accepted,  Nov.  24,  1704. 
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"Concord;  Sarah  Whitacus,  her  letter  was  read  and 
accepted  June  17,  1705. 

"  Charlestown  ;  Zachariah  Ferris,  sen^  his  letter  was  read 
and  accepted,  Sept.  9,  1705." 

Besides  the  above  there  were  added  to  this  Church  by 
profession,  in  full  communion,  during  Mr.  Chauncey's  labors, 
to  the  end  of  the  year  1714.  the  time  of  his  death,  64  persons, 
making  97  in  all. 

During  the  same  time  there  were  133  who  united  under 
the  Halfway  Covenant. 

As  to  the  meaning  of  this  latter  relation,  Mr.  Chauncey 
says,  in  heading  the  list  with  a  prefatory  statement: 

"The  Names  of  those  who  have  renewed  their  Covenant, 
and  personally  subjected  themselves  to  the  government  of 
Christ  in  his  Church,  and  particularly  in  this  Church,  to- 
gether with  the  time  of  their  doing  it." 

This  indicates  that  the  relationship  of  the  Halfway  Cove- 
nant church  members,  was  not  regarded  as  of  less  seriousness 
or  solemn  obligation  than  that  of  full  membership.  The  re- 
quirements in  the  Covenant  itself  were  nearly  the  same  as 
those  of  full  communion  ;  and  it  was  not  a  trifling  matter  as 
it  has  so  often  been  represented.  Many  persons  at  the  present 
day  are  received  to  full  membership  in  evangelical  Churches 
without  placing  themselves  under  anything  like  the  solemn 
promises  that  the  Halfway  Covenant  imposed,'^  in  those  days 
of  strict  religious  principle. 


"  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  Halfway  Covenant  which  stands  upon  the 
records  of  the  Church  of  Ripton  at  the  date  of  1773,  the  use  of  which  was  discon- 
tinued in  1817 : 

"  You  do  now,  before  God  and  these  witnesses,  avouch  the  Lord  Jehovah  to 
be  your  covenant  God  and  Father,  viewing  yourself  under  solemn  bonds  and  obli- 
gations to  be  the  Lord's  by  your  baptismal  vows.  You  do,  so  far  as  you  know 
your  own  heart,  make  choice  of  Jesus  Christ  to  be  your  only  Saviour  and 
Redeemer,  and  the  Holy  Ghost  to  be  your  Sanctifier,  solemnly  engaging  to  serve 
the  Lord  and  him  only,  as  he  shall  by  his  grace  enable  you  ;  that  you  will  deny 
all  ungodliness  and  worldly  lusts  ;  that  you  will  be  careful  to  keep  a  conscience 
void  of  offence,  so  as  to  do  honor  to  God  and  the  religion  you  profess  ;  that  you 
will  endeavor  by  strength  from  God  to  walk  in  all  his  commandments  and  ordi- 
nances blameless,  desiring  10  put  yourself  under  the  watch  and  care  of  this 
Church,  to  be  trained  up  in  the  school  of  Christ  for  his  heavenly  kingdom  ;  prom- 
ising also  that  you  will  give  up  your  children  to  God  in  baptism,  and  to  bring 


I 
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The  part  which  this  Church  had  in  the  establishment  of 
the  Saybrook  Platform  is  seen  in  the  resolution  and  action 
recorded  : 

"July  27,  1708.  Voted  on  the  Sabbath  that  Lent.  Bennet 
or  Ensigne  Sherman  or  both,  be  the  messeng-ers  of  this 
Church  at  the  meeting  of  the  elders  at  Fairfield  on  the  28*''  of 
the  same  month  by  the  appointment  of  the  General  Assembly 
at  Hartford  in  May  last,  the  end  of  which  meeting  of  elders 
and  messengers  to  Consider  the  matter  of  Church  discipline." 

When  the  result  of  the  Saybrook  convention  had  been 
confirmed  by  the  General  Assembly,  Mr.  Chauncey  made  the 
following  entry  in  the  Church  book  : 

"February  16,  1708-9.  I  published  the  Confession  of 
Faith,  the  Articles  of  union  between  the  united  Presbyte- 
rians and  Congregational  men  in  England,  also  read  the  regu- 
lations for  Church  discipline  agreed  upon  by  said  Colony, 
and  confirmed  b\'  authority  ;  None  among  the  brethren  ob- 
jecting."" 

Tlie  liev.  Charles  Chfunicey''  was  the  first  pastor  of 
the  Stratfield  Congregational  Church.  He  was  u  son  of  the 
Rev.  Israel  Chaunce}-,  of  Stratford,  and  grandson  of  President 
Chaunce}'  of  Harvard  College,  and  was  born  at  Stratford, 
September  3,  166S.  He  was  graduated  at  Harvard  in  1686, 
and  married  at  Pequonnock,  June  29,  1692,  Sarah,  daughter 
of  Major  John  Burr,  and  great-granddaughter  of  Mr.  Jehu 
Burr,  one  of  the  original  settlers  of  Fairfield. 

Mr.  Chauncey  was  made  freem.an  in  Fairfield,  March  18, 


them  up  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  ;  and  to  attend  upon  all  the  ordinances  of  Christ 
as  administered  in  this  place  ;  also  that  it  is  your  full  purpose  to  obey  God  in  the 
ordinance  of  the  Holy  Supper  as  God  shall  give  you  light,  and  show  you  his  will 
herein.  And  you  covenant,  and  you  promise,  relying  for  help,  strength  and  abil- 
ity on  the  blood  of  the  everlasting  covenant,  to  perform  all  and  every  duty  to  the 
praise  and  g\ory  of  God." — See  Eccksiastidjl  Contributions,  4x1. 

"  This  account  of  the  action  of  this  Church,  as  to  the  Saybrook  platform,  and 
the  record  of  the  meeting  of  the  first  Consociation  of  Fairfield  County,  printed  on 
pages  310  to  313  of  History  of  Old  Stratford,  in  foot  note,  are  taken  from  the 
Stratfield  Church  Record  book. 

See  sermon  by  the  Rev.  Charles  Ray  Palmer,  pub.  1876. 
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1^^^-,  which  indicates  his  residence  there  either  as  a  school 
teacher — which  is  p/obable — or  serving-  as  a  minister  under 
his  father  in  lectures  on  week  day  evenings.  It  is  evident 
that  he  served  as  a  preacher,  soon  after,  from  the  fact  that 
in  1692,  the  town  of  Fairfield  gave  him  land  to  descend  to 
his  heirs  "if  he  shall  die  in  the  work  of  his  ministry  at 
Poquonnock." 

The  privileges  of  a  society  were  granted  in  1691,  and  the 
Church  was  organized  and  Mr.  Chauncey  ordained,  as  seen 
above,  June  13,  1695. 

On  the  corner  of  Major  Burr's  farm,  in  what  has  since 
been  known  as  Cooke's  Lane,  a  house  was  built,  and  in  it,  in 
1693,  Mr.  Chauncey  and  his  wife  took  up  their  abode,  and  he 
commenced  his  regular  ministerial  labors. 

In  1697,  his  wife  Sarah  died,  and  he  married  2d,  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Henry  Wolcott,  of  Windsor,  March  16,  1698. 
She  died  Jan.  5,  1702,  and  he  married,  3d,  Elizabeth  Sherwood, 
March  14,  1710. 

Mr.  Chauncey  was  a  member  of  the  C(^uncil  at  Saybrook, 
and  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Fairfield  Consociation.  Under 
his  ministry  both  the  church  and  the  settlement  steadily  in- 
creased in  numbers.  His  salary  was  at  first  £^0  per  annum, 
payable  in  produce  at  market  rates,  but  afterwards  it  was  in- 
creased to  £%o.  He  had,  independently  of  his  support,  prop- 
erty in  Stratford  and  in  England,  and  left  an  estate  valued  at 

Mr.  Chauncey  died  December  31,  1714,  leaving  a  widow 
and  several  children. 

The  first  Deacon  of  Mr.  Chauncey's  Church  was  David 
Sherman,  a  large  farmer,  and  one  of  the  first  settlers  in 
Pequonnock.  He  was  born  in  Stratford  in  1665  ;  was  a  man 
of  good  abilities,  gifted  in  prayer,  and  much  esteemed.  In 
the  absence  of  the  minister  he  took  the  lead  of  religious  ser- 
vices. 

The  Second  Meeting-liouse  in  St  rat  field. 

Mr.  Samuel  Cooke  commenced  preaching  for  this  people 
soon  after  July  11,  1715,  and  was  ordained  pastor  February 
14,  1715-16. 


Stratfield  Society. 


In  December,  171 5,  the  Society  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  officers  in  which  they  called  their  most  prominent  officers 
"Selectmen,"  it  being  probable  that  the}-  intended  by  that 
term  simply  the  society's  committee.  They  also  voted,  "  that 
the  drum  shall  bee  beaten  round  the  meeting-  house  on  Sab- 
bath days;"  and  Richard  Hubbell,  Thomas  Hawley,  James 
Seeley,  were  chosen  a  committee  to  consult  some  carpenters 
about  the  enlargement  of  the  meeting-house. 

In  July,  1716,  further  action  was  taken:  "Voted,  that 
they  will  inlarge  and  repair  the  meeting-house  ;"  and  a  large 
committee  was  appointed  to  have  the  work  done  as  soon  as 
convenient,  at  the  charge  of  the  society." 

In  the  progress  of  events,  the  work  being  delayed,  another 
plan  seems  to  have  come  under  discussion,  and  probably  was 
brought  up  at  the  next  annual  meeting,  which  meeting  was 
adjourned  several  da^-s,  and  when  they  came  together  in 
December,  1716,  they  voted,  "  that  the  place  for  the  setting 
of  the  new  meeting-house,  if  the}'  shall  afterward  agree  to 
build  one,  shall  be  near  the  corner  of  Joseph  Trowbridge's 
orchard,  late  deceased,  on  the  norwest  side  of  the  road  be- 
tween that  and  the  widow  Sharman's,  deceased.  Also  voted 
at  the  same  time,  that  they  will  build  a  new  meeting-house, 
of  these  following  dimensions:  twenty-four  feet  between 
joints  ;  forty-eight  feet  long:  thirty-eight  feet  wide  and  a  long 
roof.  Major  John  Burr,  Capt.  David  Sharman,  Left.  Richard 
Hubbell,  Jr.,  Samuel  Sherwood,  Mr.  Benjamin  Fayerweather, 
were  chosen  a  committee  to  build  the  above  said  house,  on 
the  charge  of  the  abovesaid  inhabitants;  and  what  the  major 
part  of  the  committee  agree  to,  shall  be  binding,  not  exceed- 
ing four  hundred  and  tifty  pounds,  besides  the  charge  of  rais- 
ing said  house." 

At  another  meeting,  on  December  31,  1716,  they  "granted 
by  a  major  vote  a  Rate  of  one  hundred  pounds  money  to  be 
raised  on  them  according  to  their  lists  the  last  year,  to  be  laid 
out  towards  the  building  of  the  new  meeting-house." 

In  March,  17^-^!-  the  following  request  was  received  by  the 
meeting  of  the  society :  "  Your  petitioner  requests  your 
favour  so  far  as  to  grant  me  the  liberty  of  making  a  pew  for 
my  wife  and  children  at  my  own  charge  in  the  new  meeting- 
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house,  on  the  women's  side  up  by  the  pulpit.  Pray  be  so 
I  kind  as  to  gratify  me  in  this  instance,  both  with  respect  to 

the  thing  itself  and  the  situation  of  it.  I  remain  your  s.  in 
all  things  I  may.  Sam^^-  Cooke. 

Passed  in  the  affirmative  at  the  abovesaid  meeting." 

"May  21^,  1717,  then  voted  and  agreed  that  the  com- 
mittee shall  hire  men  to  raise  the  meeting-house  and  give 
them  3'  per  day,  they  finding  themselves." 


STRATFIELD  SECOND  MEETING-HOUSE    ERECTED  IN  I717. 

On  December  30,  1717,  they  proceeded  to  make  the  rules 
for  seating  the  meeting-house:  "Voted  that  the  meeting- 
house shall  be  seated  by  dignity,  age,  and  estate  by  the  pres- 
ent list ;  and  also  that  David  Sharman,  Richard  Mubbell,  John 
Odell,  Samuel  Sherwood  and  John  Burr  be  a  committee  to 
seat  the  meeting-house,  and  have  power  to  seat  from  time  to 
time  as  they  see  occasion. 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  society,  March  7,  I7|-|-,  then  voted 
that  Major  John  Burr  sit  with  his  family  in  the  pew  that  he 


Strut  field  Society.  ig 

has  built  in  the  meetinghouse  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
society." 

In  171S,  an  appropriation  of  sixteen  pound  and  six  shill- 
ings was  made  by  the  society  for  building  a  gallery  in  the 
meeting-house,  and  Capt.  David  Sherman,  Thomas  Hawley, 
and  Samuel  Gregory,  were  appointed  the  committee  to 
build  it. 

This  meeting-house  was  considerably  altered,  as  shown 
by  the  vote,  December  17,  1765  :  "  Liberty  was  granted  to 
the  following  persons,  each,  to  build  a  pew  at  the  east  end  of 
the  meetinghouse  where  the  short  seats  are,  they  building  at 
their  own  cost  and  paying  the  several  sums  affixed  to  each  of 
their  names,  to  the  treasurer  of  this  society  in  three  months 
from  this  time  ;  for  them  and  to  be  for  their  benefit  during 


their  pleasure  to  sit  in  : 

Nehemiah  Smith  Odell,  13'  2^'  \  Seth  Gregory,  13'  2^ 

Hezekiah  Hubbell,        12'  i**  [  Benjamin  Hubbell,Jr.,  12'  6" 

Edward  Rowland,         13'  3**  !  Jabez  Hubbell,  12*  2^ 

Wolcott  Hawley,  13=      '  Gideon  Hubbell,  12'  i'' 

Aaron  Hawley,  12*  8"^  !  Thomas  Hawley,  12'  o'^ 

Isaac  Hunt,  13^  1"  |  Elnathan  Sherman,  11'  4'* 


"December  20,  1769.  Voted  that  the  society  are  willing 
to  build  a  steeple  at  the  west  end  of  the  Presbyterian  meeting 
house." 

The  committee  to  do  the  work  consisted  of  "John  Burr, 
Esq.,  Lieut.  Benjamin  Fayerweather,  Lieut.  Abel  Seelye,  Mr, 
Stephen  Starling,  and  Mr.  Benjamin  Wheeler,"  and  they 
were  to  do  the  work  by  subscription. 

The  subscription,  however,  was  not  sufficient  to  complete 
the  work,  for  on  September  19,  1770,  the  society  voted  that 
they  were  "  willing  to  tax  themselves  to  finish  the  steeple  ;" 
but  changing  their  minds  somewhat,  they  voted  to  make  fur- 
ther efforts  with  the  subscription,  and  it  is  probable  that  it 
was  finished  without  a  tax. 

The  steeple  was  not  finished,  when  on  the  28th  of  July, 
I77i,it  was  struck  with  lightning  while  the  people  were  wor- 
shiping in  the  house,  but  was  not  greatly  injured,  although 
two  men,  John  Burr,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  David  Sherman,  being  in 
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the  house  at  worship,  were  killed.  No  other  persons  were 
seriousl}-  injured  by  the  shock. 

On  August  5th,  1771,  they  voted  to  repair  and  finish  the 
steeple  ;  and  the  next  April  they  voted  "  that  there  may  be 
an  iron  rod  put  up  at  the  steple  by  subscription." 

Another  improvement  was  secured  by  the  following-  so- 
ciety act:  "Mar.  8,  1774.  Voted  that  they  will  have  a  bell; 
also  that  the  society  will  get  a  bell  by  subscription,  and 
Joseph  Strong,  Gideon  Hubbell,  and  Edward  Boroughs  shall 
be  the  committee  to  get  the  bell." 

"September  12,  1774.  Voted  that  y'^  Society  are  willing 
to  have  the  bell  ringed  at  y^  usual  time  on  Sabbath  days,  and 
other  days  at  12  of  y^  clock  in  y'^  day  and  at  9  o'clock  at  night, 
and  also  on  lecture  day  ;  and  whereas  Mr.  Wolcott  Hawley 
oflfers  to  ring  y^  Bell  at  y^  rate  of  £'4  10'  by  y^  year  for  y®  first 
three  months,  it  was  agreed  to  by  y"  meeting." 

There  seems  to  have  been  some  failure  in  the  bell,  for  in 
November  the  society  voted  that  they  were  "  willing  to  run 
the  bell  over  again  and  pay  for  it  by  subscription."  This  was 
probably  done,  since  they  continued  afterwards  to  appoint  a 
person  to  ring  the  bell  from  3-ear  to  year. 

Mev.  Samuel  Coolze,'^  son  of  Thomas  Cooke,  Jr.,  and 
Sarah  (Mason)  Cook,  of  Guilford,  Conn.,  was  born  in  Guil- 
ford, November  22,  1687.  His  father  died  suddenly  in  1701, 
before  the  son  entered  college,  and  the  General  Court  granted, 
in  May,  1703,  a  petition  from  the  boy  and  his  guardian  (John 
Parmelee)  for  the  sale  of  a  house  and  lot  to  gain  funds  to 
carry  out  "  the  great  desire  of  Thomas  Cooke,  deceased,  to 
bring  up  this  his  son  in  learning."  He  graduated  at  Yale 
College  in  1705. 

He  perhaps  studied  divinity  immediately  after  gradua- 
tion. In  January,  1707,  he  became  the  rector  of  the  Hopkins 
Grammar  School  in  New  Haven,  and  held  that  position  at  a 
salary  of  £60  a  year,  also  occasionally  preaching,  until  the 
close  of  the  year  171  5.  He  was  also  a  deputy  to  the  General 
Assembly  from  New  Haven,  for  the  six  sessions  from  October, 

"  This  sketch  is  taken  from  "  Biographical  Slcetches  of  the  Graduates  of 
Yale  College,"  by  F.  B.  Dexter,  M.A.  . 
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1712,  to  May,  171 5,  serving  as  Clerk  of  the  House  for  the  last 
five.  He  married,  November  30,  1708,  Anne,  only  daughter 
of  John  Trowbridge,  of  New  Haven,  and  granddaughter  of 
Governor  Leete,  of  Guilford. 

In  1714,  the  Church  in  Stratfield  lost  by  death  its  first 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Charles  Chauncey  ;  and  on  June  16,  1715,  a 
call  was  extended  to  Mr.  Cooke  to  become  his  successor. 
The  church  in  New  Haven  was  also  pastorless,  owing  to  the 
death  of  the  Rev.  James  Pierpont;  and  on  July  i,  171 5,  this 
society  met  "  to  nominate  a  man  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the 
ministry  on  probation."  Mr.  Cooke  was  put  in  nomination, 
and  the  place  was  probabl}'  more  attractive  to  him  than  was 
Stratfield;  but  the  vote  stood  86  for  Mr.  Joseph  Noyes  to  45 
for  Mr.  Cooke. 

Accordingly,  the  call  to  Stratfield  was  accepted  July  11, 
and  Mr.  Cooke  appears  to  have  begun  his  ministry  there  at 
once,  though  fulfilling  his  engagement  with  the  New  Haven 
Grammar  School,  until  the  end  of  the  year  1715.  His  ordi- 
nation is  said  to  have  taken  place  February  14,  1715-16.  The 
salary  was  £\oo  a  year,  with  firewood." 

He  retained  this  pastorate  until  his  death,  December  2, 
1747,  at  the  age  of  60.  His  latter  years  were  troubled  by  an 
alleged  backwardness  on  the  part  of  his  people  to  make  good 
the  salary  promised  him  ;  and  after  his  death  his  executors 
brought  suit  for  the  sum  of  £"3000  arrears  due  his  estate. 

In  1717,  at  the  very  beginning  of  his  ministry,  a  new 
meeting-house  was  erected,  which  was  used  until  the  present 
century.  In  the  events  which  followed  the  great  revival  of 
1740,  Mr.  Cooke  was  a  zealous  advocate  of"  what  were  known 


"  specimen  of  Mr.  Cooke's  Receipts. 

"Stratfield,  July  y"  14.  1716.  Received  of  henry  Wakely  and  Sam"  Wells, 
Jn'',  Collectors  of  the  Minister's  Rate  or  accepted  as  Received  the  sunn  of  one  hun- 
dred pounds  six  shillings  and  fore  pence  as  money  in  full  of  the  Rate  that  by 
agreement  was  to  have  been  paid  me  on  or  Before  the  first  day  of  March  last 
passed  and  acordingly  acquit  the  Society  of  Siratfield  of  one  full  years  Rale  and 
one  myself  endebted  to  the  s'*  Society  y°  sum  of  six  shillings  and  fore  pence. 

Witness  my  hand,  Sam"-"-  Cooke. 

A  considerable  part  of  this  sum,  probably,  grew  out  of  claims,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  depreciation  of  the  currency. 
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as  "  New  Light  "  measures;  and  particularly,  in  May,  1742,  he 
took  an  active  part  in.  the  organization  of  a  new  church  in 
New  Haven.  He  had  been  since  September,  1732,  one  of  the 
Trustees  of  Yale  College,  but  the  predominant  "  Old  Light  " 
convictions  of  the  other  trustees  led  finally  to  the  following 
vote,  found  in  the  original  records  of  the  Corporation  for 
September,  1745  :  "  Whereas,  this  board  have  at  this  and  for- 
mer meetings  signified  to  Mr.  Cook  their  dissatisfaction  with 
sundry  things  in  his  conduct,  and  he  could  not  conveniently 
tarry  to  make  any  distinct  answer  thereunto  at  this  time  by 
reason  of  sickness  in  his  family.  Voted,  that  the  President, 
with  the  rest  of  the  standing  Committee  of  this  Board  be 
desired  to  signifie  to  Mr.  Cooke  the  reasons  of  their  dissatis- 
faction in  writing  and  desire  his  answer  thereto." 

It  is  but  fair  to  read  between  the  lines,  and  bearing  in 
mind  that  this  was  the  first  meeting  convened  after  the  new 
charter  of  1745  had  passed  the  legislature,  which  gave  power 
(not  in  the  former  charter)  to  six  of  the  Trustees  to  remove  a 
Trustee  from  his  place,  we  may  conclude  that  the  writing 
sent  to  Mr.  Cooke  forced  upon  him  the  resignation  of  his 
trusteeship,  which  was  announced  to  the  Corporation  at  their 
next  meeting,  in  April,  1746. 

The  New  Haven  County  Association  of  Ministers  had 
previously,  September  25,  1744,  sent  a  letter  to  Mr.  Cooke 
signifying  their  uneasiness  with,  and  offense  at  the  proceed- 
ings of  said  Mr.  Cooke,  etc.,  in  pretendedly  gathering  a 
Church  among  the  Separatists  at  New  Haven  in  opposition 
to  the  pastor  and  ist  church  there.  His  letter  in  reply  was 
voted  "not  satisfactory,"  September  24,  1745. 

On  the  other  hand  the  Fairfield  Eastern  Association  of 
Ministers,  in  which  Mr.  Cooke  was  a  leading  member,  passed, 
April  15,  1746,  a  series  of  resolutions,  evidently  bearing  ref- 
erence to  his  citation  before  the  Trustees,  and  to  this  effect: 
in  view  of  the  Assembly's  having  granted  "  a  new  College 
Charter  with  large  privileges  and  a  new  form  of  government, 
and  particularly  by  investing  the  newly  incorporated  body 
with  powers  of  taking  away  as  well  as  giving  College  honors, 
as  the  said  Corporation  see  just  cause;  Therefore, 

"  I.    Voted  and  Agreed,  That  no  person  or  future  mem- 
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ber  of  this  Association  shall  be  looked  upon  by  us  obliged  to 
answer  before  sd.  authority  for  any  such  fact  or  facts  as  were 
committed  by  such  member  before  sd.  Corporation's  Investi- 
ture with  such  new  authority. 

"  2.  Voted  and  Agreed  that  no  member  of  this  Associa- 
tion is  obliged  to  answer  to  sd.  Corporation  for  any  of  their 
Doctrines  or  Conduct  as  ministers  of  the  gospel  " 

"  He  was,"  savs  his  present  successor,  "  a  man  whose 
personal  dignity  was  long  remembered  in  the  parish,  and  was 
held  in  the  highest  respect — somewhat  in  fear.  He  was  par- 
ticularl}'  careful  in  his  personal  appearance.  This  comprised 
a  heavy  curled  wig,  black  coat  and  small  clothes,  shoes  with 
silver  buckles,  and  over  all  a  black  gown  or  cloak." 

His  first  wife  was  born  July  22,  1688,  and  died  August  11, 
1721  ;  and  he  married,  May  3,  1722,  Esther,  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  Burr,  and  widow  of  John  Sloss,  both  of  Fairfield  ; 
she  died  in  less  than  a  year.  He  married,  thirdly,  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Piatt,  of  Norwalk,  Conn.,  born  December 
2,  1701,  and  died  May  16,  1732,  "of  an  apople.xy  ;"  and 
fourthly,  Aug.  6,  1733,  Abigail,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Russell,  of  Branford,  and  widow  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Moss,  of 
Derby,  Conn.,  who  survived  him.  His  children  were,  three 
sons  and  four  daughters  by  his  first  wife,  and  three  sons  by 
his  third  wife.  Three  of  his  sons,  Samuel,  William,  and 
Joseph  Piatt,  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1730,  1747,  and 
1750,  respectively.  One  of  his  daughters  married  the  Rev. 
Robert  Silliman. 

The  inventory  of  his  estate  amounted  to  £2j'?>j;  it  in- 
cluded 61  books  and  173  pamphlets. 

He  published  two  sermons  : 

1.  A  sermon  preached  at  the  funeral  of  Rev.  John  Daven- 
port, of  Stamford,  published  in  1731. 

2.  A  sermon  preached  before  the  Eastern  Association  of 
Fairfield  County,  on  a  publick  lecture  in  Danbury,  July  29, 
1741. 

This  sermon  was  introduced  into  a  spirited  controversy 
between  Jonathan  Dickinson  and  Samuel  Johnson.  Johnson 
published,  in  1744,  "A  Letter  from  Aristocles  Authades,  con- 
cerning the  Sovereignty  and  Promises  of  God,"  and  Dickin- 
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son,  in  replying-,  in  1746,  with  "A  Vindication  of  God's  Sov- 
ereign free  Grace,"  interpreted  Johnson's  imagined  antag- 
onist (Authades)  as  Mr.  Cooke,  whose  views  (as  printed  in  his 
sermon)  he  certainly  seemed  to  be  controverting;  Johnson, 
however,  in  "A  Letter  to  Mr.  Jonathan  Dickinson,"  disclaimed 
the  intention  of  a  precise  reference  to  Cooke's  sermon. 

Besides  these  sermons  should  be  mentioned  : 

3.  "  Invitations  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Whitetield  trom  the  East- 
ern Consociation  of  the  County  of  Fairfield.  With  a  Letter 
from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Samuel  Cooke,  of  Stratfield,  to  a  Minister 
in  Boston,  Concerning  the  former  success  of  Mr.  Whitefield's 
Ministry  there." 

This  pamphlet  contains  a  letter  by  Mr.  Cooke  to  one  of 
the  Boston  ministers,  dated  ^Lay  15,  1745.  This  letter  is  an 
urgent  appeal  that  Mr.  Whitefield  may  come  and  preach  in 
the  churches  of  Fairfield  County;  and  to  show  the  spirit  of 
some  of  these  churches  he  prefi.xes  a  vote  of  the  Consociation 
at  a  meeting  held  in  Stratfield,  October  7,  1740,  of  which  he 
was  Moderator  and  Scribe,  inviting  Whitefield. 

This  publication  was  quite  possibly  an  additional  motive 
for  the  action  taken  in  September,  1745,  by  the  College 
Trustees. 

History  of  the  Porter  Proper ty.^'^ 

Much  interesting  history  is  connected  with  the  premises 
of  No.  532  Main  street  and  the  house  recently  demolished  to 
make  room  for  a  block  of  stores.  The  territory  of  nearly 
seven  acres,  on  the  east  side  of  Main  street  from  a  point  at  or 
near  Golden  Hill  street  to  Congress  street,  bounded  easterly 
by  the  harbor,  was  purchased  by  Samuel  Porter,  sen.,""  from 
Zachariah  Hawley,  Feb.  5,  1759.         P^^t  of  the  premises 

*'  Manuscript  of  Dea.  R.  B.  Lacey,  written  for  this  work. 

A  portion  of  the  old  Sattiuel  Porter  deed. 

To  all  persons  .  .  .  Greeting.  Know  ye  that  I,  Zakry  Hawley,  of  Stratford 
and  County  of  Fairfield  and  Colony  of  Connecticut  in  New  England.  For  the 
Consideration  of  One  Hundred  and  tvvo  pounds  York  money  by  me  in  hand  re- 
ceived to  my  full  satisfaction  of  Samuel  Porter  of  Stratford,  and  County  and  Col- 
ony aforesaid,  do  give  grant  bargain  sell  to  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever  my 
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copied  from  the  original,  made  by  Wolcott  Hawley,  surveyor, 
found  among  the  Porter  papers,  is  given  with  this  record. 


THE  PORTER  PROPERTY. 


Dwelling  house  and  Land  whereon  it  stands  on  Golden  Hill,  called  old  fort, 
and  is  Bounded  South  on  Deacon  Joseph  Booth's  Land  Easterly  and  Northerly 
on  ye  creek  and  West  on  highway — the  sd  house  and  Land  with  all  the  apper- 
tenances  thereunto  belonging  for  him  the  said  Samuel  Porter  forever.  To  have 
and  to  hold  .  .  .  forever. 

Witness  rny  Hand  and  Seal  the  s'""  day  of  Feb.  in  the  32'^  year  of  the  Reign  of 

our  Sovereign  Lord  George  the  second  of  Great  Britain  King,  Annoque 

Domini,  1759. 

Zachariah  Hawley." 

Signed  and  sealed  in  presence  of 
Theophilus  Nichols. 
Joseph  Nichols. 
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There  was  a  dwelling-  house  on  the  plot  in  1759,  but  not 
the  one  which  has  just  been  taken  down.  The  latter  was 
probably  erected  by  Samuel  Porter,  Sen.,  soon  after  the  close 
of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and,  with  the  "Old  Red  House" 
which  stood  on  the  west  side  of  the  highway, — Main  street — 
the  site  of  the  present  wooden  block  of  Mr.  Nathaniel 
Wheeler,  was  among  the  very  first  residences  of  a  good  class 
erected  upon  the  Newfield,  as  Bridgeport  was  then  called. 
James  and  Zachariah  Hawley  were  sons  of  Gideon,  and  third 
in  descent  from  the  original  Joseph  Hawley,  of  Stratford, 
through  first,  Ephraim  and  Sarah  Wells,  and  second,  Gideon 
and  Ann  Bennett.  They  were  pioneers  here.  The  Hawley 
family  were  large  land  owners.  James  seems  to  have  settled 
on  the  west  side  of  the  highway.  His  son.  Deacon  Elijah, 
was  a  house  carpenter,  and  probably  built  and  occupied  the 
old  red  house.  Isaac  Sherman  says  of  him  :  "  He  removed 
to  the  West  very  early,  and  died  in  Ohio  in  1825,  aged  84 
years.  He  had  a  son  by  the  name  of  Jesse,  who  was  born  in 
the  old  red  house.  This  Jesse  removed  to  the  state  ot  New 
York  in  early  life  and  died  there  in  1843,  the  age  ot  70 
years.  It  is  said  that  he  was  the  projector  of  the  Erie  canal 
by  communicating  his  ideas  of  such  an  enterprise  to  Gov- 
ernor DeWitt  Clinton. 

Major  Aaron  Hawley,  a  brother  of  Deacon  Elijah,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  the  owner  of  the  old  red  house  in  1787,  at 
which  period  the  "  upright  highway  " — Main  street — was 
widened  and  the  site  of  the  famous  well  in  front,  which  stood 
its  width  in  the  street,  was  excepted  and  liberty  was  given  to 
fence  around  it.  The  same  well  exists  to-day  covered  bv  the 
sidewalk  stone.  Zachariah  Hawley  married  Bethia  Austin 
of  Suffield,  Ct.,  and  probably  removed  to  Massachusetts,  for 
none  of  his  descendants  appear  in  this  part  of  Connecticut. 

Samuel  Porter,  sen.,  died  September  15,  1795.  The  Por- 
ter purchase  remained  intact  as  field  land  during  his  lite,  ex- 
cept at  the  south  end.  where  he  gave  a  house  lot  ,'.s  an  advance- 
ment to  his  daughter  Mary,  who  married  Lewis  Sturges. 
The  old  house,  now  a  portion  of  the  Elisha  Hubbell  property 
at  the  northeast  corner  of  Main  and  Golden  Hill  streets,  was 
the  residence  of  Isaac  Sturges,  son  of  Lewis.    His  son  Joseph 
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P.  Sturges — commonly  called  Porter  Sturges — had  his  resi- 
dence a  little  way  south.  The  original  house  is  standing  but 
it  has  a  brick  front  and  has  been  raised  an  additional  story. 
The  main  building  is  occupied  by  Cohen  (millinery)  and 
Bain  (a  tea  and  coffee  store.)  It  was  a  double  house  with  hall- 
way and  kitchen  wings  both  on  the  north  and  south.  Porter 
Sturges  occupied  the  south  house,  and  Henry  Coty  and  the 
late  Thomas  Hutchins  successively  occupied  the  north  part 
for  many  years. 

There  was  a  vacant  lot  between  the  two  Sturges  houses 
through  which  Golden  Hill  street  was  extended  in  1S47,  from 
Main  street  easterly,  leaving  a  strip  of  land  on  the  south  side 
of  the  street,  which  was  leased  by  the  city  and  an  engine 
house,  for  the  original  No.  5  hand  engine,  was  erected 
thereon.  The  same  building  is  now  occupied  as  a  bakery  by 
Mr.  A.  Brennan. 

The  survey  from  which  the  accompanying  diagram  is 
taken  was  made  by  Wolcott  Hawley,  a  brother  of  Major 
Aaron  and  Deacon  Elijah  Hawley,  October  20,  1795,  to  aid 
the  distribution  of  the  estate  of  Samuel  Porter,  Sen.  The 
original  has  the  dotted  lines  showing  the  portions  set  out  to 
the  two  heirs,  Samuel  Porter,  Jr.,  who  had  a  double  portion 
and  his  sister,  Mary  Sturges. 

Lewis  and  Isaac  Sturges  with  their  families  went  West 
about  1820,  and  afterwards  settled  in  Wisconsin.  Rev.  /Mbert 
Sturges,  the  veteran  missionary  of  the  American  Board  in 
Micronesia,  is  of  this  family. 

They  sold  their  interest  in  the  remnant  of  this  property 
on  the  death  of  Samuel  Porter,  Jr.,  who  died  without  children, 
September  g,  1842. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  B.  Sturges,  of  Greenfield  Hill,  Conn., 
is  the  only  son  and  heir  of  Joseph  P.  Sturges.  He  inherited 
the  undivided  half  of  the  old  Porter  house,  lot  No.  532,  Main 
street,  and  came  into  possession  of  it  on  the  death  of  the 
widow  of  Samuel  Porter,  Jr.,  April  12,  1867. 

Recently,  there  has  been  a  division  by  which  he  has  ac- 
quired sole  ownership  of  the  entire  Main  street  front,  and  is 
putting  it  to  use  by  erecting  the  one-story  block  of  stores 
now  being  built. 
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This  plot  of  land  is  referred  to  in  the  deed,  as  being  lo- 
cated on  Golden  Hill,  showing-  that  the  name  was  applied  to 
the  land  extending  to  the  Pequonnock  river.  It  was  also 
called  "  Y*  Old  Fort."  Referring  to  the  diagram  on  the 
right  hand  side,  bordering  on  the  creek  at  the  extreme  point, 
the  position  of  the  fort  may  be  seen.  These  are  the  only 
allusions  to  a  fort  here,  now  known,  and  its  previous  existence 
must  have  been  traditionary  in  1795.  It  could  hardly  have 
been  built  by  the  English  settlers,  or  there  would  have  been 
some  record  of  it,  or  in  connection  with  its  erection  and  use. 
Therefore  it  must  have  been  an  Indian  fortification. 

The  location  was  a  rocky  promontory  jutting  out  into 
the  creek  from  a  beautiful  plateau  which  extended  back  to 
the  highway.  Later,  for  three-quarters  of  a  century  it  was 
universally  known  as  Porter's  Rocks.  It  retained  nearly  its 
pristine  beauty  until  1838,  and  was  a  favorite  resort  for  sports 
and  bathing,  by  the  young  men  and  boys  of  the  period,  a  few 
of  whom  survive  to  this  day.  There  was  the  round  rock  and 
the  flat  rock;  both  extending  out  so  as  to  afford  at  their  base 
considerable  depth  of  water  at  high  tide  ;  the  latter  was  at 
the  extreme  point  and  was  a  favorite  place  for  fishing,  espe- 
cially for  frost  fish  in  their  season.  A  short  distance  from  the 
point  on  the  northern  bank  was  the  round  rock,  from  which 
the  bathers  took  their  leap  headforemost  into  the  briny 
waters.  The  bank  here  was  skirted  with  cedars,  which 
afforded  a  good  cover  for  this  sport. 

Just  before  the  present  century,  a  new  spirit  of  enterprise 
was  awakened  here.  Previous  to  the  Revolutionary  War 
the  parish  of  Stratfield  was  a  quiet  farming  community. 
Nothing  had  been  done,  specially,  to  develope  the  place. 
Long  Island  Sound  had  indeed  become  a  highway  of  com- 
merce. The  frequent  disturbances,  at  that  period  in  the 
political  atmosphere  of  the  Old  World,  were  soon  felt  here, 
and  the  infant  settlements,  unprotected  as  they  were,  and 
their  trading  vessels  especially,  were  a  tempting  and  easy 
prey  to  the  privateers,  which  swarmed  on  the  American 
coast. 

The  harbors  and  settlements  lying  close  upon  the  Sound 
were  most  exposed.    Pequonnock  river,  however,  was  excep- 
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tionally  safe.  There  was  fully  as  much  depth  of  water  above 
the  neck,  now  the  site  of  Berkshire  bridge,  as  on  the  bar  out- 
side, and  plenty  of  space  also.  The  wooded  bluffs  on  the 
shore,  some  of  them  jutting-  out  into  bold  promontories,  shut 
out  this  portion  from  the  open  harbor  and  Sound,  affording  a 
safe  retreat,  almost  a  hiding  place.  Under  the  then  existing 
state  of  things  it  is  no  wonder  commerce  was  early  developed 
at  this  place.  Theophilus  Nichols  and  his  son  Philip  had 
their  store  and  wharf  at  the  extreme  head  of  navigation  near 
what  is  now  known  as  the  Plumb  place.  They  built  and 
sailed  vessels  from  there,  as  did  also  Capt.  Stephen  Burroughs, 
Sen.  The  shore  opposite  the  old  red  brick  house  on  North 
avenue  was  long  known  and  designated  the  Shipyard.  The 
commercial  and  trading  interests  to  this  period  with  Boston 
and  New  York  were  not  large,  yet  were  sufficient  to  foster  a 
spirit  of  enterprise  and  educate  and  prepare  the  more  ambi- 
tious young  men  to  improve  their  opportunities. 

The  establishment  of  our  national  independence  not  only 
infused  new  life,  but  brought  greater  security  to  our  coast 
and  coasting  trade.  The  surrounding  country  naturally  cen- 
tering here  was  rich  in  agricultural  resources.  Boston,  New 
York,  the  Southern  Atlantic  States  and  the  West  Indies,  were 
the  markets.  Water  street  had  been  laid  out  from  the 
present  Fairfield  avenue,  three  rods  wide  to  Welles'  Tongue. 
Wharves  and  stores  began  to  be  built  upon  it.  Men  with 
their  families,  who  had  lived  from  one  to  two  miles  in  the 
interior,  settled  on  the  shore  and  entered  vigorously  into  trade 
and  commerce.  xVmong  these  may  be  mentioned  the  families 
of  Nichols,  Hawley,  Hubbell,  Sherman,  Burroughs,  Sterlings 
and  Summers.  The  advantages  of  the  location  began  to  be 
appreciated  and  an  enterprising  element  came  into  the  place, 
from  the  surrounding  towns  and  from  a  greater  distance. 
Isaac  Sherman  mentioned  by  name,  in  1857,  not  less  than  forty 
men  who  came  from  abroad  and  settled  here  between  the 
years  1790  and  1806,  who  became  prominent  as  successful 
business  men. 

The  names  of  these  persons  with  the  date  when  they  came, 
and  their  business  occupations,  are  here  given  ;  the  stars  in- 
dicating those  whose  descendants  are  known,  still  to  remain  in 
the  city. 
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1786,  Daniel  Young,  merchant,  from  Norwich,  Conn. 
-   1790,  Salmon  Hubbell,  merchant,  from  Wilton,  Conn. 

1790,  Capt.  Abraham  Hubbell,  merchant,  from  Wilton, 
Conn. 

1792,  John  S.  Cannon,  merchant  and  banker,  from  Norwalk, 
Conn. 

1792,  Robert  and  Prosper  Wetmore,  merchants,  from  Strat- 
ford, Conn. 

1792,  David  and  John  DeForest,  merchants,  from  New 
Haven,  Conn. 

1792,  Thomas  Gouge,  hatter,  from  New  York  State. 

1793,  Reuben  Tweedy,"  hatter,  from  Danbury,  Conn. 

1793,  Nathaniel  Wade,'^  watchmaker  and  merchant  from 
Norwich,  Conn. 

1794,  Capt.  Thaddeus  Hubbell,  seaman,  from  Wilton,  Conn. 
1794,  Isaac  Hinman,"-^  merchant,  from  Trumbull,  Conn. 
1794,  Thaddeus  Benedict,  attorney,  from  Reading,  Conn. 
1794,  Lambert  Lockwood,  merchant,  from  Wilton,  Conn. 
1794,  Hull  and  Lyon,  merchants,  successors  to  David  and 

John  DeForest. 

1794,  Capt.  Jonathan  Baker,*  seaman,  from  an  eastern  town. 
1794,  Richard  Hyde,--  merchant,  from  Norwich,  Conn. 
1794,  Samuel  Burr,  merchant,  from  Fairfield,  Conn. 
1796-1803,  Ezra  Gregory,*  inn  keeper,  from  Wilton,  Conn. 

[The  following  came  between  the  years  1796  and  1803.] 

Ephraim  Middlebrook,*  joiner,  from  Trumbull,  Conn. 

Stephen  Hull,*  blacksmith,  from  Wilton,  Conn. 

Dea.    William  DeForest,*   merchant,    from    Weston  (now 

Easton),  Conn. 
Robert  Linus,*  packer,  from  Stratford,  Conn. 
Capt.  John  Brooks,*  seaman,  from  Stratford,  Conn. 
Capt.  Joseph  Sterling  Edwards,  seaman,  from  Trumbull,  Conn. 
Sylvanus  Sterling,  merchant,  from  Trumbull,  Conn. 
Jesse  Sterling,*  merchant,  from  Trumbull,  Conn. 
Capt.  Ezekiel  Hubbell,  seaman,  from  Greenfield  Hill,  Conn. 
William  H.  Peabody,  cabinet  maker,  from  Norwich,  Conn. 
Ira  Peck,*  merchant,  from  Brookfield,  Conn. 
Lemuel  Hubbell,  cabinet  maker,  from  Stratford,  Conn. 
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Benjamin  Hall,  attorney,  from  Weston  (now  Easton),  Conn. 
Joseph  Backus,  attorney,  from  Glastonbury,  Conn. 
Maj.  Benjamin  M.  Woolsev,  merchant,  from  Long  Island, 
N.  Y. 

1806,  Smith  Tweedv,  hatter,  from  Danbury,  Conn. 
1806,  Samuel  Penney,  merchant. 
1806,  Hezekiah  Ripley,  printer. 

1806,  Lazarus  Beach,  printer,  from  Redding,  Conn. 

1806,  Stiles  Nichols, printer,  from  Danbury,  Conn. 

1806,  James  E.  Beach, ^  physician,  from  New  Haven,  Conn. 

1803,  Thomas  Woodward,  merchant. 

1805,  Josiah  Prindle,  merchant,  from  Derby,  Conn. 

1805,  Mordeca  Prindle,  merchant,  from  Derby,  Conn. 

1805,  Joseph  H.  Prindle,  merchant,  from  Derby,  Conn. 

In  1797-8,  the  first  drawbridge  across  the  harbor  was 
chartered  and  built. 

In  1800,  the  borough  of  Bridgeport — the  first  in  the  State 
and  a  pattern  for  others — was  chartered,  and  as  a  commercial 
and  manufacturing  community,  Bridgeport  commenced  her 
career  of  enterprise  and  progress. 

Several  new  streets  had  been  laid  out,  which  were  now 
recognized  and  named  ;  among  them  Gold  street  from  Main 
to  the  harbor,  two  rods  wide.  Mr.  Nathaniel  Wade,  a  watch- 
maker by  trade,  from  Norwich,  Conn.,  afterward  a  merchant, 
bought  land  of  Mr.  Porter,  and  erected  his  house,  the  same 
is  now  standing  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Main  and  Gold 
streets.  Philo  and  DeLuzern  DeForest  secured  the  northeast 
corner  and  erected  the  house  now  standing  there,  so  long 
owned  and  occupied  by  Isaac  Sherman,  Esq.,  and  now  by  his 
descendants.  Capt.  Joseph  Sterling  Edwards,  from  Trum- 
bull, bought  and  built  on  the  south  side  of  Gold  street,  from 
Middle  to  Water  street.  His  widow  left  this  with  other 
property,  to  her  brother,  Isaac  Burroughs,  Esq.,  which  has 
served  to  swell  the  Pettengill  estate,  from  which  such  munifi- 
cent public  benefactions  are  now  being  realized. 

Mr.  Jesse  Sterling,  also  from  Trumbull,  a  merchant,  pur- 
chased the  site  on  the  north  side  of  Gold  street  at  the  head 
of  Water  street,  and  erected  the  house  more  recently  owned 
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and  occupied  by  Mr.  Abel  Drew.  The  same  was  removed 
in  1870  for  the  extension  of  Water  street.  Later,  on  Main 
street,  next  north  of  Isaac  Sherman,  Captain  Gershom  E. 
Hubbell  located.  Next  to  him  was  Mr.  George  Smith,  and 
last  on  the  plot  was  Captain  William  Goodsell,  who  had  his 
slaughter  house  on  the  bank  of  the  creek  in  the  rear  of  the 
dwellings. 

Isaac  Sherman  sold  a  part  of  his  Main  street  front  to 
Capt.  Joseph  H.  Hand  from  Long  Island — the  same  property 
being  now  owned  by  Jacob  Sutter,  and  occupied  by  Mr.  C. 
P.  Coe's  wholesale  and  retail  grocery. 

A  WectL^er's  SJiop  is  seen  on  the  diagram,  standing 
northerly  of  the  dwelling  house  of  Samuel  Porter,  back  from 
the  highway.  It  was  occupied  by  both  Samuel  Porter  and 
his  son  of  the  same  name,  who  were  weavers  by  trade,  and 
supplied  the  settlement  with  the  elegant  woolen  bed  cover- 
lets,— specimens  of  which  are  still  preserved  in  the  old 
families,  woolen  cloth  and  blankets,  damask  and  plain  linen. 

So  far  as  appears,  this  building  was  the  first  exclusively 
devoted  to  the  manufacturing  of  goods  within  the  limits  of 
Bridgeport,  and  is  in  very  striking  contrast  with  the  splendid 
and  extensive  structures  of  the  present  day. 

TJie  Salt  JVoi'lxS.  For  some  reason,  probably  the  scarcity 
of  salt  during  and  after  the  close  of  the  second  war  with  Great 
Britain,  about  the  year  18 iS,  it  was  deemed  a  wise  measure 
to  secure  salt  of  home  manufacture,  and  so  prudent  and  saga- 
cious man  as  the  late  Isaac  Sherman  was  persuaded  that  it 
was  safe  to  invest  capital  aiid  labor  in  it.  The  beautiful  pla- 
teau north  of  Gold  street,  the  property  of  his  brother-in-law, 
Samuel  Porter,  Jr.,  was  selected  as  the  site  for  the  opera- 
tions. The  location  of  the  evaporating  vats  is  shown  on  the 
diagram.  The  salt  water  was  pumped  from  the  bay  or  creek 
into  the  vats,  b}'  means  of  a  windmill  stationed  at  or  near  the 
point.  No  statistics  are  extant  as  to  the  quantity  or  quality 
of  the  product,  but  merchantable  salt  was  made. 

One  mistake  as  to  location  became  apparent,  that  the 
water  of  the  creek  at  this  point  was  too  much  diluted  with 
the  fresh  water  of  its  tributaries,  which  with  the  increased 
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facilities  for  procuring  the  West  India  product,  conspired  to 
render  the  enterprise  unprofitable.  The  Salt  Works,  as  they 
were  called,  were  mentioned  in  the  will  of  Samuel  Porter,  Jr., 
written  in  1S28.  The  unused  vats  were  admirably  adapted 
to,  and  improved  by  the  young  people,  for  the  game  of  hide 
and  seek.  They  disappeared  soon  after  the  year  1830,  as  re- 
membered by  persons  still  living. 

The  Slaughtcv  House  is  also  represented  on  the  dia- 
gram. Capt.  William  Goodsell,  who  early  lived  in  the  old 
yellow  house  which  was  removed  from  Main  street  in  1871  in 
order  to  open  Congress  street,  is  believed  to  have  been  the 
first  to  fit  up  and  occupy  a  regular  slaughter  house  here.  It 
was  a  barn-like  structure  standing  on  the  edge  of  the  bluff 
and  extending  almost  its  whole  size  over  the  bank — which 
was  well  washed  by  each  flood  tide — the  building  being  sup- 
ported by  substantial  posts.  Its  site  was  included  in  the  pur- 
chase of  the  late  Benjamin  Ray,  who  had  much  difficulty  in 
getting  the  boundary  lines  established  satisfactorily.  In  his 
numerous  and  vigorous  talks  about  the  matter,  well  remem- 
bered by  many,  very  frequent  allusions  were  made  to  "  Capt. 
Goodsell's  slaughter  house  yard." 

It  is  interesting  to  note  how  the  progress  of  the  settle- 
ment moved  back  the  slaughter  houses.  The  next  location 
was  that  of  Gideon  and  Eli  Thompson  on  the  westerly  side 
of  North  Washington  avenue,  not  far  from  the  present  loca- 
tion of  Mulloy's  lane,  from  1833  to  1843. 

From  this  the  same  parties  removed  to  what  is  now  the 
Thompson  farm,  a  little  south  of  the  toll-gate  on  the  Hunting- 
ton turnpike,  while  Smith  and  Stratton,  and  their  successors, 
and  Captain  Terry,  located  theirs  on  the  Newtown  turnpike 
about  two  miles  out  of  town. 

The  heavy  beef  is  now  mostly  dressed  for  this  market  in 
Chicago,  111.;  transported  in  refrigerator  cars  and  distributed 
from  refrigerator  depots — two  of  them  located  on  this  same 
territory — to  be  dispensed  in  steaks  and  roasts  from  the  re- 
frigerators of  the  local  markets. 

Saddle  ^oxes  were  made  also  on  this  territory.  The 
shipment  to  markets  in  the  South,  of  large  quantities  of  sad- 
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dies  and  harness,  manufactured  here  from  1815  to  i860,  re- 
quired many  strong-  boxes  of  special  form  and  size.  Up  to 
1849,  these  were  almost  exclusively  made  without  machinery, 
by  Porter  Sturges,  whose  shop  and  lumber  yard  were  on 
Middle  street  at  the  present  corner  of  Golden  Hill  street, 
occupied  now  by  the  Naugatuck  Valley  Ice  Company.  His 
assistant  when  needed,  was  the  late  David  Wheeler,  who 
lived  on  Arch  street,  and  later  on  the  Newtown  turnpike 
near  Beach  street. 

This  work  afforded  reliable  and  steady  employment  for 
these  men,  and  with  the  frugality  for  which  they  were  both 
noted,  laid  the  foundation  of  handsome  estates  for  each  one. 

The  increased  quantity  needed  and  the  competition  of 
machinery,  diverted  the  source  of  supply  to  the  shops  of  L. 
C.  Shepard  &  Co.,  about  1850,  then  located  at  the  site  of  the 
north  end  of  the  Atlantic  Hotel,  the  Union  House  being  a 
part;  and  later  to  Lyon  &  Curtis,  on  Simon's  wharf. 

Comb  JTalt'inr/f  as  a  business,  was  established  and  con- 
ducted here  for  a  while,  by  Moss  K.  Botsford,  from  Newtown, 
who  purchased  of  Jesse  Sterling,  the  house  on  the  bank  on 
the  north  side  of  Gold  street,  at  the  head  of  Water  street. 
This  business  was  very  prosperous  from  about  1830  to  1835. 
Bethel  and  Newtown  were  largely  engaged  in  it.  Some 
manufacturers  were  successful  for  a  time,  but  the  fashions 
were  extremely  changeable,  and  the  business  fitful,  which  led 
to  many  failures  ;  and  hence  it  continued  here  but  a  short 
time.  Mr.  Abel  Drew,  from  Derby,  was  the  next  owner  of 
the  above-mentioned  house. 

Cooperage.  The  commerce  of  the  place,  especiallj'  the 
West  India  trade,  and  for  a  number  of  years  the  whaling-  busi- 
ness, required  a  great  many  casks,  and  made  a  lively  business 
for  the  coopers.  Mr.  Drew's  shop  was  on  the  south  shore  of 
the  point,  where  he  employed  a  number  of  men,  and  he,  see- 
ing, embraced  his  opportunity,  and  thus  laid  the  foundation 
for  his  handsome  estate. 

TJie  Housatonic  Itailroad  was  chartered  in  1836,  for 
a  line  from  Bridgeport  to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  state 
in  the  town  of  Canaan,  Litchfield  County.     The  company 
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was  organized,  capital  subscribed,  and  right  of  way  secured 
to  New  Milford  in  1S38.  Commencing  at  a  point  near  the 
west  approach  to  the  Bridgeport  bridge — Fairfield  avenue — 
it  extended  northerly  across  the  mud  flats  and  over  this 
Porter  property,  making  quite  a  deep  cut  across  it.  The 
company  not  only  purchased  the  usual  right  of  way  over  this 
property  for  main  tracks,  but  secured  the  entire  point  east  of 
its  main  line,  graded  it  down,  using  the  material  towards  fill- 
ing the  roadway  across  the  adjacent  mud  flats,  and  then 
located  their  engine  house,  turn-tables  and  car-shop  thereon. 
A  wharf  was  constructed  at  the  extreme  point,  and  the  Long 
Island  skipper  connected  with  Mr.  Roswell  Lewis'  coal  and 
wood  yard,  landed  thereon  the  pine  wood  which  was  then 
used  at  this  end  of  the  line  for  fuel  for  the  locomotives. 
Thus  the  beautiful  bluff"  was  invaded,  and  its  glory  departed 
before  the  march  of  modern  utility  and  progress.  The  con- 
struction and  opening  of  the  railroad  developed  the  need  of 
a  foundry  and  machine  shops.  This  need  was  measurably 
supplied  by  the  late  David  Wheeler  of  Park  avenue,  who  was 
in  1843  joined  by  George  and  J.  R.  Young,  and  had  their 
works  in  a  wooden  building  on  the  same  site  as  the  present 
Bridgeport  Iron  Works,  which  is  made  land  on  the  mud  flats 
fronting  this  Porter  property. 

Tlie  First  Center  BrifJge.  When,  in  1852,  Hon.  P.  T. 
Barnum  joined  Gen.  Wm.  H.  Noble  for  the  development  of 
East  Bridgeport,  they  at  once  realized  that  they  must  have 
more  direct  and  easier  communication  with  the  business  por- 
tion of  the  city  on  the  west  side  of  the  harbor.  Hence  they 
procured  a  charter  for  a  bridge;  the  eas:ern  terminus  about 
identical  with  the  present  Center  bridge,  while  the  western 
end,  spanning  the  Housatonic  railroad  track,  landed  upon  the 
high  bank  of  this  Porter  property,  for  which  they  made  an 
appropriate  purchase  of  Mrs.  Ellen  Porter,  the  widow  of 
Samuel  Porter,  Jr.,  November  19,  1852.  This  was  reached  by 
a  street  which  had  been  opened  as  a  highway  by  Mr.  Porter, 
and  named  by  him  Summer  street,  extending  northerly  from 
Gold  street  a  little  east  of  the  line  of  Middle  street  extended. 
After  the  location  of  the  bridge  it  was  called  Bridge  street. 
By  the  kindness  of  General  Noble  the  Historical  society  has 
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a  picture  of  this  bridge  on  its  walls,  painted  in  water  colors, 
showinof  a  condition  of  the  surroundings  now  most  thor- 
oughly  changed. 

When  the  present  Center  bridge  was  constructed  in  1869, 
the  western  terminus  was  changed  to  Congress  street,  crossing 
the  railroad  at  grade.  Middle  street  was  soon  after  ex- 
tended thereto  in  a  direct  line  and  Bridge  street  was  discon- 
tinued. In  Nov  ember,  1864,  the  city  purchased  this  bridge 
and  appurtenances  with  the  other  bridges  across  the  harbor, 
and  in  the  adjustment  of  property  interests  affected  by  these 
changes,  and  the  extension  of  Middle  street,  the  city  obtained 
the  site  of  the  present  No.  5  engine  house. 

Previous  to  the  extension  of  Congress  street  for  the  west- 
ern terminus  of  the  Center  bridge,  in  1S69,  the  mud  flats  and 
low  ground  on  the  west  side  of  the  Housatonic  railroad  track 
from  the  Porter  property  to  Lumber  street,  was  flooded 
through  a  water  way  at  the  old  mill  located  near  the  line  of 
Lumber  street  and  the  face  of  the  wharf  at  that  point.  The 
water  was  changed  and  purified  each  flood  tide,  but  the  gate 
in  the  water  way  retained  enough  to  give  at  all  times  a  depth 
of  several  teet  in  the  southern  portion  near  this  property. 

Previous  to  the  introduction  of  the  present  water  supply 
of  the  city,  much  dependence  was  placed  upon  the  salt  water 
of  the  harbor  for  extinguishing  fires.  This  vicinity  was 
practically  shut  off  from  the  water  front,  especially  at  low 
tide,  and  to  remedy  this,  Mrs.  Ellen  Porter  deeded  to  the  citv 
an  addition  to  the  Bridge  street  highway,  May  19,  1859,  ^'^'^ 
opened  a  way  to  the  water  above  described,  where  the  city 
constructed  a  platform  sufficient  to  accommodate  one  of  the 
hand  engines  of  that  period  and  its  company  in  actual  service. 

About  1846,  the  Housatonic  Railroad  Company  removed 
their  depot  both  for  passengers  and  freight  from  near  Fairfield 
avenue  southerly,  nearly  to  the  present  elevator.  A  few 
years  afterwards,  having  filled  and  made  solid  ground  of  the 
mud  flats  still  further  south  they  put  up  there  a  round  house, 
and  other  necessary  shops  and  buildings.  The  old  engine 
house  and  the  long  car  house  remained  in  their  places  on  the 
Porter  property  many  years;  also  a  blacksmith  business  by 
several  parties.    The  veteran  blacksmith,  Mr.  Joseph  C.  Bar- 
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num,  had  his  shop  there  for  many  years  until  his  decease, 
February  25,  18S3,  aged  So  years. 

The  B)'idffepo)'t  Boiler  Works  commenced  operations 
in  1869,  on  this  (^Porter's)  point,  utilizing  some  of  the  old  build- 
ings, and  erecting  others.  This  company  embraced  the  fol- 
lowing names:  Humphrey,  Watson,  Farrel,  and  Chatfield. 

In  1S70,  Farrel  and  Chatfield  retired,  and  the  business 
was  continued  by  Humphrey  and  Watson,  until  1S72,  when 
Mr.  William  Lowe  took  the  place  of  Mr.  Humphrey.  Messrs. 
Lowe  and  Watson  continued  the  making  of  steam  boilers  suc- 
cessfully for  ten  years,  until  they  were  burned  out,  April  24, 
1882.  As  they  were  unable  to  obtain  a  lease  of  the  premises 
for  a  term  of  years,  they  secured  a  location  of  Mr.  William 
H.  Perry,  adjoining  the  Housatonic  railroad  track,  farther 
north. 

The  late  Mr.  Hanford  Lyon  purchased  the  water  front  of  a 
portion  of  this  property,  and  improved  it,  in  connection  with 
that  which  he  previously  owned,  adjoining  it  on  the  south. 
This  has  been  occupied  as  a  coal  yard  by  C.  M.  Noble  and 
Companv,  and  by  Courtland  Kelsey,  and  is  now  a  part  of  the 
extensive  yards  of  Messrs.  Miller  and  Strickland. 

Mr.  Julius  Hawley  purchased  of  the  Burroughs  family, 
the  Edwards  property,  on  the  south  side  of  Gold  street,  ex- 
tending to  the  channel  of  the  harbor,  which  he  has  improved, 
and  upon  which  is  located  the  extensive  lumber  yards  and 
steam  saw-mill  of  the  Bridgeport  Lumber  Company. 

Messrs.  Henry  N.  and  Alonzo  J.  Beardsley  purchased  the 
water  front  of  Mr.  Abel  Drew,  which  carried  one-half  of  the 
width  of  Gold  street  from  the  east  side  of  the  tracks  of  the 
Consolidated  railroads  to  the  channel,  which  they  are  leis- 
urely filling,  and  which  will  become  a  very  valuable  property. 

The  Housatonic  Railroad  Company  have  here  a  fine 
property,  partly  mud  flats,  which  they  will  no  doubt  fill  to 
the  harbor  line  at  no  distant  day.  This  done,  it  will  afilbrd 
room  for  the  return  to  this  point  of  their  engine  houses,  thus 
relieving  the  crowded  condition  in  the  present  locality  of 
their  buildings,  and  facilitating  the  removal  of  the  tracks  of  the 
Consolidated  road  from  lower  Water  street,  an  object  most 
earnestly  to  be  desired. 
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The  whole  plot,  much  of  it  forty  years  ago  so  quiet  and 
so  pleasant  for  family  homes  of  the  best  sort,  is  now  almost 
wholly  given  over  to  business. 

The  following  list  of  names  of  householders,  found  on  a 
separate  sheet,  with  the  date  partlv  torn  off,  in  the  handwrit- 
ing of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Cooke,  the  second  pastor  of  the  Strat- 
field  Church,  was  preserved  by  the  late  Isaac  Sherman,  Esqr., 
and  pasted  upon  a  leaf  of  the  manuscript  book  of  his  "  Rec- 
ollections." From  the  names  found  upon  it,  and  others  well 
known  which  are  omitted,  the  date  is  known  to  have  been 
1733  or  1734.  The  list  contains  the  names  of  heads  of  families 
then  residing  in  the  parish  of  Stratfield,  and  upon  an  estimate 
of  five  persons  to  each  family  there  were  about  seven  hundred 
persons  in  the  parish. 


List  of  the  Householders  iit  Stratfield  Anno  Domini,  17 — , 
Disposed  Alphabetically. 


James  Bennitt,  Sen'', 
Isaac  Bennii!, 
William  Bennitt, 
James  Bennitt,  Jun'', 
Stephen  Bennitt, 
William  Beardsle,  Sen'', 
Daniel  Beardsle, 
John  Beardsle.  Sep.^ 
Nathan  Beardsle, 
William  Beardsle,  Jun'', 
Ebenezer  Beardsle, 
David  Beardsle, 
John  Beardsle,  Jun^ 
Obadiah  Beardsle, 
Joseph  Booth, 
John  Burr,  Sen'', 
John  Burr,  Jun'', 
Charles  Burrett, 
Stephen  Burrows, 
Samuel  Cable, 
Israel  Chauncey, 
Robert  Chauncey, 
Caleb  Cole, 
Daniel  Comestock, 
Samuel  Cooke, 
Elijah  Crane, 
Jonah  Curtiss, 


John  Edwards.  Sen'', 
Thomas  Edwards, 
John  Edwards,  Jun'', 
Sarah  Fayerweather, 
John  Fayerweather, 
Abigail  Fayerweather, 
Deborah  Fairchild, 
James  Fairchild, 
Samuel  French's  widow, 
Samuel  French, 
Ebenezer  French, 
Samuel  Gregory, 
Benjamin  Gregory. 
Ebenezer  Gregory, 
Thaddeus  Gregory, 
Enock  Gregory, 
Francis  Hall,  Sen', 
John  Hall, 
Samuel  Hall, 
Burgess  Hall, 
Francis  Hall.  Jun', 
Richard  Hall, 
Elnatlian  Hall, 
Ebenezer  Hawley, 
James  Hawley, 
William  Hodgden, 
Matthew  Horn, 


Richard  Hubbell,  Sen^ 
James  Hubbell, 
John  Hubbell, 
Daniel  Hubbell, 


Stephen  Hubbell, 
David  Hubbell, 
Joseph  Hubbell, 
Ebenezer  Hubbell, 
Ze';hariah  Hubbell, 
Richard  Hubbell,  Jun', 
Andrew  Hubbell, 
Nathan  Hurd, 
Moses  Jackson, 
John  Jackson's  widow, 
Gabriel  Jackson, 
John  Jackson, 
David  Jackson,  Sen', 
David  Jackson,  Jun', 
John  Jones, 
Edward  Lacy, 
John  Lacy, 
Ebenezer  Lacy, 
Zechariah  Lawrence, 
Matthew  McHard, 
John  Mallet,  Sen', 
David  Mallet,  Jun'', 
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John  Man, 
Samuel  Martin, 
Nicholas  Masters, 
Zechariah  Mead, 
John  Middlebrook, 
Noah  Morehouse, 
John  Odell, 
Samuel  Odell's  widow, 
William  Odell, 
Hezekiah  Odell, 
Samuel  Odell, 
Samuel  Patchen, 
Benjamin  Phippeny, 
John  Porter, 
Valentine  Rowell, 
Henry  Rowland, 
Zechariah  Sanford, 
Ezekiel  Sanford, 
Thomas  Sanford, 
James  Seeiye's  widow, 
Joseph  Seelye, 


David  Sherman,  Sen^ 
David  Sherman,  Jun'', 
Enos  Sherman, 
John  Sherwood, 
Nathaniel  Sherwood, 
Matthew  Sherwood, 
William  Smith,  Sen% 
William  Smith,  Jun'', 
John  Smith's  widow, 
Jacob  Starling, 
Henry  Stevens, 
Peter  Stevens, 
Thomas  Stoddard, 
Samuel  Summer's  widow, 
Henry  Summers, 
John  Summers, 
David  Summers, 
Nathan  Summers, 
Edward  Tredwell, 
Deborah  Tredwell, 
Benjamin  Tredwell, 


Zechariah  Tredwell, 
Hezekiah  Tredwell, 
Samuel  Tredwell, 
Jacob  Tredwell, 
Samuel  Trowbridge,  Sen'', 
Samuel  Trowbridge,  Jun% 
Jonah  Turny, 
Robert  Turny, 
Jonathan  Wakely,  Sen'', 
Henry  Wakely, 
Joseph  Wakely, 
Israel  Wakely, 
Nathaniel  Wakely, 
Jonathan  Wakely,  Jun', 
Samuel  Well's  widow, 
Samuel  Wells, 
John  Wheeler, 
Timothy  Wheeler, 
Isaac  Wheeler, 
Ebenezer  Wheeler, 
Richard  Whitny." 


CHAPTER  11. 


EARLY  SETTLERS. 

OCxATING  the  homes  of  the  early  settlers 
is  a  work  costing-  much  time  for  research  and 
study,  and  but  for  the  manuscript  book  of 
Dea.  Isaac  Sherman,  no  attempt  would  have 
been  made,  either  to  provide  the  accom- 
panying map,  or  to  prepare  the  following 
biographical  sketches.  But,  since  that  book 
was  in  existence,  largely  by  the  forethought 
and  perseverance  of  Dea.  Rowland  B.  Lacey 
in  fixing  Deacon  Sherman's  attention  to  it, 
before  he  died,  this  list  became  possible,  and 
has  been  completed  with  a  considerable  de- 
gree of  accuracy,  so  far  as  it  goes.  It  is 
not  claimed  that  the  list  includes  all  the 
early  settlers,  nor  all  that  could  be  said  of 
them,  because  Deacon  Sherman  gave  only 
his  recollections  of  what  he  had  heard  and  known  personally, 
and  there  could  not  be  taken  time  sufficient  to  search  the 
records  so  thoroughly  as  to  perfect  the  work,  although  much 
that  is  given  by  Deacon  Sherman  has  been  confirmed  by  the 
town  and  society  books.' 


'  Recollections  of  Isaac  Sherman. 

The  long  life  of  Isaac  Sherman  in  this  community  and  his  extensive  personal 
acquaintance,  his  familiarity  with  the  church  and  parish  records,  his  respect  for  his 
own  ancestry  and  his  genealogical  studies,  his  intercourse  with  and  fondness  for 
elderly  people,  his  extensive  business  associations,  his  investigations  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  pension  claims,  his  experience  in  connection  with  the  settlement  and 
distribution  of  estates,  all  contributed  to  furnish  his  observant  and  retentive  mind 
with  a  fund  of  information  in  regard  to  the  early  settlement  and  history  of  Stratfield 
and  Bridgeport.  He  could  give  the  exact  location  of  the  old  families  and  much 
about  their  descendants,  the  settlement  of  the  Newfields — now  the  city  of  Bridge- 
port— the  rise  and  progress  of  business,  and  business  firms,  how  composed,  where 
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JS'o.  1.  Isaac  Wlicelev,  son  of  Ephraim,  one  of  the  first 
settlers  in  Fairfield,  in  1644,  was  a  farmer  and  a  large  land- 
holder, for  his  mother  in  1681,  paid  tax  on  706  acres  of  land, 
Isaac  having  received  his  proportion  before  his  father's  death 
in  1670. 

He  was  one  of  the  nine  male  members  of  the  first  Strat- 
field  Church  at  its  organization  under  Rev.  Charles  Chauncey, 
June  13,  1695  ;  which  Church  is  now  located  in  Bridgeport, 
called  the  First  Congregational  Church. 

J^o.  2.  Samuel  Welles  was  a  farmer  with  a  good  farm, 
Welles'  Tongue  being  a  small  part  of  it.  He  was  the  son 
of  John  Welles,  and  grandson  of  Governor  Thomas  Welles, 
and  this  land  or  farm  was  first  laid  out  to  John  Welles  and 
given  in  his  will  to  this  son  Samuel.  He  had  one  son,  named 
David  Wakeman  Welles. 

JS'o.  3.  JoJdi  Jlalleft  was  a  Frenchman  and  a  farmer. 
Lewis  Mallett  who  resided  on  the  old  place  was  a  descendant. 
All  the  Malletts  at  Tashua  are  descendants  of  said  John 
Mallett. 

JVo.  4,  Benjamin  ITuhhell  was  a  farmer.  He  mar- 
ried a  half  sister  of  Doct.  Stephen  Middlebrook,  of  Trumbull. 
They  had  one  son,  John  Hubbell,  who  married  Betty,  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  Brothwell,  and  had  five  daughters:  Betsey,  who 
married  Timothy  Risley  ;  Polly,  who  married  Yale  E.  Hough  ; 
Anna,  who  married  Zalmon  Hawley.  Zalmon  Hawley  had 
Maria,  who  married  Capt.  John  Brooks,  Jr.;  Marietta,  who 
married  Capt.  Burr  Knapp ;  and  one  son  John,  who  died 
young. 

located,  and  whether  successful  or  not.  No  one  had  attempted  to  cover  the  field, 
and  no  one  living  could  do  it  as  he  could,  and,  unless  by  himself  committed  to 
paper,  before  his  decease,  it  was  certain  that  very  much  would  be  inevitably  lost. 

This  consideration  was  frequently  urged  upon  him  for  years  without  success. 
After  his  retirement  from  public  business,  his  consent  to  enter  upon  the  work  was 
gained,  the  plan  as  laid  out  for  him  pursued,  with  success,  and  the  result  is  mani- 
fest in  these  sketches,  numbered  in  regular  order  for  reference  to  the  accompany- 
ing map. 

■  To  the  labors  of  Esquire  Sherman,  Dea.  Rowland  B.  Lacey  has  added  about 
forty  sketches,  upon  much  careful  enquiry  and  research,  and  the  whole  forms  a 
valuable  portion  of  the  history  of  Bridgeport. 
6 
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^0,0.  Henjfimin  Wheeler  was  a  farmer,  and  was  a 
grandson  of  Isaac  Wheeler.'  Said  Benjamin  was  the  father 
of  Timothy,  and  grandfather  of  Benjamin,  Ezra  and  Hannah. 

No,  6.  Samuel  Odell,  a  farmer,  was  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  an  active  member  of  the  church  and  society. 
One  of  his  daughters  is  now  [1856]  living,  and  is  over  90 
years  of  age.  She  is  the  widow  of  Samuel  Wheeler.  Her 
name  is  Julia  Wheeler,  and  she  draws  a  pension  for  the 
services  of  said  Samuel  in  the  Revolution.  Samuel  Odell 
had  one  son  by  the  name  of  Maline  Odell,  who  was  lost  at 
sea  about  the  year  1800,  in  a  clipper  built  schooner,  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Benjamin  Wheeler,  a  descendant  of  Isaac, 
who  with  all  his  crew  was  lost  in  said  schooner,  for  they  were 
never  heard  from  after  they  sailed  from  New  York.  Said 
Capt.  Benjamin  W^heeler  left  a  wife  and  the  following  child- 
ren :  Ira  B.;  Daniel  Odell;  Sally,  who  married  Moses  Piatt; 
Betsey,  who  married  David  Ufford,  and  Marrietta,  who  mar- 
ried Gideon  Thompson. 

No.  7.  Capt.  Ahel  WaJcelee,  a  sailor,  was  lost  at  sea  in 
the  brig  Julius  Cassar  on  a  voyage  from  the  West  Indies 
bound  to  Bridgeport  with  a  load  of  salt.  The  crew  and  offi- 
cers were  all  saved  in  the  long  boat  when  the  brig  sunk,  ex- 
cept Abel  and  a  colored  man  named  Ned,  who  was  a  slave 
to  Capt.  Amos  Hubbell,  the  owner  of  the  brig. 

Capt.  Abel  Wakelee's  descendants  were  Charles  and 
Walker,  who  have  died  leaving  no  children.  His  widow's 
name  was  Grace. 

No.  8.  WilUani  Rose,  a  Frenchman,  was  one  of  the 
little  colony  of  Frenchmen  in  Nova  Scotia,  at  the  time  Canada 
was  taken  from  the  French  by  the  English  when  the  colony 
was  broken  up  by  the  order  of  the  English  Government  be- 
fore the  Revolution,  and  distributed  among  the  different 
thirteen  states.  Mr.  Rose  was  landed  in  this  parish  and  Dr. 
Fogg,  also,  was  one  of  said  neutral  French  who  settled  in 
Fairfield.  Mr.  Rose  was  a  gardener,  and  he  married  Jennette 
Mann.    His  children  were:  Peter,  Mabel,  Charity  and  Polly. 


'  This  is  doubtful.    See  Wheeler  Genealogy. 
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Doctor  Fogg  was  settled  in  Fairfield  and  was  an  accept- 
able physician.    He  died  since  the  Revolution. 

William  Rose  used  to  hsh  at  a  fishweir  in  Bridgeport 
harbor,  in  a  boat  alone,  accompanied  by  his  faithful  dog,  Lyon. 
On  one  of  the  fishing  days  he  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  over- 
board and  was  near  being  drowned  when  the  dog  swam  to 
him  and  he  clasped  the  dog's  tail  and  directed  him  to  swim 
for  the  shore.  When  the  dog  had  towed  his  master  almost  to 
the  shore  he  turned  about  to  swim  off,  when  Mr.  Rose  in  his 
broken  French,  called,  "  tudder  way,  Lyon,"  and,  obeying 
his  master,  drew  him  to  the  shore.  William  Rose  died  April 
21,  1812,  aged  90  years. 

No,  9.  Hexeliiali  Wheeler,  a  tailor  by  trade,  was  em- 
ployed in  making  buckskin  breeches,  which  were  in  his  day 
the  common  wear  for  men  and  boys,  and  were  used  in  some 
families  as  late  as  the  year  1800.  He  had  one  son,  a  sailor, 
named  Wilson,  who  was  lost  at  sea.  Hezekiah  Wheeler,  and 
his  son  now  living  in  New  York,  are  descendants  of  said 
Isaac  Wheeler. 

Hfo.  A.  Bridgepovt  and  Stvatfleld  Burying 
€h'Oii7id.  From  the  earliest  settlement  up  to  1812,  the 
"Old  Stratfield  Burial  Ground"  was  made  the  resting  place 
of  the  dead  in  Stratfield  Parish.  At  this  period,  even  with 
the  addition  of  1772,  the  old  ground  had  become  too  strait, 
and,  upon  petition  of  James  E.  Beach  and  others,  to  the 
October  session  of  the  General  Assembly  of  i8ri,  showing 
that  they  had  purchased  a  piece  of  land  bounded  north  on 
Silas  Sherman;  east  on  highway  (Division  street),  south  and 
west  on  Abijah  Hawley's  land,  the  said  proprietors  and  their 
associates  were  duly  incorporated  to  be  known  by  the  name 
of  "The  Bridgeport  and  Stratfield  Burying  Ground  Associa- 
tion." Lambert  Lockwood  was  named  as  the  first  clerk,  and 
it  was  especially  provided  that  "said  burying  ground  shall 
forever  remain  and  be  used  as  and  for  a  burying  ground,  and 
for  that  purpose  only."  Provision  was  made  for  its  layout 
into  lots  and  the  proprietor  of  a  lot  became  a  legal  member 
of  the  Corporation,  and  he,  his  heirs,  successors,  or  assigns, 
entitled  to  one  vote  for  every  lot  he  or  they  possessed.  A 
son  of  Mr.  Ezra  Wheeler  was  the  first  child  and  Mr,  Elijah 
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Burr  was  the  first  adult  buried  in  this  ground  in  1812.  Upon 
petition  to  the  General  Assembly  at  the  May  session,  1835,  an 
addition  was  made  at  the  west  end. 

Here  nearly  two  generations  were  laid  from  i8i2  to  1850, 
about  4,000  interments. 

For  some  years  the  immediate  vicinity  had  become  so 
thickly  settled  that  it  had  become  an  unsuitable  place  for  a 
cemetery,  and  in  1849  Mountain  Grove  Cemetery  was  inau- 
gurated. About  i860,  special  efforts  began  to  be  made  to  get 
a  vote  in  this  association  for  removal  to  Mountain  Grove  or 
some  other  point,  but  met  with  most  decided  opposition,  as 
did  repeated  efforts. 

The  agitation  of  the  subject  for  a  general  removal  made 
many  proprietors  timid  in  respect  to  the  permanency  of  their 
tenure,  and  numerous  voluntary  removals  were  made  to 
Mountain  Grove  and  elsewhere.  The  vacated  and  unused 
lots  were  bought  up  by  parties  desiring  removal  until  they 
held  a  majority,  and  under  an  Act  or  Resolution  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  May,  1873,  the  removal  was  consummated 
during  the  years  1873  and  1874,  under  commissioners  named 
in  said  Act.  Hon.  P.  T.  Barnum  became  the  purchaser  of 
the  entire  territory  through  David  W.  Sherwood,  his  agent, 
and  the  removals  were  made  largely  under  supervision  of 
George  Poole  to  the  westerly  side  of  the  grounds  in  Moun- 
tain Grove  Cemetery,  numbering  in  all  over  three  thousand. 
The  site  on  the  westerly  side  of  Park  avenue  is  now,  in  1885, 
mostly  covered  by  streets  and  cottages,  and  no  vestige  of  its 
former  use  appears. 

JVo.  10.  WilJiam  Iluhhell  was  by  occupation  a  house 
painter.  His  children  were  David,  and  Grizell,  and  other 
daughters. 

Justin  Smithy  a  native  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  was  a 
stone-cutter,  specially  skilled  in  working  the  brown  stone  of 
the  Chatham,  now  Portland,  quarries  in  Connecticut.  In 
1789,  he  embarked  from  that  place  with  a  vessel  load  of  the 
Chatham  stone,  his  family  and  household  goods  destined  for 
Mill  river  at  Fairfield,  but  his  load  was  not  consigned. 


*  This  name  is  not  located  on  the  map. 
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In  a  stress  of  weather  he  ran  his  vessel  into  Bridgeport 
harbor,  where,  while  weather  bound,  he  made  some  acquaint- 
ance, throusfh  which  some  ot  the  leading  men  learned  who  he 
was,  what  his  cargo,  and  his  skill  as  a  stone-cutter,  and  per- 
suaded him  to  unload  the  vessel  and  establish  himself  and 
business  here. 

The  many  fine  brown  stone  tablets  and  head-stones  in  the 
old  Stratfield  burying-ground  and  many  others  that  were  put 
up  in  the  Division  Street  (Stratfield  and  Bridgeport)  ceme- 
tery, and  removed  thence  to  Mountain  Grove  Cemetery, 
attest  his  skill  and  industry.  His  residence  was  on  the  site 
now  occupied  by  the  dwelling  of  Mr.  F.  W.  Marsh,  No.  240 
Park  avenue,  and  he  was  a  most  excellent  Christian  man. 
He  died  March  17,  1835,  aged  81  years.  His  wife  was  Mary 
Fox,  of  Chatham.  She  survived  her  husband  fourteen  years 
and  died  May  21,  1849,      the  great  age  of  92  years. 

Their  children  were  Abner  and  Justin,  who  both  died 
young,  and  Sophia,  Mary  and  Mehitable.  Sophia  married 
Robert  Treadwell,  son  of  David,  and  removed  to  Southbury. 
Mar}'  married  Agur  Beach,  of  Trumbull,  and  Mehitable  mar- 
ried Eli  Oilman  and  lived  in  Hartford. 

Mary  (Smith)  Beach  still  survives  and  lacks  but  a  few 
days  of  93  years  of  age — bright  and  well,  although  a  little 
lame, — and  is  anticipating  great  pleasure  in  celebrating  her 
93d  birth-day,  on  the  24th  of  September,  1885. 

Her  husband,  Agur,  was  the  son  of  Everett  Beach  and 
his  wife  Rebecca,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  James  Beebe,  of 
North  Stratford.  He  died  of  fever  in  New  York  city,  where 
he  was  in  business,  October  7,  1822,  aged  31  years,  leaving  a 
widow  and  two  young  daughters  with  slender  means. 

On  the  death  of  her  father  she  established  herself  at  the 
parental  homestead  and  took  the  entire  care  of  her  aged 
mother  while  she  lived. 

For  many  years,  each  season  has  brought  out  a  store  of 
her  handiwork  in  knitted  articles  of  personal  wear  and  of  bed 
quilts,  nicely  pieced  for  quilting,  for  the  Home  Missionary 
boxes.  With  the  completion  of  the  pair  of  hose  now  nearly 
done,  she  will  have  knitted  for  and  donated  one  hundred  pair 
of  stockings  to  the  Home  of  the  Friendless  in  New  York 
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City,  besides  her  numerous  gifts  in  her  more  immediate 
vicinity. 

She  is  probably  the  oldest  person  living  in  the  town  of 
Bridgeport,  at  least  the  oldest  native  born,  and  seems  likely 
to  become  a  centenarian. 

H^o.  11.  Cajit.  Sauiuel  WaUelee,  a  shipmaster,  em- 
ployed before  the  Revolution  in  transporting  passengers  from 
Europe.  He  was  a  brother  of  Zebulon  Wakelee.  On  one  of 
his  voyages  his  provisions  failed  and  he  and  the  crew  were 
reduced  to  a  state  of  starvation  before  they  obtained  relief. 

Ko.  12.  Caijt.  William  Wovden  was  a  farmer  and 
house  carpenter.  He  was  captain  of  a  militia  company,  called 
Householders,  in  the  Revolution.  The  company  was  raised 
in  the  parish,  and  they  were  not  liable  to  do  ordinary  military 
duty. 

He  was  a  tall,  spare  built,  leading  man  in  the  town 
and  society,  and  was  quite  aged  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He 
came  here  from  an  eastern  town,  and  was  a  strong  Whig,  as 
most  of  the  inhabitants  were  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution. 
He  had  sons  Samuel  and  William,  and  grandsons  Thomas 
Cook,  William,  Levi,  Abijah  and  Daniel.  Capt.  William 
Worden  married  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Odell,  Esqr. 

H^o.  13.  flustus  Burt'  was  a  farmer,  and  son  of  Col. 
John  Burr.  His  children  were,  John,  Aaron,  Comfort,  and 
two  other  daughters. 

Justus  Burr  was  killed  in  his  own  barn,  when  he  was 
drawing  in  a  load  of  hay.  being  crushed  by  the  oxen  running 
through  a  small  door. 

Ko.  14.  Exva  JBiirtland  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade. 
He  came  to  this  place  before  the  Revolution,  from  Walling- 
ford.  He  owned  a  farm  on  the  old  Golden  Hill  road,  now 
called  Washington  avenue,  which  contained  a  part  of  the  land 
on  which  the  village  of  the  Pequonnock  Indians  was  located 
at  the  first  settlement  of  the  parish.  The  Kirtland  family 
appear  to  have  owned  all  the  land  south  of  Washington  ave. 
as  tar  east  as  the  spring  lot  beyond  Courtland  street  and  south 
to  the  present  line  of  Fairfield  avenue.    He  was  the  ancestor 
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of  all  the  Kirtlands  of  this  parish.  He  married  a  daughter 
of  Zebulon  Wakclee  and  had  two  sons — Zebulon  and  Ezra. 
Zebulon,  Jr.,  married  Betty  Cook,  a  grand-daughter  of  the 
Rev.  Samuel  Cook,  and  Ezra  married  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  Wheeler. 

^^o.  U.  Capt.  Joseph  Knapj),  Sen.,  was  for  many 
years  master  of  a  coasting  vessel  employed  in  carrying  grain 
and  other  products  for  the  farmers,  from  this  place  to  Boston, 
which  coasting  trade  was  profitable  from  the  first  settlement 
of  the  parish  down  to  about  the  year  1835. 

Before  the  Revolution  there  were  four  or  five  vessels 
employed  in  this  trade,  but  alter  the  war  there  was  an  average 
number  of  about  ten. 

The  first  merchants  in  Bridgeport  purchased  their  goods 
in  Boston  until  about  the  year  1790,  after  which  they  pur- 
chased in  New  York. 

He  was  a  thin,  spare  man  about  five  feet  nine  inches  ;  was 
prominent  in  the  town  and  society  and  lived  to  be  quite  aged. 
He  had  three  children:  Joseph,  Jr.,  Patience  and  Ruth. 
Joseph,  Jr.,  was  recently  killed  by  the  fall  of  a  tree  when  he 
was  about  80  years  of  age.  He  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade 
and  occupied  the  same  house  his  father  did. 

jS'o.  16.  TJiaddeus  Gfegortj  was  a  merchant  and 
house  joiner.  On  being  chosen  to  some  military  office  he 
came  out  in  front  of  the  company  with  his  hat  off  to  make  his 
acknowledgments,  but  when  he  had  proceeded  so  far  in  a 
speech  as  to  say,  "fellow  soldiers,"  he  gave  up  in  despair, 
and  putting  his  hand  on  his  breast  exclaimed,  "  it  is  in  here 
but  I  cannot  get  it  out."  He  and  his  wife  were  both  mem- 
bers of  the  church  in  1731.    He  died  in  1777  aged  77  years. 

iYb.  17.  Zehidon  Wahelee,  a  farmer,  lived  on  the  east 
side  of  Division  street  on  old  Meeting-house  Hill,  nearly  oppo- 
site where  the  first  meeting-house  was  built. 

He  had  one  daughter,  named  Olive,  who  married  Ezra 
Kirtland,  Sen.    Zebulon  VVakelee  died  in  1767,  aged  55  years. 

N^O.  18.  The  old  first  Congregational  meeting-house  in 
the  wilderness  on  Meeting-house  Hill  was  built  about  the 
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year  1693.  The  church  was  gathered,  June  13,  1695,  and  the 
Rev.  Charles  Chauncey,  a  son  of  the  Rev.  Israel  Chauncey  of 
Stratford,  was  ordained  their  pastor. 

The  first  settlers  were  called  together  by  the  beat  of  the 
drum,  and  carried  arms  to  defend  the  congregation  from  an 
attack  by  Indians. 

This  first  meeting-house  was  probably  located  on  the 
town  line  between  Fairfield  and  Stratford,  half  in  one  town 
and  half  in  the  other,  or  directly  in  the  middle  of  the  high- 
way, on  the  hill,  for  the  town  of  Stratford  voted  the  liberty 
to  set  part  of  it  on  its  territory.*  It  was  a  small  house,  and 
was  in  use  only  twenty-four  years,  when  the  second  one  was 
built. 

2^0. 19.  Itev.  Charles  CJiaiincey  was  the  first  pastor 
of  the  "Church  of  Christ  in  Stratfield."  For  a  sketch  of  him 
see  page  15  of  this  book. 

-Z\ro.  20.  Amlvew  Shevwood  was  a  farmer  and  black- 
smith.   His  sons  were  David  and  Zachariah  Sherwood. 

No.  21.  The  Sehool  ^ouse  of  the  old  south  district 
was  located,  previous  to  about  1830,  on  the  westerly  side  of 
Division  street,  a  few  rods  south  of  the  present  North  avenue. 
The  traveled  roadway  diverged  to  the  east  at  that  point  to 
avoid  a  ledge  of  rocks,  under  the  lea  of  which,  at  the  southerly 
side,  there  was  a  level  space  of  sufficient  size  to  accommodate 
the  house. 

The  character  of  the  school  at  that,  time  was  rather  supe- 
rior, since  some  of  the  older  scholars  at  the  Fresh  Pond  dis- 
trict attended  here  because  of  the  advantages  it  afforded. 

iVb.  22.  The  Second  Jleefinfj-hoiise  ''  was  located  on 
the  old  Fairfield  and  Stratford  country  road;  was  erected  in 
1717,  and  taken  down  about  the  year  1835.  It  was  occupied 
by  the  First  Congregational  Society  until  the  year  1S07, 
when  this  society  built  by  subscript  ion  a  new  frame  meeting- 
house in  the  village  of  Bridgeport  on  land  donated  by  Richard 
and  Amos  Hubbell,  on  the  corner  of  Bank,  Broad  and  John 


See  page  474  of  the  History  of  Old  Stratford.  See  page  18  of  this  book. 
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streets,  which  frame  church  was  sold  to  Christ  Church  and 
removed  into  John  street,  where  a  few  years  later  it  was 
burned.  The  first  Congregational  Society  erected  their 
fourth  church,  built  in  1850,  on  the  same  site  where  the  third 
stood. 

H^o.  23.  Bev.  Saninel  Coohe  was  the  second  pastor  of 
the  Church  of  Christ  at  Stratfield.  For  a  sketch  of  him  see 
page  20  of  this  book. 

JYb.  24.  Lewis  Angevine,  a  Frenchman,  and  by  occu- 
pation a  weaver,  left  no  descendants,  if  he  had  any.  Mrs.  W. 
R.  Bunnell  owns  the  land  on  which  his  house  stood.  An 
anecdote  has  been  related  of  him,  which  gives  an  insight  into 
his  character. 

"  When  he  was  courting  his  wife  at  a  place  where  he  was 
not  known,  he  represented  to  her  that  he  was  well  off  as  to 
property,  and  that  if  she  would  marry  him  she  should  never 
wash  her  hands  in  cold  water.  Soon  after  marriage  she  re- 
minded him  of  this  promise,  upon  which  he  replied  that  she 
need  not  wash  in  cold  water  for  she  could  warm  it." 

No.2fj.  Cfipt.  TliaddeuA  lienneU,  a  shoemaker  and 
farmer,  was  the  captain  of  the  trainband  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Revolutionary  War  and  went  to  New  York  with 
his  company  in  August,  1776,  to  defend  the  city  against  the 
British  troops.  His  company  suffered  considerable  loss  by 
death,  and  the  captain  died  soon  after  returning  home  from 
the  campaign  in  1777.  He  left  two  sons — Joseph  Wilson 
Bennett  and  Thaddeus  Bennett,  and  two  daughters,  Grizell 
and  Sarah  Bennett,  both  of  whom  were  pensioners  for  the 
service  of  their  husbands  in  the  Revolution.  Grizell  married 
Isaac  Odell,  who  was  a  sergeant  in  the  army,  and  Sarah  mar- 
ried Nathan  Fairchild. 

No.  26.  Lieut.  David  SJierinnn  was  a  farmer,  and 
lieutenant  of  the  militia  company  of  Stratfield,  and  a  leading 
public  man  in  the  town  and  society.  He  was  the  son  of  Mat- 
thew Sherman,  and  died  aged  60  years,  and  was  buried  in  the 
old  parish  burying  ground.  He  erected  the  old  two-story, 
long-back-roof  dwelling  house  in  the  year  1717.  It  was  in 
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the  common  style  of  New  England  farm  houses, "and  stood 
near  the  spot  where  Mr.  John  H.  Beach's  house  now  stands. 
His  homestead  contained  about  one  hundred  acres,  besides 
woodland  at  Toilsome  and  a  large  farm  at  Tashua.  Lieut. 
David  Sherman  was  nephew  to  Deacon  David  Sherman,  who 
says  in  his  will :  "  I  do  make  and  ordain  my  well-beloved 
kinsman,  David  Sherman,  my  sole  executor  of  this  my  last 
will  and  testament."  He  had  three  sons — Elnathan,  Jonathan 
and  David.  Jonathan  never  married.  Elnathan  married 
Eunice  Gregory. 

David  married  Mary  Sterling  and  occupied  his  father's 
house  and  homestead.  He  was  killed  by  lightning  in  the  old 
Pequonnock  meeting-house  July  28,  1771. 

The  said  David  that  was  killed  in  the  meeting-house  had 
three  children — Huldah,  who  married  Doct.  James  E.  Beach, 
David,  the  father  of  Esquire  Isaac  Sherman,  the  author  of 
these  sketches,  and  Isaac,  who  died  young. 

No.  27.  Doctor  James  Eaton  Beach,  was  a  descend- 
ant on  his  mother's  side  of  Gov.  Theophilus  Eaton,  of  the 
New  Haven  Colony,  and  came  from  New  Haven  to  Stratfield 
about  the  year  1778,  where  he  settled  as  a  parish  physician. 

He  married,  about  17S0,  Huldah,  daughter  of  David 
Sherman,  Jr.,  and  Mary  (Sterling)  Sherman,  and  erected  his 
dwelling  on  the  Sherman  property  a  few  rods  north  of  the 
homestead. 

He  had  a  wide  practice,  was  a  capable  and  public  spirited 
man.  He  was  especially  helpful  to  young  men  of  good  char- 
acter and  habits  in  starting  in  business,  aiding  them  by  his 
name,  counsel  and  capital. 

He  was  the  responsible  member  of  the  following  firms, 
and  perhaps  others: 

Beach  and  Sterling,  in  1794  (David  Sterling),  who  were 
merchants  in  dry  goods,  groceries  and  drugs. 

Beach  and  Sterling,  in  1S04  (Jesse  Sterling),  merchants  in 
dry -goods,  groceries  and  drugs. 

Beach  and  Sterling,  in  181 5  (Sylvanus  Sterling),  mer- 
chants in  dry  goods,  groceries  and  drugs. 

Beach  and  Sherman  (Isaac  Sherman  and  Sterling  Sher- 
man) groceries,  grain  business,  and  New  York  packeting. 
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The  Juniors  in  each  of  these  firms  were  the  active  part- 
ners and  conducted  the  business,  while  Doctor  Beach  fur- 
nished the  capital  and  for  which  he  received  interest  and  a 
share  of  the  profits,  which  appear  to  have  been  very  satisfac- 
tory. 

Doctor  Beach  was  active  and  influential  in  the  Stratfield 
Congregational  Church,  and  for  many  years  served  it  as 
chorister.  He  was  deacon  from  1806  to  1830,  and  gave  a  sil- 
ver tankard  for  the  communion  service,  which  is  still  in  use, 
in  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Bridgeport.  He  died 
in  1838,  aged  75  years. 

His  children  were,  a  son  Isaac  Eaton,  and  daughters 
Polly  and  Laura. 

Isaac  Eaton  Beach  lived  at  the  homestead,  enlarged  for 
his  accommodation,  and  his  descendants  occupy  the  ancestral 
lands. 

Polly  Beach  married  Sylvanus  Sterling  and  lived  at  what 
is  now  No.  84  Golden  Hill  street.  Mr.  Sterling  died  in  1848, 
and  Mrs.  Sterling  in  1866,  leaving  no  children,  but  a  consid- 
erable estate. 

By  the  will  of  Mrs.  Sterling  the  homestead  was  given  to 
the  First  Congregational  Society  of  Bridgeport  for  a  parson- 
age, and  after  providing  for  friends,  the  residue  was  given  to 
the  society  known  as  the  Bridgeport  Protestant  Widows' 
Relief  Society  for  the  establishment  of  a  Home  and  for  gen- 
eral aid,  and  the  society  has  become  one  of  the  leading  char- 
ities of  Bridgeport.' 

Laura  Beach  married  Ira  Sherman,  a  descendant  of  Lieut. 
David  (No.  26)  through  Elnathan  (No.  34),  and  always  resided 
at  what  is  now  No.  247  Main  street,  dying  at  an  advanced 
age.  Their  only  daughter,  Mary  B.  Sherman,  married  James 
C.  Looniis,  Esq. 

Both  Mrs.  Sterling  and  Mrs.  Sherman  were  remarkable 
for  their  large  charities  while  living,  giving  liberally  in  the 
line  of  the  religious  charities  of  the  Congregational  Church 
with  which  they  were   connected ;  and  also  to  numerous 


'  The  Sterling  Home  was  incorporated  at  the  January  session  of  the  General 
Assembly  in  1885. 
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widows,  orphans  and  families  whose  needy  circumstances 
came  to  their  knowledge. 

No,  28.  Jabez  She}'))iaii  was  a  farmer  and  removed 
to  New  Haven  about  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  War. 

JosiaJi  Treadivell  was  a  weaver  by  trade. 
His  house  was  in  the  common  style,  two  stories,  and  lighted 
with  diamond  window  glass  set  in  lead  sash.  Mis  children 
were:  Josiah,  Jr.,  Samuel,  Elijah,  and  three  daughters.  One 
married  Thomas  Cook,  one  married  John  Wheeler,  and  one 
married  Mr.  Turney,  of  Fairfield.  His  house  being  old  was 
taken  down  soon  after  he  died  in  1798. 

No.  30.  S(()niiel  Tveddivell  was  a  weaver,  and  son  of 
Josiah.  He  married  first  Rachel  Barnum,  and  had  sons  Sam- 
uel, Jr.,  and  Barnum.  He  married  second,  Mercy  Babcock, 
from  Rhode  Island.  She  was  high-spirited  and  used  to  say 
she  was  of  high  blood,  and  that  she  did  not  come  from  any 
mean  family. 

They  were  low  in  circumstances,  some  years,  during 
which  a  friend  coming  to  see  her,  she  remarked  :  "  My  hus- 
band is  generally  a  good  provider,  although  he  is  a  little  slack 
just  now." 

No.  31.  Enocli  G}'ef/orij  was  a  large  farmer  and  slave 
holder.  He  had  one  slave  named  Neptune,  born  in  Africa, 
who  had  a  son  called  after  the  master's  family,  Tony  Greg- 
ory, who  was  an  honest  Negro.  Enoch  Gregory's  children, 
Samuel,  Daniel  and  Plumb,  and  others,  settled  at  Tashua. 

No.  32.  Aiidi'ew  Beardsleu  was  a  weaver.  John  W. 
Beardsley,  and  Henry  and  Rufus  Burr,  and  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Joseph  Mott,  all  residents  of  Bridgeport,  are  among  his  de- 
scendants. 

No.  33.  John  Hall  was  a  weaver.  His  descendants 
are  not  remembered,  except  a  daughter  Julia,  who  mar- 
ried Squire  Lacey  as  first  husband,  and  afterwards  the  Rev. 
Nathaniel  Ruggles,  who,  in  connection  with  the  Rev.  John 
N.  Maffit,  was  the  founder  of  the  first  M.  E.  Church  in  the 
city  of  Bridgeport  in  1822. 
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No.  34.  JEInatha)i  Shevman  was  a  son  of  Lieutenant 
David.  His  wife,  Eunice  (^Greg-ory)  Sherman,  died  in  1793, 
in  a  fit,  while  kneading-  bread.  They  had  sons  :  Abijah  and 
Ebenezer,  and  daughters,  Sarah,  who  married  Stephen  Ster- 
ling, Hannah,  and  Mary.  One  of  these  married  Thomas 
Edwards. 

No.  35.  Josepli  Hall,  a  farmer  and  a  buckskin  leather 
dresser,  died  at  Toilsome,  aged  94  years.  He  and  his 
children  were  among  the  first  Methodists  in  this  parish. 
He  had  one  son,  named  Hezekiah,  and  three  daughters: 
Alice,  married  Ebenezer  Brown  ;  Molly  married  Stephen 
Wells,  and  Ruth  never  married.  The  whole  family  lived  to 
a  good  old  age  and  never  disgraced  their  religious  profession. 

No.  36.  Capf.  Sainiicl  SJierwood  was  a  farmer  and  a 
slave  owner.  He  married  Ann,  daughter  of  Theophilus 
Nichols,  by  whom  he  came  into  possession  of  a  portion  of 
New  Pasture  Point,  which  was  afterwards  called  Sherwood's 
Point,  from  which  vessels  were  loaded  for  the  West  Indies. 
His  children  were:  Lucy,  who  married  Capt.  David  Barlow; 
Philemon,  w^ho  married  Hepzibah  Burr,  a  daughter  of  Justus 
Burr  and  granddaughter  of  Col.  John  Burr,  and  David,  who 
never  married. 

No.  37.  The  Toilsome  ScJwol-Jiouse,  in  Toilsome 
district,  was  occupied  many  years  by  a  school-master  who 
bore  the  honorable  title  of  ]\Laster  Wheeler."  He  married 
Dolly,  daughter  of  Deacon  David  Sherman  ;  had  a  daughter 
named  Dolly,  and  one  named  Eunice.  Deacon  Sherman  died 
in  1753,  after  which  ]NLister  Wheeler  occupied  his  house. 
Also,  he  had  another  daughter,  who  married  Abijah  Beard- 
sley.  She  drew  a  pension  for  her  husband's  service  in  the 
Revolution.  She  lived  to  a  good  old  age  at  Fresh  Pond,  near 
the  brick  house  now  occupied  by  Joseph  Seeley,  Esqr. 

No.  .38.  Samuel  Brhismade.  a  cabinet-maker,  mar- 
ried Peninah  Burritt,  and  had  no  children.    He  was  the  only 
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very  proud  man  in  the  parish  ;  was  a  tine  looking  man.  He 
cultivated  peaches,  pears  and  apples  for  market. 

^o.  30.  Dea.  Henry  Howland,  a  farmer,  married 
Dea.  David  Sherman's  daughter  Tamar  in  1718.  He  was  the 
grandson  of  Henry  Rowland,  who  came  to  Fairfield  from 
the  county  of  Essex  in  England.  He  was  chosen  Deacon  of 
the  Stratfield  Church  in  1756  and  died  1775  at  the  age  of  84 
years.  Rev.  David  Sherman  Rowland,  of  Windsor,  Conn., 
was  his  son.  Dea.  Rowland  B.  Lacey,  of  Bridgeport,  is  also 
a  descendant,  through  another  son  Edmund. 

^0.40.  Dea.  David  Sheinnan  was  a  large  farmer 
and  one  of  the  first  generation  of  settlers  in  said  parish.  His 
house  and  homestead  were  on  the  top  of  Toilsome  Hill — a 
large,  two-story  dwelling  with  a  long  back  roof,  built  in  the 
best  style  of  his  day,  with  a  high  porch  in  front  and  small 
diamond  windows,  set  in  lead  sash.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
nine  male  members  of  the  first  Congregational  Church.  He 
was  the  son  of  Mr.  Samuel  Sherman,  of  Stratford,  who  came 
from  the  town  of  Dedham,  countv  of  Esse.x  in  England. 

Old  Mr.  Elijah  Burritt,  when  he  was  96  years  of  age,  told 
me  that  David  Sherman  was  the  first  deacon  of  said  Church, 
that  he  had  been  well  acquainted  with  him  ;  was  at  his  fune- 
ral, and  that  he  was  gifted  in  prayer  and  took  the  lead  in  the 
meetings  when  the  pastor  was  absent;'  and  was  very  much 
esteemed  in  the  parish.  His  gravestone,  standing  in  the 
western  part  of  the  old  burying-place,  bears  the  titled  inscrip- 
tion, "  Capt.  David  Sherman."  He  had  nine  daughters,  all 
of  whom  were  married  and  appear  to  have  been  well  settled 
in  life. 

No.  41.  Samuel  Edwards  was  a  farmer.  His  son, 
Shelton  Edwards,  when  a  lad  about  fifteen  years  of  age,  was 
clerk  in  the  store  of  Da\  id  and  John  DeForest ;  the  store 
then  standing  on  the  corner  of  State  and  Water  streets  in 
Bridgeport  in  1796.  In  the  autumn  of  the  year  about  ten 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  young  Edwards  was  murdered  in  the 
store  by  his  skull  being  broken  in  three  places  by  a  shoe- 


'  Esquire  Isaac  Sherman  says  this. 
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maker's  hammer,  and  his  throat  cut  from  ear  to  ear.  His 
body  was  then  wrapped  in  his  bed  clothes  and  put  under  the 
counter  and  the  store  set  on  fire.    David  and  John  DeForest 
were  young  men  unmarried,  and  affirmed  that  their  store  was 
robbed  of  over  one  thousand  dollars  in  hard  money  at  the 
time  of  said  murder.    There  was  no  bank-note  currency  at 
that  time.    No  clue  to  said  murder  has  ever  been  found.  The 
store  was  soon  discovered  to  be  on  fire,  and  the  fire  was  put 
out  before  much  damage  was  done.    A  piece  of  broadcloth 
^!  was  found  under  a  lot  of  boards  near  the  store.    This  casualty 
\  ■  caused  the  failure  of  the  DeForest  brothers.    David  went  to 
r    the  Brazils,  where  he  made  a  fortune  and  obtained  the  title 
\\  Don  David  DeForest.    He  married  a  Miss  W^ooster  and  re- 
j    turned  to  New  Haven,  where  he  built  a  house. 

3^0.  4:2.  Ehenexer  Hall  was  a  farmer,  and  married 
for  his  second  wife  the  widow  of  Capt.  Thaddeus  Bennett. 
Seth  Hall  was  his  son,  and  was  a  poet  and  post-rider  for 
many  years.     He  and  his  father  were  both  old  men  when 

A  they  died.    The  Halls  in  this  parish  appear  to  be  a  long-lived 

I  race. 

'  No.  43.  Nathaniel  SJierwood  was  an  early  settler 
and  a  farmer.  He  was  the  son  of  Samuel,  the  son  of  Matthew. 
He  lived  on  Toilsome  Hill,  and  married  one  of  the  nine 
daughters  of  Dea.  David  Sherman.  He  had  one  son,  Samuel, 
and  a  daughter,  Eunice,  who  married  Abijah  Sterling. 

No.  44,  Gui'don  Sfierwood  was  a  farmer  and  married 
Hannah  Hawley.  He  died  young,  leaving  no  children.  He 
died  with  the  small-pox  taken  the  natural  v/ay.  His  widow 
married  a  Mr.  Penfield  of  Fairfield.  She  gave  in  her  will  one 
i  share  of  Connecticut  bank  stock  to  the  First  Congregational 
Society  in  Bridgeport,  the  interest  or  dividend  to  be  applied 
to  the  use  of  said  society  forever.  She  was  a  member  of  this 
Church,  and  died  aged  about  83  years. 

No.  45.    Capt.  John  Edwards  was  a  native  of  Scot- 
land, and  came  to  this  country  about  the  year  1700.    He  was 
an  officer  in  the  army  in  Scotland  when  he  was  taken  pris- 
oner, and  as  he  was  a  rebel  against  the  government  he  was 
1  sentenced  to  be  shot,  and  on  the  way  to  the  place  of  execu- 
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tion,  guarded  by  a  compan}-  of  light  horse,  he  made  his  escape 
and  hid  himself  under  a  bridge.  They  searched  for  him 
under  the  bridge  where  he  was,  but  did  not  find  him.  From 
this  place  he  made  his  way  to  a  vessel,  on  board  of  which  he 
came  to  this  country.  It  is  supposed  that  he  landed  at  Black 
Rock  harbor,  and  that  he  built  his  house  on  Chestnut  Hill, 
the  country  being  a  wilderness,  so  that  he  would  be  concealed 
from  any  ships  that  might  be  looking  alter  him.  From  his 
dwelling  he  could  overlook  Black  Rock  harbor.  He  was 
known  by  the  title  of  Duke,  but  on  his  gravestone  he  bears 
the  title  of  Captain.  He  died  aged  88  years,  about  the  year 
1740,  and  is  buried  with  his  wife  Mary  in  the  old  Stratfield 
burying-place,  near  the  southwest  corner. 

He  gave  a  silver  cup  to  the  first  Congregational  Church 
in  Bridgeport  that  is  now  used  in  the  communion  service. 

He  is  the  ancestor  of  nearly  all  by  the  name  of  Edwards 
in  this  region  of  countr}'.  "  He  was,"  says  Esquire  Sherman, 
"grandfather  to  my  grandmother,  Betty  Edwards,  who  mar- 
ried my  grandfather,  John  French.  So  that  I  am  part  Scotch 
blood  and  part  English." 

^o.  46.  Dea.  Abel  HeeJey  was  a  farmer,  but  left  no 
descendants.  He  left  his  estate  to  Capt.  Elijah  Peet,  his 
adopted  son. 

Ifto.  47.  Jackson- a  MiU.  The  first  settler  here  by  the 
name  of  Jackson  was  Henry,  who  came  from  Watertown, 
Mass.  The  family  was  prominent  and  somewhat  numerous 
in  the  early  period  of  Fairfield  and  Stratfield,  though  now 
scarcely  represented. 

Henry  Jackson,  who  sold  his  Fairfield  Mill  to  Thomas' 
Morehouse,  probably  erected  a  mill  on  this  location  about 
1667.    Mar}'  Jackson  was  admitted  to  full  fellowship  in  the 
Stratfield  Church  from  the  Church  in  Norwalk,  Conn.,  Dec. 
20,  1697. 

In  the  Acts  of  the  General  x\ssembly,  May,  1701,  defining 
the  boundary  line  of  Stratfield  Parish :  It  is  ordered  and 
enacted,  "That  the  line  to  be  the  west  boundary  of  the  said 
plantation  shall  run  so  that  it  may  include  within  their  bounds 
one  Moses  Jackson,  Miller,  his  housing  and  lands,  and  run  on 
the  west  side  of  old  Jackson's  lotts,  viz.,  pasture,  building  lot 
and  long  lot." 
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In  Fairfield  Town  Record,'  under  date  Aug.  14,  1731, 
Moses  Jackson  is  said  to  liave  "  had  quiet  possession  of  his 
mill  for  fifteen  years  last  past."  In  the  list  of  Householders, 
made  by  Rev.  Samuel  Cooke,  in  1733  or  1734,  the  following 
names  occur:  Moses  Jackson,  John  Jackson,  widow  Gabriel 
Jackson,  John  Jackson,  David  Jackson,  Sen.,  David  Jackson, 
Jr.  The  lands  of  this  family  seem  to  have  been  located  on 
the  westerly  side  of  Truck  street. 

JVo.  4:8.  Silas  Hati'Iefj  was  a  farmer  and  has  no  de- 
scendants now  living-  in  this  parish.  His  house  was  owned 
and  occupied  by  Amos  Burr,  Esqr. 

^o.  40.  John  J^^icJio7s  was  a  farmer,  blacksmith  and 
inn-keeper.  General  Washington  stopped  at  his  house  as  he 
was  going  to  meet  General  Lafayette  at  Rhode  Island.  Oppo- 
site to  his  house  there  is  now  standing  one  of  the  mile  stones 


BENJAMIN  franklin's  MILE-STONE. 

erected  by  Benjamin  Franklin  before  the  Revolution,  when 
he  was  Colonial  Postmaster  General.    He  measured  the  old 


Book  B.,  page  520. 
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country  stage-road  from  Philadelphia  to  Boston,  by  an  ing-en- 
ious  device  affixed  to  his  carriag-e  as  he  passed  over  the  road, 
which  marked  the  miles,  and  at  the  end  of  each  mile  he 
caused  a  stone  to  be  erected  with  the  number  of  miles  from 
one  important  place  to  another,  cut  on  each  stone. 

The  Nichols  house  is  still  standing  on  the  corner  of  said 
road,  and  the  public  parade  ground  is  near  it  and  near  the 
old  burying-place. 

John  Nichols  owned  a  slave  named  Tom,  who  ran  away 
from  his  master  and  was  never  recovered. 

.50.  JTiUiam  Burr,  Esq.,  was  a  merchant  and 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  a  descendant  of  Col.  John  Burr. 
The  site  of  his  house  is  now  occupied  by  the  new  house  of 
Sherwood  Sterling,  Esq. 

No.  51.  Joseph  Strong,  Esq.,  was  a  farmer,  and  jus- 
tice of  the  peace.  His  children  were  John  Strong,  the  only 
son;  and  daughters  Deborah,  Sarah,  Charity,  Ann,  and  Com- 
fort. Deborah  married  David  Sterling.  Charity  married  Ira 
Jones,  the  first  printer  of  a  paper  called  the  American  Tele- 
graph, in  Bridgeport,  in  company  with  Lazarus  Beach,  about 
the  year  1796. 

No,  52.  Hev.  Itobert  Itoss  was  born  in  America,  in 
1726,  of  Irish  parents  ;  was  graduated  at  Princeton  College 
in  1751,  receiving  his  diploma  from  President  Burr,  and  or- 
dained pastor  of  the  Stratfield  Church,  November  28,  1753, 
and  labored  as  such  for  more  than  forty-two  years.  He  was 
a  strong  Whig  in  the  Revolution,  and  when  the  first  military 
company  was  raised  in  1775  to  go  to  Canada  to  take  Fort  St. 
John's  it  was  mustered  in  his  door  yard,  where  they  all 
kneeled  down  while  he  oftered  prayer,  and  I  believe  it  to  be 
a  fact  that  all  of  the  company  returned  in  safety,  says  Esquire 
Sherman. 

He  published  a  sermon,  from  these  words  :  "  And  there 
were  great  searchings  of  heart  for  the  divisions  of  Reuben." 
He  also  made  a  grammar  and  spelling  book  for  schools. 

He  was  about  six  feet  in  height,  well-proportioned,  and 
of  rather  imposing  presence.    He  wore  a  wig,  cocked  hat, 
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ruffled  bosomed  shirt,  black  coat,  vest  and  breeches,  with 
white  topped  boots,  cramped  so  as  to  set  tight  on  the  instep. 
As  he  was  once  on  a  journey  he  got  them  wet,  and,  having' 
pulled  them  off  to  dry  could  not  get  them  on  again;  there- 
fore he  tied  them  with  his  mail  straps  to  his  saddle,  and  on 
his  way  he  met  parson  Bellamy,  when  they  commenced  the 
old  dispute  about  foreordination  and  free  will. 

Parson  Ross  was  of  the  Old  Light  party,  and  was  consid- 
ered orthodox,  and  parson  Bellamy  was  of  the  New  Light 
party.  "  Now,"  said  parson  Ross,  "  You  think  you  can 
reconcile  foreordination  with  free  will?"  "Yes."  "Well, 
you  can  even  tell  why  my  boots  are  tied  on  behind  me?" 
This  he  could  not  do,  and  in  it  parson  Ross  had  an  illustra- 
tion, for  he  believed  in  election,  foreordination  and  free  will, 
but  denied  the  power  of  man  to  reconcile  them. 

Parson  Ross,  on  a  certain  occasion  preached  a  sermon 
before  the  Association  ;  and  tradition  reports  that  at  the  close 
of  the  sermon  he  said  :  "  My  brethren,  we  are  charged  in  the 
text  to  be  wise  as  the  serpent  and  harmless  as  the  dove,  but  I 
think  we  ought  to  be  cunninger  than  the  serpent,  which  is 
the  Devil;  we  ought  to  outwit  him." 

Parson  Ross  was  a  slave-holder  and  owned  one  African 
slave  by  the  name  of  Pedro.  He  held  no  slaves  after  the 
Revolution. 

He  resigned  his  pastorate  April  30,  1796,  and  died  August 
29,  1799,  of  a  fever,  and  within  twenty-four  hours  Mrs.  Ross 
died  of  the  same  disease,  and  they  were  both  buried  in  the 
same  grave.  Their  only  son  then  living,  Merrick  Ross,  died 
nine  days  after,  and  was  buried  also  in  the  same  grave.  He 
had  an  elder  son  who  was  drowned  in  his  father's  well.  He 
also  had  a  daughter  Sarah. 

No.  53.  Beiijamin  Ffujevweathev  was  a  farmer,  and 
was  the  owner  of  Fayerweather's  Island,  where  Black  Rock 
light  house  now  stands.  He  had  one  son,  Nathaniel,  who 
married  Charity  Summers,  and  they  had,  James,  Daniel,  and 
Polly,  who  married  William  Eaton.  Nathaniel  Fayerweather 
was  taken  prisoner  by  the  British  on  Long  Island  Sound  and 
confined  in  prison  in  what  was  afterward  Dr.  Spring's  old 
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Brick  Church,  which  was  then  in  possession  of  the  enemy 
and  was  used  as  a  prison.  He  died  of  small-pox  in  this  prison. 
His  widow  died  in  this  parish  aged  over  90  years.  She  was 
a  convert  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Blatchford,  and  was  a  mother 
in  Israel. 

^0.54.  First  JPt'otestant  TJj)iscoj)(il  CJnwcJi  in  the 
parish.  The  Episcopalians  in  the  parish  of  Stratfield,  erected 
in  1748,  a  small  frame  church  with  a  steeple  surmounted  with 
a  gilt  weather-cock ;  that  device  being  used  as  emblematical 
of  the  crowing  of  the  cock  when  the  Apostle  Peter  denied 
his  Lord. 

Said  Church  was  opened  for  service  in  1749,  and  called 
St.  John's  Church.  It  was  built  near  Church  lane,  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  west  of  the  Pequonnock  meeting-house. 
It  was  not  finished  until  1789,  when  it  was  consecrated  by  the 
Right  Rev.  Bishop  Seabury. 

This  Church  was  taken  down  in  the  year  iSoi  and  rebuilt 
at  the  city  of  Bridgeport  on  the  corner  of  State  and  Broad 
streets,  retaining  the  same  name,  and  it  being  the  same  church 
that  is  now,  in  1856,  under  the  pastoral  care  of  the  Rev. 
Gurdon  S.  Coit.  The  Rev.  Philo  Shelton  was  its  first  pastor, 
who  commenced  his  labors  in  1779,  '1"^  died  in  1825,  aged 
about  70  years. 

The  principal  proprietors  in  building  this  Stratfield 
Church  were  Col.  John  Burr,  John  Holburton,  Timothy 
Wheeler,  Joseph  Seeley,  John  Nichols,  Richard  Hall  and 
Samuel  Beardsley.  The  land  on  which  the  Church  stood  was 
opened  to  commons  on  the  east  side  of  Church  lane,  and  con- 
tained about  half  an  acre. 

Ko.  00.  John  Uolhuvton,  from  England,  was  a  farmer. 
He  had  children,  Thomas,  William,  and  one  daughter,  who 
married  Capt.  Stephen  Summers,  of  Cow  Hill.  She  was  the 
mother  of  one  son,  Stephen,  who  married  Betsey  Young,  and 
of  four  daughters, — Charity,  who  married  Capt.  Wilson 
Hawley ;  Polly,  who  married  Capt.  Abijah  Hawley  ;  Grizell, 
who  married  Capt.  Aaron  Hawley,  and  Ruth,  who  married 
Mr.  Nathaniel  Wade. 
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^fo.  C.  TJie  JPat'SOtiage  Lot,  containing  three  acres 
of  land  at  Pequonnock,  was  given  to  the  Stratfield  Society  by 
the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Robert  Ross,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
the  pastor  for  the  time  being.  The  deeds  are  recorded  in  the 
Society's  book,  and  in  Fairfield  and  Stratford  town  records. 

Ifo.  36.  Saniiiel  Cable,  a  cooper  by  trade  and  inn- 
keeper, was  a  large,  strong  man  and  lived  to  a  good  old  age. 
He  had  sons  Samuel  and  William,  and  daughters  Charity  and 
Ann.  Samuel  Cable,  Sen.,  came  here  from  a  place  called 
Compo,  near  Saugatuck.  He  married,  first,  Mary  Porter,  of 
Stratford. 

No.  57.   Set'f/t.  rTahcz  Stnnmers  was  a  farmer.  His 

children  were:  Jabez,  Jr.,  and  Mary,  who  married  Mr.  Seth 
Sherman  ;  and  Alice,  who  never  married.  He  was  a  slave- 
holder. 

Wo.  08.  Abel  Lewis  was  by  occupation  a  cabinet- 
maker, and  was  the  father  of  Ichabod  Lewis,  who  removed 
from  the  place  since  the  Revolutionary  War.  There  are 
none  of  his  descendants  now  living  in  this  parish. 

No.  oO.  Jacob  Sterlhif/,  an  early  settler,  came  from 
England,  and  was  a  ship  carpenter.  He  came  to  Cape  Cod, 
thence  to  Haverhill,  from  which  place  he  fled  at  the  time  the 
Indians  massacred  most  of  the  inhabitants.  He  went  to 
Lyme,  Conn.,  and  came  thence  to  this  parish.  My  paternal 
grandmother  was  his  granddaughter  and  the  wife  of  David 
Sherman,  who  was  killed  by  lightning  in  the  old  Pequonnock 
meeting-house  in  1771. 

Jacob  Sterling  married  Mrs.  Hannah  (Odell)  Seeley,  of 
Fairfield.  His  descendants  are  quite  numerous.  He  resided 
first  at  Fresh  Pond. 

Wo.  60.  Abijah  Sferlhif/,  Esqr.,  son  of  Stephen  and 
grandson  of  Jacob  Sterling,  No.  59,  was  a  farmer,  a  public 
spirited  man,  for  many  years  a  representative  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  and  was  a  fine  looking  man, — one  of  nature's 
noblemen.  He  had  only  a  common  school  education  ;  was 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  general  arbitrator  and  peace  maker 
in  the  parish.    He  owned  a  carriage,  called  a  chaise,  in  the 
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autumn  of  1776,  it  being  witliout  a  top.  He  heard  that  my 
father,  David  Sherman  and  Esquire  Sterling-,  brother  of 
Stephen,  then  with  the  Stratfield  militia  company,  under 
command  ot  Capt.  Thaddeus  Bennett  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  were,  with  many  of  the  compan3%  sick  and  dying  with 
dysentery,  and  he  went  after  them  with  his  carriage.  He 
found  the  two  sick  in  a  barn  at  Harlem,  Capt.  Bennett  hav- 
ing discharged  them  so  that  they  might  try  to  get  home. 
He,  like  the  good  Samaritan,  put  them  both  into  his  carriage, 
and  then  led  the  horse  until  thev  arrived  at  home,  where  both 
recovered. 

Lieut.  Edward  Burroughs  of  the  same  company  and  of  this 
parish,  died  with  the  same  distemper  after  he  reached  home. 

iVo.  SI.  James  Ilawleyf  was  a  farmer,  and  a  descend- 
ant of  Joseph  Hawley,  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  the  old  town 
plot  of  Stratford.  Stephen  Hawley,  now  living  in  Bridge- 
port, is  descended  from  him. 

H^o.  62.  Dea.  .Tosej)Ji  Booth  was  a  farmer  and  a  lead- 
ing man  in  the  town  and  church.  He  was  chosen  Deacon  of 
the  Stratfield  Church  in  1733,  and  died  in  1763. 

No.  63.  ElipJialet  Jenninys  was  a  farmer  at  Fresh 
Pond,  and  lived  on  the  place  now  occupied  bv  James  Porter. 
He  married  Sarah,  the  only  daughter  of  Parson  Ross.  They 
have  descendants  now  (1856),  living,  namely:  Capt.  Robert 
R.  Jennings  and  James  Jennings  and  others,  children  of  said 
Captain  Jennings.  These  are  the  only  descendants  of  parson 
Ross. 

No.  64.  Deacon  Seth  Sherman  was  descended  from 
Lieut.  David  Sherman,  through  Elnathan  and  Ebenezer  Sher- 
man, and  conducted  a  tanning  and  currying  business  on  these 
premises.  He  was  Deacon  of  the  Stratfield  Congregational 
Church  from  1799  to  his  death,  August  7,  1807.  He  married 
Mary,  daughter  of  Jabez  Summers.  His  children  were  Anson, 
vv^ho  married  Priscilla  Hoyt ;  Rowland,  who  died  young,  and 
Polly,  who  married  Southard. 

The  tanning  and  currying  business  was  continued  here  a 
number  of  years  by  Samuel  Peet  and  James  French.  The 
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late  John  Plumb,  E.  Allen  Parrolt,  and  Thomas  Ward,  Jr., 
were  among  their  apprentices.  The  fine  residence  now  located 
upon  the  premises  was  built  by  Eli  Thompson  about  1S57. 

lio.  60.  Samuel  French  was  a  farmer  at  Fresh  Pond, 
and  lived  where  the  house  of  Eben  French  now  (1856)  stands. 
He  married  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Sherman,  of  Old  Mill,  and 
is  the  ancestor  of  all  who  bear  the  name  of  French  in  this 
region  of  country. 

JVb.  66.   Hope  Wam  of  A.  &  VV.  Hawley. 

1^0.67.  Jienoni  Fi'encJi,  the  son  of  Samuel  French, 
was  a  farmer  and  lived  in  the  house  (1856)  owned  by  Henry 
Olmstead.  He  had  no  sons  and  only  one  daughter,  who  mar- 
ried Freeman  Lewis,  the  father  of  the  late  Alanson  Lewis, 
and  Mrs.  Eliakim  Hough. 

N^o.  68.    District  School  House  at  Fresh  Pond. 

^O.  69.  AhiJuJi  liefU'dsleij  was  a  farmer  and  black- 
smith. He  married  Drusilla,  daughter  of  Master  Wheeler, 
of  Toilsome  Hill.  She  was  about  90  years  of  age  when  she 
died.  She  received  a  pension  for  the  services  of  her  husband 
in  the  Revolution.  They  had  sons  Anson,  Wheeler  and 
Abijah.  Abijah,  Jr.,  when  about  twenty  years  of  age  went  as 
a  seaman  from  Bridgeport  in  1805,  in  a  brig  commanded  by 
Capt.  Samuel  Hawley,  to  Antigua,  on  which  voyage  he  was 
taken  by  an  English  press-gang  and  forced  on  board  an  Eng- 
lish man-of-war,  where  he  was  put  on  ship's  duty  for  a  cruise 
for  several  months,  until  the  man-of-war  returned  to  Antigua. 

Through  the  aid  of  Sylvanus  Sterling  and  Robert  South- 
worth,  who  were  then  doing  business  there,  he  was  liberated 
from  the  man-of-war  and  sent  home  in  a  brig  bound  for  Wash- 
ington, North  Carolina  in  the  month  of  January,  1S06.  I  was 
then  employed  in  a  schooner  belonging  to  the  owner  of  said 
brig,  of  which  schooner  my  brother  David  Sherman  was 
master.  Both  vessels  being  at  anchor  at  Ocracock  Bar,  we 
went  on  board  the  bi  ig  to  make  the  captain  a  visit.  Soon 
after  we  got  on  board  the  captain  said  :  "  I  have  a  country- 
man of  yours  on  board,  I  will  call  him  and  see  if  you  know 
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him."  Soon  a  poor  ragged  sailor  bov  came  into  the  cabin, 
and,  although  we  were  intimate  with  him  at  home,  we  could 
not  recognize  him  because  his  sufferings  had  been  so  great  on 
the  brig,  they  having  been  on  allowance  of  a  potato  a  day  for 
a  number  of  days.  His  jov  at  seeing  us  was  very  great,  but 
still  greater  when  we  told  him  we  would  furnish  h't^i  suitable 
clothing  and  give  him  a  passage  to  New  York.  We  brought 
him  home,  to  the  great  joy  of  his  widowed  mother. 

Soon  after  he  shipped  on  board  of  a  schooner  belonging 
to  the  Prindles  of  Bridgeport,  and  sailed  for  the  West  Indies, 
which  schooner  was  lost  in  a  hurricane  in  1806,  and  all  on 
board  perished. 

No.  70.   Jacob  Stevliiig-s  Shipyard. 

Ko,  71.    Charles  Burritt,  Jr.,  was  a  farmer. 

No.  72.  Joel  I^ai'ish  was  a  shoemaker.  He  married 
a  sister  of  Maj.  Aaron  Hawley;  had  three  daughters.  One 
died  with  consumption,  and  the  others  removed  to  New 
Jersey. 

Ko.  73.  Stephen  Barrouf/hs,  Esqr.,  was  a  farmer, 
ship-builder,  Boston  coaster,  ship-master,  mathematician,  as- 
tronomer, and  surveyor — a  self-made  man.  He  was  about 
five  feet  eight  inches  in  height,  strong  built,  was  never  sick 
during  his  long  life,  a  cold  water  man,  and  died  in  1817,  aged 
88  years.  He  was  an  active  Whig  in  the  Revolution,  when 
he  raised  a  militia  company  called  Householders,  of  which  he 
was  chosen  captain.  He  was  often  chosen  representative, 
and  was  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years.  He  owned  the 
parish  grist  mill  called  the  Burroughs  mill,  that  stood  where 
the  Pequonnock  woolen  mills  now  stand. 

He  was  blind  for  several  years  before  his  decease.  It  is 
said  he  invented,  about  the  year  1798,  the  system  of  Federal 
Money  as  now  used  in  the  United  States. 

His  children  were,  Stephen,  Isaac,  David,  and  Abijah, 
sons,  one  of  which,  Abijah,  was  lost  at  sea,  and  David  died  of 
a  fever  caught  in  Boston,  and  was  buried  at  Martha's  Vine- 
yard, about  the  year  1796;  and  he  had  three  daughters — 
Eunice,  married  a  Pendleton,  of  Stratford;  Betsey,  married 
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Capt.  Joseph  Sterling-  Edwards,  and  Huldah  married  Joseph 
Backus,  Esqr.,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn. 

JVo.  7d?.  Shipyard  and  store  of  Stephen  Burroughs, 
well  known  for  man}-  years. 

^o.  7o.  EUJali  liitrt'itt  was  a  blacksmith,  buckskin 
leather  dresser,  cooper  and  farmer,  and  died  at  the  advanced 
age  of  98  years.  He  was  six  feet  in  height,  well  made,  fine 
presence,  and  was  never  sick  until  the  last  year  of  his  life. 
He  had  one  son,  Daniel,  and  three  daughters.  His  first  wite 
was  the  daughter  of  John  Hall.    He  died,  Sept.  23,  1S41. 

It  was  from  him  that  I  derived  much  of  the  information 
relative  to  the  early  settlers  of  this  parish. 

Mr.  Burritt  retained  his  faculties  until  the  year  1840, 
when  he  failed  slowlv  until  his  death.  I  asked  him  about  a 
year  before  his  death,  if  death  did  not  appear  to  be  very  near. 
He  replied,  "Not  any  nearer  than  forty  vears  ago;"  that  he 
had  "  always  felt  that  he  might  die  any  dav,  but  when  he 
came  to  reflect  that  he  was  97  years  of  age,  his  reason  and 
judgment  satisfied  him  that  death  must  be  verv  near. 

No.  76.  The  liut't'OUfjJiyi  Gristnt iU  of  Revolutionary 
times.  This  was  an  old  mill  site,  as  seen  on  page  280  of  this 
book,  granted  first  to  the  Sherwood  family. 

jVo.  77.  JosiftJt  Smith  was  a  miller  at  the  Burroughs 
mill.    He  had  one  son,  Josiah,  and  one  daughter.  Comfort. 

No.  78.  I*hllip  NicJioJs.  son  of  Theophilus,  was  born 
in  January,  1726.  Beginning  business  li^e  for  himself  about 
1747  he  had  twenty-five  years  cotemporary  with  his  father, 
and  they  seem  to  have  been  well  and  advantageously  im- 
proved, and  after  his  father's  decease  he  continued  probably 
an  active  business  life  twenty-five  years  longer,  dying  in  1807, 
in  his  82d  year. 

While  his  father  thought  that  Newpasture  Point  would 
develope  into  a  city  and  shipping  place,  Philip  inclined  to  the 
opinion  that  the  west  side  of  the  harbor  would  first  become  a 
city,  and  therefore  made  considerable  purchases  of  laud  where 
now  much  of  the  business  portion  of  the  city  of  Bridgeport 
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stands,  which  investments  furnished  his  children  with  con- 
siderable valuable  property. 

His  dwelling  was  at  No.  78,  on  the  map  at  the  corner  of 
the  roads,  and  a  large  portion  of  his  business  life  was  con- 
nected with  the  brick  store  and  shipyard  near  the  house 
on  the  shore.  The  shipping  trade  of  Bridgeport  was  first 
developed  at  that  place  on  the  Pequonnock  river,  and  after- 
wards came  down  gradually  to  its  present  localities. 

Philip  Nichols  was  a  prominent  communicant  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  at  Stratford.  The  parish  book  shows  the 
following  record  : 

"  At  a  parish  meeting  of  Christ  Church,  Stratford,  held 
Easter  Monday.  April  20,  1772,  it  was  voted  that  the  pew 
next  to  the  pulpit  be  given  to  Captain  Philip  Nichols,  he 
building  the  Christening  Pew." 

His  descendants  were  prominent  in  the  community  and 
other  parts  of  the  country,  many  years. 

-ZNmO.  7.9.  John  JPeet  appears  to  have  owned  this  place  in 
1694,  according  to  the  land  records,  with  perhaps  a  dwelling 
on  it,  but  considerable  portion  of  ^Ir.  Peet's  land  at  this  place 
was  purchased  by  Richard  or  Theophilus  Nichols,  and  in  the 
inventory  of  the  latter's  estate  it  is  called  "  Captain  Peat's 
lot;"  twenty-three  acres  being  valued  at  ^^"126-10. 

No.  80,  Willicnn  I*ixlee,  son  of  William  of  Hadley, 
Massachusetts;  was  born  June  27,  1669;  came  to  Stratford 
when  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  purchased  his  first  land  of 
Abraham  Mitchell,  three  acres,  at  what  is  now  the  southwest- 
ern corner  of  Old  Mill  Green,  on  the  21st  day  of  April,  1690. 
He  continued  to  buy  land  in  that  vicinity,  almost  yearly,  so 
that  in  twelve  years  he  had  about  fifty  acres,  besides  pieces 
in  other  parts  of  the  town.  One  piece  that  he  purchased, 
in  1694,  adjoining  his  own  land,  was  bounded  "  on  the 
south  with  the  trench  that  dreans  the  pond,  and  on  the  east 
with  the  pond."  This  shows  that  an  effort  had  been  made  at 
that  early  day,  to  drain  that  pond. 

William  Pixlee  married  Grace,  daughter  of  David 
Mitchell,  in  November,  1701,  when  he  had  a  good  farm  and 
home  of  his  own.    He  had  two  sons,  Peter  and  David,  the 


Sir  at  field  Society. 


67 


latter  died  in  1742,  aged  38  years.  Peter  occupied  the  home- 
stead with  his  mother  as  long  as  she  lived,  probably,  and  he, 
after  having  been  a  prominent  and  influential  citizen,  died  in 
1788,  aged  85  years. 

William  Pixlee,  the  father,  died  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year  1712.  the  inventory  of  his  property  being  taken  March 
17,  1712,  to  which  his  widow  made  oath  April  2,  1712. 

Peter  Pixlee,  the  son,  had  a  son  William  who  lived  on  the 
old  homestead,  and  was  the  first  to  receive  liberty  from  the 
town  to  build  a  mill  at  what  is  now  known  as  the  Berkshire 
Mills."    He  was  a  prominent  business  man  of  the  town. 

No.  81.  JRichfird  Xichol ft,  son  of  Isaac,  Jr.,  grandson 
of  Isaac,  Sen.,  and  great-grandson  of  Francis  Nichols,  the 
first  of  the  name  at  Stratford,  was  born  at  Stratford,  Novem- 
ber 26,  1678,  and  was  twelve  years  of  age  when  his  father 
died,  after  which  his  mother  and  her  three  sons  removed  to, 
and  resided  at.  Newtown,  L.  I. 

Richard  seems  to  have  returned  to  Stratford  about  the 
year  1700,  and  on  June  2,  1702,  married  Comfort,  daughter  of 
Theophilus  Sherman.'" 

Richard  Nichols  purchased  land  at  Old  Mill  Green  as 
early  as  the  spring  of  17 10,  and  thereafter  for  several  years 
he  purchased  land  almost  yearly  in  the  same  vicinity. 

A  number  of  settlers  had  been  living  at  Old  Mill  from 
thirty  to  forty  years  when  Richard  Nichols  came  there, 
namely:  Samuel  Sherman,  Jr.,  Benjamin  Sherman.  John 
Hurd,  John  Peet,  and  Samuel  Blakeman's  family. 

His  home  was  established  on  what  is  now  the  corner  of  Old 
Mill  Green  and  East  Main  street,  where  he  resided  until  his 
death  in  1756,  in  his  78th  year.  Mr.  Nichols  was  a  prominent 
man  in  the  first  ecclesiastical  society  in  the  town.  In  the 
building  of  the  third  meeting-house,  u  1743,  he  was  one  with 
Captain  Robert  Walker  and  David  Porter  as  committee,  to 
secure  a  committee  from  the  General  Court  to  select  the  site 
for  that  house.  He  was  engaged  frequently  in  the  settle- 
ment of  the  estates  of  deceased  persons. 

'  See  page  405  of  the  History  of  Old  Stratford. 

This  relation  is  proved  by  a  deed  in  which  the  fact  is  stated  (see  genealogy). 


68 


History  of  Bridgeport. 


He  was  the  leading  man,  apparently,  in  securing  to  the 
public  generally  the  wide  street  called  Old  Mill  Green,  called 
at  that  day  Pembroke  street,  and  to  him  and  those  associated 
with  him  in  that  public  enterprise,  the  people,  and  especially 
those  of  the  City  of  Bridgeport,  will  ever  be  grateful." 

In  his  will,  dated  September  25,  1755,  and  proved  four- 
teen days  after,  he  gave  his  homestead  to  his  son  Joseph,  con- 
taining about  thirty-five  acres,  with  buildings,  and  the  re- 
mainder of  my  pasture  lot  nigh  to  John  Hurd's  homestead, 
and  all  my  lot  of  land  at  Daniel's  Farm,  southward  of  the 
Park,  about  twenty-five  acres,  also  the  whole  of  my  lot  of 
wood  land  at  Ireland's  Brook,  about  six  acres." 

He  says  further  :  "  I  give  to  my  son  Nathaniel  Nichols, 
one  piece  of  land  that  I  purchased  of  Jabez  Beardslce.  lying 
northward  of  Totocock  (^so  called)  in  the  bounds  of  said  Strat- 
ford. 


"  Sequestered  Land  for  Pembroke  Street. 

"  Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  Richard  Nichols,  Nathaniel 
Sherman,  Samuel  Judson.  Peter  Pixlee,  Ebenezer  Hurd,  Tlieophilus  Nichols, 
Samuel  Shearman,  Timothy  Shearman  and  Joseph  Nichols,  all  of  the  t~wn  of 
Stratford  in  the  County  of  Fairfield,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  love  and  good 
will  we  have  for  the  town  of  Stratford  and  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  in  order  to 
preserve  the  common  good  thereof,  said  town  being  the  land  of  our  nativity  and 
the  inhabitants  the  first  of  our  acquaintance  here  on  earth,  We  do  give,  grant, 
make  over  and  confirm  unto  Mr.  Benjamin  Sherman  of  the  said  town  of  Stratford 
and  to  their  successors,  inhabitants  of  said  town  forever,  a  certain  tract  of  land 
being  and  lying  in  said  Stratford  township  in  Pembroke  street  so  called,  contain- 
ing in  quantity  about  six  acres  of  land,  little  more  or  less,  and  it  is  butted  and 
bounded  on  all  points  with  common  land  as  may  appear  by  the  survey  bill  thereof 
on  Stratford  records,  for  him  the  said  Benjamin  Shearman  and  the  rest  of  the  said 
inhabitants  of  the  said  town  of  Stratford  : — To  have  and  to  hold  the  above  de- 
scribed tract  of  land  to  be  and  lye  a  perpetual  common  to  and  for  the  use  of  them 
their  successors  throughout  all  generations  to  the  end  of  time. 

AfBrming  at  the  time  of  this  grant  we  are  well  seized  of  the  premises  and  have 
in  ourselves  full  power  to  grant  the  same  as  in  manner  above  expressed  and  that 
our  true  intent  is,  the  same  should  be  for  a  common  use  of  all  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Stratford  and  their  successors  forever,  never  to  be  severed  in  any 
manner  whatsoever.  To  confirm  all  above  written  promises  We  have  hereunto 
set  our  hands  and  seals  this  25th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1740  : 

"Richard  Nichols,  Nathaniel  Shearm.in,  Samuel  Judson,  Peter  Pixlee,  Ebe- 
nezer Hurd,  Theoph*  Nichols,  Samuel  Shearman,  Timothy  Shearman,  Joseph 
Nichols." 
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jVo.  82.  John  JudAon  was  the  owner  of  this  place 
and  perhaps  residing-  on  it  in  1702,  according  to  a  deed  re- 
ceived by  William  Pixlee  and  given  by  Nathaniel  Sherman, 
of  the  land  lying  between  it  and  the  road  on  the  west  side  of  it. 

JVb.  83.  Theopliilus  Nichols,  Usq.,  son  of  Richard 
Nichols,  was  born.  March  31,  1703.  He  married,  January 
1723-4,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Lt.  Ebenezer  Curtiss,  and  settled 
on  the  north  side  of  the  street  nearly  opposite  his  father's 
residence,  where  he  resided  until  his  decease  in  1774-  This 
home  was  held  by  the  Nichols  family  until  1807,  then  by  the 
Judson  family  of  that  localit}-. 

His  father,  doubtless,  gave  him  the  land  for  his  home- 
stead when  he  was  married,  and  he  became  a  prosperous 
farmer.  He  also  engaged  in  ship  building  and  mercantile 
business  to  a  considerable  extent,  probably,  before  as  well  as 
after  his  father's  decease  in  1756,  but  in  his  father's  will  there 
is  no  mention  of  stores  or  shipyard.  In  that  wnll  the  father 
gave  to  Theophilus,  with  other  pieces  of  land,  "  one  lot  in 
Nevvpasture  Field  called  Gaspin's  Point,  about  twenty-four 
acres."  In  the  inventory  of  the  estate  of  Theophilus,  dated 
May  23,  1774,  this  property  is  mentioned,  thus:  "twelve 
acres  of  land  on  the  north  end  of  the  point  lot  ^^^93-10," 
and  "  three  acres  of  land  in  do.  with  the  house,  store  and 
wharf,  £igo.''  This  indicates  that  within  eighteen  years  he 
had  built  the  house,  store  and  wharf,  at  what  is  now  the 
south  end  of  Pembroke  street.  In  the  same  inventory  is 
mentioned,  "three  rods  of  land  and  the  brick  house,  and  ship- 
yard adjoining,"  and  "one  acre  of  land  adjoining  on  the 
south  side."    This  was  previously  the  Sterling  shipyard. 

This  shipyard  may  have  been  the  property  of  Theophilus 
before  his  father's  death.  The  inventory  mentions  also,  "the 
one-eighth  part  of  a  schooner,  the  President,  £2$,"  and  ^^150 
worth  of  merchandise. 

Besides  his  business  life  Theophilus  Nichols  was  a  public 
servant  and  honored  citizen.  He  was  a  deputy  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  twenty-three  years;  w^as  a  captain  of  the  mili- 
tia a  number  of  years  and  a  justice  of  the  peace  a  number  of 
years  near  the  close  of  his  life. 
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In  1745,  at  the  time  of  the  Great  Revival  in  the  Congre- 
gational Churches,  he  united  with  the  Episcopal  Church,  and 
thereafter  rendered  great  service  to  that  cause.  Also,  the 
Probate  records  of  Fairfield  show  that  he  was  often  selected 
by  private  individuals  and  appointed  by  the  Court  to  the  ser- 
vice of  executor  and  overseer  ot  wills  and  estates. 

He  died  in  1774,  aged  71  years. 

^To.  84:.  John  Tulsom,  son  of  Samuel,  of  Stratford, 
was  a  blacksmith  and  carried  on  his  trade  a  number  of  years 
at  this  place.  He  died  about  1S15,  and  the  house  becoming 
old  was  pulled  down. 

JVo.  ^J.  Samuel  Sherman,  Jr.,  was  the  first  settler 
at  this  place  on  Old  Mill  Green,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained. 
In  1663,  Samuel  Sherman,  Sen.,  purchased  James  Blakeman's 
half  of  the  mill  property  at  this  place,  which  comprised 
twenty  acres  of  upland  and  several  acres  of  meadow,  while 
Samuel  Blakeman  owned  the  other  half,  of  an  equal  number 
of  acres.  In  1680,  Samuel  Sherman,  Jr.,  received  this  land  by 
gift  from  his  father,  but  probably  had  resided  on  it  a  number 
of  years  before  that  date,  perhaps  from  1663. 

The  highway,  now  called  Pembroke  street,  began  at  Mr. 
Sherman's  house,  with  a  gate  in  the  common  fence  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Green.  This  road  after  having  been  used 
seventy  years  or  more,  was  re-surveyed  in  1749,  by  Theoph- 
ilus  Nichols  and  others,  as  Proprietors'  committee,  down  to 
the  point,  and  made  "full  three  rods  wide." 

Stiles  Lewis  and  his  son  after  him,  owned  this  place  manv 
years.  The  frame  of  the  old  house  still  stands,  but  the  cov- 
ering has  been  renewed,  perhaps,  more  than  once,  and  the 
exterior  much  changed.  The  father  kept  a  tavern  here,  and 
the  north  front  room  is  said  to  have  been  occupied  by  VVasiv 
ington  while  on  one  of  his  trips  through  the  country. 

The.  son  sold  the  place  to  Benjamin  Stillman  and  removed 
to  New  York. 

No.  86.  Santnel  BlaJceman,  probably  resided  here, 
he  having  purchased  of  his  brother  James  in  1662,  half  of  the 
mill  property,  including  twenty  acres  of  farming  land  be- 
sides meadow  ;  and  he  died  in  1668.     His  widow  married 
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Jacob  Walker.  The  other  half  of  the  mill  property  was  pur- 
chased bv  Samuel  Sherman,  Sen.,  in  1663,  as  represented  in 
No.  85. 

^o,  87.  SfejiJten  ItiO'fift:  his  descendants  are  all 
gone. 

No.  S7".  TJie  Hurd  Place.  This  land,  including  No. 
87,  was  originally  laid  out  to  John  Hurd,  Sen.,  and  by  his  will 
bequeathed  to  his  son  Isaac,  who  seems  to  have  died,  leaving 
no  children,  and  the  property  descended  apparently  to  his 
brother  John  and  his  children,  according  to  his  father's  will, 
and  it  was  the  Hurd  homestead  for  several  generations. 

Ebenexo'  Hni'd,  son  of  John  2d,  as  above,  resided  on 
this  farm  probably  nearly. all  his  life,  being  born  April  7,  1703. 
He  became  a  widely  known  person  according  to  the  following  : 
"This  same  year  (1775),  Ebenezer  Hurd,"  a  regular  post 
rider,  closed  a  service  of  forty-eight  years,  having  begun  it 
in  1727.  Once  in  a  fortnight,  during  that  entire  period,  he 
had  made  a  journey  from  New  York  to  Saybrook  and  back, 
274  miles.  In  other  words — for  such  is  the  computation — 
during  those  forty  eight  years  he  had  traveled  over  as  much 
space  as  twelve  and  a  half  times  around  the  world,  or  as  far 
as  to  the  moon  and  half-way  back.  Meantime,  what  of  the 
wife?  Bringing  up  the  children,  managing  the  farm  and  dar- 
ing one  year  at  least,  1767,  spinning  not  less  that  five  hundred 
yards  of  wool  and  flax,  all  raised  on  the  place,  making  and 
mending,  especially  for  that  indefatigable  rider,  who  was 
doubtless  "hard  on  his  clothes." 

This  Ebenezer  Hurd  married  in  January,  1732,  x\bigail 
Hubbell,  and  they  had  fifteen  children.  Their  gravestone 
stands  in  Huntington  burying  place,  both  inscriptions  being 
oh  one  stone.    They  are  : 

"Mr.  Ebenezer  Hurd,  died  May  7,  17S8,  aged  87  vcars. 
Mrs.  Rebecca,  His  Wife,  died  April  16,  1783,  Aged  — 
years." 

One  of  the  sons  was  Ebenezer,  Jr.,  who  was  also  a  post 
rider,  according  to  the  following:  "The  28lh  of  November, 


Magazine  of  American  History,  by  Mrs.  Martha  J.  Lamb,  1885,  page  118. 


72 


History  of  Bridgeport. 


died  at  Stratford,  in  Connecticut,  of  a  short  illness,  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Hurd,  wife  of  Ebenezer  Hurd.  Jun.,  Post  Rider  of 
that  Place,  aged  24  Years  and  three  Months;  Her  Death  is 
greatly  lamented  by  all  her  Relations.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  the  Rev.  Christopher  Newton,  of  Stratford." 

Andrew  Hurd,  eldest  son  of  the  first  Ebenezer,  and  born 
in  1731,  was  also  a  post  rider,  and  resided  on  the  homestead  on 
Old  Mill  Green  until  his  death,  April  29,  1S19,  aged  89  years. 
He  is  still  remembered,  and  tradition  says  he  used  to  call 
out  when  he  was  to  stop,  "  Open  the  gate  for  the  King's  Post." 

From  these  last  items  it  is  probable  that  the  sons  often 
rode  post  in  place  of  their  father. 

No.  88.  Site  of  flie  Old  Mill,  built  in  1652  and  3, 
and  from  which  Old  Mill  Hill  and  Old  Mill  Green  take  their 
names. 

yo.  80,  Se)'(ft.  C/ifirfes  Jiiwritt  was  a  descendant  of 
Stephen  Burritt  of  Stratford,  the  celebrated  Indian  fighter  in 
King  Philip's  War,  and  the  ancestor  of  tiie  Hon.  Elihu  Bur- 
ritt, the  Learned  Blacksmith. 

No.  00.  Dea.  Tltonifts  Hairlefj  \^as  a  farmer  and  a 
descendant  of  Joseph,  the  first  of  the  name  in  Stratford ; 
through  Samuel  the  eldest  son.  Most  of  the  Hawleys  of  this 
parish  are  his  descendants.  He  was  chosen  deacon  of  the 
Stratfield  church  in  171 2,  and  died  in  1722,  aged  44  years. 
His  son.  Captain  Ezra  Hawley,  seems  to  have  succeeded 
him  on  the  paternal  homestead,  and  also  his  grandson,  Ezra 
Hawley,  Jr.  Among  the  sons  of  the  last  was  Wilson,  a  well 
known  and  leading  farmer  and  merchant  of  this  place  ;  and 
Abram,  who  married  Alice  Burton  of  Trumbull,  settled  in 
Waterbury,  and  had,  among  other  children,  George  B.,  a  dis- 
tinguished physician  and  public  spirited  citizen  of  Hartford, 
Connecticut. 

No,  01,  Gin'(Jo)i  Jlfurleij  was  a  farmer,  a  descendant 
of  Dea.  Thomas  Hawley,  through  Captain  Ezra  and  Ezra,  Jr. 


'^Magazine  of  Americnn  History.  1885,  page  206;  taken  from  Rivington's 
N.  Y.  Gazetteer,  Dec.  15,  1774. 
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George  Benjamin  Hawletj,  JJT.  D.,  the  son  of  Abra- 
ham and  Alice  (Burton)  Hawley,  was  born  in  Bridgeport, 
February  13,  1S12. 

While  he  was  yet  an  infant  his  parents  removed  to  Water- 
town,  Conn.,  where  he  spent  his  boyhood  on  his  father's  farm. 
He  fitted  for  college  at  Goshen  Academy,  entered  Yale 
College  in  1829,  and  was  graduated  in  1833.  He  also  studied 
medicine  at  Yale  and  received  his  diploma  as  an  M.  D.  in 
1836.  After  some  preliminary  work  and  practice  he  in  1S40 
settled  down  to  the  regular  practice  of  his  profession  in  Hart- 
ford, which  he  continued  successfully  over  forty  years. 

He  was  a  man  of  prodigious  nervous  energy  and  phys- 
ical endurance,  which  were  brought  into  full  play  in  the  prac- 
tice of  his  chosen  profession,  and  in  many  other  interests  and 
objects  of  a  business  and  philanthropic  nature. 

The  Hartford  Hospital  and  the  more  recent  Old  People's 
Home  of  Hartford  owe  their  inception  and  success  more  to 
Dr.  Hawley  than  to  any  other  man.  He  was  interested  in 
the  local  corporations  and  enterprises  of  Hartford — to  the 
success  of  which  he  contributed  in  large  degree.  The  woven 
wire  mattress  he  viewed  in  a  sanitary  light,  and  overcoming 
some  of  the  earlier  defects,  brought  it  to  a  high  state  of  per- 
fection and  great  pecuniary  success.  He  became  interested 
in  the  mechanical  setting  and  distributing  of  type,  and  for 
twenty  years  devoted  much  time  and  money  to  its  develop- 
ment. He  was  President  of  the  Farnham  Type-Setting  Ma- 
chine Company,  which  finally  adopted  the  Page  machine,  and 
which,  under  his  fostering  interest  and  efforts,  has  been 
brought  to  a  surprising  state  of  practical  efficiency.  He  did 
not  live  (as  he  hoped)  to  see  it  manufactured  and  in  use  in  the 
large  printing  establishments  in  the  country. 

Dr.  Hawley  died  April  18,  1SS3.  He  was  twice  married 
and  left  a  widow  and  one  son  (by  his  first  wife).  Dr.  Georg'; 
Fuller  Hawley,  now  of  Chicago. 
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Gurdon  married  x'\nn,  daughter  of  Thomas,  his  father's 
brother.  They  had  one  son,  Anson,  who  married  Fanny, 
daughter  of  Dea.  David  Sherwood,  a  daughter  Eliza,  who 
married  Isaac  E.  Beach. 

^o.  92.    Capfahi  StepJie)i  Siotinters  was  a  farmer 

and  Boston  coaster.  He  had  an  only  son,  Stephen,  and 
daughters.  Charity,  Grizzeli,  Polly  and  Ruth.  Stephen,  Jr., 
was  master  of  the  brig  William,  bound  from  Bridgeport  to 
New  Providence.  She  sailed  in  November,  iSio,  and  was 
lost  at  sea  and  all  on  board  perished. 

JVb.  OS.    Daniel  Summers  was  a  farmer. 

^o.  04.  James  Gvef/ory  was  a  farmer;  married  Phi- 
lena  Burritt,  and  removed,  about  i8o8,  to  Kentucky. 

3"o.  05.  Dea.  LennieJ  SJievtrood,  son  of  Matthew, 
and  born  about  1687,  was  a  farmer.  He  was  chosen  deacon 
of  the  Stratfield  church  in  1722,  and  served  until  his  death  in 
[732.  His  father,  Matthew,  is  represented  in  the  Communion 
set  of  the  first  Congregational  Church  by  a  cup,  the  oldest 
piece  in  the  set,  inscribed  as  given  in  17 13. 

Dea.  David  Slienvood,  a  descendant  of  Matthew, 
through  Samuel,  John  and  Stephen,  purchased  this  farm 
owned  by  Dea.  Lemuel  one  hundred  years  before,  consisting 
of  one  hundred  acres,  in  1830.  He  was  chosen  deacon  of  the 
First  Church,  in  1831,  and  served  about  twenty-five  years. 
He  died  January  24,  1S73,      the  age  of  94  years. 

He  cultivated  and  kept  his  farm  nearly  intact  until  his 
decease.  The  population  and  improvements  had  so  sur- 
rounded him.  that  his  land  had  become  very  valuable.  He 
died  with  the  impression  that  he  was  very  rich.  The  land 
has  been  mostly  sold,  streets  have  been  laid  over  it,  and  these 
acres  are  covered  with  manufactures,  stores  and  fine  resi- 
dences; and  a  teeming,  busy,  population,  with  a  school  house 
and  chapels. 

No.  06.    Colonel  .John  Barv  was  a  farmer,  an  early 
settler  and  a  leading  man  in  building  the   first  Episcopal 
Church.     His  farm  is  the  same  that  Polly  Burr,  a  grand- 
10 
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daughter,  now  owns.  His  ancestor,  Colonel  John  Burr,  of  the 
same  name,  held  a  meeting  with  the  Indians  under  a  large  oak 
tree  near  to  where  he  built  his  house,  which  tree  is  now  stand- 
ing (1856),  but  has  marks  of  old  age  in  its  branches.  It  was 
evidently  a  large  tree  -when  the  parish  was  first  settled. 
Thirty  years  ago  (1826)  it  was  green  and  flourishing. 

He  had  sons,  William,  Ozias,  who  died  at  the  age  of  98 
years,  and  Captain  John  Burr,  who  was  killed  by  lightning  in 
1771. 

iVo.  97.  Wafrotis  IluhhelJ  was  a  farmer,  and  resided 
at  the  place  now  occupied  by  the  descendants  of  the  Rev. 
Philo  Shelton.  Some  of  his  descendants  are  now  living  in 
Bridgeport.  Gershom  E.  Hubbell  is  a  grandson,  and  the 
children  of  David  Hubbell,  3d,  Elbert  E.  and  George  Hub- 
bell,  are  great-grandchildren  of  the  said  Watrous  Hubbell. 

No.  OS.  Capfahi  A))ios  Huhhell  was  a  farmer,  Bos- 
ton coaster,  a  West  India  trader  and  an  active  Whig  in  the 
Revolution,  as  were  also  all  his  brothers  and  nephews.  He 
was  a  merchant  at  Newtield,  now  Bridgeport.  Soon  after  the 
Revolution  he  built  the  wharf  near  the  foot  of  Bank  street, 
and  was  the  first  Warden  of  the  Borough  of  Bridgeport — a 
man  much  respected. 

He  had  one  ship  and  two  brigs  built  for  himself,  but  his 
commercial  business  was  not  generally  successful. 

About  the  year  1798,  while  France  and  the  United  States 
were  at  war,  Captain  Wilson  Hubbell,  a  son  of  Captain  Amos, 
while  on  a  voyage  homeu'ard  bound  from  the  West  Indies, 
was  taken  by  a  French  privateer,  who  took  out  William  Cable, 
his  mate,  and  one  seaman,  leaving  Captain  Wilson  Hubbell 
with  Samuel  Cable,  seaman,  and  Josiah  Burr,  the  cook,  on 
board.  The  privateer  then  put  on  board  of  Captain  Hub- 
bell's  sloop  a  prize  master  and  two  French  seamen. 

After  the  privateer  had  left,  the  weather  being  moderate, 
Samuel  Cable  was  put  at  the  helm  and  the  sloop  was  left  by 
the  French  Prize  Master  to  tlie  care  of  the  two  French  sea- 
men. When  the  Prize  Master  went  into  the  cabin  and  lay 
down,  having  laid  his  sword  and  pistols  by  him,  as  soon  as  he 
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was  asleep  Captain  Hubbell  secured  his  arms  and  locked 
him  in  the  cabin.  He  then  secured  the  two  French  sailors 
and  confined  them.  He  now  secured  his  money,  which  was 
in  gold,  in  his  silk  handkerchief  tied  around  his  body  unknown 
to  the  Prize  Master. 

He  then  unwisely  held  a  parley  with  the  cunning  French- 
man, who  made  him  such  fair  promises  of  his  good  behavior 
that  Captain  Hubbell  allowed  him  to  come  on  deck  and  to 
have  his  liberty.  The  Frenchman  having  won  his  confidence, 
he  sat  down  with  him  on  the  quarter-rail  to  smoke.  When 
the  Frenchman  dropped  his  cigar  between  Captain  Hubbell's 
feet  and  reached  down  and  took  it  up  ;  he  continued  his 
French  palaver,  but  soon  dropped  it  again,  and.  stooping  down 
again  to  pick  it  up,  he  caught  Captain  Hubbell  by  his  feet  and 
threw  him  overboard  head  foremost.  The  sea  was  calm,  and 
when  he  came  up  he  swam  after  the  sloop,  begging  tor  his 
life,  but  the  cruel  Frenchman  was  deaf  to  his  cry  and  let  him 
drown  with  his  gold  about  him. 

Captain  Amos  Hubbell  had  four  sons.  Captain  Wilson 
and  Amos,  Jr.,  who  both  died  young ;  Anson,  and  also 
Charles  B.  Hubbell,  who  is  now  President  of  the  Pequonnock 
Bank.  He  had  one  daughter,  Catharine,  who  married  Cap- 
tain Ezekiel  Hubbell,  formerly  President  of  the  Connecticut 
Bank. 

3^0.  90.  IticJidViJ  HiihhelU  Sen.,  an  early  settler  at 
Pequonnock,  was  a  cooper  and  farmer.  He  was  supposed  to 
have  emigrated  to  this  country  from  the  count}^  of  Essex  in 
England  about  the  year  1670.  He  had  one  son,  Richard, 
and  they  were  two  of  the  nine  male  members  of  the  first  Con- 
gregational Church  at  its  organization. 

Richard,  a  grandson,  occupied  the  homestead,  and  died 
at  the  advanced  age  of  93  years.  He  was  a  deacon  in  this 
church  when  it  was  under  the  pastoral  care  of  the  Rev.  Sam- 
uel Cooke  and  the  Rev.  Robert  Ross,  for  thirty  years.  He 
lived  with  his  wife,  who  survived  him,  about  63  years.  He 
gave  the  church  a  silver  tankard  for  communion  service, 
which  is  still  in  use  in  this  church.  He  had  sons,  Richard, 
Amos,  Hezekiah,  Watrous  and  Benjamin,  and  one  daughter, 
who  married  Edward  Burroughs.    He  died  in  1788. 
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JS^o.  100.  Iiichav(J  Ilnhht'lJ.  .'id,  was  a  farmer  and  a 
merchant  at  Newheld,  and  died  in  the  city  of  New  York 
about  the  year  iS30,aged  about  94  years.  He  formerly  resid- 
ed in  the  parish  of  Stratheld,  where  Joseph  Banks,  Esq.,  now 
resides.  He  married  a  sister  of  Elijah  Burritt.  Their  chil- 
dren were  :  Richard,  Philo  and  Eli,  and  Famelia,  who  mar- 
ried Captain  Whitmore;  Polly,  who  married  Asa  Hurd,  of 
Old  Mill,  and  Penelope,  who  never  married,  and  is  now  living 
in  the  city  of  New  York  at  the  advanced  age  of  about  90 
years. 

Ko.  101.  Captahi  John  liurr  was  a  farmer,  and  the 
son  of  Colonel  John  Burr,  who  is  described  under  No.  74. 

Captain  Burr  was  killed  by  lightning  in  the  meeting 
house  in  1771,  at  the  same  time  my  grandfather,  David  Sher- 
man was  killed,  as  described  under  No.  27. 

His  children  were:  Jesse,  Eunice,  who  marrierl  William 
Holburton,  and  Kat}',  who  married  John  Buncombe.  Eunice 
was  a  small,  black-eyed  woman,  and  died  at  the  age  of  88 
years.  She  drew  a  pension  for  the  services  of  her  husband 
in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

ISo.  102.  TrahiitKj  GroHitd,  In  1703,  the  Stratfield 
Train-band  was  organized,  and  David  Sherman  appointed  its 
Ensign.  The  next  year  John  Beardsley,  of  Stratford,  was 
confirmed  its  Captain,  and  James  Bennett,  of  Fairfield,  its 
Lieutenant. 

It  has  been  current  tradition  that  this  plot  at  the  corner 
of  the  King's  highway  (North  avenue)  and  the  highway  lead- 
ing to  Truck  street,  was  donated  lor  this  purpose  by  the  first 
Richard  Flubbell  or  one  of  his  immediate  descendants.  It 
seems  to  have  been  in  use  for  training  down  to,  and  perhaps 
after,  the  Revolution. 

On  a  certain  training  day,  among  the  spectators  present 
was  a  party  ot  Indians,  who  had  been  behaving  insolently, 
and  one  of  them,  a  burly,  athletic  fellow,  finally  challenged 
the  whites  to  choose  their  best  man,  and  he  would  defeat  him 
in  a  wrestling  match.  No  one  appeared  ready  to  meet  the 
challenge  of  the  Indian,  whose  muscular  frame  plainly  showed 
him  to  be  a  formidable  antagonist,  although  all  felt  it  import- 
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ant,  for  the  moral  effect,  that  some  one  should  do  it.  After 
some  deliberation  it  was  decided  that  Captain  John  Sher- 
wood was  the  only  man  able  to  vanquish  him,  but  doubts 
were  expressed  whether  he  would  be  willing-  to  engage  in  a 
wrestling  match  now  that  he  had  become  so  active  in  relig- 
ious  matters.  A  deputation  came  to  him  as  he  was  drilling 
his  men  upon  the  parade  ground,  and  after  hearing  their  story 
he  briefly  answered  that  his  present  duty  was  to  drill  his  com- 
pany, but  that  afterward  he  would  attend  to  the  matter. 

When  the  parade  was  over  and  he  had  laid  aside  his  reg- 
imentals, he  approached  the  Indian  champion,  who  was  naked 
to  his  waist  and  shining  with  grease.  This  was  decidedly  to 
the  advantage  of  the  native,  since  it  gave  his  antagonist  a 
small  chance  to  grasp  the  well  oiled  skin,  while  his  opponent, 
dressed  in  ordinary  clothing,  presented  a  fair  opportunity  tor 
the  grasp  of  the  savage. 

Captain  Sherwood  advanced  without  any  skirmishing, 
and  laying  his  hand  on  the  naked  shoulder  of  the  Indian,  found 
himself  able  to  get  a  good  grip  on.  the  skin  and  flesh,  then 
exerting  his  great  strength,  at  once  laid  his  antagonist  flat 
upon  his  back,  not  caring  to  soften  the  violence  of  the  fall,  to 
the  utter  astonishment  of  the  Indian  allies.  The  victory  was 
complete,  confessed,  and  the  natives  withdrew  quietly  and 
never  repeated  the  challenge. 

3'o.  103.  The  Old  SfvatfieJd  Bitriaf  Grotnid  seems 
to  have  been  laid  out  on  the  Black  Rock  road.  The  first 
burials  were  made  upon  the  high  ground,  now  the  central 
part  of  the  plot,  which  appears  to  have  been  quite  fully  occu- 
pied. There  are  numerous  field  stones  which  mark  the  places 
of  interments,  manv  of  them  being  marked  only  with  initial 
letters,  date  and  age,  and  others  with  initials  roughly  cut. 
These  dates  run  from  1688  to  1712. 

About  the  oldest  slate  stones  of  the  stereotyped  pattern, 
fully  inscribed,  are  those  of  Rev.  Charles  Chauncey,  1714,  and 
Captain  Matthew  Sherwood,  1715.  The  ground  was  undoubt- 
edly regarded  as  the  property  of  the  parish,  for  on  December 
29,  1772,  an  addition  of  one-half  of  an  acre  was  made  on  the 
southeastern  side,  extending  to  the  Training  ground,  secur- 
ing  a  new  entrance.    This  addition  was  purchased  by  the 
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Stratfield  societ}-,  of  Daniel  Morris,  for  nine  pounds  ten  shil- 
lings, lawful  money,  and  the  deed  was  recorded  in  the  soci- 
ety's book  and  also  on  the  land  records  of  Fairfield.  This 
portion  is  very  fully  occupied. 

These  grounds  have  been  very  little  used  since  the  year 
1812,  and  were  for  many  years  very  much  neglected.  For 
more  than  sixty  years  the  society  has  not  exercised  any  special 
supervision  over  it. 

About  1848,  a  picket  fence  was  constructed  around  it 
under  the  auspices  of  the  late  Isaac  Sherman.  A  small  fund 
remained  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Wilson  of  Fairfield,  at  the  time 
of  the  annexation  of  contiguous  Fairfield  territory  to  Bridge- 
port in  1871,  and  at  a  subsequent  town  meeting  of  Bridge- 
port, Sherwood  Sterling,  Joseph  Banks  and  Albert  Wilson 
were  appointed  a  committee  for  the  care  of  the  ground.  Xo 
monc}'  was  appropriated  and  little  care  bestowed.  Mr.  Ster- 
ling and  Mr.  Banks  died  and  Mr.  Wilson  became  very  infirm. 
The  present  committee  having  it  in  charge  are  Rowdand  B. 
Lacey,  Henr}-  R.  Parrott  and  Daniel  G.  Fowler,  who  were 
appointed  by  the  town  meeting. 

The  present  improved  condition  of  this  ground,  which  is 
very  decided,  is  due  to  the  persevering  labors  and  oversight 
of  Dea.  R.  B.  Lacey,  during  a  number  of  years  past,  and  if 
his  attention  and  efforts  are  aided  by  others,  a  few  years  more 
it  will  be  a  comely  place  for  burial  as  well  as  visitation. 

y^o.  104.  .JfunfS  JIor)'is  was  an  early  settler,  a  farmer 
and  an  innkeeper.  None  of  his  descendants  are  known  to  be 
living. 

JVio.  lOo.  XdtJian  Seeley,  a  son  of  Dea.  Seth  Seeley, 
a  merchant  and  farmer  removed  to  Bethel,  where  he  died  at 
a  good  old  age.  His  descendants  are  living  in  Bethel  and 
Danbury. 

Nathan  Seeley,  when  a  young  m.an,  was  a  constable  in 
Stratfield  parish  and  had  a  writ  to  serve  for  a  debt ;  and  the 
law  was  at  that  time,  such  that  the  person  on  whom  a  writ 
was  served  must  be  touched  with  the  paper  to  make  the  arrest 
legal.  He  rode  a  large,  powerful  horse,  and  found  his  man 
loading  his  cart  with  manure  with  a  pitchfork.    He  told  the 
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constable  to  keep  away  and  kept  the  fork  raised  for  his  de- 
fence. Upon  this  said  Nathan  put  spurs  to  his  horse  and 
made  him  jump  on  the  man  so  that  he  touched  him  with  the 
writ.  After  having  done  that  he  had  the  power  to  call  out 
the  militia  to  make  the  arrest  complete. 

Nathan  Seeley  married  Hannah,  daughter  of  Major  Aaron 
Hawley  of  Bridgeport. 

3^0.  10(}.  Dea.  Seth  Seeley  was  a  farmer  and  for  many 
years  a  deacon  of  the  parish  church.  His  children  were: 
Nathan,  Seth,  Jr.,  and  Samuel  O.  The  last  now  occupies  the 
homestead.  Dea.  Seeley  married  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Odell, 
Esq.;  was  an  active  WMiig  in  the  Revolution,  and  an  old  man 
at  the  time  of  his  death. 

"No.  107.  Capts  Jofiiah  Laeey,  a  house  joiner  by  trade. 
He  was  commissioned  in  1777  by  Governor  John  Hancock  to 
raise  a  company  for  the  Continental  Army.  This  he  did  in 
the  parish  and  was  its  captain  for  three  years.  The  company 
was  attached  to  Col.  Philip  Bradley's  Regiment  in  Gen.  Hunt- 
ington's Brigade.  His  residence  before  the  Revolution  was 
on  Truck  street,  whence  he  removed  to  the  city  of  Bridge- 
port, where  he  built  a  house — now  No.  237 — on  the  south 
side  of  State  street.  He  was  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  many 
years,  and  died  in  the  year  1812,  in  the  67th  year  of  his  age. 

He  had  sons  VVinthrop  who  was  lost  at  sea,  and  Josiah, 
who  died  young.  His  daughters  were  Chloe,  who  married 
Capt.  Nathaniel  Silliman,  and  Polly,  who  married  Matthew 
Curtis,  Esqr. 

No.  108.  John  Laceij,  son  of  John  and  grandson  of 
Edward  and  Sarah  Lacey,  was  baptized  by  Rev.  Charles 
Chauncev,  Oct.  22,  1710.  He  married  Mary,  daughter  of 
Daniel  Hubbell,  and  lived  upon  what  is  understood  to  have 
been  the  original  homestead  of  the  family,  on  the  corner  of 
Truck  street  and  one  of  the  cross  roads  leading  to  Toilsome 
Hill.  The  first  settler  is  said  to  have  come  from  Nottingham, 
England. 

The  family  first  appears  upon  the  records  of  the  Church 
of  Christ  in  Fairfield,  January  13,  1694,  when  Sarah,  wife  of 
Edward  Lacey,  was  admitted  as  a  member.    June  20,  1694, 
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their  six  children  were  baptized — viz:  Edward,  John,  Henry, 
Sarah,  Mary,  Elizabeth.  This  John  of  the  second  generation 
died  in  1754.  His  will  was  dated  May  30,  1754,  and  mentions 
the  following  children:  John,  Edward,  David,  Ephraim,  Eu- 
nice, Sarah. 

John,  of  the  3d  generation,  whose  name  heads  this  arti- 
cle, appears  on  the  Stratfield  Parish  records  in  1759  '^■'"^  1760, 
as  one  of  the  Society's  Committee  and  is  there  called  John 
Lacey,  Jr.  He  died  Feb.  10,  1793,  in  his  84th  year.  His  wife 
Mary  survived  him  seventeen  years,  and  died  April  i,  iSio, 
aged  91  years.  She  was  an  excellent  woman  and  is  spoken  of 
as  "a  mother  in  Israel." 

^o.  109.  Cdpt.  IJfutiel  Lacetj,  son  of  John,  No.  108, 
was  captain  over  all  the  companies  ot  Guards,  stationed  dur- 
ing the  Revolution,  from  Division  street  to  Saugatuck  river. 
He  succeeded  Capt.  Nash,  who  first  commanded  the  same. 

His  children  were  John,  Daniel,  who  settled  out  West, 
Michael,  Squire,  and  Sarah,  who  married  Secley  Sherwood. 
His  mother  was  the  widow  Mary  Lacey,  who  resided  in  the 
old  tirst  homestead  of  the  first  settler  in  the  parish  by  the 
name  of  Lacey. 

John  and  Michael  settled  at  what  was  known  as  Lacey's 
mill,  but  more  recently  at  Plattville  on  the  Easton  Turnpike, 
and  their  remains,  with  those  of  their  brother  Squire  Lacey, 
rest  in  the  old  Stratfield  burial-ground. 

Daniel  went  West.  The  daughter  Sarah,  who  married 
Seeley  Sherwood,  lived  on  the  old  road  a  little  north  of  the 
Stratfield  Baptist  meeting-house. 

^0.110.  Joseph Urothn'ell  was  a  shoemaker  from 
Scotland.  He  came  to  Stratfield  about  1750  and  had  his  resi- 
dence at  Truck  street  on  the  west  side  of  the  highway  oppo- 
site No.  105  on  the  map,  and  there  reared  his  family  of  four 
sons  and  three  daughters.  He  was  a  strong  Presbyterian  and 
Revolutionary  Whig.  He  married  Hannah  Fay erweather,  a 
sister  of  Benjamin.  Their  sons  were  Benjamin,  Joseph  Fayer- 
weather,  William  and  Thomas,  who  all  lived  to  old  age;  and 
daughters,  Betty  who  married  John  Hubbell,  whose  residence 
was  on  Division  street,  Grizel  and  Abigail. 


Str  at  field  Society. 


Si 


Joseph  F.  Brothwell  married  a  daughter  of  Benjamin 
Lacey,  and  removed  to  Woodbury,  Conn.,  about  the  year 
1798. 

Joseph  Brothwell  was  an  active  member  of  the  parish 
when  Mr.  Ross  was  first  settled,  and  to  show  the  character  of 
the  man  I  will  relate  the  following  anecdote. 

He  was  chosen  Lieutenant  of  a  company  of  militia  called 
the  Householders,  and  was  a  terror  to  the  Tories.  On  a  cer- 
tain occasion  when  the  heroes  of  the  Revolution  were  gath- 
ered at  Nichols'  tavern,  he  pulled  out  his  sword  from  its 
sheath  and  threw  it  down  on  the  table — "There,  there,"  said 
he,  "  I  have  unsheathed  my  sword  and  it  shall  not  be  sheathed 
again  until  this  contest  is  ended." 

He  became  blind  several  years  before  his  death. 

No.  111.'*  Edward  Lacey,  a  farmer,  son  of  John  and 
grandson  of  Edward,  the  first  settler  of  the  name  Lacey,  in 
Fairfield  (Stratfield),  appears  upon  the  Stratfield  Parish  rec- 
ords. Dec.  30,  1755,  when  Stephen  Fairchild,  Richard  Hall, 
and  Edward  Lacey,  Jr.,  were  chosen  School  Committee.  In 
1757,  he,  with  Dea.  William  Bennett  and  others,  joined  the 
"  North  Company  "  in  the  settlement  of  North  Fairfield,  now 
the  town  of  Easton,  which  company  appears  to  have  been 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Stratfield  Parish  for  some  years. 

He  purchased  lands  of    Jackson,  on  the  west  side  of 

the  highway  (now  Easton  turnpike)  at  a  point  about  eight 
miles  from  Bridgeport,  it  being  the  same  that  the  late  Anson 
Bennett  owned  for  many  years.  In  1761  Edward  Lacey  was 
chosen  by  Stratfield  Parish,  collector  of  ministerial,  society 
and  school  rates  within  the  limits  of  the  North  Company,  and 
receipts  for  money  paid  by  him  to  Rev.  Robert  Ross,  and 
also  from  Rev.  Joseph  Lamson,  of  the  Church  of  England, 
appears  on  the  Parish  records.  It  is  said  that  the  early  relig- 
ious meetings  of  the  place  were  held  at  his  house. 

He  was  first  married  to  Hannah  Summers,  by  whom  he 
had  nine  children.  Eleven  months  after  the  birth  of  the  two 
youngest  (twins),  October,  1755,  she  died  and  was  buried  at 
Stratfield.    Subsequently  he  married  Deborah  Odell  and  had 
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five  children.  Rowland  B.  Lacey  is  a  descendant  through 
Zachariah  (one  of  the  twins  above  mentioned),  and  his  wife 
Betty  Rowland,  and  his  son  Jesse  and  Edna  (Munson)  Lacey. 
Edward  Lace}-  died  in  North  Fairfield  (Easton),  June  i8,  1772, 
in  his  6ist  year,  and  a  fine  old  slate  stone  marks  his  grave  in 
the  cemetery  near  the  Baptist  Church,  where  also  lie  the  re- 
mains of  Zachariah  and  Jesse  Lacey,  above  named. 

His  descendants  are  numerous  and  widely  scattered 
through  the  country,  but  very  few  ot  the  name  remain  in 
Connecticut. 

JVo.  ll'il.  lieii  jnntin  Laceij,  a  tanner  and  currier,  and 
shoemaker,  having  his  shop  and  vats  westerly  from  the  house, 
convenient  to  the  stream  of  water.  Among  his  apprentices 
were  Joseph  Fayerweather  Broth  well,  Zachariah  Lacey,  and 
his  own  son  David  Lacey.  Zachariah  Lacey  and  J.  F.  Broth- 
well  were  of  the  same  age  and  their  terms  of  apprenticeship 
expired  at  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution.  They  to- 
gether enlisted  in  a  company  commanded  by  Capt.  Josiah 
Lacey  and  marched  to  New  York.  On  the  expiration  of  their 
time  they  re-enlisted  and  served  nearly  four  years,  when  they 
united  in  hiring  a  man  by  the  name  of  Jackson  to  serve  dur- 
ing the  war,  by  which  they  were  exempted. 

Benjamin  Lacey  married  Margaret  Hall.  In  1767,  and 
for  many  years  thereatter,  he  was  collector  of  ministerial 
rates,  in  Stratfield  Parish,  for  the  Church  of  England.  He 
died  in  1784,  aged  45  years. 

Joseph  F.  Broth  well  married  Molly  (or  Mary),  daughter 
of  Benjamin  Lacey  and  removed  to  Woodbury. 

David,  son  of  Benjamin  Lacey  succeeded  his  father  at 
the  homestead  and  was  known  as  David  Lacey,  the  shoe- 
maker. His  children  were  David,  Eleazer,  Benjamin,  Ruth, 
and  Ellen.  David  was  a  large  owner  in,  and  the  well  known 
manager  of  the  Washington  bridge  over  the  Housatonic 
river  for  many  years.  Eleazer  Lacey  was  early  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business  in  Bridgeport;  was  next  the  cashier  of 
the  Middlesex  County  Bank,  succeeding  Charles  Foote,  who 
was  called  to  the  Connecticut  Bank  in  1834.  At  a  later  pe- 
riod he  was  the  first  cashier  of  the  (Bridgeport)  City  Bank 
at  its  organization.    Benjamin  Lacey  resided  in  Southport. 
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JVo.  113.  Benjamin  B)'of7iireJIf  son  of  Joseph  (No. 
no),  married  Anna  Beach,  of  Rock  House  district,  in  North 
Fairfield,  now  Easton.  He  resided  first  at  No.  no,  but  after 
the  death  of  his  father  he  built  a  new  house  on  this  site,  and 
reared  a  famih-  of  four  sons  and  four  daughters.  Roswell, 
the  third  son,  was  the  best  known  and  most  thoroughl}'  iden- 
tified with  this  community.  He  was  considerable  of  a  farmer 
as  well  as  his  father,  much  interested  in  agriculture,  and  was 
often  engaged  as  manager  at  the  county  and  local  fairs.  His 
residence  was  on  the  site  designated  as  No.  115.  He  died  in 
1883,  at  the  advanced  age  of  81  years.  His  wife  was  Julia 
Ann  Hall,  who  survives  him  at  the  age  of  83  years.  Their 
only  son,  Benjamin  Beach  Brothwell,  succeeds  his  father  on 
the  same  premises. 

JSTo.  114.    JEri'Oi'  on  the  map. 

^o.  115.  Amos  Jlei'i'iman  was  a  cooper  by  trade. 
He  came  from  Cheshire,  Conn.,  about  1795.  One  of  the 
early  Baptist  ministers  was  Elder  Royce,  who  came  here  from 
Cheshire,  and  it  is  understood  that  his  acquaintance  with  and 
interest  in  Elder  Royce  induced  Mr.  Merriman  to  remove  to 
Stratfield.  He  built  his  house  and  cooper  shop  on  this  spot 
and  resided  here  until  about  1815,  when  he  removed  to  Ken- 
tucky and  left  no  representatives  here. 

Roswell  Brothwell  afterwards  became  the  owner  and 
made  his  residence  here.  He  built  the  house  and  made  the 
fine  improvements  which  at  present  appear,  some  years  be- 
fore his  death. 

3"o.  110.  Lemitel  Bangs  was  by  trade  a  blacksmith. 
His  residence  was  in  Truck  street,  a  little  way  south  of  the 
first  Baptist  meeting-house.    His  children  were  born  there. 

Mr.  Bangs  was  a  poor  man,  but  a  zealous  Whig  in  the 
Revolution.  Two  of  his  sons,  the  Rev.  Nathan  Bangs,  D.D., 
of  New  York  City,  and  Elder  Heman  Bangs,  were  school- 
mates with  Capt.  Daniel  Sterling,  at  the  district  school.  The 
family  left  this  part  of  the  country  about  the  year  1790.  The 
two  sons  were  very  large  m.en  and  were  in  the  ministry  of  the 
M.  E.  Church  many  years. 
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Lemuel  Bangs  met  in  the  time  of  the  Revolution  with 
other  Whigs  at  Nichols'  tavern,  parson  Ross,  also  a  strong 
Whig,  being  of  the  number.  During  the  discussions  Lemuel 
Bangs  said,  he  would  be  willing  to  die  and  suffer  eternal  pun- 
ishment if  he  could  be  the  means  of  making  America  free. 
Mr.  Ross  replied,  "  it  is  a  good  thing  to  be  zealous  but  not  to 
be  too  zealous.    Where  is  my  hat,  I  must  be  going." 

JVo.  J 77.  The  Strafficld  Baptist  CJiin'ch  was  first 
gathered  in  October,  175 1.  It  was  a  result,  in  part,  of  the 
"  Great  Awakening,"  or  "  New  Light"  movement  in  1740  and 
41.  The  Rev.  Samuel  Cooke  of  the  Stratfield  parish  was  in 
favor  of  Whitefield  and  his  preaching,  but  there  was  a  consid- 
erable sentiment  opposed  to  Mr.  Cooke's  views,  and  some  of 
the  opposition  went  to  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Cooke  in  1747,  a  successor  in  the 
pastorate — Rev.  Lyman  Hall — was  secured,  who  was  opposed 
to  New  Light  methods,  and  this  increased  the  feeling  of  dis- 
satisfaction towards  the  old  parish  and  church. 

The  Separatist  feeling,  finally,  took  form  under  the 
leadership  of  Capt.  John  Sherwood  and  the  preaching  of  the 
Rev.  Joshua  Moss  (or  Morse)  in  175 1. 

Mr.  Moss  was  a  convert  under  the  preaching  of  White- 
field,  in  Rhode  Island,  and  had  united  with  the  Baptist 
Church,  entertaining  its  sentiments  in  regard  to  baptism, 
close  communion  and  preparation  for  the  ministry,  namely, 
that  a  liberal  education  was  unnecessary  ;  the  requisites 
being,  the  divine  call,  hallowed  hre  and  spiritual  enlighten- 
ment. 

Mr.  Moss  had  preached  in  the  place  repeatedly  and  on 
the  second  Lord's  day  in  October,  1751,  being  assembled  at 
the  house  of  John  Sherwood,  he  preached  and  after  the  ser- 
mon the  following  persons,  Zechariah  Mead,  Nathaniel 
Seeley,  Elihu  Mash  (Marsh),  John  Sherwood,  Ebenezer 
Sanford  and  Samuel  Beardsley,  six  men  with  a  number  of 
women,  after  the  covenant  services,  were  baptized  by  Elder 
Moss,  and  the  Lord's  Supper  was  administered.  These 
services,  as  then  judged,  constituted  the  organization  of  the 
Church. 
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From  this  organization  for  six  years  there  are  found  no 
records  of  this  church.  Some  difficulty  followed,  between 
the  members  of  this  Baptist  Church  and  the  Old  Stratfield 
Society  about  the  collection  of  ministerial  rates.  The  former 
thought  that,  under  the  law  they  should  be  exempt,  the  latter 
claimed  of  them  rates  the  same  as  of  others,  since  they  were 
not  an  organized  society,  as  the  law  required  in  order  to  be 
exempt,  and  tradition  says  that  Captain  Sherwood  suffered 
his  rate  to  be  collected  under  distraint  on  his  personal  prop- 
erty, and  in  1755,  brought  a  suit  in  the  Superior  Court  to 
recover  sums  which  had  been  so  collected.  The  result  is 
not  known,  except  that  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Stratfield 
Society,  December  29,  1757,  shortl_y  after  the  ordination  of 
Capt.  Sherwood  as  the  first  resident  pastor  of  this  Church, 
the  ministerial  rates  of  John  Sherwood,  Nathaniel  Seelev, 
Zachariah  Mead  and  Ebenezer  Sanford  were  remitted  for  the 
year  1756  and  1757,  and  that  they  should  be  exempt  from 
the  rates  of  the  following  year. 

Captain  John  Sherwood  was  ordained  as  an  elder,  in  the 
Baptist  Church,  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  December,  1757,  by 
the  Elders  and  Messengers  of  the  Churches  in  New  London 
and  Groton,  assembled  with  the  Baptist  Church  in  Stratfield, 
and  he  became  the  settled  pastor  of  this  church. 

At  the  end  of  the  first  ten  years,  sixteen  persons  had  been 
received  into  membership,  and  these  had  their  residences  in 
Ridgefield,  Redding,  Wilton  and  Newtown. 

Elder  Sherwood  died  in  1779,  aged  75  years.  He  was  a 
man  of  strong  convictions,  and  was  faithful  to  them  while  a 
member  of  the  old  Stratfield  Church,  as  well  as  after  he  be- 
came a  Baptist.  He  labored  devotedly  and  with  much 
energy,  and  hence  successfully,  not  only  in  Stratfield  but 
extensively  in  Fairfield  county.  He  had  great  physical  pow- 
ers, as  appears  in  his  encounter  with  the  Indian,  as  related  in 
No.  102. 

It  is  no  disparagement  to  either  to  say  that  his  grit  re- 
appeared remarkably  in  his  well  known  grandson,  Dea. 
David  Sherwood,  who  died  in  1873  the  great  age  of  94 
years. 
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Ko.  lis.  The  I^a)'SO)if(ffe  of  the  Stratfield  Baptist. 
Society  of  the  "olden  time"  was  located  here.  It  was  the 
residence  of  Elder  Scth  Higby,  Elder  Royce,  and  others. 

The  house  was  long-  since  taken  down  and  the  property 
now  belonars  to  the  estate  of  the  late  Roswell  Broth  well. 

The  location  of  the  present  Parsonage  is  designated  (jn 
the  map  as  No.  ii6,  the  place  formerly  occupied  by  Lemuel 
Bangs.  It  was  the  toll  house  of  the  Easton  turnpike  for 
many  years  from  about  1S35. 

iVb.  116.  Capt.  John  Sherwood,  a  prominent  farmer 
in  the  Stratfield  Society,  became  a  Baptist  Elder,  and  pastor 
of  the  Stratfield  Baptist  Church  in  1757,  which  he  served 
faithfully  about  ten  years.  He  died  in  1779,  at  the  age  of  75 
years.    See  No.  102  and  117. 

No.  120.  Patrick  iLeeler,  from  the  north  of  Ireland, 
came  to  this  parish  during  the  period  of  the  Revolution.  He 
married  first,  Anne,  daughter  of  Onessimus  Hubbell,  and  2d, 
Sarah  Holburton.  His  daughter,  Pollv,  married  Nathan 
Seeley  Meeker,  son  of  David  Meeker,  who  lived  at  the  place 
designated  on  the  map  as  No.  105.  The  2d  daughter,  Anne, 
married  Joseph  Brothwell,  son  of  Benjamin,  and  after  the 
death  of  Patrick  Keeler  they  continued  to  reside  on  the  place. 
The  children  of  Joseph  and  Anne  (Keeler)  Brothwell  are 
Charles  H.  (of  Bridgeport)  and  John  (of  Greenfield,  Connec- 
ticut), and  Emily,  who  married  Charles  Plumb.  Charles  H. 
is  the  well  known  agent  of  Hon.  P.  T.  Barnum,  and  now  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  City 
of  Bridgeport.  Patrick  Keeler  was  strongly  attached  to  Par- 
son Shelton  and  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  He  was 
specially  helpful  to  Mr.  Shelton  in  many  ways,  but  particu- 
larly enjoyed  in  his  younger  years  the  Christmas  illumination 
of  the  old  church,  insisting  on  a  candle  at  every  pane  of  glass 
in  the  prominent  windows. 

120'^."  John  Ho2)]dns  came  to  Stratfield  from  the 
north  of  Ireland  in  company  with  Patrick  Keeler,  who  was 
about  three  years  his  senior. 


"  Not  located  on  the  map. 
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Hopkins  was  a  strong  Presbyterian,  and,  though  differ- 
ing in  religious  sentiment  from  his  neighbor  Keeler,  they  ever 
remained  fast  friends.  Hopkins  located  on  the  Valley  road, 
so  called,  a  few  rods  from  where  it  leaves  the  upper  cross- 
road leading  from  Truck  Street  to  Toilsome  Hill  school 
house.  He  married  Mehitabel  Smith.  Their  children  were 
James,  John,  Mary  Ann,  and  Catharine.  James  married,  first, 
Sarah  Wilson  ;  and  second,  Mary  Sherwood.  He  lived  on 
the  old  homestead,  and  alter  his  second  marriage  built  a  new 
house.    He  left  no  children. 

John  was  a  shoemaker  and  dealer  in  Bridgeport.  He 
married  Abigail  Booth,  dau.  of  James  Booth  of  Stratford. 
His  children  are  Lewis  Miles,  and  Alfred,  both  well  known 
merchants  and  manufacturers  of  stoves,  household  goods  and 
plumbing.  Mary  Ann  married  Nathaniel  Thorp  of  Fairfield. 
She  lived  many  years  a  widow  at  what  is  now  No.  276 
Lafavette  street.    A  son  Levi  survives  her. 

JVo.  121.  Onesslmns  Iluhhell,  son  of  Daniel,  was  bap- 
tized November  16,  1755,  was  a  farmer,  and  died  September 
14,  1824. 

No.  122.  TJiaddeiis  UuhheU,  a  brother  of  Onessimus, 
was  a  farmer.  They  descended  from  the  first  Richard, 
through  Samuel;  born  1657;  Daniel  born  169 1  ;  Daniel  born 
1724.  Thaddeus  had  children  ]Mary,  who  married  Eli  B. 
Nichols,  Esther,  who  married  John  Parrott,  Joseph  and 
Rebecca. 

No.  122^^.'"  Jedediah  JVeUs.  His  house  was  on  the 
south  side  of  the  highway  at  Fresh  Pond  near  the  district 
school  house — No.  68.  He  was  son  of  Capt.  Jedediah  Wells, 
who  was  lost  at  sea  about  1758,  and  grandson  of  Samuel 
Wells,  located  at  No.  2  on  the  map — a  large  land  owner  in 
the  south  part  of  the  settlement.  This  family  are  in  direct 
line  from  Governor  Thomas  Wells.  See  genealogy.  The 
only  descendants  of  Jedediah  are  from  his  daughter  Lucv, 
who  married  Abraham  Parrott.  Frederick  Wells  Parrott 
and  Henry  R.  Parrott  are  (in  1885)  owners  of  the  ancestral 
property  on  North  avenue  and  North  Washington  avenue. 


Not  located  on  ihe  map. 
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iV'o.  123.  Golden  Hill  Indians.  The  spot  of  ground 
containing  eighty  acres  where  the  Golden  Hill  tribe  of  Indians 
lived  at  the  time  the  parish  began  to  be  settled,  contained  at 
least  one  hundred  wigwams,  and  was  their  cornfield.  It  was 
situated  in  the  city  of  Bridgeport  on  the  old  Golden  Hill 
road,  now  called  Washington  avenue.  Golden  Hill  was  so 
called  b}'  the  English  from  the  rocks  that  contained  a  yellow 
isinglass  resembling  gold.    But  it  is  not  all  gold  that  shines. 

JS^o.  123".  An  Indian  TF/£/#f'«>/J,  occupied  about  1798 
by  an  Indian  called  Tom  Sherman.  This  Indian  house  stood 
on,  or  near,  the  site  of  the  dwelling  house  of  the  late  Capt. 
Daniel  Sterling,  near  a  living  spring  called  the  Indian  spring. 
It  appears  that  there  were  about  eight  acres  of  land  around 
it,  which  was  the  last  of  the  old  Indian  field,  on  which  the 
Golden  Hill  Indians  inhabited. 

H^o.  121.  Capt.  Daniel  Sterling,  a  native  of  Strat- 
field,  built  his  house  on  the  east  side  of  ^Main  street,  on  the 
Indian  lot,  so  called,  in  the  year  1804,  where  he  resided  for 
many  years  until  his  death.  He  was  for  a  long  time  a  suc- 
cessful ship-master,  from  New  York  in  the  Liverpool  trade. 

^o.  125.  Ehenezer  Allen,  son  of  Nehemiah,  was  a 
shoemaker.  His  children  were  Samuel,  James,  Justus  and 
Ruth,  who  married  William  Parrott,  and  Edri,  who  married 
Nicholas  Burr. 

i\ro.  12G.  Dea.  Elijah  Hairlcy  was  a  house  carpen- 
ter. He  was  a  deacon  of  the  First  Congregational  Church 
until  1790,  and  died  in  the  State  of  Ohio  in  1825,  aged  84 
years.  He  had  one  son,  named  Jesse,  who  was  born  in  the 
old  red  house,  standing  on  Main  street  nearly  opposite  Gold 
street.  Jesse  Hawley  removed  to  the  State  of  New  York  in 
early  life,  where  he  died  aged  about  70  years.  It  is  said  that 
he  was  the  projector  of  the  Erie  Canal,  which  project  he  com- 
municated to  Governor  Clinton,  which  resulted  in  the  build- 
ing of  that  great  work.  Major  Aaron  Hawley,  a  brother  of 
Dea.  Elijah,  became  the  owner  of  the  place  before  17S7,  and 
occupied  it  until  his  death  in  1803.  His  son,  Capt.  Samuel, 
succeeded  him.  He  and  his  descendants  held  and  occupied  it 
until  about  1840. 
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No.  127.  Samuel  Forter  was  a  farmer  and  weaver. 
He  owned  the  farm  called  Porter's  Point  in  the  City  of 
Bridgeport,  Gold  street  crossing-  the  same.  He  married 
Abiah  Hubbell,  who  Jiad  a  brother  named  Abel  Hubbell,  who 
lived  to  the  extreme  old  age  of  over  103  3"ears.  I  saw  the  old 
man  a  short  time  before  he  died.  He  was  then  in  good 
health,  but  deaf  and  blind.  He  could  recite  hymns  and  por- 
tions of  the  Bible  which  he  had  learned  in  his  youth.  No 
other  man  in  this  parish  has  ever  attained  the  age  of  100 
years.  Mr.  Elijah  Burritt  and  Ozias  Burr  both  reached  98 
years;  and  there  was  a  woman  buried  in  the  old  parish  ground 
by  the  name  of  Molly  Jackson,  who  died  at  the  age  of  loi 
years. 

Samuel  Porter  had  a  son,  Samuel,  Jr.,  who  married  my 
sister  Ellen  Sherman.  He  was  a  farmer  and  weaver;  had  no 
children.  Samuel,  Sen.,  had  a  daughter,  named  Mary,  who 
married  Lewis  Sturges.  They  had  two  sons,  Isaac  and 
Joseph  P.  Sturges.  The  Rev.  Thomas  B.  Sturges  of  Green- 
field is  an  only  child  of  Joseph  P.  Sturges. 

This  Porter  property  is  treated  at  considerable  length  on 
page  489  and  following,  the  reason  being  that  quite  a  number 
of  historical  events  cluster  around  and  upon  it. 

J\o.  128.  C(H)t.  .James  Hatjt  owned  this  property. 
He  came  here  from  Norwalk.  Samuel  Peet  purchased  the 
property  of  him  and  erected  on  it  a  frame  dwelling,  which 
has  given  place  to  the  present  brick  block  of  Mr.  L.  F. 
Curtis. 

No.  120.  Doct.  Daniel  Clifford  was  the  first  resi- 
dent physician  in  this  parish. 

No.  130.  Dea.  Eljiah  Haivlefj  erected  a  dwelling  at 
this  place  and  sold  it  about  1796  to  Silas  Sherman,  who  was  a 
merchant,  and  married  Abigail,  daughter  of  Thomas  Haw- 
ley.  The  late  Ira  Sherman  was  their  son.  His  daughter, 
Caroline,  married  Nicholas  Northrop. 

'No.  ISO'^.'"  Caxjt.  David  Ilawleu,  son  of  James, 
owned  this,  the  first  brick  house  built  within  the  present  city 
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limits.  It  was  located  on  the  corner  of  Water  and  Gilbert 
streets. 

Capt.  Hawley  was  with  Arnold  in  the  battle  of  the  flotillas 
on  Lake  Champlain,  in  the  Revolution,  and  he  also  led  the 
expedition  that  captured  Judge  Thomas  Jones,  of  Hempstead, 
L.  I.,  who  was  afterwards  exchanged  for  Gen.  G.  S.  Silli- 
man,  an  American  officer.  Capt.  Hawley  died  in  1807,  and 
his  brick  house  was  afterwards  occupied  as  a  saddle  factory 
by  Seth  B.  Jones,  and  was  tlie  arena  of  great  theological  dis- 
cussions among  the  workmen,  specially  Joshua  L(.)rd,  William 
Wright,  Edwin  B.  Gregory  and  Alexander  S.  Gordon. 

Iso.  131.  Timothy  S/taf/Ioi'  resided  at  this  place  with 
his  brother.  Isaac  Sherman  wrote  of  them,  "  I  believe  they 
were  seafaring  men." 

No.  131".    Cfn^f.  AhiJdJi  Ilau'Jeij,   was  the  son  of 

Thomas,  No.  133.  He  was  a  prominent  merchant,  and  in 
early  life  sailed  in  different  vessels  in  the  Boston  coasting 
trade.  Among  his  descendants  in  18S5  are  Munson  Hawley, 
President  of  the  Bridgeport  National  Bank;  Marcus  C.  Haw- 
ley, formerly  of  the  hardware  firm  of  Thomas  Hawle^'  and 
Company,  now  engaged  extensively  in  the  same  business  in 
California  ;  Dca.  Edward  Sterling,  and  others. 

iVo.  132,  Xehemiah  Alien  was  a  shoemaker  and 
farmer.  He  came  from  Stratford  before  the  Revolution  and 
settled  near  Baker's  Pond.  His  sons  were  :  Nehemiah,  Capt. 
James,  who  built  the  Stanley  House,  and  Ebenezer.  He  had 
one  daughter,  Hannah,  who  married  Capt.  Charles  Wing. 

No.  133.  Thomas  Mawletj,  son  of  Capt.  Ezra,  No. 
90,  was  a  farmer.  His  son  Zalmon  is  said  to  have  trans- 
planted the  large  elm  tree  on  the  premises  of  J.  De  V'er  War- 
ner, carrying  it  on  his  shoulder  from  the  adjacent  forest. 

jVo.  134.  JSIather^s  Point,  purchased  from  Mrs.  Lucy 
Barlow,  daughter  of  Capt.  Samuel  Sherwood  by  Capt.  Titus 
C.  Mather  from  Long  Island,  about  1829,  for  a  shipyard.  It 
was  previously  known  as  Sherwood's  Point  and  earlier  as 
New  Pasture  Point. 
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i\ro.  135.  Hon.  Pici'i-epont  Edirards,  who  died  in 
Bridgeport,  April  14,  1826,  aged  76  years.  See  list  of  Bridge- 
port lawyers. 

Ko.  136.  EjiJiraitn  Wilcox  was  a  boat  builder  and 
came  from  Stratford.  It  is  said  he  possessed,  for  his  day,  an 
unsually  extensive  library,  of  which  he  made  good  use.  He, 
Elijah  Burritt,  and  Philip  Nichols,  were  the  literary  trio  of 
their  period,  or  what  would  have  been  called  then,  "  well 
read  men."  Mr.  Wilcox  had  no  children.  Ira  Curtis,  from 
Stratford,  was  his  apprentice  and  successor,  and  inherited 
his  property  and  library,  most  of  it  being  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  his  son  Lewis  Curtis. 

No.  137.  The  Old  Yellow  Mill,  which  was  destroyed 
by  fire  in  1884.    See  page  407. 

JVo.  138.  An  old  divellimj,  removed  on  the  opening 
or  extension  of  East  Main  street  in  1800. 

jVo.  130,  Hollins;  occupation  unknown. 

No.  140.  Capt.  XatJiaii  Shevmatif  a  farmer,  resided 
at  this  place,  and  died  September  10,  1827.  He  was  the  an- 
cestor of  Messrs.  O.  W.  and  William  Sherman,  and  of  the 
Rev.  H.  B.  Sherman  of  Torrington,  Conn. 

JVo.  141.  James  WalJief  was  the  owner  of  this  home- 
stead many  vears,  from  about  1739,  but  it  is  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  Mr.  James  W.  Beardsley  bv  inheritance  through 
his  mother,  the  daughter  of  James  Walker. 

The  land  of  this  homestead,  most  of  it,  was  first  laid  out 
to  Robert  Walker,  the  father  of  James,  described  in  part 
thus:  "February  25,  1714-15.  Then  laid  out  one  tract  of 
land  to  Robert  Walker  on  the  east  side  of  Pequonnock  River, 
below  the  falls,  230  rods  from  north  to  south,  36  rods  wide  at 
the  north  end  and  16  rods  at  the  south  end,  and  66  wide  in 
the  middle,  bounded  west  with  the  Pequonnock  ri  ver,  east  with 
the  highway,  it  being  61  acres,  and  15  acres  on  the  east  side 
of  the  highway." 

This  is  the  territory  now  denominated  the  Beardsley 
Park,  it  having  been  given  to  the  city  of  Bridgeport  for  a 
park  by  Mr.  James  W.  Beardsley. 
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James  Walker  built  the  house,  now  standing,  in  1739,  and 
resided  in  it  thereafter  until  his  decease.  The  house  is  well 
preserved  after  the  service  of  one  hundred  and  forty-six 
years. 

James  Walker  was  the  brother  of  the  Hon.  Robert 
Walker  of  Stratford,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  men  that 
Stratford  ever  raised.  James  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
Stratford  many  years,  and  a  prominent  man  in  the  society  of 
North  Stratford.  Many  quaint,  curious  and  interesting 
papers  and  documents  are  still  preserved  which  were  col- 
lected by  him  in  his  long  services  as  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

'No.  142.  Ebe}i  JBoofJi  was  a  farmer  at  this  place  quite 
a  number  of  years  since  1800.  His  family  consisted  of  a  wife 
and  eight  daughters.  His  daughter  Eliza  married  Eli  Bald- 
win and  removed  to  Auburn,  N.  Y.;  his  daughter  Nancy  mar- 
ried Col.  Lyman  Baldwin,  removed  to  Auburn  and  thence  to 
Detroit,  Michigan,  where  he  was  high  sheriff,  and  afterwards 
mayor  of  the  city  ;  and  his  daughter  xAlice  married  Peter 
Hayden,  a  very  wealthy  hardware  merchant  of  Cincinnati, 
O.,  and  more  recently  a  resident  of  New  York  city.  The 
Other  daughters  went  west  with  their  sisters. 
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In  memory  of 
Ehenezef  Alien,  who  died  May  6, 

1S30,  in  liis  77  year. 
Hdiintth  Alhii,  wife  of  Ebenezer 
Allen,  died  Jan.   i3,  1S2S.  aged  68 
years,  4  monihs. 

In  memory  of 
Ebenezer  Alien,  who  died  July  6, 
1797,  aged  1 1  years. 

Also 

Joseph,  Edri,  Joseph  B.,  Justus,  Joseph 
&  Mary;  C'hiidren  of  Ebenezer  & 
Hannah  Allen. 

Justus  Allen,  Died  Aug.  2,  iS63,^E. 
63. 

Adaline,  Died  July  12.  1857,  i£.  18. 
3Iftrij  C,  Died  Aug.  4,  1S63,  yE.  iS. 

Daughters  of  Justus  &  Julia  Allen. 
In  memory  of 
3Ir,  Nehemidh  Allen,  who  died 

March  7"",  1810,  in  the  81^'  year  of 

his  age. 

In  memory  of 
JlTi'S.  Edra  Allen,  wife  of  Mr.  Ne- 
hemiah  Allen,  who  died  Feb>'.  20''', 
1809,  in  the  74  year  of  her  age. 
In  Memory  of 
Neheniiah  Allen,  who  died  Sept. 
25,  1S20,  in  his  40  year. 

Here  another  Guest  we  bring. 
Seraphs  of  celestial  wing. 
To  our  fun'ral  altar  come 
Waft  a  Friend  &  Brother  home. 

In  memory  of 
Samuel  J>.  ^/Ze/<.  who  died  July  18, 

1818,  in  the  36  year  of  his  age. 
In  memory  of 
Tlieodoi'e  Allen,  who  died  April  5"", 

t8io,  aged  2  months  &  15  days. 
W(tldO)n  i r  i:ar7ci(S,  son  of  Joseph 

Backus.  Esqr.  and  Mrs.  Huldah,  his 

wife,  born  Jan.  7,  1803,  died  Dec.  14, 

1S09. 

In  memory  of  an 
Infant  daughter  of  Joseph  >S:  Huldah 

Backus,  who  died  Feb.  17,  1799. 
Laura,   wife  of  Joseph    Banks,  & 

daughter    of    Philemon  Sherwood, 

died  Nov.  17,  1S26,  aged  28  years 

&  7  months. 


In  memory  of 
Mary  Ann,  daughter  of  Elbert  & 
Poliy  Banks,  who  died  Aug.  S,  1833, 
jE.  16  yrs.  &  3  mo. 

In  memory  of 
Jane,  who  died  Jan.  26,  1816,  lE.  10 
mo.  &  10  d. 

Also  of 

Stephen  Henry,  who  died  June  30, 

1828,       7  mo. 
Son  and  daughter  of  John  &  Sarah 

Barilet. 

Here  lies  the  body  of  an 
Infant  son  of  James  OC  Huldah  Beach, 

who   died    Dec''   19"',  1806,  twelve 

hours  old. 

In  memory  of 
Ens"  AbiJ((h  Ecu rdslee,  who  de- 
parted this  Life  Nov'  2"',  17S9,  in  the 
40''''  Year  of  his  Age. 

In  memory  of 
Drnsilla,  widow  of  .\bijah  Beardsley, 
who  died  A  pril  i,  1S39,  in  her  87  year. 
In  memory  of 
Sarah  Eeardsley,  who  died  Aug. 
I,  1850,  in  her  64  year. 

Blessed  are  the  dead 
who  die  in  the  Lord. 

Our  Parents 
Anson  Eeardsleij,  Died  Mav  19, 
1866,  /E.  83. 

Nancy  Treadwell,  his  wife,  died 
June  12,  1866,  yE.  77. 

Only  resting  till  the  morning. 

Thxiddeus  Benedict,  Esqr.,  de- 
parted this  life  Ocf  t^^,  1799,  in  the 
51*'  year  of  his  age. 

Tliaddeus  Jicnedict,  youngest  son 
of  That-deus  &  Deborah  Benedict, 
who  died  27"'  March,  iSoo,  /Et.  8 
years,  4  montiis  &  4  days. 

Gentle  Reader  what  is  this  life 
Tis  nothing.  Tis  everything. 

Here  lies  the  Bodv  of 
Mrs,  Ilfi  ntiali,  the  wife  lA  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Bennitt,  who  died  Nov'  y"  28, 
1743,  in  y*  31"  year  of  her  age. 
In  memory  of 
ILuldah  liennett,  who  died  Oct.  2, 
1839.  aged  56  yrs. 


See  page  77  of  this  book. 
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Here  lyes      Body  of 
Sarah  Hetinlt,  Wife  to  Mr.  James 

Bennit,  Dec-'  Nov  y«  2S"',  1726,  in  y'' 

73'^  year  of  her  age. 
Edwards  lilacJanan,  died  Oct.  15, 

1S45,  aged  5S. 
Julia f  wife  of  Edw.Trtis  Blackman, 

Died  Aug.  5,  1S39,  45. 
Israel  Blalceiua n,  died  June  5, 

1^53,  jE.  72. 

In  memory  of 
Pollij,  Wife  of  Israel  Blakeman,  who 
died  Apr.  2S,  1S48,  In  her  6S"^  year. 

Calm  on  the  bosom  of  thy  God, 

Sweet  spirit  rest  thee  now  ! 
E'en  while  with  us  thy  foot  steps  trod 

His  seal  was  on  thy  brow. 

Here  Iveth  the  Body  of 
tJames  l}laLe))ia>i,  who  departed 
this  life  in  the  23  year  of  His  Age, 
October  2g,  1709. 

In  memory  of 
Sifsail,  Daughter  of  Israel  &  Polly 
Blakeman,  who  died  July  27,  1805, 
2  yrs.  &  9  mos. 

In  Memory  of 
Ebenezcr  lloofh,  who  died  Dec.  29, 
1820,  aged  47. 

In  memory  of 
Cotnjihi/,  widow  of  iibenezer  Booth, 
who  died  March  11,  1S43,  aged  66  yrs. 

In  memory  of 
Elizahetii  liootli,  who  died  Dec.  29, 
1S20,  aged  47. 

Here  lyes  Buried  the  Body  of 
Deacon  Joseph  Itootli,  Whti  de- 
parted this  Lile  May  the  2'"',  1763,  in 
the  75'"^  year  of  his  age. 

Here  lyes  the  Body  of 
Mrs.  Sarah  BootJi,  who  died  April 
— ,  AD.  17S4,  in  the  76  Year  of  her 
age. 

Anna,  Daughter  of  Mr.  Joseph  & 
Betsey  Booth,  died  March  26,  1793 
or  5,  Aged  7  days. 

In  memory  of 
Richard  If'alLer  Jiooth,  son  of 

Mr.  Samuel  &Mrs.  Jerusha  Booth, 

who  died  Dec''  lo"",  1789,  Aged  3 

years,  9  months  &  14  Days. 
3Iarij  Anil,  Daughter  of  Francis  & 

Ruth  Botsford,  died  Apl.  20''',  1800, 

aged  9  weeks. 

Atltl)  wife  of  Hezekiah  Bradley,  died 
Dec.  26,  1822. 


I  Erected  to  the  memory  of 

I  Mr.  Sanuiel  l>rii>suiade,  who 

I      was  born  March  19"',  1750,  and  died 
j      March  20"",  iSoS,  aged  58  years  and 
1  day. 

But  now  is  Christ  risen  from  the  dead  and  be- 
come the  first  fruits  of  them  that  slept. 

In  memory  of 
Sarah  31.,  Daughter  of  Henry  and 
Sarah  Bristol,  who   died   June  16, 
1832,  ^E.  I  year  &  4  mo. 
Sleep,  sweet  babe,  and  take  thy  rest ; 
God  called  thee  home,  he  thought  it  best. 

Evierij  JirofJiirell,  Died  Sept.  4 
1859,  aged  56  years. 

Unfit  Polina,  wife  of  Emery  Broth- 
well,  Died  March  14,  1S48,  in  the  49"> 
year  of  her  age. 

Sarah  Ann,  Daughter  of  Emery 
Brothweil,  Died  Mar.  22,  1867,  lE.  36 
yrs. 

Lucy  M.,  Daughter  of  Emery  &  Po- 
lina  Brothweil,  died  J uly  30,  1S32,  ^E. 
4  yrs.  &  4  mo. 

This  stone  is  erected  in  memory  of 
Detseij   Broth  H  i  ll,    Daughter  of 
Thomas        Hannah  Brothweil,  who 
died  Sept.  13,  1810,  in  the  16'*'  year  of 
her  age. 

In  memory  of 
Hannah  BrofJiU'c/f,  who  died  Nov. 

I,  1829,  aged  63  years  &  5  months. 
Joseph  Brot/t  u  eU  died  Jan.  27, 181 1, 

in  the  84  year  of  his  age. 
Hannah,  his  Relict,  died  June  4, 
1815,  in  the  85  year  of  her  .Tge. 
Why  do  we  mourn  departing;  friends 

Or  shake  at  death's  alarms! 
'Tis  but  the  voice  that  Jesus  sends 
To  call  them  to  his  arms. 

In  memory  of 
Mari/  Brofhtre/l,   wife   of  Alden 
Brothweil,  who  died  May  28,  1834, 
aged  27  years  &  3  mo. 

In  Memory  of 
3Iarif  Josephi  ne,  daughter  of  Alden 

&  ^Iar\■  Brothweil,  who  died  Oct.  30, 

1835,  ^E.  I  yr.  >^  6  mo. 
Harriet  S.,  Daughter  of  Alden  & 

Mary  Brothweil,  Died  Dec.  7,  1853, 

Aged  21. 

In  memorv  of 
Thotnas  Brot/i  n-e// .  who  died  April 
14,  1842,  in  the  76'''  year  of  his  age. 

In  memorv  of 
William  Broth  u  ell,  who  died  A  pril 
13.  1828,  aged  72  years. 
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3Ir.  William  lirotltiicU,  son  of 

Thomas  &  Hannah  Brothwell,  Died 
March  7,  iSiS,  in  the  26  year  of  his 
a«e. 

Praise  on  tombs  are  titles  vainly  spent, 
A  man's  good  name  is  his  best  monument. 

In  memor}-  of 
Ebenezer  Jiroirn,  who  died  June 
14,  1S63,  jE.  82  yrs. 

In  memory  of 
Suvoh,  wife  of  Ebenezer  Brown,  who 
died  Sept.  2S,  1S53,  75. 

In  memofy  of 
Jilr.  AaroH  Hurr,  who  died  Aug" 
23'',  1814,  in  the  57">  year  of  his  age. 
Here  lyes  y  Body  of 
A.mos  Hiiri',  son  of  Mr.  John  &  Mrs. 
Katharine  Burr,  Died  September  27'^, 
1743,  in  y'^  3'^  year  of  his  age. 
Here  lyes  the  Body  of 
3Irs.  Chiiritu  Utrrr,  Wife  to  Wil- 
liam Burr,  Esqr.,  Who  Departed  this 
life,  October  y«  2'^  1769,  in  y"  4S''' 
year  of  Her  Age. 

In  memory  of 
3Irs.  JJepzihali  liiirr.  Relict  of 
Mr.  Justus  Burr,  who  died  Oct"  24"', 
18 10,  aged  78  years. 

Here  lyes  Buried  the  Body  of 
Colo.  John  lUivv,  Who  Departed 
this    Life    June   is'*",  Anno  Doinni, 
1750,  in  y=  79'''  Year  of  His  Age. 
Here  lyes  Burled  y"  Body  of 
3Irs.  Deborah    Hair,    Wife  of 
Major  John  Burr,  Who  dec^  Decemb'' 
4"',  1726,  in  y'^  52''  year  of  Her  Age. 
Here  lyes  Buried  y"  Body  of 
Deborah  Jlarr,  Dau.^jhter  of  Major 
John  &  Mrs.  Deborah  Burr,  Who 
Dec'^  November       28"',  1726,  in  y" 
22'*  Year  of  Her  Age. 

Here  lyes  Bui  led  the  Body  of 
Capf.  John  Burr,  Who  Departed 
this  Life  Sep'^  13,  O.  S.     A.  D. 
1752,  in  y"  55"^  Year  of  His  Age. 
Here  lyes  Buried  the  Body  of 
3Irs.  Catharine  liurr,  Widow  of 
Capt.  John  Burr,  Who  Departed  this 
Life  Sept.  y«  25"",  A.  D.  1753,  in  y" 
53'*  year  of  Her  Age. 

Here  lyes  Buried  the  Body  of 
John  Durr,  Usq.,  Who  departed 
this  Life  July  2S''',  1771,  in  y'  44''' 
year  of  his  Age.* 

*  He  was  killed  by  lightning,  while  attending 
worship  ic  the  nieetmg-house. 


Here  lyes  Buried  the  Body  of 
3Ir.  Justus  linrr.  Who  died  sud- 
denly July  the  13''',  1766,  'in  ye  32'' 
Year  of  His  Age. 

In  memory  of 
Ozias  liiij'r,  who  died  Sept.  5,  1S36, 
in  the  98  year  of  his  age. 

In  memory  of 
Sarah,  Wife  of  Oi\3.s  Burr,  who  died 
Sept.  2,  1820,  in  her  82  year. 

In  memory  of 
Charitfi,  dau"'  of  Ozins  &  Sarah  Burr 
who  died  Aug.  ig,  1794,  in  her  27 
year. 

In  memory  of 
Heheeca ,  dau"'  of  Ozias     Sarah  Burr 
who  died  Aug.  23,  1794,  in  her  29 
year. 

In  memory  of 
PllilOf  Son  of   Ozias  &  Sarah  £:iurr, 
who  died  Sept.   12,  1794,  in  his  13 
year. 

To  the  Memory  of 
3Irs.  Sirsainia  Jliirr,  Wife  of  Capt. 
Gershom  Burr,  and  daughter  of  Mr. 
Daniel  and  Mrs.  Margaret  Young, 
who  departed  this  life  Feb.  12"',  1797, 
in  the  24'"  year  of  her  age. 

Also  of 

Susanna  Hurr,  Jaw,  on\\  Daugh- 
ter of  Capt.  Gershom  and  Mrs.  bu- 
sanna  Burr,  who  died  Feb''  4'",  1797, 
aged  4  }-ears. 
They  are  not  dead  but  gone  before, 
Whv  do  we  mourn  departed  friends? 
Or  shake  at  death's  alarms, 
'Tis  but  the  voice  that  Jesus  sends 
To  call  them  to  his  arms. 

William  Jturi',  Son  of  Mr.  William 
&  Mrs.  Mary  Burr,  Died  June  2o">, 
A.  D.  1739,  in  his  13"^  month. 
Here  lyes  Burled  y'*  Body  of 

Mrs.  Jlari/  Hurr,  Wife  of  William 
Burr,  M.A.,  Who  died  March  ig"-. 
Anno  Domni,  17.^3-,  in  y'^  33''  year  of 
Her  Age. 

Here  lyes  Buried  the  Body  of 

William  liurr.  Esq.,  Who  depart- 
ed ihls  Life  May  the  5"",  1769,  in  y° 
58  year  of  H is  Age. 

In  memoiy  of 

Mr.  Charles  llurritt.  Who  died 
Nov'  12"',  1801,  in  the  80"'  year  of  his 
age. 

In  memory  of 
3Irs,  Lucij  JJurritt,  Wife  of  Mr. 
Charles  Burritt,  who  departed  this 
life,  June  26,  1789,  In  the  61"  year  of 
his  age. 
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This  monument  is  erected  to  per- 
petuate the  memory  of 
Mvs.  Sarah  Buri  itt,  Wife  of  Mr. 
Elijah  Burritt,  who  died  Jan.  12"', 
1S05,  in  the  63'^  year  of  her  age. 

In  memor}'  of 
Isaac  liin  riff.  son  of  Mr.  Elihu  & 
Mrs.  Eunice  Burritt,  who  died  March 
16,  1766,  in     4"^  year  of  his  age. 

Contefia,  Daughter  of  Mr.  Isaac  and 
Mrs.  Rebecca  Burroughs,  died  Oct. 
8"»,  1S05,  aged  5  years  &  2S  days. 

In  memory  of 
iW/'.  Edward  J!arroi(f/Iis,  who  de- 
parted this  Life  Sept.  the  14''",  1776, 
in  the  42''  year  of  his  age. 
Glory  with  all  her  lamps  shall  burn, 
And  watch  the  Warrior's  sleeping  Clay 
Rest  his  dear  sword  beneath  his  head. 
Round  him  bis  faithful  Arms  shall  stand 
The  Guards  and  Honors  of  our  Land. 

Mrs.  Grizxel  Burroiif/Jis,  Widow 
of  the  late  Mr.  Edward  Burroughs, 
died  Nov''  ig"'',  i3i2,  ;iged  75  }-ears. 
Rejoicing  in  hope,  patient  in  ti-ibulation,  con- 
tinuing instant  in  Prayer. 

Stephen  liarronf/Jis,  Esq.  A  man 

distinguished  by  his  industry  &  his 
talents  &  acquirements,  self-taught, 
and  original,  he  e.xplored  the  vast 
field  of  Mathematical  &  Astronomical 
Science  beyond  all  the  elforts  of  a 
Cassini  or  a  Newton,  &  made  discov- 
eries of  the  most  useful  &  astonishing 
nature.  But  in  consequence  of  blind- 
ness his  discoveries  are  lost  to  the 
world.  He  died  A  ug.  2,  1S17.  aged  83. 
This  monument  is  erected  by  Pix- 
leyjudson. 

In  memory  of 
3rrs.  HiddaJi  Barroiif/Iis,  Wile 
of  Stephen  Burroughs,  Esqr.,  and 
Daughter  of  Mr.  Peter  and  Mrs  Mary 
Pixlee,  who  departed  this  lile  July  9"', 
1803,  in  the  66'''  year  of  her  age. 

Here  lies  Interred  the  Body  of 
3Irs.  Itidh  ISiirfoii.  y  wife  of  Mr. 
Solomon  Bunon,  who  Dec'  Nov.  y'^ 
9,  1748,  in  y"  30'''  3  ear  of  her  age. 

A-hhy  Jane,  Daughter  of  George  & 
Sarah  Butler,  Died  Nov.  v\  1873,  JE. 
21. 

Sarah,  Daughter  of  George  &  Sarah 
Butler,  Died  May  V\  18S2, -E.  21. 

Wm.  II.  Butler,  Died  Dec.  29, 1879, 
aged  36  years. 

Dear  father  we  miss  you. 
Gone  but  not  forgotten. 


In  Memory  of 
Daniel  Porter  Cable,  Son  of  Mr. 
Samuel  &  Mrs.  Mary  Cable,  Who 
died  April  20,  1765,  in  y"  4"'  year  of 
his  Age. 

In  memory  of 
Mrs.  Blanj,  Wife  of  Mr.  Samuel 
Cable,  who  departed  this  life  Dec''  7"', 
1793,  Aged  54  years. 

In  Memory  of 
3Irs.  Beheh-ah  Cable.  Relict  of  Mr. 
Andrew  Cable,  who  died  Feb>',  23'', 
1799,  aged  80  years  &  9  days. 
In  Memory  of 
Mr.  Wheeler  Cable,  who  departed 
this  life  June  3'',  17S2,  in  the  24"^  year 
of  his  age. 

I  pass  the  gloomy  vale  of  death, 
From  all  danger'free, 
And  trust  to  live  with  Christ 
To  all  eternity. 

Ye  Ileverend  Mr.  Charles 
Chaancei/,  Minister  of  y^'  Gospel 
at  Stratfield,  aged  48  years.  Died 
December  —  1714. 

Here  lies  the  Body  of 

Ablah  Cha mieeif.  Daught'  to  Mr. 
Robert  &  Mrs.  Hannah  Chauncey, 
who  dec''  Nov  y  10,  174S,  in  y  19"' 
year  of  her  age. 

To  the  Memory  of 

Frances  Maria  Clarke,  daughter 
of  Mr.  Ransom  Clark  and  Mrs.  Mary 
Anna  Clark,  his  wife,  deceased  Aug- 
ust 2',  1792,  aged  2  years  &  67  days. 
In  Memory  of  an 

Infant  son  of  Mr.' Ransom  Clark  & 
Mrs.  Mary  Anna,  his  Wife,  departed 
this  life,  16"'  Feb''  1792,  aged  3  days. 

Eusehia  Claris,  Daughter  of  Mr. 
Daniel  &  Mrs.  Caty  Clark,  died  Sept. 
14"^,  1812,  aged  I  year  &  9  months. 

Patience  Ma ria.  Daughter  of  Ele- 
azer  &  Patience  Edgerton,  Feb>'  15''', 
i3ii.  Aged  13  da3-s. 

Mar >j  Elizabeth ,  Daughter  of  Ele- 
azer  &  Patience  Edgerton,  died  Dec' 
30"".  iS2r,  Aged  7  months  &  6  days. 
Sleep  on  sweet  babe  and  take  thy  rest, 
God  called  thee  home,  he  see  'twas  best. 

Here  lyes  Interr'd  ye  Body  of  y* 
Bev'i.  Mr.  Samuel  Cook'',  Lne 
Faiihfull  minister  of  Stratfield,  Who 
died  Dec  2',  1747,  Aged  63  Years. 
Here  lyes  Buried  y'^  Body  of 
Mrs.  Anne  Cooke,  Wife  to  y"  Rev' 
Mr.  Samuel  Cooke,  Who  Died  .Aug- 
ust        1721,  in  y  34"^'  Year  of  Her 
Age. 
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Jjyes  In^erp'd 
^  Body  ofte Rev? 

Saviuel  Cooke 
Late  Taiftfall 
Miniftev  oiJ'mtfield 

vvlio  died  Dec'::  2 


In  memory  of 
Jilarij  Dewhirsf,  who  died  June.  5, 
1843,  aged  47  Years. 

John  Edwards — See  next  page. 

Here  lyes  Buried  the  Body  of 
3Irs.  Mary  J-Jflnards.  Relict  of 
Mr.  John  Edwards,  who  Died  March 
6.  I74q,  in  82°'^  ycir  of  her  age. 
Eunice,  Daughter  of  Joseph  and  Pru- 
dence (Wakelee)  Edwards,  died  1731, 
aged  I  month. 

Within  the  Compass  of  this  narrow 

grave  lies  the  remiins  of 
Mercif,    Daughter   of    Nathaniel  & 
U.mnali  Llls,  who  died  N'ov.  6'*'.  1 795. 
Aged  4  iiionths. 

Peace  to  thy  ashes  thou  lovely  babe. 


In  memory  of 
Lt.  Iieuj(uinn   Fa  i/erweaflier, 

who  dep.Trted  this  Life,  June  20"", 
1791,  In  the  74"'  year  of  his  age. 

tTo!iej)h,  Son  of  Mr.  James  &  Mrs. 
Marcy  Fa\  erweather,  was  born  Jan'y 
13""  and  died  Aug''  13"',  1798. 

Maiia,  Daughter  of  Mr.  James  & 
Mrs.  Marcy  Fa\erweather,  died  Sepf 
7">,  1805,  Aged  16  months. 

a.  F.    [In  line  with  the  Burrs.] 

Hero  lyt  s  the  Body  of 
3Ir.  Jietijamhi  Fa i/reweather, 
Dec'   6"',  1725,  Year  of  Age. 
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M/hozB  €  p  a  tt  €  ctzt  \\\szz 
kifezm:Au3^^77li7o;r;: 


Here  lyes  Buried  the  Bodv  of 
Mrs.  Sarah  Xoquicr,  Widow  of 
Mr.  Benjamin  F.nreweatlier  &  Mr. 
Antony  Noquier,  who  departed  this 
life  May  the  25"',  A.  D.  1743,  in  y"  67 
year  of  Her  Age. 

In  Memor\-  of 
j4.nn,  Wife  of  John  Fayerweather,  who 
was  Born  April  27,  1712,  at  5  in  the 
morning  &  Died  Sept.  24,  1773. 
Walter  Fatjreivcdther,  Aged  6 

Years,  Died  Dec.  26,  1717. 
S,    IV,,    Decemb"   iS,  1707.    [In  the 

Fayerweather  line.] 
X>.X).^i638.  [In  the  Fayerweather  line.] 

In  memorv  of 
G^ilbeii:  Fotrler,  who  died  Mar.  5, 
1848,  aged  52  years,  6  ms.  &  10  ds. 
In  Memory  of 
^nna,  wife  of  Gilbert   Fowler,  who 
died  April  12.  1844,  aged  44  years,  2 
ms.  &  10  ds. 

In  memory  of 
Senoni  French,  who  died  Dec.  20, 
1823,  aged  85  years. 

In  memory  of 
JUihitable,  wife  of   Benoni  French, 
who  died  August  12,  1814,  ^-E.  71. 


In  memory  of 
DriiciUa,  wife  of  Capt.  Joseph  B. 
French,  who  died  June  ?5,  1830  in 
her  42  year. 
Driisilla  Wlieeler  French,  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  Joseph  B.  &  Mrs.  Drusilla 


French,  died  Auc 
months. 


29''',  1810,  aged  10 


In  Memory  of 
Ganialiel  French.  ,Tiin..  who  died 
June  2S,  1828,  aged  72  Years. 

In  Memory  of 
Susannah,  w-ife  of  Gamaliel  French, 
who  died  March  18,   1835,  aged  74 
years. 

Here  lyes  Buried  y"  Body  of 
3Irs.  IIan)iah  Frencli,  Wife  to 
Gamaliel  French,  Who  Departed  this 
life  October  the  10'",  1745,  Aged  33 
years. 

Here  lyes  Buried  y^  Body  of 
3Irs.  Sarah  French,  Wife  to  Mr. 
Gamaliel  French,  Who  Departed  this 
life  May  y"  27"",  1758,  in  y"  32''  year 
of  Her  Age. 

In  Memory  of 
James  li.  French,  who  died  Jan. 
14,  1835,  in  the  S3  year  of  his  age. 
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In  Memory  of 
A.nna,  wife  of  James  R.  French,  Died 

March  iS,  1S41,       70  years. 
Julia  Ann,  daughter  of  James  R.  & 
Ann  French,  died  April  20''',  1S25,  in 
her  17  year. 
In  bloom  of  life  death  laid  me  down 
Till  the  last  joyful  trump  shall  sound, 
Then  burst  the  chains  with  sweet  surprise 
And  in  my  Saviour's  image  rise. 
In  Memory  of 
Mrs.  Mary  Fi  envit,  Wife  of  Mr. 
James  French,  who  died  Feb"'  lo"", 
1S03,  aged  45  years  &  10  months. 
Here  lyes  y'=  Body  of 
Serfft.  Samuel  FieniJi,  aged  65 
years.    Ueces''  Dec''  y"  20.  1732. 
In  memory  of 
ATabe,  Relict  of  Samuel  French,  who 

died  May  2,  1837,  Aged  76  years. 
Salmon  Patchen ,  hur  first  husband, 
died  April  19,  1S07,  aged  40  yrs. 
In  memory  of 
Daniel  Glover,  who  died  Nov.  8, 
1830,  Aged  87  yrs.  S  mo.  &  6  days. 
In  memory  of 
Sally  Glover,  who  departed  this  life 
Oct.  8,  .A.  D.  1S04,  aged  57  years  &  6 
months. 

George  BougJiton  Gouge,  Son  of 
Mr.  Tfiomas  &  Mrs.  Ruth  Gouge, 
dec"*  Feb^'y  21-',  iSoi,  aged  5  years  ^: 
II  months. 

In  memory  of 
Esther  Gregory,  Wife  of  Mr.  Enoch 
Gregory,  Who  departed  this  life  July 
i6"»,  1790,  in  the  83  '  year  of  her  age. 
Lilly  DIaria,  Daughter  of  Mr.  James 
&  Mrs.  Philena  Gregory,  died  Jan>' 
30"",  1792,  aged  I  year  &  14  days. 
Here  Iveih  y"  Body  of 
Mary  Gregory,  an   infant  whose 
birth  enriched  her  parents  on  March 
y«  8"^,  1725,  &  she  died  in  y"  14"' 
montii  of  her  age  April  y*  17,  1726. 
In  memory  of 
Ruth  Gregory,  late  amiable  Con- 
sort of  Ens.  Selh  Gregory,  who  died 
Oct'  II,  AD.  1772,  aged  36  years  & 
6  months  wanting  i  D. 

How  loved,  how  valued  once 

avails  thee  not. 
To  whom  related 

or  by  whom  forgot 
A  heap  of  dust  alone 
remains  of  thee. 
In  memory  of 
Samuel  Gregory,  son  of  Mr.  Seth 
&   Mrs.   Ruth    Gregory,    who  died 
Decern'"'  i",  1766,  in  y«  6""  year  of 
his  age. 


Here  lyes  Buried  v"  Body  of 

Ensign  Samuel  Gregory,  Who 
Departed  this  Life  Decemb.  \'  ii"". 
Anno  Domini  1743,  in  y*  66""  Year 
of  His  Age. 

In  memory  of 

Mr.  Thaddeus  Gregory,  who  died 
Dec.  30''',  1777,  in  the  77"^  year  of 
His  Age. 

Here  Ives  }"  Body  of 

Mr.  Selah   Gregory,  son  of  Mr. 
Thaddeus  &  Mrs.  Rebeckah  Gregory, 
who  Departed  this  life  Sept.  y"  15"', 
1758,  in  y"  26"'  Year  of  His  Age. 
In  memory  of 

Jliss  Huldali  Gregory,  Daughter 
of  Mr.  Thaddeus  Gregory  Jun"'  and 
Mrs.  HuIdali  his  Wife,  Who  was  born 
4  months  after  the  Death  of  her  Fath- 
er, and  died  July  24'^,  179S,  in  ihe 
21^'  year  of  her  age. 

Here  lyes  y^  Body  of 

Henjamin  JEtall,  son  of  Mr.  Francis 
&  Mrs.  Margaret  Hall,  who  Died 
Aug.  25"^,  1738,  in  y"  21"  year  of  his 
age. 

Here  lyes  the  Body  of 
David  IJall,  aged  10  years  &  7  mo. 

Dec'  February  y*  15'"^,  i725/'6. 
Epli raim  Hall,  son  of  Mr.  EInathan 

&  .Mrs.  Hannah  Hall,  Died  April  22'^, 

'739'  aged  i  year  &  3  Days. 

I.  n.,  1 719. 

Ephraim  Hall,  son  of  Mr.  EInathan 
&  Mrs.  Hannah  Hall,  Died  July  2'', 
1740,  Aged  14  Days. 

Here  lyes  Buried  v''  Bodv  of 

21r.  Eraiicis  JF(tll.  Jun>-.,  Who 
Died  February  26"',  Anno  Domni 
1734/5,  in      30"^  year  of  his  age. 

Here  lyes  Buried  y"  Body  of 
Mrs.  Ifannali  Hall,  Wife  to  Mr. 
EInathan  Hall,  who  Departed  this 
life  April  9"',  Anno  Doin"i  1741,  in 
ye  26"!  year  of  her  age. 

In  memory  of 
Mrs.  Iluldah  Hall.  Dau.  of  Mr. 
Richard  &  Mrs.  Hannah  Hall,  who 
Departed  this  life  Aug.  17"',  1773,  in 
the  20""  year  of  her  age. 

In  memory  of 
James  Seley  Hall,  son  of  Mr.  James 
&  Mrs.  Abigail  Hall,  Who  died  April 
V  29''',  1770,  in  y"  2d  year  of  His  Age. 

Here  lies  Interr''  the  Body  of 
Mr.  John  Hall,  who  dec^  April  y» 
17,  1749,  in  the  71''  year  of  his  Age. 
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Here  lyes  y  Body  of 
Qarsliam.  son  of  John  &  Abigail 
Hall,  Dec'^  Nov^  y-  i6'^,  1746,  in  y«  j 
26  year  of  his  Age.  j 
Here  Ives  v*  Body  of 
Mrs.  Sarah  Hall.  Wife  to  Mr.  John 
Hall,  who  died  April  6,  Anno  Doni"^ 
1739,  Aged  26  years.  | 
Here  Ives  the  Bodv  of  \ 
Martha  Hall.  Dec*  Nov--  y«  13"', 
1747,  in  y  31**'  year  of  her  Age.  j 
In  memory  of  \ 
RicJiard  Hall,  who  died  Sept.  23, 
1826,  aged  47  years. 

In  memory  of  | 
Sally,  wife  of  Richard  Hall,  who  died  [ 
March  12,  1S40,  aged  61  years.  | 
Orrin  3T.,  son  of  Richard  &  Sally- 
Hall,  died  Jan.  4,  i320.  aged  4  years  | 
&  10  months.  [ 
Delia  F.  II(tU,  daughter  of  Richard 
&  Sallv  Hall,  died  Aug.  16,  1826,  j 
aged  iS  years. 

This  lovely  youth  so  younc;  &  fair,  j 

Called  hence  by  early  doom,  i 

Just  come  to  show  how  bright  a  dower  -  i 
In  paradise  could  bloom. 

Here  lyes  y"  Body  of 
Daniel  JFarmon,  son  of  Deacon 
John  &  Mrs.  Mary  Harmon  of  Suf- 
field,  who  died  at  Stratford,  June  y° 
22°'*,  1763,  in  y*  21''  year  of  his  age.  | 
Major  Aaron  llanleti  in  his  turn  ; 
received  the  Shaft  of  Death,  July  21", 
1803,  in  63''  year  of  his  age,  and  was 
here  deposited  in  hopes  of  a  glorious 
Resurrection.  j 

Man  needs  Out  little,  nor  that  little  long-. 
How  soon  must  he  resign  his  very  dust 
Which  frugal  nature  lent  him  for  an  hour. 

Here  lies  the  body  of 

Elizahetlh  Ilaiiley,  wife  of  Mr.  j 
Aaron  Hawley.  Daughter  of  Capt.  i 
Ezra  Hawley  &  Mrs.  Abigail  Haw-  \ 
ley,  who  departed  this  Life  July  the 
8"",  1776,  aged  35  years,  4  months  &  , 
6  days.  | 
In  memory  of  I 

3Irs.  Sarah  Haivleij,  wife  of  Mr.  i 
Aaron  Hawley  and  Daughter  of  Mr. 
John  Comstock,  who  departed  this 
life  May  3'^  A.  D.  1786,  aged  39 
years,  6  months.  j 

In  memory  of  ' 
William  Ilaivletj,  Son  of  Mr.  Aaron 
&  Mrs.  Sarah  Hawley,  who  dec''  Jan. 
8,  A.  D.  1787,  Aged  i  year,  9  Months  i 
&  10  Days.  i 


Here  lyes  Buried  the  Body  of 
Capt.  Ezi  a  Ifa  n  /ei/,  who  departed 
this  life  April  the  27"',  1773,  in  y"  62^ 
Year  of  H is  Age. 

In  memorv  of 
Mrs.  Ahi[f«(il  Ilauleij,  Wife  of 
Capt.  Ezra  Hawlev,  wlio  Departed 
this  Life  .■\pril  iS"''.'  17S6,  in  llie  71" 
year  of  her  Age. 
Thrice  happy  she  who  walked  the  Christian 
road 

And  now  enjoys  her  Saviour  and  her  God. 
Thomas  Ilaa  ley,  son  of  Mr.  Ezra 

&  Mrs.  Abigail  Hawlev.  died  Nov.'' 

28"",  1736,  aged  10  months. 

In  memory  of 
Mr.  Ezra  JIairlcy,  who  departed 

May  9'*'.  1796,  in  the  50'''  year  of  his 

Age. 

Here  Ives  y"  Body  of 
Mrs.  Ahig(til  llaivUnf,  wife  of  Mr. 
Ezra  Hawley,  who  departed  this  life 
Sept.  \'  2'"^,  1772,  in  y''  24"^  year  o. 
her  age. 

RutJi  Ilairlry,  Wife  of  Ezra  Hawley, 
died  Jan.  4,  1629,  aged  75  years. 

Eliza   Ilairley,   Daughter  of  Mr. 
Abijah  iS:  Mrs.  Polly  Hawle\-,  died 
March  23"',  1S02,  aged  14  months. 
In  Memorv  of 

EpJi rai in  iraaleii.  .Tuiir..  Son  of 
Mr.  Ephraim  &  Mrs.  Sarah  Hawley, 
who  died  April  11,  1777,  aged  30 
years  ;  Also 

William  Hauley.    This  son  Died 
Janr>'  —  1783,  aged  47  years. 
Here  lyes  Buried 

Mrs.  Anuah  llalley.  Wife  10  Mr. 
Gideon  Halley.  Dec'  Nov  y«  14"', 
1727,  in  y'  36'''  Year  of  her  age. 
Here  lyes  y"  Rodv  of 

Mr.  Gideon  llalley,  Dec^  Feb>'  y" 
16''',  173^-  in  y^  43''  year  of  His  Age. 
Here  lyes  y"  Body  of 

Mrs.  Aim  all  Ilairley.  wife  to  Mr. 
Gideon  Hawley,  Dec'  Nov.  y  14, 
1727,  in  y"^  36'''  year  of  her  age. 

Isaac  Eheuezer,  Son  of  Mr.  Zaimon 
&.  Mrs.  Anna  Hawley,  died  May  26"', 
1811,  aged  2  years  &  5  months. 
Here  lyes  Buried  the  Bodv  of 

Sergt.  James  Ha  alt:  y.  Who  De- 
parted this  Life  Oct'  ''  7'°,  A.  D.,  1746, 
in  y*  34'*"  year  of  his  age. 

Mrs,  Eunice  Be)initt.  First  Widow 
of  James  Hawley  &  after,  of  Isaac 
Bennitt,  departed  Sept.  6''',  1796,  in 
the  82*^  year  of  her  age. 
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Eunice  Hairlcif  Cliff  jnnaii  .Born 
in  Bridgeport,  Died  in  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y.,  May  12,  1S63,  aged  S5  yrs. 
She  was  a  light  in  the  age  in  which  she  lived. 

After  three  years  incessant  labour  she  obtain- 
ed from  the  Legislature  of  Xew  Vork,  in  the 
year  iSiS,  the  tirst  law  ever  enacted  in  any 
country  which  gives  to  married  women  rights 
over  their  children  and  property.  This  has 
since  been  amended  and  adopted  by  most  of  the 
States  of  the  Union. 

Woman  Call  her  Blessed. 

Anna  Ilfiirlet/,  Dau"'  of  Mr.  James 

&  Mrs.  Eunice  Hawlev,  Died  Sept. 

26,  1736,  Aged  ID  months  &  lo  Days. 
Lucy,  daughter  of  Mr.  Samuel  &  Mrs. 

Lucy  Hawley,  died  June  7,  1797,  Aged 

3  monihs. 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Mr.  Samuel  & 
Mrs.' Lucy  Hawley.  Dece''  June  7"^, 
1792,  Aged  7  months. 

In  Memory  of 
Mrs.  Mollij  llduleif,  Dau""  of  Mr. 
Samuel  &  Mrs.  Sarah  Hawley,  who 
departed  this   life   April  4''^.  1765, 
Aged  17  years. 

In  memory  of 
3Irs.  Sarali  irau-let/.  Wife  of  Capt. 
David  Hawley,  who  departed  this  life 
Veh'y  the  8*'',  1731,  Aged  36  Years 
wanting  1 1  Days. 

Here  lyes  Buried  the  Body  of 
Mr.  Sfniiuel  Ilatrleii,  Who  De- 
parted this  Life  September  ll""  Anno 
Do»i.  1749,  Aged  31  years. 

Here  lyes  y*  Body  of 
Deacon  Thomas  llaule]i.  Aged 
44  years.  Who  dec'  May  y'  ti'"^,  1722. 
Here  lyes  y"  Body  of 
3Irs.  Joanna  Itairh  ij.  widow  of 
Deacon  Thomas  Hawley,    Who  de- 
parted this  life  Jan.  y"  2S,  1761,  in  y'* 
84"'  year  of  her  age. 

In  memory  of 
Mr.  Thomas   Hairlcu.   who  de- 
parted this  Life  Nov''  19'",  1707.  In 
the  59"'  year  of  his  age. 

In  memorv  of 
Mrs.  Anna  Ilauleif,  Relict  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Hawley,  who  died  Dec.  24"^, 
iS  10.  aged  67  jears. 

In  memory  of 
Mr.  Wolroft  irantei/,  who  depart- 
ed this  Life  Jan^  q'"^,  1799,  In  the  62'' 
Year  of  His  Age. 

In  memory  of 
Mrs.  Ellen  ir<nrletj.  Relict  of  Mr. 
Wolcott  Hawley,  who  died  Febs'  g"^, 
1823,  aged  81  years. 


Interred  is  the  remains  of 
Capt.  rf antes  Ifat/t.  who  died  Nov 

7''%  17S7,  aged  54  years. 

He  was  a  Seaman  in  every  sense  of  the  word, 
and  as  such  will  be  remembered, 

Interrea  is  the  remains  of 
Mi'S.  Sarah  IFaift.  Relict  of  Capt. 
James  Hayt.  who  died  May  19"",  1807, 
aged  73  years. 

.■\s  her  death  is  regretted  may  her  conduct  in 
life  be  remembered. 

In  Memory  of 
Jennif,  the  faithful  servant  of  Capt. 
James  and  Mrs.  Sarah  Hayt.  She 
died  in  June,  1S07,  a  few  weeks  after 
her  old  mistress,  regretting  she  could 
not  go  with  her. 

Born  in  Africa  and  supposed  to  be 
near  60  years  old. 

Worth  does  not  depend  on  color. 

This  stone  is  erected  in  memory  of 
Mr.  Jantes  Jlai/f,  who  departed 

this  life  May  5,  r3o4,  aged  48  years. 
Merci/  Xic/iols  Ifai/f,  Born  Jan. 

23'',  1759:  Died  Sept.  S,  1S39. 
3Iary  Elizabeth  JLatjt,  Born  Aug, 

1 1,  17S1. 

James  Xichols  JIaijt,  Born  Mar. 

16,  1784.    Died  at  sea. 
Munson  lEai/f,  Born  Aug.  12,  1786. 
Eh  Hip  llaijt,  Born  Sept.  3,  1789, 

Died  Sept.  25,  1040. 
James  Ilaijt,  Born  Sept.  3,  17S9, 

Died  Oct.  6,  1789. 
Eranees  Auyusta  Ilaiit,  Born 

Aug.  19,  1800,  Died  Oct.  24,  1819. 
Interred  are  the  rem.ains  of 
Josiah    Stitrfjis    Ilaiit,    son  of 

George  &  Deborah  Ha\  t,    Born  4"' 

of  April,  iSoo,  Died  4'''  Jan.  1802. 
In  Memory  of 
George  JInJberton .    son  of  Mr. 

Thomas  &  Mrs.  Ruth  Hulberton.  who 

died  Oct.y"  5"',  1777,  aged  20  months. 
Eunice  Ifolberton,  Died  Sept.  20, 

184S,  /E.  66  [or  65]  years. 
John  Hopkins,  Died  June  28,  iSoB, 

Aged  51. 

Mehetable,  wife  of  John  Hopkins, 
Died  Sept.  16.  1824,  In  her  51  year. 
In  memory  of 
Susan,  wife  of  James  Hopkins,  who 
died  Jan.  6.  1S37.       36  yrs, 
Modesty  and  meekness  adorned  her  life. 
Faith  and  hope  suppi^rted  her  in  death. 

In  memory  of 
Catharine  Jfophins,    who  died 

Sept.  20,  1825.  in  her  22  year. 
The  last  enemy  that  shall  be  destroyed  is  death. 
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In  memory  of 
Aaron  lluhhcU,  who  died  Oct.  13, 
1S4S,  ^E.  S7  years. 

In  memory  of 
Sarah,  Wife  of  Aaron  Hubbell,  died 
March  15,  1S51,       S4  years. 

In  memory  of 
Abel  IltihhcU,  wlio  died  Jan.  6,  1832, 
aged  103  yrs.  6  mo.  &  26  ds. 

Ahell  Jliihhell,  died  May  20,  1S52, 

aged  62  years. 
Bllth,   wife  of   Abel    Hubbell,  died 

Feb.  10,  1S64,  JE.  69  yrs.  10  mo.  & 

4  ds. 

This  Stone  is  erected  in  memory  of  ^ 
Copt.  Amos  Jliibbefl,   who   died  J 
July  2'S  iSoi,  aged  55  years.  I 
VVhich  also  records  the  death  of  his 
two  sons, 

Amos  and  JT'ilsoji  :   The  former  of 
whom  died  at  the  Havannah  on  the 
15""  day  of  October,  ijgS,  by  a  malig- 
nant fever,  aged  i3  vears.  I 
And  the  latter  was  deprived  of  life  whilst  in 
the  proper  discharee  of  the  duties  of  his  pro- 
fession by  an  unprincipled  officer  of  a  French 
Privateer,  who  deaf  10  the  claims  ot  justice  and 
the  cries  of  humanity,  plunged  the  sufferer  into 
the  ocean  and  left  him  to  perish  in  the  waves, 
on  the  5th  day  of  April,  1799,  aged  26  years. 

When  sweet  content  serenely  smiles  around. 
Like  a  fair  summer  evenings,  Ah!  how  soon 
The  charming  scene  is  lost,  the  deepening 
shades 

Prevail  and  night  approaches,  dark  and  sad. 
Till  the  last  beams,  faint  glimering  die  away. 

In  memory  of 
Mt^s.  Catliarine  llithbeU.  Wife  of 
Mr.  Amos   Hubbell,  who  departed 
this  life  January  4'h,  1776.  eight  days 
alter  the  birth  of  her  third  child,  in 
the  23*  year  of  her  age. 
In  youthful  bloom  death  laid  me  down  | 
Here  to  await  the  Trum[>el's  sound.  1 
When  God  commands  then  Will  I  rise  ! 
And  meet  my  Saviour  in  the  skies. 

In  memory  of 
Atnos  ITiihbell,  son  of  Mr.  .Amos  & 
Mrs.  Catharine  Hubbell,  Who  died  i 
Sept.  10"',  1777,  in  y-  7""  year  of  his 
Age. 

In  memory  of 
Eleanor  Hubbell,  Daughter  of  Mr. 
Ainos  &  Mrs.  Elt-anor  Hubbell,  who 
departed  this  life  March  22**,  17S6, 
Aged  I  year  9  months  and  10  days. 

In  Memory  of 
Mr.  Jienjamhi  llnbhell,  who  de- 
parted this  life  Febr:- 24"',  1793,  in  the 
76""  year  of  his  age. 


In  memory  of 
Mrs,  Marij  Hubbell.  Relict  of  Mr. 
Benjamin  Hubbell,  who  died  Aug'' 
29"',  1S13,  aged  92  years  &  i  month. 

In  Memory  of 
Mr.  John  Hubbell,  Son  of  Mr.  Ben- 
jamin and  Mrs.  Mary  Hubbell,  who 
died  Feb''>'  7"'',  iSoS,  aged  63  years,  3 
months  &  7  days. 

In  memory  of 

Elizabeth,  wife  o(  Mr.  John  Hubbell, 
Died  March  13,  1840,  In  the  go"'  year 
of  her  age. 

Here  lyes  the  Rodv  of 

3Irs.  Anne  Hubbell,  only  daughter 
of  Mr.  Benjatnin  &  Mrs.  Slary  Hub- 
bell, who  departed  this  life  Mayy'g''', 
1770,  in  y*  23''  year  of  her  age. 

Catharine  Maria,  Daughter  of 
Capt.  Ezra  &  Mrs.  Mary  Alice  Hub- 
bell, died  Aug'  S"',  iSoi,  aged  2  years 
tvanting  S  days. 

Here  lyes  v«  Body  of 

Capt.  Daniel  Hubbell,  Died  De- 
cember y^  ii"',  1735,  in  y-' 45*''  year 
of  his  Age. 

In  memory  of 

Eunice  Hubbell,  relict  of  Mr.  .Abra- 
ham Hubbell,  who  departed  this  life 
Sept.  4,  I7g4,  in  the  38'''  year  of  her 
age. 

In  memory  of 
Mr.  Daniel  Hubbell,  who  died 
March  4'*',  1801,  in  the  77">  year  of 
his  age. 

In  memory  of 
3Irs.  Sarah  JTubbell,  Relict  of  Mr. 
Daniel  Hubbell,  who  died  April  ir, 
1801,  in  the  73''  year  of  her  age. 
In  memory  of 
Miss  Esther  Hubbell,  daughter  of 
Mr.  Daniel  &  Mrs.  Sarah  Hubbell, 
who  died  Nov''  7"^,  1802,  in  the  36"" 
year  of  her  age. 

In  memory  of 
Miss  Ilcheeh  ah  Hul)bell,  Daughter 
of  Mr.  Daniel  &  Mrs.  Sarah  Hubbell, 
who  died  May  8,  1796,  in  the  39""  year 
of  her  age. 

In  memory  of 
Daniel  Hubbell,  Junr.,  son  of  Mr. 

Daniel  &  Mrs.  Sarah  Hubbell,  who 
departed  this  life  Jan.  12''',  1778,  In 
the  2S"=  Year  of  his  age. 

You  mourners  all  that  see  me  die 

Must  quickly  follow  me. 
Come  and  see  me  where  I  lie 

A  mouldering  in  the  earth. 


St  rat  fie  Id  Biiryvig-place. 
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In  memory  of  | 
Sarah  Utibhell,  who  died  Oct.  9,  ! 
1842,  aged  81  \  rs.  | 
In  memory  of  j 
Ilezelciah  JTuhJ>eU,  Esqr..  Son  of  ! 
Richard  Os:  Penelope  Hubbell,  Who  \ 
Dep"'  this  life  Julv  19"',  1784,  Aged  | 
56  years  4  months  &  12  days.  i 
Here  lies  interred  the  remains  of  | 
Capt.  Isaac  IlitbbeU,  who  departed  ; 
this  life  May  the  22'^  1787.  in  the  40 
year  of  His  Age. 
Here  lies  interred  the  remains  of 
3Irs.  Francis  JFuhhcll,  wife  of 
Capt.  Isaac  Hubbell,  Who  departed 
this  Life  May  the  2i",  17S6,  in  the 
34""  year  of  her  Age. 

In  memor}-  of 
James  JTuhhcll,  who  died  Sept.  15, 
1827,  aged  70  years. 

In  memory  of 
Sir.  John  MuhheU,  who  departed 
this  life  April  S'*",  1774,  In  the  85"^ 
Year  of  his  Age. 

In  memory  of 
Josiah  HiihhiiU,  son  of  Mr.  Walter 
&  Mrs.  Ruth    Hubbell,    Who  died 
Ocf  14,  1765,  Aged  15  months. 
In  memory  of 
David  Ilahbell,  son  of  Mr.  Walter 
&  Mrs.  Ruth  Hubbell,  who  died  Oct' 
y°       1777,  Aged  16  months  and  17 
Days. 

In  memory  of 
Onessimus   Hubbell,   who  died 
Sept.  14"".  1S24,  in  the  69"^  year  of  , 
his  age.  t 
Here  lyes  Buried  the  Body  of  j 
Onesimus  Uirbbell,   son   of  Mr. 
Joseph  &  Mrs.  Keziah  Hubbell,  who 
departed  this  life  Decb'  3'',  1754,  in  y*  j 
23"*  year  of  his  age.  i 
In  memory  of  ! 
DeacX'  Richard  Hubbell,  who  de- 
parted this  Life  June  27''',  17S7,  In  , 
the  93'^  Year  of  his  Age. 
Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord. 

In  memory  of  1 
Ulrs.  Penelope  Hubbell,  Relict  to 
Deac"  Richard  Hubbell,  who  departed 
this  Life  Aug"  29'=,  1791,  In  the  87^'' 
year  of  her  Age. 
For  they  reft  from  their  labors  and  their  works  | 
do  follow  them.  ' 

In  memory  of 
Mr.  Beitjamiii  Itubbell,  Eldest 
Son  of  Deac"  Richard  Hubbell,  who 
departed    this  Life  Sept'  17'"^,  AD 
1780,  in  the  62''  Year  of  his  age. 
Blessed  are  the  dead  who  die  in  the  Lord.  ' 


In  memory  of 
liichard  Tfiibbell,  who  died  at  the 
city  of  N.  Y.,  July  i6,  1829,  in  his 
87  year. 

In  memory  of 
Itoxana.  wife  of  Richard  Hubbell, 
who  died  Dec.  28,  1805,  in  her  60 
year. 

In  memory  of 
CJnnles  Hubbell,  son  of  Mr.  Rich- 
ard &  Mrs.  Roxana   Hubbell.  who 
departed  this  Life  June  15"",  1786, 
Aged  I  Year  &  7  Days. 

In  memory  of 
Fenelope.  Daughter  of   Richard  & 
Roxana  Hubbell,  who  died  Feb.  21, 
1864,  -E.  92  3"ears. 

Here  lies  v'.Body  of 
Fhijlo  Hubbill,  Son  of  Mr.  Richard 
Hubbill,  Jun.  &    Mrs.  Roxane  his 
wife  who  departed  this  Life  Feb''  the 
13,  1774,  Aged  4  years. 
Happy  the  child  who  privileged  by  Fate 

to  Shorten  labour  &  Lighter  wait, 
Received  but  yesterday  the  .sift  of  breath 
ordered  to  morrow  to  return  to  death. 

In  memory  of 
Sarah,  Wife  of  Jabez  Hubbell,  died 
Jany  ye  12"',  1754,  in  ye  22  year  of  her 
age. 

In  memory  of 
3Ir.  StejiJien  Hubbell,  who  depart- 
ed this  life  April  29"',  1792,  In  the 
98"'  year  of  his  age. 

In  memory  of 
Mrs.  Abigail,  Wife  of  Mr.  Stephen 
Hubbell.  Who  died  Aug**-  i",  1777, 
In  the  54  year  of  her  age. 

Here  lyes  Buried  y"  Body  of 
Rebeckah   Hubbelt.   Daughter  of 
Mr.  Stephen  >S:  Mrs.  Rebeckah  Hub- 
bell, Who  departed  this  life,  Nov  y" 
9,  1754,  y"  19'^  year  of  her  age. 
In  memory  of 
Thaddeus  Hubbell,  who  died  Nov. 

30, 1849,  ^E-  85  ys. 

In  memory  of 
Eunice  Hubbell,  wife  of  Thaddeus 
Hubbell,  who  died  May  i,  1838,  aged 
68  yrs. 

mile  Jackson,  Son  of  Mr.  Isaac  & 
Mrs.  Rachel  Jackson,  Died  Aug"  2**, 
1739,  Aged  5  days. 

Henrif  Jackson,  who  died  Septem- 
ber 15,  1717,  aged  33  years. 

James,  Son  of  Mr.  Samuel  &  Mrs. 
Peninah  Jackson,  Departed  this  life 
March  y"  19"",  1757,  In  y-  b^^  Year  of 
his  Age. 
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Here  lies  the  Bod\-  of 
Joseph  J(iili»on ,   Died  the  29  of 

Septemb',  1714. 
3Z.  tJ.,  Nov.  13,   1712.     [Probably  a 

Jackson.] 

J?.  J.    My    14,    1712.      [Probably  a 

Jackson.] 
It.  J.  I).  S. 

E.  r.  1731- 

In  memory  of 
ElipJialef  'Tonthif/s.    who  died 
Aug.  22,  1839,  aged  85  yrs. 

In  memorv  of 
Sarali  JRoss,  wife  of  Eliphnlet  Jen- 
nings, who  died  June  6,  1839,  aged  83 
years. 

James  Jenn'nujs,   Died    Feb.  4, 

1869,  Aged  76. 
Mdi'ij   E.,   daughter  of  Thomas  & 

Mary  E.  Jenkins,  died  Oct.  19,  1842, 

JE.  4  ys. 

Ira  Jones,  died  M.ny  25"',  1S36,  Aged 
65  years. 

Chai  itij,  Wife  of  Ira  Jones,  died  May 

14,  1845,  Aged  73  years. 
JUari/  It.f  Daughter  of  Christopher 
&  Margaret  Keiser.  died  Mar.  6,  1862, 
3  3TS.  ID  mos.  &  10  ds. 
In  memory  of 
Mr.  Patrick  Keeler,  who  died  Oct" 
is"",  1829,  in  ihe  76"^  year  of  his  age. 
In  memorv  of 
Mrs.  Anna  Kecler,  Wife  of  Mr. 
Patrick  Keck  r.  n  ho  died  Dec''  21'', 
1815.  in  ihe  63'  year  ol  her  age. 


Sarali,  Wife  of  Patrick  Keeler,  Died 

Aug.  20,  1S51,  ^E.  So. 
J.  ct  W.  K. 

In  memorv  of 
Mr.  Ezra  Kirtl(i)i (I.  who  died  Aug. 
22'',  1800,  in  the  70  )ear  of  his  age. 
In  Memorv  of 
3Irs.  Olive  Kirthmd.  Relict  of  Mr. 
Ezra  Kinland,  who  died  Sept.  23'^, 
1803,  in  the  6g'''  year  of  her  age. 
In  Memory  of 
Olive  Kirtla)i(l.  Daughter  of  Ezra 
Kirtland,  Jun.,  who  died   July  15, 
1775,  in  the  s''  year  of  her  Age. 
In  memory  of 
Mr.  Ezra  Kirtland,  Jr..  who  died 
Dec.  27"',  1799,  in  the  47"'  year  of  his 
age. 

In  memory  of 
Olive  Kirtland,  Daughter  of  Mr. 
Ezra  &  Mrs.  Sarah  Kirtland,  who 
died  Aug.  14"',  1790,  Aged  14  years 
&  2  months. 

In  memor^■  of 
3Ir.  Zehnlon  Kivtland,  who  died 
Jan>'  2"',  1803,  in  the  48"'  year  of  his 
age. 

In  memory  of 
Elizaheth,  widow  of  Zebulon  Kirt- 
land, who  died  Jan.  5,  1842,  aged  90 
years. 

In  memory  of 
Mrs.  Freelore  Knap^t,  Wife  of 
Mr.  Joseph  Knapp  &  Dau'''  of  Mr. 
Ebenezer  &  Mrs.  Patience  Plumb, 
wlio  died  No\''  24"!,  1771,  in  y"  31" 
year  of  her  age. 


i 


! 
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St  rat  fie  Id  Biirying-place. 
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In  memory  of  I 

Joseph  Knapp,  Jku..  Son  of  Mr.  | 
Joseph  &  Mrs.  Freelovt-  Knapp,  died  j 
Aug"  the  20"",  1767,  Aged  2  years.  ! 
In  memory  of 

JMr.  fTohn  Knapji,  who  died  Aug-  [ 
ust  3*^,  1795,  in  tlie  S2  year  of  his  age.  j 
In  menior\-  of  | 

Mrs.  llaiinah  KiKtpp.  Wife  of 
Mr.  John  Knapp,  who  died  Jan\-.  2S''',  j 
1796,  in  the  76""  year  of  her  age.  1 
In  memory  of  j 

Itohert  KiKipp.  who  died  April  ir,  I 
1S34,  aged  52  years  iS:  10  months. 

Mother  j 

Sally,  wife  of  Robert  Knapp,  Died  '• 
Aug.  15,  i36i.  Aged  76  yrs.  i  mo.  &:  : 
8  Ds.  j 
To  the  memory  of  : 

3Iahfila  WiUsoii  KiKij>p.  D3.ugh-  '< 
ter  of  Mr.  Robert  &  Mrs.  Sally  Knapp  i 
(a  very  promising  child)  born  July  | 
lo"",  i3o4,  and  died  July  iS''',  1S07,  j 
aged  3  years  &  S  days.  I 
In  memory  of  I 

3It'S.  Anna  Knoidcs,  first  the  wife 
of  Mr.  Joseph  Sturges,  late  of  Stam-  1 
ford,  dec'',  and  last  the  wife  of  Mr.  j 
William  Knowles,  late  of  New  Mil-  ! 
ford,  dec'.  She  died  July  26'\  i3oi,  | 
in  the  80'^  year  of  Her  Age. 

Mrs.  Ahifjail  Lace  if.  ! 

Hannah  Sn)inners.  Wife  of  Ed- 
ward Lacey,  died  Oct.  14,  1755,  aged 
about  43  years. 

In  memory  of 

31  r.  Jjcnjainin  Larei/,  who  de- 
parted this  life  Sept.  13'",     D  1784, 
aged  45  years  on  the  same  day. 
In  memory  of 

Mrs.  Mavf/aret  Ldcij,  Wife  of  y 
late  -Mr.  Benjamin  Lacey,  who  de- 
parted this  life,  Sept.  I,  A.  D.,  1792, 
in  th'^  52'  year  of  her  age. 

Daniel  ILaceij,  died  Dec.  17,  1828, 
in  his  86  year. 

Tabitha  Lacey,  wife  of  Daniel  La- 
cey, died  Aug.  9,  1S14,  in  the  64  year 
of  her  age. 

John  Lacey,  died  June  25,  1856,  .-E 
79  yrs.  &  9  mo. 

In  memory  of 

Eunice,  wife  of  John  Lacey,  who  died 
Feb.  17,  1S40,  aged  56  years. 
In  memory  of 

Mr.  John  Lacey,  who  departed 
this  Life  Feb>  lo''',  1793,  In  the  84"' 
year  of  his  age. 
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In  memory  of 
Mrs.  Mary  Lacey,  Relict  of  Mr. 
John  Lacey,  who  died  April  I,  iSlo, 
in  the  91''  year  of  her  age. 
.Josiah  J^acey,  LJsq.,  depnTied  this 
life  Oct.  28'*',  1S12,  in  the  67"'  Year 
of  his  age. 
He  was  a  Captain  in  the  Revolutionary 
Army  and  a  leading  citizen. 

In  memory  of 

3Lrs.  Jiiditit  LAiccy,  Wife  of  Capt. 
Josiah  Lacey,  who  departed  this  life 
fune  y"  3'^,  1780,  aged  31  years  &  5 
montlis  wanting  3  days. 

In  memor}'  of 

3Lrs.  Itufh  L^acey,  Wife  to  Capt. 
Josiah  Lacey,  who  departed  this  life 
April  iS''^,  17SS,  aged  27  years  &  8 
months  wanting  I  Day. 

In  memory  of 

Mrs.  Molly  Lacey,  Wife  of  Capt. 
Josiah  Lacey,  who  departed  this  Life 
Jan-'  30"^,  1793,  aged  32  years  3 
months  &  12  days. 

In  memory  of 

3Irs.  Anna,  L((cey.  Wife  of  Josiah 
Lacey,  Esqr.,  Who  departed  this  life 
April  7,  A.  D.  1812,  aged  46  years  3 
months  and  2  da\s. 

Kath<iniel  Iff(zard.  son  to  Capt. 
Josiah  &  Mrs.  Molly  Lacey,  Depart- 
ed this  life  .May  9,  1792,  aged  14 
months,  wanting  3  Days. 

Ljevi  L.  Lacey,  Died  April  i,  1845, 
Aged  33  yrs. 

In  memory  of 

3Lichael  Lacey,  who  died  Nov.  12, 
1835,  /E.  51  yrs.' 

In  memory  of 

lietsey,  wife  of  Michael  Lacey,  who 
died  Dec.  14,  1823,  aged  38  years. 

Hobert  I^acey,  died  Nov.  23,  1832, 
aged  22  years. 

In  memory  of 

Sarah  Lacey,  who  died  May  3,  1838, 
aged  65  years. 

In  memory  of 

Sriuire  Lacey,  who  died  Dec.  27, 
1819,  in  his  31''  year. 

Urban  Lacey,  died  March  20,  1S77, 
Aged  72  yrs. 
In  memory  of  her  that  was  once 

Miss  liiith  Winton,  Born  Dec.  2', 
1731  ;  married  to  Mr.  Joseph  Brins- 
maid  Oct',  1748  ;  and  secondly  to  Dr. 
W'"  Little,  Nov''  2',  1762.  She  de- 
parted this  Life  for  Immortality  Dec'' 
2'^,  1784,  aged  53  Years. 
Her  remains  are  buried  beneath  this  Stone. 
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In  memory  of 
EJenov,  wife  of  Eaden  Leavens,  who 
died  June  30,  1S35,  ^E.  55  years. 

In  memory  of 
Jlrs.  Eunice,  Relict  of  Mr.  George 
Lyman,  who  died  Oct.  10,  iSig,  aged 
67  3  ears. 

Here  Ives  Buried  y'^  Body  of 
3Iv.  Matheir  MacJilutrd,  Who 
Died  Feb''  y'^  9'",  Anno  Dorani  1736/7, 
in  y«  aS""  Year  of  His  Age. 

Here  lyes  Buried  y*  Bod}'  of 
Mr,  Mdtheiu  MaekJia rd,  son  of 
Mr.  Maihew&  Mrs.  Sarah  Maci^hard, 
Who  was  drowned  July  y'  22'',  1757, 
in  y«  21"  Year  of  His  Age. 

Marij  Maclihard.  Dau"^  of  Mr. 
Maihew  &  Mrs.  Sarah  Mackhard, 
Died  Jan5"  30"',  1737,  Aged  2  years  & 
6  months. 

Here  lyes  Buried  y''  Body  of 

lUr,  Jolm  Mcdlct.  who  Departed 
this  life  September  28"^,  Anno  Dom"'- 
1745,  in  y"  72<'  year  of  his  age. 

Here  Ives  the  bodv  of 
SaraJi  Wife  of  John  Mallit, 

Died  Dec''  y''  5"',  1742,  in  y'  26  year 

of  her  age. 

Here  lyes  y"'  Body  of 
Mrs.  Joanna  Mallit,  widow  to 

Mr.  John  Mallit,  who  departed  this 

life  Sept.      i6,  1764,  in  y«  I0!»'  year 

of  her  age. 

Here  lyes  y«  Body  of 
Htildah  Mallett,  Dau'^  of  Mr.  John 

Mallett,  Junr.,  who  died  Oct.  y'*  29, 

1758,  in  y"  1^  year  of  her  age. 
Laura,  Daughter  of  Mr.  Lewis  &  Mrs. 

Anna    Mallet,  died  April  3'^,  1795, 

Aged  2  years  I  month  &  S  days. 
ELenry  Manninfj,   Died  Jan.  5, 

1852,       48  years. 

In  memory  of 
Mr,  David  bleaker,  who  died  Nov. 

24*^,  1828,  in  the  73''  )'ear  of  his  age. 

In  memorv  of 
Esther  3Ieaher,  Wife  of  Mr.  David 

Meaker,  who  died  May  26"=,  i3i2,  in 

the  48'''  year  of  her  age. 
Mrs.  Pollij  Meeker,  Died  Aug.  29, 

1817,  jE.  26  yrs. 
Nattian  S.  Meeker,  Died  of  Yellow 

Fever  at  Staten  Island,  N.  Y.,  Sept. 

27,  1821,  JE..  31  yrs. 
Ann  It.  Middlebrook,  Died  Dec. 

I,  1850,  JE.  24  yrs. 


In  memory  of 
Anne,  wife  of  Anson  Morehouse,  who 
died  May  11,  1823,  aged  37  3-ears. 

In  memory  of 
Loi'intJia,  dan'''  of  Anson  &  Anne 
Morehouse,  who  died  Sept.  10.  1841, 
Aged  30  years. 

In  memory  of 
JFrs.  Eunice  MoreJiouse,  Wife  of 
Mr.  Lyman  Morehouse,  Who  died 
March  14"^,  1800,  In  the  27">  year  of 
her  age. 

In  memory  of 
SaraJi  Morehouse,  wife  of  Isa.ic 
Morehouse,  who  died  Aug.  22,  1837, 
aged  86. 

In  memory  of 
Abigail,  wife  of  Samuel  Morehouse, 
who  died  Aug.  29,   1826,   aged  44 
years. 

Here  lyes  Buried  the  Body  of 
dlrs.  SaraJi  Jlorris,  wife  to  Mr. 
Daniel  Morris,  who  departed  this  life 
April  the  16,  1761,  in  y«  48"'  year  of 
her  age. 

Here  lyes  the  Body  of 
Iluldah  Xir/iol/s,  wife  to  Mr.  John 
Nicholls,  who  died  April  16,  1759,  in 
ye  ^gth  year  of  her  age. 

In  memory  of 
Charles  S.,  who  died  March  23,  1835, 
aged  3  yrs.  &  6  mo. 

Also  of 

'John  A.,  who  died  Nov.  15,  1836, 
aged  14  mo. 

Sons  of  John  W.  &  Susan  Nichols. 

In  memory  of 
3Ir,  John  Nichols,  who  died  Nov. 
21^',  iSoi,  in  the  57""  year  of  his  age. 

In  memory  of 
Ehehe,   relict  of  Mr.  John  Nichols, 
who  died  March  3,  1S35,  /E.  82  years. 

In  Memorv  of 
Mrs.  Mehetahle  JSichols,  Wife  of 
Mr.  John  Nichols,  who  departed  this 
life,  April  g''',  1785,  in  y"  32^  year  of 
her  age. 

[A  Tablet.I 
Sacred  to  the  Memory  of 
Philip  Xichols,  Esij.,  who  departed 
this  Life  May  13"',  1807,  in  the  82'^ 
year  of  his  age. 

Tears  in  regret  in  sympathy  we  give. 
That  such  superior  excellence  should  die  ; 
But  dear  to  memory  wilt  thou  ever  live. 
Blest  shade  whose  meed  is  immortality. 


St  rat  fie  Id  Burying-place. 


Sacred  to  the  memory  of 

PmLiP  Nichols  Esq. 

who  departed   this  Lije 
May  13  tK.  1807. 

in  tke  82'^year  of  Kis  age. 

^'Eeafi  ofregret  in  sympathy  ive  giue ; 
: '{Til ni such  .superior, excellence  shouiddie, 
J-^iit , clear  to  mauori^  wilf  thoaeuerliuej 
^...3lesst  shade  WhoseTnesdia  i  pi  mortality. 


Sacred  tothememory  of 

\r*MATiY  Nichols  kte  Lonsort 
of  Philip  Nichols  Esq. 
who  departed  this  life 
May  13  18U. 
In  the  7S^^yeax^  o£  her  ag"e. 


The  soul  of  orig'in  divine 
Gods  glorious  imageyree'djrom  dd.y 
In  heaven's  eternal  sphere  shall  shine 
A  star  oj"  day. 
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Sacred  to  the  memory  of  | 
3Irs,  3I<iV!/  Xuliols,  late  Consort  j 
of  Philip  Nichols,  Esq.,  who  departed  j 
this  life.  May  13''',  181 1,  in  the  yo""  ! 
year  of  her  age.  I 
The  soul  of  origin  dirine,  \ 
God's  glorious  iniase  freed  from  clay,  j 
In  Heaven's  eternal  sphere  shall  shine,  j 
A  star  of  day.  i 

Here  lyes  Buried  y'*  Body  of  \ 

Mrs.  Heherkali  XUkols,  wife  to  j 
Mr.  John  Nickols,  who  departed  this  i 
life,  Sept.  12'^,  1749,  in      36"'  year  of 
her  age. 

Here  l)-es  y  Body  of 

Hitldali  Xiciiols,  Dau"^  of  Mr.  John  j 
&  Mrs.  Rebeckah  Nichols,  who  died  1 
Sept.  4"",  1753,  in  y'  13"^'  year  of  her 
age.  i 
Here  lyes  y'^  Body  of 

SaraJi  XicJwls.  Dau'^  of  Elijah  &  \ 
Mrs.  Huldah  Nichols,  who  departed  | 
this  life  June  y"  4"'.  I753.  in  y*  ig""  j 
year  of  her  Age.  ! 

William  Xirhols.  Died  July  21,  | 
1837,  Aged  S2  yrs.  1 

JPhilip  E.,  his  son,  Died  Sept.  26, 
1855,  Aged  43  years. 

Ilannali  XicJiols,  Died  Oct.  14, 
1855,  yE.  6g. 

Here  Ives  the  Bodv  of 

Mrs.  Abigail  Odcll,  Wife  to  Wil-  ' 

liam  Odell,  who  died  Jan.  40''^ 

year  of  her  age.*  ! 
Here  lyes  \'  Body  of  , 

Mrs.  Deborah  Ode/f.  w\{e  of  Lieut. 
Hezekiah  Odell,  who  departed  this  . 
life  June  27,  1756,  in  y«  55""  year  of  | 
her  age. 

Here  lyes  y"  Body  of 

JBulah  Odell,  Dau'''  of  Lieut.  Heze-  : 
kiah  &  Mrs.  Deborah  Odell,  who  died 
June  22'',  1756,  in  y  27""  year  of  her  | 
age.  j 
Here  lyes  buried  y'^  Body  of 

Mr,  John  (Hlell,   Who  Departed 
this  life  June  I'',  Anno  Doni.  1743, 
Aged  77  Years.  i 
Here  lyes  Buried  y  Body  of  I 

Mrs,  Sarfdi  Odell,  wife  to  Sera:. 
John  Odcll,  who  died  Octob'  25"'',  | 
A.  D.  1743,  in  y"  79"'  year  of  her  age.  | 
In  memory  of  '\ 

Samuel  Odell,  TJsqr,,  who  Depart- 
ed this  Life  June  the  7''',  A.  D.  1775, 
in  the  69'^''  year  of  his  Age. 


*  The  dates  are  entirely  gone  by  the  falling 
off  of  a  part  of  the  slate  stone. 


In  memory  of 
Mrs.  fJoJia )i nah  Odell,  Wife  of 

Mr.  S.imuel  Odell,  who  departed  this 

Life  June  11"',  1776,  in  the  37"' year 

of  her  age. 
JtlStis  Odell,  died  January  y"  29"', 

1767,  Aged  3  Davs     4  hours. 
Squire  (hlell,  died  January  y"  29, 

1767,  Aged  3  Days  &  4  months. 
The     Twins    of    Mr.  Nehemiah 
Smith  Odell  &  Mrs.  Eunice  his  Wife. 

In  memory  of 
3Iiss  Temprra)iee  ftdell,  who  de 

parted  this  life  Octob''  17,  1794,  Aged 

27  years  8  months  &  3  days. 
Too  early  lost,  just  in  the  bloom  of  youth, 
Go  noblest  patern  of  e.^alted  truth, 
.Absolved  from  earth  that  peaceful  shore  ascend 
Where  love  inhabits,  love  that  knows  no  end. 

Here  lyes  y  Body  of 
XeJiemiah,  son  of  Will™  Odell,  Dec' 
March  y'  26,  1727,  in  y''  S"»  year  of 
his  age. 

Here  Ives  \  '  Body  of 
Xafhaniel  <Mh  II,  Son  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liam &  Mrs.  Sarah  Odell,  Who  Died 
July  15"',  1746,  in  y"  3''  year  of  his 
age. 

Here  lyes  v*  Body  of 
JEbenez''  Odell,  Son  of  Mr.  William 
Odell.  Who  died  Octo''  7''^,  1743,  in  y" 
ig""  Year  of  his  age. 

In  memory  of 
Mrs.  Abir/ail,  Wife  of  Joel  Parish, 
who  died  June  i*',  1777,  in  her  37"" 
year. 

Abraham  Parrott,  died  Nov.  16, 
1825,  .-E.  48. 

Lord  we  commit  our  souls  to  thee. 
Accept  the  sacred  trust. 

Lliey  Jt'ells,  Wife  of  Abraham  Par- 
rott, Died  Sept.  8,  1S56,  .-E.  So. 

Revive  this  nobler  part  of  ours 
And  watch  our  sleeping  dust. 

In  memory  of 
Iletinj  O.  Parrott,  Son  of  x\brahnm 
i  Lucy  Parrott,  who  died  Jtily  8,  1826, 
aged  13  yrs.  xi  mos.  &  16  days. 
In  memory  of 
Marij    K.   Parrott,  daughter  of 
Abraham  &  Lucy  Parrott,  who  died 
Sept.  23,  1826,  aged  15  yrs.  &  11  mo. 

Thomas  Parrott,  died  Dec.  3, 1S51, 
/E.  58. 

Sally,  Wife  of  Thomas  Parrott,  died 

Aug.  17,  1839,  JE.  49. 

In  memory  of 
Isaac  Pat  eh  in,  who  died  Feb.  ii, 

1832,  aged  85  yrs. 


Str  at  field  Biirying-place. 


log 


In  memory  of 
Elijah  Feet,  who  died  Nov.  26,  1841, 
aged  Si  years. 

In  memory  of 
A.nna  Feet,  wife  of  Elijah  Peet,  who 

died  June  i,  1S43,  aged  76  years. 
This  monument  is  sacred  to  the  mem- 
ory of 

3£rs.  Anne  Fixlei/,  Relict  of  Mr. 
William  Pi.\lev,  wiio  died  Sept.  20''', 

1800,  in  the  6g"'  year  of  her  age. 
Here  lyes  Buried  ve  Body  of 

3Ii'S.  Hannah  Forter,  Wife  to 

Ensign  John   Porter.  Who  departed 

this  life  Ociob''  y"  2S"',  1763,  in  y"  61=' 

year  of  her  age. 
XatJianiel  Forter,  son  of  John  & 

Lucy  Porter,  died  June  21^',  iSod,  in 

the  14"'  year  of  his  age. 

In  memorv  of 
3Ir.  Samuel  Forter,  who  departed 

this  life  Sept^  I3">,  1795,  In  the  73"^ 

year  of  his  Age. 

In  memory  of 
Mrs.  Ahiah  Forter,  Relict  of  Mr. 

Samuel  Porter,  who  died  July  9"^, 

1801,  In  the  76'''  year  of  her  age. 

In  memory  of 

3Irs.  Sarah  Forter.  Wife  of  Mr. 
Samuel  Porter,  Jun"',  who  died  April 
3'!,  1805,  In  the  25"^  year  of  her  age. 
Depository  of 

Miss  Betsey  liai/niond,  who,  in 
the  bloom  of  life  was  snatched  from 
her  friends,  and  y''  companions  of  her 
youth,  Jany  14''',  A.  D.  1792,  In  the 
17'^  year  of  her  a?e. 

Mrs.  Filth  Bislei/,  Relict  of  .Mr. 
Timothy  Risley.  of  Egg  Harbour, 
dec',  and  Daughter  of  Mr.  David 
Wells  of  this  Town,  Dec'',  died  Jani 
2**,  1794,  aged  36  years. 
Here  lies  entombed  the  Remains  of 

The  Feveretid  Robert  Boss,  Sarah 
Ross,  his  Wife,  and  James  Merrick 
Ross,  their  Son. 

The  Reverend  Robert  Ross,  .\..M.,  a  native 
of  Ireland  :  in  his  infancy  brouc:tit  into  this 
Country,  Was  sometime  a  Tutor  at  the  College 
of  New  Jersey,  where  he  also  received  his  ed- 
ucation ;  Afterwards  Pastor  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church  in  this  Society,  over  which  he  was 
ordained  November  23th,  1733,  and  in  which  he 
labored  in  word  and  doctrine,  43  years. 

A  person  who  Ion;;'  sustained  a  high  charac- 
ter for  Christian  Literature  and  general  knowl- 
edge. In  his  principles,  orthodox  ;  In  his 
preaching  practical  and  judicious.  He  advo- 
cated the  truths  of  the  Gospel  by  doctrine  and 
example,  and  was,  therefore,  a  pious  guide  6: 
instructor. 

He  died  Augst.  29,  1799,  aged  73 
years. 


I  31rs.  Sarah  Boss,  died  the  same 

j      day  with  her  husband,  aged  52.  And 
James  Jlerrick  Boss,  13  days  after 

I      his  parents,  aged  10  years. 

'  O  thou  gloomy  monarch  ! 

A  re  these  the  trophies  ot  thy  conquering  arms  ? 
Nor  reverend  hoary  age,  nor  blooming  youth, 
Nor  boasted  strength  escape  thy  fatal  dart ! 

;  These  seem  to  speak 

]   With  silent  horror  to  my  shivering  heart; 
Rid  me  survey  my  swift  approaching  doom, 
And  view  the  dark  retreat  which  waits  my 

I  coming. 

!  This  monument  is  erected  by  Elipha- 
I  let  Jennings,    to    the  memory  of  his 

Father-in-law  and  family,   1801. 

;  Here  lyes  Buried 

James  Boss,  son  of  Rev.  Robert  & 
Mrs.  Sarah  Ross,  Born  Sept.  12,  1758, 
Drowned  Sept.  10,  1760. 

Sacred  to  the  memory  of 
Bev'^  Stephen  Boijce,  who  depart- 
ed this  life  Aug*'  3'',  1S02,  in  the  47"" 
year  of  his  age. 
Here  in  death's  cold  embrace  this  body  lies. 
The  soul  is  gone  to  mansions  in  the  skies  ; 
His  dust  must  sleep,  his  voice  be  heard  no  more, 
Till  the  last  trump  shall  sound  from  shore  to 
shore. 

Then  burst  the  bands  of  death  with  sweet  sur- 
prise. 

And  in  his  Saviour's  glorious  form  arise. 

Here  lyes  Buried  the  Body  of 
Mr.  Edmimd  Bowland,  who  de- 
parted this  life  April  the  13"',  1769,  in 
the  41='  year  of  his  age. 

In  memory  of 
Ilenrij  Boivland,  who  died  June 
19"'.    1775-    aged    about    84  years. 
Erected  by  Rowland  B.  Lacey  in  1S79. 

Here  lyes  Buried  y'  Body  of 
Mrs.  Tamar  Bowland.  wife  to 
Mr.  Henry  Rowland,  who  died  .April 
y  21^',  A.  D.  1737,  in  y"  42''  year  of 
her  age. 

Here  lyes  Buried  the  Body  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Sa nfor(t,  who  de- 
parted th'S  lile  May  y"=  20,  1757,  in  y« 
83'^  year  of  his  age. 

Here  lyes  y"  Body  of 
Mis.  Hannah  Sanford,  wife  to 
Mr.  Thomas  Sanford,  who  Departed 
this  life  May  i8''',  1755,  in  y"  75  year 
of  her  age. 

In  memorv  of 
Deacon  Abel  See/ i/e,  who  died  May 
q''',  iSio.  in  the  85""  year  of  his  age. 
Marcij,  wife  of  Dea.  Abel  Seeley,  died 
j      March  5,  1819,  aged  98. 
Ilannali ,  Daughter  of  Mr.  Abel  & 
Mrs.  Marcy  Seely,  died  Nov'  y"  19, 
I      1746,  aged  I  year&  11  months. 
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This  Stone  was  erected  hy  Seth  Seelye, 
Jun.  in  commemoration  of  his 
late  wife, 

Abigail  Scelije,  who  died  July  S"', 
iSoo,  in  the  31"  year  of  her  age. 
In  memory  of 
Ezra  Seeleij,  died  Aug.  14,  1S27, 

aged  01  years. 
JJat'l/,  wife  of  Ezra  Seelev,  died  Aug. 
7,  1S22,  .E.  81. 

Here  lyes  Buried  y  Body  of 
Ensign  Xathan  Seeli/e.  who  de- 
parted this  life  April  30,  1766,  in  y" 
year  of  his  age. 

Here  lyeth  y"  Body  of 
Eunice,      wife  of  Nathan  Seelye,  who 
died  June  6"",  1745,  in  y'         year  of 
her  Age. 

tfentiett  E.,  wife  of  George  B.  Secley, 

died  Jan.  7.  1850,  JE.  35. 
IHnvij  E.f  iheir  daughter,  died  Dec. 
22,  1S47,  jS..  6  yrs.  &  2  months. 
In  Memory  of 
Nathaniel   Seelije,   who  departed 
this  life  March  27,  17S6,  in  y*'  S5  year 
of  His  Age. 

In  memory  of 
Mrs.  Elizahcfli  Seehje,   wife  of 
Mr.  Nathaniel  Seelye,  who  departed 
this  life  December  9"",  1781,  in  y  79''" 
year  of  Her  Age. 

In  memorv  of 
Lieut,  yafltau  Seel  nr.  who  de- 
parted this  Life  June  24"'.  17S7,  Aged 
4.}  Years  wanting  21  days. 

In  memory  of 
Mrs.  Deborah  Seeli/e,   Relict  of 
Lieut.  Nathan  Seelye,  who  died  Sept. 
22'>,  1811,  in  the  69"'  year  of  her  age. 
In  memory  of 
FclllJ,  wife  of  Roswell   Seeley,  who 

died  Sept.  9,  1838,  aged  46  years. 
James  II.,  son  of  Roswell  &  Polly 
Seeley,  Died  Nov.  23,  1848,  ^E.  19.  I 
In  memory  of  | 
Ituth  Seeleif,  wife  of  Joseph  Seeley, 
who  died  Oct.  8,  1S15   aged  29  years. 
In  memorj'  of 
3Irs.  Befset/  Secleij,  wife  of  Mr. 
Joseph  Seeley.  who  died    Dec.  24, 
1824,  aged  40  years.  j 
In  memory  of  ' 
3Iarij  E.,  daughter  of  Joseph  &  Ruth 
Seeley,  who  died  May  ri,  1835,  aged  ■ 
24  years.  I 
Here  lyes  the  Body  of  ' 
Seth  Seelye,  Dec'  July  y  29"',  1727,  [ 
in  y"  iS'''  year  of  His  Age. 


In  Memory  of 
Deac'^  Sctli  Sceli/e,  who  died  May 
23'',  1S17,  in  the  79  yr  of  his  age. 
Blessed  are  the  dead  who  die  in  the  Lord. 

In  Memory  of 
Mrs. 'Joanna  Scelf/e,  Wife  of  Deac" 
Seth  Seelye,  Who  departed  this  life 
Feb'J"  25"',  1797,  In  the  62''  year  of 
her  age. 

In  Memory  of 
Miss  Anne   Sedge,  Daughter  of 
Deac"  Seth  &  Mrs.  Joanna  Seelye, 
who  died  June  25"',  1S15,  in  the  53'' 
year  of  her  age. 

In  memory  of 
SefJt  Scelcg,  who  died  Nov.  2,  1844, 
aged  28  yrs. 

Don't  mourn  my  wife  and  children  so  dear, 

I  am  not  dead  but  sleeping  here  ; 
My  peace  is  made,  my  grave  vou  see. 
Prepare  tor  death  and  follow  me. 

We  know  that  our  redeemer  lives, 
We  trust  the  promises  he  gives. 
And  part  in  hope  to  meet  above 
Where  all  is  joy  and  all  is  love. 

SefJi  Seeleg,  son  of  Mr.  Samuel  O. 
&  Mrs.  Sally  Seelye,  died  March  30"', 
1814,  aged  16  months  &  16  days. 

Abia/i  Slicrnian,  Died  May  28, 
1717,  aged  19  \  ears. 

Elnathan  S/iernian ,  aged  about  8 
years  C'ld,  Wtio  died  April  15,  1717. 
Here  lyes  Buried  y"  Body  of 

Mr.  Amos  S/n'rman,  Who  Depart- 
ed this  life.  Decern''  li"",  1760,  in  y» 
36'''  year  of  his  age. 

Sacred  to  the  memory  of 

Anson  Sberma>i ,  who  died  at 
Orange  Springs,  New  Jersey,  July  19, 
1S35,       44  yrs. 

Here  lyes  Buried  the  Body  of 

Capt.  Da  rid  S/ier)nan,  who  de- 
parted this  life  Jan'  y»  i  Anno  Dom"', 
1753.  in  y"  88"'  year  of  his  age. 

[See  opposite.] 

Here  lyes  Buried  the  Body  of 
Mrs,  Marcg  Sherma n .  Wife  to 
Capt.  David  Sherman  Who  Departed 
this  life  Aug.  19  A.  D.  1745,  in  y"  75"' 
year  of  her  age. 

Here  lyes  Buried  the  Bodv  of 
Lieut.  Dariti  Slu  rman,  Who  De- 
parted this  life  July  y^'  S"'  Anna  Uom"', 
1752,  in  y'-  60  year  of  His  Age. 

Here  lyes  the  Bodv  of 
3Irs,  Dinah  Slier  man.  Wife  to 
Mr.  David  Sherman,   Dec'  April  y" 
13"".  1732,  in  ye  37'''  Year  of  Her  Age. 
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Sarah  Tho^)ipson,  2'  Wife  of  Lieut. 

David  Sherman,   . 

Here  lyes  Buried  the  Bodv  of 
David  Sherman,  Who  was 
killed  by  lightning  in  the  House  of 
God  at  public  worship  on  the  2S"^  of 
July,  I77i,iny' ss""  Year  of  His  Age. 
Here  lyes  y  Body  of 
Htlrs.  ISLarii  Sliernian ,  Wife  to  Mr. 
David  Sherman  and    Dau"'    of  Mr. 
Stephen  &  Mrs.  Eunice  Starling,  Who 
departed  this  Life  May  y'  2S"',  1765, 
in  y'  25""  Year  of  Her  Age. 
This  Stone  is  erected  to  the  memory  of 
Capt.  Darid  SJicrntan ,  who  died 
August  22',  iSio,  in  the  54''"  year  of 
his  age. 

Also  of  his  son, 
David  Sherman,  who  was  sup- 
posed to  be  lost  on  his  passage  from 
Washington  in  North  Carolina  to 
New  York  with  his  whole  crew  in 
the  schooner  Recover}-  about  the  20"^ 
of  Decera'•^  iSoo,  in  the  25"'  year  of 
his  age. 


In  Memor}'  of 
Mrs.  Jtehecca,  Wife  of  Capt.  David 
Sherman,  who  died  Mar.  4,  1S25,  aged 
70  years. 

In  Memory  of 
Isaar  Sherjtia  11 ,  son  of  Mr.  David 
&  Mrs.  Rebecca  Sherman,  died  ^Ll^ch 
y"  ig"',  A.  D.  17S4,  Aged  14  months 
&  5  days. 

In  memory  of 

ilfi'.  Ehoiezei'  Sherma  11.  who  died 
Sept.  2S''',  1S19,  aged  60  years. 

Ilerveij  Sherman ,  son  of  Mr.  Sterl- 
ing &  Mrs.  Anna  Sherman,  died  July 
I*',  l3o5,  aged  2  months  &  15  days. 
In  memory  of 

Mrs.  Jemima  Sherman ,  Relict  of 
Mr.  Nathaniel  Sherman,  who  died 
Feb>'  lo"",  1S06,  in  the  77'''  year  of  her 
age. 

Mattlieiv  SItcrman.  born  Oct.  21, 

A.  D.,  1645,  died  A.D.,  169S. 

And 

Hannah  liuUdey,  his  wife,  died 
about  1712. 


MATTHEW  5:'HERMAI{. 

l^orq  Oct  2r=  Jk  .D.  16^3 
Died  —  ^.UJ5^8 

-HIS  \^ir€. 

^ied  about  j^.D.  iyi2. 

Creeled,  by  l^HMlafd  d  Lacry    li^y . 


i 
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Here  lies  the  body  of 
Deac'^  Setli   S/n  r)H(in,   Who  de- 
parted this  life,  August  7"',  1007,  in 
the  53  year  of  his  age. 
Pause  and  consider  where  the  ^ood  man  lies, 
Mark  well  his  path  and  follow  to  the  skies. 

Here  lyes  Buried  the  Body  of 
3Ir.  Andrew  Slici  icood,  Who  de- 
parted this  Life,  Nov  23'',  1767,  in 
the  47""  Year  of  His  Age. 

In  Memory  of 
Anna    W.,   daughter  of  Charles  & 
Miranda  B.  Sherwood,  who  died  July 
19,  1S37,  .iE.  3  mos.  &  22  ds. 
David  Shertcood,  1763. 

This  monument  is  erected  to  tlie 
memory  of 
Cajit.  David  S/iei  ivnotI,  who  de- 
parted this  life,  July  17"',  1811,  in  the 
4g'''  year  of  his  age. 
Time  was,  like  me,  he  life  possessest. 
And  time  shall  be  when  I  shall  rest. 

Ephraiin  S.  S/ierirood,  died  Nov. 
3,  1867,       89  yrs.  &  9  mo. 

In  memory  of 

Sallij,  wife  of  Ephraim.  Sherwood,  who 
died  Oct.  25,  1826,  aged  44  years. 

Sarah,  wife  of  Ephraim  S.  Slierwood, 
died  April  4,  T857,  ^E.  76  vs.  &  10  mo. 
Here  lyes  Buried  the  Body  of 

3Ir,  Gnrdon  Sherirood ,  who  de- 
parted this  life  August  y*  22"',  1772, 
in  y"  32"''  year  of  his  age. 

Here  lyes  Buried  the  Body  of 

Capt.  John  Slifrivood,  who  de- 
parted this  Life  Sept.  the  17'",  1779, 
in  y"  74""  year  of  His  Age. 
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Here  lyes  y"  Body  of 
Mrs.  JIarif  Shcrtrood,  Wife  to 
Capt.  John  Sherwood,  Who  departed 
this  Life  June  y"  12"',  1767,  in  y«  58"> 
year  of  Her  Age. 

Tjltrij,  Daughter  of  Mr.  Philemon  and 
Mrs.  Hepzibnh  Sherwood,  was  born 
June  ID,  1795,  &  died  March  27,  1799. 

Here  lyes  the  Body  of 
Capt.  3laUliew   SJiernood,  de- 
parted this  life  y"  26'^  of  October, 
1715,  in  y'  72  Vear  of  his  age. 

Here  lyes  the  Body  of 
Mrs.  Mart/  Slierwood,  wife  to 
Capt.  Matthew  Slierwood,  aged  about 
87  years.    Dec'  December  25,  1730. 

Here  lyes  the  Body  of 
MattJutr   Sherwood,  that  deces'* 
22  year,  1700  [or  1709.] 

Here  lies  the  Body  of 
Nathaniel  Sherwood,  who  died 
Octob''  2  ',  17S4,  in  the  78"'  year  of  his 
age. 

In  memory  of 
3Irs.  Mercij  Sherwood,  Wife  of 
Mr.  Nathaniel  Sherwood,  who  died 
July  26,  1779,  in  the  76'''  year  of  her 
age. 

Philemon  Sherwood,  died  April 
19,  1S38,  aged  76  years. 

Ilepsihah ,  wife  of  the  late  Philemon 
Sherwood,  died  Sept.  9,  1848,  yE.  82 
yrs. 
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In  memory  of  I 

NatJianiel  ShcriroofI,  son  of  Mr.  ; 

Philemon  and  Mrs.  Hepzibah  Sher- 
wood, who  was  drowned   Ma\-  ii,  j 
1807,  in  the  20""  3-ear  of  his  age.  1 

Dear  lovely  Son  nnd  Brother  j 
Vain  is  the  wish  that  calls  thee  back  asain, 
Vain  is  the  wish,  heaven  is  thy  natal  shore  : 
There  free  from  sorrow,  free  from  every  pain  j 
To  thee  the  ills  of  life  are  known  no  more.  j 

Hebecca  J,,  daughter  of  Mr.  Charles  ! 

&  Mrs.  Lois  Slierwood,  died  Dec.  30,  | 

iSiS,  aged  7  months  &  23  days.  j 
Here  lyes  Buried  the  Body  of 

Capt.  Sdniiiel  SJi  erf  rood.  Dec*  i 

Nov''  y^  10,  .'liiiio  Doiinii  1732,  in  the  j 

52  year  of  His  -Age.  | 

Here  lyes  the  Bodv  of  i 

Rehekali  Hhat  wood.  Wife  to  Capt.  \ 

Samuel  Sharwood,  Aged  40  Years.  I 
Dec*  M.ay  16"',  1721-2. 

Here  Ives  y*  Bodv  of 
M^rs,  Mai  If  Sherwood,  Widow  of 
Capt.  Samuel  Sherwood,  Who  died 
Sept.  iS">,  1743,  in  y«  61"  year  of  her 
age. 

In  memory  of 
Capt.   Samuel   Sherwood,  who 

died  Sept.  lo''^,  1S02,  in  the  71''  year 
of  his  age. 

In  memory  of 
^nn,  relict  of  Hezekiah  Bradley,  for- 
merly the  wife  of  Capt.  Samuel  Sher- 
wood, who  died  Dec.  26,  1822,  aged 
84. 

In  memory  of 

Stephen  Shericood,  who  died  July 
12,  1837,  aged  89  years.  ] 
Here  Ives  the  Body  of 

Doct^.  Thomas  Sherwood,  who 
Dec**  May  y^  7''',  1727,  in  y-  41^'  year  1 
of  his  age.  I 

JLmanda  J^ouisa.  only  child  of  Ste- 
phen &  Harriet  Silliman,  who  died  1 
Feb.  8,  183S,  ^.  17  mo,  S  ds.  j 
In  memory  of  j 

Daniel  Sill iiiian,  Esqr..  who  de-  ; 
parted  this  Life  Feb''  25"',  A.  D.  1773, 
in  the  52  Year  of  his  age.  | 
In  memory  of  j 

Mrs.  Sarah  Sillhiian.W \(e  of  Mr. 
Daniel  Silliman,  that  departed  this 
life  February  y'  22'',  A.  D.  1773,  aged  - 
48  years.  ; 

Hannah  Silliman,  Daug  ^  of  Na- 
thaniel &   Hannah    Silliman,  Dec"* 
Feb''?  y*  18,  1826,  Aged  2  years  &  10  | 
mo. 


Sacred  to  the  memory  of 
Lorefta.  Daughter  of  Capt.  Nathaniel 

(S:  Mrs.  Chloe  Silliman,  who  was  born 

Sept.  23,  1791,  &  died  Aug''  24,  1794, 

aged  2  j'ears  11  months  I  day. 
Here  lyes  Buried  v"  Bodv  of 
3Irs.  Until  Silli man.  Wife  to  Mr. 

Robert  Silliman,  Who  Departed  this 

life  March  y'  ic,^^,  1756,  Aged  58  years 

I  month  &  15  Das. 
Ithoda   Silliman,  Daug''^  of  Mr. 

Robert  &  Mrs.  Ruth  Silliman,  Died 

April  22'^  A.  D.  1739,  aged  3  years, 

9  months  &  16  Days. 

Here  lyes  y*  Body  of 
Jtllfit  Silliman,  y"  Dau"'  of  Robert 

&  Ruth  Silliman,  aged  6  years  i  mo. 

&  2  days;  who  Died  Sept.  23,  1727. 
In  memory  of 
Capt.  SetJi  Sillimdn,  who  died 

March  31",  1S08,  in  the  67""  year  of 

his  age. 

In  memory  of 
Mrs.  Lois  Silli  man,  wife  to  Capt. 
Seth  Silliman,  who  Died  July  13,  1807, 
in  the  63''  year  of  her  age. 

In  memory  of 
Mr.  Seth  Silliman,  son  of  Capt. 
Seth  &  Mrs.  Lois  Silliman,  who  died 
Dec^  I'",  1794,  aged  21  years,  I  month 
&  7  days. 

In  memory  of 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Seth  Silliman,  who 
died  Oct.  10,  1S26,  aged  54  years. 
In  memory  of 
Mr.  Josiah  Smith,  who  departed 
this  Life  August  26"',  1794,  Aged  37 
years. 

In  memory  of 
Leivis,  son  of  Tertullus  Stephenson  & 
Sarah  his  Wife,  who  died  Sept.  ii, 
1805,  JE.  9  years. 

In  memory  of 
Ahijah  Sterling,  Esqr,,  who  died 
March  I7»'',  1802,  in  the  57"'  year  of 
his  age. 

In  memory  of 
Mrs,  Eunice  Sterling,  relict  of 

Abijah  Sterling,  Esq.,  who  died  Feb. 

15,  1816,  in  the  73  year  of  her  age. 
George,  Son  of  Mr.  David  &  Mrs. 

Deborah  Sterling,  died    March  5"», 

1802,  aged  I  year  &  2  days. 

Here  lyes  y"  Body  of 
Mrs.  Hannah  Starling,  wife  to 

Mr.  Jacob    Starling,  who  departed 

this  life  June  y  14"',  1756,  in  77"" 

year  of  her  age. 
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Here  lyes  the  Body  of 
Mclvij   Sterlinf/,   Daugh"'   of  Mr. 
Jacob  &  Mrs.  Hannah  Sterling,  who 
died  March  2"',  Anno  Dom.  1737,  in 
ye  23'!  year  of  her  age. 

In  memory  of 
Mr.  Sherwood  Stciliuf/.  who  died 
Sept.  22>',  1S02,  in  the  29'^  year  of  his 
age. 

In  memory  of 
Mr.  Stephen  Sferfhif/f  who  depart- 
ed this  life  Oct"  23^,  1797,  in  the  43 
year  of  his  age. 

In  Memory  of 
Mr.  Stejthen  Steriiut/,  who  depart- 
ed this  life  March  19"',  1793,  in  the 
•81*' year  of  his  age. 

To  the  memory  of 

Eunice  Sferlhtg,  wife  of  Stephen 
Sterling,  who  died  October  8,  iSoS, 
aged  88  years. 

Sacred  to  the  memory  of 

NehemiaJi  Sfrontj,  T-Zs<[.,  Formerly 
Professor  of  Mathernatiks  and  Nat- 
ural Philosophy  in  Yale  College. 
He  died  August  13,  1807,  in  the  So"" 
year  of  his  Age. 


Sacred  the  memory  of 
3frs.  Mftri/  Stroiif/,  late  Consort  of 
NelieiTiiah  Strong,  Esqr.,  formerly 
Professor  of  Mathematics  and  natural 
Philosophy  in  Yale  College.  She 
died  January  23'^  A.  D.  1607,  Anno 
.^tat  sue  76. 

Death  like  an  overtlowinj;  stream 
Sweeps  us  away,  our  life's  a  dream. 

Joseph  Strong,  died  March  23,  1816, 
in  the  75  year  of  his  age. 

In  memory  of 

Mrs.   Comfort   Strong,  Wife  of 
Joseph  Strong,  Esqr.,  who  died  Feb. 
14''',  1S04,  in  the  65'''  year  of  her  age. 
In  memory  of 

Comfort,  Wife  of  Joseph  Strong,  who 
died  Sept.  13,  1841,  Aged  77  years. 
In  memory  of 

Char  it  If  Strong,  Dau"  of  Mr.  Jos- 
eph &  Mrs.  Comfort  Strong,  VVho 
departed  this  life  Aiigust  y*  5"",  1776, 
in  the  19'''  month  of  her  age. 

Miss  A)ni(i,   Daughter   of  Joseph 
Strong,  Esqr.,  and  .\I  rs.  Comfort  his 
Wife,  departed  this  life  July  2'\  1798, 
In  the  19'''  Year  of  her  Age. 
Rest  in  sueet  slumbers,  lovely  Sister,  rest. 
Thy  life  be  copied  and  iliy  memory  blest. 
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In  memory  of 
Miss  Comfort  Strong.  Daughter 
of  Joseph  Strong,  Esqr.,  and  Mrs. 
Comfort  his  wife,  who  departed  this 
life  March  7"',  iSoi,  in  the  20"'  year 
of  her  age. 

Stop  friend  and  drop  tlie  pittying  tear 
O'er  these  lov'd  remains  beneath  this  sod, 

Yet  think  their  spirits  rest  not  here 
But  ia  the  bosom  of  their  God. 

In  meinorv  of 
?Iiss  Surah  Strong,  Datighter  of 
Joseph  Strong.  Esqr.     Mrs.  Comfort 
Strong,  who  died  Oct"  iS'^,  1S04,  in 
the  33'^  year  of  her  age. 

In  memory  of 
Tvyphenn ^  wife  of  John  Strong,  of 
Fairfield,  who  died  Sept.  10,  1829, 
aged  56  3  ears  &  6  niontlis. 

In  memory  of 
Aaron  Samplers,  who  died  Feb. 
24,  1826,  aged  81  years. 

In  memory  of 
Suldah  Sioiinters,  wife  of  Aaron 
Summers,  who  died  April  22,  1837, 
aged  83  years. 

In  Memory  of 
Alice  Sannnen^,  who  died  March 
26,  1S23,  aged  62  years. 

In  memor\-  of 
Elnathan   Sii  miners,    who  died 
Dec.  9,  1831.  aged  05  years. 

Urania,  danghter  of  Elnathan  Sum- 
mers, died  Dec.  7.  1849,  Aged  63 
years. 

Here  lyes  y  body  of 
Enoch  Sum mers,  son  of  Mr.  Daniel 
and  Mrs.  Eunice  Summers,  who  de- 
parted this  life  March  y  12"',  1759,  in 
y  is""  year  of  his  age. 

In  memory  of 
3Ir.  flabez  Summers,  who  died 
Aug"  21",  1801,  aged  80  years  &  27 
days. 

In  Memory  of 
Mrs.  Ahiah  Sii miners,  who  died 
Sepf  S'-"^,  1S07,  in  the  84'^  year  of  her 
age. 

In  memory  of 
Mary  Summers,  who  died  Jan.  12, 
1824,  aged  So  years. 

Precious  in  the  si^ht  of  the  Lord  is  the  death 
of  his  saints. 

In  memory  of 
Mrs.  Mary  Summers,  who  died 
April  ig"",  1806,  in  the  25"^  year  of 
her  age. 


In  memory  of 
3Iari/  Summers,   wife  ot  Samuel 
Summers,  who  died  Feb.  2'',  iSii,  in 
the  66"'  year  of  her  age. 

In  meinorv  of 
Miss  Ilhoda  Su m  liters,  who  died 
Aug.  12,  1S23,  in  her  37  year. 

Here  lyes  Buried  the  Bodv  of 
Mr.  Xatlian  Summers,  Who  De- 
parted this  Life  Decern''  v'  13,  1772, 
in  y  70"'  ^  ear  of  His  Age. 

Here  lyes  the  Body  of 
Mrs.  Comfort  Su  miners.  Wife  of 
Mr.  Nathan  Summers,  Who  departed 
this  Ife  Octob''  }    4"',  1763,  in  y  63'' 
Year  of  Her  Age. 

Here  lies  the  bod\-  of 
Mrs.  Martha  Summers,  Wife  of 
Nathan  Summers,  who  died  Oct.  26''', 
1751,  in  y  jo'"^  year  of  her  Age. 
In  memory  of 
Samuel  Su  in  mers,  who  died  June 
16''',  iSio,  in  the  74"'  year  of  his  age 
Here  lyes  y"  Body  of 
3Irs.  Euniee  Su m mers.  Wife  of 
Mr.  Samuel  Summers,  Who  departed 
this  Life  Feb''>  8"',  1766,  in  ye  25"^ 
Year  of  Her  Age. 

In  iTiemory  of 
Capt.   Sfejilten    Sinnmers,  who 
died  July  16"',  1811,  in  the  68"'  year 
of  his  age. 

.Also  of  his  son, 
Stephen  Su inmers,  Jun^.,  Master 
of  the  Brig  William,  who  with  his 
crew  were  lost  Nov''  iSto,  aged  34 
years. 

XatlianieJ  Thor2),<V\td  Jan. 9,  1S36, 
.-E.  38. 

Died  Jan.  26,  1S26,  an 
Infant,  daughter  of   Nathaniel  and 
Mary  Ann  thorp,  aged  4  mo.  &  i3 
da_,  s. 

Died  Jan.  7,  1S28, 
Emilij,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  &  Mary 

Ann  Thorp,  aged  ii  mo.  &  17  davs. 
Ch-andison  B.  T re  ad  well ,  died 

Sept.  24,  1S65,       61  )  ears,  4  Mo. 
Huth  Ann,  his  wife,  died  April  22, 

1869.  AL.  ss  yrs.  2  Mo. 
Naomij,  daughter  to  Lieut.  He.  ekiah 

&  Mrs.  Mehitable  Tredwell,  who  died 

A.  D.,  August  the  12"',  1744,  in  the 

12"'  year  of  her  age. 

Elizabeth    Treadu-ell,  Deceased 
May  10,  1709,  In  Her  4"'  year. 
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Here  lyes  the  Body  of 

JT.  Treadwell,  Dessed  Apl.   

In  Her  23  — . 

Here  lyes  the  Body  of 
Sauiuel    Treadivcll,  Died  Febray 
the  2S,  1717. 

Here  lyes  Buried  v"  Body  of 
3X/'.  Stcplun  Treadwell,  Who  De- 
parted this  Life  Nov'  23'',  Anno  Dom- 
ini, 1753,  in  y  44'''  year  of  His  Age. 

Here  lyes  y''  Body  of 
Timothy  Tredivell,  of  this  place, 

Who  deed  Sept'  about  y"  20"^,  aged 

about  37  years.  1720. 
.S.  r.    [Probably  a  Treadwell.] 
Sarah  Treadirell,  Died  Dec.  24">, 

1709. 

H.  T.,  i6gg.     [In  ihe  Treadwell  row 

of  stones.] 
2).  T.,  l6q6.    [In  Treadwell  row.] 

E.  T.  [and]  E.  [and]  M.—B.  [In 
Treadwell  row.] 

E.  T.,  1 70S.    [In  the  Treadwell  row.] 

Clark  31.  Tattle,  died  December  8. 
1867,  aged  59  \  rs.  3  mos.  li:  21  days. 

LorintJia,  wife  of  Clark  M.  Tuttle 
&  daughter  of  Abel  &  Ruth  Hubbeil, 
died  May  19,  1852,  .E.  3S. 

Here  lyes  y'  Body  of  y" 
Rev.  3Ir.    Xatlianiel  Tackcr, 

Who  died  December  20''',  1747,  in  y 
23'  Year  of  His  Age  ;  Who  was  Rec- 
tor of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  Con- 
necticut Farms  in  Elizabeth  Town  in 
New  Jersey. 

Here  lyes  Buried  the  Bodv  of 
3Ir.IIeiir>i  Wakelinq,  who  Died 
Janu'y  g""  Anno  Doi/i"',  1743,  in  y* 
60""  year  of  his  age. 

Here  lyeth  the  Body  of 
Rachel  If'akliu,  Who  Dep.irted  this 

life  in  the    year  of  Her  Age, 

March  10,  1703. 

Here  lyes  Buried  the  Body  of 
3Ir.  Zebiilon    If'akelee,  who  de- 
parted this  life,  July  1",  1767,  in  y" 
55"^  year  of  his  age. 

Sarah  B.,  Daughter  of  Rufus  and 
Marv  Way,  died  July  30,  1859,  aged 
3  mo.  and  9  ds. 
Sleep  on  dear  Babe  and  take  thy  rest. 
We  mourn  thy  absence  now  but 
Soon  the  trump  of  God  shall  sound 
And  we  again  Behold  thy  lovely  face. 


I  In  memory  of 

Cajit.  Wdliani  Worde}i .who  d\ei\ 
Oc\^  27"^,  1S08,  in  the  75'"  }-ear  of  his 
age. 

In  iTiemor\'  of 
Anna  Wordin.  Wife  of  Capt.  Wil- 
liam Wordin.  who  died  Aug*'  27''', 
1S05,  in  the  68"'  year  of  his  age. 
Here  Ives  the  Bodv  of 
Elixaheth  Wei—,  [probably  Wells] 
that  deceased  in  the  year  1706. 
In  memorv  of 
Jedediali  Jf  ells,  who  died  March  g, 
1S27,  aged  75. 
I  In  memory  of 

Ifaiuiah .  Wife  of  Jedediah  Wells, 
who  died  June  5,  1S3S,  aged  84  years. 

In  memory  of 
Cliaritfi   Hells,  who   died  Oct.  2, 
:       1 84 1,  .E.  61  y  rs. 

i  Ellen  Wells,  Wife  of  Henry  Man- 
1  ning.  Died  Sept.  20,  1867;  83 
I      years  6  mos. 

'  Here  lyes  Buried  y"  Body  of 

;  Jlrs.   Laeif   Wells,  Wife   to  Mr. 

ledediah  Wells,  who  departed  this 
;      life  Ocf  y  28,  A.  D.  1751,  in  y"  23'' 

year  of  her  age. 

j  Behold  as  you  pass  by 

1  As  you  are  now  so  once  was  I, 

!  As  I  am  now  so  you  must  be, 

i  Prepare  for  death  and  follow  me. 

Here  lyes  v"  Body  of 
Mrs.  Bath  Wells,  wife  to  .Mr,  David 
Wells,  who  departed  this  life  July  y" 
y\  1766,  in  ye  35"^  year  of  her  age. 
In  Memory  of 
3Ir.  Stephen  Wells,  who  died  Sept. 
II,  1825,  aged  70  years. 

In  memorv  of 
Jlrs.  3Iarij,  relict  of  .Mr.  Stephen 
t      Wells,  who  died  Sept.  11,  1827,  aged 
I      69  years. 
Frances   C<iroli ne.    Daughter  of 
Robert  W.  &  .Amelia  Wetmore,  died 
April  I'',  1797,  Aged  14  days. 
■  In  memory  of 

Mr.  Benja )nin  tf'heeler,  who  de- 
parted this  Life  Dec'  26"",  1798,  In 
the  74""  Year  of  his  Age. 

In  memory  of 
3Irs.  JIari/  Wheeler,  Wife  of  .Mr. 
Benjamin  Wheeler,  who  departed  this 
life  Aug"'  13"',  179S,  In  the  71"  year 
of  her  Age. 

Chaiincey  Wheeler,  died  April  — , 
i      1803,  JE.  52. 
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Caroline  his  wife,  died  May  13, 
1853,  yE.  92. 

Here  lyes  the  Body  of 
Isaac  If'fieeier,  that  Decesed  Apr. 
I,  1712,  Age  70  yrs. 

Here  lyes  Buried  y''  Bodv  of 
Doctr,  Joint    Jl'fteefer,  Who  De- 
parted this  life  Sepf  12"',  1747,  in  y 
64"'  year  of  his  Age. 

In  Memory  of 
3Ir.  John  IMieeler,  Who  died  Sept. 
12"",  1790,  aged  So  years  10  months  & 
3  days. 

In  memory  of 
3Irs.  Dorotfi  1/  M  heelev,  Relict  of 
Mr.  John  Wheeler,  who  died  Oct.  g"', 
1800,  in  the  87'^  year  of  her  age. 

Here  lyes  y*"  Body  of 
Lucy  Ifhceler,   D.Tughter  of  Mr. 
Hezekiah  &  Mrs.  Abigail  Wheeler, 
Who  departed  this  Life  Nov.  26'", 
1768,  in  y-  I4">  Year  of  Her  Age. 

Here  lyes  Buried  y"  Body  of 
Nehemiaii  M  heeler,  son  of  Doct. 
John  &  Mrs.  Hannah  Wheeler,  Who 
DeC^  Novemb^  ye  25''',  Anno  1726,  in 
ye  ^th  yg^r  of  His  .Age. 

Nichols  C.    Wliceler,  died  Feb.  6, 

1859.  J£.  65. 
Polly,  wife  of  Nicholas  C.  Wheeler, 

died  -Aug.  29,  1S53,  J£.  61. 

In  memory  of 
3Iiss  Sarah   If'heehr,   Dau"  of 
Amos  Wheeler,  Esqr.,  of  Brookfield. 
\vho  died  Aug.  13,  1805,  in  the  14''' 
year  of  her  age. 

Stay  passenjc-r,  this  stone  demands  thy  tears. 
Here  lies  a  parent's  hope  of  tender  years. 
Our  sorrows  now,  but  late  our  joy  and  praise, 
I.osl  in  the  mild  aurora  of  her  days. 
What  virtue  might  have  graced  her  fuller  day  ! 
But  ah  !  the  charm  just  shown,  and  snatched 
away. 

Friendship,  love,  nature;  all  reclaim  in  vain. 
Heaven  when  it  will  refuses  its  gifts  again. 

Here  lyes  Buried  the  Body  of 
Mr.  Timothy  Jf'heeler,  who  died 
March  5"^,  1752,  in  y  62'^  year  of  his 
his  age. 

Here  lyes  y"  Body  of 
Mrs.  Ann  If'heeler,  widow  o{  Mr. 
Timothy  Wheeler,  who  departed  this 
life  July  the  iS"',  1764,  in  y"  72''  year 
of  her  age. 

Timothy  mieeler,  son  of  Mr.  Tim- 
othy &  Mrs.  Grissel  Wheeler,  was 
born  Sept.  3'^  &  died  Sepf  28"',  1790. 


j  In  .Memory  of 

j  Wm.  B.  nil eeler,  who  deed  July 
20,  1842,  aged  33  yrs. 
Don't  mourn  my  friends  and  parents  dear, 
I  am  not  dead,  bui  sleeping  here  ; 

I         My  peace  is  made,  my  grave  you  see, 

j         Prepare  for  death  and  tollow  me. 

In  memory  of 
ElizafjCtJl,  ddugh'^  oi  Bennet&  Susan 
C.  Whitney,  Died  Dec.  29,  1839,  .,■£. 
II  weeks. 

'  In  memory'  of 

Aai  'on  U  .  If  h  if  i )iy ,  who  died  Nov 

3^  1S33,  yE.  52  yrs. 
Sally,  Relict  of  Aaron  W.  Whiting, 
I      Died  Mar.  2,  1S66,  ^-E.  85  years,  9  mos. 

In  memory  of 
i  Polly,  daughter  of  Capt.  Daniel  Wild- 
j      man,  formerly  of  D.mbury,  who  died 
j      June  29,  1S14,  AL.  i  7. 
I  The  grave  of 

!  Abrahain  Wilson,  who  died  Sept. 
27.  1839,  aged  62  years. 
Eunice,  Wife  of   Abrah.Tm  Wilson, 
died  Feb.  28,  1S54,  ^E.  71. 

In  memory  of 
j  Mrs.  Eleanor  Jr//.sY>j<,  Wife  of  Mr. 
I  Amos  Wilson  &  Daughter  10  Mr.  Ben- 
j  jamin  &  Mrs.  Margaret  Lacey,  who 
I  departed  this  life  June  23,  1795  aged 
27  years  2  months  i  17  days. 

In  memory  of 
Ann  Wilson,  w\\o  died  Dec.  10,  1S56, 
Aged  60  years. 

I  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life  ;  he  that  be- 
lieveth  in  me  though  he  were  dead  yet  shall  he 
live. 

In  memory  of 
I  3Ers.  Anna  If  i/son,  who  departed 
!      this  life  (.)ct.  29,  1344,  aged  73  years 
j      &  3  months. 

j       Blessed  are  the  dead  who  die  in  the  Lord. 

J  The  Grave  of 

!  linrr  Wilson,  who  died  April  12, 

I      1S50,  jE.  76  years. 

i  liUt/i.WUe  of  Burr  Wilson,  deed  June 

:      29,  1858,  Aged  84  years. 

In  Memory  of 
I  Isaac  Wilson,  son  of  Burr  &  Ruth 
1      Wilson,  who  died  June  28,  1826,  aged 
29  years. 

In  memory  of 
Capt.  Daniel  If  i/son,  who  died 

^lay  14,  1S22,  aged  52  years. 
3Iaria,  daughter  of  Daniel  &  Anne 
Wilson,  died  May  8,  1850,  aged  52 
J  years. 

Them  also  that  sleep  in  Jesus  will  God  bring 
I         with  him. 
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The  Grave  of  | 
Oliver  Gould,    son   of    Alfred  &  ! 
Louisa  Wilson,  who  died  Feb.  15,  | 
1837,  aged  5  mo  &  10  days.  j 
Death  came  like  a  winter's  day  ] 
And  snatched  our  lovely  babe  away.  | 

Etisebla  Goiihl,  Daua;hter  of  Alfred  ! 
&:  Louisa  Wilson,  dec^  Apr.  6,  1852,  j 
JE.  5  years  &  25  ds. 

The  grave  of  I 
Fairchilfl  M  ilsoii,  who  died  May  I 
28,  1848,       35  yrs.  5  mos.  &  9  ds.  j 
Triumphant  in  the  closing  eye 

The  hope  of  glory  shone  ; 
Joy  breathed  in  the  expiring  eye, 

To  think  the  race  was  run. 
Thy  passing  spirit  gently  tied, 

Sustained  by  grace  divine. 
O  may  such  grace  on  us  be  shed 

And  make  our  end  like  thine.  j 

James  WUson,  Died  Nov.  24,  1852,  \ 
J£.  82  yrs.  &  S  Mo.  i 
Sarah,  wife  of  James  Wilson,  Died  \ 
April  12,  1870,  JE..  93  yrs.  8  mos. 
In  memory  of 
3Ir.  James  Wilsmt,  son  of  Mr.  Rob- 
ert &  Mrs.  Catharine  Wilson,  who  was 
seized,  Sept.  4"",  at  Trinity,  in  New- 
foundland, of  the  illness  of  which  he  ! 
died  Oct.  12,  1773,  in  y*  32''  year  of  1 
his  age.  | 
Swift  as  the  sun  revolves  the  day  I 

We  hasten  to  the  dead. 
Slaves  to  the  mind  -we  puff  away, 

And  to  the  ground  we  tread. 
We  steer  our  course  up  thro' the  skies,  I 
Farewell  this  barren  land.  j 
There,  there  the  Dear  wealth  of  spirits  lies  1 
And  beckoning  Angels  stand.  j 

In  memory  of  \ 
Mrs.  Sarah  If  if  son.  wife  to  Mr. 
James  Wilson,  Dau'''  of  Mr.  Daniel 
&  Mrs.  Sarah  Morris,  who  departed 
this  life  March  the  29,  1771,  in  ye  26"" 
year  of  her  age. 

Come  courteous  friend,  come  drop  a  tear 

Over  these  dry  bones  &  say  : 
These  once  were  strong  as  mine  appear 

And  mine  must  be  as  they. 
T-iUs  should  these  mouldering  members  teach 

What  now  our  senses  learn,  1 
For  dust  &  ashes  loudest  preach 

Man's  infinite  concern. 

In  memory  of 
Mr.  John  Wilson.  J'un^.,  Son  of 

Mr.  Robert  i;  Mrs.  Catharine  Wilson, 
who  died  Ocf  20"',  A.  D.  1776,  in  : 
29'''  year  of  his  age.  1 
You  sacred  mourners  of  a  nobler  mould  I 
Bom  for  a  friend  whose  dear  embraces  hold  ■ 
Beyond  all  nature's  ties  you  that  have  known. 
Two  happy  souls  made  intimately  one. 
And  felt  a  parting  stroke,  'tis  you  must  tell. 
The  smart  tw  inges  &  the  racks  I  feel  borne. 

This  soul  of  mine  that  dreadful  wound  has 
Off  frcm  its  side  its  dearest  half  is  torn. 
The  rest  lies  bleeding  &  but  lives  to  mourn. 


In  memoo'  of 
Justus  Jf'llson.  who  died  Dec.  14, 
1S39,  aged  73. 

In  memory  of 
Cliarlti/,  wife  of  Justus  Wilson,  who 
died  .April  23.  1S50,  in  the  77  year  of 
her  age. 

Paulina  IVllsnn,  born  Agst.  16. 
1798,  died  April  23,  1S79. 

Her  soul  Rests  in  peace. 

Ilobert  If'lfson.  died  May  24,  1861, 

in  his  74'''  year. 
Sarali,  daughter  of  Robert  &  Sar.ih 

Wilson,  died  May  3,  1S59,      '^^r  24"' 

year. 

In  memory  of 
3Ir.  llohcrt  Wilson,  who  died  May 
II''',  1S13,  in  the  58'^'  year  of  his  age. 
Happy  the  man  who  consecrates  his  hours 
By  vig'rous  effort,  and  an  honest  aim. 
At  once  he  draws  the  sting  of  life  and  death  ; 
He  walks  with  wisdom  and  her  paths  are  peace. 

In  memory  of 
Eunice,  wife  of  Robert  Wilson,  who 
died  Dec.  i,  1823,  in  her  68  year. 
The  grave  of 
Patnella,  the  wife  of  Wyllys  Lyon 
and  daughter  of   Robert   &  Eunice 
Wilson.     She  died    Sept.  1",  1837, 
Aged  39  yrs.  2  mo.  12  ds. 

In  memory  of 
3Iiss  Eleanor  Wilson,  who  died 
Oct.  8,  1S24,  aged  29  years. 

The  Grave  of 
Sarah,  daughter  of  Robert  &  Sarah 
Wilson.    She  died  Nov.  16,  1835,  in 
her  7  year. 
Thou  art  gone,  bright  flower. 
Deep  was  our  grief  to  part 

With  one  so  lovely,  innocent  and  fair. 
Remembrance  long  will  wring  the  wounded 
heart 

And  hold  thy  beauteous  image  ever  there. 

In  memory  of 
Sat-ah  Wilson,  who  died  Sept.  30, 
1868,  .E.  68  yrs.' 

Asleep  in  Jesus. 
In  memory  of 
Sllllnian  Wilson,  who  died  July  8, 
1S33,  aged  63  yrs.  5  mo.  &  15  ds. 

In  memory  of 
Jthoda,  wife  of  Silliman  Wilson,  who 
died  April  6,  1S25,  aged  57  years,  i 
months  &  2  days. 

In  memory  of 
Saminers  If  llson,  son  of  Abraham 
&  Eunice  Wilson,  who  died  Sept.  21, 
1826,  aged  22  years. 
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In  memory  of 
JV'inthrop  If'ifson  ."who  died  Feb. 
3,  1826,  aged  33  years. 

Slai'ij,  Daughter  of  Thomas  &  Eliza- 
beth Woodward,  died  iS"'  Sept.  1S02. 

E.  jr.    i6g4.  A.  S. 

J.  r.  8S. 

E.  16S9. 

J?.  G.  1703. 

li.  J.  D.  S.    F.  12,  1731- 

Jf.  tT.    MJ'  14,  1712. 

E.  J.    June  II,  1716. 

3/.  t7.    Nov.  13,  1712. 

D.  D.  i63S. 
jlfj-s.  P.  C.   1 706. 
JS.  B.  1712. 

5.  eT".  16S9. 

A.  B.  16SS. 

O.  C.  1689. 
 ,  1690. 

Here  lies 
31.  J.    1733,  D.  Jan.  3. 
C.  J.  D.    JI.  J.  1693. 

E.  J.    J.  E.    17,  1695. 
J.  O.    1691,  S.  12. 

O.  fj.    M.  20,  170 — . 


Bridgeport. 

M,  S.    Aged  6      Who  died  June  17 
1717. 

S.  IT.  171S. 

B.  JT.  1696. 

E.  O.  Aged   17,  Who  died  Oc.  16 
1721. 

J.  II.  1690.    D.  M. 

M.  S.  171 1. 

B.  T.  1707,  A  pi.  9,  D. 

s.  a  1698. 

C.  B.  1700. 
A.  B.  16S8. 

  1699. 

S.  B.  1690. 

E.  B.  1699. 

3/.  98. 

A.  C.  1693. 

i).  C.  1699. 

3/.        Ds.  7,  1715. 

3".  r.  N.  1691. 

A.  S.  91. 

 1696. 

I.  II.  1689. 

Jf.    1 688. 

B.  II. 
S.  II. 

Here  lies  the  Body  of 
Matthetv  SJiei  ivoocl. 


CHAPTER  III. 


THE   BOROUGH  OF  BRIDGEPORT. 


ANY  plans  are  devised  at  the  present  day 
to  build  cities  as  a  matter  of  enterprise  and 
money-making,  but  Bridgeport  grew  up 
without  a  plan  or  in  spite  of  one.  Before 
the  Revolution  it  was  supposed  that  New 
Pasture  Point  would  develop  into  a  city, 
but  so  far  as  has  been  ascertained,  during 
that  war  a  point  of  trade  was  established  on 
the  west  side  of  the  harbor,  and  then  or 
soon  after,  was  called  Newheld.  In  1777 
the  name  is  first  found  recorded,  but  in  an 
accidental  way,  as  though  familiarly  used. 

In  January,  17S7,  Josiah  Lacey,  of  Strat- 
field,  Nathan  Seeley,  of  Danbury,  and  David 
Burr,  of  Fairfield,  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee by  the  Fairfield  County  Court  to  lay 
out  and  widen  the  highways  now  known  as  Main  street  and 
State  street.  The  former  is  designated  in  the  committee's 
report,  dated  April  13,  17S7,  as  "the  road  at  the  foot  of 
Golden  Hill,"  and  the  latter  as  "  the  road  from  the  dwelling- 
house  of  the  widow  Eunice  Hubbell,  near  the  stores  at  New- 
field,  to  the  town  line  between  Str^.tford  and  Fairfield." 
State  street,  as  a  highway,  was  laid  out  soon  after  November 
9,  1691.' 

In  May,  1787,  the  following  resolution  was  passed  by  the 
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'  State  Street  laid  out. 
"  Nov.  9,  1691.    Samuel  Sherman  and  Robert  Cune  was  chosen  and  appointed 
by  the  town  to  view  where  it  is  most  convenient  for  a  highway  to  pass  in  y"  Fair- 
field io  Paqiionnock  Harbor  and  to  treat  with  y"  persons  through  whose  land  said 
highway  should  pass. 
16 
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"Upon  report  of  a  committee  appointed  in  May  last, 
which  is  now  accepted  and  approved,  resolved  by  this 
Assembly  that  the  town  of  Stratford  be  and  they  are  hereby 
empowered  and  allowed  to  keep  and  maintain  a  public  Ferry 
n  said  town,  across  the  creek  or  harbour  called  New  Field 
Harbour,  from  the  point  of  land  called  New  Pasture  Point, 
below  Toby's  wharf,  to  the  opposite  shore  of  said  harbour  or 
creek,  to  and  on  to  land  of  Aaron  Hawley,  about  ten  rods 
south  of  said  Hawley's  dwelling  house,  and  that  two  suffi- 
cient boats  shall  be  constantl}'  kept,  one  on  each  side  of  said 
creek,  plying  from  shore  to  shore  as  occasion  may  require,  at 
the  places  aforesaid,  during  the  pleasure  of  this  Assembly,  all 
subject  to  the  same  relations  that  other  Ferries  in  this  State 
are  by  Law  subject  to." 

The  western  terminus  was  near  the  foot  of  the  present  Un- 
ion street,  but  the  facilities  afforded  by  it  were  not  sufficient  to 
accommodate  the  public,  and  in  May,  1791,  the  town  meeting 
of  Stratford  voted  its  consent  to  "  build  a  bridge  across  the 
Pequonnock  river  nearly  opposite  Cannon  and  Lockwood's 
wharf,"  and  in  the  same  month  the  Legislature  gave  author- 
ity to  Robert  Walker,  of  Stratford,  and  others  to  establish  a 
lottery  to  raise  the  funds  necessary  to  build  a  bridge  across 
Newfield  harbor,  and  appointed  a  committee  to  view  the 
circumstances  as  to  what  kind  of  a  bridge  would  be  needed, 
and  what  the  expense,  and  report  to  the  next  session. 

The  next  autumn  the  town  voted  to  request  the  General 
Assembly  that  if  a  bridge  was  built  by  lottery  the  expense  of 
maintaining  it  should  not  fall  upon  the  town. 

Upon  the  building  o^  this  bridge  it  became  necessary  to 
change  the  road  which  passed  around  the  point  along  the 
shore,  and  a  committee  of  the  Legislature  made  the  follow- 
ing as  a  part  of  their  report  concerning  it : 

"The  alterations  between  Newfield  Bridge  and  Benja- 
min's Bridge  are  grounded  on  the  necessity  of  avoiding  or 
shunning  the  road  now  traveled,  under  the  bank  where  the 
tide  flows,  which  renders  it  at  times  impassable,  to  the  det- 
riment of  travellers;  being  likewise  very  crooked,  which  is 
now  remedied  by  a  straight  line  on  good  ground  through 
Asa  Benjamin's  rope  walk.    Twenty  rods  of  the  south  part 
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thereof  must  be  taken  up  and  shifted  to  the  north  end, 
together  with  his  wheel  house,  which  is  thirty  feet  in  length, 
and  subject  him  to  the  necessity  of  purchasing  a  lot  of  land 
of  about  seven  acres  at  an  extravagant  price,  beside  the 
expense  of  taking  up  the  rope  walk." 

The  committee  recommended  that  three  hundred  and 
thirty  dollars  damages  should  be  paid  to  i\sa  Benjamin  by 
the  town  of  Stratford.  The  road  was  made,  and  liberty 
given  to  Stratford  to  set  up  a  toll-gate  at  Lottery  Bridge  ni 
Newtield,  for  the  support  of  that  and  Benjamin's  bridge, 
which  was  done  in  1799.  ^797  Benjamin's  bridge  was 

voted,  by  the  town,  to  be  "  rebuilt  and  made  eighteen  feet 
wide." 

In  March,  1800,  the  town  voted  to  lay  out  a  "new  road 
from  New  Pasture  Point  to  Old  Mill  road."  This  was  what 
is  now  East  Main  street. 

In  the  report  of  the  committee  fixing  the  place  from 
which  the  ferry  should  start  on  the  east  side  of  the  harbor, 
they  say,  "from  a  point  of  land  called  New  Pasture  Point 
below  Toby's  wharf."  This  wharf  seems  to  have  been  the 
same  as  mentioned  in  a  deed  many  years  before,  namely, 
March  17,  1745-6,  Ephraim  Watkins,  of  Ulster  county,  N.  Y., 
sold  to  Peter  Veiw,  of  Stratford,  "  a  certain  wharf  in  Pequon- 
nock  River,  it  being  the  lowermost  wharf  in  said  river." 

A  part  of  the  township  of  Stratford  was  incorporated,  by 
special  act  of  the  Legislature,  in  October,  1800,  being  "con- 
stituted and  declared  to  be,  from  time  to  time,  forever  here- 
after, one  body  corporate  and  politic,  in  fact  and  in  name,  by 
the  name  of  '  The  Warden,  Burgesses  and  Frenueii  of  the  Borough 
of  Bridgeport,'  and  by  that  name  they  and  their  successors 
forever  shall  and  may  have  perpetual  succession."' 

The  origin  of  the  idea  of  such  an  organization  is  made 
known  in  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  written  by  Jo- 
seph Backus,  one  of  the  earliest  lawyers  in  Bridgeport,  to 
Robert  Walker,  Esqr.,  dated  September  20,  1822;  "  I  say  that 
I  did  of  my  own  mere  motion  project  the  Borough  incorpo- 
ration (the  first  project  of  the  kind  in  the  state),  and  drew  the 
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charter  and  then  submitted  it  to  the  citizens  to  obtain  its 
enactment.'" 

Hence  Bridgeport  was  the  first  Borough  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  and  as  a  forerunner,  in  its  success  and  prosper- 
ity, has  proved  itself  worthy  of  the  position  thus  taken. 

Before  the  charter  was  granted  considerable  money  had 
been  raised  and  expended  in  improvements  in  the  village, 
and  it  is  probable  that  the  fact  of  improvement  suggested 
the  need  of  further  organization,  and  hence  the  proposition 
for  a  borough. 

SigJiways,  or  streets,  additional  to  those  already  men- 
tioned, were  laid  out  under  the  direction  of  the  Warden  and 
Burgesses  of  Bridgeport,  November  i6,  1S05,  Joseph  Backus, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Fairfield  county,  having  appointed 
Samuel  Gregory,  Jr.,  Isaac  Booth  and  Philip  Sterling  "to 
appraise  and  assess  the  damages." 

1st.  The  extension  of  Water  street  from  Wall  to  a  point 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  north  of  Fairfield  avenue. 

2d.  Fairfield  avenue,  from  Main  to  Water  street. 

3d.  Wall  street,  from  Main  eastwardly  to  the  "Lottery 
Bridge,"  which  then  stood  at  the  foot  of  Wall  street. 

4th.  Middle  street,  from  Fairfield  avenue  to  Wall  street. 

5th.  Broad  street,  from  State  to  John  street. 

6th.  John  street,  from  Broad  to  Main  street. 

7th.  Bank  street,  from  Main  to  Broad  street.  That  por- 
tion of  Bank  street,  from  Main  eastward,  had  been  previously 
deeded  to  the  borough  by  Stephen  Burroughs,  in  1S02,  and 
was  known  as  Morris  street. 

8th.  Court  street,  from  State,  southward  ninety-nine  feet. 

At  that  time  there  were  several  other  streets  or  high- 
ways in  the  heart  of  the  borough  ;  Water  street,  from  Wall 
to  Baker's  pond  ;  Bank  street,  from  Water  to  Main  street, 
and  Broad  street,  south  of  State  to  the  outer  harbor,  and 
Gold  street  and  Union  street. 

Baker's  Pond  was  a  creek  extending  westward  acioss 
Main  street,  about  where  South  avenue  is  now  located,  but 
that  portion  of  Water  street  below  Gilbert  was  simply  the 
shore  beach  by  the  side  of  the  harbor. 
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The  Borough  at  this  time  owned  three  slips,  one  at  the 
foot  of  State  street,  one  at  the  foot  of  Bank  street  and  one 
at  about  the  foot  of  Wall  street. 

At  a  borough  meeting  held  May  3,  1808,  the  street  names 
as  above  noted  were  established. 

In  i8o[  St.  John's  Church  edifice  was  erected  on  the 
corner  of  State  and  Broad  streets,  and  that  of  the  First 
Congregational  Church  was  erected  in  1S03,  on  the  corner 
of  Broad  and  Bank  streets. 

Business  Firms  of  the  Borough. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  firms,  with  the  names  of  the 
individuals  who  composed  them,  given  by  Esquire  Isaac 
Sherman,  from  the  first  settlement  of  Bridgeport  to  the  first 
day  of  Januar}',  181 5,  being  those  of  merchants,  manufactur- 
ers, Boston  and  New  York  coasters,  and  West  India  traders, 
with  the  names  of  vessels  employed  as  well  as  the  names  of 
the  owners.  The  stores  and  places  for  doing  business  were 
mostly  confined  to  Water  and  State  streets. 

The  territory  on  which  the  city  of  Bridgeport  now 
stands  was  much  of  it  an  open  field  of  good  farming  land, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  Revolution  Main  and  State  streets 
were  laid  out  so  that  access  was  had  to  the  landing  place 
on  Pequonnock  river  or  Newfield  harbor;  Water  street 
and  the  old  Golden  Hill  road  having  been  opened  before  the 
Revolution.  The  name  of  the  landing  was  called  Newfield 
until  about  the  year  1800,  when  it  was  changed  to  Bridgeport. 

The  first  store  opened  for  trade  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Stratfield,  supposed  to  have  been  opened  by  Philip  Nichols, 
was  situated  at  the  head  of  tide  water,  near  where  Noah 
Plumb  now  resides.  This  store  may  have  been  first  started 
by  Richard,  the  father  of  Philip  Nichols,  at  about  the 
year  1730.  There  were  no  bridges  across  the  Pequonnock 
river  until  after  the  Revolution,  except  that  which  now 
crosses  near  the  said  Plumb's  house.  There  was  the  sam'? 
depth  of  water  at  the  mouth  of  Bridgeport  harbor  as  there 
was  all  the  way  up  the  channel  to  the  wharf  belonging  to 
this  store,  and  therefore  all  the  vessels  came  up  and  did  their 
loading  and  unloading  at  this  wharf  until  near  the  time  of  the 
Revolutionary  War. 
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The  next  store,  and  the  first  that  was  opened  within  the 
limits  of  the  city,  was  near  the  foot  of  State  street,  built  on  a 
wharf,  by  Stephen  Burroughs,  before  the  Revolution,  and 
occuoied  by  himself  in  the  grain  trade  to  Boston  until  about 
the  year  1800,  He  also  conducted  a  West  India  trade,  from 
this  store,  before  and  after  the  Revolution.  He  built  and 
owned  several  vessels  during  his  acti\'e,  business  life.  This 
store  was  occupied  during  the  Revolution  by  Lieut.  William 
Hall's  guard,  consisting  of  about  twenty- four  men.  This 
company  of  guard  commenced  service  January  i,  1777,  and 
continued  until  January  i,  17S2,  by  authority  of  the  Council 
of  Safety  of  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

The  next  store  was  built  by  Major  xAaron  Hawlev  soon 
after  the  Revolution,  which  he  sold  to  Daniel  Young,  who 
came  from  Norwich,  and  this  was  the  principal  store  tor 
groceries  and  dry  goods  until  the  year  1800.  It  was  located 
on  Water  street  nearly  opposite  the  foot  of  Union  street, 
where  Mr.  Young  was  quite  successful  in  business. 

Some  little  time  after  the  Revolution,  but  before  1815, 
the  firm  of  Abijah  Hawley  and  Company — which  consisted 
of  Abijah,  Aaron  and  Wilson  Hawley — carried  on  the  Boston 
and  West  India  coasting  trade.  Their  Boston  coaster  was 
called  the  Three  Sisters,  and  their  New  York  packet  was  a 
sloop  called  Caroline.  They  were  successful  in  business  for 
many  years. 

Capt.  Abraham  Hubbell  came  from  Wilton  and  built  a 
store  and  wharf  a  little  north  of  the  foot  of  State  street,  about 
the  year  1790,  and  carried  on  the  Boston  coasting  business. 
He  died  in  Boston,  of  the  small  pox.  Richard  and  Amos 
Hubbell,  of  Stratfield,  succeeded  him  in  the  Boston  and  West 
India  trade,  under  the  firm  name  of  Richard  and  Amos  Hub- 
bell, and  conducted  their  trade  with  a  brig  called  Julius 
Csesar,  and  had  success  in  their  business. 

Afterwards,  David  Minot  and  Company  cariied  on  the 
Boston  coasting  trade  from  the  same  store,  until  about  the 
year  1810,  and  were  successful.  This  firm  consisted  of  David 
Minot,  Stephen  Summers  and  William  DeForest.  Their 
Boston  coaster  was  a  standing  topsail  sloop  called  Hope. 

The  next  store  and  wharf  north  of  the  foresoine-  was 
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built  by  Stephen  Burroughs,  Jr.,  about  the  year  179S  and 
owned  by  him  until  his  death.  It  was  burned  at  the  time  of 
the  great  fire  in  1845.  It  was  occupied  first  by  the  firm  of 
Burroughs  and  DeForest.  consisting  of  Stephen  Burroughs, 
Jr.,  and  William  DeForest,  engaged  in  the  Boston  coasting 
and  VV'est  India  trade,  which  partnership  continued  about 
ten  years,  and  was  very  successful.  The}'  owned  the  stand- 
ing topsail  sloop  Volusia,  sailed  by  Capt.  Harry  Lewis. 

After  this  firm  the  same  business  was  continued  by  said 
Burroughs  until  the  year  1815,  when  it  was  assumed. by 
Stephen  Burroughs  and  Isaac  Sherman,  and  thus  continued 
to  1831,  with  success.  The  names  of  their  Boston  coasters 
were  Volusia,  sloop  Peacock,  schooner  Hero  and  the  schooner 
Nassau,  built  by  this  last  firm  for  a  Boston  coaster,  and  after 
one  year  it  was  sent  to  Mobile  under  a  charter  to  some 
merchants  from  New  York  to  St.  Stevens,  on  the  Tom- 
bigbee  river,  Capt.  Lent  M.  Hitchcock,  master.  She  en- 
tered the  port  in  June,  1817,  and  was  the  first  American 
vessel  that  entered  the  port  of  Mobile  after  it  came  into  the 
possession  of  the  United  States.  Capt.  Hitchcock  succeeded 
in  getting  the  Nassau  up  the  river  within  about  thirty  miles 
of  St.  Stevens,  where  his  cargo,  consisting  of  goods  for  mer- 
chants at  that  place,  was  put  into  lighters  and  carried  to  that 
place.  The  schooner  was  then  loaded  with  red  cedar  logs 
and  ash-wood  for  firewood.  She  lost  two  sailors  by  the 
yellow  fever  on  the  voyage.  This  vessel  was  continued 
under  the  command  of  Capt.  Hitchcock  with  good  success 
about  four  years,  as  a  packet  betvv'een  New  York  and  Mobile, 
when  the  trade  became  so  much  increased  as  to  require  larger 
vessels. 

The  store  and  wharf  next  north  of  Bank  and  east  of 
Water  street,  was  built  by  Amos  Hubbell,  and  was  called 
the  Yellow  store.  It  was  occupied  by  him  after  he  dissolved 
partnership  with  his  brother  Richard.  Capt.  Hubbell  built 
a  ship  and  a  brig  near  his  store  and  conducted  the  West  India 
trade  until  his  death,  in  1801. 

This  store  and  wharf  has  been  occupied  since  Capt.  Hub- 
bell's  decease  by  the  firm  of  DeForest  and  Hinman,  consisting 
of  William   DeForest  and    Isaac  Hinman,   who  conducted 
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the  Boston  grain  business;  their  coaster  being  a  fore  topsail 
schooner  called  the  Live  Oak,  of  one  hundred  tons,  built  by 
this  firm  in  1804.  It  was  next  occupied  by  the  firm  of  Hubbell 
and  Sherwood — C.  B.  Hubbell  and  Capt.  Sherwood — engaged 
in  the  West  India  trade.  These  were  followed  by  the  firm  of 
C.  B.  Hubbell  and  Daniel  Fayreweather,  in  the  dry  goods  and 
the  New  York  and  Boston  coasting  trade.  They  owned  a 
New  York  packet  called  the  Lapwing,  and  a  Boston  coaster 
called  Spartan.  Later,  C.  B.  Hubbell  and  his  brother-in-law, 
John  ^L  Thompson,  from  Stratford,  conducted  an  exclusive 
dry  goods  business  in  the  "old  yellow  store'"  on  the  east  side 
of  Water  street,  up  to  the  vear  1842. 

The  next  store  and  wharf  north  was  owned  and  occupied 
by  David  Sterling  as  an  iron  and  grocery  store.  In  1S07  this 
property  was  occupied  by  the  firm  of  Beach  and  Sherman — 
Doct.  James  E.  Beach  and  Isaac  Sherman — until  1809.  when 
Capt.  Sterling  Sherman  was  added  to  the  firm.  They  carried 
on  the  grocery  and  grain  business  and  New  York  packeting 
for  several  years  ;  the  name  of  their  packet  being  The  Bridge- 
port. 

The  store  and  wharf  next  north  was  owned  by  John  S. 
Cannon,  occupied  by  Esquire  Isaac  Sherman  and  Capt.  John 
Brooks,  Jr.  They  ran  a  packet  from  the  store  about  four 
years — from  181S  to  1822 — called  the  Mary  Ann. 

The  store  and  wharf  north  of  this  was  built  by  the  firm  ot 
Lambert  Lockwood  and  John  S.  Cannon,  and  occupied  by 
them  during  several  years  in  dry  goods  and  grocery  trade, 
and  running  a  packet  sloop,  called  the  Juba,  to  New  York, 
sailed  by  Capt.  John  Brooks,  Sen. 

Another  store  and  wharf  north  was  built  by  Philip 
Nichols,  at  the  foot  of  Wall  street  and  adjoining  the  first 
bridge  across  the  harbor,  called  Lottery  Bridge,  because  it 
was  built  by  a  lottery  authorized  by  the  General  Assembly  in 
1791.  This  bridge  was  rebuilt  further  up  the  harbor,  where 
it  now  stands,  in  1807.  This  store  was  first  occupied  by 
Charles  T.  Nichols  for  the  sale  of  dry  goods,  and  for  a  print- 
ing office  by  Hezekiah  Ripley. 

The  store  north  of  this  was  built  by  the  firm  of  Prosper 
Whitmore  and  his  brothers  Robert  and    Whitmore, 
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about  the  year  1792.  They  conducted  the  West  India  trade, 
carrying  provisions,  cattle  and  horses  to  the  different  islands, 
and  bringing-  back  rum,  sugar  and  molasses.  They  had  a 
number  of  vessels  employed,  but  they  failed  in  business  in 
1797. 

In  the  3'ear  1805,  Josiah,  Mordecai  and  Joseph  H.  Prindle, 
brothers,  came  from  Derby  and  established  in  this  store  the 
West  India  business.  They  had  three  vessels  employed  in 
carrying  out  corn  meal,  horses  and  cattle,  and  bringing  back 
rum,  sugar  and  molasses.  They  lost  two  schooners  in  the  tall 
of  1808,  in  a  hurricane,  with  full  cargoes  of  stock  and  corn 
meal,  and  all  persons  on  board  perished.  As  the  result  of 
these  losses  they  failed,  and  gave  up  the  business.' 

V^ery  little  business  was  done  in  this  store  after  the 
Whitmores  failed  until  about  the  year  1S16,  when  the  firm 
of  Sheldon  Smith  and  William  Wright  occupied  it  for  con- 
ducting the  saddle  and  harness  business,  which  firm  was  the 
continuation  of  the  same  business  carried  on  previously  in 
State  street  in  connection  with  William  Peet,  who  had  retired 
from  the  business. 

There  were  but  four  firms  on  the  west  side  of  Water 
street  previous  to  the  year  1815. 

•  General  Prosper  Montgomery  Wetmore,  son  of  Robert  William  and 
grandson  of  Rev.  Izrahiah  Wetmore,  was  born  in  that  part  of  Stratford  which  is 
now  the  city  of  Bridgeport,  Feb.  14,  1798.  He  married  Lucy  Ann,  daughter  of 
Francis  Ogsby,  of  New  York  City,  and  had  twelve  children,  three  sons  and  nine 
daughters.  He  resided  in  New  York,  and  in  1834  and  5  represented  the  city  in 
the  Legislature.  In  1S19  he  was  commissioned  in  the  State  artillery  service,  and 
in  1825  he  organized  the  Seventh  Regiment  of  National  Guards  and  became  its 
first  colonel.  This  was  and  is  the  most  famous  military  regiment  in  that  State. 
After  some  years  he  was  appointed  paymaster  general  of  the  State  militia,  which 
ofEce  he  held  until  1841.  In  1S34  he  was  elected  one  of  the  Regents  of  the 
University  of  the  State,  which  office  he  held  until  after  1861.  For  many  years  he 
was  vice-president  and  secretary  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  York  City. 

Mr.  Wetmore  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  American  Art  Union,  and  con- 
ducted it  as  its  president  for  three  years  with  great  success.  For  fifteen  years  he 
devoted  his  best  energies  to  the  management  of  the  New  York  Institute  for  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb,  of  which  he  was  for  many  years  the  senior  vice-president.  He 
wrote  much  for  the  public  papers,  and  in  1830  he  published,  in  an  elegant  octavo 
volume,  "Lexington,  with  other  Fugitive  Poems,"  which  is  the  onlv  collection  of 
his  writings.  He  did  considerable  other  literary  work.  He  was,  however,  gener- 
ally known  as  a  man  of  literary  influence  in  society  rather  than  as  an  author. 
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About  the  year  1794  a  firm  consisting  of  Doct.  James  E. 
Beach  and  David  Sterling-,  built  a  story  and  a  half  wooden 
building:  for  a  store  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Water  and 
Bank  streets,  where  they  sold  dry  goods,  groceries  and  med- 
icines until  the  year  1S04.  The  same  business  was  continued 
by  successive  firms  until  1815,  as  described  on  page  514  of 
this  work. 

Another  store,  south  of  the  above,  fronting  on  Water 
street,  was  built  about  the  year  1798,  by  Elijah  Burritt  and 
Ephraim  W.  Sherman,  and  occupied  by  them  as  a  dry  goods 
and  grocery  store  until  about  1817.  Oliver  and  William 
Sherman,  sons  of  Ephraim  W.,  succeeded  Burritt  and  Sher- 
man and  continued  in  the  same  store  a  retail  grocery  business 
for  many  years. 

The  next  was  a  small  wooden  store  on  the  northwest 
corner  of  Water  and  State  streets,  built  by  Elijah  Hawley 
about  the  year  1790.  It  was  occupied  as  a  dry  goods  and 
grocery  store  until  1815,  by  Salmon  Hubbell. 

About  the  year  1790  a  store  was  built  on  the  corner  of 
Water  and  the  south  side  of  State  street,  by  Ezra  Kirtland 
(at  that  time  pronounced  Catlin),  which  was  occupied  in  1794 
by  the  brothers  David  and  John  DeForest  as  a  dry  goods 
and  grocery  store,  which  was  robbed  and  fired,  but  not 
burned.  Their  clerk,  a  lad  about  fourteen  years  of  age,  by 
the  name  of  Shelton  Edwards,  was  murdered,  his  skull  being 
broken  by  a  shoe  hammer  in  three  places  and  his  throat  cut; 
but  the  perpetrators  were  never  discovered.  Owing  to  this 
catastrophe  the  DeForest  brothers  failed  in  business.  Hull 
and  Lyon  succeeded  them  in  this  store  building,  in  general 
trade  to  the  West  Indies.  They  built  a  ship  in  1795,  but 
failed  in  1799. 

A  small  store  was  built  about  the  year  1791,  adjoining 
Salmon  Hubbell's  on  the  west,  fronting  south  on  State  street, 
which  was  occupied  with  dry  goods  and  groceries  by  Seth 
and  Silas  Sherman  until  about  the  year  1800,  and  after  that 
continued  as  a  dry  goods  store  by  Silas  Sherman  and  his  son, 
Ira  Sherman.  Their  store  was  robbed,  about  the  year  181 1, 
of  one  thousand  dollars  worth  of  dry  goods,  and  no  knowl- 
edge of  the  robbers  was  ever  obtained. 
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Another  store  was  built  next  above  the  last  named,  front- 
ing on  State  street,  by  David  Sherman  about  the  year  1794, 
and  occupied  with  dry  goods  and  groceries  bv  David  Sher- 
man and  Nathan  Secley  until  about  1797.  Thev  carried  on, 
in  connection  with  their  store,  the  West  India  trade  in  a 
large  standing  topsail  sloop,  called  Minerva,  commanded  by 
Capt.  Samuel  Squires,  who  on  his  last  voyage  for  them  gam- 
bled awav  the  avails  of  his  outward  bound  cargo  at  St.  Croix 
and  came  home  with  ballast  onlv,  which  catastrophe  broke 
up  said  firm,  and  Nathan  Seeley  removed  to  Bethel,  where 
he  died  an  old  man  about  1850,  while  David  Sherman  went 
back  to  his  farm  at  Pequonnock,  where  he  died  August  22, 
1810. 

In  the  year  1806  Samuel  Penney  built  a  store  on  the 
north  corner  of  Water  and  Bank  streets,  on  land  leased  from 
Mrs.  Eleanor  Hubbell,  which  was  occupied  by  Charles  Bost- 
wick  and  Samuel  C.  Kirtland  to  181  5  as  a  dry  goods  store. 

Isaac  SJiet'niau ,  Esq.,  son  of  David  and  Rebecca 
(French)  Sherman,  was  born  in  Stratfield,  Sept.  25,  1788. 
Very  early  in  life  Mr.  Sherman  compiled  and  executed  quite 
artistically  a  genealogical  chart,  showing  at  a  glance  his 
descent  on  his  father's  side  from  Matthew  Sherman — son  of 
Mr.  Samuel,  the  first  in  Stratford  —  and  Jacob  Sterling, 
and  on  his  mother's  side  from  Samuel  French  and  John 
Edwards,  heads  of  four  families  of  first  settlers  in  Stratfield, 
with  collateral  branches  in  each  generation.  When  sixteen 
years  of  age  he  went  to  sea  and  followed  it  with  varying  suc- 
cesses upwards  of  four  years,  having  been  shipwrecked  twice 
on  the  New  Jersey  coast.  At  this  time  he  had  ninety  five 
dollars,  to  which  his  mother  added  five,  making  one  hundred 
dollars  with  which  to  start  business.  To  this  his  uncle.  Dr. 
James  E.  Beach,  added  nine  hundred  dollars  as  a  loan,  and 
with  this  he  started  the  firm  of  Beach  and  Sherman,  located 
on  Water  street,  in  the  grocery  business,  conducted  solely 
by  himself.  In  this  he  was  so  successful  that  his  capital  was 
doubled  by  his  profits  at  the  end  of  the  first  year.  Shortly 
after,  his  brother,  Capt.  Sterling  Sherman,  was  admitted  a 
partner,  with  additional  capital,  and  in  this  form  the  business 
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was  continued  six  years.  In  December,  1810,  he  married 
Maria,  daughter  of  Stephen  Burroughs,  Jr.,  and  purchased 
the  house,  then  recently  built,  on  the  northeast  corner  of 
Main  and  Gold  streets,  which  was  his  only  home  of  married 
life  for  fifty-three  years. 

In  181 5  he  joined  his  father-in-law  in  the  grocery,  grain, 
Boston  and  New  York  coasting  business,  which  was  success- 
fully continued  to  1831,  with  the  exception  of  an  interval  of 
four  years  in  partnership  with  Capt.  John  Brooks.  Jr.,  in  the 
same  line  of  business.  The  firm  of  Burroughs  and  Sherman 
owned  a  number  of  vessels  and  built  the  schooner  Nassau  lor 
a  Boston  coaster,  which  was  used  four  years  on  mercantile  trips 
to  Mobile  and  back,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Lent  M. 
Hitchcock. 

In  1832  Mr.  Sherman  retired  from  commercial  life  but 
not  from  active  usefulness.  As  early  as  iSig  he  was  appointed 
justice  of  the  peace  and  this  office  he  retained  alter  his 
retirement  from  business,  until  185 1.  He  was  town  clerk 
for  sixteen  years  from  1831,  and  he  was  town  treasurer 
twenty-two  years,  and  afterwards  for  a  time  he  was  judge 
of  Probate  and  recorder  of  the  city.  He  served  the  city  in 
two  or  three  offices  for  a  short  time,  but  declined  further 
responsibility  in  its  government. 

That  he  was  a  most  industrious  man  is  amply  attested  by- 
voluminous  rec(Trds,  original  deeds  and  other  conveyances, 
wills  and  documents  which  are  preserved  in  the  archives  of 
the  town  and  probate,  and  in  the  private  box  of  nearly  every 
property  holder  of  his  time  in  this  vicinity. 

He  made  a  specialty  in  procuring  the  pensions  of  Revo- 
lutionary soldiers  for  them  and  their  families,  being  faithful 
both  to  the  government  and  the  soldiers,  and  his  list  of 
pensioned  soldiers  is  probably  the  most  complete  of  any  in 
the  county. 

At  nearly  the  close  of  his  life  he  was  induced  to  write  his 
remembrances  and  the  traditionary  history  of  Stratfield  and 
Bridgeport,  and,  although  he  entered  upon  the  undertaking 
reluctantly,  he  produced  a  valuable  manuscript  book,  with  a 
map  which  has  been  used  as  the  foundation  for  the  map  of 
Stratfield  and  the  biographical  sketches  in  connection  with 
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it,  and  the  record  of  the  mercantile  firms  in  the  borough  of 
Bridgeport  from  1790  to  1815.  This  work,  styled  "Esquire 
Sherman's  Recollections,"  is  a  valuable  contribution  to  the 
history  of  the  locality  now  comprised  in  the  city  of  Bridge- 
port. 

Mr.  Sherman  from  early  life  gave  attention  to  religious 
interests  and  in  1812  he  and  his  wife  united  with  the  First 
Congregational  church,  the  church  of  his  fathers.  In  1S30  he 
was  elected  to  the  office  of  deacon,  in  which  he  continued  in 
active  service  until  1S58,  and  for  a  long  period  was  the  most 
active  member  of  the  society's  committee,  being  also  treas- 
urer and  clerk  of  the  church.  In  his  own  estimation  he  had 
not  much  religion  to  speak  of.  but  his  life  told  a  truthful  story 
of  "faith  and  works."  So  lived  and  labored  Isaac  Sherman, 
and  rested  November  23,  1S63. 

The  B}'i(Jff€po)'t  Bank'  was  incorporated,  by  act  of  the 
General  Assembly  in  October,  1806;  which  limited  the  cap- 
ital stock  to  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  that  amount 
having  been  subscribed,"  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders  was 


'  This  sketch  of  this  bank  is  taken  from  a  pamphlet  of  the  same  publisiied  by 
R.  B.  Lacey,  Esqr.,  in  1885. 
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The  subscription  list  was  completed 

Shares.  1 

Elijah  Ufford,  Stratford,    2  ! 

Henry  Nevins,  Norwich,  .   i  ', 

Asa  Spaulding,  Norwich    4  ; 

Jonathan  Sturges,  Fairfield, .   i 

George  Hoyt,  Bridgeport,   2  j 

James  Grayham,  Sandisfield,   i 

Ezekiel  Curtis,  Huntingt  m   2 

Jeremiah  Day,  New  Haven,   i 

James  E.  Beach,  Stratfield  4 

Samuel  Watkinson,  .Middletown,   5 

Elijah  Hubbard,  Middletown,   3 

Levi  Curtis,  Stratford,   i 

Nathan  Wheeler,  Huntington   2 

William  Haywood,  Stamford,   I 

Asahel  Tuttle,  New  Haven,   i 

Townsend  &  Thompson,  New  Haven,  i 


■eport  Bank. 

by  the  following  names  and  shares  : 

Shares. 

Eunice  Hall,  New  Haven,.,   i 

William  Elliott,  North  Guilford,  ...  I 

Samuel  W.  Johnson,  Stratford,   5 

Buckley,  DeForest  and  Co.,  New 

Haven    3 

Buckley  and  .\ustin.  New  Haven,..  I 

Robert  Fairchild,  for  Stratford  -  6 

James  Lewis,  New  London,   I 

Samuel  Kirtland  and  Co.,  Bridgeport,  2 

Isaac  Thompson,  New  London   I 

Abel  Gregory,  New  Fairfield,.   2 

Foot  and  Nichols,  Bridgeport   I 

Elijah  Boardman,  New  Milford   4 

Elijali  Waterman,  Bridgeport,   I 

Thomas  Wells,  New  Milford,   I 

Lambert  Lockwood,  Bridgeport,   3 
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held  Feb.  3,  1S07,  at  which  Joseph  Goodwin  was  chosen 
chairman,  and  the  following-  persons  were  elected  directors: 
Isaac  Bronson,  Birdscy  Norton,  Samuel  \V.  Johnson,  John  S. 
Cannon,  Salmon  Hubbell,  Lambert  Lockwood,  David  Minot, 
Jessup  Wakeman,  and  Ebenezer  Jessup. 

At  a  meeting-  of  the  directors  of  the  Bridgeport  Bank 
convened  at  the  dwelling  house  of  Ezra  Gregory,  inn-keeper 
in  said  Bridgeport,  on  the  3d  of  February,  1807,  Isaac  Bron- 
son was,  upon  ballot,  unanimously  elected  president  of  the 
bank;  and  in  the  same  month  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
purchase  a  lot  and  contract  for  a  building;  and  the  banking 
house  was  erected  in  1808. 

George  Ho3-t  was  elected  cashier  in  March,  1807,  with  a 
salary  of  seven  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  with  the  privilege 
of  the  banking-house  to  live  in,  which  was  soon  after  made 
one  thousand,  he  paying  for  a  clerk's  assistance. 

In  1810,  in  order  to  "prevent  any  collision  of  interest 
between  the  Derby  and  Bridgeport  banks,"  Isaac  Bronson 
was  appointed  a  committee  to  make  arrangements  to  that 
effect  with  the  former  bank. 


John  S.  Cannon,  Bridgeport,  

William  Peet,  Bridgeport,  

Isaac  Hinman,  Bridgeport  

Salmon  Hubbell,  Bridgeport,  

John  and  Chauncey  Deming,  Farm- 

ington,    -- 

Hezekiah  Belding,  New  Haven,  — 

William  Brintnall,  New  Haven,  

feth  P.  Staples,  New  Haven,  

Abijah  Hawley,  Bridgeport  

Daniel  Nash,  Norwalk,  

Stephen  Boroughs,  Bridgeport,  

Ashbel  Baldwin,  Stratford,  — 

Solomon  Cowles,  Farmington,  

Zenas  Cowles,  Farmington,  

Elijah  Cowles  and  Co.,  Farmington, 

David  Judson,  Fairfield  

Caleb  Atwater,  Wallingford,  

Reuben  S.  Norton,  Farmington,  

Humphrey  and  Whitney,  New  York, 


jes. 
II 

9 
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Shares. 

Henry  Ward,  New  Haven,   4 

Matthew  Marvin,  Wilton,   3 

David  Brooks,  Stratford,   I 

Ezra  Gregory,  Bridgeport,   I 

William  Batiell,  Torrington,   I 

Gershom  Fenn,  New  Haven,   I 

  Perry,  Mill  River,    13 

Robert  Fairchild,  Stratford   i 

Dyer  White,  New  Haven,  --  3 

Ephraim  J.  Wilcoxson,  Stratford,   i 

Samuel  Smedley,  Fairfield,   12 

Samuel  Ward,  Jr.,  New  York,   2 

Joseph  Goodwin.  Lenox,    61 

Isaac  Hinman  and  Co.,  Bridgeport,.  16 
Shipman,  Dennison  and  Co.,  New 

Haven,  11 

Birdsey  Norton  and  Co.,  Goshen,  -.37 

Nathaniel  Prime,  New  York,  22 

Isaac  Bronson  and  Co.,  Greenfield,  656 

Total,  1,000 
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On  January  24,  181 1,  in  view  of  an  apprehension  of  war, 
the  bank  passed  the  following  vote:  "That  in  the  present 
critical  situation  of  affairs  it  becomes  absolutel}'  necessary 
that  security  more  than  profit  should  be  considered,  and 
feeling  that  our  funds  in  New  York  should  be  placed  in 
the  best  possible  situation  of  security,  we  therefore  do  au- 
thorize I.  Bronson,  Esq.,  to  secure  what  sums  may  be  due 
and  owing  to  the  bank  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  any  way 
he  may  judge  proper  for  the  benefit  of  this  institution,  and 
use  his  best  discretion  in  all  other  matters  concerning  the 
interest  of  the  bank  to  effect  the  purposes  aforesaid." 

Mr.  Bronson  continued  in  the  direction  of  the  bank  for 
twenty-five  years.  He  was  president  for  the  whole  period, 
except  an  interval  of  four  years,  from  1823  to  1S27,  when  he 
gave  place  to  John  S.  Cannon,  returning  to  the  position  on 
Mr.  Cannon's  death  in  1S27.  Capt.  George  Hoyt  continued 
cashier  for  eighteen  years,  until  his  death  in  1825,  when  he 
was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Josiah  S.  Hoyt,  for  seven  years. 
During  this  period  the  bank  prospered,  outrode  the  storms  of 
war  and  financial  crises  without  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments, and  paid  regular,  and  some  large,  extra  dividends. 
To  do  this  it  went  outside  of  Bridgeport  and  its  vicinity  to 
make  loans.  In  1832  Mr.  Bronson  sold  his  stock  and  retired 
from  all  connection  with  the  bank. 

On  November  7,  1832,  Ebenezer  Jessup,  of  Saugatuck, 
was  elected  president,  and  a  month  later,  the  health  of  Josiah 
S.  Hoyt  having  become  impaired,  Charles  Hill,  of  Catskill, 
N.  Y.,  was  elected  cashier.  Mr.  Jessup  remained  president 
until  1838,  when  Sylvanus  Sterling,  of  Bridgeport,  was  elected 
president  and  George  Burroughs  cashier.  Several  changes 
were  made  in  the  amount  of  capital,  reducing  it  to  §110,000, 
but  in  1838  it  was  again  increased  and  made  §210,000. 

Sherman  Hartirell  was  elected  president  J uly  4,  1849, 
and  continued  in  the  office  until  July  6,  1869,  when  he  posi- 
tively declined  a  reelection.  During  this  period,  in  1854-5, 
the  banking  house  was  repaired,  another  story  added,  and  the 
exterior  improved,  at  a  total  cost  of  $6,000.  At  his  retirement 
from  the  presidency  of  the  bank,  Mr.  Hartwell  had  served  it 
thirty-six  years  as  a  director,  and  twenty  years  as  president; 
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and  the  directors  passed  the  following  :  ''Resolved,  That  the 
thanks  of  this  board  are  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  Sher- 
man Hartwell  for  efficient  and  valuable  services  as  president 
of  this  bank  for  the  last  twenty  years,  and  as  evidence  of  the 
prosperity  of  the  bank  it  may  be  stated  that  it  has  during  the 
said  twenty  years  paid  its  stockholders  in  dividends  the  sum 
of  $430,700,  on  a  capital  of  $212,000,  and  increased  its  surplus 
$40,000."  Mr.  Hartwell  survived  in  quiet  retirement  until 
January  16,  1876,  when  he  passed  away  in  the  fulness  ot  years, 
esteemed  and  honored. 

Mr.  Miinsoti  Hairleij  was  elected  president  July  6, 
i86g,  to  fill  the  place  made  vacant  by  the  retirement  of  Mr. 
Hartwell,  and  proved  a  worthy  successor.  His  administra- 
tion for  more  than  sixteen  years  has  been  economical,  efficient 
and  successful,  for  there  has  been  paid  during  this  period  the 
sum  of  S399o20  in  dividends,  and  the  surplus  increased  about 
$40,000. 

Geovffe  Sui')'OUf/7is,  the  veteran  cashier,  continued  his 
faithful  service  nearly  four  years  longer,  when  his  labor 
closed  suddenly  as  he  entered  the  banking  house  on  the 
morning  of  March  12,  1872,  having  served  as  cashier  nearly 
twenty-five  years  and  as  director  ten  years.  The  following 
was  passed  by  the  board  of  directors:  "Whereas,  by  the 
death  of  our  highly  esteemed  friend  and  associate,  Mr. 
George  Burroughs,  who  for  nearly  thirty-five  years  faith- 
fully performed  his  duties  as  cashier  of  this  bank,  we  feel 
that  this  institution  has  suffered  an  almost  irreparable  loss. 
Always  at  his  post  of  duty,  kind-hearted  and  obliging  in  his 
business  transactions,  honest  and  true  in  all  his  dealings,  we 
most  sincerely  regret  his  loss,  not  only  to  this  institution, 
but  to  the  community,  and  we  extend  our  united  sympathy 
to  his  afflicted  family  in  their  sad  bereavement  which  a  wise 
Providence  has  called  them  to  sustain.  Resolved,  That  as  a 
token  of  our  regard  for  our  late  esteemed  friend,  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  this  bank  will  attend  his  funeral  in  a  body." 

At  the  death  of  Mr.  Burroughs  Mr.  Frank  N.  Benham 
was  appointed  cashier  and  has  served  faithfully  and  accepta- 
bly for  twelve  years,  and  for  the  last  three  3  ears  as  a  director. 
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The  list  of  directors  during-  the  existence  of  the  bank, 
numbers  eight3--five  names. 

Of  the  present  board  of  directors,  only  one,  Mr.  R.  B. 
Lacey,  served  under  the  old  system,  lie  having  first  entered 
the  board  in  1857,  and  none  of  the  rest  earlier  than  1869. 
The  names  of  the  present  board  are:  Munson  Hawlcy, 
Thomas  B.  Bartram,  Plumb  N.  Fairchild,  Carlos  Curtis, 
Thomas  B.  DeForest,  Rowland  B.  Lacey,  David  M.  Read, 
John  M.  Wheeler,  Frank  N.  Bartram. 

The  bank  has  had  seven  presidents  :  Isaac  Bronson,  who 
served  twenty-one  years;  John  S.  Cannon,  four  years;  Eben- 
ezer  Jessup,  hve  years;  Sylvanus  Sterling,  eleven  years; 
Hanford  Lyon,  one  year;  Sherman  Hartwell,  twenty  years ; 
Munson  Hawley,  sixteen  years;  and  it  has  had  five  cashiers; 
George  Hoyt,  eighteen  years;  Josiah  S.  Hoyt,  seven  years; 
Charles  Hill,  five  years  ;  George  Burroughs,  thirty-five  years  ; 
Frank  N.  Benham,  twelve  years. 

Doct.  laaac  Urotifion ,  son  of  Isaac  and  Mary  (Brockett) 
Bronson,  was  born  in  Middlebury,  Conn.,  March  10,  1760. 
Alter  improving  the  privileges  of  the  common  schools  and 
studying  medicine  with  Doct.  Lemuel  Hopkins,  of  Hartford, 
he  entered  the  Revolutionary  army  as  a  junior  surgeon,  Nov. 
14,  1779,  in  the  Connecticut  line  under  the  immediate  com- 
mand of  General  Washington,  and  served  efficiently  through 
the  war.  He  then  made  a  vo\'age  to  India,  traveled  in  Eu- 
rope, returned  to  the  L'nited  States  about  1789,  and  soon 
after  married  Anna,  daughter  of  Thomas  Olcott,  of  Water- 
bury,  but  previously  of  .Stratford.  About  the  year  1692  he 
settled  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  remained  two  years,  during 
which  that  cit}'  was  visited  with  a  severe  yellow  fever  epi- 
demic, in  which  the  doctor  served  very  successfully  as  a 
physician,  and  it  has  been  currently  reported  that  he  there 
accumulated  property  which  was  the  foundation  of  his  subse- 
quent financial  success. 

After  this,  for  a  time,  he  pursued  the  business  of  a  banker 
in  New  York  City.  In  1796  he  purchased  the  property  of 
Timothy  Dwight,  D.D.,  on  Greenfield  Hill,  Conn.,  intending 
it  for  a  summer  residence,  but  it  became  his  settled  habita- 
tion, and  while  residing  there  in  1807  he  became  the  pres:- 
18 


History  of  Bridgeport. 


dent  of  the  Bridgeport  bank.  In  this  office  he  continued — 
with  an  interval  of  four  years — a  faithful  and  honored  officer 
until  1832,  when  he  retired.  He  died  at  his  home  on  Green- 
field Hill  May  19,  1839,      his  Both  year. 

Doctor  Bronson's  banking-  career,  extending,  as  it  did, 
through  two  great  financial  crises — that  of  1S12  and  1836  and 
7 — was  one  of  extensive  influence  as  well  as  financial  success. 
The  papers  of  Hon.  Roger  Minot  Sherman  show  that  there 
was  much  conference  between  himselt  and  Doctor  Bronson 
in  regard  to  financial  questions,  and  there  is  good  reason  to 
believe  that  the  independent  treasury-system  of  the  United 
States,  which  succeeded  the  breakdown  of  the  United  States 
Bank  under  the  administration  of  General  Jackson,  was  form- 
ulated after  and  mainly  in  accordance  with  the  suggestions 
of  these  masterly  minds. 

Doctor  Bronson  gave  much  attention  to  his  farm  at 
Greenfield  Hill,  supervising  personally  the  smallest  matters, 
as  well  as  the  greatest,  of  improvement  about  his  home,  which 
still  exhibits  his  genius,  skill  and  labor. 

Jolin  S,  Cfiiinoii  came  to  Bridgeport  from  Norwalk 
about  1790,  a  merchant  of  some  wealth.  His  residence  was 
on  the  site  of  the  Waller  Building,  corner  of  Water  street 
and  Fairfield  avenue,  and  was  associated  in  business  with 
Lambert  Lockwood.  They  built  their  store  and  wharf  on 
the  present  site  of  Baruch  Ellis's  stone  yard  about  1792,  and 
conducted  a  general  trade  in  dry  goods  and  groceries,  and 
run  a  regular  packet  to  New  York,  the  vessel  being  the  sloop 
Juba,  sailed  by  Capt.  John  Brooks,  Sen.  Mr.  Cannon  owned 
the  next  store  south  of  the  above,  which  he  rented  to  Isaac 
Sherman  and  John  Brooks,  Jr.,  and  others. 

Lambert  Lockwood  came  to  Bridgeport  from  Wilton, 
Conn.,  about  1790,  and  had  his  residence  on  the  north  side  of 
State  street,  on  the  site  of  the  brick  block  between  the  houses 
of  the  late  Doct.  David  H.  Nash  and  Doct.  Robert  Hubbard. 
In  personal  appearance  he  was  possessed  of  a  full  stature, 
fine  presence  and  affable  manner. 

He  was  a  public  spirited  man,  connected  with  the  Con- 
gregational church.    His  house,  more  than  any  other,  was  a 
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home  for  visiting  clergymen  in  liis  lime.  His  son,  Roe 
Lockwood,  was  a  well  known  bookseller  of  New  York. 
Another  of  his  sons,  the  Rev.  Peter  Lockwood,  was  a  useful 
Presbyterian  minister.  In  later  life  he  was  connected  with 
books  and  stationery  and  printing,  having  the  late  David 
Sterling,  Jr.,  as  an  assistant  or  partner.  He  was  justice  of 
the  peace  and  grand  juryman  and  sometimes  was  called  upon 
to  quell  disturbances. 

On  one  occasion  Mr.  Lockwood  made  a  social  evening 
call  upon  John  S.  Cannon,  wearing  a  new  broad  cloth  coat. 
When  about  to  leave  for  home  it  was  found  to  be  raining 
severely.  Mr.  Lockwood  remarked  that  he  did  not  like  to 
wet  his  new  coat  and  inquired  of  Mr.  Cannon  if  he  had  an  old 
coat  he  could  wear  instead  of  his  own.  Mr.  Cannon  said  he 
had,  and  soon  brought  it  forth.  This  Mr.  Lockwood  put  on 
and  departed  for  home,  leaving  his  new  coat.  Soon  after 
reaching  home  he  heard  a  rap  at  his  door,  and  behold  Mr. 
Cannon  appeared  wearing  Mr.  Lockwood's  coat,  drenched  by 
another  shower  that  had  overtaken  him  on  the  way,  to  make 
the  exchange  before  he  should  sleep. 

Salmon  Huhhell  came  to  Bridgeport,  also  from  Wilton, 
about  1790,  and  had  his  residence  on  the  bluff,  fronting  Water 
street,  south  of  and  adjoining  Mr.  Cannon;  the  house  having 
been  taken  down  about  1873.  He  was  a  captain  and  pay- 
master in  the  Continental  army,  and  participated  in  the 
taking  of  Stony  Point  fort  under  General  Wayne.  He  wrote 
a  peculiarly  elegant  hand,  which  may  be  seen  on  the  early 
borough  and  town  records.  He  conducted  a  dry  goods  and 
grocery  store  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Water  and  State 
streets  more  than  twenty  years,  to  181 5.  He  was  the  first 
town  clerk  of  Bridgeport,  to  which  office  he  was  elected 
several  years  from  1820.  He  was  brother  of  Capt.  Thaddeus 
Hubbell. 

Isaac  Himtuui  came  from  Trumbull.  He  first  resided 
on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Bank  streets  and  afterwards  on  the 
corner  of  Wall  and  Water  streets,  which  later  became  the 
Washington  Hotel  and  was  kept  for  many  years  by  his  son, 
the  well  known  Capt.  Munson  Hinman.    He  kept  a  store  on 
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the  south  side  of  State  street,  but  on  the  erection  of  the  new 
block — now  old — on  the  north  side  of  State  street,  between 
the  post  office  and  Main  street,  he  removed  to  it  and  opened  a 
distinctively  dry  goods  store.  Richard  Hyde  married  one  of 
his  daughters,  and  was  associated  with  and  succeeded  him  in 
the  business.  Mr.  Hinman  died  in  middle  life.  Mr.  Hyde 
was  prominently  identified  with  the  dry  goods  trade  man)' 
years. 

William  Feet  was  a  successful  business  man  of  the  old 
school.  His  residence  was  a  large  old  fashioned  house  with 
two  front  rooms  with  a  wide  hall  extending  from  the  front  to 
the  rear,  standing  on  the  site  of  the  present  post  office  build- 
ing, fronting  on  State  street.  Though  in  later  years  it  was 
skirted  with  stores  on  each  side,  yet  with  its  liberal  piazza 
and  front  yard  filled  with  shrubbery,  it  was  very  noticeable 
and  attractive.  He  was  a  tanner  and  currier,  and  his  yard 
was  located  on  Broad  street  between  Cannon  and  John 
streets.  The  remains  of  the  old  vats  were  but  recently  taken 
from  the  site  of  Messrs.  Hincks  and  Johnson's  new  factory. 
In  connection  with  Sheldon  Smith,  as  Peet  and  Smith,  he 
conducted  the  manutacture  and  sale  of  saddlery  in  and  over 
the  store  next  east  of  and  adjoining  his  residence  on  State 
street.  This  business  was  enlarged  by  adding  to  the  firm 
William  Wright,  who  opened  a  store  in  Charleston,  S.  C, 
soon  after  the  close  of  the  war  of  1S12,  under  the  name  of 
Peet,  Smith  and  Company.  The  business  was  successful  and 
although  he  retired  from  it  early,  it  added  much  to  Mr.  Peet's 
wealth. 

He  reared  an  excellent  family  ;  among  them  was  an 
Episcopal  clergyman  and  two  successful  business  men  in 
New  York  City,  while  another  followed  the  business  of  his 
father  in  this  city.  One  daughter  married  William  Wright, 
above  mentioned,  who,  after  a  successful  business  career, 
became  governor  of  New  Jersey  and  United  States  senator 
from  that  state;  and  another  married  the  late  Hon.  Henry 
K.  Harral,  who  also  followed  the  saddlery  business  in 
Charleston,  S.  C,  New  York  city,  and  Bridgeport,  with 
great  success.  Mr.  Peet  survived  most  of  his  associates  and 
came  to  his  death  full  of  years. 
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Cajyt'  David  Mhiot  was  a  man  ot  wealth  for  his  time. 

His  business  firm  consisted  of  David  Minot.  Stephen  Summers 
and  Will  iam  DeForest.  They  carried  on  the  Boston  coasting 
trade  successfully  for  a  number  of  years  previous  to  iSio,  in 
the  store  located  a  little  north  of  the  foot  of  State  street, 
which  had  been  previously  occupied  by  Richard  and  Amos 
Hubbell.  He  was  quite  a  conspicuous  person  in  the  com- 
munity, ranking-,  probablv,  next  to  John  S.  Cannon.  They 
were  leaders  in  public  matters,  and  each  retained  his  connec- 
tion with  the  bank  until  his  death.  Mr.  Minot's  residence 
was  on  State  street  identical  with  the  green  on  the  east  side 
of  the  present  court-house.    He  died  in  1830. 

Samuel  WiUUon  Johnson,  of  Stratford,  was  the  son 
of  Judge  \Vm.  Samuel  Johnson  and  grandson  of  Dr.  Samuel 
Johnson,  and  was  a  prominent  citizen  ol  the  county  and 
State.  He  served  the  bank  eight  3'ears,  frequently  as  presi- 
dent />ro  ton.  of  the  meetings  of  the  board  of  directors,  the 
relation  ceasing  in  18 14. 

Ezra  Gre{/ot'y,  Sen.,  came  to  Bridgeport  from  Wilton 
in  1796.  His  house,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Main  street 
at  the  head  of  Wall,  was  occupied  by  him  for  many  years 
as  a  public  house  or  tavern.  He  was  one  of  the  original 
stockholders  of  the  bank  and  all  the  early  meetings  of  the 
stockholders  and  board  of  directors  were  held  at  his  house, 
until  the  bank  building  was  completed.  He  was  a  director 
of  the  bank  from  1817  to  1821.  His  house  was  burned  with 
many  others  in  the  great  fire  in  1845.  He  was  deputy  sheriff 
and  a  prominent  citizen,  as  was  also  his  son,  Ezra.  Jr.,  in  1840, 
and  many  years  after.  His  daughter  married  Jesse  Sterling, 
from  Trumbull,  a  successful  dry  goods  merchant,  postmaster, 
and  in  the  later  years  of  his  life,  treasurer  of  the  Housatonic 
Railroad  Company. 

Hon.  EliJaJi  JBon vdtna}i  was  a  prominent  citizen  and 
merchant  of  New  MiUord.  He  was  a  grandson  of  the  Rev. 
Daniel  and  Jerusha  (Sherman;  Boardman  and  therefore  was  a 
great  grandson  of  Dea.  David  Sherman,  of  Stratfield.  His 
business  career  extended  from  1782  to  1819,  and  was  very 
successful.    In  1795  he  became  leading  member  of  the  Con- 
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necticut  Land  Company-,  and  thereiore  one  of  the  purchasers 
of  the  Western  Reserve,  now  comprising  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  northern  part  of  the  State  of  Ohio.  He 
attended  in  person  to  the  survey  and  sale  of  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  section  divided  to  his  company,  and  derived  con- 
siderable income  trom  the  sale.  He  was  a  representative  in 
his  own  State  and  in  the  upper  house  or  senate  from  1818  to 
1821,  and  was  a  representative  in  the  17th  congress,  and  hav- 
ing been  elected  to  the  United  States  senate  for  six  years, 
was  a  member  of  that  body  at  his  decease,  which  occurred  in 
Ohio  during  one  of  his  visits  there  in  1823.  He  was  a  director 
of  this  bank  from  1S08  to  1817-18.  His  personal  appearance 
was  unusually  elegant,  affable  and  refined.  His  business 
talents  were  uncommonly  good  and  his  constancy  in  their 
use  was  rarely  surpassed.  The  late  Hon.  William  W.  Board- 
man,  of  New  Haven,  was  his  son. 

Capt.  George  Jloyt  was  a  native  of  Bridgeport.  He 
owned  and  resided  in  a  house  built  by  his  father  before  the 
Revolution  on  the  high  bluff  on  the  west  side  of  Water  street, 
about  two  hundred  feet  south  of  State  street.  In  his  earlier 
days  he  was  a  seaman  in  the  employ  of  John  S.  Cannon  or 
his  firm.  His  fine  business  qualities  were  well  known  and  at 
the  organization  of  the  Bridgeport  bank  he  was  elected  the 
first  cashier,  which  position  he  filled  with  great  acceptance 
eighteen  years,  until  his  death  in  July,  1825. 

Ahijah  Haii'ley  was  a  representative  of  one  of  the  old- 
est, most  numerous  and  prominent  families  in  the  early  set- 
tlement of  Stratford  and  Stratneld.  The  Hawley  family  was 
among  the  most  wealthy  at  the  start,  and  as  they  branched 
out  from  the  old  homestead  they  were  everywhere  thrifty, 
acquiring  large  tracts  of  land,  and  in  Bridgeport  they  were 
among  the  first  for  adventure  and  successful  trade.  "As  rich 
as  the  Hawley's,"  was  a  familiar  phrase  among  the  people 
seventy  years  ago.  The  rule  had  its  exxeptions,  but  was  so 
applicable  as  to  become  a  common  saying.  Isaac  Sherinan, 
Esq.,  speaks  as  follows  of  the  firm  of  Abijah  Hawley  and 
Company  :  "  It  was  composed  of  Abijah,  Aaron  and  Wilson 
Hawley.    They  carried  on  the  Boston  coasting  grain  business 
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and  West  India  trade.  Their  coaster  was  called  the  Three 
Sisters,  probably  from  the  wives  of  the  partners,  who  were 
all  daughters  of  Capt.  Stephen  Summers;  and  their  New 
York  packet  was  the  sloop  Caroline,  and  they  were  very 
successful  for  many  years.  Their  store  and  wharf  were  on 
Water  street  a  little  south  of  State  street,  the  grain  elevator 
of  Mr.  John  Hurd  occupying  about  the  same  site.  Abijah 
Hawlev  was  the  sixth  generation  from  Joseph  Hawley,  the 
first  settler  of  the  name  in  Stratford,  through  Samuel,  of 
Stratford  ;  Dea.  Thomas,  Capt.  Ezra  and  Thomas,  of  Strat- 
field.  The  last  was  the  father  of  Abijah.  whose  residence 
was  on  the  west  side  of  Water  street  corner  of  Thomas. 
The  following  were  children  of  Abijah  and  Polly  (Summers) 
Hawley :  George,  Abijah,  Thomas,  Emeline  and  Munson. 
The  first  two  followed  the  water  for  many  years.  Thomas 
was  a  merchant,  the  founder  of  the  well  known  hardware 
house  of  T.  Hawley  and  Company.  Emeline  married  Dea. 
George  Sterling,  and  Munson,  who  has  been  a  successful 
merchant,  and  who  in  later  years  has  given  his  attention  to 
banking,  has  been  for  the  last  sixteen  and  a  half  years  the 
efficient  president  of  this  bank,  and  now  at  the  age  of  more 
than  four  score  years  it  may  be  said  of  him,  that  his  eye  (to 
business)  has  not  become  dimmed,  nor  his  natural  force  abated. 

The  United  Bank  Building,  erected  in  1885,  by  the 
Bridgeport  National  Bank  and  the  City  Savings  Bank,  sit- 
uated on  the  northeast  corner  of  Main  and  Bank  streets,  is 
constructed  with  granite  copings  and  steps,  with  rock-faced 
Springfield  brown  stone  extending  10  the  height  of  the  second 
story  on  the  front  and  one  story  on  the  side.  Above,  the 
materials  are  Trenton  pressed  brick  with  brown  stone  trim- 
minsrs.  The  main  entrance  is  situated  in  the  center  of  the 
building,  on  Main  street,  and  the  banking  room  floor  is 
reached  through  a  commodious  vestibule  by  a  broad  flight  of 
slate  steps.  The  side  walls  of  vestibule  and  main  halls  are 
composed  of  enamelled  brick  laid  in  neat  geometrical  patterns. 
The  floor  of  the  hall  on  the  first  floor  and  of  the  business  por- 
tion of  both  banking  rooms  is  of  white  marble  tiles.  There  is 
a  commodious  staircase  leading  to  the  second  floor,  composed 
entirely  of  iron  and  slate. 
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The  building  contains  three  stores,  accommodations  for 
two  banks,  and  thirteen  offices;  it  has  also  ample  storage 
room  on  the  third  floor,  which  is  reached  by  a  circular  iron 
staircase.  The  structure  is  heated  throughout  by  steam  and 
the  best  of  plumbing  appliances  have  been  introduced.  The 
store  and  office  floors  are  finished  in  pine  :  the  banking  room 
floors  and  halls  in  cherry  in  the  natural  wood.  The  vaults 
in  the  banking  rooms  are  among  the  best  ever  built  in  this 
country  and  are  furnished  with  the  latest  improvements  of  all 
kinds;  their  exterior  surfaces  are  built  of  enamelled  brick  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  main  halls. 

The  building  was  desiscned  for  strength,  convenience  and 
Utility  ;  no  effort  was  made  for  elaborate  or  ornate  architect- 
ural display,  but  a  general  appearance  of  solidity  and  strength 
was  aimed  at:  it  was  the  aim  of  the  designer  to  indicate  ex- 
teriorly the  purpose  for  which  the  interior  was  to  be  used. 
The  style  of  architecture  adopted  was  a  modified  Gothic  in 
combination  with  heavy  Romanesque  arches;  the  architect 
relied  more  upon  the  contrasting  colors  of  the  materials  used 
and  the  grouping  of  the  entrances  and  windows  for  his  effects 
than  upon  elaborate  detail.  He  aimed  not  only  to  obtain 
pleasant  and  commodious  quarters  for  the  banks,  at  an  easily 
accessible  height  above  the  sidewalk  level,  but  at  the  same 
time  to  utilize  the  space  underneath  the  banks  for  business 
purposes.  The  problem  thus  presented  was  solved  by  the 
introduction  of  stores  with  areas  in  front.  This  led  to  much 
adverse  criticism  while  the  building  was  being  constructed, 
but  the  ready  rental  of  the  stores  and  their  popularity  is  the 
best  and  most  conclusive  argument  that  the  bank  officials 
acted  wisely  in  adopting  this  mode  of  construction. 

Shipping  a7id  Shipmasters. 

As  early  as  17C0  the  mouth  of  the  Pequonnock  river  was 
called  the  harbor,  but  previously  it  had  been  called  the 
Pequonnock  river,  showing  that  not  very  remote  from  that 
date  vessels  began  to  come  up  the  river  to  load  and  unload. 
Previous  to  the  death  of  Richard  Nichols  in  1756,  the  ship- 
ping business — whatever  it  was — was  done  at  what  is  called 
the  Berkshire  Pond.    Not  long  after  this  a  store  and  wharf 
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were  built  by  Philip  Nichols  at  the  south  end  of  Pembroke 
street,  or  the  Point,  and  about  the  same  time  or  soon  after — 
a  little  before  the  Revolution — loading  and  unloading  vessels 
began  on  the  west  side  of  the  harbor,  and  this  locality  as  early 
as  1777,  was  called  Newfield,  and  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Newfield  Harbor/ 

The  beginning  of  shipyards  in  the  Pequonnock  river 
must  date  about  1720  and  continued  to  enlarge  in  propor- 
tions until  after  1800;  and  the  result  was  that  many  of  the 
farmers  held  propertv  in  vessels  and  their  sons  learned  to  be 
sailors  and  commanders  of  these  and  other  vessels.  Before 
the  Revolution,  but  especially  after  it,  trade  with  the  West 
Indies  was  of  commanding  proportions,  and  when  Bridgeport 
began  to  spread  out  as  a  seaport  town  just  after  the  year 
1800,  the  coast  trade  to  Boston,  New  York  and  Baltimore 
and  the  West  Indies  was  largely  the  cause  of  the  rapid 
growth  of  the  borough.  "  The  West  India  trade  was  a  very 
considerable  interest  quite  early  and  continued  to  be  prose- 
cuted as  late  as  1840.  The  parish  mill  site  was  on  Pequonnock 
river  at  what  is  known  as  Pequonnock  Mills.  The  West 
India  trade  made  brisk  times  for  the  coopers  and  millers,  and 
led  to  the  construction  of  the  Yellow  Mill  and  Berkshire 
dams  and  mills,  using  tide  water  as  a  power." 

"The  success  of  the  whaling  business  in  eastern  ports  led 
to  investments  in  that  business  here.'" 

The  ^ridfjeport  WJialing  Comj)cimj  was  incorpo- 
rated in  May,  1833,  with  a  capital  stock  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars ;  the  following  persons  being  named  as 
corporators:  Eben  Fairchild,  Daniel  Tomlinson,  David  P. 
Minot,  Samuel  F.  Hurd  and  David  Perry."  This  company 
owned  and  fitted  the  following  ships — the  Harvest,  Hamilton, 
Atlantic  and  Steigiitz. 

A  company  was  also  formed  for  fishing  on  the  banks  of 

*  Historical  Notes  of  Major  Wm.  B.  Hincks. 

'  Report  of  Bridgeport  Board  of  Trade  for  1878,  p.  32, 

*  Conn.  Private  Acts,  First  Series,  i.  590. 
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New  Foundland,  in  charge  of  Captain  E.  Doane,  but  the  com- 
pany was  not  particularly  successful/ 

Tlie  Bi'idfjeimrt  Steauihoat  CoitipfOitj  was  incorpo- 
rated in  May,  1S24;  the  persons  named  being:  Daniel  Ster- 
ling, Enoch  Foote,  Ransom  C.  Canfield,  Isaac  Sherman, 
Thomas  C.  Wordin  and  Wilson  Hawley,  with  a  capital  stock 
not  to  exceed  thirty  thousand  dollars.  Wilson  Hawley, 
Daniel  Sterling,  Thomas  C.  Wordin,  Reuben  Tweedy  and 
Isaac  Sherman  were  the  first  directors  of  this  company.'" 

Only  two  companies  had  been  previously  incorporated 
in  this  State  for  the  purpose  of  navigation  by  steam  ;  the  first 
was  secured  in  October,  1S18,  and  named  "The  Connecticut 
Steamboat  Company  ;"  the  second,  The  Connecticut  River 
Steamboat  Company,  in  May,  1823. 


'  Log-Book  of  Ship  Atlantic 
On  her  third  voyage  to  the  south  Atlantic  and  Indian  Oceans,  whaling,  during  the 
years  1837-8  and  9  ;  having  departed  from  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  on  July  22d,  1837, 
returning  on  April  12th,  1839. 

Master,  Wm.  Post. 
1st  Mate,  Job  Babcock. 
2d     "     John  Lewis. 
3d     "     Edward  Howel. 

Recapitulation. 

The  voyage  has  occupied  629  days.  The  ship  has  been  at  sea  567  days. 
According  to  calculations  made  at  the  end  of  each  day  the  whole  distance  sailed 
is  46,640  miles.  The  whole  number  of  whales  seen,  making  no  allowance  for  the 
same  ones  seen  at  different  times,  is  got,  of  which  165  are  sperm.  The  total  num- 
ber struck  is  75.  The  number  of  whales  taken,  including  one  found  dead,  is  34, 
of  which  ten  were  females.  The  whole  number  of  pleasant  days  (tolerable  whaling 
weather),  is  462,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  following  table,  where  the  pleasant  or 
whaling  days,  whales  seen,  whales  struck,  and  whales  obtained,  are  arranged 
against  the  several  days  of  the  week. 


Pleasant.                             Whales  seen.       Whales  struck.  Whales  obtained. 

Sundays,--               70  170  15  9 

Mondays  -  64  181  6  4 

Tuesdays  66  1I4  13  6 

Wednesdays  --  69  127  18  5 

Thursdays  65  123  10  4 

Fridays,   -  65  86  85 

Saturdays  -  63  106  5  i 


462  907 
Conn.  Private  Acts,  First  Series,  ii.  1106. 
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The  following-  charters  were  granted  by  the  Connecticut 
General  Assembh'  with  and  following  that  of  Bridgeport: 

The  Bridgeport  Steamboat  Company,  May,  1S24. 
The  Hartford  Steamboat  Company,  May,  1824. 
The  New  Haven  Steamboat  Company,  May,  1S24. 
The  Norwalk  and  New  York  Steamboat  Association,  May, 
1824. 

The  Ousatonic  Steamboat  Company,  May,  1825.  This  com- 
pany was  to  run  steamboats  between  Derby  and  New 
York,  and  their  boat  "Ousatonic"  was  running  on  that 
line  the  next  year. 

The  Stamford  Steamboat  Company,  May,  1825. 

The  Steam  Navigation  Company,  May,  1825. 

By  a  letter  to  Roger  M.  Sherman  dated  January  8,  183S, 
it  is  seen  that  the  boat  named  Fairfield  was  running  on  the 
Bridgeport  line,  but  had  then  discontinued  her  trips  for  the 
winter.  The  steamboat  Nimrod,  Captain  John  Brooks,  was 
on  this  line  quite  a  number  of  years,  and  is  still  remembered 
by  many  individuals. 

The  number  of  men  who  "  followed  the  sea"  from  Bridge- 
port as  well  as  Stratford,  would  make  a  long  list,  and  com- 
prise many  who  were  in  their  day  well  known  to  the  mer- 
chants of  New  York.  A  few  illustrations  are  here  given  at 
length  as  affording  more  interest  than  the  list,  if  that  could 
be  obtained. 

The  grave-stone  inscriptions  of  this  region  reveal  the  sad 
fate  of  many  who  sailed  from  these  ports  never  to  return. 
The  probate  records  show  that  fathers  and  brothers,  remem- 
bering the  perils  of  the  great  deep,  recorded  their  wills  as  a 
settlement  of  all  earthly  estates,  before  passing  out  of  these 
harbors  on  their  long  journeys. 

In  addition  to  the  illustrations  here  following,  a  list  of 
sea  captains,  from  fifty  to  one  hundred,  who  were  raised  in 
the  territory  of  old  Stratford,  might  be  obtained,  who  sailed, 
not  as  far  away,  but  by  many  perils,  successes  and  disasters, 
like  those  whose  records  are  given. 
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Capt.  ExeL'iel  ITuhhcll^^  of  Bridgeport,  son  of  John 
and  Eleanor  (Burr)  Hubbcll,  was  born  in  Fairfield,  Conn., 
April  5,  1768.  After  enjoying  all  the  advantages  of  an  early 
education,  at  the  age  of  fourteen  he  was  employed  as  clerk 
on  board  of  vessels  belonging  to  Richard  and  Amos  Hubbell, 
well-known  merchants  trading  between  Newfield  (Bridgeport) 
and  the  West  Indies.  Soon  manifesting  great  confidence  in 
himself,  he  not  only  took  charge  of  the  cargo  and  business  of 
the  concern,  but  also  the  command  of  the  vessel  as  a  merchant 
navigator,  called  in  those  days  captain  and  supercargo,  both 
positions  being  filled  by  the  same  person.  In  1797,  owing  to 
his  industry  and  perseverance,  he  became  managing  owner  of 
two  fine  vessels,  the  brig  Caroline  and  the  ship  Sally  and 
Betsey,  and  became  also  interested  in  other  vessels  of  smaller 
capacity.  Next  he  took  command  of  the  armed  ship  Citizen, 
of  New  York  city,  which  carried  si.xteen  guns  and  was 
manned  with  a  crew  of  fifty  men,  and  in  her  he  made  several 
voyages  to  Havana.  The  New  York  "Commercial  Adver- 
tiser" of  July  15,  1798,  says:  "Ship  Citizen,  Hubbell,  master, 
ofi  Newfield,  Thursday  last,  via  Halafax,  where  she  had  been 
taken  by  an  English  cruiser,  and  after  a  close  examination  of 
the  crew  and  papers,  was  released."  The  same  paper  of 
December  6,  1798,  says:  "This  day  came  up  the  armed  ship 
Citizen,  Capt.  E.  Hubbell,  sixteen  guns,  nineteen  days  from 
Havana.  Came  out  with  eighteen  vessels  under  convoy,  and 
parted  with  them  on  the  coast.  Left  a  French  privateer 
lying  off  Havana,  but  she  did  not  seem  inclined  to  come 
out.  Flour,  $6^  ;  sugars,  6'  to  7'  cwt.  Cotton  goods  pro- 
hibeted." 

Early  in  1799  he  ventured  in  the  same  ship  (Citizen)  to 
Vera  Cruz,  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  endeavored  to  open  a 
trade  and  dispose  of  the  investment  he  had  on  board,  adapted 
to  the  wants  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Mexico.  Disap- 
pointed in  gaining  permission  to  land  his  goods,  he  proceeded 
to  Honduras,  thence  to  Havana  and  New  York. 

The  information  Captain  Hubbell  obtained  at  Vera  Cruz 
of  the  vast  wealth  of  the  Spaniards  in  their  South  American 
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Stales  on  the  Pacific  coast,  and  the  fabulous  reports  of  the 
demand  for  certain  descriptions  of  goods,  enabled  him,  on 
returning  home,  to  plan  an  important  and  enterprising  ven- 
ture to  those  countries.  Being  a  man  of  great  prudence  yet 
indomitable  energy,  he  at  once  enlisted  the  confidence  of  his 
friends,  purchased  the  ship  Enterprise,  of  250  tons,  and  joined 
capital  with  Isaac  Moses  and  Son,  and  Hoyt  and  Tom,  each 
owning  one-third  of  the  ship  and  cargo.  After  taking  on 
board  an  invoice  of  costly  goods,  of  little  bulk,  adapted  to  the 
wants  of  the  Spaniards  in  Chili  and  Peru,  and  in  addition,  to 
guard  against  possible  failure  and  disappointment,  as  at  Vera 
Cruz,  shipping  a  quantity  of  goods  suited  for  traffic  with 
the  Indians  on  the  northwest  coast  of  America,  he  sailed 
from  New  York  in  October,  1799,  with  intelligent  officers 
and  a  reliable  crew,  numbering  thirty  men  and  boys.  Mak- 
ing slow  progress  in  crossing  the  equator  and  coming  into 
the  high  southern  latitudes  with  lengthening  days,  they 
decided  to  seek  a  harbor  on  the  east  coast  of  Patagonia, 
which  they  effected  in  the  latitude  of  about  45°  south,  where 
they  cleaned  the  ship  of  barnacles  and  sea  grass,  for  further 
and  swifter  progress.  Passing  Cape  Horn  early  in  February, 
after  a  stormy  and  tempestuous  time,  they  were  favored  in 
the  Pacific  Ocean  with  fine  southerly  breezes,  which  carried 
them  along  the  coast  of  Patagonia  and  southern  Chili,  and 
about  the  first  of  March,  1800,  anchored  in  the  harbor  of 
Valparaiso. 

As  many  of  the  crew  were  suffering  with  scurvy  for  the 
want  of  vegetables,  of  which  they  had  been  without  for  many 
months,  the  governor  granted  permission  for  the  ship  to 
remain  in  port  for  a  reasonable  time,  but  as  no  vessels  except 
those  bearing  the  Spanish  f^ag  were  allowed  to  enter  the  port 
for  purposes  of  trade,  the  Enterprise  was  closely  watched 
and  guarded,  by  revenue  officers.  During  this  stay  Captain 
Hubbell  obtained  a  passport  to  visit  the  capital,  Santiago  de 
Chili,  ninety  miles  in  the  interior,  and  was  the  first  citizen  of 
the  United  States  allowed  to  visit  that  city.  He  was  espe- 
cially noticed  by  the  Viceroy,  General  O'Higgins,  upon 
whom  he  called,  and  requested  to  land  and  sell  his  cargo 
under  any  restrictions  His  Excellency  might  see  fit  to  enjoin. 
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While  permission  was  refused,  yet  the  beautiful  city  was 
shown  to  him  and  he  returned  to  his  vessel.  Lingering  at 
Valparaiso  for  ten  days  he  succeeded  in  making  a  conditional 
sale  for  the  greater  portion  of  his  cargo  to  the  governor, 
deliverable  at  Conception,  a  bay  about  three  hundred  miles 
south  of  Valparaiso.  After  arranging  the  terms  an  agent 
was  placed  on  board  the  vessel,  who,  after  it  had  sailed, 
examined  the  cargo,  and  following  instructions,  they  ap- 
proached Conception  Bay,  where  a  payment  of  150,000  Span- 
ish dollars  was  to  be  made  on  board,  in  advance  of  the  deliv- 
ery of  the  goods.  The  morning  was  fair,  the  scenery  mag- 
nificent, a  beautiful  bay  and  harbor  could*be  seen,  overtopped 
by  the  snow-capped  Cordilleras  in  the  distance,  as  the  ship 
glided  to  her  haven.  The  agent  landed  and  proceeded  tow- 
ards a  thicket  at  a  short  distance,  but  instead  of  finding 
friends  to  answer  his  countersign,  he  was  surprised  by  a 
squad  of  cavalry  in  ambush.  Seeing  at  once  the  treachery 
of  the  officers  and  his  own  defeat,  he  sprang  for  his  life 
towards  the  boat,  into  which  the  crew  took  refuge  also,  he 
barely  escaping  the  coils  of  a  lasso  as  they  pushed  off  lor  the 
ship,  which  was  reached  in  safety  except  a  wound  received 
by  one  of  the  officers  from  the  ambush.  Some  years  after- 
wards it  was  learned  that  the  governor's  friends  betrayed 
him  and  the  silver  coin  sent  to  Conception  Bay  was  seized 
by  the  viceroy  and  confiscated. 

Captain  Hubbell  then  sailed  toward  the  northwest  coast 
of  America,  and  approaching  the  coast  of  New  Spain  he 
stood  into  the  harbor  of  San  Bias,  with  the  hope  of  landing 
the  Spanish  agent,  but  being  fired  upon  from  the  forts  he 
continued  his  course  northerly  to  Nootka  Sound.  At  this 
place  and  the  adjacent  coasts  he  traded  such  suitable  goods 
as  he  had  with  the  Indians  for  their  valuable  furs,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  China,  calhng  at  the  Sandwich  Islands  and  the 
Russian  settlements  near  Kamtschatka,  where  he  sold  them 
at  a  great  price,  with  which  he  purchased  a  large  portion  of 
a  cargo  of  cheap  Bohea  tea  and  other  goods.  Sailing  in 
January  he  arrived  off  Bridgeport,  in  Long  Island  Sound, 
June  27,  1802,  one  hundred  and  forty  days  from  Canton  on 
his  way  to  New  York  City.    Being  the  first  navigator  of  the 
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globe  from  New  York,  his  arrival  caused  much  excitement. 
Man}'  of  his  friends  had  mourned  for  him  as  lost  tor  he  had 
not  been  heard  from  during  his  absence  of  nearly  three  years." 

In  the  spring  of  1S03  Captain  Hubbell  purchased  an 
interest  in  the  Catharine  Ray,  a  fine  vessel  of  about  200  tons, 
and  took  command  of  her  as  captain  and  supercargo,  on  a 
voyage  to  China,  with  a  view  to  an  important  investment  in 
silks,  which  voyage  was  performed  in  regular  course,  return- 
ing to  New  York  in  the  spring  of  1S04.  Under  a  similar 
arrangement  with  the  same  owners  he  made  a  second  voyage 
to  China,  returning  home  in  the  spring  of  1805,  when  the 
vessel  was  sold. 

In  May,  1805,  he  resumed  the  command  of  his  old  ship, 
Citizen,  under  the  auspices  of  the  firm  of  Hovt  and  Tom,  and 
fitted  her  for  a  voyage  to  China,  which  was  performed  by 
investing  $150,000  in  Spanish  coin  in  the  purchase  of  silks,  he 
receiving  only  his  commission,  and  returned  to  New  York  in 
May,  1806.  In  October,  1807,  he  sailed  on  another  voyage  to 
China,  in  the  ship  Augustus,  owned  by  Isaac  Moses  and  Son, 
Hoyt  and  Tom,  and  himself,  stopping  on  his  way  at  the  Isle 
of  France,  where  he  purchased  a  cargo  of  cotton.  Disposing 
of  his  cotton  at  Canton  he,  after  some  unexpected  delays  and 
difficulties,  shipped  a  cargo  of  tea,  upon  the  recommendation 
of  Houqua,  the  senior  Hong  merchant,  to  whom,  in  want  of 
sufficient  funds,  he  gave  the  following  note  : 

Canton,  China,  January  15,  180S. 
"$103,000.    Twelve  months  after  date,  for  value  received, 
I  promise  to  pay  to  the  order  of  Houqua,  Hong  merchant, 
one  hundred  and  three  thousand  dollars  for  cargo  of  tea  per 
ship  Augustus,  with  interest  at  12  per  cent,  per  anum. 

EzEKiEL  Hubbell." 

Leaving  Canton  he  sailed  for  Amsterdam,  Holland,  tor 
the  sale  of  his  tea,  but  on  arriving  at  Plymouth,  in  the  Eng- 
lish Channel,  found  that  in  consequence  of  war  between 
England  and  Holland  the  port  of  Amsterdam  was  blockaded. 
After  consulting  London  merchants  he  proceeded  on  his 


"  It  is  stated  that  another  vessel  ftom  New  York  had  been  around  the  globe, 
completing  the  voyage  in  1799. 
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voyage  through  the  North  Sea,  where,  after  some  delay, 
lying  in  sight  of  the  blockading  squadron,  he  ran  the  block- 
ade in  the  night.  The  sun  rose  brightly  the  next  morning 
and  found  the  good  ship  Augustus  embeded  in  the  sandy 
beach,  near  the  main  channel  to  Amsterdam,  fully  protected 
by  the  fortifications,  while  in  the  distant  offing  the  British 
fleet  was  seen  powerless  to  reach  her.  Permission  being 
obtained  from  Louis  Bonaparte,  then  King  of  Holland,  the 
cargo  was  soon  landed  in  the  king's  warehouses  at  Amster- 
dam, from  which  it  was  afterwards  disposed  of  through  the 
aid  of  London  merchants,  and  Captain  Hubbell  returned  to 
New  York,  arriving  in  December,  iSo8.  After  enormous 
expenses  the  result,  still,  was  a  large  profit,  leaving  Captain 
Hubbell,  for  those  days,  not  only  independent,  but  rich.  He 
paid  his  note,  which  was  receipted  as  follows:  "Received 
pay  in  full,  with  interest,  as  adjusted,  $iig,ooo.  Houqua." 

Under  this  Captain  Hubbell  wrote:  "  Paid,  thank  God! 
E.  H." 

From  1809  until  1812  Captain  Hubbell  resided  at  his 
country  home  in  Bridgeport,  where  he  occupied  his  time  in 
gratifying  his  tastes  and  assisting  his  friends  in  their  various 
pursuits  in  life.  In  1S13  he  entered  into  an  extensive  specula- 
tion by  purchasing  large  tracts  of  woodlands  near  West  Point, 
on  the  Hudson  river,  with  the  object  of  furnishing  ship  tim- 
ber, but  the  enterprise  proved  a  losing  investment.  This, 
with  other  losses  in  consequence  of  the  war,  led  him  again 
to  project  foreign  adventure. 

In  1817,  after  nine  years  spent  mostly  in  retirement,  he 
planned  a  voyage  to  the  eastern  world,  and  in  combination 
with  his  friends  Hoyt  and  Tom  and  others,  sailed  in  his  old 
ship.  Citizen,  as  captain  and  supercargo,  with  ample  means  in 
Spanish  dollars,  for  ^Llnila.  There  he  loaded  with  sugars 
and  indigo,  and  returned  to  New  York,  realizing  but  moder- 
ate returns  on  the  expenditures  and  risks.  Retaining  his 
interest  in  the  Citizen,  she  was  despatched  again  to  Manila 
in  the  spring  of  1819,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Loring, 
with  Captain  Hubbell's  son  George  William,  then  twenty- 
three  years  of  age,  on  board  as  supercargo  in  charge  of  the 
business  of  the  ship.  She  loaded  at  Manila  for  Hamburg, 
where  she  arrived  in  May,  1820.    His  son,  after  dispatching 
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the  ship  from  Hamburg  back  to  Manila,  in  charge  of  Captain 
Loring  as  master  and  supercargo,  returned  to  New  York, 
wh^^re  he  arrived  in  February,  1821. 

Captain  Hubbell  continued  to  reside  at  his  home  in 
Bridgeport  from  the  spring  of  1S18  until  1S21,  when  he 
embarked  in  the  ship  Ajax,  a  new  vessel  in  which  he  was 
interested,  and  the  building  of  which  he  superintended.  His 
two  sons,  George  William  and  Henrv  Wilson,  the  former 
twenty-five  and  the  latter  sixteen  years  of  age,  were  passen- 
gers on  this  voyage,  and  had  in  view  the  establishing  of  a 
mercantile  house  in  Manila.  The  Ajax  sailed  from  New 
York  xApril  21,  1821,  and  arrived  at  Manila  the  following 
August,  after  120  days  passage.  She  loaded  and  returned  to 
New  York,  arriving  in  May,  1822,  leaving  his  sons  at  Manila, 
who  during  the  year  prepared  a  cargo  for  the  x'\jax  on  her 
return  as  a  regular  trader  in  the  monsoon  season.  Captain 
Hubbell  made  four  voyages  in  the  Ajax,  taking  out  valuable 
investments  of  English  and  French  manufactures  adapted  to 
the  wants  of  that  people.  The  Ajax  was  finally  sold,  and 
within  four  months  afterwards,  in  August,  1825,  toundered  in 
crossing  the  Atlantic  on  a  voyage  to  England. 

In  June,  1825,  he  took  command  of  the  ship  Sabina,  and 
proceeded  to  Manila,  where  he  loaded  and  arrived  home 
April  22,  1826,  bringing  with  him  his  younger  son. 

On  December  26,  1826,  he  sailed  on  a  voyage  in  the  ship 
Sabina  to  Rio  Janeiro  and  Valparaiso  (where  he  landed  under 
very  different  circumstances  from  those  encountered  on  his 
former  visit  to  Chili  in  1801),  thence  to  Lima  and  Fata  in 
Peru,  Guayaquil,  in  Ecuador,  thence  to  the  Sandwich  Islands, 
and  thence  to  Manila.  At  the  latter  place  he  loaded  his  ship 
from  proceeds  of  treasure  which  was  taken  over  in  the  ship 
from  Lima,  together  with  returns  from  cocoa  shipped  from 
Guayaquil,  and  sandal  wood  from  the  Sandwich  Islands. 
After  an  absence  of  fifteen  months  and  eighteen  days  he 
arrived  at  New  York  April  14,  1828,  in  a  passage  of  one 
hundred  and  eighteen  days  from  Manila.  His  son,  Henry 
Wilson,  in  the  capacity  of  supercargo,  was  with  him  through- 
out the  voyage.    This  was  Captain  Hubbell's  last  voyage. 

The  following  extract  is  from  a  letter  written  by  Capt. 
Hubbell  under  date  Dec.  7,  1833: 
20 
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"  I  have  retired  from  going  to  sea,  some  five  or  six  years, 
but  to  give  you  some  idea  of  my  travels,  I  have  traveled 
245,000  geographical  miles  since  I  passed  my  tourteenth  year, 
which  distance  was  made  up  in  eight  voyages  to  the  Indies, 
which  average  over  30,000  miles  each  voyage.  I  am  65  years 
of  age  —  now  set  myself  down  in  this  village  enjo3'ing  the 
fruits  of  my  travels  and  for  passtime  accepted  the  Presidency 
of  the  Connecticut  Bank,  which  has  been  in  operation  two 
years  very  successfully  thus  far." 

Capt.  Hubbell  was  a  member  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church  in  Bridgeport,  to  which  he  was  strongly  attached. 
He  died  from  the  effects  of  an  influenza  April  i,  1834. 

Georgfe  William  Hubbell  and  Henrv  Wilson  Flubbell, 
sons  of  Capt.  Ezekiel  Hubbell,  were  captains,  supercargos 
and  merchantmen,  and  followed  the  sea  most  of  their  lives. 
George  William,  after  traveling  round  the  globe  many  times, 
performing  efficient  and  successful  service  as  a  merchant, 
died  at  Manila,  Philippine  Islands,  May  3,  1S31,  aged  35 
years.  Henry  Wilson  continued  to  follow  the  sea  as  a  mer- 
chant more  than  twenty  years  after  the  decease  of  his  brother, 
and  his  voyages  in  distance  sailed  sums  up  to  over  370,000 
miles." 

Two  other  illustrations  of  Bridgeport  sea  captains  are 
given  in  "A  Centennial  History"  of  1S76,  by  Major  W.  B. 
Hincks,  in  some  sketches  of  men  of  the  Revolution. 

"  Early  in  the  war  Capt.  David  Hawlev,  of  Stratfield, 
sailed  to  the  West  Indies  for  a  cargo  of  gunpowder,  which, 
upon  his  return,  was  divided  between  the  towns  of  Stratford 
and  Fairfield,  a  part  of  it  being  stored  for  a  time  in  Nichols' 
tavern  on  the  old  county  road.  In  March,  1776,  he  sailed 
again  from  Strattord  in  command  of  a  privateer  sloop,  but 
was  captured,  when  four  days  out,  by  a  British  man  of  war, 
Bellona.  Large  inducements  v/ere  offered  him  by  his  captors 
to  change  his  allegiance  and  act  as  a  pilot  to  the  British  Peet, 
but  these  were  firmly  declined.  He  was  taken  to  Halifax, 
but  after  a  captivity  of  only  two  weeks  made  his  escape  with 
eight  companions  in  a  small  boat,  and  at  length  found  his 
way  back  home.    In  August,  1776,  he  was  commissioned  by 
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the  legislature  to  raise  a  naval  detachment  for  service  upon 
Lake  Champlain,  and  a  lew  months  later  he  took  part  in  the 
disastrous  action  fought  upon  this  lake  between  the  British 
and  American  flotillas.  Alter  this,  Long  Island  Sound  was 
his  cruising  ground,  and  besides  capturing  Judge  Jones  we 
find  him  in  May,  1777,  and  again  in  August  of  the  same  3'ear, 
bringing  a  number  of  prizes  into  Black  Rock  harbor.  xA.fter 
the  war  he  resided  in  Bridgeport  until  his  decease  in  1807. 
He  built  on  the  corner  of  Water  and  Gilbert  streets  the  first 
brick  house  erected  within  the  city  limits." 

"  Capt.  Samuel  Smedley  sailed  upon  the  Atlantic  as 
commander  of  the  brig  Defense,  perhaps  the  most  successful 
vessel  in  the  Colonial  Navy.  He  captured  many  prizes, 
among  them  the  British  shi[)  Cyrus,  mounting  eighteen  guns 
and  laden  with  a  cargo  that  sold  for  about  i!"20,ooo,  one  of  the 
most  valuable  captures  made  during  the  revolution.  After 
the  war  Capt.  Smedley  was  for  many  years  collector  of  Cus- 
toms for  this  district,  residing  and  having  his  office  at  Fairfield." 

Capt.  Isaac  IBiU'roufjlts,  son  of  Stephen  Burroughs, 
born  in  Bridgeport  or  Newfield,  Conn.,  in  177S,  and  died 
at  his  residence  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  January  8,  1861,  was 
also  a  sea  captain.  Like  his  father  before  him,  he  was  exten- 
sively engaged  in  navigation  and  owned  a  large  number  of 
vessels,  which  plied  between  Boston,  New  York  and  nearly 
all  the  southern  ports,  besides  visiting  many  of  the  islands  of 
the  sea.  He  was  a  large  owner  of  real  estate  in  this  city,  and 
a  director  in  the  old  Bridgeport  bank.  He  was  a  life-long 
Whig  and  Republican,  and  as  such  represented  his  town  in 
the  State  Legislature.  He  was  a  warden  for  several  years  of 
St.  John's  Episcopal  Church,  and  one  of  its  most  liberal  sup- 
porters. He  married  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Andrew  Hurd, 
of  Old  Mill,  Conn.  Their  children  were  six  in  number,  all  of 
whom  are  deceased.  Catharine  A.  married  A.  A.  Pettingill, 
an  accomplished  gentleman  and  scholar,  of  Bridgeport.  She 
gave  in  her  will  the  elegant  building  known  as  the  Burroughs 
Block,  to  the  Bridgeport  Public  Library  for  a  perpetual 
library  building.'* 

See  Bridgeport  Public  Library  and  Reading  Room. 
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EWFIELD  village  people,  both  Congrcga- 
tional  and  Episcopal,  went  to  Stratfield,  a 
distance  of  one  mile  or  more,  about  twenty- 
five  vears,  to  church,  but  as  soon  as  the  bor- 
ough was  organized  in  iSoo  movements  began 
to  bring  these  churches  into  the  borough, 
where  then  were  located  the  post  office  and 
stores. 

The  Episcopal  people  were  the  first  to 
build  a  church  edifice  here. 


SL  John  s  C/nirck,  Bridgeport. 

The  first  edifice  built  as  a  house  of  wor- 
ship for  this  church  in  Stratfield  was  erected 
in  the  summer  of  174S,  as  indicated  by  the  following  record 

"I  have  formerl}'  mentioned  a  Church  built  at  Stratfield, 
in  which  they  are  very  urgent  to  have  me  officiate  every 
third  Sunday,  because  we  have  large  congregations  when  1 
preach  there.  The  people  living  in  the  town  and  westward 
are  very  much  against  it,  because  Mr.  Caner  used  to  keep 
steadily  to  the  Church  in  town,  but  then  there  was  neither 
Church  nor  Congregation  at  Stratfield." 

Mr.  Caner  resigned  his  pastorate  in  Fairfield  and  re- 
moved to  Boston  in  the  year  1747,  and  Mr.  Lamson  was  his 
successor  as  missionary  pastor  at  Fairfield,  and  he  says  there 
was  "  neither  Church  nor  congregation  at  Stratfield,"  under 

'  Church  Documents  of  Connecticut,  vol.  i,  page  246,  ietterof  Joseph  Lamson, 
dated  Fairfield,  Nov.  10,  1748. 
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Mr.  Caner,  and  hence  the  interest  in  establishing  a  church  in 
this  locality  must  have  taken  form  and  the  church  been  built 
after  Mr.  Lamson  came  and  in  the  year  1748,  and  Mr.  Lamson 
held  services  in  it  that  year.  It  was  called  St.  John's  Church 
and  was  a  frame  building  with  a  steeple,  and  stood  on  the 
corner  of  Church  Lane  (now  Wood  avenue,  of  Bridgeport). 
Among  the  contributors  lor  its  erection  were  Col.  John  Burr, 
John  Holburton,  Timothy  Wheeler,  Joseph  Seeley,  John 
Nichols,  Richard  Hall  and  Samuel  Beardslee.  For  some 
3-ears  the  Rev.  Joseph  Lamson  officiated,  dividing  his  labors 
so  as  to  minister  here  and  in  other  localities,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  Rev.  John  Say  re. 

Tradition  savs  Mr.  Lamson  was  engaged  to  marrv  Abi- 
gail Rumsey,  of  Fairfield,  that  she  went  to  Stratford  to  \  isit 
friends,  was  taken  verv  ill,  and  being  attended  by  her  parents 
and  Mr.  Lamson  in  her  illness,  she  directed  just  before  her 
decease,  that  a  string  of  gold  beads  which  she  wore  should  be 
taken  from  her  neck  and  placed  on  his,  which  was  done  and 
he  wore  them  as  long  as  he  lived.  The  following  is  the  tomb- 
stone inscription  memorial  of  the  young  lad3':  "i\bigail  Rum- 
sey, Daughter  of  Mr.  Benj"'"  &  Mrs.  Rebecka  Rumsey  of 
Fairfield,  Who  Died  Octb'  14,  1743,  Aged  16  years  &  7 
months."" 

Although  there  was  neither  church  nor  congregation  at 
Stratfield,  there  were  communicants  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
residing  here  while  Mr.  Caner  preached  at  Fairfield,  for  the 
following  vote  is  recorded  in  ''he  Stratfield  societv's  book: 
"December  24,  1746.  Voted  a  tax  or  rate  on  all  the  polls 
and  ratable  estate  of  the  Society,  of  nine  pence  on  the  pound 
to  defray  the  ministerial  charges  in  the  society,  Professed 
Churchmen  e.xempted."  This  vote,  however,  to  e.\empt  the 
churchmen  was  rescinded  at  a  society  meeting  the  next  Feb- 
ruary. 

It  is  certain  that  some  of  these  men  who  contributed  to 
build  this  Episcopal  Church  were  prominent  persons  in  the 
Congregational  society  until  the  great  stir  made  soon  after 
Whitefield's  visit  to  Stratford  and  Fairfield  in  October,  1740. 


*  See  page  227  of  ihis  book. 
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The  following  record  is  conclusive:  "At  a  lawful  meeting- of 
the  Society  of  Stratfield  held  on  22  day  of  December,  1743, 
it  was  voted  that  Capt.  John  Burr,  David  Sherman,  Jr.,  and 
Timothy  Wheeler  be  a  committee  to  order  the  prudentials 
of  the  society  for  the  year  ensuing."  Col.  John  Burr  was 
moderator  of  this  same  meeting,  so  that  his  position  as  a 
prominent  man  of  the  Congregational  society  at  that  date  is 
also  decided.  It  is  indicated  that  Col.  Burr  and  Timothy 
Wheeler  united  with  the  Episcopal  Church  in  the  year  1744, 
since  in  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Stratfield  society,  Decem- 
ber, 1744,  neither  of  their  names  occurs. 

John  Beardslee,  who  has  been  supposed  to  have  been  a 
member  of  the  Episco[)al  Church  some  years  earlier,  was 
moderator  of  the  Stratfield  society's  meeting  in  October, 
1743.  Samuel  Beardslee  was  not  prominent  in  the  Stratfield 
society;  he  conformed  to  the  Episcopal  Church,  probably, 
with  others  in  1744,  and  after  several  years  joined  the  Baptist 
Church. 

It  is  therefore  quite  certain  that  in  1740  there  were  very 
few  if  any  communicants  of  the  Episcopal  Church  residing 
within  the  boundaries  of  the  Stratfield  society. 

The  records  of  this  St.  John's  Church  now  in  existence, 
begin  with  a  copy  of  the  summons  of  "those  persons  profess- 
ors of  the  Episcopal  Church,  inhabitants  of  Stratfield  Society, 
to  appear  at  the  Church  in  said  Society,  Thursday  the  ninth 
day  of  instant  December,  at  two  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon, 
for  the  purpose  of  forming  themselves  into  one  body  Corpo- 
rate, or  Society,  for  to  chuse  Society  officers  for  the  well- 
ordering  and  governing  the  prudential  affairs  of  said  Episco- 
pal Church  as  they  in  their  wisdom  shall  judge  meet  and 
fitting."  This  document  bears  the  date  December  i,  1784. 
The  first  meeting  was  held  on  the  day  designated  and  after 
choosing  the  parish  officers  it  was  "voted  to  settle  Mr.  Phihj 
Shelton  in  this  Society."  Mr.  Shelton  at  that  time  wus  a 
candidate  for  orders,  and  continued  to  officiate  as  lay  reader 
until  the  arrival  of  Bishop  Seabury,  who  admitted  him  to  the 
order  of  Deacons  of  Christ  Church,  Middletown,  and  to  the 
order  of  Priesthood  in  Trinity  Church,  New  Haven,  in  1785. 
Aside  from  the  fact  that  his  rectorship  was  the  first  after  the 
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organization,  and  the  longest  that  the  parish  has  known,  he  is 
also  to  be  remembered  as  the  first  individual  who  received 
Episcopal  ordination  in  this  country,  as  appears  from  the 
inscription  placed  over  his  remains,  which  were  interred  in 
the  Episcopal  Church  which  was  at  Mill  Plain,  Fairfield,  also 
under  his  charge.  The  increase  of  business  and  the  popula- 
tion in  the  borough  of  Bridgeport,  necessitated  a  change  in 
the  locality  of  the  church,  and  accordingly  in  iSoi  the  second 
edifice  was  erected  at  the  southeast  corner  of  State  and  Broad 
streets  in  Bridgeport.  Mr.  Shelton's  rectorship  continued 
until  Easter  in  1824. 

The  following  sketch  of  his  life  and  labors  is  taken  largely 
from  the  *' Seabury  Centenary  of  Connecticut,"  published  in 
1885. 

Ttev.  Philo  Sltelton.  son  of  Samuel  and  grandson  of 
Daniel  Shelton,  was  born  in  Ripton — -now  Huntington — May 
7,  1754.  He  was  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1775,  and  offi- 
ciated as  lay  reader  in  several  places,  principally  at  Fairfield, 
Stratfield  and  Weston,  after  1779.  While  waiting  for  ordina- 
tion he  married,  April  20,  17S1,  Lucy,  daughter  of  Philip 
Nichols,  Esq.,  of  Stratford — now  Bridgeport.  In  February, 
1785,  a  formal  arrangement  was  made  that  his  services  in 
each  of  the  three  places  should  be  proportioned  to  the  num- 
ber of  churchmen  residing  in  them  respectively,  and  until  he 
should  be  in  orders  it  was  stipulated  to  pay  him  twenty 
shillings  lawful  money  for  each  dav  that  he  officiated.  Rev. 
Ashbel  Baldwin,  his  nearest  neighbor  in  parochial  work,  and 
most  intimate  friend  and  associate  in  efforts  to  build  up  the 
church  in  Connecticut,  used  to  say  that  the  hands  of  Bishop 
Seabury  were  first  laid  upon  the  head  of  Mr.  Shelton  on  the 
3d  of  August,  1785,  so  that  his  name  really  begins  the  long 
list  of  clergy  who  have  received  ordination  in  this  C(nintry 
by  Bishops  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  In  the 
Diocesan  Convention,  under  an  established  rule  of  that  body, 
he  invariably  outranked  Mr.  Baldwin,  and  so  was  frequently 
the  presiding  officer  in  the  absence  of  the  Bishop,  which  is 
another  proof  that  he  was  his  senior  by  ordination  as  well  as 
in  years. 
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After  his  admission  to  Holy  Orders,  according  to  his 
own  statement,  Mr.  Shelton  took  kill  "pastoral  charge  of  the 
cure  of  Fairfield,  including  Stratfield  and  Weston,  dividing 
his  time  equally  between  the  three  churches,  with  a  salar}'  of 
one  hundred  pounds  per  annum  from  the  congregations,  and 
the  use  of  what  lands  belonged  to  the  cure."  Five  years 
passed  away  before  the  enterprise  of  building  a  new  church 
in  Fairfield  was  really  begun,  and  then  it  was  erected  about  a 
mile  west  of  the  site  where  the  old  one  stood,  and  was  only 
inclosed  and  made  fit  tor  occupancv  at  the  time  and  not  fin- 
ished and  consecrated  until  1798. 

Then  the  population  was  drifting  from  Stratfield  toward 
the  borough  of  Bridgeport,  and  in  1801  it  was  deemed  advisa- 
ble to  demolish  the  old  church  and  build  a  new  one  in  a  more 
central  locality:  and  Mr.  Shelton,  seeing  the  wisdom  and 
advantage  of  this  movement,  encouraged  it. 

This  new  church  in  the  borough  was  so  far  completed 
that  it  was  used  in  the  begi  nning  of  Ad  vent,  1801,  and  two 
years  later  "  the  ground  floor  was  sold  at  public  vendue  for 
the  purpose  of  building  the  pews  and  seats  thereon,  and  fin- 
ishing the  church,  and  the  money  raised  in  the  sale  amounted 
to  between  six  and  seven  hundred  dollars."  The  building 
cost  about  thirty-five  hundred  dollars  above  this,  and  was 
met  by  voluntary  contributions  of  the  people.  Mr.  Shelton, 
in  speaking  of  the  whole  work,  said  :  "  It  has  been  conducted 
in  harmony,  with  good  prudence,  strict  economy,  and  a  de- 
gree of  elegance  and  taste  which  does  honor  to  the  committee 
and  adds  respectability  to  the  place." 

For  nearly  forty  years  the  scene  of  his  ministerial  labors 
was  undisturbed,  and  he  dwelt  among  his  people  in  quietness 
and  confidence  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  them  attain 
to  a  high  degree  of  worldly  prosperity.  The  silent  influence 
of  a  good  life  carried  him  along  smoothly  and  left  its  gentle 
impress  wherever  he  was  known.  "A  faithful  pastor,  a  guile- 
less and  godly  man,"  is  a  part  of  the  inscription  upon  the 
marble  monument  erected  over  his  ashes  in  the  Mountain 
Grove  Cemetery  at  Bridgeport,  a  few  years  since,  by  his  son 
William,  and  these  words  sum  up  very  appropriately  his 
ministerial  and  Christian  character.    While  he  confined  him- 
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self  closely  to  the  duties  of  his  cure,  he  shrank  not  from  work 
put  upon  him  bv  the  diocese  and  was  for  twenty-four  years  a 
member  of  the  standing-  committee  and  a  firm  supporter  of 
ecclesiastical  authority  in  seasons  of  trial  and  trouble.  He 
was  also  several  times  chosen  a  deputy  to  the  General  Con- 
vention, and  never  failed  to  attend  its  sessions. 

Mr.  Shelton  continued  to  serve  in  this  parish  until  his 
resignation  of  the  pastorate  of  St.  John's  Church,  which  took 
effect  at  Easter  in  1S24.  After  this  he  confined  his  labors 
regularly  to  the  church  in  Fairfield,  but  did  not  long  survive 
the  change,  for  he  died  Februarv  27,  1S25,  and  was  buried 
under  the  chancel  of  the  old  church  in  Mill  Plain,  Fairfield, 
where  he  had  ministered  so  many  years,  and  a  marble  tablet 
was  provided  by  the  congregation  to  mark  his  resting  place, 
on  which,  among  other  things,  were  inscribed  the  date  of  his 
birth,  graduation,  admission  to  Holy  Orders,  and  the  words: 
"  being  the  first  clergyman  Episcopally  ordained  in  the  United 
States." 

The  remains  of  Mr.  Shelton  now  have  a  final  resting-place 
with  those  of  his  wife  and  two  ot  his  daughters  in  Mountain 
Grove  Cemetery.  A  monumental  tablet  in  the  wall  of  St. 
John's  Church.  Bridgeport,  "  bears  an  affectionate  testimony 
to  his  Christian  worth  and  ministerial  fidelitv."  Bishop 
Brownell  said  of  him:  "For  simplicity  ot  character,  amiable 
manners,  unaffected  piety,  and  a  faithful  devotion  to  the 
duties  of  the  ministerial  office,  he  has  left  an  example  by 
which  all  his  surviving  brethren  may  profit,  and  which  few 
of  them  may  hope  to  surpass." 

His  widow  survived  him  thirteen  years,  being  an  intelli- 
gent and  devout  churchwoman,  who,  as  it  has  been  said,  "left 
a  name  only  to  be  loved  and  honored  by  her  friends."  Two 
of  his  sons  entered  the  ministry.  George  Augustus  Shelton, 
the  younger,  was  a  graduate  of  Yale  College,  and  died  rector 
of  St.  James's  Church,  Newtown,  L.  I.,  in  1863.  The  other 
son,  VV^illiam  Shelton,  D.D.,  succeeded  his  father  for  a  time 
in  Fairfield,  and  then  went  to  Buffalo,  where  for  more  than 
half  a  century  he  was  the  distinguished  rector  of  St.  Paul's 
Church,  the  oldest  parish  in  that  city.    Both  died  childless. 
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Mev.  Henrif  7?.  JiuJah  in  1824  succeeded  the  Rev. 
Philo  Shelton  in  the  pastorate  of  St.  John's  Church,  and 
continued  therein  until  the  year  1S33,  when  he  was  followed 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Gurdon  S.  Coit.  In  1836  the  third  church 
edifice  was  built,  located  at  the  southeast  corner  of  Broad 
and  Cannon  streets,  and  Dr.  Coit  served  the  parish  until  1S61, 
when  he  resigned. 

Gurdon  Saltonstall  Coit,  D.I).,  was  born  in  New 
London,  Conn.,  October  28,  1808,  and  was  graduated  at  Yale 
College  in  182S,  and  became  rector  of  St.  John's  Church, 
Bridgeport,  in  October,  1833.  In  1836,  during  his  labors 
here,  the  third  edifice  of  worship  for  this  church  was  built 
on  the  corner  of  Broad  and  Cannon  streets,  a  stone  structure 
of  dignified  proportions  and  commodious  capacity.  It  is  still 
Standing  but  occupied  for  other  purposes,  the  congregation 
having  removed  to  their  new  edifice  on  the  corner  of  Park 
and  Fairfiefd  avenue. 

Dr.  Coit  continued  rector  of  this  parish  with  much  suc- 
cess until  he  accepted  the  chaplaincy  of  Colonel  Berdan's 
regiment  of  sharp-shooters,  September  26,  1861.  After  the 
war  he  became  rector  at  Naugatuck  and  subsequently  at 
West  Haven.    He  died  in  Southport,  Conn.,  Nov.  10,  i86g. 

In  1861  Dr.  Coit  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Junius  M. 
Willey,  whose  brief  rectorship  was  terminated  by  his  untimely 
death  on  April/,  1866.  This  is  the  only  instance  in  the  long 
history  of  the  parish  in  which  its  members  have  been  called 
to  follow  the  remains  of  one  who  while  yet  their  official  head 
had  been  summoned  from  the  labor  of  earth  to  the  rest  of  the 
blessed. 

Itev.  Eaton  W.  3Iaxcy,  D.D.,  became  the  pastor  of 
St.  John's  Church  at  Whit  Sunday,  1867,  and  continued  in  its 
service  until  his  resignation  took  effect  on  Easter,  1885.  Dur- 
ing his  labors  here  the  fourth  edifice  of  worship  for  this  parish 
was  erected,  being  located  at  the  corner  of  Park  and  Fairfield 
avenues,  which  was  occupied  by  the  congregation  the  first 
time  at  Easter  in  1875.  It  is  one  of  the  finest  edifices  in  the 
city  and  has  one  of  the  most  favorable  locations.  Dr.  Maxcy 
resigned  this  parish  after  eighteen  years  of  successful  and 
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most  constant  labors,  at  Easter,  1885,  has  since  become 
the  rector  of  a  pleasant  and  prosperous  church  in  the  city  of 
Troy,  N.  Y. 

First  Congregatio7ial  Church  of  Bridgeport. 

This  was  originally  the  Stratfield  Church,  the  history  of 
which  until  1745  has  been  given  in  a  previous  part  of  this 
book.  The  Rev.  Samuel  Cooke,  the  pastor,  died  December 
2,  1747,  and  his  successor  was  Lyman  Hall. 

JSLv.  Ziifman  JlaU  was  born  in  Wallingford,  April  12, 
1724,  and  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1747.  He  studied 
theology  with  an  uncle  in  Cheshire,  and  was  ordained  in 
Stratfield,  September  20,  1749,  but  his  pastorate  was  short, 
closing  June  18,  175 1.  He  then  taught  school  in  Fairfield, 
studied  medicine  and  became  a  physician.  He  married,  May 
20,  1752,  Abigail,  the  accomplished  daughter  of  Thaddeus 
Barr.  She  died  July  8,  1753,  as  seen  by  the  inscription  on 
her  grave-stone.^ 

Mr.  Hall  was  in  Fairfield  as  late  as  1757,  but  afterwards 
removed  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  early  in  1775  took  a 
seat  in  the  Continental  Congress  as  a  representative  of  that 
patriotic  people.  He  was  a  signer  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  and  in  1783  was  the  first  Governor  of  that 
State.  He  died  October  19,  1790,  leaving  a  widow  but  no 
children.' 


'  "  Here  lies  buried  the  Body  of  Mrs.  Abigail  Hail,  wife  of  Lyman  Hall  M.A., 
Daughter  of  Thaddeus  Burr,  Esq^,  died  July  S''',  1753,  Aged  24  Years. 

Modest,  yet  free,  with  innocence  adorned  ; 

To  please  and  win,  by  Art  and  Nature  formed  ; 

Benevolent  and  wise,  in  virtue  firm  ; 

Constant  in  Friendship,  in  Religion  warm  ; 

A  partner  tender,  unaffected,  kind  ; 

A  lovely  Form,  with  a  more  lovely  mind, — 

The  scene  of  Life  iho'  short  sh'  improved  so  well. 

No  charms  in  human  forms  could  more  excel  ;  - 

Christ's  Life  her  copy  ;  His  pure  law  her  Guide  ; 

Each  part  She  acted,  perfected,  and  dy'd." 

Sermon  by  the  Rev.  Charles  Ray  Palmer,  of  Bridgeport,  1876. 
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Hev.  Hohevt  lioss,"  after  an  interval  of  two  years  and 
more,  succeeded  Mr.  Hall  in  the  pastorate  of  the  Stratfield 
Congregational  Church.  He  was  the  son  of  Irish  parents, 
but  a  native  of  this  country.  He  was  born  in  1726,  graduated 
at  Princeton  in  175 1,  and  ordained  pastor  here  November  28, 
1753,  which  position  he  filled  with  much  efficiency  and  suc- 
cess more  than  forty-two  years.  He  lived  on  the  old  stage 
road,  a  little  west  of  Church  Lane,  in  a  house  recently  taken 
down.  He  was  beyond  doubt  a  remarkable  man.  He  was 
six  feet  in  height  and  well  proportioned.  His  presence  was 
imposing,  and  his  ruffled  shirt,  wig,  and  cocked  hat  seemed 
peculiarly  in  keeping  with  it.  His  usual  dress  was  a  black 
suit  with  knee  breeches,  and  white  topped  boots.  He  was 
distinguished  for  his  classical  attainments  and  was  esteemed 
as  a  sound  theologian;  but  he  most  strongly  impressed  him- 
self upon  the  community  through  the  warmth  of  his  patriot- 
ism and  the  decisiveness  of  his  political  convictions.  He 
became  a  man  of  influence  on  the  patriotic  side  and  propor- 
tionally obnoxious  to  the  royalists.  At  the  outbreak  of  the 
Revolutionary  War  he  preached  on  the  text,  "  For  the  divis- 
ions of  Reuben  there  were  great  searchings  of  heart,"  in  a 
way  long  to  be  remembered.  A  company  of  soldiers,  raised 
to  join  the  invasion  of  Canada,  in  the  fall  of  1775,  mustered 
in  his  door  yard  and  was  commended  to  God  in  a  fervent 
prayer  by  him,  before  starting  on  their  expedition.  He  was  a 
steadfast  promoter  of  education  and  published  some  school 
books.  He  married,  first,  Mrs.  Sarah,  widow  of  Samuel 
Hawley,  December  18,  1753.  She  was  Sarah  Edwards  before 
marriage  to  Mr.  Hawley.  She  died  October  10,  1772.  Mr. 
Ross  married,  second,  Eulilia,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and 
Elizabeth  (Williams)  Bartram,  of  Fairfield.  She  died  Decem- 
ber 9,  1785,  in  her  49th  year,  being  much  esteemed  by  the 
people.  Mr.  Ross  married  in  1786,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Jonathan  Merrick,  of  North  Branford.  She  died  August  2y, 
1799,  leaving  a  son,  Merrick,  who  died  September  11,  1799. 
By  his  first  wife  he  had  a  son  and  daughter.  The  son,  while 
a  lad,  was  drowned  in  his  father's  well,  but  the  daughter, 
Sarah,  married  Eliphalet  Jennings,  and  her  descendants  are 


^  Sermon  by  the  Rev.  Charles  Ray  Palmer,  of  Bridgeport,  1876. 
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still  living'.  Another  son,  of  the  third  marriage,  survived  his 
father  only  a  few  days. 

Mr.  Ross  resigned  his  charge  April  30,  1796,  and  died 
August  29,  1799.  of  a  fever,  and  within  twenty-four  hours 
Mrs.  Ross  died  of  the  same  disease.  They  were  buried  in 
the  same  grave. 

The  long  period  covered  by  the  pastorates  of  Cook,  Hall, 
and  Ross — over  eighty  years — saw  many  changes  in  the  com- 
munity at  Stratfield.  The  inhabitants  were  no  longer  solely 
farmers  and  stock  growers,  but  had  developed,  before  the 
middle  of  the  century,  in  spite  of  all  discouragements,  a 
coasting  trade  of  quite  honorable  proportions,  and  a  race  of 
mariners  had  been  bred  to  the  ocean.  Mechanics  and  trades- 
men, in  a  new  form,  had  found  means  for  living  in  Stratfield, 
and  thus  the  simple  uniformity  of  the  earlier  period  passed 
away.  Political  events,  too,  brought  about  changes.  The 
French  and  Indian  wars  introduced  no  foeman  within  the 
borders  of  Connecticut,  but  her  sons  did  yeoman  service  in 
the  struggles  of  sister  colonies.  The  Revolution,  as  is  well 
known,  laid  heavy  burdens  upon  the  Connecticut  coast,  and 
the  long  train  of  evils  which  accompanied  and  followed  it 
went  far  toward  ruining  every  interest  of  society.  The  last 
ten  or  twenty  years  of  Mr.  Ross's  ministry  were,  for  many 
reasons,  times  of  trial.  The  diseases,  vices,  sufferings,  losses, 
universal  insolvency,  which  came  with  or  were  entailed  by 
the  war,  made  darker  days  than  had  ever  been  seen  before. 
Good  morals  were  forsaken  and  godliness  decayed  to  a  dis- 
astrous extent.  The  difficulties,  depressions  and  straits  of 
the  church  during  this  time  must  have  tasked  even  so  ardent 
and  zealous  a  man  as  Mr.  Ross.  As  the  process  of  recuper- 
ation slowly  went  on,  another  change  in  the  community 
worked  important  results.  The  little  cluster  of  houses  and 
stores  which  acquired  the  name  of  Newfield,  on  the  shore  of 
the  harbor  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  present  intersection  of 
State  and  Main  streets,  began  to  increase  in  importance,  and 
this  was  the  nucleus  of  the  future  town  and  city  of  Bridge- 
port, in  which  the  individuality  of  Stratfield  was  eventually 
to  be  lost. 
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Hev.  Samuel  JUatchfonJ  was  the  successor  of  Mr. 
Ross  in  the  pastorate  of  the  Stratfield  Church.  He  was  the 
son  of  Henry  and  Mary  Blatchford,  and  born  in  Devonport, 
Devonshire,  England,  in  the  year  1767.  His  father's  family 
sympathised  with  the  American  cause  during  the  Revolution, 
and  he  was  often  employed  to  conve}'  means  of  relief  to 
American  prisoners  of  war  in  the  Mill  prison.  His  interest 
in  these  objects  of  his  friends'  bounty  led  him  to  an  early 
purpose  to  visit  this  country.  He  was  placed  at  a  boarding 
school  at  Willington,  in  Somersetshire,  and  atterwards  at 
Homerton  College,  near  London.  i\fter  completing  his  stud- 
ies he  was  employed  as  assistant  minister,  and  in  November, 
1789,  he  was  ordained  pastor  at  Kingsbridge,  near  Dartmouth. 
He  married,  in  March,  1788,  Alicia,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Windeatt,  Esq.,  of  Bridgetown,  Totwas,  a  lady  admirably 
fitted  for  her  station,  and  spared  to  him  to  the  end  of  his  life. 
In  1791  Mr.  Blatchford  removed  to  Topsham,  near  Exeter, 
and  thence,  in  1795,  he  emigrated  to  America,  according  to 
his  long  cherished  purpose,  and  arrived  in  New  York  August 
1st  of  that  year.  He  preached  first  in  Bedford,  N.  Y. ;  then 
for  a  year  at  Greenfield  Hill,  succeeding  there  President 
D  wight. 

In  February,  1797,  he  w^as  invited  to  preach  in  the  Strat- 
field church  for  six  months,  with  the  view  of  a  settlement, 
which  he  afterwards  accepted,  and  he  was  installed  Novem- 
ber 22  of  the  same  year.  His  salary  being  inadequate,  he 
added  to  it  by  teaching  an  academy  for  boys.  He  lived  in  a 
house  now  numbered  644  Main  street,  and  his  academy  was 
just  below,  on  land  now  owned  by  Thomas  Calef.  He  lab- 
ored here  until  March  20,  1804,  when  he  resigned  to  accept  a 
call  to  Lansingburgh,  N.  Y.,  where  he  continued  until  his 
death,  Alarch  17,  1828.  He  was  honored  with  the  degree  of 
D.D.  by  Williams  College  in  1808.  He  had  seventeen  chil- 
dren, of  whom  ten  survived  him.  While  here  he  had  not 
developed  his  best  powers,  for,  being  unfamiliar  with  Amer- 
ican life,  scantily  supported,  burdened  with  work  and  care  in 
his  double  duties,  he  could  not  do  justice  to  himself.  But  he 
became  an  able,  prominent  man.  As  a  preacher  he  was 
instructive  in  matter,  unaflfected  and  impressive  in  manner. 
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He  was  well  read  in  theology,  and  decided  in  his  convictions. 
He  possessed  generous  sympathies  and  was  interested  in  all 
enterprises  of  beneficence,  especially  in  the  education  of 
young  men.  His  labors  here  were  of  great  service  to  the 
church,  and  only  too  soon  terminated.  The  church  at  his 
coming  was  low  as  to  prosperity,  but  he  gave  it  a  rising 
impulse.  A  revival  in  1800  added  a  number  of  persons  to 
the  membership,  and  in  1803  a  movement  to  build  a  new 
house  of  worship  was  successfully  inaugurated.  He  died 
December  2,  1846. 

A  story  is  told  of  Mr.  Blatchford's  ready  and  appropriate 
use  of  language  in  rendering  thanks  at  the  table  of  William 
Worden.  Mr.  VVorden  had  been  to  short  beach  and  just 
returned  with  some  fine  clams,  which  Mrs.  Worden  had 
hastily  cooked,  as  Mr.  Blatchford  happened  to  call.  A  very 
plain  table  was  set  with  bread,  butter,  milk,  tea  and  the 
clams,  and  Mr.  Blatchford  was  invited  to  share  the  meal  and 
ask  a  blessing,  which  proposition  he  accepted,  and  in  giving 
thanks  said  :  "  O  Lord,  thou  hast  cast  our  lines  in  pleasant 
places  and  given  us  a  goodly  heritage.  Thou  feedest  us  with 
the  finest  of  the  wheat  and  givest  us  the  milk  of  kine.  Thou 
causest  us  to  suck  the  abundance  of  the  sea  and  treasures  hid 
in  the  sand." 

The  removal  of  the  Congregational  place  of  worship  was 
more  difficult  than  that  of  the  Episcopal.  The  movement 
originated  in  the  borough  and  was  wholly  voluntary,  and 
therefore  the  records  of  the  inception  do  not  appear  on  the 
books  of  the  society. 

The  building  shown  in  the  accompanying  cut  as  the  First 
Congregational  Church  was  erected  and  inclosed  during  the 
year  1803.  On  June  11,  1S04,  the  society  voted  to  agree  to 
hold  the  meetings  for  public  worship  half  the  time  in  Bridge- 
port, when  a  house  suitable  for  that  purpose  shall,  without 
expense  to  the  society,  be  so  far  completed  as  to  accommo- 
date such  meetings.    Ayes.  32;  nays,  19. 

A  meeting  of  the  society  was  warned  and  held  June  20, 
1808,  in  the  new  meeting  house,  and  it  was  voted  to  hold 
public  worshi[j  there  two-thirds  ot  the  time,  and  during  this 
year  the  change  was  made  entire. 
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Methodist.  St.  John's  Second 

First  Congregational.  Episcopal.  Congregational. 


A  View  of  the  Churches  of  Bridgeport  in  1835,  looking  from  the  South. 

K  list  of  pew  holders  in  the  old  church  at  this  time,  not 
including  pew  owners,  is  recorded,  nameiv  :  Josiah  Lacey,  Dea. 
John  P.Austin,  William  DeForest,  Lambert  Lockwood,  Lewis 
Sturges,  Silas  Sherman,  Ezra  Gregory,  Thomas  Woodward, 
Simon  Backus,  Benjamin  Wheeler,  Stephen  Burroughs,  Jr., 
Wilson  Hawley,  Samuel  Hawley,  Jr.,  Elijah  Burr,  Stephen 
Hull,  Abijah  Morehouse,  William  Benedict,  Wid.  Mary  Sher- 
man, Salmon  Hubbell,  Robert  Southward,  David  Sterling, 
Thomas  Gouge,  Jesse  Seeley,  Henry  May,  xAbijah  Sherman, 
Samuel  Wordin,  Levi  Silliman,  Barzillai  Benjamin,  Anson 
Beardsley,  Samuel  Burr. 

In  1830  a  division  occurred  in  this  church  and  thirtv-nine 
men  and  seventy-eight  women  were  dismissed  at  their  own 
request,  to  form  a  second  Congregational  church,  the  old  church 
giving  them  one-half  of  the  church  property  and  funds,  aud 
also  contributing  two  thousand  dollars  toward  the  erection  of 
a  church  edifice.  This  new  edifice,  when  built,  being 
so  much  of  an  improvement  in  such  structures,  seems 
to  have  stimulated  enterprise,  for  the  Episcopal  Church 
was  enlarged  and  improved,  and  the  First  Congregational 
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people  also  rebuilt  their  steeple  in  an  improved  form,  and 
reconstructed  the  pulpit  and  galleries.' 

This  building  was  occupied  until  1S5O,  when  it  gave  place 
to  the  present  edifice.  The  former  was  purchased  for  the  use 
of  Christ  Church  and  removed  upon  John  street,  at  the  site 
of  the  present  works  of  Nichols,  Peck  and  Co.,  where  it  was 
accidentally  destroyed  by  fire  in  1S51. 

liev.  ILJljah  Watertnan  was  the  successor  of  Mr. 
Blatchford.  He  was  the  son  of  Nehemiah  and  Susannah 
(Isham)  Waterman,  and  born  in  Bozra,  Conn.,  November  2S, 
1769;  was  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1791,  and  engaged  in 
teaching,  intending  to  study  law,  but  changed  his  purpose, 
and  in  1792  became  a  student  under  Dr.  Dwight  at  Green- 


*  A  nearly  complete  list  of  pew  holders  in  the  First  Congregational  Church 
in  1S35. 

Officers  of  the  Church:  Rev.  John  Blatchford,  pastor;  Isaac  Sherman,  David 
Sherwood,  and  Sylvanus  Sterling,  deacons  ;  Isaac  Sherman,  Hanford  Lyon,  and 
Joseph  Molt,  society's  committee;  Daniel  Sterling,  treasurer;  N.  S.  Wordin, 
clerk  ;  Nathaniel  Wade,  collector;  Sylvanus  Sterling,  salesman. 


Daniel  Thatcher, 
Alanson  Hamlin. 
Alexander  Hubbell, 
Daniel  Sterling, 
Hanford  Lyon, 
Thomas  C.  Wordin, 
Samuel  Niles, 
Charles  B.  Hubbell, 
Doct.  James  E.  Beach, 
Sylvanus  Sterling, 
David  Sterling, 
Joel  Thorp, 
Philo  C.  Wheeler, 
John  M.  Thompson, 
Daniel  Fayerweather, 
Charles  Hawley, 
Gideon  Thompson, 
Benjamin  Wheeler, 
Isaac  Sherman, 
Nathaniel  Wade, 
Legrand  Sterling, 
Levi  Wordin, 


Pew  holders. 
Alanson  Caswell, 
Coley  E.  Betts, 
James  Betts, 
Daniel  Curtis, 
Henry  N.  French, 
Gurdon  Hawley, 
Abijah  Beardsley, 
Wyllys  Slillman, 
Alexander  Black, 
Nathaniel  Humiston, 
Cyrus  Botsford, 
Titus  C.  Mather, 
Joseph  Molt, 
Isaac  M.  Conklin, 
Capt.  E.  Wicks, 
David  Wheeler, 
David  Victory  Seeley, 
Joseph  Knapp, 
George  Wade, 
Ezra  Gregory, 
Joseph  P.  Sturges, 


Nichols  Beardsley, 
Lemuel  Coleman, 
William  R.  Bunnell, 
Thomas  Barlram, 
Ira  Peck, 
Joseph  C.  Lewis, 
David  Hubbell,  3d, 
Anson  Hawley, 
David  Sherwood, 
Robert  Mil ne. 
Wheeler  French,  Jr., 
Judson  Bray, 
Sturges  and  Smith, 
Isaac  E.  Beach, 
Stephen  N  ichols, 
George  Kippen, 
Samuel  Porter, 
Elijah  C.  Spinning, 
Samuel  Wordin, 
Louisa  Bartlett, 
Eleazer  Edgerton, 
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field  Hill,  and  afterwards  with  Dr.  Jonathan  Edwards  at 
New  Haven.    In  x\pril,  1794,  he  went  to  Windham  to  preach 

if  as  a  candidate,  and  the  next  October  was  ordained  pastor 

there  and  served  that  church  ten  years.  He  married,  No- 
vember iS,  1795,  Lucy,  daughter  of  Shubael  Abbe,  of  Wind- 

'•  ham.    She  was  born  May  21,  1778,  and  died  at  Bridgeport, 

Sunday  morning,  March  17,  1S22.  He  married,  second, 
Lucy  Talcott,  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  in  October,  1S23,  who 
survived  him. 

Mr.  Waterman's  ministry  was  terminated  at  Windliam  in 
1804,  and  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1806,  he  was  installed 
pastor  of  the  church  in  Stratfield,  where  he  continued  until 
his  death.  He  built  and  resided  in  the  house  on  Golden  Hill 
Street  now  owned  by  the  heirs  of  Hanford  Lyon.  In  person 
he  was  of  medium  height,  well  built,  and  had  the  appearance 
of  great  physical  strength,  and  possessed  a  fine  presence. 
He  was  active  in  his  habits,  possessed  a  high  spirit  and  a 
keen  sense  of  favors  and  injuries,  and  was  liable  to  sudden 
outbreaks  of  temper,  yet  placable.  He  was  a  vigorous  thinker 
and  his  manner  of  deliver}'  was  animated  and  eff^ective.  He 
was  a  moderate  Calvinist,  leaning  strongly  to  the  New  School 
!  side  of  theology  in  his  day,  but  being  a  man  of  strong  com- 

j  mon  sense  and  good  will  he  kept  his  hold  on  men  of  both 

j  sides,  and  averted  any  divisions  in  his  congregation.    In  1807 

j  his  new  church  edifice  was  completed,  built  by  subscription 

(  on  the  site  at  present  occupied  by  the  same  society.    At  first 

it  was  occupied  two  Sundays  out  of  three,  but  after  a  short 
time    every    Sunday.      The    borough    of   Bridgeport  was 
i  incorporated  in  1800,  with  two  hundred  and  fifty  inhabitants, 

and  by  a  rapid  growth  it  gradually  absorbed  the  dwellers  of 
I  the  more  ancient  settlement.    In  182 1  the  town  of  Bridgeport 

i  was  erected  and  the  parish  of  Stratfield,  practically,  ceased  to 

'  exist.     The  church  soon  felt  the  effects  of  Mr.  Waterman's 

j  invigorating  administration.    August  6,  1806,  a  confession  of 

j  faith,  a  covenant,  and  standing  rules  were  adopted,  and  from 

that  time  the  half-way  covenant  was  discontinued.     In  1814 
j  a  Sunday-school  was  organized  by  Piatt  Benedict,  which  was 

the  first  in  the  town,  and  was  ultimately  taken  under  the  care 
of  the  church. 
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In  April,  1S21,  the  church  purchased  the  land  where  the 
chapel  stands  for  a  "conference  room  and  academy,"  and  a 
building  was  erected  to  answer  both  purposes.  Mr.  Water- 
man instructed  a  number  of  students  in  theology  and  proposed 
to  establish  a  theological  school,  but  did  not  succeed  in  this 
purpose. 

When  Mr.  Waterman  was  installed  the  church  consisted 
of  forty-seven  members.  To  these  there  was  a  steady  growth, 
until  in  1815,  over  one  hundred  had  been  added,  mostly  on 
profession  of  faith.  Then  came  a  powerful  revival  which 
resulted  in  eighty-four  additions.  Four  more  years  of  quiet 
growth  followed,  and  then  another  revival  season  came,  and 
seventy-seven  more  were  added  to  the  membership.  The 
whole  number  added  during  his  ministry  was  about  three 
hundred  and  sixty. 

In  1825,  while  Mr.  Waterman  was  on  a  visit  to  Spring- 
field, Mass.,  he  was  taken  ill  of  typhus  fever  and  died  there 
October  nth  of  that  year.  The  church  sent  a  committee  to 
bring  hither  his  remains  for  interment,  and  thus  ended  a 
useful  life  and  a  most  successful  ministry.' 

In  the  settlement  of  a  successor  a  difference  of  views 
arose  which  ripened  a  few  years  later.  The  candidates  were 
a  son  of  the  former  pastor,  the  f^ev.  Thomas  T.  Waterman, 
and  the  Rev.  Franklin  Vail.  Mr.  Vail  was  finallv  chosen,  but 
he  had  a  short  pastorate. 

TJiomas  TilestOH  Watci  mati,"  son  of  the  Rev.  Elijah 
Waterman  was  born  in  Windham,  Conn.,  September  24,  1801, 
and  four  years  after  removed  with  his  parents  to  Stratfield, 
and  was  prepared  for  college  by  his  father  and  at  Hartford, 
and  was  graduated  at  Yale  in  the  class  of  1822.  He  studied 
theology  with  his  father,  and  was  ordained  pastor  of  the 
Richmond  street  Congregational  Church,  of  Providence, 
R.  I.,  December  13,  1826.  In  1837  he  became  pastor  of  the 
Fifth  Presbyterian  Church,  of  Philadelphia,  where  he  con- 
tinued until  1843,  when  he  returned  to  Providence,  and  was 
installed  pastor  of  the  Fourth  Congregational  Church,  which 

'  Sermon  of  the  Rev.  C.  Ray  Palmer. 
'  Fairfield  County  History,  166. 


History  of  Bridgeport. 


soon  after  became  known  as  the  Free  Evangelical  Church. 
After  leaving  this  church  he  held  pastorates  in  the  Second 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Galena,  111.,  and  in  the  Congrega- 
tional Churches  at  Winona,  Minn.,  Danielson ville.  Conn., 
Spencer,  Mass.,  and  Monroe,  Conn. 

On  December  ii,  1827,  Mr.  Waterman  married  Delia, 
daughter  of  Dann  Storrs,  a  native  of  Mansfield,  Conn.,  and 
they  had  children  :  Thomas  S.,  Alfred  T.,  George  I.,  Lucy 
M.,  and  Edwin  S.  Waterman.  The  Rev.  Thomas  T.  Water- 
man died  in  Stratford,  Conn.,  August  7,  1873,  aged  71  years. 

Jieiu  Fvanldhi  Y.  Tail  was  born  at  East  Hampton, 
L.  I.,  in  1797,  entered  Yale  College,  but  did  not  graduate, 
studied  theology  in  New  York,  and  was  ordained  here  Octo- 
ber 4,  1826.  Neither  his  health  nor  his  tastes  fitted  him  for  a 
pastorate  as  well  as  for  what  became  his  life-work  afterwards 
— the  raising  of  funds  for  beneficent  enterprises.  He  was  for 
many  years  the  general  agent  of  the  American  Tract  Society, 
and  was  greatly  valued  by  that  institution.  He  afterwards 
was  the  principal  agent  in  founding  and  endowing  Lane 
Theological  Seminary  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  an  institution 
for  female  education  in  that  vicinity.  He  died  in  that  city 
June  23,  1868,  aged  seventy-one  years.  His  ministry  at 
Bridgeport  ended  July  8,  1828,  and  was  notable  for  a  revival 
season  in  the  winter  of  1827  and  8,  after  which  thirty  were 
added  to  the  church. 

In  the  settlement  of  a  successor  to  Mr.  Vail  a  decided 
difference  of  theological  senliment  became  quite  prominent. 
Mr.  John  Blatchford,  as  a  candidate  in  1828,  was  understood 
to  be  decidedly  a  new  school  man,  and  the  more  conservative 
section  of  the  church  were  opposed  to  calling  him.  In  Janu- 
ary, 1829,  the  church  proved  to  be  nearly  equally  divided, 
and  the  call,  issued  by  a  majority  of  only  four,  Mr.  Blatchford 
declined.  It  proved  impossible  to  harmonize  the  conflicting 
elements,  and,  at  length,  December  28,  1829,  a  division  of  the 
church  was  resolved  upon.  On  January  24,  1830,  three  dea- 
cons, thirty-six  other  men,  and  seventy-eight  women  were 
dismissed  from  the  church,  at  their  own  request,  to  form  a 
second  church,  the  old  church  giving  them  one-half  of  the 


Ecclesiastical  History. 


church  property  and  funds,  and  also  contributed  two  thousand 
dollars  toward  the  erection  of  a  church  edifice.  One  week 
later,  January  31,  1830,  those  abiding  in  the  old  church,  being- 
one  hundred  and  seventy  in  number,  renewed  the  call  to  Mr. 
Blatchford,  which  he  promptly  accepted,  and  served  them 
until  July  26,  1836,  when  he  was  dismissed. 

Jtev.  John  Ulatchfovd,  son  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Blatch- 
ford, D.D.,  a  former  pastor  of  this  church,  was  born  May  24, 
1799,  in  Stratfield,  graduated  at  Union  College  in  1820,  stud- 
ied theology  in  Princeton  Theological  Seminary,  and  was 
ordained  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Pittstown, 
N.  Y.,  in  x\ugust,  1S23.  He  was  installed  pastor  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  in  Stillwater,  in  April,  1S25,  and  on  February 
10,  1830,  he  was  installed  here.  After  being  dismissed  as 
above,  he  removed  to  the  West,  resided  successively  at  Jack- 
sonville and  Chicago,  111.,  and  at  Wheeling,  Va.  From  1841 
to  1844  he  was  connected  with  Marion  College,  the  latter 
part  of  the  period  as  president.  He  removed  thence  to  West 
Ely,  Mo.,  and  thence  to  Quincv  111.,  where  he  died  in  April, 
1855.  He  received  the  degree  of  D.D.  from  Marion  College 
in  1841.  He  possessed  a  bright,  ready  mind,  a  genial  spirit 
and  pleasing  manners.  His  general  appearance  was  attract- 
ive and  he  was  almost  any  where  an  acceptable  minister.  A 
very  interesting  revival  occurred  under  his  labors  here  in 
Bridgeport  in  1S31,  which  added  eighty-six  to  the  church 
membership,  and  the  church  parted  with  him  reluctantly. 

^ev,  John  Woodhi  uhje  followed  Mr.  Blatchford,  being 
installed  here  June  14^  1837,  and  continued  about  seventeen 
months  and  was  in  1S39  installed  over  the  North  Church  in 
New  Hartford,  Conn. 

Itev.  John  H.  Hunter  succeeded  Dr.  Woodbridge, 
being  installed  here  February  27,  1839,  '^'^'^  continued  until 
November  13,  1845.  He  soon  after  went  west  to  look  after 
lands  left  him  by  his  father  and  was  not  again  settled  in  the 
ministry.  This  church  grew  under  his  ministry,  especially 
in  1844,  when  twenty-five  members  were  added  at  one  time. 
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Ttev.  Henjamin  St.  Jolni  Pacfe  was  installed  pastor 
here  February  lo,  1847,  ^^'^  continued  until  August  30,  1853. 
During  his  pastorate  here  the  present  house  of  worship  was 
erected.  The  old  house  was  removed  northward  a  short 
distance  and  occupied  while  building  the  new  one,  and  was 
used  by  this  society  tor  public  worship  the  last  time,  April 
7,  1850.  It  was  purchased  for  the  use  of  Christ  Church, 
removed  to  a  new  site  on  John  street  west  of  Broad,  and  in 
185 1  was  accidentally  destroyed  by  fire." 

The  new  house  was  built  and  fitted  up  at  a  cost  of  about 
$25,000 — raised  by  subscription — the  first  paper  bearing  the 
date  June  i,  1848.  About  two-thirds  of  the  amount  was  in 
stock,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum. 
Most  of  this — both  principal  and  interest — was  subsequently 
given  to  the  society.  Thomas  Di.xon,  of  Stamford,  Conn., 
was  the  architect.  The  builders  were,  William  A.  Dowd, 
mason,  and  Beardsley  and  Daskam.  carpenters  and  joiners. 
The  building  committee  consisted  of  Freeman  C.  Bassett,  Ira 
Sherman,  Hanford  Lyon  and  Sherman  Hartwell.  The  two 
first  named  were  the  active  members  of  the  committee. 

This  edifice  was  dedicated  on  Thursday,  April  11,  1850, 
and  on  the  Sunday  following  was  opened  for  public  worship, 
and  is  well  represented  by  the  accompanying  engraving — in 
which  the  steeple  of  the  former  house,  on  its  temporary  site, 
also  appears.  Beyond  that  is  faintly  seen  the  steeple  of  the 
former  St.  John's  Church. 

In  1882  a  thorough  renovation  and  some  improvement  in 
the  interior  of  this  edifice  was  deemed  necessary  for  the  com- 
fort and  prosperity  of  the  church  and  society.  Accordingly 
the  side  galleries  were  removed,  the  walls,  ceiling  and  orna- 
mental plastering  repaired,  and  all  suitably  decorated.  Ele- 
gant stained-glass,  memorial  windows  were  furnished,  also 
two  new  furnaces,  new  carpets  and  cushions,  at  a  total  cost 
of  six  thousand  dollars. 


'  The  history  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  and  its  ministers  thus  far 
given  has  been  taken  largely  from  the  manuscript  of  the  Rev.  C.  R.  Palmer,  cheer- 
fully granted  for  this  purpose,  it  having  been  obtained  by  him  during  several 
years'  research  and  inquiry. 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  the  memorial  windows: 

Rev.  Charles  Chauncey,  pastor,  1695-1714. 

Rev.  Elijah  Waterman,  pastor,  1806-1825. 

Rev.  Samuel  Blatchford,  D.D.,  pastor,  1797-1804.  ) 

Rev.  John  Blatchford,  D.D.,  pastor,  1S30-1 836.  ) 
Hanford  Lvon.  Rev.  Henr}'  Jones. 

Ira  Sherman.         \  Sherman  Hartwell.  ) 

James  C.  Loomis.  )  Sophia  Todd  Hartwell.  \ 

Dea.  Sylvanus  Sterling.  [  Frederick  W.  Parrott.  \ 

Thomas  C.  Wordin.       \  Henry  R.  Parrott.  i 

Dea.  Isaac  Sherman.  ]  Vestibule  with  historical  dates. 
Dea.  Rowland  B.  Lacey.  S 

A  List  of  the  Deacons  of  the  old  Stratfield  Church  of 
Christ,  which  is  now  the  First  Congregational  Church,  of 
Bridgeport : 

David  Sherman,  chosen  in  1695,  and  died  in  1753,  aged  88  3'ears. 

Thomas  Hawley,  chosen  in  1712,  and  died  in  1722,  aged  44  years. 

Lemuel  Sherwood,  chosen  in  1722,  and  died  in  1732. 

Joseph  Booth,  chosen  in  1733,  and  died  in  1763,  aged  74  years. 

Richard  Hubbell,  son  of  one  of  the  hrst  members  of  this 
church,  was  chosen  m  1738,  and  died  in  178S,  aged  92 
years.  He  gave  to  the  church  in  1738  the  silver  tankard 
now  in  use  in  the  communion  service,  on  which  his  name 
is  engraved. 

William  Bennett,  chosen  in  1754,  removed  to  North  Fairfield 

— now  Easton — in  1756,  and  died  in  17S8,  aged  79  years. 
Henry  Rowland,  chosen  in  1756,  and  died  in  1775. 
Abel  Seeley,  chosen  in  1775,  served  until  1779,  and  died  in 

1 8 ID,  aged  84  years. 
Elijah  Hawley,  chosen  in  1776,  removed  from  the  town  in 

1790,  and  died  in  Ohio  in  1825,  aged  81  years. 
Seth  Seeley,  chosen  in  1779,  served  until  1806,  when,  at  his 

own  request,  he  was  excused  from  further  service,  and 

died  in  18 17,  aged  79  years. 
Seth  Sherman,  chosen  in  1806,  died  in  1807. 
Doct.  James  E.  Beach,  chosen  October  10,  1S06,  and  died  in 

1838,  aged  76  years.    He  gave  to  the  church  the  silver 

flagon  now  in  use  in  the  communion  service. 
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John  P.  Austin,  chosen  October  21,  1S07,  served  until  1813, 

when  he  removed  from  the  place. 
William  DeForest,  chosen  in  1813,  was  dismissed  at  his  own 

request  with  others  to  form  the  Second  Congregational 

Church. 

Stephen  Hawley,  chosen  August  31,  1S21,  and  dismissed  at 
his  own  request  for  the  same  purpose  as  Dea.  DeForest. 

Josiah  B.  Baldwin,  chosen  in  1S21,  dismissed  the  same,  and 
for  the  same  purpose  as  Dea.  DeForest. 

Isaac  Sherman,  chosen  in  1S30,  and  died  November  23,  1S63, 
aged  75  years. 

Sylvanus  Sterling,  chosen  November  4,  1831,  and  died  in 

1848,  aged  61  years. 
David  Sherwood,  chosen  November  4,  1831,  and  died  in  1873, 

aged  94  years. 

Samuel  Beach,  M.D.,  chosen  May  4.  1849,  ''^'""^  6.\^(S.  May  6, 
1853,  a  victim  of  the  railroad  accident  at  Norwalk  bridge. 
Rowland  B.  Lacey,  chosen  August  30,  1850,  and  is  still  serving. 
John  W.  Hincks,  chosen  Sept.  i,  1854,  died  Feb.  6,  1S75. 
Rev.  Henry  Jones,  chosen  Feb.  15,  1858,  died  Nov.  9,  1878. 
Elbert  E.  Hubbell,  chosen  February  25,  1858. 
Rev.  Guy  B.  Day,  chosen  April  i,  1874,  and  is  still  serving. 
Samuel  R.  Wilmot,  chosen  March,  1875,  and  is  still  serving. 
William  B.  Hincks,  chosen  March,  1S75,  and  is  still  serving. 

The  communion  service  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church  is  of  solid  silver,  and  is  an  aggregation  of  gifts  dating 
from  an  early  period  in  the  history  of  the  church,  consisting 
of  various  antique  patterns  with  inscriptions,  highly  valued 
as  memorials  of  those  who  have  passed  on  to  the  communion 
of  a  higher  sphere.    The  list  contains  the  following: 

One  silver  tankard,  the  gift  of  Lieut.  Richard  Hubbell  to  the 

Church  of  Christ  in  Stratfield,  A.  D.  1738. 
One  silver  flagon,  presented  to  the  First  Congregational 

Church  in  Bridgeport  by  Doct.  James  E.  Beach,  in  1830. 
One  silver  cup,  a  gift  to  the  Church  of  Christ  in  Stratheld  by 

Matthew  Sherwood,  January,  1713. 
One  silver  cup,  presented  by  Mr.  John  Edwards  in  1746. 
One  silver  cup,  presented  to  the  First  Congregational  Church 

of  Bridgeport,  by  Salmon  Hubbell,  in  1829. 
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One  silver  cup,  presented  by  Isaac  Sherman  in  1836. 

One  silver  cup,  presented  bv  Isaac  E.  Beach  in  1S39. 

One  silver  cup,  presented  by  Mrs.  Sylvanus  Sterling  in  1839. 

One  silver  cup,  presented  by  Ira  Sherman  in  1839. 

One  silver  cup,  presented  b}'  Mrs.  Ellen  Porter  in  1843. 

Two  silver  cups,  not  inscribed. 

Three  silver  goblets,  presented  by  Mrs.  Ira  Sherman  in  1868. 
One  silver  plate,  presented  by  the  Rev.  Henry  Jones  in  1867. 
One  silver  plate,  presented  by  Hanford  Lyon  in  1867. 
One  silver  plate,  presented  by  Dea.  John  W.  Hincks  in  1867. 
One  silver  plate,  presented  by  Dea.  Rowland  B.  Lacey  in  1867. 

Jtev.  Josepli  II.  Towne  became  pastor  of  this,  the  First 
Congregational  Church  of  Bridgeport,  June  13,  1854,  and 
continued  here  until  June  29,  1858.  He  was  pastor  in  Salem 
Street  Church  in  Boston  about  1838,  when  he  was  joined  by  a 
portion  of  his  church  in  founding  the  Leyden  Chapel,  located 
in  the  same  vicinity.  This  enterprise  embraced  some  excel- 
lent men,  but  was  not  successful.  They  inaugurated  a  new 
departure  in  the  order  of  worship,  which  was  much  com- 
mented upon  at  the  time.  It  consisted  in  the  introduction  of 
responsive  reading  and  chants,  an  order  adopted  since  that 
day  by  many  Congregational  churches  in  New  England. 
Mr.  Towne  was  an  able  and  very  interesting  preacher.  Dur- 
ing his  pastorate  the  congregations  were  large,  and  in  1857 
and  8  there  occurred  one  of  the  m.ost  extensive  revivals  this 
church  has  ever  known. 

Rev.  Jlafsoii  Jller  SniltJi,  successor  to  Mr.  Towne, 
was  born  in  Harlem — now  New  York — April  4,  1826,  was 
graduated  at  Columbia  College,  N.  Y.,  in  1843,  at  the 
Union  Theological  Seminary,  N.  Y.,  in  1847.  He  was  or- 
dained by  the  Presbytery  of  Geneva,  October  23,  1849,  ^.s 
pastor  of  the  church  in  Ovid,  N.  Y.,  and  in  the  same  year, 
November  14,  he  married  Mary  Stuart,  daughter  of  Norman 
White,  Esq.,  of  New  York  City,  where  she  was  born.  He 
resigned  his  charge  in  Ovid  March  21,  185 1,  to  accept  a  call 
to  the  Harvard  Church,  Brookline,  Mass.,  where  he  was 
installed  June  5,  1851.  There  he  labored  until  he  was  dis- 
missed November  23,  1858,  to  accept  a  call  to  this  church, 
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where  he  was  installed  January  5,  1859,  '^"'^  dismissed  June 
6,  1865.  On  March  6,  1866,  he  was  ordained  deacon  in  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  by  Bishop  Eastburn,  at  Boston, 
Mass. 

Geovf/e  liicJiai'ds,  a  native  of  New  London,  was 
graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1840.  associate  pastor  for  a  time 
in  Summer  street  in  Boston,  after  that  was  pastor  in  Litch- 
field, Conn.,  from  which  place  he  came  to  this  church  and 
was  installed  January  3,  1866.  He  was  dismissed  August  24, 
1870,  and  died  October  20,  1870. 

Hev.  CJtco'Irs  I^aij  Palmer  was  born  in  New  Haven, 
May  2,  1834,  and  was  the  son  of  the  Rev.  Ray  Palmer,  D.D., 
and  Ann  Maria,  the  daughter  of  Marmaduke  Waud,  Esq.,  of 
New  York  City.  His  father  with  his  famil}-  at  the  time 
occupied  the  school  building  on  the  lower  green  as  a  Young 
Ladies'  Institute.  In  the  autumn  of  that  year  he  removed 
eastward,  and  in  May,  1835,  to  Bath,  INIaine,  where  he  became 
pastor  and  continued  fifteen  and  a  half  years.  Charles  R. 
Palmer's  education  commenced  in  the  academy  at  Bath,  and 
in  September,  1849,  he  entered  Billings  Academy  at  Andover, 
Mass.,  in  the  middle  class,  where  he  was  graduated  in  185 1, 
and  entered  Yale  College.  He  was  graduated  at  Yale  in 
1855,  and  went  to  Mississippi  as  a  private  tutor  for  a  year  in 
the  family  of  John  Murdock,  Esq.,  a  planter.  In  the  autumn 
of  1856  he  entered  the  Andover  Theological  Seminary,  where 
he  graduated  in  1S59.  On  August  29,  1S60,  he  was  ordained 
pastor  of  the  Tabernacle  Church  of  Salem,  Mass.,  where  he 
labored  nearly  twelve  years.  In  1865  he  spent  seven  months 
in  Europe.  On  February  10,  1869,  he  married  Mary  Chapin, 
eldest  daughter  of  A.  S.  Barnes,  Esq.,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
She  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  but  in  her  infancy  her 
parents  removed  to  Brooklyn,  where  she  was  educated. 

On  August  15,  1872,  Mr.  Palmer  commenced  his  pastorrl 
labors  here,  and  on  the  nth  of  the  next  September  was 
installed  pastor  of  this  church  and  society.  In  1875  his 
health  failed  to  such  a  degree  that  he  signified  his  willingness 
to  resign  his  pastorate,  but  from  which  he  was  dissuaded. 
He  went  to  Europe,  spent  five  months  there,  returned  and 
the  next  March  resumed  his  labors. 
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In  1880  he  again  went  to  Europe  for  rest  and  the  benefit 
of  his  health,  which  has  become  full\'  established,  and  his 
labors  as  preacher  and  pastor  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church  at  the  present  time  are  highly  appreciated  and  cor- 
dially accepted. 

The  Second  Coii(/fe{ffttion(d  CJiitveh  of  Bridgeport 
has  been  earnestly  pursuing  the  object  for  which  it  was 
organized,  fifty-six  years;  has  had  good  success  and  attained 
a  strong  position  in  the  community. 

On  the  iSth  of  March,  1880,  it  held  its  semi-centennial 
anniversary,  at  which  time  a  paper,  prepared  by  the  standing 
committee,  was  read,  in  connection  with  other  public  ad- 
dresses, from  which  the  following  histor\-  of  the  church  is 
taken,  mostly  in  the  words  of  the  committee,  since  better 
could  not  easily  be  produced  :'° 

"This  church  was  organized  January  28,  1830,  by  one 
hundred  and  seventeen  persons" — thirty-nine  men  and  sev- 
enty-eight women — who  had  been  dismissed  for  the  purpose 


This  sketch  of 
S.  Hawley,  upon  the 

"  The  following 
in  1835  : 
Seth  B.  Jones, 
William  B.  Dyer, 
Burr  Knapp, 
Josiah  Hubbell, 
Victory  Curtis, 
Joseph  Wood, 
Fitch  Wheeler, 
Jesse  Sterling, 
Charles  DeForest, 
Munson  Hawley, 
Abijah  Hawley, 
David  Perry, 
Stephen  Hawley, 
Edwin  B.  Gregory, 
R.  Thorborne, 
Rowell  Lewis, 
Mrs.  Wm.  Burr, 
David  Hubbell, 
Elliot  Morris, 


the  Second  Congregational  Church  was  prepared  by  Edmund 
request  of  the  committee. 

is  a  list  of  pew  holders  in  the  Second  Congregational  Church 


Sherwood  Sterling, 
George  Sterling, 
Wilson  Hawley, 
William  DeForest, 
Lock  wood  DeForest, 
Bronson  Hawley, 
Charles  B.  Middlebrook, 
Edward  Burroughs, 
Harr}-  Judson, 
Josiah  B.  Baldwin, 
Nichols  Northrop, 
Ransom  C.  Canfield, 
Benjamin  DeForest, 
Mrs.  Talman  Perry, 
Edwin  Porter, 
James  Robinson, 
E.  C.  Warren, 
Bradley  Gould, 
Samuel  Morse, 


John  Brooks,  Jr., 
James  Jennings, 
Nathan  Baldwin, 
Samuel  Peet, 
Josiah  S.  Fayerweather, 
josiah  B.  Hall, 
William  B.  Nash, 
Charles  Sherman, 
George  Wheeler, 
Daniel  B.  Oviatt, 

D.  .Mallorv, 
Zenas  R.  Moody, 
Benjamin  Pilgrim, 
Nathan  Shepard, 
Capt.  E.  Doane, 

E.  D.  Bull. 
John  Cogswell, 
William  Allis. 
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from  the  Stratfield — now  First  Congregational — Church  of 
this  city  ;  thev  being  recognized  as  such  the  same  day  by  a 
council  of  ministers  convened  to  assist  in  its  organization  ; 
and  after  entering  into  church  covenant,  William  DeForest, 
Stephen  Hawle}'  and  Josiah  B.  Baldwin  were  chosen  dea- 
cons. Religious  services  were  temporarily  held  in  the  high 
school  house  on  State  street,  while  measures  were  at  once 
taken  for  the  erection  of  a  house  of  worship.  A  lot  on  the 
corner  of  Broad  and  Gilbert  streets,  where  the  church  now 
stands,  was  purchased,  and  its  first  edifice,  built  of  wood,  was 
erected  that  year.  It  cost  about  $5,000,  besides  the  founda- 
tion and  the  finishing  of  the  basement,  which  was  done  mainly 
by  the  members  of  the  church,  some  furnishing  materials, 
many  working  with  their  hands,  and  all  doing  something  to 
forward  the  work;  the  ladies,  as  well,  taking  an  active  inter- 
est in  everything  connected  with  the  prosperity  of  the  church. 
The  house  was  soon  completed,  and  on  November  30,  1830, 
it  was  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  God,  at  which  time  the 
church  numbered  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  members. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  church  held  August  28,  1830,  the  I'iev. 
Nathaniel  Hewit,  D.D.,  was  unanimously  invited  to  become 
its  pastor,  which  call  was  accepted  and  he  was  installed 
December  i,  1830,  Dr.  Woods,  of  Andover,  preaching  the 
sermon. 

"During  Dr.  Hewit's  ministry  of  nearly  twenty-three 
years,  he  had  the  confidence  and  respect  of  his  church  and 
the  whole  community.  It  was  his  custom  to  preach  three 
times  on  the  Sabbath,  and  lecture  every  Thursday  evening. 
He  was  a  power  in  the  church  and  in  the  world,  and  it  is  our 
pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  his  rare  endowments  and  many 
virtues,  and  to  render  our  humble  tribute  to  his  memory. 

"  In  the  summ,er  of  1831  a  friend  of  the  cause  of  temper- 
ance offered  to  pay  Dr.  Hewit's  expenses  if  he  would  go  to 
England  and  present  the  cause  of  temperance  in  that  country. 
To  this  the  church  assented,  and  he  sailed  at  the  short  notice 
of  four  days.  During  his  absence  of  nearly  six  months  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Hermance  supplied  the  pulpit.  Protracted  meet- 
ings were  held,  and  for  a  considerable  time  prayer  meetings 
were  held  in  the  basement  of  the  old  church  in  the  morning: 
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at  sunrise.  In  these  much  interest  was  taken  and  as  a  icbult 
forty-seven  were  added  to  this  church,  and  a  large  number  to 
the  First  Church. 

"  Dr.  Hewit  was  an  eloquent  man,  mighty  in  the  Scrip- 
tures, and  his  warnings  and  denunciations  against  intemper- 
ance and  moderate  drinking,  his  bold  and  heroic  rebuke  of 
fashionable  vice  and  immoralit}',  at  home  and  abroad,  made  a 
deep  impression  on  the  public  mind.  During  the  hitter  part 
of  his  ministry  the  old  church  edifice  was  altered,  enlarged 
and  repaired,  at  considerable  expense.  He  continued  pastor 
until  September  21,  1S53,  when  he  was  dismissed,  and  on 
October  9,  seventy-eight  members  were,  at  their  own  re- 
quest, dismissed  to  organize  a  Presbyterian  church,  of  which 
Dr.  Hewit  became  pastor.  The  results  of  Dr.  Hewit's  minis- 
try are  here  presented  as  written  by  himself  on  tlie  records 
of  the  church.  'At  my  installation,  December  i,  1S30,  there 
were  128  members  in  the  church.  Of  these  52  remain.  There 
have  been  added  b}-  profession,  153;  by  letter,  220.  Total, 
373.  Of  these  there  remain  238.  There  are  on  record  131 
infant  baptisms.  One  hundred  church  members  have  depart- 
ed this  life.  One  hundred  and  thirty  marriages  have  been 
solemnized  by  me.  The  amount  taken  up  tor  charitable 
objects,  also  by  legacies,  subscriptions,  etc.,  is  at  least  $24,000, 
five  thousand  of  which  is  a  legacy  of  the  late  Alfred  Bishop 
to  the  American  Bible  Society,  and  one  thousand  a  recent 
donation  by  his  widow  to  found  a  permanent  scholarship  in 
the  Literary  and  Theological  Institute  at  East  Windsor.' 

"The  second  pastor,  the  Rev.  Asahel  L.  Brooks,  was 
installed  January  25,  1854,  and  continued  thus  a  little  over 
two  years,  he  being  dismissed  March  11,  1856,  during  which 
time  there  was  a  gain  of  37  members.  His  removal  to  an- 
other tield  of  labor  was  much  regretted  by  the  church  and 
society.  He  died  recently  at  the  residence  ot  his  son  in  New 
Jersey. 

"The  Rev.  Benjamin  L.  Swan  succeeded  Mr.  Brooks  as 
acting  pastor,  and  his  ministry  of  two  and  a  half  years  was 
very  acceptable  to  the  church  and  congregation.  He  left  the 
church  with  twenty-nine  members  more  than  when  he  began 
his  labors  with  it. 
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"The  fourth  pastor,  the  Rev.  Alexander  R.  Thompson, 
entered  upon  his  hibors  March  i,  1S59,  ^"'^l  continued  here 
for  three  years.  In  the  summer  of  1860  two  mission  Sunday 
schools  were  established,  through  the  instrumentality  of  Mr. 
Thompson,  one  in  East  Bridgeport  in  the  old  carriage  factory 
on  William  street,  which  proved  very  successful  and  which, 
it  is  believed,  resulted  finally  in  the  present  large  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  East  Bridgeport.  The  other  school  was 
among  the  colored  children  in  the  lower  part  of  the  city, 
formerly  called  "  Liberia."  This  was  successfully  sustained 
some  time. 

"  In  the  autumn  of  i860  the  old  church  was  removed  to  a 
vacant  lot  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street  and  the  founda- 
tion for  the  present  edifice  was  laid.  Notwithstanding  the 
calamities  of  the  civil  war,  which  soon  began,  this  work  went 
forward  and  the  new  church  was  dedicated  January  20,  1862, 
the  sermon  being  preached  by  the  Rev.  R.  S.  Storrs,  D.D.,  of 
Brooklyn.  Mr.  Thompson's  able  and  earnest  preaching  filled 
the  old  and  the  new  house  with  attentive  listeners,  and  his 
many  labors  of  love  in  the  church  and  in  the  whole  commun- 
ity are  still  fresh  in  the  recollections  of  the  people." 

"Mr.  Thompson  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Francis 
Lobdell,  who  was  installed  in  April,  1863,  and  dismissed 
February,  1865.  During  his  labors,  in  February,  1864,  the 
Rev.  E.  P.  Hammond  held  services  with  this  church  and 
fifty-three  members  w-ere  added.  The  same  year  a  heavy 
debt  on  the  church  and  society  was  removed  by  the  generous 
subscriptions  received. 

"  In  the  spring  the  Rev.  Daniel  Lord  was  invited  to 
become,  and  in  May,  1865,  was  installed  pastor  of  this  church 
and  society.  He  resigned  in  April,  1869,  to  accept  the  pas- 
torate of  a  church  in  Chicago.  He  left  the  church  in  a  pros- 
perous condition. 

"  The  next  pastor,  the  Rev.  Edwin  Johnson,  was  installed 
in  November,  1870.  His  labors  were  blessed  of  God,  and 
many  were  added  to  the  church.    He  resigned  his  charge  in 


Some  special  account  of  a  number  of  men  who  went  from  this  church  in  the 
civil  war  will  be  found  in  the  war  record  of  Bridgeport. 
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November,  1876,  after  a  faithful  and  successful  ministry  of  six 
years. 

"The  present  pastor,  the  Rev.  R.  G.  S.  McXeille,  was 
installed  December  4,  1877,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Noble,  of  New 
Haven,  preaching-  the  sermon.  The  following  summer  our 
pastor  was  absent  about  four  months  on  a  tour  in  Europe,  and 
on  his  return  gave  two  courses  of  very  interesting  lectures 
on  Northern  Italy,  the  proceeds  being  for  the  ladies'  sewing 
society." 

In  the  summer  of  1S79  t'^'S  church  edifice  was  repaired, 
with  considerable  alterations  and  adornments,  at  a  cost  of 
over  seven  thousand  dollars.  Alterations  and  improvements, 
also,  in  the  chapel  were  made  at  the  expense  and  under  the 
direction  of  the  ladies  of  the  church,  at  a  cost  of  over  three 
thousand  dollars. 

The  present  pastor  of  the  church  is  the  Rev.  R.  G.  S. 
McNeille,  and  the  following  have  been  or  are  deacons :  Wil- 
liam DeForest,  chosen  in  1830,  died  in  1853  !  Stephen  Haw- 
ley,  chosen  in  1830,  resigned  in  1842;  Josiah  B.  Baldwin, 
chosen  in  1S30,  resigned  in  1S41  :  Sherwood  Sterling,  chosen 
in  1833,  died  in  1S69;  Harvey  Higbv,  chosen  in  1841,  died 
May  29,  1875;  George  Sterling,  chosen  in  1S47,  died  Septem- 
ber 8,  1871  ;  Thomas  Lord,  chosen  in  1S67,  resigned  November 
4,  1870;  Edward  Sterling,  chosen  in  1867:  Edward  W.  xMarsh, 
chosen  in  1867;  William   E.   Biown,  chosen  in  1S67,  died 

November  15,  1873;  Joel  Blakeslee,  chosen   ;  Thomas 

Calef,  chosen  November  5,  1875  ;  Leonard  Wood,  chosen 
February  28,  1883,  died  February  6,  1886.  Superintendent 
of  the  Sunday  school,  Edward  W.  Marsh  ;  assistant  superin- 
tendents, A.  H.  Warner,  Miss  Sarah  L.  Baldwin. 

TJie  First  I*i  esh{jffi  i(ni  <  lun  cJt  of  Bridgeport  was 
constituted  October  16,  1853,  '^t  which  time  eighty-two  per- 
sons, who  had  previously  obtained  letters  of  dismissal  from 
the  Second  Congregational  Church,  entered  into  covenant 
and  resolved  to  connect  themselves  with  the  Presbytery  of 
New  YorK,  Dr.  Hewit,  who  had  received,  at  his  request, 
letters  of  dismissal  from  the  consociation,  was  admitted  to  the 
Presbytery  of  New  York,  October  19,  1853,  and  the  Presby- 
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tery  met  at  Bridgeport  the  same  month — October  31 — and 
took  the  church  under  its  care,  and  installed  Dr.  Hewit  its 
pastor.  In  i860  this  church  was  transferred  to  the  Presbytery 
of  Connecticut,  and  in  1S70  to  the  Presbytery  of  Westchester, 
to  which  it  still  belongs.  The  services  of  installation  were  held 
in  the  Second  Congregational  Church  edifice.  At  the  instal- 
lation of  the  pastor  the  following  persons  were  ordained  and 
installed  ruling  elders:  Stephen  Hawley,  Thomas  Hawley, 
John  Brooks,  Henry  M.  Mine  and  Stiles  M.  Middlebrook. 

On  February  i  the  chapel  on  M3'rtle  avenue  was  dedi- 
cated, having  cost  about  three  thousand  dollars.  The  church 
adjoining,  on  the  corner  of  Myrtle  avenue  and  West  Liberty 
street,  was  dedicated  August  8,  1855,  and  cost  $28,000.  The 
lot  on  which  the  church  and  chapel  stood  was  the  gift  of 
Capt.  John  Brooks  and  Capt.  Burr  Knapp. 

From  this  time  Dr.  Hewit  labored,  as  usual,  with  much 
success  until  failing  strength  made  it  necessary  that  he  should 
have  a  colleague,  and  hence  the  Rev.  H.  G.  Hinsdale,  from 
Germantown,  Pa.,  and  formerly  of  New  York  City,  was 
installed  pastor  October  28,  1S62.  Upon  this,  or  soon  after, 
Dr.  Hewit  insisted  on  being  relieved  from  any  responsibility 
in  the  pulpit  except  by  Invitation. 

NatJtaniel  Jletcif,  U.D.,  was  born  in  New  London,  Ct., 
August  28,  17S8,  and  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1808, 
licensed  to  preach  September  24,  181 1,  and  afterwards  studied 
theology  at  Andover.  He  was  installed,  in  his  first  charge, 
pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Plattsburgh,  N.  Y.,  July 
5,  181 5.  The  severity  of  the  climate  necessitated  his  resigna- 
tion, and  he  was  dismissed  October  2,  1817,  and  on  the  14th 
of  the  next  January  was  installed  pastor  of  the  Congregational 
Church  at  Fairfield,  Conn.,  where  he  labored  ten  years  with 
much  success.  He  was  a  strong  advocate  of  temperance,  and 
in  1827  was  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  American  Temper- 
ance Society,  and  lectured  in  the  principal  cities  of  Connecti- 
cut, Rhode  Island,  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  and  organized 
many  temperance  societies.  After  great  success  as  a  temper- 
ance lecturer  and  organizer  three  years,  he  was  installed  on 
December  i,   1830,  pastor  of   the   Second  Congregational 
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Church  of  Bridgeport.  He  sailed  for  London,  where  he 
arrived  June  28,  1S31,  and  delivered  an  address  in  Exeter 
Hall  the  next  evening-,  and  on  the  igth  of  July  assisted  in  the 
formation  of  the  British  and  Foreig-n  Temperance  Society. 
He  visited  Paris  and  afterwards  delivered  addresses  in  Lon- 
don, Birmingham  and  Liverpool.    In  the  autumn  of  the  same 

I  year  he  returned  to  Bridgeport  and  assumed  his  pastoral 
duties  and  continued  for  more  than  twent}^  years  to  serve 
successfully  this  church,  his  fame  and  influence  as  a  theolo- 

v|!     gian  augmenting  with  every  year's  labor. 

In  1853  a  division  arose  in  his  congregation  in  regard  to 
procuring  him  an  associate.  A  large  number  withdrew  and 
formed-  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  to  which  they  called 
their  "old,  revered,  and  beloved  pastor,  whose  ministrations 
they  could  not  consent  to  forego."  He  was  dismissed  from 
his  former  charge  September  21,  and  October  31  was  installed 
over  the  latter,  where  "  he  continued  to  preach  the  Word  and 
feed  the  flock  of  God  "  till  nearly  fourscore  years  of  age. 

Dr.  Hewit  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife,  Miss 
Rebecca  Hillhouse,  of  New  Haven,  died  January  4,  1S31. 

»■  His  second  wife,  Miss  Susan  Eliot,  of  Fairfield,  died  May  i, 
1857. 

In  the  fall  of  1S58,  having  arrived  at  the  age  of  seventy 
years,  he  tendered  iiis  resignation,  which  his  people  retused 
to  accept.  Four  years  later,  April  i,  1862,  he  released  his 
salary  to  the  congregation,  and  in  August  of  the  same  year 

.  I  Rev.  Horace  G.  Hinsdale  was  called  as  associate  pastor.  To 
this  colleague  and  successor  he  cordially  handed  over  his 
charge,  preaching  occasionally,  until  on  Sabbath  morning, 
February  3,  1S67,  he  "fell  asleep." 

Of  the  three  children  who  survived  him,  one,  Henry  S. 
Hewit,  M.D.,  late  surgeon  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
has  since  died  ;  another  son,  Rev.  Augustus  F.  Hewit,  is  one 
of  the  Paulist  Fathers  of  New  York;  the  other,  Sarah,  the 
widow  of  the  late  William  S.  Bowen,  M.D.,  surgeon  U.  S.  N., 

t\       resides  in  New  Haven. 

;  ;  A  marble  tablet  to  his  memory,  which  was  destroyed 

I  when  the  church  edifice  was  burned  in  1874,  has  been  replaced 
/    in  the  new  sanctuarv  by  a  handsome  memorial  baptismal  tont 
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of  carved  stone,  the  gift  of  the  children  of  the  Sunday  school. 
To  a  memorial  discourse  delivered  on  the  occasion  of  his 
funeral,  Februarv  6,  1S67,  by  Rev.  Lyman  H.  Atwater,  D.D., 
of  Princeton,  N.  J.,  we  are  indebted  for  much  of  the  foregoing 
sketch.    Of  him  it  may  be  well  said, — 

"  He  being  dead  yet  speaketh."'- 

In  the  autumn  of  1872  an  organ  was  placed  in  the  church 
at  an  expense  of  nearly  $5,000. 

In  1873  the  chapel  was  taken  down  and  a  new  one,  cost- 
ing $11,000,  was  erected,  and  the  work  of  enlarging  the 
church  organ,  already  one  of  the  finest  in  New  England,  and 
putting  a  new  roof  on  the  church,  amounting  to  about  $6,000, 
was  also  accomplished. 

These  and  other  improvements  were  not  quite  completed 
when,  on  Wednesday  evening,  December  9,  1S74,  both  church 
and  chapel,  with  all  their  C(3ntents,  were  destroyed  by  fire, 
probably  occasioned  by  the  careless  use  of  candles  by  a  work- 
man. The  burnmg  steeple,  227  feet  in  height,  was  a  brilliant 
spectacle.  The  loss  upon  the  buildings  and  their  contents 
amounted  to  §70,000,  the  insurance  being  $35,000.  Resolu- 
tions of  condolence  and  tenders  of  the  use  of  their  several 
edifices  were  made  by  most  of  the  other  churches  in  Bridge- 
port, but  the  church  preferred  to  occup}-  the  opera  house, 
corner  of  State  and  Main  streets,  for  a  season.  Owing  to  the 
liberality  of  Capt.  Brooks  and  other  members  of  the  societ}-, 
rebuilding  was  promptly  commenced.  The  old  site  was  sold 
and  the  present  one  on  the  corner  of  State  street  and  Myrtle 
avenue  was  purchased,  and  the  work  commenced  April  28, 
1875,  and  on  the  12th  of  October,  1876,  the  new  church  was 
dedicated,  it  having  cost,  including  chapel,  organ  and  furni- 
ture, about  $94,000.  With  the  new  and  advantageous  facili- 
ties the  people  were  encouraged  and  the  work  of  the  church 
prospered. 

In  October,  1877,  Mr.  Hinsdale  was  dismissed  by  the 
Presbytery  to  accept  a  call  to  the  pastorate  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church  at  Princeton,  N.  J.  He  was  succeeded  February 
14,  1878,  by  the  Rev.  H.  A.  Davenport,  who  is  at  present  a 


"  From  a  historical  sermon  by  the  Rev.  Horace  G.  Hinsdale 
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Co.pt.  tToJin  Ui'oolcs.  son  of  John  Brooks,  Senior,  died  at  his  residence 
263vMain  Street  in  Bridgeport,  at  eight  o'clock  A.  M.,  December  7,  iSSi,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-six  years,  havijig  been  a  proinioent  figure  in  tlie  com- 
munity over  seventy  years.  His  father,  also  a  prominent  man  of  his  time,  died 
Januar)'  17,  1S62,  at  the  great  age  of  ninety  seven  years,  so  that  the  son  was 
known  as  John  Brooks,  Jr.,  until  he  hiinself  was  a  veteran  in  years  as  well  as 
experience.  He  was  born  in  East  Bridgeport,  the  son  of  Capt.  John  and  Mary 
Coe  Brooks,  September  iS,  1795,  at  which  time  there  were  but  ten  houses  on  the 
east  side  of  the  harbor.  For  his  education  he  received  the  advantages  of  the  dis- 
trict sclioo!  and  of  the  Stratford  Academy,  of  which  the  distinguished  David  Plant, 
afterward  Lieutenant-Governor,  was  preceptor.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  years  he 
went  to  New  York  to  live  with  John  Vanderbilt,  and  the  next  year,  iSii,  entered 
the  store  of  Gershom  Smith,  grocer,  in  Peck  Slip,  as  clerk,  but  soon  found  he  had 
mistaken  his  calling,  and  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  1812,  came  home. 
His  father  being  a  seafaring  man,  he  early  imbibed  a  fondness  for  the  water  and 
acquired  skill  as  a  boatman.  That  he  was  a  born  leader  is  evident  from  the  fact 
that  at  the  early  age  of  eighteen  years  he  was  given  charge  of  a  vessel,  as  well  as 
from  his  subsequent  history,  which  was  that  of  a  popular  and  successful 
steamboat  commander.  His  life  career  is  outlined  as  follows  :  He  first  sailed 
the  sloop  "Arab"  in  1S13,  from  Bridgeport  to  New  York,  the  sloop  "  Intrepid 
in  1S14,  the  sloop  "Patriot"  in  1S15,  the  sloop  "Mary  Ann"  in  1S16.  On 
October  14,  1S17,  he  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Zalmon  Hawlev,  who  survived 
him,  and  in  the  same  year  entered  into  a  co-partnership  witli  Isaac  Sherman,  Esq., 
occupying  a  store  on  Water  Street,  Mr.  Sherman  attending  the  store  and  Capt. 
Brooks  sailing  the  sloop  "Mary  Ann"  as  a  regular  packet  to  and  from  New 
York  until  1S22.  Esquire  Sherman,  in  his  reminiscences,  speaks  in  warm  terms 
of  his  agreeable  relations  with  Capt.  Brooks,  and  of  his  many  acts  of  kindness  to 
himself  and  family. 

In  1824,  he  took  charge  of  the  steamboat  "John  Marshall,"  plying  between 
New  York  and  Norwalk,  Bridgeport  passengers  being  taken  to  Norwalk  by 
stage.  The  next  year  he  was  transfered  to  the  steamer  "  United  States,"  running 
between  New  Haven  and  New  York,  and  soon  after  to  the  "  S.  B.  Hudson,"  a  fine 
boat  built  by  Montgomery  Livingston,  and  run  on  the  same  route. 

In  1826  and  1827  he  commanded  the  steamer  "  Franklin  "  and  the  "  Governor 
Wolcott,''  on  the  Hudson  river.  At  this  period  he  made  the  acquaintance  of 
Capt.  Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  which  ripened  into  a  warm  and  life-long  friendship, 
and  contributed  largely  to  his  prosperity.  An  incident  connected  with  their  busi- 
ness relations  is  worthy  of  special  notice.  While  Capt.  Brooks  was  running  one 
of  Cornelius  Vanderhilt's  boats,  Mr.  Vanderbilt  made  arrangements  for  and 
insisted  on  Sunday  trips.  Capt.  Brooks  at  once  resigned  his  position.  This 
occurred  when  he  was  a  young  man,  dependent  entirely  upon  his  own  labor  for 
livelihood.  From  his  knowledge  of  Mr.  Vanderbilt's  character,  he  had  no  doubt 
that  all  business  relations  between  them  were  at  an  end,  but  he  was  true  to  his 
religious  principles  and  convictions  of  duty  at  whatever  cost,  and  certainly  the 
cost  did  seem  great.  After  a  short  interval,  however,  Mr.  Vanderbilt  invited  him 
to  return  to  his  service,  with  total  exemption  from  Sunday  duty,  with  advanced 
position  and  better  pay  than  before,  which  is  an  instance  where  sturdy  adherence 
to  the  right  was  openly  rewarded  ;  and  that  too  by  a  man  who  then  made  no  pre- 
tentions to  a  religious  character. 

Subsequently,  Capt.  Brooks  commanded  the  "  Emerald,"  running  between 
New  York  and  Norwalk,  the  "  Bellona  "  and  "  Thistle,"  to  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 
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and  the  "Ansonia"  and  "Nimrod,"  to  Norwalk,  Bridgeport  and  Birmingham. 
The  "Nimrod"  was  sold  in  1S64,  during  the  war,  for  transportation  purposes, 
and  this  closed  his  long  career  upon  the  water. 

Capt.  Brooks  was  appreciated  by  his  fellow -citizens  in  civil  life,  as  is  evident 
from  the  offices  to  which  he  was  elected  by  their  sufTrages.  The  first  office  held  by 
him  under  the  city  government  was  membership  on  the  Board  of  Relief,  to  which 
he  was  successively  elected  in  1S51,  '52  and  '53.  On  October  20,  1S57,  he  was 
elected  Mayor  of  the  City,  to  fill  a  vacancy.  On  the  7th  of  October,  1S64,  he  was 
again  elected  Mayor.  He  was  elected  .Alderman  April  2,  1S66,  and  appointed  by 
the  Common  Council  Superintendent  of  Docks  and  Wharves,  May  7,  1S66.  Polit- 
ically, he  was  a  decided  republican  from  the  organization  of  that  party.  Previous 
to  that  he  acted  with  tlie  Whig  party.  He  naturally  took  great  interest  in  Bridge- 
port harbor,  watched  its  currents  and  the  changes  they  wrought.  In  1830-33 
there  was  but  five  feet  of  water  at  low  tide  on  the  outer  bar,  and  the  larger  vessels 
had  to  be  lighted  to  get  in  and  out.  The  steamers  were  compelled  often  to  wait 
for  the  rising  tide.  He  petitioned  Congress,  which  resulted  in  an  appropriation, 
and  the  channel  was  deepened,  but  the  "  ditch  "  was  narrow  and  needed  a  light. 
Another  successful  petition  was  promoted  by  him,  and  a  temporary  light  was 
provided,  and  afterwards  the  present  substantial  light-house  was  built.  His 
observations  suggested  the  breakwater  and  that  was  constructed,  and  he  was  also 
largely  influential  in  the  location  and  construction  of  the  lighthouse  on  Penfield 
Reef,  all  most  necessary  and  useful  improvements. 

Capt.  Brooks  and  his  wife,  Maria  Brooks,  united  with  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church,  October  7,  i82t.  At  the  division  of  the  church  in  1S30,  they  were 
of  the  number  who  were  dismissed  to  form  the  Second  or  South  Church.  Here 
he  was  the  faithful  ally  and  helper  of  that  great  and  good  man,  Nathaniel  Hewit, 
D.D.  At  that  period  Dr.  Hewit  was  opposed  to  the  employment  of  the  organ  in 
church  music,  but  did  not  object  to  Capt.  Brooks'  violin  nor  even  a  second  one. 
The  South  Church  choir  was  famous  for  number,  volume  and  drill.  For  quite  a 
period  Capt.  Brooks  brought  up  from  New  York  the  celebrated  professor,  Thomas 
Hastings,  to  instruct  this  choir.  At  the  organization  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  October  31,  1853,  under  the  leadership  of  Dr.  Hewit,  he  was  ordained  a 
ruling  elder  and  was  active  in  all  church  work,  living  the  life  of  a  faithful  Chris- 
tian man.  The  growth  and  prosperity  of  this  church  have  been  largely  due  to  his 
large  financial  contributions.  He,  with  the  late  Capt.  Burr  Knapp,  gave  the  land 
on  the  corner  of  Myrtle  Avenue  and  West  Liberty  Street,  on  which  the  first  house 
of  worship  was  erected,  and  when  that  building  was  destroyed  by  fire,  December 
g,  1874,  he,  although  sick  at  the  time,  said  the  same  evening  :  "  We  shall  begin 
to  rebuild  before  the  bricks  are  cold."  The  present  beautiful  edifice  was  largely 
due  to  his  efforts.  He  headed  the  subscription  with  a  handsome  sum,  and  when 
a  few  years  later  an  effort  was  made  to  pay  a  debt  of  about  •■^30,000,  he  subscribed 
more  than  one-third  of  the  whole  sum,  and  the  entire  amount  was  secured  in  less 
than  a  week.  His  characteristic  Christian  benevolence  was  wont  to  find  an  outlet 
through  the  church,  but  many  citizens,  not  church  members,  in  the  humbler  walks 
of  life,  can  testify  to  his  large-hearted,  open-handed  assistance  in  times  of  need. 

He  had  no  children,  and  after  providing  in  his  will  for  sundry  bequests  and 
legacies  to  relatives  and  friends,  he  left  the  balance  of  his  estate  to  be  forever 
appropriated  to  Christian  and  benevolent  uses.  His  aged  widow  survived  him 
about  four  years  and  was  then  gently  called  to  join  him  in  the  spirit  world.  She 
also  left  all  her  estate  for  religious  and  benevolent  uses. 
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successful  pastor  of  the  church.  The  late  Mrs.  Mary  Bishop 
was  one  of  the  most  liberal  benefactors  of  this  church,  having 
subscribed  largely  to  build  it  and  also  to  cancel  the  debt 
incurred  in  its  erection. 

Ruling  Elders  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  : 

Stephen  Hawley,  ordained  October  31,  1S53,  died  November 
4,  1861. 

Thomas  Hawley,  ordained  October  31,  1S53,  dismissed  Octo- 
ber 26,  1861. 

John  Brooks,  ordained  October  31,  1S53,  died  December  7, 
1881. 

Stiles  M.  Middlebrook,  ordained  October  31,  1853,  dismissed 

February  10,  1878. 
Henry  M.  Hine,  ordained  October  31,  1S53,  dismissed  in  June, 

1879. 

Egbert  Marsh,  elected  in  April,  i860,  dismissed  February  10, 
1878. 

David  F.  Hollister,  elected  in  April,  i860. 
Alexander  Wheeler,  elected  December,  1878. 
Alexander  Lane,  elected  December,  1878. 
Richard  H.  Townsend,  elected  December,  1878. 

Hev.  Henry  AdolpJiiis  TJacetipovt  is  a  native  of 
Stamford,  Conn.,  and  descended  in  a  direct  line  from  the 
first  minister  at  New  Haven.  He  was  educated  at  Williston 
Seminary.  Amherst  College,  Mass.,  and  the  Union  Theolog- 
ical Seminary  of  New  York  City,  a  part  of  which  time 
he  was  engaged  in  teaching.  He  was  ordained  in  June, 
1873,  and  preached  four  and  a  half  years  in  a  chapel  of  the 
Fifth  Avenue  Reformed  Church  of  New  York  City.  He  was 
installed  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Bridgeport 
February  14,  1878,  and  is  serving  this  parish  at  present,  as 
also  heretofore,  with  much  credit  and  faithfulness.  The 
membership  of  this  church  numbers  300,  and  the  Sunday 
school  350. 

The  Gevman  Reformed  Chiwch  was  organized  Octo- 
ber I,  i860,  the  Rev.  Andrew  Schroeder  being  pastor  from 
i860  to  1864.    In  1868  the  church  was  reorganized,  having 
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for  their  pastor  the  Rev.  Caspar  Bruniier,  who  still  continues 
in  that  office  with  good  success.  In  the  same  year  the  society 
purchased  the  Polanna  Chapel,  standing  on  State  street, 
nearly  opposite  Mvrtle  avenue,  which  they  occupied  until 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1S83,  when  they  sold  this  property, 
purchased  another  site  on  Congress  street  near  Main,  running 
through  to  Chapel  street,  and  built  upon  it  a  church  editice 
and  parsonage,  both  of  brick,  at  an  expense  of  about  $20,000. 
The  membership  numbers  about  150,  having  made  good  pro- 
gress during  the  short  time  since  their  organization. 

Christ  ChiD'vJi  (Episcopal).— The  call  for  the  tirst 
meeting  of  "  persons  interested  in  the  formation  of  a  new 
parish  in  this  city,"  was  read  b}'  the  rector  of  St.  John's 
Church  August  3,  1S50,  and  a  meeting  of  such  persons  was 
appointed  for  Tuesday  evening,  August  6,  at  the  vestry  room 
of  St.  John's  Church.  A  meeting  was  holden  at  that  time 
and  place,  at  which  Charles  Bostwick  presided  and  John  S. 
Smith  was  secretary.  At  a  meeting  holden  August  13,  1850, 
a  resolution  was  passed  "  that  a  Parish  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  be  formed,"  and  the  name  "  Parish  of 
Christ  Church"  was  formally  adopted.  On  August  16,  1850, 
the  parish  organized  by  the  election  of  the  following  officers; 
Senior  Warden,  Charles  Bostwick;  Junior  Warden,  Russell 
Tomlinson  ;  V^estry,  Charles  B.  Ferguson,  Chauncey  Isl.  Hatch, 
Charles  M.  Booth,  Samuel  Stratton,  Aaron  T.  Beardsley, 
Philip  B.  Segee  ;  Treasurer,  Henry  Shelton  ;  Clerk,  John  S. 
Smith. 

The  first  rector  was  the  Rev.  J.  Howard  Smith,  who  was 
called  November  7,  1850,  and  who  was  rector  till  April,  1854. 
During  this  time  the  land  was  bought  for  the  present  church 
on  Courtland  street,  the  corner  stone  of  which  was  laid  on 
Good  Friday,  April  g,  1853.  The  building  committee  were 
Stephen  Tomlinson,  S.  B.  Fergurson,  and  Aaron  T.  Beardsley. 
The  church  edifice  was  com.pleted  in  1853,  ^.nd  was  consecra- 
ted by  Bishop  Thomas  Church  Brownell,  on  the  21st  day  of 
April  of  that  year.  It  is  built  of  brown  stone,  and  cost  about 
$32,000. 

The  rectors  succeeding  Mr.  Smith  have  been  as  follows: 
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the  Rev.  William  Preston,  1854-1856;  Rev.  George  E.  Thrall, 
1856-1859;  Rev.  L.  \V.  Bancroft,  1860-1 S61  ;  Rev.  Henry  M. 
Stewart,  1861-1863  ;  Rev.  John  Falkner  Blake — subsequently 
John  Blake  Falkner,  1863-1870;  Rev.  John  J.  Harrison,  April 
12,  1870-November  28,  1870;  Rev.  N.  L.  Briggs,  1871-1875  ; 
Rev.  Dr.  H.  N.  Powers,  1875-1885  ;  Rev.  Beverly  E.  Warner, 
1885,  present  incumbent.  During  its  existence  the  following 
have  at  different  times  been  Wardens  of  the  church  :  Charles 
Bostwick,"  S.  B.  Fergurson,'"''  Russell  Tomlinson,^''  P.  H. 
Skidmore,  S.  S.  Clapp,"'-  Clapp  Spooner,  L.  W.  Clark,  Daniel 
Hatch, ^  George  C.  Waldo,  William  H.  Noble,  George  Mun- 
ger.  Those  marked  with  an  asterisk  are  deceased.  The 
Parish  Clerks  have  been:  John  S.  Smith,  R.  T.  Clark,  Robert 
C.  Booth,  John  S.  Beers  (eight  years),  J.  B.  Hay,  M.  H.  Tom- 
linson,  Edwin  Hurd,  D.  W.  Kissam,  L.  M.  Segee  (five  years), 
S.  R.  Tomlinson,  Charles  W.  McCord.  The  church  chapel, 
in  the  rear  of  the  church,  was  erected  in  1867  at  a  cost  of 
about  nine  thousand  dollars.  During  the  rectorship  of  the 
Rev.  M.  Briggs  the  brick  block  on  Courtland  street  opposite 
the  church,  and  in  which  was  the  residence  of  the  rector,  was 
burned,  and  many  of  the  parish  records  and  papers  were  lost. 
Among  these  was  the  roll  of  the  parish,  containing  upwards 
of  three  hundred  families.  At  the  parish  meeting  for  1885-6, 
held  on  April  9,  the  following  officers  were  elected:  Senior 
Warden,  John  McCord  (Mr.  McCord  subsequently  declined 
and  William  H.  Noble  was  chosen  in  his  place);  Junior  War- 
den, George  Munger;  V estry,  L.  ^\^.  Clark,  George  C.  Waldo, 
S.  F.  Raymond,  H.  H.  Pyle,  Clapp  Spooner,  F.  jNI.  Wilson, 
C.  B.  Hotchkiss,  L.  N.  Van  Keuren,  A.  B.  Beers,  John 
McCord,  C.  F.  Wood,  S.  B.  Beardsley,  George  Richardson, 
P.  B.  Segee,  S.  W.  Ely,  R.  T.  Whiting,  S.  S.  Jarvis,  A.  J. 
Cable,  John  North,  C.  W.  McCord,  Blaise  Soules,  C.  S.  Lup- 
ton,  C.  R.  Broth  well,  A.  H.  Doolittle,  John  M.  Wheeler, 
H.  C.  Fairchild  ;  Treasurer,  L.  N.  Van  Keuren  ;  Clerk,  Charles 
W.  McCord. 

It  will  be  seen  that  but  one  of  these  gentlemen,  P.  B. 
Segee,  was  a  member  of  the  original  vestry  at  the  founding 
of  the  parish.  The  church,  in  point  of  ecclesiastical  polity, 
might  be  called  a  low,  broad  church,  and  its  membership  has 
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been  largely  drawn  from  rhe  liberal  portion  of  the  community. 
It  has  a  large  and  flourishing  Sunday  school,  which  has 
always  been  an  important  adjunct  to  its  work  and  a  source 
of  strength.  It  has  also  a  very  active  Ladies'  Aid  Society, 
which  is  constant  in  work  of  a  charitable  and  helpful  char- 
acter. Since  the  loss  of  the  parish  records  no  census  has 
been  taken  of  the  membership,  but  the  present  rector,  Mr. 
Warner,  is  engaged  in  compiling  one.  The  church  is  the 
most  centrally  located  Episcopal  church  in  Bridgeport  and 
the  parish  is  a  large  and  able  one. 

The  church  has  suffered  severely  by  death  in  the  last 
fifteen  years.  Beside  those  marked  above  among  its  wardens 
as  deceased,  there  have  died  of  its  prominent  members,  I.  H. 
Whiting,  Frederick  Wood,  Benjamin  Ray,  George  Keeler, 
and  Samuel  Titus. 

Horatio  JS'eJson  Powers,  D.D.,  was  born  in  Amenia, 
Duchess  Co.,  N.  Y.,  prepared  for  college  at  the  Amenia 
Seminary,  graduated  at  Union  College,  Schenectady,  studied 
theology  in  the  General  Theological  Seminary,  New  York, 
and  was  ordained  in  Trinity  Church,  New  York,  July  i,  1855. 
He  served  as  assistant  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Bowman,  St. 
James's,  Lancaster,  Pa.,  till  the  spring  of  1857,  when  he  mar- 
ried Clemence  Emma,  only  daughter  of  Prof.  Francis  Fauvel 
Gouraud,  of  the  University  of  France,  and  removed  to  Dav- 
enport, Iowa.  He  resided  there  as  rector  of  St.  Luke's 
Church,  and  afterwards  as  President  of  Griswold  College, 
till  the  fall  of  1868,  when  he  accepted  a  call  to  St.  John's 
Church,  Chicago,  where,  in  addition  to  his  ministerial  rela- 
tions, he  was  a  Regent  of  the  Chicago  University,  President 
of  the  Foundling's  Home,  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the 
Chicago  Literary  Club,  ot  which  he  was  one  of  the  founders, 
and  a  lecturer  before  the  Athenaeum.  In  November,  1875,  he 
took  charge  of  Christ  Church,  Bridgeport.  His  connection 
with  this  parish  terminated  October,  1885.  In  Bridgeport 
he  was  president  and  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Scientific 
Society.  He  is  an  honorary  member  of  several  learned  bod- 
ies, and  a  Fellow  of  the  Clarendon  Historical  Society,  of 
Edinburgh,  Scotland.    Dr.  Powers  received  the  degree  of 
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D.D.  from  his  Alma  Mater  in  1S67.  He  has  contributed, 
either  in  prose  or  verse,  to  most  ot  the  prominent  periodicals 
in  the  country,  such  as  the  "Century,"'  "Harper's  Magazine," 
"  Lippincott's,"  "International  Review,"  "  Literary  World," 
New  York  "Evening  Post,"  "  The  Independent,"  "Round 
Table,"  "  The  Critic,"  "  The  Chicago  Dial."  He  has  also 
been  the  American  contributor  to  "Z'^-Jr/,"  the  great  art 
journal  of  France.  His  books  are  "  Through  the  Year,"  pub- 
lished by  Roberts  Brothers;  poems  "  Early  and  Late,"  Jan- 
sen,  McClurg  &  Co.;  and  "A  Brief  Biography  of  William 
CuUen  Bryant,"  Appleton  &  Co.  He  has  been  fortunate  in 
his  friendships;  Philip  Gilbert  Hamerton  dedicated  to  him 
his  beautiful  work,  "  The  Unknown  River,"  and  presented 
him  with  two  of  his  admirable  oil  paintings — the  only  ones 
by  this  artist  and  critic  in  America.  He  was  on  intimate 
terms  with  Bryant  and  Bayard  Taylor.  Specimens  of  Dr. 
Powers'  poetry  are  found  in  nearly  all  the  important  collec- 
tions of  the  American  poets — Bryant's,  Longfellow's,  Epes 
Sargent's,  Stoddard's,  Piatt's,  F.  F.  Brown's,  etc. 

Cm  W.  deL.  yicJioIs,  candidate  for  Holy  Orders  from 
Christ  Church  parish,  is  connected,  through  his  father's  fam- 
ily, with  some  of  the  most  distinguished  Episcopal  clergymen 
of  the  diocese,  including  the  last  one  who  went  to  Scotland 
for  Orders  and  the  first  one  who  was  ordained  in  the  United 
States.  Mr.  Nichols  has  had  an  unusually  advantageous 
preparation  for  the  study  of  divinity.  He  graduated  from 
the  classical  department  of  Williston  Seminary,  Easthampton, 
Mass.,  in  1874,  with  high  honors.  Mr.  Nichols  was  afterwards 
bred  at  the  Johns  Hopkins  University,  besides  having  spent 
many  years  elsewhere  in  general  culture.  For  two  years  he 
was  instructor  in  metaphysics  and  English  literature  in  the 
preparatory  department  of  Seabury  Divinity  School,  under 
Bishop  Whipple,  at  Faribault,  Minnesota,  until  in  the  year 
1884  he  entered  the  General  Theological  Seminary  at  New 
York,  where  he  is  at  present  studying.  Mr.  Nichols  is  also 
familiar  with  philosophical  circles  in  various  parts  of  the 
country,  and  has  written  articles  on  philosophic,  historic 
and  literary  themes. 
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Trinity  CJufrc/i,  Bridffepovt. — This  parish  was  organ- 
ized June  I,  1863,  and  was  admitted  into  union  with  the  Con- 
vention of  the  Diocese  of  Connecticut,  June  10,  1863.  A 
hall  on  the  second  floor  of  the  New  York  and  New  Haven 
Railroad  depot  was  quickly  and  tastefully  prepared  for  tem- 
porary occupancy  by  the  parish,  and  in  it  the  first  service 
was  held  on  Sunday,  June  14,  1S63.  The  corner-stone  of  the 
church,  on  the  corner  of  Fairfield  avenue  and  Broad  street, 
was  laid  on  the  2d  of  November  in  the  same  year.  The 
edifice  was  finished  in  the  following-  spring  and  early  sum- 
mer, services  began  to  be  held  in  it  Sunday,  July  3,  1864,  and 
it  was  consecrated  bv  the  Right  Reverend  John  Williams, 
D.D.,  Assistant  Bishop  of  Connecticut,  on  Wednesday,  Nov- 
ember 2,  1S64.  It  is  a  substantial  building  of  brown  stone 
from  the  Portland  quarries,  Gothic — of  the  early  English 
period — in  its  style  of  architecture,  and  has  a  seating  capacity 
of  six  hundred. 

The  parish  was  formed  by  members  from  St.  John's 
Church,  Bridgeport.  Sixty  families  took  part  in  its  organi- 
zation. Its  motive  was  this,  viz  :  a  desire  to  work  for  the 
Saviour's  glory  and  to  advance  His  Kingdom — a  Kingdom  of 
righteousness,  mercy,  truth,  honor  and  charity.  It  has  en- 
joyed nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  of  unbroken  harmony  and 
of  quiet  and  steady  growth,  and  is  now  one  ol  the  first  par- 
ishes in  the  Diocese.  It  has  had  thus  far  but  one  rector,  the 
Rev.  Sylvester  Clarke,  who  was  born  at  Newtown,  in  this 
county,  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  in  1858,  and  became 
rector  of  the  church  in  Oxford,  Conn.,  coming  from  that  par- 
ish to  Bridgeport  in  March,  1861.  Hon.  Jarratt  iNIorford  has 
been  the  Senior  Warden  of  this  parish  since  its  organization. 
Its  Junior  Wardens  have  been  as  follows  :  Ira  Gregory,  Esq.,^ 
1863-1883,  Hon.  E.  B.  Goodsell,"  1883-1884,  Hon.  D.  N. 
Morgan,  1885,  now  serving. 

Trinity  Memorial   (Jiiircli,  West  Stratford,  is  a 

mission  of  Trinity  Church,  Bridgeport.  On  the  20th  of 
September,  iS/r,  the  first  of  a  series  of  Wednesday  evening 
services  was  held  at  the  residence  of  Silas  Scofield,  Esq., 
Newfield  district.  On  the  following  Sunday,  September  24, 
in  the  common  school  house  of  the  same  district,  a  Sunday 
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school  was  begun.  The  corner-stone  of  a  chapel  was  laid  by 
Bishop  Williams,  November  29,  1871.  This  building  was  fin- 
ished in  the  May  succeeding.  It  is  of  wood,  cost  about  $6,000, 
and  will  seat  nearly  300  persons.  The  first  service  in  it  was 
that  of  the  holy  communion  on  Sunday  morning  (Whit  Sun- 
day), May  19,  1872.  It  is  a  memorial  of  the  Rev.  Gurdon 
Saltonstall  Coit,  D.D.,  twenty-eight  years  rector  of  St.  John's 
Church,  Bridgeport.  At  the  present  time  about  40  families 
are  connected  with  this  mission,  and  it  has  an  interesting 
Sunday  school  of  85  members. 

The  Churcli  of  the  Nativity  (Episcopal),  a  very  pic- 
turesque stone  building  located  on  Sylvan  avenue  and  Carson 
street,  was  erected  mainly  at  the  expense  of  the  Rev.  E.  F. 
Bishop,  of  Bridgeport,  with  some  assistance  from  Joseph 
Richardson,  of  North  Bridgeport.  Previous  to  this  a  mis- 
sion school  had  been  maintained  by  members  of  St.  John's 
Church,  Bridgeport,  in  a  small  building  belonging  to  the 
woolen  mills,  then  under  the  proprietorship  of  Nathaniel 
Green.  E.  F.  Bishop  officiated  as  lay  reader,  under  the 
direction  of  the  rector  of  St.  John's  Church,  the  Rev.  Gurdon 
S.  Coit,  from  the  time  he  was  licensed  to  that  office  by  the 
Rt.  Rev.  Thomas  C.  Brownell,  Bishop  of  Connecticut,  Nov- 
ember 21,  1856. 

This  church  was  organized  June  4,  1856,  the  persons 
present  being  Mr.  Bishop,  Joseph  Richardson,  Eli  Thompson, 
Ira  Gregory,  John  Hurd,  William  M.  Hubbell,  and  Henry 
M.  Sherman,  all  laymen  of  St.  John's  Church.  The  sittings 
have  always  been  free,  and  the  service  choral.  The  services 
have  been  conducted  much  of  the  time  by  Mr.  Bishop  himself. 
Rev.  Gurdon  S.  Coit,  D.D.,  held  the  rectorship  until  1863  or 
4.  Mr.  Bishop,  having  been  ordained  deacon  May  21,  i860, 
and  priest  September  22,  1863,  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  John  Wil- 
liams, assistant  bishop  of  the  diocese,  was  elected  to  the  rec- 
torship, being  assisted  at  various  times  by  the  Rev.  H.  C. 
Stowell,  the  Rev.  Charles  H.  W.  Stocking,  D.D.,  the  Rev. 
O.  L.  Prescott,  the  Rev.  Joseph  W.  Hill,  until  1872,  when  the 
Rev.  Henry  Darby  was  elected  rector  and  held  it,  nominally, 
until  1884,  though  much  of  the  time  he  was  absent  from  the 
charge.  The  services  were  carried  on  during  this  time  partly 
25 
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by  the  priests  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  with  which  society 
he  was  at  first  connected;  then  by  the  Rev.  D.  Lounsbury, 
and  Lewis  W.  Wells,  D.D.  Mr.  Bishop  frequently  officiated 
here  until  near  the  time  of  his  decease,  December  7,  1883. 

A  choral  service  in  this  part  of  the  country,  at  the  time 
it  was  started  in  this  place,  was  a  new  thing  and  called  forth 
much  comment. 

On  the  day  of  the  consecration  of  this  church  the  bishop 
and  clergy  having  returned  to  dine  with  Mr.  Bishop  at  his 
home,  were  listening  to  the  amusing  incident  which  was 
being  related  by  some  one  at  the  table,  that  an  owl  had 
obtained  an  entrance  into  the  church  in  some  way  and  lodged 
itself  among  the  beams  so  securel}'  that  it  required  much 
trouble  to  eject  it  before  the  service  began.  Much  merri- 
ment was  excited  by  Mr.  Bishop's  mother  (who  was  a  Presby- 
terian) pithily  remarking  that  "  Perhaps  it  came  in  to  make 
the  responses." 

Tlie  First  3Tet7iO(list  Ejiiscojml  Clmrcli  of  Bridge- 
port.— In  1784  William  Black,  a  preacher  of  the  Methodist 
church  in  Nova  Scotia,  visited  the  United  States  for  the 
purpose  of  consulting  Dr.  Coke  and  procuring  assistance. 
He  traveled  by  way  of  Boston,  Mass.,  where  he  preached 
twice.  He  met  Dr.  Coke  in  Maryland  and,  either  on  his  way 
thither  or  when  returning,  he  preached  several  times  in  the 
Congregational  Church  in  Stratfield,  then  standing  at  what  is 
the  corner  of  North  and  Park  avenues.  The  impression  made 
by  his  preaching  was  at  first  favorable,  but  upon  a  discovery 
of  his  Arminian  theology  he  was  pronounced  a  wolf  in  sheep's 
clothing.  In  one  sermon,  while  preaching,  he  was  interrupted 
by  the  pastor  of  the  church,  who  stamped  upon  the  floor  and 
declared  his  doctrine  to  be  damnable."  He  was  the  first 
Methodist  preacher  known  to  have  visited  the  State  of 
Connecticut  or  New  England.  There  is  evidence  that  his 
preaching  had  good  results,  for,  according  to  Rev.  Jesse  Lee 
(memoirs,  page  1 10),  a  desire  was  thereby  awakened  for  the 
ministrations  of  Methodism.  About  the  same  time,  or  soon 
after  a  number  of  persons  began  to  assemble  for  the  purpose 


"  Rev.  Robert  Ross. 
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of  social  religious  exercises.  i\mong"  those  who  thus  assem- 
bled were  a  Mrs.  Wells  and  a  Mrs.  Wheeler,  both  living  at 
the  south  end  of  Park  avenue,'*  then  called  Mutton  Lane. 

In  May,  17S9,  a  Methodist  conference  was  held  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  where  Jesse  Lee,  the  pioneer  of  New 
England  Methodism,  was  appointed  to  the  Stamford  circuit, 
which  appears  to  have  included  the  greater  part  of  the  State 
lying  west  of  the  Connecticut  river.  On  the  17th  of  June, 
1789,  he  preached  his  first  sermon  in  the  State  under  a  tree 
at  Norwalk.'°  June  i8th  he  rode  to  Fairfield  and  preached  in 
the  Court  House  at  6  o'clock  in  the  evening  to  about  forty 
persons.  He  stopped  over  night  at  a  public  house  kept  by  a 
Mr.  Penfieid.  The  next  morning  Mrs.  Penfield,  who  heard 
him  preach,  gave  him  a  note  of  introduction  to  her  sister, 
Mrs.  Wheeler  of  Park  avenue,  representing  her  as  interested 
in  the  subject  of  religion,  and  desiring  him  to  call  on  her. 

While  Mr.  Lee  was  approaching  the  place  Mrs.  Wells  was 
at  the  house  of  Mrs.  Wheeler  on  a  visit,  and  the  two  were  in 
conversation  upon  the  religious  interests  of  the  neighborhood. 
Just  at  the  moment  of  his  arrival  that  conversation  became 
a  point  of  extraordinary  interest.  Mrs.  W^ells  told  Mrs. 
Wheeler  that  on  the  preceding  night  she  had  dreamed  that 
a  man  rode  up  to  a  house  where  she  was,  got  otT  his  horse, 
took  his  saddle-bags  on  his  arm,  and,  walking  directly  into 
the  house,  said :  "  I  am  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ,  and  am  come  to  preach  to  the  people  of  this  place. 
If  you  will  call  your  neighbors  together  1  will  preach  to 
them  to-night."  Then  Mrs.  Wells  said  she  retained  so  per- 
fect a  recollection  of  the  man's  face  and  general  appearance 
that  she  would  certainly  know  him  if  she  should  ever  see  him. 
While  she  was  yet  speaking  she  looked  out  the  window  and 
exclaimed,  "  Why,  there  is  the  man  now  !"  Mr.  Lee  rode  up, 
dismounted,  took  his  saddle-bags  on  his  arm,  entered  the 
house,  and  addressing  the  women,  said:  "  I  am  a  minister  of 

No.  3,  on  page  41. 

"  The  Rev.  Cornelius  Cook  preached  the  first  Methodist  sermon  in  Norwalk, 
near  the  New  Canaan  parish  line,  in  1787  ;  the  Rev.  Jesse  Lee  preached  the  next 
sermon  on  the  17th  of  June,  1789,  in  the  highway,  near  the  centre  of  the  town." — 
HalPs  History  of  Norwalk,  ijo. 
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the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  have  come  to  preach  to  the 
people  of  this  place.  If  you  will  call  your  neig-hbors  together 
I  will  preach  to  them  to-nig-ht."  Mrs.  Wells  was  so  deeply 
aflfected  as  to  be  scarcel}'  able  to  stand.  Mr.  Lee  was  wel- 
comed, the  neighbors  were  called  together,  Mr.  Lee  preached 
to  them,  and  tradition  says  three  conversions  was  the  result, 
and  that  two  of  them  were  Mrs.  Wells  and  Mrs.  Wheeler. 
This  service  was  held  in  the  old  yellow  house  on  the  south 
end  and  east  side  of  Park  avenue,  on  the  19th  of  June,  1789. 

After  visiting  other  places  in  the  State  Mr.  Lee  preached 
on  the  3d  of  July  at  the  house  of  Deacon  Elijah  Hawley,  at 
Stratfield,  and  on  the  5th  of  August  preached  again  at  the 
same  house,  though  in  the  latter  entry  in  his  journal  it  is  said 
to  have  been  at  Newfield.  The  house  is  still  standing  on  the 
northwest  corner  of  Thomas  and  Water  streets.  On  the  14th 
of  August  Mr.  Lee  was  again  in  this  vicinity  and  preached  at 
the  house  of  Mr.  Wells.  The  nucleus  of  the  first  Methodist 
society  in  this  neighborhood,  and,  it  is  believed,  the  first  in 
New  England,  consisted  of  a  class  organized  by  Mr.  Lee 
September  26,  1789,  in  a  house  which  stood  on  Toilsome 
Hill,  on  the  west  side  of  the  highway,  and  hence  in  Fairfield. 
The  three  persons  composing  the  class  were  Mrs.  Wells,  Miss 
Ruth  Hall  her  sister,  and  a  Mrs.  Risley.  These  all  died  in 
great  peace,  within  the  memory  of  persons  now  connected 
with  this  church. 

In  1790  Mr.  Lee  was  made  Presiding  Elder  of  the  New 
England  work,  but  at  that  time  the  districts  had  no  name, 
and  scarcely  any  limits.  The  name  of  the  circuit  including 
this  region  of  country  was  called  Fairfield,  and  it  extended 
to  several  townships.  Redding  being  one  of  them.  In  this 
neighborhood  preaching  was  held  on  week-day  evenings, 
somewhat  regularly,  at  the  four  following  places:  at  Stephen 
Wells',  on  Division  street,  at  widow  Nichols',  on  Pequonnock 
Green,  Ebenezer  Brown's,  on  Toilsome  Hill,  at  Father  Pen- 
field's,  on  Holland  Hill,  the  house  being  occupied  now,  or 
recently,  by  Lewis  Penfield.  In  1797  a  Methodist  Church 
was  built  on  Division  street  road  north  of  Toilsome  Hill  at 
the  corners  of  the  roads  about  three  miles  north  of  the  pres- 
ent North  avenue.  The  late  Dea.  David  Sherwood,  who  died 
January  24,  1873,  aged  94  years,  was  at  the  raising  of  this 
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church,  being  then  eighteen  years  of  age.  This  statement 
was  made  by  Dea.  Sherwood  to  Dea.  R.  B.  Lacey  and  others, 
and  written  down  at  the  time  for  permanent  record.  After 
1797  preaching  was  held,  probably,  most  regularly  at  the  new 
meeting  house  on  Toilsome  Hill,  until  181 5.  During  this 
early  stage  of  this  church  the  Conference,  Circuit,  Presiding 
Elders,  and  ^Preachers  were: 

1790.  Jesse  Lee,  Presiding  Elder,  Fairfield  circuit;  John 
Bloodgood,  preacher. 

1791.  Nathaniel  B.  Mills  and  Aaron  Hunt,  preachers. 

1792.  Jacob  Brush,  P.  E. ;  Joshua  Taylor  and  Smith  Weeks, 
preachers. 

1793.  Thomas  Ware,  P.  E. ;  Aaron  Hunt  and  James  Coleman, 
preachers. 

1794.  George  Roberts,  P.  E. ;  Zebulon  Kankey  and  Nicholas 
Sneathan,  preachers. 

1795.  The  name  of  the  circuit  was  changed  to  Redding; 
Georofe  Roberts  was  P.  E.,  and  Daniel  Dennison  and 
Timothy  Dewey,  preachers. 

1796.  There  were  two  P.  E's,  Freeborn  Garretson  and  Syl- 
vester Hutchinson,  dividmg  all  New  England  between 
them.  The  preachers  for  Redding  circuit  were  Elijah 
Woblsey  and  Robert  Leeds. 

1797  to  1800.  S.  Hutchinson,  P.  E. ;  preachers:  1797,  David 
Buck,  Augustus  Jocelyn  ;  1798,  William  Thatcher;  1799, 
David  Brown. 

1800.  F.  Garretson,  P.  E. ;  Augustus  Jocelyn,  preacher. 

1801.  The  ministers  began  to  give  names  to  the  districts; 
this  circuit  was  in  the  New  York  district ;  F.  Garretson, 
P.  E. ;  S.  Marvin,  Isaac  Candee,  preachers. 

1802.  The  same  P.  E. ;  J.  Coleman  and  \.  Candee,  preachers. 

1803.  The  same  P.  E. ;  James  Campbell  and  N.  W.  Tompkins, 
preachers. 

1804  to  1807.  Wm.  Thatcher,  P.  E. ;  preachers:  1804,  P.  Mo- 
riarty  and  Sylvester  Foster;  1805,  P-  Moriarty  and  S. 
Merwin  ;  1806,  Nathan  Felch  and  Oliver  Sykes. 

1807  to  1810.  Joseph  Crawford,  P.  E. ;  preachers:  1807,  J.  M. 
Smith  and  Zalmon  Lyon;  1808,  Noble  W.  Thomas,  J. 
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Lyon;  1809,  Billy  Hibbard  and  1.  Candee  ;  iSio,  Nathan 

Emory  and  John  Russell. 
181 1.  Redding  circuit  was  included  in  the  Rhincbeck  district. 

VVni.  Anson,  P.  E.,  two  years;  preachers:  A.  Hunt,  O. 

Sykes,  J.  Reynolds;  1812,  S.  Rowell,  G.  Lyon,  S.  Beach. 
1813  to  1817.  Nathan  Bangs,  P.  E. ;  preachers:  A.  Hunt  and 

Henry  Eames;  1814,  E.  \7ashburn  and  Reuben  Harris; 

1815,  E.  Woolsey  and  R.  Harris;  1S16,  S.  Bushnell  and 

John  Boyd. 

During  this  year  the  old  Congregational  meeting  house 
at  Pequonnock  was  purchased  for  use  by  the  Methodists,  and 
for  about  six  years  this  was  their  gathering  place  for  public 
worship,  the  services  by  the  conference  ministers  being  held 
on  week-day  evenings,  unless  some  services  were  held  on 
Sundays  at  the  old  meeting  house  at  the  corner  of  the  roads 
on  Toilsome  Hill.  During  the  year  1816  Benoni  English  and 
Elisha  P.  Jacobs,  who  were  not  members  of  the  conference, 
preached  on  Sundays  at  the  Pequonnock  house. 

1817.  For  the  first  time  Bridgeport  appears  in  the  conference 
minutes,  meaning  the  old  Pequonnock  church. 

1817  to  1821.  Ebenezer  Washburn,  P.  E. ;  preacher,  Aaron 
Hunt,  who  being  ill,  Cyrus  Silliman,  a  local  preacher, 
supplied;  1818,  Bridgeport  disappears  from  the  minutes, 
being  connected  with  Stratford  circuit,  Samuel  Bushnell, 
preacher;  1819,  S.  Merwin,  P.  E. ;  preachers:  Bela  Smith 
and  J.  Coleman, 

1822.  The  same  P.  E. ;  the  preachers  being  Laban  Clark  and 
Eli  Barnett.  The  Rev.  John  N.  ALaffit,  the  revivalist, 
spent  a  portion  of  this  year  ir_  this  place,  and  from  this 
time  preaching  was  discontinued  in  the  old  meeting  house. 

1823.  Bridgeport  again  appears  on  the  minutes  with  VVm.  1. 
Pease  as  preacher.  His  pastoral  care  did  not  extend 
beyond  the  township,  and  under  his  labors  the  first  Meth- 
odist church  within  the  city  limits  was  erected. 

1824.  Samuel  Luckey,  P.  E.  for  three  years;  the  preacher 
being  Humphrey  Humphreys. 

1825  and  6.  Bridgeport  was  again  connected  with  the  Red- 
ding circuit,  the  preachers  being  Marvin  Richardson, 
H.  Humphreys  and  F.  W.  Sizer. 
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1827.  Samuel  Ostrander,  P.  E. ;  preachers,  Henry  Stead  and 
John  Lovejoy. 

1828.  Bridgeport  was  again  connected  with  the  Stratford 
circuit. 

1829.  Laban  Clark,  P.  E. ;  the  preachers  were  J.  Lovejoy  and 
James  H.  Romer. 

1830  and  31.  The  preachers  were  H.  Bartlett  and  Charles 
Sherman. 

1832.  Heman  Bangs,  P.  E. ;  preachers:  S.  Martindale  and 
Laban  C.  Cheney. 

1833.  Preachers:  James  Youngs  and  J.  Tackerberry. 

1834.  Bridgeport  becomes  a  permanent  station  on  the  min- 
utes of  the  conference;  S.  ^L1rtindale,  P.  E.,  and  Davis 
Stocking  the  preacher. 

1835  and  6.  Wm.  Jewett,  P.  E.,  and  Charles  F.  Pelton  was  the 
preacher. 

1837.  Harmon  D.  Goslin  was  the  preacher,  but  becoming  ill, 
J.  W.  Lefevre  supplied  the  remaining  part  of  the  year. 

1838.  Daniel  Smith,  pastor,  and  Mr.  Goslin  died  and  was 
buried  here. 

1839.  Nicholas  White,  P.  E. ;  pastor,  Daniel  Smith. 

1840  to  1844.  Charles  W.  Carpenter,  P.  E. ;  the  pastor  in  1840 
was  John  M.  Pease;  in  1841  and  2,  Salmon  C.  Perry,  and 
in  1843  and  4,  John  L.  Gilder. 

1844  to  1848.  Laban  Clark,  P.  E. ;  pastors:  1845  '^"d  6,  James 
H.  Perry;  1847,  H.  Bangs. 

184810  1S52.  Heman  Bangs,  P.  E. ;  pastor  in  1848  and  9, 
George  Brown.  At  the  session  of  the  general  conference 
held  in  184S  the  New  York  conference  was  divided,  and 
Bridgeport  lay  within  the  bounds  of  the  New  York  East 
conference,  and  during  the  second  year  of  Mr.  Brown's 
pastorate  the  present  church  was  erected.  It  is  a  very 
commodious  and  appropriate  edifice.  In  1850  John  B. 
Stratton  was  pastor,  and  in  185  i  and  2,  Edwin  L.  Janes. 

1852  and  3.  William  H.  Norris,  P.  E. ;  pastor  in  1853  4- 
Thomas  G.  Osborn. 

1853  and  4.  E.  L.  Janes,  P.  E. ;  pastor  in  1855  and  6,  Charles 
Fletcher.  In  1856  Bridgeport  gives  name  to  a  district  in 
the  New  York  east  conference. 
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185610  i860.  E.  E.  Griswold,  P.  E. ;  pastor  in  1857,  John  M. 

Reid,  and  in  1S59,  William  F.  Collins. 
i860  to  1S63.  William  C.  Hoyt,  P,  E. ;  pastor  in  i860  and  61, 

Albert  Nash.    During  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  Nash  there 

was  a  reunion  of  the  church,  at  which  time  the  debt, 

amounting  to  $8,000,  was  paid. 

The  following  items  of  history  are  compiled  from  a  sketch 
prepared,  and  read  on  that  occasion,  bv  Mr.  Nash  : 

"After  the  organization  of  the  first  class  in  1789,  I  am 
unable  to  give  any  satisfactory  account  of  the  members  of  the 
society  for  thirty-four  years.  It  is  probable  that  there  was  no 
register  kept  for  a  number  of  years,  and  that  for  several  years 
succeeding,  it  was  found  in  connection  with  Redding  circuit. 
Under  the  labors  of  Mr.  Maffit,  in  1822,  a  class  was  formed  in 
the  city  proper.  In  1823,  about  the  time  the  first  church  was 
erected  here,  we  have  a  register  of  the  persons  then  connected 
with  the  society." 


"  "  Nathaniel  Ruggles, 

local  preacher. 
Burr  Penfield, 
Stephen  Wells, 
Mary  Wells, 
Mary  Edwards, 
Julia  Ruggles, 
Silas  Turney, 
Polly  Turney, 
John  P.  McEwen, 
Harriet  McEwen, 
James  Penfield, 
Mary  Penfield, 
Anna  Turney, 
Anna  Wheeler, 
Phoebe  Nichols, 
Catharine  Nichols, 
Hannah  Penfield, 
John  W.  Beardsley, 
Betsey  Porter, 
Sarah  Burriit, 
Sophia  Plumb, 
Eliza  Cable, 
Harriet  Gould, 
Fanny  Middlebrook, 


Griswold  Odell, 
Elias  A.  Hall, 
Chauncy  Ward, 
William  Bardsley, 
Ezra  Morris, 
Stephen  Durand, 
Esther  Durand, 
Phoebe  Hawkins, 
Mary  Hildroup, 
Be'sey  Downs, 
Catharine  Ufford, 
Mary  Ann  Hopkins, 
Samaiitha  Mosure, 
Sally  S.  Curtis, 
Charles  G.  Brisco, 
Charles  H.  Wakelee, 
Susan  Wakelee, 
Stiles  Nichols, 
Ebenezer  Brown, 
Sally  Green, 
Harpin  Blake, 
Harriet  Hubbell, 
Hannah  Morris, 
Mary  Baldwin, 
Eliza  Evitts, 


Ann  Cables, 
Mary  Ann  Patchin, 
William  Daggett, 
Ruth  Edwards, 
John  Beardsley, 
Marietta  Wells, 
Hannah  Blackman, 
Catharine  Witherill, 
Ruth  Hall, 
Alice  Hall, 
S3'lvina  Booth, 
Sally  Brown, 
Patience  Mitchell, 
Ruth  Turney, 
Susannah  Tupler, 
William  L.  Peat, 
Seth  Turney, 
Maria  Nichols, 
Sally  Hubbell, 
John  Feeley, 
Zilpha  Feeley, 
Tracy  Freeman, 
Diana  Lewis, 
Effa  Freeman," 
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"  The  following  is  a  review  of  church  enterprises: 
"  Before  the  church  at  Pequonnock  was  abandoned  in 
182 1,  a  room  was  procured  for  holding-  Methodist  meetings 
in  the  borough  in  what  was  then  called  the  New  Block,  at 
the  corner  of  Main  and  State  streets,  over  the  drug  store. 
This  place  appears  to  have  been  procured  mainly  by  the 
efforts  of  Nathaniel  Ruggles,  who  had  been  converted  a  few 
years  previous  under  the  labors  of  the  Rev.  Benoni  English, 
at  the  Pequonnock  Church.  From  my  best  information  I 
conclude  this  hall  was  first  occupied  by  our  people  in  the 
winter  of  1821  and  2,  and  that  John  N.  Maffit  then  held  a 
series  of , meetings  in  it. 

"In  the  year  1822  measures  were  taken  for  the  erection 
of  our  first  house  of  worship  in  this  city.  The  members  of 
the  society  were^first  organized  into  an  ecclesiastical  body 
according  to  law,  June  30,  1821,  and  the  principal  members 
are  stated  in  the  warrant  to  have  been  Nathaniel  Ruggles, 
Burr  Penfield,  Agur  Bassett,  Richard  Fuller  and  Stephen 
Durand. 

"At  the  first  meeting,  held  for  the  purpose  of  organiza- 
tion. Stiles  Nichols,  long  and  favorably  known  as  the  editor 
of  the  Republican  Farmer,  acted  as  chairman  ;  N.  Ruggles 
was  chosen  clerk;  and  A.  Bassett,  John  P.  McEwen,  and  R. 
Fuller  were  chosen  the  trustees. 

"On  the  nth  of  February,  1822,  the  meeting  voted  to 
proceed  in  the  erection  of  a  house  of  worship,  and  N.  Ruggles 
was  entrusted  with  all  the  business  necessary  to  be  done  in 
the  matter.  The  site  of  the  church  was  located  at  a  meeting 
held  May  13,  1823,  and  the  house,  though  for  some  years 
remaining  unfinished,  v/as  occupied  for  worship  the  latter 
part  of  that  year,  Mr.  Maffit  preaching  the  first  sermon  in  it. 
The  trustees  at  the  time  of  its  erection  were  Charles  H. 
VVakeley,  J.  P.  McEwen,  B.  Penfield,  Abram  S.  Smith,  and 
Elias  A.  Hall.  That  church  stood  on  the  site  of  the  present 
one.  It  was  forty  by  sixty  feet,  and  its  cost,  with  the  lot,  was 
about  three  thousand  dollars.  That  house  stood  about  twenty- 
six  years,  and  in  1849  it  was  burned.  Measures  were  imme- 
diately taken  to  erect  the  present  church  edifice,  and  while  it 
was  being  built  the  society  worshiped  in  Wordin's  Hall,  at 
?6 
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the  corner  of  State  and  Water  streets.  On  the  14th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1850,  this  house  was  dedicated — the  Rev.  Dr.  Durbin 
and  the  Rev.  Allen  Steele  preaching  on  the  occasion.  At  its 
completion  a  debt  of  about  nine  thousand  dollars  remained, 
which  was  paid  in  i860,  Mr.  Eben  Fairchild  generously  giving 
half  the  sum  upon  the  rest  being  raised  by  others. 

"  The  first  Sunday  school  in  connection  with  this  society 
was  organized  during  the  conference  year  commenceing  in 
1828.  The  records  of  this  school  were  burned  with  the 
church  in  1S49." 

The  pastors  in  this  church  since  1S62  have  been:  1862 
and  3,  John  Miley  ;  1864  and  5,  Ichabod  Simmons;  1S66  and 
7,  Frank  Bottome  ;  1S67,  8  and  9,  James  INI.  Carroll;  1870, 
John  Dickenson;  1S71,  2  and  3,  S.  H.  Piatt;  1874,  5  and  6, 
Daniel  O.  Ferris  ;  1877,  8  and  9,  George  X.  Hubbell ;  1S79,  So 
and  81,  Charles  E.  Harris  ;  1S81  and  82,  H.  Q.  Judd  ;  1883,  4, 
5,  W.  W.  Clark." 

The  Wash  infjton  T*avk  Methodist  Eitiscopal  CJmrch 

was  organized  September  12,  1853.  The  first  church  edifice 
was  erected  on  the  corner  of  Barnum  and  Noble  streets,  and 
was  completed  and  occupied  in  the  same  year.  Its  original 
cost  was  four  thousand  dollars,  but  in  1867  it  was  enlarged 
and  improved  at  an  expense  of  eleven  thousand  dollars.  This 
structure  was  removed  in  1883,  and  a  commodious  brick  edi- 
fice erected  on  the  old  site,  with  a  chapel  and  parlor  rooms 
adjoining,  for  Sunday  school  and  social  meetings.  The  cor- 
ner-stone of  this  edifice  was  laid  May  23,  18S3,  and  the  dedi- 
cation services  were  held  March  30,  1884.  Their  present 
pastor  is  the  Rev.  Edwin  G.  Blake." 

Tlie  Tahernacle  Methodist  Episcoitfd  ChurcJi  was 

founded  in  July,  1S73.  In  March,  1874,  the  house  of  worship, 
which  stands  on  North  Main  street,  at  the  foot  of  Frank  street, 
was  completed,  and  in  the  following  month  the  Rev.  A.  B. 
Sanford  was  appointed  its  pastor.  His  successors  have  been 
the  Rev.  S.  H.  Smith,  the  Rev.  David  Osborn,  the  Rev. 

"  This  historical  sketch  is  taken  from  a  record  made  in  the  church  book  by 
the  Rev.  D.  O.  Ferris,  the  pastor,  at  the  time,  1878  or  g. 

After  the  type  were  set  for  this  history  a  pamphlet  was  obtained  containing 
a  full  account  of  the  church. 
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Joseph  R.  Dumble,  who  commenced  his  labors  here  in  March, 
1880.  The  cost  of  the  church  edifice,  including  the  lot,  was 
about  $4,500.    Their  present  pastor  is  the  Rev.  O.  F.  Tree. 

Tlie  African  Method ist  JEpiscopal  Choj/els  are  two, 
located  on  Broad,  near  Whiting  street.  The  older,  or  Bethel 
Church,  was  built  in  1835  ;  the  younger  and  larger,  known  as 
Zion  Church,  was  completed,  as  a  tablet  over  the  door  informs 
the  passer  by,  in  June,  1843.  These  churches  hold  regular 
church  and  Sunday  school  services. 

The  Genu  ((it  Jfefhoff  isf  Episropal  Chttrrh  is  located 
on  East  Main  street,  and  the  Rev.  Gustave  Boboiin  is  pastor. 

A  Stillwellite  Methodist  ChuvcJi  had  an  existence 
several  years  in  Bridgeport.  The  Stillwell  itinerant  ministers 
commenced  preaching  here,  at  Zoar  Bridge,  and  in  Derby  in 
1821  or  2.  Their  services  here  were  held  in  the  old  Congre- 
gational meeting  house,  at  the  corner  of  North  and  Park 
avenues,  which  had  been  several  years  occupied  by  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Bridgeport.  Their  ministers' 
names  were  David  P.  Candill,  Lounsbury,  and  Brewer.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Tuckerman  came  in  1824  and  remained  about  five 
years,  when  the  society  was  merged  into  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  There  was  a  class  formed  of  the  Still- 
wellites  and  a  leader  appointed.  The  following  were  some 
of  the  members:  Anson  Bradley,  of  Toilsome  Hill,  Samuel 
Hodges,  of  Bridgeport,  Joel  Mitchell  and  wife.  Mills  Middle- 
brook  and  wife,  Benjamin  Bennett,  Mrs.  Isaac  Odell,  Capt. 
Thomas  Brothwell  and  wife. 

The  meetings  were  attended  by  the  community,  and  Mr. 
Tuckerman  was  much  esteemed,  and  was  supported  by  mem- 
bers of  various  churches  living  in  that  neighborhood.  He 
afterwards  joined  the  Congregational  church,  and  preached  a 
time  in  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  in  the  pulpit. 

After  Mr.  Tuckerman  left,  a  Protestant  Methodist  came 
and  preached  a  short  time.  Lorenzo  Dow  preached  in  this 
old  church  to  crowded  congregations,  the  capacity  of  the 
house  being  such  as  to  seat  about  four  hundred." 


"  For  all  the  particulars  of  this  Stillwell  Church,  see  manuscript  of  Mr.  S.  M. 
Main,  deposited  with  the  Fairfield  Count}-  Historical  Society. 
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The  Heht'ew  congregation  (Tienai  Israel),  in  Bridge- 
port, was  organized  September  19,  1S59,  the  first  minister 
being  the  Rev.  A.  Jacobs,  and  the  place  of  worship  No.  35 
Wall  street.  The  ministers  have  changed  frequently.  For  a 
time  the  congregation  met  at  Freedman's  Building,  on  State 
street  opposite  the  court  house,  but  it  now  meets  every  Fri- 
day evening  at  seven  o'clock  and  every  Saturday  morning  at 
eight  o'clock,  in  the  Curtis  Building,  4S3  Main  street.  The 
Rev.  Gustav  Gumpel  is  the  pastor. 

The  Advent  Christian  ChurcJt  of  Bridgeport  was 
organized  in  November,  1849,  with  tourteen  members,  and 
has  maintained  regular  services  ever  since,  on  Sunday  and 
week-day  evenings,  although  most  of  the  time  without  a 
pastor.  About  eighty  members  have  been  added  since  the 
church  was  formed.  The  place  of  meeting  is  Temperance 
Hall,  on  Beach  street. 

The  CJntfch  of  CJirist  'm  Bridgeport  have  held  meet- 
ings since  the  year  1871,  but  were  not  formally  organized  as 
a  church  until  August  23,  1S74,  under  the  leadership  of  Dr. 
W.  A.  Belding,  of  Troy,  N.  Y.  The  meetings  were  at  first 
held  in  a  private  house,  but  for  several  years  past  they  have 
been  conducted  in  the  hall  at  No.  356  Main  street,  on  Sunday 
and  two  week-day  evenings.  The  church  has  had  no  regu- 
larly installed  or  employed  pastor,  but  has  had  the  service  of 
revivalists,  especially  that  of  Charles  Abercrombie,  in  May, 
1880. 

St.  Augustine's  Church — Catholic. — The  Rev.  Father 
McDermott  was  the  first  Catholic  priest  who  celebrated  mass 
in  Bridgeport.  This  was  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Farrell,  on 
Middle  street,  in  the  year  1834,  there  being  then  about 
eighteen  Catholic  families  residing  in  this  city.  Soon  after- 
wards, by  order  of  Bishop  Fenwick,  the  Rev.  James  Smith 
visited  Bridgeport  once  a  month  for  the  purpose  of  holding 
services.  He  built  the  brick  church  which  stood  on  the 
corner  of  Arch  street  and  Washington  avenue,  and  the 
church  was  called  St.  James's  Church.  The  Rev.  Michael 
Lynch  was  the  first  settled  pastor  of  this  church  and  of  the 
Catholic  people  in  Bridgeport,  and  received  his  appointment 
here  in  December,  1842. 
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On  September  2,  1852,  the  Rev.  Thomas  J.  Synnot  was 
appointed  by  Bishop  O'Reilly  pastor  of  this  church.  Soon 
after  his  arrival  he  commenced  building  the  church  of  St. 
Mary,  on  Crescent  avenue,  in  East  Bridgeport,  and  finished 
it  in  the  following  year.  In  this  same  year  he  began  St. 
Thomas'  Church,  at  Fairfield,  and  finished  it  in  1854.  In 
1864,  the  brick  church  on  Washington  avenue  having  become 
too  small,  the  foundation  of  the  present  edifice  was  laid  on 
the  corner  of  Washington  avenue  and  Pequonnock  street. 
This  church,  which  is  the  largest  in  Bridgeport,  was  named 
St.  Augustine  Church  and  dedicated  March  17,  1867,  and 
cost  about  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  It  is  built  of  gray 
granite  from  the  quarries  of  North  Bridgeport.  It  is  intended 
to  carry  the  spire  about  ninety  feet  higher  than  its  present 
termination,  making  it  far  the  highest  object  in  the  city,  and 
the  more  so  because  of  its  location  on  Golden  Hill.  The 
whole  number  of  Catholics  embraced  in  the  St.  Augustine 
parish  is  about  four  thousand  souls,  and  the  average  attend- 
ance at  mass  is  estimated  to  be  three  thousand.  The  Sunday 
school  contains  about  six  hundred  and  fifty  members.  The 
amount  raised  for  church  purposes,  parish  expenses,  and 
buildings,  during  the  pastorate  of  twenty-eight  years  of  the 
Rev.  Father  Synnot,  cannot  be  far  from  a  quarter  of  a  million 
dollars. 

Adjoining  this  church  on  the  west  is  a  large,  imposing 
structure,  built  of  granite  from  Plymouth,  Conn.,  which  is 
the  home  of  the  Sisters  of  Mercy  and  an  academy  for  young 
ladies.  It  was  completed  in  1881  and  cost  about  the  same  as 
the  church. 

Church  of  Sacred  Heart  of  Jesus  was  erected  in  the 
year  1884,  on  Myrtle  avenue  near  Prospect  street.  It  is  built 
of  brick  with  granite  trimjnnings,  in  the  equilateral  Gothic  style, 
large  and  commodious,  the  ceiling  being  vaulted  and  groined. 
Rev.  Dennis  J.  Cremin  is  the  pastor. 

St.  3Ia7'i/s  Church — Catholic — of  Bridgeport,  is  loca- 
ted on  the  corner  of  Pembroke  and  Steuben  streets,  and  is  a 
fine  brick  edifice  with  stone  basement.  This  church  was 
commenced  as  an  out  mission  of  St.  James's,  now  St.  August- 
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ine's,  and  was  a  frame  building  located  on  the  corner  of  Cres- 
cent avenue  and  Church  street,  erected  in  1S54.  The  first 
missionaries  to  this  church  were  the  Reverends  M.  O'Neil, 
P.  Lamb  and  Dr.  Wallace.  The  first  pastor  was  the  Rev. 
Peter  A.  Smith,  installed  in  April,  1857,  who  built  the  par- 
sonage house  and  continued  pastor  until  February  10,  1S62. 
He  afterwards  died  while  pastor  at  Norwalk,  Conn.  He  was 
succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Francis  J.  Lenihan,  who  continued 
pastor  until  November  i,  1S66,  when  he  was  transferred  to 
VVoonsocket,  R.  1.,  where  he  died.  He  was  followed  by  the 
Rev.  Richard  ().  Gorman,  who  served  until  October  6,  1S67, 
and  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Dea,  who  continued 
to  his  death,  July  23,  1S73.  These  all  ministered  in  the  old 
church.  The  Rev.  John  F.  Rogers  was  transferred  from 
Newtown,  Conn,,  where  he  was  pastor  five  years,  to  this 
parish  the  Sunday  following  the  decease  of  Father  Dea.  He 
was  graduated  at  Mount  St.  Mary's  College,  at  Emmetsburgh, 
Md.  He  commenced  the  new  church  edifice  in  June,  1874, 
located  on  the  corner  of  Pembroke  and  Steuben  streets,  the 
corner-stone  was  laid  May  16,  1875,  and  the  house  was  dedi- 
cated October  14,  1S77,  by  the  late  Bishop  Galbury.  The 
edifice  is  built  in  the  Romanesque  style,  the  basement  of 
stone  and  the  superstructure  of  brick,  74  feet  front  on  Pem- 
broke street  and  154  feet  in  length,  with  a  spire  1S7  feet  in 
height.  Its  principal  ornament  inside  is  a  Roman  altar  35 
feet  in  height.  The  basement  is  14  feet  in  height,  completed 
and  occupied  as  a  Sunday  school  room  and  for  the  meeting 
of  various  societies  connected  with  the  church.  The  parson- 
age was  built  in  1S81,  adjoining  the  church  on  the  south,  the 
lot  extending  to  Sherman  street. 

The  old  church  edifice  has  been  remodeled  into  a  paro- 
chial school  building,  the  school  being  taught  by  the  Sisters 
of  Mercy,  residing  in  the  old  parsonage  adjoining.  Mr.  Rog- 
ers was  the  first  to  introduce  the  Sisters  into  Bridgeport. 
This  parish,  including  West  Stratford,  now  contains  about 
three  thousand  souls. 

The  assistant  pastor  is  the  Rev.  J.  C.  O'Connell,  and  the 
trustees  are  Patrick  CuUen,  John  Flood;  the  committee, 
Martin  Lee,  John  B.  Sullivan,  Martin  Quitilan,  Patrick  Gil- 
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martin,  Thomas  McGovern ;  organist,  Sister  Mary  Burk- 
mans;  the  superintendents  of  the  Sunday  schc^ol  are  the 
Sisters  of  Mercy. 

The  German  Catholic  Charvli  was  organized  in  De- 
cember, 1874,  and  for  a  time  held  religious  services  in  a  hall 
in  Wheeler's  Building,  on  Main  street.  From  this  they  re- 
moved to  the  building  No.  449  Main  street.  The  present 
house  of  worship,  on  Madison  avenue  near  Washington,  was 
commenced  in  October,  1S7S,  and  completed  in  April  of  the 
following  year,  at  a  cost,  including  the  lot,  of  eight  thousand 
dollars.  The  Rev.  Joseph  A.  Schaele,  of  New  fJaven,  has 
been  the  pastor  from  the  organization  of  the  church  to  the 
present  time.  There  were  at  first  twenty-five  families  in  the 
congregation,  which  now  numbers  seventy-five  families,  or 
about  three  hundred  persons.  The  Sunda}-  school  has  one 
hundred  members.  Mass  is  celebrated  and  a  sermon  preached 
every  Sunday  morning,  the  pastor  returning  to  New  Haven 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  services. 

The  l*avlz  Stieet  €o}njrefiational  Chaveh  is  located 
on  the  corner  of  Park  and  Barnum  streets,  fronting  Washing- 
ton Park.  A  movement  toward  the  organization  of  a  Congre- 
gational church  in  that  part  of  the  city  of  Bridgeport  lying 
east  of  the  Pequonnock  river,  was  made  in  November,  1867. 
The  first  meeting  to  consider  the  subject  was  held  on  the  22d 
of  that  month  at  the  house  of  Mr.  W.  E.  Smith,  corner  of 
Barnum  and  William  streets.  The  Rev.  B.  B.  Beardsley,  of 
the  First  Congregational  Church,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Lord,  of 
the  Second,  were  present  and  offered  to  hire  the  Bethesda 
Mission  Chapel — now  the  East  Washington  avenue  Baptist 
Church — for  at  least  one  year,  for  the  use  of  a  Congregational 
church,  should  one  be  formed,  and  in  view  of  this  proposition 
it  was  thought  advisable  to  occupy  the  chapel,  and  the  Rev. 
Joel  H.  Linsley,  D.D.,  of  Greenwich,  was  engaged  to  preach 
on  four  Sundays. 

The  first  public  services  were  held  November  24,  1867, 
and  on  the  i6th  of  December  following  a  meeting  was  held  in 
the  basement  of  the  Bethesda  Chapel,  at  which  it  was  "  Re- 
solved, as  the  sense  of  this  meeting,  that  it  is  expedient  to 
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take  measures  for  organizing  a  Congregational  church  in  East 
Bridgeport.''  A  council  was  accordingly  called  on  the  15th 
of  January,  1S68,  to  devise  respecting  the  matter,  and  if 
deemed  expedient,  to  assist  in  the  organization  of  a  church. 
The  council  when  convened  voted  that  it  was  desirable  to 
form  a  church,  and  proceeded  in  the  formal  services  to  that 
end.  The  church  thus  constituted,  consisted  of  thirty-nine 
members,  of  whom  twenty-three  had  been  dismissed  from  the 
First  Church,  five  from  the  Second  Church,  five  from  the 
church  in  Newington,  three  from  the  church  in  Westport, 
two  from  the  church  in  Monroe,  and  one  from  the  Chapel 
street  church  of  New  Haven. 

On  the  19th  of  March,  186S,  Andrew  L.  VVinton  and 
James  P.  Bishop  were  elected  deacons  of  the  new  church,  and 
on  the  first  day  of  July  Mr.  John  G.  Davenport,  of  Wilton, 
having  supplied  the  pulpit  for  three  months,  and  received  a 
unanimous  call  to  its  pastorate,  was  ordained  and  installed 
pastor  of  the  church  and  society. 

A  site  for  a  house  of  worship  having  been  purchased  on 
the  corner  of  Park  and  Barnum  streets,  the  corner-stone  of  a 
church  edifice  was  laid  November  i,  1870.  Services  were 
held  in  the  Bethesda  Chapel  until  the  ist  of  July,  1871,  when 
the  basement  of  the  new  edifice  was  occupied,  and  on  the  17th 
of  October  the  church,  having  cost  about  $25,000,  was  dedi- 
cated to  the  worship  of  Almighty  God. 

Until  the  close  of  the  year  1871  the  church  was  under  the 
fostering  care  of  the  Connecticut  Home  Missionary  Society, 
when  it  became  self-supporting."^ 

The  following  have  served  as  deacons,  each  retiring  at 
the  end  of  four,  five  or  six  years,  the  present  rule  being  that 
each  term  expires  at  the  end  of  four  years,  any  one  being 
eligible  to  reelection  after  an  interval  of  one  year:  Andrew 
L.  VVinton,  James  P.  Bishop,  Charles  M.  Minor,  David 
Wooster,  Harmon  Lane,  James  P.  Bishop,  Charles  M.  Miner, 
Frederick  W.  Storrs,  David  Wooster,  James  P.  Bishop, 
Charles  M.  Minor. 

The  success  of  this  church  has  been  very  marked  and 
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continuous  to  the  present  time.  Mr.  John  G.  Davenport  was 
ordained  its  pastor  July  i,  i86S,  and  labored  with  much  suc- 
cess until  the  summer  of  iSSi,  when  he  was  dismissed  to 
(|  accept  a  call  to  the  Second  Congregational  Church  of  Water- 
bury,  where  he  was  installed  November  9,  1S81.  His  suc- 
cessor was  the  Rev.  George  S.  Thrall,  who  was  installed  in 
October,  18S1,  and  after  nearl_v  three  years  of  very  acceptable 
service  was  dismissed,  at  his  own  request,  on  account  of  ill 
health. 

The  Rev.  Frederick  E.  Hopkins,  the  present  pastor,  was 
installed  March  26,  1SS4,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  church  is 
continued.  During  the  summer  of  18S5  an  addition  was  made 
to  the  church  edifice  and  considerable  changes  in  the  audience 
room,  at  a  cost  of  about  §2,500. 

Olivet  C/i«>'c/i  (Congregational). — About  the  year  1866 
a  mission  Sunday  school  was  commenced  by  members  of  the 
First  Congregational  Church  and  others  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  city.    The  school  met  at  first  in  the  upper  story  of  No. 
114  North  VVashington  avenue,  afterwards  at  Olivet  Hall, 
upon  the  corner  of  Grand  street.    After  some  time  the  school 
developed  into  the  church  now  known  as  Olivet  Congrega- 
tional Church,  which  was  formally  organized  bv  a  council 
j    convened  for  the  purpose,  November  16,  1870,  and  on  Decem- 
i    ber  14,  1870,  the  Rev.  DeForest  B.  Dodge  was  ordained  pas- 
j    tor,  and  he  resigned  October  11,  1871,  and  letters  of  dismis- 
sion were  granted  to  forty-nine  members  of  this  church  to 
I    join  him  in  forming  a  new  ecclesiastical  body.    His  success- 
(    ors  as  the  pastors  of  Olivet  Church  have  been  :  the  Rev.  S. 

Hopkins  Emory,  April,  1872;  the  Rev.  Allen  Clark,  Septem- 
•  \    ber,  1874;  the  Rev.  John  S.  Wilson,  August,  1879.  The 
!    building  now  used  by  the  society,  on  the  corner  of  Main 
street  and  North  avenue,  was  completed  and  occupied  for 
worship  December  24,   1876.     "It  cost,  including  the  site, 
about  $3,500.     The  Rev.  S.  D.  Gaylord  became  pastor  of 
this  church  November  8,  1882,  and  died  in  office  December 
31,  1884.    Mr.  Edwin  R.  Holden,  of  Yale  Divinity  School, 
commenced  the  supply. of  the  pulpit  in  March,  1885,  and  was 
ordained  pastor  June  9,  1885.     This  church   has  received 
i    assistance  largely  from  the  First  Congregational  Church  and 
'  27 
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to  some  extent  from  other  churches,  for  many  years.  It  is 
under  the  care  and  aid  of  the  Connecticut  Home  Missionary 
Society. 

Tlie  CoJovado  Street  Chapel  is  located  in  the  western 
part  of  the  city.  About  the  end  of  February,  1884,  ^  mission 
Sunday  school  was  commenced  under  the  auspices  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church,  which  at  the  end  of  the  year  they 
relinquished,  and  in  May,  1S85,  it  became  a  branch  of  the 
Sunday  school  of  the  First  Congregational  Church,  under  the 
charge  of  an  assistant  superintendent.  The  school  met  at 
first  in  an  unoccupied  store  on  State  street,  then  in  a  cottage 
on  Howard  street,  but  the  Congregational  church  decided  at 
once  to  build  a  chapel,  and  land  on  Colorado  street  was 
purchased  on  the  nth  of  May,  and  a  building  erected.  This 
was  done  by  the  Rev.  C.  R.  Palmer  and  Col.  Charles  H. 
Russell,  acting  for  the  standing  committee  of  the  church. 
This  chapel  was  completed  September  8th  and  dedicated  Sep- 
tember 13th,  with  appropriate  services.  It  was  occupied  by 
the  Sabbath  school  from  that  date.  As  soon  as  a  gas  pipe 
had  been  laid  through  the  street,  so  that  the  building  could 
be  lighted,  services  were  held  on  Sabbath  evenings,  and  these 
have  continued  until  the  present  time.  Until  January  i,  18S6, 
the  pulpit  was  supplied  by  various  gentlemen,  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Palmer.  From  that  date  Mr.  Robert  W. 
Sharp  became  the  stated  suppl}-.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
senior  class  in  Yale  Divinity  School,  to  graduate  in  May  next. 
The  chapel  has  been  conveyed  by  the  builders  t(j  the  First 
Congregational  Church  (an  incorporated  body),  in  the  expect- 
ation that  it  will  be  conveyed  ultimately  to  a  religious  society 
at  the  west  end.    It  is  valued  at  $4,200,  with  its  contents. 

Mr.  James  L.  Harlem  was  the  original  superintendent  of 
the  school,  when  it  was  in  Presbyterian  hands,  and  has  been 
continued  in  office  by  the  Congregationalists.  The  success  of 
it  is  largely  due  to  the  energy  and  enthusiasm  which  he  has 
displayed  from  the  beginning. 

The  First  JUiptist  CltuvrJi  in  Bridgeport  was  consti- 
tuted September  20,  1837,  with  thirty-nine  members.  At  that 
time  the  population  of  the  city  was  about  three  thousand,  and 
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the  only  Baptist  church  then  within  ten  miles  was  at  Strat- 
field,  three  miles  distant,  wliich  was  under  the  pastoral  care 
of  the  Rev.  James  H.  Linslcy,  who  resided  in  Stratford. 
There  were  but  three  or  tour  Baptists  residing  in  the  city, 
one  of  whom,  Miss  Hannah  Nichols,  a  devoted  and  active 
member  of  the  Stratheld  church,  about  the  year  1835  pro- 
posed the  purchase  of  land  upon  which  to  erect  a  church  in 
the  future.  There  were  three  brothers,  named  Whitney,  also 
members  of  the  Stratheld  church,  residing  about  a  mile  from 
the  city,  who  had  frequently  consulted  together,  and  with 
Miss  Nichols,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Linsley,  and  others,  upon  the 
practicability  of  establishing  a  Baptist  church  in  Bridgeport. 
The}'  were  all  waiting  for  a  providential  opening  to  enable 
them  to  accomplish  that  object,  when  the  way  was  opened, 
sooner  than  they  expected,  by  the  offer  of  the  Episcopal 
society  to  sell  their  church  edifice,  on  the  corner  of  State  and 
Broad  streets,  for  $3,650.  Mr.  Linsley  circulated  the  subscrip- 
tion paper  until  he  secured  $3,000,  and  paid  it  to  the  Episco- 
pal society,  and  a  deed  was  received  August  8,  1835.  During 
this  time  a  meeting  was  called  and  on  July  24,  1835,  a  Baptist 
society  was  organized,  composed  of  six  members,  namel}' : 
Benjamin  Wakeman,  Ra3'mond,  Roswell,  Bennett  Whitney, 
and  two  other  persons  whose  names  are  not  known. 

It  was  expected  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Linsley  would  accept 
the  pastorate,  but  failing  health  compelled  him  to  relinquish 
preaching,  and  the  services  of  the  Rev.  Wm.  W.  Evarts,  then 
a  student  in  Madison  University,  were  temporarily  secured. 
Public  worship  commenced  in  the  church  April  23,  1S37,  but 
five  weeks  afterwards  Mr.  Evarts  returned  to  his  studies,  and 
the  church  being  unable  to  procure  a  permanent  pastor, 
public  worship  was  discontinued  until  the  latter  part  of  1838, 
when  the  Rev.  James  W.  Eaton,  of  Boston,  became  the  first 
settled  minister  of  the  church,  and  thus  continued  for  two  and 
a  half  years,  laboring  faithfully  and  zealously  until  March  26, 
1840,  when  he  removed  to  Springfield,  Mass.  During  his 
ministry  the  church  prospered  and  increased  its  membership 
from  39  to  106.  On  the  i8th  of  September,  1840,  a  unanimous 
call  was  extended  to  the  Rev.  Daniel  Harwington,  of  Fort 
Ann,  N.  Y.,  and  he  became  pastor  of  the  church  on  the  3d  of 
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the  following  month.  He  resigned  October  i6,  1842,  the 
church  having  then  123  members.  The  next  pastor  was  the 
Rev.  William  Smith,  of  Camden,  N.  J.,  who  was  settled  here 
Nov.  21,  1842,  and  remained  until  July  8,  1845,  during  which 
time  the  church  suffered  severelv  by  many  of  its  members 
embracing  the  teachings  of  Millerism  ;  but  toward  the  close 
of  his  ministry  many  new  converts  were  added  to  the  church, 
through  the  labors  of  the  Rev.  Jacob  Knapp. 

The  church  was  without  a  pastor  from  that  time  until 
January  3,  1846,  when  the  Rev.  William  Reid  was  settled, 
after  having  previously  occupied  the  pulpit  for  two  or  three 
months,  and  he  continued  in  the  pastorate  for  more  than  eight 
years,  closing  his  labors  Ma}^  28,  1854.  At  this  time  the  num- 
ber of  members  was  reported  to  be  225.  During  this  ministry 
the  house  of  worship  was  repaired  and  the  church  debt  liqui- 
dated, but  towards  the  close  of  his  service  a  division  arose 
among  its  members  which  resulted,  afterwards,  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  second  Baptist  church  of  Bridgeport.  After  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  Reid,  June  i,  1854,  the  church  extended  a 
call  to  the  Rev.  J.  R.  Storrs,  of  New  York,  who  accepted  it, 
but  after  supplying  the  pulpit  a  few  Sundays,  resigned.  A 
call  was  then  extended  to  the  Rev.  \V.  C.  Richards,  who 
accepted,  but  resigned  without  entering  upon  his  pastoral 
duties.  The  Rev.  A.  G.  Palmer,  D.D.,  then  became  the 
pastor  of  the  church,  and  the  formation  of  the  second  Baptist 
church,  which  now  took  place,  greatly  enfeebled  the  church 
and  discouraged  the  new  pastor.  He  commenced  his  pastor- 
ate October,  1855,  and  resigned  September  27,  1857.  The 
Rev.  J.  L.  Hodge,  D.D.,  succeeded  him  and  labored  for  the 
church  three  years,  commencing  in  November,  1857.  During 
his  ministry  a  new  house  of  worship,  commodious  and  sub- 
stantial, was  erected,  and  the  church  was  placed  in  a  better 
position  for  prosperity.  Dr.  Hodge  labored  earnestly,  not 
only  in  his  regular  ministrations,  but  to  bring  about  a  union 
of  the  two  churches,  and  to  complete  the  new  edifice.  After 
the  removal  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hodge  the  church  extended  a 
call  to  the  Rev.  A.  McGregor  Hopper,  D.D.,  who  had  just 
closed  his  labors  with  the  Baptist  church  at  Auburn,  N.  Y. 
He  accepted  the  call  and  commenced  his  pastorate  in  March, 
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1861.  Soon  after  the  settlement  of  Dr.  Hopper  the  second 
church  disbanded  and  most  of  its  members  returned  to  the 
first  church.  Through  the  efforts  of  Dr.  Hopper  the  debt 
remaining  on  the  new  edifice  was  paid,  and  he  found  much 
success  in  his  work.  The  membership  was  increased  to  331. 
Dr.  Hopper  resigned  September  i,  1877,  the  Rev.  M.  H. 
Pogson  became  the  settled  pastor  January  30,  1878,  and 
labored  with  much  success  until  Januar}'  2,  18S4,  when  he 
resigned  to  accept  a  pastorate  in  New  York  City.  The  Rev. 
Wm.  V.  Garner  was  settled  as  pastor  in  this  church  June  4, 
1884,  being  the  present  minister.  The  deacons  of  this  church 
are:  W.  E,  Payson,  M.  E.  Morris,  Albert  Wisner  and  Louis 
Skinner.    The  present  membership  is  364. 

The  Waslihujton  Avenue  JJaptist  Chui'cJt  was  or- 
ganized January  30,  1S74,  with  forty-seven  members,  the  Rev. 
C.  VV.  Ray  being  the  first  pastor.  The  price  paid  for  the 
church  edifice  and  lot,  which  fronts  on  Washington  Park,  and 
originally  belonged  to  the  Bethesda  Mission  Sunday  school, 
was  $10,000,  and  about  $3. 500  additional,  were  expended  in 
repairs  and  improvements.  The  Rev.  Charles  Coleman  was 
pastor  some  years,  but  resigned  in  18S5.  The  Rev.  W.  M. 
Ingersoll  is  the  present  pastor,  and  the  deacons  are:  P.  J. 
Black,  C.  W.  Scarrit,  J.  H.  Gunn,  and  C.  W.  Beers. 

St.  Paul's  Chiii'eh  (Episcopal),  was  organized  June  4, 
185S,  at  the  house  of  William  H.  Noble,  on  Stratford  avenue, 
and  the  Rev.  G.  S.  Coit,  D.D.,  of  St.  John's  Church,  was 
chosen  rector.  The  Sunday  school  met,  at  first,  in  the  coal 
office  of  D.  W.  Thompson,  near  the  east  end  ot  the  Centre 
Bridge,  afterwards  in  rooms  over  a  store  upon  the  corner  of 
Crescent  avenue  and  East  Main  street.  The  Rev.  N.  S. 
Richardson,  D.D.,  was  the  first  settled  pastor  of  this  parish, 
his  ministry  beginning  in  January,  1868.  The  corner-stone 
of  St.  Paul's  Church,  a  handsome  stone  building  upon  Kos- 
suth street,  fronting  Washington  Park,  was  laid  by  Bishop 
Williams,  October  6,  1868;  the  edifice  was  dedicated  and 
occupied  for  worship  July  29,  1869,  but  not  consecrated  until 
May  18,  1880.  It  cost  about  thirty  thousand  dollars.  Dr. 
Richardson,  in  addition  to  parochial  duties,  was  editor  of  the 
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"Church  Guardian,"  a  newspaper  published  in  New  York 
City,  the  Rev.  George  S.  Pine  assisting  him  ui  the  care  of  the 
parish.  The  other  pastors  have  been  Rev.  M.  Clark,  Rev. 
James  O.  Drum,  and  the  incumbent,  Rev.  Mildridge  Walker. 

The  Church  of  the  JReileentev  (Universalist),  was  or- 
ganized in  1S50,  and  the  brown  stone  edifice  on  Fairfield 
avenue,  near  Broad  street,  originally  known  as  the  Church 
of  our  Saviour,  but  now  called  the  Church  of  the  Redeemer, 
was  dedicated  near  the  close  of  the  following  year.  The  Rev. 
Olympia  Brown —afterwards  Mrs.  Olympia  Brown  Willis — 
was  pastor  ot  this  church  from  1869  to  1875.  The  Rev.  John 
Lyon,"  the  present  pastor,  was  settled  here  December  3,  1876. 
The  cost  of  the  house  of  worship,  including  the  site,  was 
$34,000.  The  trustees  of  this  church  are:  P.  T.  Barnum, 
James  Staples,  Jerome  Orcutt,  G.  W.  LongstafF,  Benjamin 
Fletcher,  Albert  R.  Lacey. 

Public  Schools. 

The  inhabitants  in  that  part  of  Fairfield  which  afterwards 
became  Pequonnock  had  established  a  school  as  early  as 
1678,  and  petitioned  the  court  to  release  them  from  paying 
school  rates  at  Fairfield  village.  At  that  time  the  inhabitants 
in  the  Stratford  part  of  Pequonnock  sent  their  children  to 
the  Pembroke  school  at  Old  Mill,  and  thus  the  schools  con- 
tinued until  the  Stratfield  society  was  established  in  1691, 
when  it  took  charge  of  all  school  interests  within  its  bounda- 
ries." A  school  house,  probably  the  second,  was  built  in 
1703,  near  the  junction  of  the  present  Park  avenue  and 
Pequonnock  street.  Among  the  first  teachers  of  those  times 
was  William  Rogers,  whose  agreement  with  the  committee, 
Samuel  Hubbell  and  Benjamin  Fayerweather,  made  in  1710, 
is  still  extant.  A  noted  master  after  this,  for  many  years, 
was  John  W^heeler,  whose  salary  in  1736  for  teaching  a  sum- 
mer school  was  £6-^.  The  second  school  was  formed  in  1738, 
and  the  house  built  near  the  present  Toilsome  Hill  school 
house  in  Fairfield.  In  1766  the  Stratfield  society  was  divided 
into  three  districts,  called  the  North,  Middle  and  South. 
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The  schools  continued  to  be  managed  by  the  committees 
chosen  annually  by  the  parish  until  1796,  when  a  school 
society  was  formed  in  accordance  with  a  law  enacted  the 
previous  year,  which  provided  that  the  interest  on  moneys 
received  from  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  "  Western  Reserve 
should  be  paid  school  societies  respectively."  These  lands 
were  sold  for  §1,200,000,  which  formed  the  foundation  of  the 
present  State  school  fund.  This  society  continued  until  1S56, 
when,  with  the  other  school  societies  in  the  State,  it  was 
abolished  and  its  property  and  obligations  transferred  to  the 
town.  In  1801  there  were  five  districts,  called  Bridgeport, 
Old  South,  Island  Brook,  Toilsome  and  North. 

In  1841  authority  was  given  by  the  State  to  the  Stratfield 
society  to* maintain  a  school  exclusively  for  colored  children. 
Such  a  school  was  organized  by  the  Bridgeport  district, 
which  occupied  a  building  on  Gregory'  street  until  1S71, 
when  the  school  was  transferred  to  a  room  in  a  wing  of  the 
Prospect  street  school  house,  which  had  recently  been  built. 
This  was  continued  as  a  separate  ungraded  school  until  the 
fall  of  1876,  when  the  pupils  were  placed  in  their  proper 
grades  in  the  difTerent  rooms  of  the  same  building. 

In  1858  the  Bridgeport  district,  after  an  exciting  discus- 
sion, voted  to  abolish  the  bills  for  tuition,  or  "rate  bills,"  as 
they  were  called.  This  was  ten  years  before  the  law  was 
enacted  by  the  State  making  it  compulsory  upon  all  the 
towns  to  support  free  schools. 

When  Bridgeport  was  incorporated  as  a  town  in  1821 
there  were  two  school  districts  in  the  territory  east  of  the 
Pequonnock  river.  The  northern  one,  called  Pembioke,  was 
established  in  1717,"  the  house  being  erected  some  years  later 
on  Old  Mill  Green,  where  one  still  stands,  and  is  in  use.  The 
other  district  was  called  New  Pasture  Point,  and  built  its 
school  house  in  1796.  In  1S59  it  erected  the  brick  building 
on  Nichols  street,  which  is  still  in  use. 

In  1870  the  Black  Rock  district  was  transferred  from 
Fairfield  to  Bridgeport. 

Some  of  the  above  districts  were  divided  and  new  ones 
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formed  at  different  times,  so  that  in  1S76  there  were  eleven 
school  districts  in  the  town  of  Bridgeport. 

During  the  vear  1S75  Mr.  Henry  T.  Shelton  published 
several  articles  in  the  "Standard"  in  favor  of  consolidating 
the  public  schools.  These  articles  awakened  a  general  inter- 
est in  the  subject,  which  was  discussed  and  so  agitated  that, 
although  there  was  great  opposition  to  the  measure,  yet  the 
town  of  Bridgeport,  at  its  annual  meeting  x\pril  3,  1876,  voted 
to  consolidate  its  eleven  district  schools  under  one  govern- 
ment, by  a  majority  of  172  votes  in  a  total  of  3,998  cast;  and 
on  Tuesday,  April  11,  1876,  the  following  named  persons 
were  elected  a  school  committee:  Andrew  Burke,  James 
Staples,  Frederick  W.  Zingsen,  Henry  T.  Shelton,  James  C. 
Loomis,  Daniel  H.  Sterling,  Augustus  H.  xAbernethy,  Edward 
Sterling,  George  W.  Bacon,  Joseph  D.  Alvord,  David  Gi- 
nand,  Julius  S.  Ham^ver.  These  persons  met  and  organized 
under  the  name  and  title  of  the  "  Board  of  Education."  They 
divided  themselves  into  three  classes,  the  terms  ol  office  of 
the  first  four  to  expire  in  one  3"ear,  the  next  four  in  two  years, 
and  the  next  four  in  four  years.  They  elected  James  C. 
Loomis,  president ;  Daniel  H.  Sterling,  vice-president ;  Hen- 
ry T.  Shelton,  secretary,  and  subsequently,  Henry  AL  Har- 
rington, superintendent.  In  the  practical  working  of  the  new 
system  it  was  iound  at  the  end  of  the  first  year  that  the  money 
expended  was  more  than  $10,000  less  per  year  than  under  the 
old  system. 

On  the  first  day  of  March,  1877,  the  first  death  of  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  occurred,  as  seen  by  the  following  record  : 

"As  co-laborer  with  the  late  Hon.  Daniel  FL  Sterling, 
vice-president  and  chairman  of  the  finance  committee  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  we  desire  to  testify  to  his  earnest  and 
thorough  work  with  us  in  the  advancement  of  public  schools, 
and  herewith  express  our  high  appreciation  of  his  valuable 
counsel  and  advice  from  our  organization  until  the  present 
time."  It  is  also  recorded  that  on  the  iith  day  of  July,  1877, 
the  resignation  of  Joseph  D.  Alvord,  on  account  of  ill  health, 
was  accepted  with  sincere  regrets. 

During  the  first  year  of  consolidation  the  establishment 
of  the  public  high  school  was  another  of  the  important  ad- 
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varices  made.  The  adjustment  of  the  financial  interests  be- 
tween the  districts  and  the  town  was  the  most  difficult  part 
of  the  work.  This  was  done  by  placing  all  the  accounts  in 
the  hands  of  a  committee  consisting  of  R.  B.  Lacey,  M.  B. 
Beardsley,  and  James  King,  as  auditors,  whose  exhaustive 
report  became  the  basis  of  a  full  and  satisfactory  settlement. 

On  March  5,  1S77,  Edward  W.  Marsh  was  elected  in  place 
of  Daniel  H.  Sterling,  deceased,  and  on  September  16,  1877, 
another  memorial  entry  was  made  on  the  records:  "Death 
has  again  visited  our  board  during  the  year  and  removed  the 
first  president,  the  Hon.  James  C.  Loomis,  one  of  the  warm- 
est friends  of  education  in  the  State,  and  member  of  the  State 
Board  of  Education  at  the  time  of  his  death.  His  memory 
we  will  ever  cherish,  remembering  his  worth  to  us,  and  ten- 
dering our  warmest  sympathy  to  the  widow,  who,  more  than 
any  other,  is  bereaved." 

On  August  13,  1S77,  Daniel  N.  Morgan  succeeded  J.  D. 
Alvord,  resigned,  and  on  October  8th  of  the  same  year  David 
M.  Read  succeeded  J.  C.  Loomis,  deceased,  for  the  remaining 
portion  of  the  year.  At  the  annual  election  in  April,  1878, 
the  Rev.  Thomas  J.  Synnott  was  elected  for  three  years,  and 
Hon.  Nathaniel  Wheeler  for  one  3'ear,  to  fill  a  vacancy. 

On  June  21,  1877,  Island  Brook  school  house  was  burned 
and  the  present  brick  structure  was  immediately  erected  on 
the  old  site.  On  November  12,  1877,  Julius  S.  Hanover  was 
elected  president,  and  F.  W.  Zingsen,  vice-president.  Ed- 
ward Sterling  resigned  March  12,  1879,  account  of  business 
engagements,  and  the  board  made  the  following  entry  :  "Ver- 
ily! in  him  we  have  lost  a  co-laborer — a  member  of  the  board 
since  its  organization — whom  at  all  times  we  have  found  true 
to  the  great  and  important  duty  of  educating  the  youth  of  his 
native  city."  George  C.  Waldo  was  elected  in  place  of  Mr. 
Sterling  for  the  balance  of  the  year;  and  during  the  summer 
of  that  year  the  new  heating  apparatus  was  put  into  the 
Prospect  school  building,  and  a  training  school  for  teachers 
was  established.  On  October  27,  1879,  Edward  W.  Marsh 
was  elected  secretary  of  the  board.  At  the  spring  election  of 
1880,  Peter  W.  Wren  and  George  C.  Waldo  were  elected  for 
three  vears,  and  following  them  the  following  persons  have 
28 


History  of  Bridgeport . 


Public  Schools. 


been  elected,  most  of  them  to  serve  three  years:  Rev.  Caspar 
Brunner,  Frederick  Hurd.  Henry  Cowd,  Warren  W.  Porter, 
Marshall  E.  Morris,  Emory  F.  Strong-,  Morris  B.  Beardsley, 
Thomas  F.  Martin,  John  H.  Colgan. 

The  completion  of  the  high  school  building,  on  Congress 
street,  in  October,  1SS2,  and  its  opening  for  school  purposes, 
was  the  marked  educational  event  of  the  year.  Its  novel  plan 
for  heating  and  ventilating  was  a  departure  from  the  com- 
monly accepted  theories,  and  its  practical  utility  has  been 
demonstrated  during  the  four  years  since,  as  the  best  in  the 
State,  if  not  in  the  nation.  The  building  has  been  visited  by 
experts  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  the  plan  of  heating 
and  ventilation  has  been  adopted  bv  school  boards,  not  only  in 
this  State,  but  in  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  and  New  York. 
It  was  built  under  the  supervision  of  a  committee  chosen  on 
the  part  of  the  town  and  one  from  the  Board  of  Education. 
These  committees  were  identical  and  consisted  ot  the  follow- 
ing persons:  Julius  S.  Hanover,  Nathaniel  Wheeler,  Edward 
W.  Marsh,  and  George  C.  Waldo.  At  the  expiration  of 
E.  W.  Marsh's  term  in  1884,  he  declined  a  reflection. 

The  decease  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  J.  Synnot,  pastor  of  the 
St.  Augustine  Catholic  Church,  April  30,  1884,  was  noticed 
by  the  following:  "The  Board  of  Education  recognize  in  the 
death  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  J.  Synnot  a  severe  loss  to  the  cause 
of  education  and  one  which  it  will  be  difficult  to  repair, — a 
man  of  education,  tact  and  ability,  and  although  a  clergyman, 
still  a  man  without  prejudice  or  bigotry,  his  was  a  happy  and 
tolerant  disposition.  Being  pastor  of  one  church  in  this  city 
for  more  than  thirty  years,  he  has  so  borne  himself  through 
this  long  period  as  to  endear  himself  to  the  entire  community. 
As  a  mark  of  respect  and  esteem  the  members  of  the  board 
will  attend  his  funeral." 

During  the  summer  of  1883  the  Washington  school  house, 
on  Pembroke  street,  was  repaired,  new  heating  apparatus 
placed  in  it,  and  in  the  autumn  the  new  school  building  on 
the  Newtown  turnpike  was  first  occupied  for  school  purposes. 

Another  memorandum  is  made  of  the  departed:  "  When 
this  Board  of  Education  was  organized  in  April,  1876,  Au- 
gustus H.  Abernethy,  M.D.,  was  elected  a  member,  and  con- 
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tinued  such  until  his  decease  on  the  evening-  of  November  9, 
1S84.  We  make  this  tribute  to  his  memory  on  our  records: 
Resolved,  That  in  obedience  to  the  will  of  him  who  doeth  all 
thingfs  for  the  best,  we  bow  in  humble  submission,  with  the 
feeling  that  this  community,  and  especially  the  cause  of 
education  in  our  city,  has  sustained  a  g-reat  loss;  that  as  an 
honorable,  upright  and  highly  esteemed  citizen  and  member 
of  this  board,  we  will  ever  cherish  his  memory." 

Two  new  school  buildings  were  occupied  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  fall  term  of  1SS4,  one  on  Myrtle  avenue — 
school  No.  2 — the  other  on  North  avenue — school  No.  9 — 
corner  of  Oak  street,  which  have  commended  themselves  as 
models  of  convenience  and  adaptation  to  school  purposes. 
They  are  warmed  and  ventilated  by  the  same  plan  as  the 
high  school  building,  except  that  the  air  is  warmed  by  fur- 
naces instead  of  steam  coils.  The  internal  arrangement  of 
these  buildings  is  reg^arded  as  very  advantageous  and  com- 
mendable.   See  cuts  on  the  two  following  pages. 

In  January,  1885,  the  Hon.  P.  T.  Barnum  donated  $1,000, 
the  income  to  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of  two  gold 
medals,  to  be  presented  each  year  to  the  two  students  in  the 
high  school  who  shall  write  and  publicly  pronounce  the  two 
best  English  orations."^ 


Sometimes  it  is  said  that  the  higher  grades  of  schools  are  maintained  for  the 
benefit  of  the  wealthy  classes  rather  than  for  the  common  people.  In  order  to 
ascertain  how  far  this  view  is  correct,  as  applied  to  this  high  school,  a  careful 
examination  has  been  made,  which  shows  the  following  occupations  represented 
among  the  parents  of  the  pupils  : 


Mechanics  —   44 

Merchants    ig 

Manufacturers    13 

Clerks  and  salesmen   ir 

Laborers    g 

Supts.  or  foremen  of  factory   7 

Contractors     4 

Retired  from  business   4 

Clergymen   4 

Builders    3 

Teachers     3 

Laborers   3 

Printers      2 


Farmers    2 

Policemen.  

Government  officer   

Town  oflicer   

City  oflicer   

Bank  officer  

Doctor    

Keeper  of  boarding  house  

Photographer   

Undertaker   

Coachman..  

Truckman   


In  addition  to  the  above  there  were  the  children  of  twenty-seven  widows  in 
attendance,  making  in  all  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  families  represented  in  the 
school.    In  other  words,  this  high  school  fairly  represents  all  classes  in  the  city. 


History  of  Bridgeport. 


^ — 

1 

BASEMENT  ri.AN'  OF  NOS.  2  AND  (J. 


Public  Schools. 


PLAN  OF  FIRST  AND  SECOND  STORIES  OF   NOS.  2  AND  g. 


History  of  Bridgeport. 


The  rooms  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation are  now  in  the  United  Bank  Building,  corner  of  Main 
and  Bank  streets,  they  being  very  pleasant  and  commodious. 

The  population  of  the  town  of  Bridgeport — including  the 
city — as  estimated  by  school  enumeration,  was  in  1S76-7, 
24,745,  and  in  January,  1SS6,  39,006.  In  1876  there  were  78 
teachers,  and  in  1S86,  120. 

The  cost  per  scholar  of  maintaining  the  Bridgeport 
schools,  compared  with  others  in  the  State  as  reported  by 
the  State  Board  of  Education  for  the  year  18S4,  is  as  follows: 
Hartford,  $34.19;  Norwich,  $23.45;  New  Britain,  $23.35; 
New  Haven,  $22.81  ;  Stamford,  $21.41  ;  Norwalk,  $20.05  ! 
Meriden,  $19.65  ;  Waterbury,  $19.52  ;  New  London,  $19.33  ; 
Danbur}^  $19.17  ;  Middletown,  $19.03  ;  Bridgeport,  $15.43. 

The  officers  of  the  Board  of  Education  for  1885-6  are: 
Julius  S.  Hanover,  President;  Nathaniel  Wheeler,  Vice-Presi- 
dent; Morris  B.  Beardsley,  Secretary.  The  members  of  the 
board  are:  Peter  W.  Wren,  Henry  Cowd,  Frederick  Hurd, 
Marshall  E.  Morris,  Morris  B.  Beardsley,  Emory  F.  Strong, 
William  B.  Hincks,  Thomas  F.  Martin,  Julius  S.  Hanover, 
Nathaniel  Wheeler,  David  Ginand,  John  H.  Colgan.  H.  M. 
Harrington,  Superintendent  of  Schools. 

Hie  Uridyepovt  PnhJic  lihfavtf  and  Heading 
Hoom  has  acquired  a  high  position  in  the  estimation  and 
care  of  the  citizens  of  Bridgeport,  as  the  beginning  of  what 
they  hope  to  make  a  large  and  influential  institution  of  culture 
in  the  city.  About  sixty  years  ago  a  boy  wrote  some  brief 
articles  which  were  printed  in  a  newspaper  of  Bridgeport, 
and  in  them  called  for  a  public  meeting  of  citizens  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  a  public  library.  The  meeting  was 
held  by  a  few  persons,  the  boy  being  among  them,  but  he  did 
not  at  that  time  let  it  be  known  that  he  wrote  the  articles 
and  called  the  meeting.  The  result  of  the  meeting  was  that 
a  library  was  established  about,  perhaps,  a  year  or  two  before 
1830.  This  library  was  continued  until  about  1855,  when  it 
purchased  the  library  of  the  Calliopean  Literary  Society  of 
Yale  College,  which  had  disbanded,  numbering  about  1,000 
volumes,  and  the  Bridgeport  Library  Association  was  estab- 
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lished  December  7,  1857.  For  many  years  it  was  supported 
as  a  subscription  library,  charging  a  fee  for  membership  and 
its  privileges. 


BURROUGHS  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  BUILDING. 


In  1881  Mr.  Clarence  Sterling,  calling  upon  Mr.  John  D. 
Candee,  then  editor  of  the  Bridgeport  "Standard,"  requested 
that  the  "  Standard"  would  favor  the  establishing  of  a  free 
29 
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public  library,  in  accordance  with  a  recent  law  of  the  State, 
granting  such  libraries  to  towns  and  cities,  to  be  supported  by 
a  tax  on  the  grand  list.'^  Mr.  Candee  cheerfully  took  up  the 
matter  and  Mr.  Sterling  started  a  petition  to  the  Common 
Council  of  the  city.  Then  upon  consultation  with  Hon.  D. 
B.  Lockwood,  president  of  the  old  library  association,  and 
others  interested  in  it,  that  library  was  offered  to  the  new 
project  upon  condition  that  the  debts  of  the  old  society, 
amounting  to  about  $800,  should  be  assumed  by  the  new 
society,  which  was  accepted.  Upon  the  matter  coming 
before  the  Common  Council  the  motion  which  gave  to 
Bridgeport  a  free  public  library  was  carried  with  but  one 
dissenting  vote,  and  the  Ma3'or,  Hon.  John  L.  Wessels, 
appointed  the  following  board  of  officers:  W.  D.  Bishop, 
President;  John  D.  Candee,  Vice-President;  Charles  Sher- 
wood, Secretary  ;  William  B.  Hincks,  Treasurer ;  and  Fred- 
erick Hurd,  W.  J.  Hills,  S.  S.  Blake,  and  Bernard  Wiiighofer, 
who  held  their  first  meeting  July  2,  1881. 

B}'  the  lamented  death  of  Mr.  Winghofer,  the  removal 
from  the  city  of  Mr.  Blake,  and  the  resignation  of  the  Hon. 
W.  D.  Bishop,  three  changes  have  since  taken  place  in  the 
board.  The  successors  of  these  gentlemen  are  A.  B.  Beers, 
Patrick  Coughlin,  and  W.  D.  Bishop,  Jr. 

The  rooms  of  the  old  library  association,  at  440  Main 
street,  were  altered  and  enlarged,  and  on  the  loth  of  January, 
1882,  the  Bridgeport  Public  Library  and  Reading  Room 
opened  its  doors.  The  first  ticket  of  membership  was  issued 
to  P.  T.  Barnum — occupation,  showman — guarantor,  James 
Staples.  By  the  first  of  June  the  new  library  had  3,193 
members,  and  had  circulated  36,547  volumes.  The  difficulties 
arising  from  the  small  number  of  books  were  tided  over  by 
the  gift  of  a  hundred  dollars  from  Mrs.  James  C.  Loomis,  and 
the  purchase  by  the  Hon.  P.  T.  Barnum  of  a  thousand  dollars 
worth  of  the  best  recent  works  in  science  and  general  litera- 
ture. The  original  library  hours  were  from  2  to  10  P.  M. 
daily;  but  it  soon  became  necessary  to  open  the  institution 
from  9  A.  M.  to  10  P.  M.    In  November,  1882,  at  the  request  of 
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many  intelligent  workingmen,  the  directors  resolved  to  try 
the  experiment  of  Sunday  opening,  hitherto  only  attempted 
in  the  New  England  States  by  the  public  libraries  of  Boston 
and  Worcester.  The  change  was  so  greatly  appreciated  that 
in  1884  they  determined  to  conduct  the  library  on  the  "  never- 
closing''  system,  and  the  reading  room  is  now  open  every  day 
in  the  year. 

In  January,  1883,  Mrs.  Catharine  A.  Pettengill  bequeathed 
to  the  public  library  the  valuable  property  known  as  the 
Burroughs  Building,  in  order  that  it  might  be  converted  into 
a  permanent  home  for  the  institution.  The  money  accruing 
from  the  rental  of  the  building  has  been  left  to  accumulate 
towards  paying  for  its  alteration,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
library  will  occupy  its  new  quarters  by  the  winter  of  1887. 

In  1884  the  Hon.  VV.  D.  Bishop  resigned  the  office  of 
president,  and  was  succeeded  by  John  D.  Candee,  Esq.,  who 
had  rendered  the  library  much  valuable  service  as  vice-presi- 
dent and  member  of  the  book  committee.  The  career  of  the 
library  has  been  one  of  unbroken  success.  During  the  year 
ending  July  i,  1S85,  91  030  books  were  circulated  for  home 
use,  and  15,160  were  consulted  in  the  reading  room.  The 
present  membership  is  above  7,000.  The  number  of  volumes 
contained  in  the  library  is  16,400."" 

Officers  of  the  public  library  for  the  year  1885:  Presi- 
dent, John  D.  Candee;  Vice-President,  Frederick  Hurd ; 
Secretary,  Charles  Sherwood  ;  Treasurer,  William  D.  Bishop, 
Jr.  The  present  members  of  the  board  of  directors  are: 
William  D.  Bishop,  Jr.,  Frederick  Hurd,  William  J.  Hills, 
William  B.  Hincks,  Charles  Sherwood,  Alfred  B.  Beers, 
David  B.  Lockwood,  John  D.  Candee,  Patrick  C'aughlin. 
Librarian,  Mrs.  Agnes  Hills;  Assistant  Librarian,  William  J. 
Hills;  Attendants,  Theodore  F.  Crane,  Jr.,  Robert  Bruce 
Nelson. 

Henry  Jones,  son  of  Daniel  and  Rhoda  (Mather) 
Jones,  was  born  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  October  15,  iSoi,  gradu- 
ated at  Yale  College  in  the  class  of  1820,  and  graduated  at 
Andover  Theological  Seminary  in  1824.    He  married  Eliza 
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S.  Webster,  daughter  of  Noah  Webster,  LL.D.,  September  5, 
1825,  and  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  second  society  in  Berlin 
— now  the  first  Congregational  society  of  New  Britain — 
October  12,  1S25.  He  was  dismissed  at  his  o\/n  request 
December  ig,  1827,  and  in  the  following  year  opened  a  select 
school  for  young  ladies  at  Greenfield,  Mass.,  which  he  con- 
ducted with  success  nearly  ten  years. 

In  1S38  he  removed  to  Bridgeport  and  erected  a  cottage 
he  ever  afterward  occupied  on  the  western  slope  of  Golden 
Hill.  Here  he  opened  a  classical  school  for  young  men  and 
boys,  and  continued  it  with  much  success  as  to  reputation 
and  income,  over  thirty  years,  when  he  gradually  closed  his 
school  and  ceased  active  labor. 

When  he  came  to  Bridgeport  he  connected  himself  with 
the  First  Congregational  Church,  of  which  he  remained  a 
valued  and  useful  member  until  his  decease,  November  9, 
1878.  The  golden  wedding  of  himself  and  wife  was  observed 
in  September,  1S75,  and  was  a  memorable  occasion.  His 
children  were:  Frances  Julia,  who  married  Rev.  Thomas  H. 
Beecher;  Emily  Ellsworth,  married  Daniel  J.  Day,  died  July 
23,  1869,  leaving  one  son,  Robert  Webster  Day,  the  only 
grandchild;  Eliza  Webster,  died  in  infancy;  Henry  Web- 
ster, M.D.,  of  Chicago. 

Golden  IIIII  Semhidry  for  young  ladies  and  children 
is  located  on  Golden  Hill  street,  an  elevated  localit}',  in  the 
city  of  Bridgeport;  Miss  Emily  Nelson  being  the  proprietor 
and  principal.  Miss  Nelson  came  from  New  York  City, 
purchased  the  old  homestead  of  Alfred  Bishop,  and  estab- 
lished her  school  here  in  1880.  The  school  has  a  first  class 
standing  and  reputation  in  every  respect,  and  the  principal  is 
highly  esteemed  by  the  citizens  of  Bridgeport. 
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THE  CITY   OF  BRIDGEPORT. 


1^  VERDRAWN  pictures  being  unseemly  in 
fii^  history,  and  there  being  no  room  in  this  book 
for  mere  word  paintings,  the  substantial  facts 
are  given  as  the  most  airreeable  and  lastinar 
to  a  prosperous  cit}-. 

Bridgeport,  as  a  city,  was  incorporated 
by  act  of  the  General  Assembly  in  May, 
1836,  under  the  name  of  ''T/ie  Mayor,  Alder- 
men, Collision  Council,  and  Freemen  of  the  Citv 
of  Bridgeport.''  By  several  changes  made, 
the  incorporate  title  now  is  "  The  City  of 
Bridgeport,"  and  the  title  of  its  authorita- 
tive body  is  "The  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  Bridgeport." 

The  city  is  located  on  Long  Island 
Sound,  fifty-two  miles  from  New  York  City, 
and  is  a  seaport  town,  with  a  good  harbor.  It  is  built  upon  a 
sandy  and  gravelly  soil,  and  therefore,  as  well  as  from  all  its 
surroundings,  is  a  healthy  locality.  It  is  spread  over  a  large 
territory,  for  the  number  of  its  inhabitants,  and  has  many 
square  miles  of  available  territory  adjoining  it  on  three 
sides — east,  north,  and  west,  for  its  indefinite  expansion.  It 
has  three  good  sized  parks  within  its  limits — two  of  which 
are  remarkably  picturesque;  its  streets  are  of  good  width, 
many  of  them  made  more  so  in  appearance  by  the  dwellings 
standing  unusually  distant  from  the  streets;  and  the  charac- 
ter and  style  of  the  public  buildings  are  more  than  commonly 
elegant,  and  significant  of  enterprise  and  taste.  A  marked 
feature  of  its'  private  buildings  is  that  of  double  residences 
with  ample  space  and  yards  about  them,  which  in  the  summer 
time,  being  ornamented  profusely  with  Howers  and  shrubbery, 
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give  it  the  appearance  of  a  cit}'  of  delightful  homes.  Another 
feature  of  this  city  is  the  large  number  of  buildings  of  exten- 
sive manufactures;  but  these  structures  are  all  new  and  of 
elegant  proportions  and  styles,  so  that  they  ornament  rather 
than  detract  from  the  picturesqueness  and  beauty  of  the  city. 
In  addition,  the  shore  of  the  Sound,  bordering  it  on  the 
south,  without  swamp  or  marsh,  and  especially  as  a  part  of 
this  southern  territory  of  the  city  consists  of  the  already  far- 
famed  Seaside  Park;  the  whole  city  is  one  of  attractiveness, 
health,  and  facility  for  general  industr}-,  enterprise  and  homes. 

The  I*ox)n1((tio}i  of  Bridgeport  has  increased  rapidly 
since  it  became  a  city.  The  late  Isaac  Sherman,  writing 
about  i860,  estimated  the  number  of  people  residing  at  ditTer- 
ent  dates  in  the  territory  embraced  within  the_  city  limits 
of  Bridgeport,  to  be:  in  1790,  no  persons;  in  iSoo,  250;  in 
1810,  550;  and  in  1820,  840. 

The  first  time  the  census  of  Bridgeport  was  taken  sepa- 
rately was  in  iSio,  it  having  been  included  in  Stratford 
before  that  time.  Jeremiah  W.  Beardsley  was  the  enumer- 
ator that  year,  and  his  return  is  still  preserved.  According 
to  this  there  were  94  heads  of  families  in  the  borough,  and 
the  total  population,  including  a  negro  slave  in  the  family  of 
Lieut.  Salmon  Hubbell,  was  572.  In  1840,  Henry  Edwards 
was  the  enumerator,  and  returned  the  number  4,570.  In  1850 
the  late  William  R.  Bunnell  took  the  census,  and  reported 
7,558  inhabitants.  The  number  of  colored  persons  was  286, 
and  of  foreigners  1,493,  including  1,102  born  in  Ireland;  188 
born  in  England  ;  138  in  Germany  ;  and  65  in  other  countries. 
In  i860,  George  W.  Lewis  was  enumerator,  and  the  popula- 
tion was  13,299,  having  almost  doubled  during  the  decade. 
In  1870  the  census  was  taken  under  the  supervision  of  the 
late  Philo  F.  Barnum,  and  showed  19,876  inhabitants,  and 
during  the  year  1880  it  was  taken  by  supervisor  VV.  E.  Dis- 
brow,  and  the  population  of  Bridgeport  was  29,153,  the 
number  living  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  being  19,770, 
and  on  the  east  side  9,383;  and  as  estimated  by  the  public 
school  enumeration  it  was,  in  January,  1886,  39,000. 

If  inquiry  is  made  as  to  what  has  caused  this  city  to  be 
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what  it  is,  and  that,  too,  in  the  short  space  of  fifty  years — as 
it  is  just  fifty  since  it  was  incorporated — the  answer  is  given, 
somewhat  minutely,  under  the  two  general  subjects,  Rail- 
roads and  Manufacturing  enterprises,  for  it  will  be  recognized 
at  once  that  however  great  the  present  facilities  for  freight 
transportation  by  water — and  they  are  very  advantageous — 
yet  without  the  railroads  the  half  of  the  water  transportation 
would  never  have  been  wanted,  and  without  the  industries 
the  railroads,  steamboats,  and  inhabitants  would  have  a  starv- 
ation time,  so  far  as  this  city  is  concerned. 

The  Ilousatonic  liailroad.  —  The  enterprise  which 
resulted  in  the  building  of  this  road  began  in  1835,  it  being 
among  the  earliest  roads  of  the  kind  in  America.  Seven 
years  previous  the  first  locomotive  had  been  imported  into 
the  countr}",  and  only  one  year  before  the  Boston  and  Albany, 
the  pioneer  road  of  New  England,  had  been  opened  for  travel. 

The  interest  in  railroad  projects  had  become  very  marked. 
The  Connecticut  legislature  had  given  charters  in  1832  for 
the  Boston,  Norwich  and  New  London,  New  York  and  Ston- 
ington,  and  Sharon  and  Salisbury  railroads;  in  1833  the  Man- 
chester and  Hartford,  and  New  Haven  roads;  in  1835  the 
Hartford  and  Springfield,  Fairfield  County,  and  the  Worces- 
ter and  Hartford. 

The  Housatonic  road  grew  out  of  an  enterprise,  started 
in  the  Housatonic  valley  in  1822,  to  build  a  canal  from  Sau- 
gatuck  to  New  Miliord,  for  which  a  charter  was  secured, 
commissioners  appointed,  estimates  of  expenses  and  a  survey 
made. 

On  the  23d  day  of  December,  1S35,  a  public  meeting  was 
held  at  Kent,  composed  of  "delegates  representing  tlie  towns 
on  and  near  the  contemplated  route  for  a  railroad  from  Dan- 
bury,  through  and  along  the  valley  of  the  Housatonic,  to 
Stockbridge,  in  Massachusetts."  Under  the  direction  of 
officers  appointed  by  that  meeting  a  survey  was  made  by 
E.  H.  Broadhead,  in  the  winter  ot  1835  and  6,  from  Danbury 
to  Great  Barrington,  and  in  the  May  session  of  the  legislature 
of  1836,  a  charter  was  granted.  By  this  charter  there  was  to 
be  selected  one  of  three  lines  from  Brookfield  to  tide-water. 
The  decision  to  be  made  on  this  question  was  important  to 
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Bridgeport,  and  the  inhabitants  appreciated  it  and  put  forth 
efforts  proportionate. 

In  the  year  1S36  Alfred  Bishop,  of  New  Jersey,  settled  in 
Bridgeport,  probably  led  to  this  locality  at  the  time  for  the 
purpose  of  engaging  in  building  railroads,  and  immediately 
on  being  established  devoted  all  his  energy  to  the  location 
and  construction  of  the  Housatonic  Railroad. 

In  order  to  have  this  road  terminate  at  Bridgeport,  it 
was  important  that  a  considerable  amount  of  the  stock  should 
be  taken  here,  and  after  individuals  had  done  their  utmost 
enough  was_  not  secured.  It  is  possible  that  this  idea  first 
suggested  the  organization  of  the  borough  of  Bridgeport  into 
a  city.  Hence,  in  May,  1836,  a  charter  was  secured  for  a  city, 
and  afterwards  the  corporation  loaned  its  credit  to  the  rail- 
road company  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
and  in  183S  the  city  issued  coupon  bonds,  in  favor  of  the  rail- 
road, to  the  amount  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  more. 

This  debt  of  $150,000  created  much  excitement  when  the 
interest  had  considerably  accumulated,  there  being  no  pro- 
vision for  payment.  It  was  found  that  the  city  held  no 
property,  of  account,  and  the  question  whether  private 
property  was  liable  in  such  a  case  had  not  been  decided  in 
the  courts  of  this  State  at  that  time,  and  therefore  a  test  case 
was  allowed  to  be  brought  before  the  courts  for  tiie  purpose 
of  deciding  this  question,  and  also  to  make  further  proceed- 
ings in  raising  the  nioney  legal.  The  court's  decision  con- 
firmed the  claim  against  private  property,  and  at  once  a 
sinking  fund  was  established  and  the  whole  amount  finally 
paid  ;  and  the  full  benefit  has  been  already  more  than  realized, 
for  if  railroad  enterprise  had  not  made  the  city  a  central  point 
for  business  about  the  time  it  did,  the  half  of  the  money  now 
in  it  would  never  have  come  to  the  city  of  Bridgeport.  It 
was  in  consequence  of  this  matter  going  to  court  for  a  decis- 
ion, that  the  report  of  repudiation  went  abroad,  which  was 
without  foundation,  since  it  was  of  the  utmost  necessity  to 
secure  such  a  decision  in  order  that  in  the  further  proceed- 
ings the  officers  of  the  city  might  be  assured  of  the  legality  of 
their  acts.' 


'  See  this  matter  as  explained  in  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  1877,  p.  314. 
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In  the  starting-  of  the  road  for  a  time  ex-Governor  Gideon 
Tomlinson  acted  as  president  of  the  company,  but  at  the  first 
regular  election,  April  5,  1837,  the  following  officers  were 
chosen:  William  P.  Burrall,  President;  William  H.  Noble, 
Secretary;  Jesse  Sterling,  Treasurer;  and  William  P.  Bur- 
rall, Edwin  Porter,  Samuel  Simons,  Stephen  Lounsbury, 
Charles  DeForest,  of  Bridgeport,  x\nan  Mine,  Asa  Pickett,  of 
New  Milford,  Alpheus  Fuller,  of  Kent,  and  Peter  Bierce,  of 
Cornwall,  were  Directors. 

The  work  of  building  and  equipping  this  road  was  very 
great;  embarrassments  came  on,  and  in  1844  it  passed  into 
the  hands  of  a  committee  of  twenty  citizens,  and  for  some 
time  was  operated  under  the  name  of  E.  Gregory  and  Com- 
pany ;  but  after  a  time  preferred  stock  was  issued  and  a  new 
organization  of  the  company  was  effected.  Its  capital  stock 
is  $2,000,000 ;  namely,  §820,000  of  old  stock  and  $i,iSo,ooo 
preferred.  The  road  now,  under  the  management  for  a 
number  of  years  of  Hon.  William  H.  Barnum,  as  president, 
is  a  successful,  prosperous  road.  The  present  officers  of  this 
road  are:  President,  Hon.  William  H.  Barnum;  Secretary 
and  Treasurer,  Charles  K.  Averill ;  Directors,  William  H. 
Barnum,  William  D.  Bishop,  Horace  Nichols,  A.  B.  Mygatt, 
Edward  Leavitt,  John  B.  Peck,  Charles  K.  Averill,  William 
E.  Downs,  D.  W.  Plumb. 

Alfred  Hishop,  born  December  21,  1798,  was  the  son  of 
William  and  Susannah  Bishop,  and  descendant  from  the  Rev. 
John  Bishop,  the  second  minister  of  Stamford,  Conn.  For  a 
time,  when  quite  young,  he  taught  school  in  his  native  town. 
He  afterwards  settled  in  New  Jersey  as  a  farmer,  and  while 
thus  employed  made  personal  experiments  with  his  pick  ax, 
shovel,  and  wheelbarrow,  by  which  he  accurately  estimated 
the  cost  of  removing  various  masses  of  earth  to  different 
distances.  In  this  way  he  prepared  himself  for  the  great 
work  of  his  life,  as  a  canal  and  railroad  contractor.  Among- 
the  public  works  on  which  he  was  engaged,  and  which  con- 
stitute a  lasting  monument  to  his  name,  are  the  Morris  canal, 
in  New  Jersey;  the  great  bridge  over  the  Raritan,  at  New 
Brunswick;  the  Housatonic,  Berkshire,  Washington  and 
30 
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Saratos:a,  Nausratuck,  and  New  York  and  New  Haven  rail- 
roads.  But  in  the  midst  of  his  extensive  operations,  and 
while  forming  plans  for  still  greater  works,  he  was  taken 
suddenly  ill  and  died  June  ii,  1S49.  the  funeral,  which 

was  on  June  13th,  his  pastor,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hewit,  preached 
the  sermon,  and  the  Common  Council  of  the  city,  which  had 
previously  passed  resolutions  of  respect  concerning  his  life 
and  labors,  attended  in  a  body. 

The  Housatonic  Railroad  was  projected  and  chartered 
before  Mr.  Bishop  came  to  Bridgeport,  but  to  him  belongs 
much  credit  for  taking  the  first  steps  to  carr\-  it  into  practical 
effect,  and  as  in  part  the  author  of  the  complete  system  of 
railway  communication  now  enjoyed  by  the  city  of  Bridgeport. 

Mr.  Bishop  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Ethan  Ferris,  of 
Greenwich,  Conn.,  and  had  three  sons,  two  of  whom  became 
prominent  as  railroad  men. 

The  Xaiifjatuch  HaiJt'oad  was  projected  by  Alfred 
Bishop,  of  Bridgeport,  who,  after  consultation  with  various 
parties  whom  he  supposed  might  be  interested  in  the  enter- 
prise, brought  the  subject  before  the  legislature  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  a  charter  was  granted  in  the  year  1S45,  which  was 
amended  in  1847  and  in  1S48.  The  following  persons  were 
named  as  grantees:  Timothy  Dwight,  of  New  Haven,  Green 
Kendrick,  ot  Waterbury,  Thomas  Burlock,  of  Derby,  William 
P.  Burrall,  of  Bridgeport,  Philo  Hurd,  of  Bridgeport,  Alfred 
B.  Brittain,  of  Bridgeport,  and  George  L.  Schuyler,  of  New 
York. 

It  was  proposed  at  first  to  make  the  road  only  from 
Bridgeport  to  Waterbury,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $800,000, 
but  afterwards  it  was  extended  to  Winsted,  and  the  capital 
increased  to  $1,200,000.  This  amount  of  stock  was  afterwards 
increased  to  $1,500,000,  to  furnish  the  road  with  engines,  cars, 
coaches,  and  equipments.  An  organization  of  the  company 
was  effected  in  February,  1848,  and  a  contract  made  with 
Alfred  Bishop  to  build  the  road  complete,  and  receive  in  pay 
$800,000  cash  and  $400,000  in  bonds.  The  first  officers  of  the 
road  were:  Timothy  Dwight,  President;  Ira  Sherman,  Sec- 
retary; and  Horace  Nichols,  Treasurer;  the  last  of  these 
still  holds  the  same  office. 
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The  profile  and  survey  of  the  road  having-  been  made  by 
engineer  R.  B.  Mason,  was  presented  to  the  directors  March 
14,  1848,  and  was  adopted,  and  in  the  following-  April  the 
work  was  commenced.  The  contract  stipulated  that  the  road 
should  be  built  in  the  most  thorough  and  durable  manner, 
with  a  heavy  H-rail,  similar  to  that  used  in  relaying  the 
Housatonic  road,  which  that  company  had  just  completed. 

In  constructing  the  road  no  particular  change  of  the 
route  was  made,  except  at  the  south  end,  where,  instead  of 
crossing  the  Housatonic  river  at  Derby  and  coming  direct  to 
Bridgeport,  it  was  continued  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  as 
at  present,  to  the  New  York  and  New  Haven  railroad,  and 
on  that  the  Naugatuck  trains  run  to  Bridgeport.  On  the  iith 
of  June  the  road  was  opened  to  Waterbury,  on  the  23d  of  July 
to  Plymouth,  and  on  the  24th  of  September  to  Winsted.  Mr. 
Bishop,  the  contractor,  having  died  in  June  the  completion 
was  thereby  delayed  a  few  days. 

The  chief  office  of  this  road  is  located  in  Bridgeport, 
corner  of  Main  street  and  South  avenue,  and  their  principal 
shops  and  freight  depot  not  far  from  it. 

Its  present  officers  are:  William  D.  Bishop,  of  Bridge- 
port, President;  Horace  Nichols,  of  Bridgeport,  Secretary 
and  Treasurer;  George  W.  Beach,  of  Waterbury,  Superin- 
tendent; Samuel  Wilmot,  of  Bridgeport.  Auditor.  The 
directors  are:  William  D.  Bishop,  of  Bridgeport,  J.  G. 
Wetmore,  of  Winsted,  A.  L.  Dennis,  of  Newark,  N.  J., 
W.  D.  Bishop,  Jr.,  of  Bridgeport,  Joel  B.  Sperry,  of  New 
Haven,  J.  B.  Robertson,  of  New  Haven,  R.  M.  Bassett,  of 
Derby,  F.  J.  Kingsbury,  of  Waterbury,  David  W.  Plumb,  of 
Shelton,  all  of  Connecticut  except  one. 

The  Naugatuck  enjoys  the  reputation  ot  being  one  of  the 
best  managed  roads  in  the  country.  It  has  neither  floating 
nor  bonded  debt,  pays  all  bills  monthly,  and  its  stock  is  in 
demand  at  a  high  premium. 

The  tables  of  revenue  of  this  road  for  the  last  nineteen 
years  give  matter  of  interest,  as  well  as  satisfaction  to  stock- 
holders. In  1S66  the  revenue  amounted  to  $494,026.47;  but 
the  next  year  it  was  a  little  less,  then  it  rose  gradually  until 
in  1871  it  was  $624,761.86;  then  decreasing  a  little  year  by 
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year,  it  reached  in  1877-8,  $477,834.04;  but  again  it  took  the 
rising  scale,  and  climbing  more  rapidly  than  before,  it  cul- 
minated in  1881-2,  at  $714,898.01  ;  then  once  more  declining 
a  little  it  stands  in  1S84-5,  $651,242.26.  The  balance  sheet 
of  the  road  for  the  year  ending  September  30.  1S85,  shows 
dividends  to  have  been  made  during  the  fiscal  year  to  the 
amount  of  $200,000. 

Since  an  enterprise  of  this  kind  is  largely  dependent 
upon  the  few  men  who  manage  and  take  care  of  it,  a  few 
sketches  of  those  who  supervised  and  served  it  longest  upon 
the  road,  will  be  appropriate  here. 

Alfred  JBisJiop,  the  projector  and  builder,  departed 
this  life  just  before  the  completion  of  the  road,  yet  he  did  a 
great  work  for  the  Naugatuck  valley,  the  city  of  Bridgeport, 
and  the  State  of  Connecticut.  A  further  record  of  him  may 
be  seen  on  page  697  of  this  book. 

Hev.  Ethan  Ferris  Bisliop,  son  of  ^Alfred  Bishop, 
was  president  of  the  road  a  number  of  years.  He  was  educated 
at  Yale  and  took  his  master's  degree  at  Trinity  College, 
Hartford,  was  ordained  priest  in  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church,  served  some  years  as  rector  of  the  Church  of  the 
Nativity,  of  Bridgeport,  and  after  much  suffering  with  ill 
health  a  number  of  years,  departed  to  his  final  rest  on  the  7t.h 
of  December,  1883.    See  page  657. 

Hon.  William  I).  Bishop,  son  of  Alfred  Bishop,  was 
graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1849,  and  represented  his  dis- 
trict in  Congress  in  1859-61.  He  was  president  of  the  New 
York  and  New  Haven  Railroad  some  years,  and  continues  to 
be  one  of  its  active  and  influential  directors.  He  is  now,  and 
has  been  since  the  decease  of  his  brother,  president  of  the 
Naugatuck  Railroad,  and  one  of  the  most  active  and  influen- 
tial railroad  men  of  the  State.  He  was  a  representative  from 
Bridgeport  in  1871,  and  State  senator  in  1877  and  1878. 

George  Wells  Beac/t,  son  of  Sharon  Y.  Beach,  of  Hum- 
phreysville,  now  Seymour,  received  in  his  native  village  an 
education  fitting  him  for  the  duties  of  an  active  business  life. 
In  1850,  soon  after  the  completion  of  the  railroad,  he  entered 
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the  service  of  the  company  at  Humphreysville,  as  a  clerk, 
with  the  understanding  that  he  should  fill  any  position  that 
might  be  assigned  him  on  the  road.  In  1S51  he  was  assigned 
the  position  of  second  clerk  in  the  office  at  Waterbury, 
where,  in  the  performance  of  various  duties,  he  soon  became 
acquainted  with  the  management  and  work  of  the  entire  road. 
In  1855  he  was  appointed  agent  at  the  Naugatuck  station,  and 
in  1857  he  was  made  conductor  of  the  morning  and  evening 
passenger  train,  and  while  serving  in  this  capacity  he  took 
charge  of  the  general  ticket  agency,  thus  becoming  still  more 
familiar  with  the  whole  business  of  the  road.  In  1861  he  was 
made  agent  at  Waterbury,  where  he  remained  seven  years. 

In  1868  the  office  of  superintendent  of  the  Naugatuck 
Railroad  became  vacant  by  the  death  of  Charles  Waterbury, 
and  Mr.  Beach  w:.s  appointed  to  that  position  and  therein  he 
still  remains,  much  to  the  credit  of  himself  and  the  road,  with 
the  general  respect  and  esteem  of  the  railroad  officials  and  the 
general  public.  His  headquarters  are  at  the  office  of  the  road 
at  Bridgeport,  but  his  residence  is  in  Waterbury.  Thirty-five 
years  he  has  had  an  active,  and  most  of  the  lime,  a  prominent 
part  in  the  management  of  the  road. 

Alfred  JBeers,  son  of  Jonathan  Beers,  of  Canaan,  Conn., 
became  conductor  of  the  Naugatuck  Railroad  in  March,  1S51, 
and  served  in  that  capacity  thirty-two  years,  when  his  ner- 
vous system  having  become  prostrated,  he  retired  from  active 
service,  the  road  continuing  his  regular  salary.  He  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Bridgeport  and  Senior  Warden  of  St.  Paul's  Church. 
His  son,  Leander  J.  Beers,  is  conductor  on  the  New  York  and 
New  England  Railroad,  and  has  been  some  years;  his  son, 
C.  W.  Beers,  is  in  the  U.  S.  mail  service  in  Bridgeport,  and 
another  son,  Alfred  B.  Beers,  is  Judge  of  the  Bridgeport 
City  Court. 

Amos  Beers,  of  Canaan,  Conn.,  brother  to  Alfred, 
above,  became  conductor  on  this  road  in  1855,  and  continues 
the  same  at  the  present  time,  having  thus  served  the  road  in 
this  capacity  over  thirty  years.    He  resides  in  Bridgeport. 

Other  conductors  have  served  on  this  road  as  follows: 
Frederick  Gregory,  twelve  years;  A.  A.  Tolles,  six  years; 
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Edward  Segears,  as  extra  conductor,  twenty-five  years;  S. 
E.  Granger,  twenty  years;  L.  McDermitt,  twenty-three 
years;  Frank  Scott,  five  years;  F.  E.  Dickerman,  on  the 
Waterbury  and  Watertown  Railroad,  two  years ;  and  T. 
Daily,  three  years. 

The  following  engineers  have  served  on  this  road  :  Henry 
Abell,  thirty  years;  E.  L.  Downs,  seventeen;  Edward  Crow- 
ley, fifteen  ;  Bruce  Lane,  fifteen  ;  Frank  Hubbell,  thirteen  ; 
Thomas  Trueman,  four;  Wilbur  Sherman,  six;  B.  Baker, 
eight;  Wilson  Burns,  six;  Fred  Baker,  four;  George  Hull, 
eleven  ;  Charles  Tomlin,  four. 

^eiv  Toi'Ji  and  Xew  Haven  liailt'oad. — In  the  year 
1844  an  act  of  incorporation  was  obtained  from  the  legislature 
of  Connecticut  by  Joseph  Sheffield,  of  New  Haven,  xVnson  G. 
Phelps,  of  New  York,  and  others,  giving  them  permissi(Dn  to 
build  a  railroad,  not  exceeding  six  rods  in  width,  from  New 
Haven  to  the  western  boundary  of  the  State,  and  to  transport 
persons  and  property  upon  it  by  the  power  of  steam,  or  any 
other  mechanical  force,  by  animals,  or  "  by  any  combination 
of  these  which  said  company  may  choose."  On  May  11, 
1846,  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York  granted  the 
same  persons  permission  to  extend  their  proposed  railroad 
from  the  Connecticut  line  to  connect  with  the  Harlem  road 
at  Williams'  Bridge,  N.  Y. 

The  first  stockholders',  meeting  was  held  at  New  York 
City,  May  ig,  1846,  when  the  following  board  of  directors 
was  elected:  Robert  Schuyler,  Anson  G.  Phelps,  Elihu 
Townsend,  Morris  Ketchum,  of  the  city  of  New  York; 
Henry  J.  Sanford,  of  Stamford;  Will-am  P.  Burrall,  Stephen 
Tomlinson,  of  Bridgeport;  Joseph  E.  Sheffield,  of  New  Ha- 
ven ;  F.  R.  Griffin,  of  Guilford.  At  a  subsequent  meeting  of 
the  directors  Robert  Schuyler  was  chosen  president,  and 
William  P.  Burrall,  secretary. 

Preliminary  surveys  having  been  made  by  Alexander  C. 
Twining,  a  contract  was  made  with  Messrs.  Alfred  Bishop 
and  Sidney  G.  Miller  to  build  the  road  from  the  depot  of  the 
Hartford  and  New  Haven  Railroad,  in  the  city  of  New 
Haven,  to  Williams  Bridge;  the  work  to  be  commenced  by 
the  first  day  of  December,  1846,  and  to  be  completed  by 
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August  I,  1848.  The  contract  price  was  two  and  a  quarter 
millions  of  dollars,  payable  as  follows:  "cash,  in  installments, 
as  work  is  completed,  $1,350,000;  and  $900,000  in  stock." 
The  contractors  were  each  to  receive,  also,  a  free  pass  for  the 
term  of  their  natural  lives. 

The  civil  engineer,  Roswell  B.  Mason  from  New  Jersey, 
made  the  final  surveys  of  the  Housatonic  Railroad,  and  of  the 
Berkshire  to  the  Boston  and  Albany  Railroad,  and  was 
Superintendent  of  the  Housatonic  from  1840  to  1845. 
then  served  as  engineer  in  the  construction  of  the  New  Haven 
and  New  York,  and  the  Naugatuck  roads.  In  1S50  he  went 
to  Chicago  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  connected  with  the 
land  department  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad.  He  was 
Mayor  of  Chicago  at  the  time  of  the  great  fire  in  that  city. 

Trains  commenced  running  from  Bridgeport  to  Fairfield 
September  2,  1848,  but  though  finished  from  New  Haven  to 
VVestport  in  October,  1848,  it  was  not  until  January  i,  1849, 
that  the  road  was  fully  open  for  travel  over  its  entire  length. 
This  was  on  only  a  single  track.  In  May,  185  i,  an  additional 
track  was  laid,  and  the  capital  stock  was  increased  to  three 
million  dollars. 

Two  severe  disasters  have  occurred  in  its  history:  the 
first  was  the  terrible  accident  and  loss  of  life  at  Norwalk 
bridge,  May  9,  1853,  and  the  second  the  fraudulent  overissue 
of  stock  by  its  first  president,  Robert  Schuyler,  which  came 
to  light  in  July,  1854;  but  with  these  exceptions,  it  has  had  a 
career  of  almost  uninterrupted  prosperity.  Much  of  this  suc- 
cess is  due  to  the  ability  of  the  Hon.  William  D.  Bishop,  of 
Bridgeport,  who  was  its  president  from  May  17,  1867,  to  March 
I,  1879,  when  ill  health  compelled  him  to  resign.  He  is  still  a 
memberof  the  board  of  directors.  Hon.  Nathaniel  Wheeler  has 
also  been  a  director  from  May  19,  1870,  to  the  present  time. 
Mr.  John  T.  Moody  and  Mr.  William  H.  Stevenson,  of  this 
city,  are  connected  with  the  road — the  former  as  superintend- 
ent a  number  of  years,  and  the  latter  is  now  the  superintendent 
of  the  New  York  and  New  Haven  division,  having  been,  pre- 
viously, superintendent  of  the  Shore  Line  division. 

In  the  summer  of  1872  the  New  York  and  New  Haven 
road  was  consolidated  with  the  Hartford  and  New  Haven 
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road,  and  in  June  of  the  following  year  the  work  of  equipping- 
it  throughout  was  completed.  The  consolidated  road  now 
leases  the  Boston  and  New  York  Air  Line  and  the  Shore 
Line.  The  capital  stock  of  the  consolidated  road  is  $15,500,- 
000,  and  its  debt  a  little  over  $400,000. 

The  Parallel  Jlaih-oad. — EfTorts  to  obtain  a  charter 
to  build  a  railroad  from  New  York  to  New  Haven  had  been 
defeated  in  the  legislature  b}'  the  New  York  and  New  Haven 
Railroad,  while  the  latter  was  seeking  to  consolidate  with  the 
New  Haven,  Hartford  and  Springfield  road.  Not  being  able 
to  obtain  the  legislation  necessary  without  the  aid  of  the 
friends  of  the  Parallel,  a  compromise,  the  general  railroad 
law,  was  passed  in  1871. 

Under  that  law  the  New  York  and  Eastern  Railroad 
company  was  organized  in  February,  1S74.  In  their  efforts 
before  the  legislature  the  same  year  to  obtain  permission  to 
bridge  the  Housatonic  river,  they  were  defeated,  and  the  fact 
was  demonstrated  that  it  was  impossible,  if  there  was  any 
opposition,  to  build  a  railroad  under  that  law.  The  present 
New  York  and  Connecticut  Air  Line  Railway  company  was 
organized  in  October,  1S81.  During  the  interval  of  the  legis- 
lature the  friends  of  the  enterprise  were  not  idle,  but  steadily 
laying  the  foundation,  through  public  sentiment  and  other- 
wise, for  certain  amendments  to  the  law  that  would  remove 
the  difficulty,  which  was  accomplished  in  1882.  Immediately 
following  this  action  of  the  legislature  this  company  located 
its  road  and  presented  the  plan  to  the  railroad  commissioners, 
which  was  accepted  by  them  in  November,  1883.  On  the 
24th  of  January,  1884,  the  work  of  construction  was  com- 
menced within  the  limits  of  the  city  of  Bridgeport,  by  Mr. 
Henry  R.  Parrott,  who  threw  out  the  first  shovelful  of  gravel 
in  the  cut  at  Lindley  street.  Mr.  Parrott  is  president  of  the 
board  of  directors,  has  devoted  more  time  to  the  enterprise 
than  any  other  member,  and  to  him  is  due,  in  a  large  degree, 
the  present  favorable  position  of  the  company. 

The  following  persons  constitute  the  board  of  directors: 

S.  E.  Olmstead,  deceased,  E.  R.  Lockwood  and  George 
R.  Cowles,  of  Norwalk;  A.  L.  Winton,  H.  R.  Parrott,  of 
Bridgeport;  W.  T.  Minor,  of  Stamford;  Ira  G.  Briggs,  of 
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Voluntown  ;  Sheldon  Collins,  C.  V.  Sidell,  \Vm.  T.  Black,  H. 
C.  Hepburn,  and  C.  D.  Ingersoll,  of  New  York;  \V.  W. 
Douglas,  of  Providence. 


Manufacturing  Enterprises  in  Bridgeport. 

The  industries  of  this  city  are  many,  and  some  of  them 
are  of  large  proportions  as  to  money  expended  and  income 
received.  A  general,  historical  outline  of  these  various  en- 
terprises is  here  given  as  accurately  as  it  was  possible  to 
obtain  information  in  the  short  time  at  command,  for  no 
consideration  whatever  than  that  of  a  historical  record,  and 
this  record  is  set  forth  as  showing  the  cause  of  the  rapid 
growth  of  the  city.  A  large  proportion  of  the  mercantile 
business  of  the  place,  aside  from  manufacturing,  came  here, 
not  so  much  to  build  a  city,  as  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
people  already  here. 

Hat  jSLanufactnrintj  was  among  the  earliest  enter- 
prises of  Bridgeport.  Thomas  Gouge  came  here  in  1792  and 
commenced  business  in  a  shop  on  the  corner  of  Middle  and 
Beaver  streets.  Reuben  Tweedy  came  from  Danbury  in 
1793  and  followed  the  same  business,  and  was  soon  joined 
by  his  brother,  Smith  Tweedy.  Their  shops  were  on  Middle 
street,  north  of  Beaver. 

In  the  earlier  stages  of  the  business  most  of  the  hats  were 
made  of  fur  bodies,  for  the  New  York  market,  but  subse- 
quently machinery  was  introduced  for  manufacturing  wool 
bodies,  which  were  napped  with  fur,  and  called  napped  hats. 

Mr.  Gouge  employed  five  or  six  men  and  several  appren- 
tices. R.  and  S.  Tweedy  did  a  larger  business,  employing 
twelve  to  fifteen  men  and  five  or  six  apprentices.  They 
opened  a  house  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  and  another  at  Charleston, 
S.  C,  but  the  latter  was  soon  relinquished. 

Samuel  Hawley,  Jr.,  who  learned  his  trade  of  his  uncle, 
Nathan  Seeley,  of  Bethel,  conducted  the  business  a  short 
time  on  Main  street,  near  Gold.    He  died  young,  in  1826. 

George  VVade,  a  former  apprentice,  bought  out  Smith 
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Tweedy  in  1826,  and  after  two  years  Mr.  Wade  sold  to  Curtis 
Beardsley,  and  for  several  years  manufactured  by  himself, 
until  1830,  when  he  purchased  the  interest  of  Reuben 
Tweedy,  and  the  firm  became  Beardsley  and  Wade.  They 
introduced  here  the  manufacture  of  silk  hats,  Gilson  Landon 
being  an  expert  in  that  work.  In  1837  Mr.  Wade  sold  to 
Landon  and  the  firm  of  Beardsley  and  Landon  continued 
until  1841,  when  the  business  was  given  up. 

JPeii'ter  Wave  manufacturing  was  among  the  earliest 
enterprises  in  Bridgeport,  and  was  conducted  on  the  site  of 
the  old  mill  at  Old  Mill  Green.  B.  and  W.  Stillman  and 
Company,  consisting  of  Benjamin  and  Wyllys  Stillman  and 
Capt.  Nathan  Sherman,  bought  the  old  mill  site'  in  1S14 — it 
being  then,  as  it  had  been  many  years,  without  buildings- 
built  a  mill  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  pewter  ware, 
such  as  cups,  spoons,  plates,  and  buttons.  Alter  a  short  time 
Mr.  Sherman  withdrew  from  the  company  and  there  was 
added  the  making  of  syringes  and  other  articles  of  pewter. 
Afterwards  wool  carding  was  established,  and  later,  cloth 
dressing,  by  the  Stillman  brothers.  These  were  the  persons 
who  advertised  for  wool  cardifig  in  18 18,  as  seen  on  page  278, 
except  on  that  page  the  name  is  erroneously  written  Silliman 
instead  of  Stillman.  The  cutting  of  dye  woods  for  market — 
at  first  by  an  imported  e.xpert — was  also  added.  A  then 
well  known  druggist,  William  B.  Dyer,  was  the  agent  for 
their  sale.  His  flaming  advertisements  of  this  specialty  may 
be  found  in  the  local  journals  of  that  period. 

Shirt  Mamifactnt'e  was  cot.imenced  here  in  1836. 
David  and  Isaac  N.  Judson,  it  is  supposed,  were  the  first 
parties  in  the  county  to  make  a  special  business  of  manufac- 
turing shirts  for  trade.  They  had  in  their  clothing  store  in 
New  York  a  department  devoted  to  shirts.  At  first  a  few 
dozen  shirts  were  cut  and  sent  to  their  sister.  Miss  Caroline 
Judson,  of  Old  Mill  Green,  who  gave  them  out  to  women  in 
the  vicinity,  who  made  them,  iaundried,  and  returned  them, 
ready  for  the  salesroom.     The  business  so  increased  that 
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Wyllys  Stillman  became  the  superintendent  in  the  place  of 
Miss  Judson,  and  the  work  was  conducted  in  the  mill  building 
at  the  head  of  Pembroke  Lake,  which  was  used  many  years  as 
a  storehouse  and  laundry. 

The  Rev.  Cyrus  Silliman,  then  residing  at  Green's  Farms, 
aided  in  placing  the  work  in  proper  hands,  at  first,  in  his 
vicinity,  and  afterwards  conducted  a  separate  business,  in 
which  he  traveled  through  a  considerable  extent  of  country. 

Mr.  VV.  M.  Stillman,  who  entered  the  establishment  of 
Messrs.  Judson  in  New  York  as  a  boy,  early  became  the 
superintendent  of  the  shirt  department,  prepared  the  first 
patterns,  cut,  sent  out,  and  received  the  work,  and  still  con- 
tinues in  the  business,  he  must  be  considered  a  veteran. 

Mr.  Thaddeus  Barnes  came  here  from  New  Haven  in 
1849  commenced  the  manufacture  of  shirts  for  Messrs. 
C.  B.  Hatch  and  Company,  New  York,  at  number  360  Main 
street.  In  1S53-4  Mr.  Barnes  built  the  original  building  of 
what  is  now  the  Burlock  shirt  factory,  on  Golden  Hill, 
attracted  thither  by  the  springs  of  excellent  soft  water  for 
laundry  purposes.  He  early  introduced  the  use  of  the 
Wheeler  and  Wilson  sewing  machines,  and  was  one  of  the 
first  to  apply  steam  power  for  running  them.  Messrs.  C.  B. 
Hatch  and  Company  took  the  establishment  in  185S,  and 
enlarged  and  run  it  until  1S61.  The  present  proprietors  have 
still  further  enlarged  the  buildings  and  perfected  the  facilities. 

LeatJier  has  had  a  place  in  the  industries  of  this  locality 
from  the  first,  but  only  recently  has  it  assumed  any  consider- 
able proportions.  About  1845  ^-  J-  P^'itterson  commenced 
the  njanufacture  of  patent  leather  in  the  usual  varieties,  but 
specially  to  meet  the  demands  for  carriage  tops,  boots,  and 
trimmings.  In  1849  ^"^^  ''^''^^  joined  by  Stephen  Tomlinson 
and  formed  the  Bridgeport  Patent  Leather  Company,  which 
was  again  enlarged  in  1866,  embracing  all  the  modern  im- 
provements. The  works  are  run  by  a  steam  engine  of  twenty- 
five  horse  power,  and  in  ordinary  times  they  handle  and  finish 
from  twenty  to  twenty-five  thousand  hides  per  annum.  The 
present  officers  are:  President,  S.  J.  Patterson;  Treasurer, 
S.  J.  Patterson  ;  Secretary,  John  E.  Pond.  The  capital  stock 
is  $100,000. 
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Furniture  for  home  use,  .consisting  at  first  of  plain 
bedsteads,  chairs,  tables,  and  sometimes  a  chest  of  drawers, 
constituting  the  "setting  out"  of  almost  every  young  lady, 
was  made  in  the  vicinity  of  Bridgeport  from  the  earliest 
settlement  of  the  place,  the  same  as  in  other  parts  of  the 
country.  High-post  bedsteads,  and  high-back,  ornamented 
chairs  were  indulged  in  by  the  more  well-to-do  families — a 
few  enjoyed  elegant  chairs  and  court  cupboards,  brought 
from  England. 

This  furniture  was  produced,  at  first,  by  the  village 
cabinet  and  chair  maker,  to  which  was  added,  as  occasion 
demanded,  the  invariably  one  shaped  coffin,  made  of  cherry, 
or  of  white  wood,  stained  red,  with  a  rude  plate  bearing  the 
initials  and  date,  or  the  same  put  on  the  lid  in  brass  headed 
nails. 

A  writing  desk  is  still  preserved,  which  was  made  for 
Lieut.  David  Sherman.  An  apple  tree  was  cut,  taken  to  the 
saw-mill,  made  into  boards,  and  the  cabinet  maker  trans- 
formed it  into  a  desk  of  great  beauty  and  strength,  for  the 
period,  and  it  appears  to  be  good  for  another  hundred  years. 

So  far  as  remembered,  William  H.  Peabody  was  the  first 
cabinet  maker  in  Bridgeport.  Lemuel  Hubbell  was  the  sole 
cabinet  maker  here  for  some  years,  and  he  had  a  wind-mill 
for  producing  power  to  drive  a  turning  lathe,  located  on 
Beaver  street.  Mr.  F.  VV.  Parrott  learned  this  trade  of  Mr. 
Hubbell,  and  made  the  first  sofa  in  Bridgeport. 

About  sixty  years  ago,  a  shop  of  considerable  size  was 
built  on  the  west  side  of  Main  street,  a  little  south  of  State, 
and  occupied  as  a  chair  manufactory,  by  a  New  York  party 
by  the  name  of  Finch,  but  it  was  continued  only  a  few  years. 
About  the  same  period,  William  B.  Thomas  was  in  the  same 
business  on  Bank  street,  near  the  North  Church  Chapel,  and 
the  veteran  Fenelon  Hubbell  was  his  apprentice.  Mr.  Hub- 
bell, afterwards,  joined  Mr.  F.  W.  Parrott, and  they  establishea 
a  shop  and  salesroom  on  Main  street,  where  Cannon  street  now 
enters  it.  During  this  time  Carlos  Curtis  had  purchased  the 
establishment  of  Mr.  Thomas — who  removed  to  Savannah, 
Ga. — and  enlarged  the  business  on  Bank  street.  After  a  time 
Mr.  Parrott  started  anew  near  his  residence  on  North  Wash- 
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ington  avenue,  and  Mr.  Hubbell  soon  united  with  Mr.  Carlos 
Curtis,  and  both  establishments  led  in  the  manutaclure  of 
newer  styles  of  goods.  Mr.  Parrott  changed  his  business, 
some  years  after,  to  the  making  of  varnish,  and  Hubbell  and 
Curtis  are  still  a  leading  firm  in  the  cabinet  making  business. 

Messrs.  Frederick  Lockwood  and  Nathan  Buckingham 
commenced  business  together  in  183S,  which  has  grown  and 
continues  to  be  a  large  and  important  business  among  the 
enterprises  of  Bridgeport. 

Xathan  BucJxingham  was  born  in  Milford,  Ct.,  Dec. 
29,  1813,  and  learned  the  trade  of  a  joiner  and  builder  in  New 
Haven.  He  came  to  Bridgeport  in  1834  to  follow  his  trade, 
with  Jerah  Stowe,  also  of  Milford  ;  and  their  business  was 
located  on  Water  street  until  1840  or  '41.  At  this  time,  Mr. 
Frederick  Lockwood  and  Nichols  Northrop  were  man- 
ufacturing chairs  and  light  furniture  in  Mr.  Roswell  Lewis' 
large  store  on  the  wharf,  nearly  opposite  Union  street.  In 
1842,  Mr.  Buckingham  took  the  place  of  Mr.  Northrop,  and 
the  business  was  continued  under  the  old  name.  In  1843, 
they  established  a  wareroom  on  State  street,  where  they  were 
burned  out  in  1845.  The  ne.xt  year  F.  Lockwood  and  Co.  put 
up  the  brick  building  on  Water  street,  the  upper  stories  of 
which  have  been  used  for  the  furniture  business  ever  since, 
by  that  company  and  its  successors.  In  1853,  Mr.  Lockwood 
sold  his  interest  to  Mr.  Burr  Curtis,  when  the  firm  name  was 
changed  to  Buckingham  and  Curtis.  They  continued  thus 
until  1857,  when  the  former  took  the  whole  business,  conduct- 
ing it  until  1S72,  when  he  took  Mr.  David  Stowe  and  Mr.  Chas. 
B.  Buckingham  as  partners.  They  gave  prominence  to 
undertaking,  and,  associating  with  them  Mr.  W.  F.  Bishop, 
opened  a  store  on  Wall  street,  devoted  to  this  specialty,  the 
first  of  the  kind  in  Bridgeport.  A  branch  house  was  also 
established  in  South  Norwalk,  which,  in  1878,  was  taken  by 
Mr.  Stowe,  and  the  other  partners  kept  the  Bridgeport  house, 
which  has  been  continued  with  great  success  until  the  present 
time,  under  the  name  of  N.  Buckingham  and  Company.  Mr. 
Nathan  Buckingham  died  June  16,  1885.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Common  Council  in  i860  and  '61,  and  was  an  active 
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member  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  At  his  decease  he  was  pres- 
ident of  the  Bridgeport  Coach  Lace  Company,  also  a  trustee 
of  the  City  Savings  Bank,  and  a  member  of  the  Universalist 
Society.  In  1S40,  he  married  Mary  X.,  daughter  of  Abel 
Booth,  of  Stratford,  who  survives  him  with  the  following 
children:  Charles  B.  Buckingham,  Mrs.  M.  M.  Downer,  and 
Mrs.  J.  O.  Green,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Mr.  Charles  B.  Buck- 
ingham and  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  M.  M.  Downer,  continue 
the  business  at  the  store  on  Water  street. 

A  Furniture  Manufacturing  Company  was  formed  as  a 
joint  stock  concern  in  1S52,  which  was  run  with  varying  suc- 
cesses for  several  j'ears,  when  it  came  under  the  control  ol 
the  present  enterprising  proprietor,  Mr.  Jacob  Kiefer,  who 
has  made  it  one  of  the  leading  enterprises  of  the  city. 

The  work  of  the  undertaker,  now  frequently  a  separate 
business  from  all  others,  grew  out  of  the  trade  of  cabinet 
making,  and  has  become  a  very  essential  part  in  the  fulfillment 
of  the  first  stipulation  made  in  nearly  all  the  wills  for  two 
hundred  years, —"  a  decent  burial."  Mr.  Frederick  VV.  Par- 
rott  built  the  first  hearse  that  was  used  in  Bridgeport,  upon 
the  suggestion  of  his  wife,  Mrs.  Lucelia  A.  Parrott.  He  built 
the  body  with  his  own  hands,  purchased  the  running  part  of 
a  neighboring  wagon  maker,  and  Mrs.  Parrott  made  the  cloth 
trimmings. 

Messrs,  George  E.  Iforthnayle  and  Son,  furniture 
makers  and  merchants.  They  were  engaged  some  years  with 
the  Hubbell  and  Curtis  Co.,  until  January  i,  1886,  when  thev 
purchased  the  stand  of  Kiefer  and  Company,  at  425  Main 
street.  They  manufacture  a  general  assortment  and  do  a 
retail  business,  doing  their  own  upholstering,  occupying  the 
four  upper  stories  of  the  building.  They  are  practical  work- 
men themselves,  and  propose  to  keep  up  with  all  the  demands 
and  enterprises  of  their  line  of  business. 

Carriage  Mah  ing  became  prominent  early  in  the  busi- 
ness enterprises  of  Bridgeport.  Previous  to  1833,  it  was 
confined  to  the  modest  establishment  of  Messrs.  Carier  and 
Porter  on  Middle  street,  and  Mott  and  Burr,  on  Clinton,  near 
the  corner  of  North  avenue.    The  late  Stephen  Tomlinson, 
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who  had  been  identified  with  the  Middle  street  establishment, 
and  David  Augustus  Wood,  both  excellent  mechanics,  were 
joined  by  the  late  Jeremiah  Judson,  who  contributed  both 
capital  and  enterprise  to  the  firm  of  Tomlinson,  Wood  and  Co. 
They  erected  a  factory  on  Broad,  at  what  was  the  head  of 
Cannon  street,  and  entered  upon  what  proved  to  be  a  very 
successful  business.  The  house  maintained  a  preeminence  in 
New  York  City  for  many  years. 

About  1834,  the  first  steam  power  was  introduced  in  con- 
nection with  the  carriage  business.  David  and  Ebenezer 
Wheeler  set  up  a  James  engine,  a  sugar-loaf  boiler,  in  two 
parts,  the  top  conical  in  shape,  set  in  a  knuckle  joint,  kept  in 
place  by  its  own  weight.  The  power  was  used  for  sawing, 
drilling,  turning  axles  and  grinding  springs,  the  engine  being 
located  in  the  blacksmith  shop  on  the  south  side  of  Cannon 
street.  This  engine  also  furnished  steam  for  a  bathing  estab- 
lishment on  the  north  side  of  Cannon  street. 

About  the  same  time,  Mott  and  Burr  removed  to  the 
locality  on  State  street,  since  occupied  by  Messrs.  Mott  and 
Company,  enlarged  their  business,  where,  with  some  changes 
of  proprietors,  they  maintained  a  prominent  position  to  a 
very  recent  period. 

Several  firms  of  longer  or  shorter  continuance  have  some- 
time since  discontinued  or  removed,  such  as:  Haight ;  Hurd, 
Fairchild  and  Co.,  North  Main  street;  Burr  and  Flaigfht : 
George  Keeler,  on  Harrison  street ;  the  Union  Carriage  Co., 
in  the  pioneer  factory  in  East  Bridgeport;  and  after  them  in 
the  same  building,  Brewster  and  Co.,  who  became  very  cele- 
brated in  the  sale  of  fine  carriages  in  B'-oome  street.  New 
York;  also  Haight  and  Hubbell,  in  East  Bridgeport.  Also 
the  Messrs.  Nichols,  veteran  manufacturers  of  light  wagons  at 
Nichols  Farms,  in  Trumbull,  have  a  few  years  since  located  in 
John  street. 

Nichols,  Peck  and  Co.'s  carriage  manufactory  was 
established  at  Nos.  97  and  99  John  street.  George  K.  Nichols 
and  his  brother  David  S.  Nichols  were  successors  to  James 
K.  Nichols,  in  manufacturing  carriages  at  Nichols  Farms. 
They  made  coaches  and  light  carriages,  chiefly  for  the  South- 
ern States  and  Texas,  making  also  a  specialty  in  Mexican 
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coaches.  At  the  commencement  of  the  late  rebellion  the  firm 
met  with  heavy  losses  in  the  Southern  trade  at  their  house 
in  New  York  where  in  Broadway  they  had  kept  a  depos- 
itory for  a  few  years  under  the  charge  of  George  K.  Nichols, 
the  senior  member  of  the  firm.  vSoon  after  this  the  firm  of 
Nichols,  Peck  and  Co.  was  organized.  In  1862,  George  K. 
Nichols  went  to  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  remaining  through  the 
war  and  sometime  after  in  charge  of  a  depository  which  the 
firm  had  in  that  city.  About  that  time  they  received  large 
orders  from  Australia,  and  did  a  lucrative  trade  with  that 
market,  some  years. 

In  1873,  the  buildings  on  the  old  Nichols  estate  at  Nichols 
Farms  were  abandoned,  the  manufacturing  having  been  all 
removed  to  the  present  commodious  place  of  business  in 
Bridgeport  ;  their  principal  building  in  John  street  being 
sixty  feet  square,  four  stories  in  height,  where  now  between 
twenty  and  thirt}'  men  are  employed.  Mr.  James  K.  Nichols 
died  in  1S83,  since  which  time  the  business  has  been  princi- 
pally owned  and  managed  by  Mr.  George  K.  Nichols,  assisted 
by  Mr.  Charles  W.  Blakeman.  The  firm  of  Nichols,  Peck  and 
Co.  has  established  a  well-earned  reputation  and  enjoy  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  their  fellow  citizens. 

Saddlery  was  a  very  important  element  in  the  earlier 
growth  and  prosperity  of  Bridgeport;  indeed,  for  almost  half 
a  century  its  relative  importance  as  compared  with  the  size 
of  the  place,  at  the  time,  was  fully  equal  to  that  of  the  sewing 
machine  interest,  for  the  last  twenty  years.  Substantial  for- 
tunes were  realized  by  proprietors,  and  among  the  employed, 
the  liberal  earnings  and  arrangeme.it  for  savings,  numerous 
independent  happy  homes  were  secured. 

WiUiam  Peet,  one  of  the  early  settlers  in  Bridgeport, 
was  a  tanner  and  saddle  maker.  His  dwelling  was  on  State 
street,  on  the  site  of  the  present  post  office,  and  his  tannery 
was  on  Broad  street,  west  side,  between  John  and  Cannon 
streets.  He  probably  established  this  tannery  before  the 
year  1800,  for  Sheldon  Smith  of  Derby,  born  March,  1791, 
was  placed  as  an  apprentice  with  Mr.  Peet  in  1805,  to  learn 
saddle  and  harness  making,  and  soon  after  his  majority  Mr. 
Peet  took  him  as  a  partner  under  the  firm  name  of  Peet  and 
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Smith.  The  manufacturing  was  conducted  in  the  second 
story  of  the  new  block  near  Mr.  Feet's  residence,  and  sup- 
plied little  more  than  the  local  demand. 

William  Wright,  a  native  of  Clarksville,  N.  Y.,  was 
a  practical  saddler,  having  learned  his  trade  of  his  uncle, 
Anson  G.  Phelps,  of  Hartford.  He  had  been  employed  at 
Middletown,  Conn.,  and  about  1814  had  visited  Charles- 
ton, S.  C,  by  a  vessel  sent  out  from  Middletown  to  that 
port  with  an  assorted  cargo  of  which  saddlery  formed  a  part. 
On  his  return,  he  came  from  New  York  to  Bridgeport,  and 
meeting  Sheldon  Smith  opened  the  subject  of  establishing  a 
distinctive  saddlery  business  at  Charleston,  although  the 
Smiths  of  Hartford  were  already  there.  Neither  had  the 
needed  capital,  but  they  applied  to  Mr.  Peet  who  consented 
to  assist  them.  A  small  stock  of  goods  was  made  and  in  the 
fall  sent  to  Charleston.  On  landing  his  goods  Mr.  Wright 
opened  a  store  on  Meeting  street  and  placed  over  the  door 
the  name  of  Peet,  Smith  and  Company.  Many  of  his  cus- 
tomers called  him  Peet  Smith,  and  thought  that  was  his 
name.'  Mr.  Wright  sold  his  stock  at  good  prices  long  before 
the  season  was  over,  but  in  the  unsettled  state  of  the  country 
he  could  make  no  remittances,  and  Mr.  Peet  declined  sending 
more  goods,  without  receiving  returns  for  those  already  sent. 

In  the  spring  Mr.  Wright  came  to  Bridgeport  and  made 
report,  which  gave  entire  satisfaction  to  his  partners,  and 
after  that  they  never  hesitated  to  send  him  all  the  goods  he 
needed.  On  September  2,  1819,  he  married  Minerva,  one  of 
the  four  daughters  of  Mr.  Peet.  The  business  of  the  firm 
prospered,  and  soon  the  profits  satisfied  Mr.  Peet's  moderate 
ambition  and  he  retired  from  the  firm  in  the  year  1816.  The 
firm  then  of  Smith  and  Wright  established  themselves  in  a 
store  on  the  wharf  at  the  end  of  the  Bridgeport  Bridge,  and 
they  gradually  enlarged  their  operations. 

Hanford  Lyon,  a  native  of  Weston,  Conn.,  had  been  ap- 
prenticed to  Elijah  Sanlord,  of  Danbury,  and  by  the  receipts 
of  money  for  overwork  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  purchased 
the  last  year  ot  his  time,  and,  having  some  money  left,  came 

^  One  of  his  customers,  seeing  Mr.  Wright  write  the  name  Peet,  Smith  &  Co.. 
on  the  bill,  blurted  out  "  What  do  you  spell  your  name  that  way  for?  Why  don'i 
you.write  it  out  Pe-ier  Smith." 
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to  Bridgeport  and  commenced  the  saddlery  business,  in  the 
second  story  of  the  new  block,  corner  of  State  and  Main  sts. 
He  was  joined  by  Lemuel  Coleman  and  perhaps  others,  and 
Mr.  Coleman  soon  followed  Mr.  Wright  to  Charleston,  S.  C. 
More  capital  was  needed,  and  the  Fairchild  Brothers,  of 
Trumbull,  who  were  successful  manufacturers  of  saddle 
trees,  joined  Mr.  Lvon.  The  Fairchilds  owned  two  stores 
on  the  east  side  of  Water  street  near  the  foot  of  Wall,  and 
into  one  of  these  the  firm  of  Fairchild,  L3-on  and  Co.  re- 
moved,'' and  under  this  firm  name  in  Charleston  made  a  vig- 
orous fight  against  Smith  and  Wright  for  the  business  of  that 
market.' 

In  this  opposition  neither  firm  made  money  and,  there- 
fore, on  March  20,  1S21,  a  compromise  was  effected  by  which 
Smith  and  Wright  were  to  remove  their  manufactory  to 
Newark,  N.  J.,  taking  Savannah  and  Augusta,  Ga.,  Mobile 
and  New  Orleans  as  their  market,  while  Fairchild,  Lyon  and 
Co.  were  to  remain  at  Bridgeport,  and  hold  Charleston  as 
their  market,  which  was  ample  for  all  the  goods  they  could 
produce. 

Some  attention  was  given  to  local  trade,  as  seen  from  the 
following  fac-simile  cut  and  copied  advertisement,  taken  from 
the  "  Republican  Farmer"  of  September  25,  1822  : 


■*  In  the  summer  of  iSi8  Barak  T.  Nichols,  a  native  of  Greenfield,  engaged  as 
an  apprentice  to  Fairchild,  L3'on  and  Co.,  doing  chores  in  the  old  store  now 
standing  just  below  the  soutli  line  of  Wall  street.  Mr.  Nichols,  while  in  his 
prime,  just  before  the  late  war,  filled  a  large  place  in  the  saddlery  business  in 
Augusta,  Ga.,  and  at  Newark,  N.  J.    He  is  still  living  in  North  Bridgeport. 

*  la  1820  Mr.  Southmayd,  of  Middletown,  failed,  and  quite  a  number  of  jour- 
neymen and  apprentices  came  from  that  manuf.iclory  to  Bridgeport,  among  whom 
were  Chauncey  Ward,  James  F.  Banks,  and  vVilUam  Wright,  Jr. 


^^Fairchihl,  JLtjon  and  Co., 

Have  for  sale,  cheap  for  cash  or 
short  approved  credit,  a  general 
assortment  of  Saddles,  Bridles, 
Harnesses,  Trunks,  Valieces,  Port- 
manteaus, Whips,  Spurs,  Holsters, 
Caps,  Saddlery  Ware,  .Sec.  T.'iey 
also  manufacture  Cotton  Web  ;  and 
will  furnish  saddles  with  that  arti- 
cle very  low. 
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"Cash  paid  for  common  Bark  and  Hemlock  Tanned  Sheep- 
skins, and  Cattle's  Hair,  at  the  store,  west  end  the  Bridge.  Bridge- 
port, May  21,  1822." 

About  182S  the  Fairchilds  retired  from  the  saddlery  busi- 
ness and  the  firm  was  changed  to  Lyon,  Wright  and  Co.,  at 
Bridgeport,  and  Coleman,  Wright  and  Co.,  at  Charleston  ; 
Mr.  Wright  retaining  only  a  fractional  interest,  which  was 
represented  b}'  INIr.  H.  K.  Harral,  who  subsequently  acquired 
Mr.  Wright's  interest  and  more,  but  Mr.  Wright's  name  was 
retained  for  its  prestige  until  1S37,  when  Smith  and  Wright, 
though  financially  sound,  were  forced  to  suspend  payment 
temporarily,  and  the  name  of  Harral  was  substituted  for 
Wright.  A  short  time  brought  in  remittances,  which  set 
the  Newark  house  right  and  their  prosperity  was  scarcely 
checked  by  their  suspension. 

Henvjf  K.  IlavraJ,  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  left  the  house 
of  his  father,  Doct.  George  Harral,  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  to 
seek  his  fortune  in  New  York  City,  where  he  obtained  em- 
ployment and  developed  a  noticeable  business  talent,  which 
chanced  to  meet  the  quick  eye  of  William  Wright,  who  pro- 
posed to  him  to  go  out  to  Charleston  and  learn  his  business. 
To  this  Mr.  Harral  consented  and  proved  a  very  valuable 
acquisition.  He  is  said  to  have  been  one  of  the  most  success- 
ful salesmen  and  collectors  ever  engaged  in  the  southern 
trade.  He  subsequently  married  Sarah  Ann,  the  youngest 
daughter  of  William  Peet,  and  was  prominent  in  the  finan- 
cial, municipal,  political,  and  social  circles  of  Bridgeport  and 
Connecticut,  [n  1840  he  purchased  the  home  of  the  Rev. 
John  Blatchford,  D.D.,  on  Golden  Hill,  and  the  native  walnut 
grove  adjoining,  and  in  1848  and  9  removed  the  old  dwelling 
house,  improved  the  grounds,  and  erected  the  large  dwelling 
now  owned  and  occupied  by  the  Hon.  Nathaniel  Wheeler. 
He  possessed  an  active  and  nervous  temperament,  and  appar- 
ently a  strong  constitution,  but  in  1853  a  chronic  bronchial 
trouble  became  strongly  developed,  which  he  sought  to 
alleviate  by  a  winter's  residence  at  Aiken,  S.  C.  In  this  he 
and  his  friends  were  disappointed,  for  he  died  at  Augusta, 
Ga.,  in  the  spring  of  1854,  aged  46  years. 
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'Pliilo  C.  Calhoun,  a  native  of  Danbury,  Conn.,  was 
apprenticed  to  Lyon,  Wright  and  Company  in  1826.  The 
workman's  ledger  of  the  firm  shows  an  entry  of  ten  dollars 
credit  to  B.  T.  Nichols  for  instructing  Philo  C.  Calhoun  on 
harness.  This  used  to  be  referred  to  as  a  curiosity  when 
these  gentlemen  were  at  the  head  of  their  respective  firms 
and  filling  a  large  place  in  business  circles.  He  was  of  rather 
delicate  health  and  the  exposures  in  his  work  threatened  to 
permanently  impair  his  health.  On  this  account  and  good 
qualities  he  was  placed  in  the  store  at  Charleston,  where  he 
spent  a  number  of  years  associated  with  H.  K.  Harral,  who 
had  become  the  leading  manager  of  that  house.  In  1835  or  6 
Mr.  Lyon  called  Mr.  Calhoun  to  his  aid  in  Bridgeport,  giving 
him  a  small  interest  in  the  profits. 

In  1838  changes  were  made  and  the  firm  became  Lyon, 
Calhoun  and  Company,  consisting  of  Hanford  Lyon,  F.  C. 
Calhoun,  H.  K.  Harral,  and  Willys  Lyon,  a  relative  of  Han- 
ford Lyon,  who  for  a  number  of  years  had  been  bookkeeper 
for  the  firm.  In  Charleston,  Mr.  Coleman  having  retired,  the 
firm  became  Harral,  Hare  and  Co.,  Robert  W.  Hare,  a  native 
of  Philadelphia,  and  William  Harral,  brother  of  H.  K.  Harral, 
becoming  associated.  In  June,  1843,  H..  K.  Harral  purchased 
the  entire  interest  of  Hanford  Lyon  and  the  latter  retired 
from  active  business  with  a  handsome  fortune,  which  by  skill- 
ful management  was  further  augmented,  and  at  his  decease  he 
was  the  largest  tax  payer  in  Bridgeport. 

Hanford  IjIjou  was  born  in  the  town  of  Easton,  Conn., 
in  Rock  House  district,  and  was  the  son  of  Nathaniel  Webb 
Lyon.  His  family  was  noted  for  its  longevity.  His  father 
attained  nearly  loi  years;  his  brother  David  96  years ;  Sam- 
uel, 93;  Levi,  90;  and  Walker,  81.  His  youngest  brother, 
Jarvis,  died  at  the  age  of  56.  Hanford  was  the  youngest  but 
one  in  the  family  of  nine  children.  Pie  worked  on  his  father's 
farm,  attended  the  public  school  in  winter,  until  he  was  four- 
teen years  of  age,  when  he  was  apprenticed  at  Danbur}-,  and 
then  passed  through  the  business  career  as  represented  in  the 
preceding  pages  concerning  the  saddlery  business. 

Mr.  Lyon  was  twice  married.    His  first  wife  was  Hettie 
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Ann  Thompson,  of  Stratford,  sister  of  the  la.te  Joseph  and 
John  jNI.  Thompson.  Their  children  were  two  sons:  Freder- 
ick H.,  who  married  Bessie  Hawlev  ;  William,  who  is  unmar- 
ried; and  three  daughters:  Sarah  J.,  who  married  Judge 
Edward  I.  Sanford,  of  New  Haven  ;  Josie,  married  Henry  T. 
Shelton  ;  and  Adelaide. 

His  second  wife  was  Annie  INIackey  Frye,  daughter  of 
Daniel  M.  and  Ann  Butler  Frye,  of  New  York  City,  and 
sister  of  the  late  Major  Frederick  Frye.  Mr.  Lyon  left  the 
following  children  by  this  marriage,  who.  with  their  mother, 
survive  him:  Edward  H.,  who  married  Jessie,  daughter  of 
Doct.  D.  H.  Porter;  Frank  C,  who  married  Ida.  daughter  of 
Mrs.  C.  M.  Mitchell,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.;  Charles  G. ;  and 
Alice  C,  who  married  Col.  Thomas  L.  Watson,  of  Bridgeport 
and  New  York. 

Mr.  Lyon  was  a  member  of  the  , first  Congregational 
society  from  his  early  manhood,  and  united  with  the  church 
in  1858,  in  which  he  was  held  in  high  esteem.  Self-educated 
and  thoroughly  furnished  by  a  large  and  active  business 
experience,  with  capabilities  equal  to  almost  any  position,  he 
was  yet  unassuming  and  did  not  seek  public  office  or  distinc- 
tion. He  belonged  to  the  old  whig  party  during  its  day,  but 
afterwards  became  a  strong  republican  and  supporter  of  the 
union  cause  in  the  late  war.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  of  the  city  in  the  years  1S37,  '42,  '44,  '45  and  '48, 
a  portion  of  the  time  as  alderman.  He  was  a  director  of  the 
Connecticut  Bank;  director  and  president  of  the  old  Bridge- 
port Bank;  director  of  the  Pequonnock  Bank;  first  president 
of  the  City  Savings  Bank  :  director  and  president  of  the  City 
Gas  Light  Company  ;  and  was  also  a  valued  member  of  other 
important  public  and  private  institutions.  He  died  Decem- 
ber 21,  1879. 

In  1843  ^if"-  Harral  retired  from  the  management  of  the 
Charleston  house,  making  Bridgeport  his  only  residence,  and 
with  P.  C.  Calhoun  devoted  himself  to  the  Bridgeport  busi- 
ness. Before  the  first  year  of  the  new  firm  had  passed  addi- 
tional help  was  needed  and  thev  employed  Mr.  Rowland  B. 
Lacey,  whose  successful  management  of  the  business  of  the 
Housatonic  Railroad  at  Bridgeport  —  which  at  that  time 
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meant  a  large  part  of  the  business  of  the  road — in  close  prox- 
imity to  their  saddlery,  secured  an  assuring  business  acquaint- 
ance, and  he  entered  their  establishment  in  March,  1S44.  The 
firm  of  Harral  and  Calhoun  was  continued  ten  years,  until 
June  I,  1S53,  when  Mr.  Lacey  became  a  partner,  and  it  was 
made  Harral,  Calhoun  and  Company, 

Railroads,  at  this  time,  began  to  add  to  the  facilities  of 
transportation  and  prosperity  in  business  enterprises.  In 
1845  the  company  opened  a  salesroom  at  309  Pearl  street, 
New  York,  with  Francis  Harral,  the  youngest  brother  of 
H.  K.  Harral,  as  manager,  and  in  1S47-8  an  arrangement  was 
made  with  Samuel  E.  Sproulls,  who  had  much  experience  in 
the  southern  trade  in  the  firm  of  Rankin,  Sproulls  and  Co., 
hatters,  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  to  join  the  company,  and  the 
business  was  removed  to  the  fine  store  numbers  119,  121 
William  street,  under  the  name  of  Harral,  Sproulls  and  Co. 
In  1852  the  business  was  removed  to  24  Chambers  street. 

In  1847  occurred  the  Mexican  War,  in  which  the  United 
States  acquired  the  territory  of  Texas,  which  opened  a  new 
market  and  called  for  new  styles  of  goods. 

In  1845  Isaac  Sherman,  Jr.,  was  furnished  with  a  stock  of 
saddlery  goods  by  this  company  to  try  the  St.  Louis  market. 
These  he  readily  disposed  of,  and  the  next  year  an  arrange- 
ment was  made,  under  the  firm  name  ot  Harral,  Sherman  and 
Co.,  for  the  sale  of  saddlery  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.  In  1847  the 
cholera  appeared  in  St.  Louis  and  Mr.  Sherman  started  for 
home,  but  died  with  that  disease  at  Rockford,  111.  The 
vacancy  was  filled  by  Edward  J.  Sterling,  a  brother-in-law 
of  Mr.  Calhoun.  The  firm  later  manufactured  extensively  in 
St.  Louis,  as  some  kinds  of  stock  and  labor  were  cheaper  there. 
In  1858  their  connection  with  the  Bridgeport  house  ceased. 

Mr.  Harral  died  in  1854,  but  the  company  name  and  its 
business  continued  until  June,  1858,  when  the  firms  were 
reorganized  and  became  Calhoun,  Lacv  and  Company,  com- 
posed of  P.  C.  Calhoun,  R.  B.  Lacey,  Henry  T.  Shelton,  and 
George  H.  Meeker,  at  Bridgeport;  Sproulls,  Meeker  and 
Company,  composed  of  Samuel  E.  Sproulls,  John  B.  Meeker, 
J.  B.  Hoover,  and  Samuel  R.  Lang,  in  New  York;  Calhoun 
and  Lacey  only  retaining  an  interest  in  the  Charleston  house. 
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In  1853  the  old  building  at  the  west  end  of  the  Bridgeport 
bridge,  which  had  been  used  as  a  saddle  factory  from  1816, 
became  insufficient,  and  the  firm  purchased  the  property  on 
the  corner  of  Fairfield  avenue  and  Middle  street,  now  owned 
by  the  Read  Carpet  company.  This  property  had  been  im- 
proved by  a  Malleable  Iron  company,  which  produced  mainly 
saddlery  hardware,  but  had  been  burned  out.  These  ruins 
were  rebuilt  as  far  as  necessary,  and  fitted  up  in  good  style, 
and  the  business  prospered  until  the  commencement  of  the 
late  war. 

At  the  opening  of  the  war  their  southern  trade  was 
broken  up  and  they  sustained  great  losses  on  it,  but  they 
soon  entered  upon  extensive  production  of  army  goods  on 
orders  from  the  United  States  government,  and  thereby 
retrieved  a  portion  of  their  losses.  On  the  opening  of  the 
south  at  the  close  of  the  war  a  few  of  the  old  customers  made 
honorable  settlements.  In  1S63  the  partnership  changed,  Mr. 
Calhoun  and  Mr.  SprouUs  retiring,  and  the  firm  of  Lacey, 
Meeker  and  Company  continuing  the  business  about  five  years 
longer. 

The  sketch  of  this  business  thus  far  is  an  outline  of  only 
one  firm,  the  original  house  from  which  sprang  others  of  more 
or  less  note. 

Seth  H.  Jones  and  Co.,  saddlery  makers.  Seth  B. 
Jones  was  born  in  Ridgefield,  Conn.,  December  25,  179S,  and 

was  apprenticed  to  Northrop,  one  of  the  saddlers  who 

worked  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  State  streets.  Hanford 
Lyon  and  Joshua  Lord  worked  there  at  the  same  time.  Mr. 
Jones  was  ambitious  and  economical,  and  was  able,  from  the 
avails  of  over  work,  to  purchase  of  his  employer  the  latter 
portion  of  his  time,  and  commenced  business  for  himself  in 
1820.  He  opened  a  store  in  Savannah,  Ga.,  H.  Cassady  being 
his  salesman  and  manager.  When  he  was  twenty-five  years 
of  age  he  had  accumulated  the  sum  of  $25,000.  In  1835  Noah 
B.  Knapp,  a  native  of  Danbury,  took  charge  of  the  business 
in  Savannah,  and  the  firm  was  N.  B.  Knapp  and  Company. 
His  factory  was  the  old  brick  house  of  Capt.  David  Hawley 
at  the  corner  of  Water  and  Union  streets,  and  continued  there 
until  Mr.  Jones  retired  in  1847,  after  a  very  successful  business 
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career.  The  late  Dea.  Henry  Higby  was  cutter  and  foreman 
in  this  factory  for  many  years,  and  such  men  as  Joshua  Lord, 
William  Wright,  Jr.,  Edwin  B.  Gregory,  Alexander  S.  Gor- 
ham,  were  journeymen  saddlers.  It  was  the  arena  for  the 
warm  discussion  of  high  theological  themes.  Munson  Wade 
and  the  late  Samuel  Grumman.  J.  B.  Barnum  and  Daniel  W. 
Hawle}'  were  among  the  younger  apprentices.  The  old  shop 
was  taken  down  in  1S47  ^oi"  ^^he  erection  by  Mr.  Jones  of  the 
brick  block  on  Water  street  north  of  Union,  and  the  little 
manufacturing  continued  by  N.  B.  Knapp  and  Co.  was  con- 
ducted in  a  loft  on  the  east  side  of  Water  street  at  the  foot  of 
Bank  street,  Mr.  Knapp  being  supplied  with  most  of  the 
saddles  he  needed  by  Harral,  Calhoun  and  Co.,  at  a  small 
advance  from  cost.  In  1853  Mr.  Higby  gave  up  his  position 
as  manufacturer  for  Mr.  Knapp  and  a  local  business  was 
continued  by  Barnum  and  Grumman,  later  by  Grumman  and 
Wilson.  The  present  firm  of  Wilson  and  Doremus,  at  num- 
ber 391  VV^ater  street,  is  the  local  representative,  or  successor, 
of  the  firm  of  S.  B.  Jones  and  Company. 

jT.  and  X.  Sherman  constituted  another  company. 
Isaac  and  Levi  Sherman  were  sons  of  Capt.  Sterling  Sher- 
man, whose  home  was  in  the  house  still  standing  at  the 
northeast  corner  of  Park  and  Fairfield  avenues.  They  were 
apprentices  to  Smith  and  Wright,  and  finished  up  with  Fair- 
child,  Lyon  and  Co.,  after  the  removal  of  the  former  firm  to 
Newark,  which  occurred  March  20,  1S21.  They  commenced 
the  saddlery  business  in  i826,on  the  east  side  of  Water  street 
(up  stairs),  now  number  400  Water  street,  and  had  a  branch 
in  Columbia,  S.  C.  Silvanus  Sterling  went  out  to  Columbia 
and  assisted  them  in  the  early  years  of  the  business.  Levi 
Sherman  continued  in  the  charge  of  the  branch  until  about 
1840,  and  they  were  very  successful  for  many  years. 

Isaac  Sherman,  Jr.,  became  embarrassed  by  some  outsic'e 
operations  in  1837,  and  the  factory  here  was  given  up.  The 
health  of  Levi  failed  and  the  Columbia  business  was  sold  to 

Linus  F.  Hopson  and   Sutphcn.    Hopson  was  a  cousin 

of  the  Shermans,  and  served  his  apprenticeship  in  their 
factory  in  Bridgeport.  Hopson  and  Sutphen  manufactured 
some  goods  in  Columbia,  but  purchased  saddles  largely  of 
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Harral,  Calhoun  and  Co.,  in  the  busy  years  before  the  war. 
They  still  survive — one  of  the  few  old  landmarks. 

JLevi  H((U'Jey,  a  Bridgeport  boy,  an  apprentice  of  Smith 
and  Wright,  and  Fairchild,  Lyon  and  Co.,  finished  up  "  his 
time"  July  15,  1S26,  with  a  credit  for  overwork  of  $670,  after 
deducting  over  $500  of  cash  drawn  during  his  apprenticeship. 

About  1830  he  started  business  for  himself  in  Columbia, 
S.  C,  which  he  successfully  pursued  in  his  quiet  way  until 
about  i860,  when  he  retired  to  Asheville,  N.  C. 

Chauncey  Ward  and  Joshua  Lord  went  to  Savannah  and 
opened  a  saddlery  store  in  1834.  -Mr.  Lord  remained  but 
one  year.  Mr.  Ward  continued  about  twelve  years,  and 
conducting  a  branch  store  in  Tallahassee,  Fla.,  in  connection 
with  Charles  P.  May,  latter  part  of  the  time  Charles  Will's 
assistant.  In  1845  the  Tallahassee  store  was  burned.  This, 
with  other  losses,  so  crippled  Mr.  Ward  that  he  sold  his 
Savannah  store  to  Wade,  May  and  Companv,  and  changed 
his  business. 

.  Wade,  Crosby  and  Co.,  were  another  firm  of  saddlers. 
William  Wade,  Joseph  F.  Crosby,  William  H.  May,  were  all 
apprentices  of  Fairchild,  Lyon  and  Co.,  and  Lyon,  Wright 
and  Co.  They  commenced  manufacturing  in  Bridgeport 
under  the  above  firm  name  in  1835.  They  were  located  on 
the  second  floor  of  J.  Mott  and  Co's  carriage  building,  front- 
ing State  street.  J.  F.  Crosby  was  the  manager  of  the  factory, 
with  branches  at  Savannah  and  Columbus,  Ga.  William  H. 
May  was  business  manager  at  Savannah,  and  Hiram  Middle- 
brook  at  Columbus.  When  L  and  L.  Sherman  gave  up  busi- 
ness at  what  is  now  number  400  Water  street,  William  H. 
Bissell,  a  well  known  harness  maker,  continued  a  local  busi- 
ness in  the  premises.  In  1842  Wade,  Crosby  and  Co.  moved 
their  factory  to  this  building,  and  Mr.  Bissell  took  charge  of 
their  harness  department,  and  held  it  a  number  of  years. 

In  1848  Eli  Thompson  joined  the  firm  and  they  moved 
their  factory  to  the  brick  building  on  the  south  side  of  the 
west  approach  to  the  Bridgeport  bridge,  and  the  firm  name 
was  Thompson,  May  and  Co.  in  Bridgeport  for  seven  or  eight 
years,  and  was  very  successful.  They  opened  a  house  in  New 
33 
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York,  with  William  Morrison  (a  Lyon,  Wright  and  Co.  ap- 
prentice), as  business  manager,  under  the  firm  name  of  Wade, 
Morrison  and  Co.,  and  occupied  stores  successively  on  Maiden 
Lane,  Pearl  street,  and  number  35  Chambers  street.  William 
Morrison  had  previously  been  in  the  same  business  in  Talla- 
hassee, Fla.,  succeeding  Ward  and  ALay. 

Most  of  the  persons  mentioned  in  connection  with  the 
saddlery  business  were  practical  mechanics,  having  learned 
the  trade  from  beginning  to  end.  In  addition  thereto  the 
following  names  are  extracted  from  the  list  of  early  appren- 
tices of  Smith  and  Wright,  and  Fairchild,  Lyon  and  Company, 
and  their  successors  in  Bridgeport,  with  brief  notices  of  their 
business  career,  all  illustrating  the  qualities  of  the  young  men 
of  that  period. 

The  figures  at  the  left  hand  margin  denote  the  year  in 
which  each  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years." 

1821,  Edwin  Van  Antwerpt — A  member  of  the  Smiih  and  Wright  house  in  Au- 
gusta, Ga.,  and  Newark,  N.  J. 

1S23.  Barak  T.  Nichols — Ditto,  and  purchased  the  interest  of  E.  Van  Antwerpt, 
first  in  Augusta  and  afterwards  in  Newark  and  became  the  head  of  the  firm  there. 

1821.  Joshua  Lord — Worked  as  a  journeyman  in  Bridgeport,  became  a  leading 
citizen,  justice  of  peace,  and  county  conjmissioner. 

1822.  Levi  Wordin — Journeyman  in  Bridgeport  ;  was  a  citizen  of  large  means,  a 
director  in  the  Bridgeport  bank.  Erected  a  fine  house  at  northeast  corner 
of  Park  avenue  and  State  street. 

1823.  Nathaniel  P.  Crosby — Journeyman  in  Bridgeport  ;  very  expert. 

1823.  Willi.im  Wright,  2d — Journeyman  in  Bridgeport;  an  intelligent,  good  citi- 
zen, and  a  valued  member  of  the  second  Congregational  church. 

1824.  Peter  Vandervort — From  a  Dutch  family  in  New  York.  Lived  and  died 
in  Newark,  N.  J. 

1824.  Chauncey  Ward — In  saddlery  business  in  Savannah,  Ga.,  1834-1846,  with 
a  branch  in  Tallahassee,  Fla.;  sold  out  to  Wade,  Crosby  and  Co.  In  clothing 
business  in  Macon,  Ga.,  and  Galena,  III.    In  Bridgeport  since  1S50. 

1827.  Fitch  Smith — Brother  of  Sheldon  Smith  ;  native  of  Derby.  He  was  con- 
nected with  Smith  and  Wright's  factory  some  years.  Early  and  prominently 
connected  with  the  development  of  Birmingham. 

 .    Eliud  Fairchild  — Became  a  well  known  landlord,  first  at  Westport,  later  at 

the  Sterling  hotel  and  the  Stanley  house  in  Bridgeport. 

1829.  Ezra  Goodsell — Son  of  Joel,  a  veteran  saddler.  He  was  efficient  and  use- 
ful as  foreman  at  Smith  and  Wright's  and  J.  E.  Condit's  factories  in  Newark, 
and  for  a  short  time  in  Bridgeport. 

*  These  names  are  taken  from  the  original  book  opened  by  Fairchild,  Lyon 
and  Company,  March  20,  1821,  to  which  were  transferred  the  account  of  such 
apprentices  as  they  took  from  Smith  and  Wright,  on  the  removal  of  that  firm  to 
Newark,  N.  J. 
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1827.  Sheldon  Curtis — Journeyman  in  Bridgeport;  a  good,  reliable  workman 
later  a  farmer  in  Trumbull. 

 .    Willys  Lord — Brother  of  Joshua  ;  began  study  in  preparation  for  college 

before  he  was  "out  of  his  time."  Graduated  at  Willianistown,  Mass.  Pastor 
in  New  Hartlord,  Ct.,  Providence,  R.  I.,  Philadelphia,  Fairfield,  Ct.,  and 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.;  president  of  Theological  Seminary,  Chicago;  Wooster 
College,  Wooster,  Ohio,  until  sight  failed  ;  survives  and  preaches  occasionally 
in  the  west. 

1829.  S.  S.  Jarvis — Has  followed  successively  druggist,  hardware  and  shoe  busi- 
ness in  Bridgeport. 

1829.    Philo  A.  Gregory — A  journeyman  saddler  and  foreman,  and  inspector  in 

the  factory  of  Lyon,  Calhoun  and  Co.,  and  their  successors  up  to  1S6S.  An 

excellent  man  and  a  good  citizen. 
1829.    Charles  B.  Middlebrook — Clerk  steamer  Nimrod,  wholesale  grocer,  trying 

justice  on  Staten  Island,  N.  Y. 
1835.    Isaac  O.  Pettitt — Saddlery  and  harness  business  in   New  Milford  and 

Bridgeport. 

1S36.  Henry  M.  Smith — Journeyman  in  Bridgeport ;  later  an  extensive  manufact- 
urer in  New  Haven,  Ct. 

1838.  David  Jennings — Wholesale  saddlery,  Condict,  Jennings  and  Co.,  Charles- 
ton, S.  C. 

1839.  Amos  Higgins — Bridgeport;  farmer. 

1839.  Charles  Waterbury — Superintendent  Naugatuck  Railroad. 

1841.    Benjamin  Stevens — A  leading  workman  with  Smith  and  Co.,  Hartford,  Ct 

1841.  Baltus  M.  Segee — In  business  in  Philadelphia  and  vicinity. 

1842.  Edwin  H.  Wells — Journeyman  and  later  manufacturer  in  Bridgeport. 
1841.    Chester  Russell — Forty  years  a  leading  grocer  and  baker  in  Bridgeport. 
1841.    Charles  Rockwell — Clerk  on  steamboat;  general  freight  agent  of  N.  Y., 

N.  H.,  and  Consolidated  Railroads. 
 .    William  B.  Swan — Saddlery  and  harness  in  Norwalk,  Ct. 

1840.  Charles  Wells — In  Tallahassee,  Fla.,  a  time;  journeyman  in  Bridgeport; 
teacher  and  leader  of  vocal  music  in  choirs  and  in  the  public  schools  of 
Bridgeport. 

1846.    Frank  H.  Stevens — Restaurant  keeper,  Bridgeport. 

*S^.  F.  Ru)'d  and  Couii)an>j. — In  1850  a  special  firm 
was  made  for  business  in  California,  consisting'  of  S.  F.  Hurd, 
Joseph  F.  Crosby,  Eli  Thompson,  and  Alexander  Hamilton, 
in  Bridgeport,  and  Thomas  Ferris  and  Thomas  Holman,  in 
San  Francisco,  Cal.  This  arrangement  continued  but  four  or 
five  years  and  was  very  successful,  dividing  at  the  close 
$200,000,  the  four  Bridgeport  parties  taking  one  half  the 
sum  and  Ferris  and  Holman  the  other  half.  On  the  retire- 
ment of  Mr.  Thoinpson  the  firm,  with  the  branches,  em- 
braced Joseph  F.  Crosby  and  Sylvester  S.  Majs  Bridgeport, 
William  Morrison  and  S.  Henry  Hurd,  New  York,  William 
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H.  May,  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  Hiram  Middlebrook,  Columbus, 
Ga.  Mr.  Hurd  purchased  the  school  building  on  State 
street,  now  numbers  200,  202,  and  the  manufacturing  has 
since  been  done  there,  latterly  by  Robert  D.  Bissett  and 
Edwin  H.  Wells,  and  said  Wells  and  Wilson  French,  both  the 
latter  were  former  apprentices  and  journeymen  in  the  old 
house  of  Lyon,  Calhoun  and  Co.  and  their  successors.  The 
firm  name  in  New  York  continued  to  be  Morrison,  Hurd  and 
Co.  to  1S64,  then  Morrison,  Miller  and  Co.,  and  at  this  writ- 
ing is  Miller,  Morrison  and  Co. 

The  WIteeler  foid  Wil^oih  Mfmiifactii ri utj  Coui- 
pany^  is  one  of  the  largest  industries  within  the  city  of 
Bridgeport,  and  probably  the  most  celebrated. 

Between  1830  and  1850  several  patents  for  sewing  ma- 
chines were  granted  in  England  and  the  United  States,  but 
none  of  them  fully  covered  the  idea  of  a  practical  sewing 
machine.  The  first  patent  for  such  a  machine  was  granted 
November  12,  1S50,  to  Allen  B.  Wilson,  of  Pittsfield,  Mass. 

Allen  H.  Wilson  was  born  in  Willett,  Cortland  Co., 
N.  Y.,  October  18,  1824.  His  father  was  a  mill-wright  and 
was  killed  by  accident  while  putting  in  a  water-wheel.  He 
left  a  wife,  one  son  and  two  daughters.  The  son,  Allen  B., 
was  indentured,  at  eleven  years  of  age,  to  a  larmer,  remaining 
only  a  year,  but  he  continued  to  work  on  a  farm  until  sixteen 
years  of  age,  also  improving  much  time  in  a  blacksmith  shop, 
learning  the  trade,  when  he  was  apprenticed  to  a  cabinet 
maker  in  the  town  of  Cincinnatus  in  the  same  county.  This 
place  he  soon  left,  for  cause,  and  obtained  work  as  a  black- 
smith, and  continued  at  it  until  early  in  1847,  when  he  was  at 
Adrian,  Mich.,  as  a  journeyman,  where  he  conceived  the  idea 
of  a  sewing  machine,  having  never  heard  of  one,  and  settled 
in  his  own  mind  the  devices  and  adjustments  to  accomplish  the 
object. 

The  earliest  sewing  machine  of  which  there  is  record 
was  that  of  Thomas  Saint,  patented  in  England  in  1790,  but  it 
was  not  introduced  into  practical  use.    In  1830  Bartholomy 


'  This  sketch  is  taken  largely  from  the  "  History  of  Manufactures  of  New 
England." 


Manufacturers  in  Bridgeport. 


261 


Thimoniiier  patented  in  France  a  machine  of  which,  in  1S41, 
he  had  eighty  at  work  in  Paris,  on  army  clothing.  Like  the 
loom  of  Jaquard  and  the  spinning-jenny  of  Hargreaves,  they 
were  destroyed  by  a  mob:  bnt  in  184S  he  had  another  set  of 
machines  at  work  in  Paris,  sewing  and  embroidering,  but 
these  were  also  destroyed,  and  their  enterprising  inventor 
gave  up  in  despair.  In  1S41  Newton  and  Archbold  secured 
a  patent  in  England  for  a  sewing  machine  differing  but  little 
from  that  of  Saint,  except  in  the  needle's  eye.  Then,  about 
1832,  Walter  Hunt,  of  New  York,  made  a  sewing  machine, 
but  did  not  perfect  it  so  as  to  bring  it  into  use.  In  1854,  after 
the  sewing  machine  with  Hunt's  own  device,  in  the  hands  of 
Singer  and  others  had  become  a  success,  he  applied  for  a 
patent,  with  abundant  proofs  of  his  claim  that  he  had  used 
both  the  eye-pointed  needle  and  the  shuttle  some  years  before. 

Elias  Howe,  Jr.,  began  his  experiments  in  1843.  I"  ^^^y. 
1843,  he  had  a  machine  at  work  which  was  patented  Septem- 
ber 10,  1846,  but  this  machine,  besides  several  defects,  could 
sew  only  a  straight  seam. 

John  Bachelor,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  patented,  May  8,  1849, 
an  improvement  on  previous  machines,  but  liable,  in  part,  to 
the  same  objections  as  others.  Mr.  Bachelor  devised  the  first 
automatic,  continuous  feed,  and,  as  involving  this  principle, 
the  patent  was  renewed  on  its  expiration  in  1863,  and  again  in 
187O,  by  special  act  of  Congress.  Mr.  Howe  constructed  four 
machines,  but  did  not  succeed  in  introducing  them  into  actual 
use.  The  machine  now  bearing  his  name  was  not  patented 
until  1857,  some  six  years  after  Wheeler  and  Wilson  had  made 
their  machine  a  success. 

Mr.  Allen  B.  Wilson  devised  his  first  machine,  as  has 
been  said,  in  1847.  He  became  ill,  and  was  not  able  to  work 
at  his  trade  until  August,  1848,  when  he  obtained  employment 
at  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  and  then  resolved  to  develop  the  idea  of 
a  sewing  machine.  By  November  he  had  made  full  drawings 
of  all  the  parts  of  the  machine,  according  to  his  previous  con- 
ceptions. The  firm,  Barnes  and  Goodrich,  which  he  was  then 
engaged  with,  dissolved  in  February,  1859,  and  Mr.  Wilson 
remained  with  Amos  Barnes,  who  continued  the  business, 
with  the  privilege  of  working  evenings  for  himself  in  the 
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shop.  On  the  evening  of  the  3d  of  February,  the  first  day  of 
his  engagement  with  Mr.  Barnes,  he  began  the  construction 
of  his  first  machine,  which  he  completed  about  the  first  of 
April.  With  it  he  made  dress  waists  and  other  articles 
requiring  fine  sewing,  with  straight  or  curved  seams ;  and  it 
was  exhibited  to  several  persons,  who  were  pleased  with  its 
work. 

The  first  problem  for  Mr.  Wilson  was.  what  kind  of  stitch 
to  make,  and  the  next,  how  to  make  it.  The  stitch  needed 
the  use  of  the  least  possible  quantity  of  thread,  and  a  non- 
liability of  the  seam  to  rip.  He  arrived  at  the  same  conclu- 
sion as  Walter  Hunt  and  Elias  Howe,  that  both  of  these 
conditions  could  best  be  met  by  the  lock-stitch,  made  by 
two  threads  crossing  each  other  within  the  two  layers  of 
cloth,  and  presenting  the  same  appearance  on  both  sides  of 
it.  The  chain-stitch  would  take  one-half  more  thread,  and 
should  the  thread  break  at  any  point,  the  whole  seam  might 
ravel  out.  Mr.  Wilson  believed  that  such  a  lock-stitch  could 
be  made  if  a  loop  could  be  formed  by  one  thread  on  one  side 
of  the  cloth,  and  another  thread  could  be  passed  singly 
through  it.  Then,  by  some  proper  device  for  tension,  the 
two  threads  could  be  drawn  tight,  so  as  to  present  the  same 
appearance  on  both  sides  of  the  cloth.  For  this,  enough  ot 
the  looping  thread  must  be  pushed  through  the  cloth  to  form 
a  loop.  It  did  not  require  much  mechanical  ingenuity  to 
conceive  of  the  needle,  with  an  eye  in  the  point  at  the  end  of 
some  reciprocating  mechanism,  to  push  the  needle  nearly 
through  the  cloth,  carrying  the  thread  with  it,  and  then  to 
withdraw  the  needle,  leaving  enough  of  the  thread  behind  to 
form  the  loop.  Mr.  Wilson's  idea  of  the  shuttle  was  an  im- 
provement on  that  ot  Hunt  or  Howe,  in  that,  as  it  was  pointed 
at  both  ends,  it  would  make  a  stitch  in  its  motion  both  ways, 
so  that  to  make  the  same  number  of  stitches  his  shuttle  would 
need  to  travel  only  half  as  fast.  The  next  point  was  to  devise 
a  feed-motion  so  far  automatic  as  to  secure  a  uniform  length 
ot  stitch,  which  could  not  be  effected  by  a  mere  guidance 
with  the  hand.  It  was  also  provided  for  crooked,  or  curved, 
as  well  as  straight  seams,  and  such  seams  that  a  sharp  angle 
could  be  made,  if  necessary.    Mr.  Wilson's  first  device  was 
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that  known  as  the  "two-motion  feed,"  to  distinguish  it  from 
his  subsequent,  more  effective  device,  the  "  four-  motion  feed." 
The  two-motion  feed  consisted  of  a  horizontal  reciprocating, 
toothed  surface,  the  inclination  of  the  teeth  being  forward, 
always  in  contact  with  the  material,  and  while  the  needle 
was  in  the  material  moving  back  to  a  new  stroke.  This  feed 
proved  usually  elTective,  and  thousands  of  machines  having 
this  device  were  sold.  In  this  feed  device  Mr.  Wilson  solved 
the  problem,  not  of  making  a  machine  which  would  sew  after 
a  certain  fashion,  but  the  first  one  which  was  fully  adapted  to 
the  necessities  of  every  household,  and  a  saver  of  time  and 
labor  in  many  kinds  of  manufacturing. 

In  May,  1849,  having  removed  to  North  Adams,  Mass., 
he  built  a  second  machine  on  the  same  principle,  but  of 
better  workmanship.  He  finally  induced  Joseph  N.  Chapin, 
of  North  Adams,  to  purchase  one-half  of  the  invention  for 
two  hundred  dollars,  and  with  this  money  he  secured  a  pat- 
ent, November  12,  1850.  While  his  application  was  pending, 
he  received  notice  from  parties  owning  an  interest  in  a 
machine  patented  by  John  A.  Bradshaw,  of  Lowell,  Mass., 
November  28,  1848,  that  Bradshaw's  patent  covered  the 
double  pointed  shuttle  which  he  claimed  in  his  application, 
and  that  they  should  oppose  an  issue  of  a  patent  to  him. 
Two  of  these  parties  were  A.  P.  Kline  and  Edward  Lee,  of 
New  York.  A  compromise  was  made,  by  which  Mr.  Wilson 
conveyed  to  them  one-half  of  the  patent.  Mr.  Wilson  was 
associated  with  Kline  and  Lee  for  about  two  months  before 
the  issue  of  the  patent,  arranging  to  go  into  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  the  machines;  but  becoming  dissatisfied  with  this 
arrangem.ent  on  the  25th  of  November  he  sold  to  Kline  and 
Lee  all  his  interest  in  the  patent,  except  the  right  for  New 
Jersey,  and  that  to  sew  leather  in  Massachusetts,  for  $2,000. 
This  sum,  however,  was  never  paid  to  him.  Before  the  end 
of  the  year  he  was  introduced  to  Nathaniel  Wheeler,  with 
whose  name  his  own  has  been  associated  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  century,  as  identified  with  one  of  the  most  extensive 
industries  of  New  England. 

JS^utluiniel  Wheeler  was  born  in  Watertown,  Conn., 
j      September  7,  1820.    His  father  was  a  carriage  manufacturer, 
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and  the  son  learned  the  trade.  He  was  at  first  employed 
chiefly  in  the  ornamental  parts  of  the  work,  and  afterwards 
had  the  entire  charge  of  the  business,  his  father  owning-  and 
conducting  a  farm.  On  attaining  his  majority  Nathaniel  took 
the  business  on  his  own  account  and  conducted  it  about  five 
years.  At  that  time  the  manufacture  of  buttons  and  other 
articles  of  metallic  ware  had  become  an  important  industr}'' 
in  the  adjoining  town  of  Waterbury,  and  he  decided  to  engage 
in  it.  Beginning  with  implements  and  tools  involving  only 
hand  labor,  he  soon  introduced  machinery  of  various  kinds. 
Among  other  articles,  he  made  polished  steel  slides,  for  ladies. 
These  had  before  been  imported  from  Europe,  and  Mr. 
Wheeler  was  among  the  first  in  this  country  to  engage  in 
making  them.  The  price  was  at  first  eight  dollars  per  gross, 
but  was  finally  reduced  to  twenty-five  cents  per  gross,  at 
which  low  price,  by  his  improvements  in  machinery  and 
methods,  he  was  able  to  make  a  profit.  Other  articles  of 
his  manufacture  were  buckles  and  slides  for  hat  bands. 
These  were  also  made,  in  the  same  town,  by  Messrs.  Warren 
and  Woodruff.  This  firm  was  interested  in  the  Warren  and 
Newton  Manufacturing  Company,  engaged  in  the  neighbor- 
ing village  of  Oakville,  in  the  manufacture  of  suspenders. 
Warren  and  Woodruff  joined  both  their  interests  with  that  ot 
Mr. -Wheeler  in  1848,  and  a  partnership  was  formed,  under 
the  name  of  Warren,  Wlieeler  and  Woodruff,  and  a  new 
building  was  erected  for  the  business,  of  which  Mr.  Wheeler 
taking  the  whole  charge,  it  was  soon  placed  on  a  footing  ot 
substantial  success. 

On  one  of  his  business  trips  to  New  York  he  heard  of  the 
Wilson  sewing  machine,  which  was  then  exhibited  in  a  room 
in  the  old  "Sun"  building,  128  Fulton  street.  He  examined 
it,  saw  its  possibilities,  and  at  once  contracted  with  E.  Lee 
and  Company  to  make  five  hundred  of  the  machines.  He 
also  engaged  Mr.  Wilson  to  go  with  him  to  VVatertown  to 
perfect  the  machine  and  superintend  its  manufacture. 

Their  relations  with  Lee  and  Company  soon  ceased,  and 
within  a  short  time  Mr.  Wilson  substituted  for  the  shuttle  the 
rotary  hook  and  bobbin,  now  so  well  known.  He  had  made 
in  New  York  a  model  of  a  machine  with  this  new  device,  and 
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had  carried  it  with  him  to  Watertown,  and  now  showed  it  to 
Mr.  Wheeler,  who  highly  approved  of  it.  Mr.  Wilson  now 
labored  to  perfect  the  new  machine,  with  the  substitution 
referred  to,  and  secured  the  patent  for  it  August  12,  1S51. 
On  the  same  date  Isaac  M.  Singer  received  his  first  patent  on 
the  machine  which  has  since  been  so  formidable  a  competitor 
to  the  Wheeler  and  Wilson  machine.  The  main  features  ot 
Mr.  Singer's  machine  were,  that  the  needle  was  straight, 
moving  vertically  at  the  end  of  a  stationary  arm,  and  that  the 
feed  was  by  means  of  a  roughened  wheel,  which,  it  was 
claimed,  was  an  improvement  on  Wilson's  two-motion  feed, 
since  it  had  no  backward  movement  while  in  contact  with  the 
cloth.  It  had,  however,  the  defect  of  touching  the  cloth  only 
at  a  very  small  portion  of  its  periphery.  It  was  inferior  to 
the  later  four-motion  feed  of  Mr.  Wilson.  This  wheel-feed  ot 
Singer  v/as,  moreover,  an  infringement  on  Wilson's  patent  of 
1850.  The  principle  of  the  automatic  feed,  covered  by  that 
patent,  was  the  including  between  a  roughened  surface  on 
the  under  side  and  a  smooth  surface  on  the  upper  side,  so 
that  the  cloth  would  be  held  in  place  while  the  needle  was 
carrying  the  thread  through  it,  and,  on  the  withdrawing  the 
needle,  would  be  pushed  forward  the  length  of  a  stitch,  at  the 
same  time  permitting  the  cloth  to  be  turned  in  either  direc- 
tion, to  form  a  curve  or  angle  in  the  seam. 

Messrs.  Warren,  Wheeler,  W(jodruff  and  W^ilson  now 
formed  a  new  copartnership,  under  the  name  of  Wheeler, 
Wilson  and  Co.,  and  began  the  new  machines  under  the  new 
patent.  This  patent  was  for  the  combination  of  a  rotary 
hook,  which  extended  or  opened  more  widely  the  loop  ot 
the  needle  thread,  with  a  reciprocating  bobbin,  which  carried 
another  thread  through  the  loop  so  extended.  To  avoid 
litigation,  Mr.  Wilson  contrived  the  stationary  bobbin,  which 
has  since  been  the  permanent  feature  of  the  Wheeler  and 
Wilson  sewing  machine.  This  rotary  hook  was  an  entirely 
novel  device. 

Having  begun  the  manutacture  of  the  machine  the  next 
step  was  to  introduce  it  to  the  public.    Mr.  Wheeler  took 
one  of  the  machines  to  O.  F.  Winchester,  now  at  the  head  ot 
the  Winchester  Repeating  Arms  Company,  then  largely  en- 
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gaged  in  the  manufacture  of  shirts  at  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Mr.  Winchester  refused  even  to  try  it ;  but  Mr.  Wheeler  had  a 
shirt  made  wholly  on  the  machine,  Mr.  Wilson's  wife  being  the 
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operator;  whereupon  Mr.  Winchester,  struck  by  the  beauty 
of  the  work,  at  once  purchased  the  right  in  the  machine  for 
the  county  of  New  Haven.  Mr.  Wheeler  then  carried  two  of 
the  machines  to  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  left  them  with  J.  Gardner, 
a  leading  shirt  manufacturer  there.  After  a  trial  of  them  for 
three  weeks  Mr.  Gardner  came  to  Watertown  and  purchased 
the  one-half  right  to  sell  the  machine  in  Rensselaer  County, 
N.  Y.,  for  $3,000.  ]Mr.  Wheeler  now  devoted  himself  to  the 
introduction  of  the  machine,  especially  in  New  York,  Boston 
and  Philadelphia.  Several  hundred  machines  had  been  sold 
when,  in  October,  1S53,  the  Wheeler  and  Wilson  Manufactur- 
ing Company  was  organized.  The  business  now  had  become 
so  well  established  that  various  parties  desired  to  obtain  an 
interest  in  it,  and  a  proposition  was  made  to  Messrs.  Wheeler, 
Wilson  and  Co.  that  a  joint  stock  company  should  be  organ- 
ized, with  a  capital  of  Si6o,ooo,  of  which  $100,000  was  to  be 
allowed  for  the  patent,  and  $60, coo  for  the  factory  and  machin- 
ery. The  firm,  meanwhile,  engaged  to  sell  stock  to  outside 
parties  to  the  amount  of  $70,000,  at  par.  The  parties  who 
subscribed  for  the  stock  gave  their  notes,  which,  however, 
they  were  not  called  on  to  pay,  the  dividends  from  the  earn- 
ings of  the  company  liquidating  them  as  they  became  due. 

Mr.  Wilson  at  this  time  retired  from  active  participation 
in  the  business,  while  in  consideration  of  the  value  of  his 
inventions,  he  received  a  regular  salary,  without  personal 
service,  and  considerable  sums  of  money  on  the  renewal  of 
his  patents.  He  has  resided  at  Waterbury  since  1863,  where 
he  owns  an  estate  of  some  twenty-five  acres,  with  a  commodi- 
ous residence.  Among  his  out  buildings  is  a  shop  well  fur- 
nished with  tools  and  machinery  for  working  in  wood  and 
metals,  affording  him  ample  facilities  for  the  gratification  of 
his  mechanical  taste.  Here  he  has  perfected  several  inven- 
tions. On  the  19th  of  December,  1854,  he  patented  his  four- 
motion  feed,  whereby  the  flat,  toothed  surface,  being  in  con- 
tact with  the  cloth,  is  m.oved  forward,  carrying  the  cloth  with 
it,  then  drops  a  little,  so  as  not  to  touch  the  cloth,  then  moves 
backward,  then  rises  up  against  the  cluth,  and  is  again  ready 
for  the  first  motion.    This  feed  is  at  once  simple  and  effective. 

In  1865  Mr.  Wilson  erected  a  fine  hotel,  with  a  large 
public  hall,  at  North  Adams,  Mass. 


History  of  Bridgeport. 


The  manufactory  was  continued  at  Watertown  until  1S56, 
when,  owing  to  the  increase  of  the  business,  the  property  of 
the  Jerome  Clock  Company,  at  Bridgeport,  was  purchased. 
Additions  to  the  old  brick  factory  already  on  the  premises, 
were  made  from  time  to  time.  A  portion  of  these  buildings, 
including  the  clock  factory,  was  burned  December  12,  1875, 
but  was  at  once  rebuilt. 

In  the  work  shops  of  the  company  are  made  the  needles 
and  other  minor  attachments  needed  for  the  great  variety  of 
work  to  which  the  machine  is  adapted.  Extensive  shops  are 
also  devoted  to  the  cabinet  work.  The  new  finish  of  the 
latter  by  the  use  of  the  wood-filling,  was  patented  January 
18,  1876,  by  Mr.  Wheeler.  This  invention  is  of  value,  not 
only  to  manufacturers  of  sewing  machines,  but  in  every  line 
of  cabinet  work  in  which  it  is  desirable  to  give  a  high  polish 
to  hard  woods.  The  process  occupies  less  than  one-half  of 
the  time,  and  the  materials  cost  much  less  than  in  any  of  the 
processes  previously  in  use. 


WHEELER  AND  WILSON's  "  D,  IO"  MACHINE,  FIRST  PRODUCED  IN  OCTOBER,  18S5. 


Various  improvements  of  this  machine  have  been  made 
from  time  to  time,  by  the  expenditure  of  nearly  $500,000 
upon  experiments,  resulting  in  the  "  Improved  Wheeler  and 
Wilson  machine,  Nos.  6,  7  and  8."    To  the  two  first  awards 
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were  made  at  Vienna  in  1S73,  and  at  Philadelphia  in  1S76, 
corresponding  to  the  awards  to  the  old  machine  at  London 
in  1862,  and  at  Paris  in  1867. 

Machines  adapted  to  various  kinds  of  work,  both  on 
leather  and  cloth,  have  been  produced  in  the  best  styles  and 
with  the  most  advantageous  improvements. 

Mr.  Wheeler  took  a  leading  part  in  forming  the  combin- 
ation, in  1856,  of  the  principal  sewing  machine  companies. 
The  three  companies  which  were  parties  in  it,  the  Wheeler 
and  Wilson,  the  Singer,  and  the  Grover  and  Baker,  had 
begun  business  about  the  same  time,  and  the  patents  under 
which  they  were  working  were  granted  between  November 
12,  1850,  and  August  12,  185 1. 


WHEELER  AND  WILSON  NO.  8  MACHINE  AS  CONSTRUCTED  IN  1SS5. 


The  ofificers  of  the  Wheeler  and  Wilson  company  at  its 
organization,  were:  Alanson  Warren,  President;  George  P. 
Woodruff,  Secretary  and  Treasurer;  and  Nathaniel  Wheeler, 
General  Manager.  Mr.  Warren  resigned  his  office  in  1855, 
and  Mr.  Wheeler  was  elected  president,  retaining  the  office 
of  general  manager.  Mr.  Woodruff  resigned  his  offices  in 
1855,  being  succeeded  by  William  H.  Perry. 

Mr.  Wheeler  has  represented  his  district  in  the  State 
Senate,  and  was  also  one  of  the  commissioners  for  the  build- 
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ing  the  State  Capitol  at  Hartford,  the  greatest  public  enter- 
prise ever  undertaken  by  the  State. 

WiUiaiii  IF.  Perry  is  a  native  of  Woodstock,  Conn., 
and  when  a  young  man  was  a  school  teacher;  after  which  he 
was  employed  by  his  brother,  who  was  a  contractor  in  the 
armory  of  Samuel  Colt,  at  Hartford,  Ccinn.  Having  acquired 
in  this  employment  practical  skill  as  a  machinist,  he  engaged 
with  his  brother  to  execute  a  portion  of  the  latter's  contract. 
In  1855  he  went  to  Watertown,  Conn.,  and  became  book- 
keeper in  the  office  of  the  Wheeler  and  Wilson  Manufacturing 
Company,  and  >.vas  appointed  the  next  year  superintendent  of 
the  factory.  In  July,  1S56,  he  was  elected  secretary  and 
treasurer,  which  offices,  with  that  of  superintendent,  he  still 
holds. 

The  principal  buildings  of  this  company,  situated  in  the 
east  district  of  Bridgeport,  on  East  Washington  avenue, 
consist  of  a  main  factory  for  metal  working,  assembling, 
testing,  etc.,  occupying  one  complete  square,  368  by  307  feet, 
under  one  roof;  a  wood-working  factory,  covering  a  second 
square,  526  by  219  feet;  a  foundry  and  needle  factory  upon  a 
third,  368  by  232  feet;  the  works  altogether  covering  over 
seven  acres  of  ground. 

The  main  machinery  room  is  that  in  which  the  principal 
mechanical  operations  are  performed  in  the  production  of  the 
metal  parts  of  the  sewing  machines.  This  fire  proof  room  is 
L-shaped,  300  feet  in  length,  2ig  feet  in  width  in  one  part,  and 
100  in  the  other.  Power  is  distributed  from  four  main  lines  of 
shafting,  which  have  not  perceptibly  deviated  from  correct 
adjustment  since  they  were  first  placed  in  position. 

The  Hoive  Sewing  Machine  Companij  was  organ- 
ized in  1865,  and  located  on  Kossuth  street,  Bridgeport. 

Elias  Howe,  Jr.,  was  born  at  Spencer,  Mass.,  in  I019, 
his  father  being  a  farmer  and  miller.  Here  he  resided  until 
1835,  when,  with  his  parents'  reluctant  consent,  he  went  to 
Lowell,  Mass.,  to  learn  a  trade  in  a  large  cotton  mill,  where 
he  continued  until  the  financial  troubles  of  1837.  Being  then 
out  of  work  he  went  to  Cambridge,  where  he  obtained  em- 
ployment on  the  new  hemp  carding  machine  invented  by 
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ELIAS  HOWE,  JR. 


Prof.  Treadwell.  His  cousin,  Nathaniel  P.  Banks,  since 
speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  Maj(jr  General, 
worked  in  the  same  shop  with  him.  From  this  place  he  went 
to  Boston,  to  the  shop  of  Ari  Davis,  where  he  heard  a  sewing 
machine  first  mentioned  as  a  mechanical  possibility.  At 
twenty-one  years  of  age  he  married,  and  continued  a  jour- 
neyman machinist.  About  1843  he  began  to  investigate  the 
proposition  of  making  a  sewing  machine  in  hope  of  securing 
a  better  fortune  than  the  wages  of  a  journeyman  would  ever 
give.  Hundreds  of  hours  of  both  night  and  day  he  studied 
and  worked,  but  without  success,  until  one  day  in  1844  the 
idea  flashed  upon  him  of  using  two  threads  and  forming  a 
stitch  by  the  aid  of  a  shuttle  and  a  curved  needle  with  the 
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eye  near  the  point,  and  he  then  felt  he  had  invented  a  sewing 
machine.  In  October  of  the  same  year  he  had  demonstrated, 
by  a  rough  model,  that  such  a  machine  would  sew,  but  he 
was  poor,  having  ceased  to  be  a  journeyman,  and  the  days  of 
darkness  were  upon  him. 

Under  these  circumstances  he  sought  help,  and  found  it 
in  a  friend  named  George  Fisher,  and  by  him,  upon  the  value 
of  half  the  invention,  was  placed  in  circumstances  where  he 
could  construct  a  machine,  although  under  great  want  of 
advantages.  All  the  winter  of  1844-5  ^^f"-  Howe  worked  on 
his  machine  and  in  April  he  sewed  a  seam  with  it,  and  by  the 
middle  of  May,  1S45,  had  completed  his  work.  In  July  he 
sewed  with  his  machine  all  the  seams  of  two  suits  of  woolen 
clothes,  one  for  Mr.  Fisher  and  the  other  for  himself.  This 
first  machine,  after  crossing  the  ocean  many  times,  and  figur- 
ing as  a  dumb,  but  irrefutable  witness,  in  many  a  court,  is 
still  preserved.  The  accompanying  cut  illustrates  the  first 
sewing  machine  made  by  Elias  Howe,  Jr.,  completed  in  April, 
1845,  and  claimed  by  him  to  have  "sewed  the  first  seam  made 
by  machinery." 
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Mr.  Howe  now  worked  another  year  to  make  a  model  to 
deposit  in  the  patent  office,  which  was  accomplished,  and  his 
patent  issued  September  10,  1S46. 

Two  years  Mr.  Howe  labored  to  introduce  his  machine 
both  in  i\merica  and  England,  when  he  returned  from  the 
latter  country  with  onl}-  half  a  crown  as  the  income  for  all  his 
labors  on  the  invention.  Upon  his  return  he  found  a  number 
of  sewing  machines  in  the  field  of  curiosity  and  competition, 
and  then  followed  numberless  vexations  and  some  law  suits. 
A  statement  in  a  historical  sketch  of  Mr.  Howe's  work  says, 
that  by  the  time  the  extension  of  Mr.  Howe's  patent  expired 
in  1867,  the  amount  he  had  received  for  his  machines  did  not 
"fall  short  of  two  million  dollars,"  or  that,  "as  Mr.  Howe 
had  devoted  twenty-seven  years  of  his  life  to  the  invention 
and  development  of  the  sewing  machine,  the  public  had  com- 
pensated him  at  the  rate  of  $75,000  a  year.  It  had  cost  him, 
however,  immense  sums  to  defend  his  rights,  and  he  was  then 
very  far  from  being  the  richest  of  the  sewing  machine  kings." 


BUILDINGS  OF  THE  HOWE  MACHINE  COMPANY. 


The  buildings  for  the  manufacture  of  the  Howe  machines 
were  erected  in  Bridgeport  in  1865,  and  formed  an  extensive 
and  imposing  establishment  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  har- 
bor, in  full  view  from  the  railroad  station  and  the  public 
travel,  and  they  are  somewhat  represented  in  the  accompany- 
ing miniature  engraving.  A  considerable  portion  of  these 
buildings  were  destroyed  by  fire  in  1883,  but  soon  after 
rebuilt,  although  not  to  the  full  extent  of  the  older  buildings. 
35 
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An  illustration  of  the  latest  improvements  and  most 
complete  machine  of  this  company  is  here  inserted  to  exhibit 
the  historical  progress  of  this  enterprise  as  contrasted  with 
the  machine  when  first  made  and  patented. 


The  American  Hand  Sewing  MacJiine  Comimny 
occupies  a  part  of  the  Bridgeport  Power  Company's  building 
on  South  avenue.  It  was  organized  in  1884,  with  the  follow- 
ing officers,  who  are  the  same  still :  President,  John  J.  Marvin, 
of  New  York;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  E.  R.  Pcarsall,  of 
New  York;  Manager,  A.  M.  Barber,  of  Bridgeport.  The 
principal  office  and  salesroom  is  in  New  York.  The  com- 
pany manufacture  a  hand  sewing  machine,  which  was  patented 
October  21,  1884.  and  it  is  as  ingenious  an  invention  as  has 
been  placed  upon  the  market  for  many  years.  It  has  also 
been  patented  in  Europe  and  every  country  having  patent 
laws. 

The  machine  is  complete  in  every  detail,  may  be  turned 
or  run  by  either  hand  in  any  position,  and  so  easily  that  a 
child  can  use  it.  It  will  make  a  perfect  stitch  through  half  a 
dozen  thicknesses  of  heavy  woolen  goods,  and  makes  250 
stitches  a  minute.  It  is  a  shuttle  machine,  but  the  patent 
covers,  also,  the  chain  and  loop  stitch.  The  skill  displayed 
in  making  the  complicated  machinery  and  tools  for  the  con- 
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struction  of  the  different  parts  shows  but  little  less  inventive 
ability  than  in  producing  the  machine  itself.  The  perfect 
fitting  of  every  part  is  as  necessary  as  in  the  construction  of 
a  watch.  Some  idea  of  the  expense  of  making  these  machines 
may  be  obtained  by  looking  into  the  tool  room,  where  may 
be  seen  a  few  implements,  such  as  could  almost  be  carried 
away  in  a  person's  arms,  which  represent  an  expense  of  $S,ooo 
— this  for  producing  only  one  portion  of  the  machine. 

The  factory  is  fully  equipped  for  the  construction  of  the 
entire  machine,  even  to  the  nickel  plating  used  upon  it. 

At  present  they  employ  but  fifty  hands,  most  of  them 
skilled  mechanics  who  came  to  this  city  with  the  organizers 
of  the  compan_y.  The  business,  although  just  started,  gives 
promise  of  exceeding  the  greatest  expectations  of  the  com- 
pany, for  up  to  the  present  time  they  have  been  unable  to 
produce  the  machine  as  fast  as  demanded  for  market,  but 
they  propose  soon  to  be  able  to  complete  one  thousand  a 
day.  A  hand  bobbin,  which  winds  with  an  automatic  thread 
guide,  accompanies  each  machine,  which  is  claimed  to  be  an 
improvement  on  anything  now  in  the  market. 

Mr.  Adin  M.  Barber,  who  has  obtained  several  patents, 
is  the  patentee,  likewise,  of  a  machine  for  cutting  saw  blades, 
by  which  many  are  cut  at  one  movement  of  the  machine. 
This  he  has  sold  10  the  Diamond  Saw  Company,  in  which  he 
is  also  interested. 

The  WfiDiev  BvotJtevs  Corset  Maiuifactory. —  Prom- 
inent among  the  industries  of  Bridgeport  is  the  corset  factory 
of  Warner  Brothers,  situated  upon  the  south  side  of  the  rail- 
road near  Seaside  Park,  and  having  a  frontage  of  537  feet 
upon  Lafayette,  Atlantic  and  Warren  streets.  It  is  built  ot 
brick  with  blue  stone  trimmings,  and  is  impressive  from  its 
size  and  extensive  frontage  rather  than  from  any  beauty  of 
architecture. 

The  interior  of  the  factory  is  fitted  up  with  more  than 
usual  care  and  taste.  The  rooms  are  high  and  nicely  fur- 
nished, heated  with  steam,  having  abundance  of  light  and  good 
ventilation.  Two  engines  from  the  Pacific  iron  Works,  of 
forty  horse  power  each,  are  employed  to  furnish  the  power 
for  five  hundred  sewing  machines,  beside  eyelet  machines. 


History  of  Brtdgeport. 


steam  presses,  and  two  hundred  machines  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  "  Coraline,"  a  special  article  made  only  by  this  firm, 
and  used  by  them  in  place  of  whalebone  for  stiltening  their 
corsets. 

The  capacity  of  the  factory  is  about  6,000  corsets  dail3% 
and  it  gives  employment  to  from  1,000  to  1,200  hands,  about 
seven-eighths  of  whom  are  women.  The  average  wages  of 
the  corset  stitchers  is  from  eight  to  ten  dollars  per  week,  and 
as  the  work  is  very  clean  and  tidy  it  is  much  sought  after  by 
the  better  class  of  help. 

This  factory  was  first  established  in  Bridgeport  in  1876, 
since  which  time  it  has  been  enlarged  four  times  and  more 
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than  quadrupled  in  size.  It  is  the  just  boast  of  the  proprie- 
tors that  their  factory  has  never  been  shut  down  a  single 
working  day,  except  for  necessary  repairs,  it  has  never  run 
on  short  hours,  and  no  help  has  ever  been  discharged  for  the 
purpose  of  reducing  production. 

Beside  the  manufacture  of  corsets  the  Messrs.  Warrer 
Brothers  are  also  largely  engaged  in  making  base  balls  ;  the 
production  this  year  averaging  about  3,000  balls  daily.  This 
industry  occupies  about  one-sixth  of  the  factory  and  gives 
employment  to  300  hands  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year 
The  firm  consists  of  Dr.  I.  DeVer  Warner,  who  resides  in 
Bridgeport  and  has  charge  of  the  manufacture  of  the  goods, 


SEA  SIDE  INSTITUTE. 


This  building  was  erected  by  Warner  Br^tliers  for  the 
use  of  their  employees  in  1887.  It  comprises  a  Restaurant, 
Free  Reading  Room,  Library,  Bath  Rooms,  a  large  Public 
Hall,  and  Rooms  for  Evening  Classes.  It  is  a  very  elegant 
and  substantial  building  of  granite,  brownstone  and  pressed 
brick,  costing  $60,000,  and  is  located  on  the  corner  of  Lafay- 
ette and  Atlantic  streets,  Bridgeport. 
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and  Dr.  Lucien  C.  Warner,  who  resides  in  New  York  and 
has  charge  of  the  sales.  They  are  natives  of  central  New 
York,  though  their  ancestors  are  of  New  England  descent. 
They  were  both  educated  as  physicians,  Dr.  I.  D.  Warner 
graduating  in  1862,  and  Dr.  L.  C.  Warner  in  1S66.  Previous 
to  1S74  the}'  were  engaged  in  the  work  of  their  profession, 
part  of  the  time  practicing  medicine  at  Cortland,  New  York, 
and  part  of  the  time  lecturing  throughout  the  country  on 
hygiene  and  kindred  topics. 

The  transition  from  the  practice  of  medicine  to  the  man- 
ufacture of  corsets  is  not  so  difficult  as  at  first  appears.  The 
intelligent  physician  is  bound  to  consider  the  question  of 
dress  in  its  relation  to  health.  Corsets,  as  they  were  worn 
twelve  years  ago,  were  mostly  instruments  of  torture.  Their 

,     shape  had  little  suggestion  of  the  "  human  form  divine,"  and 

;  the  chief  thought  seemed  to  have  been  to  make  them  as  stiff 
and  unyielding  as  possible.  Fashionable  modistes  failed  to 
recognize  that  a  corset  which  prevented  the  natural  bending 
and  twisting  of  the  body,  not  only  was  unhealthy  and  un- 

;  comfortable,  but  also  unsightly.  Only  that  degree  of  rigidity 
is  required  which  will  prevent  the  dress  from  wrinkling  at 
the  waist  and  if  the  corset  is  properly  fitted  to  the  figure  this 
can  be  accomplished  without  seriously  restricting  the  ease 
and  graceful  movements  of  the  body.    Physicians  had  long 

'  recognized  the  evils  of  ill-fitting  and  rigid  corsets,  but  they 
lacked  the  mechanical  skill  and  business  sagacity  to  work 
out  the  needed  reformation.  This  the  Drs.  Warner  pos- 
sessed, for  they  had  a  natural  taste  for  invention  and  busi- 
ness, which  their  professional  training  had  not  been  able  to 
obliterate.  A  few  corsets  were  first  made  for  their  own  lady 
patients,  and  these  were  received  with  so  great  favor  that 
they  soon  abandoned  their  practice  and  devoted  their  entire 
time  to  the  development  and  extension  of  their  business. 
This  has  been  prosperous  beyond  all  precedent.  Within 
five  years  they  were  in  the  very  front  rank  of  corset  makers 
of  this  country,  and  to-day  their  name  is  recognized  through- 
.out  both  Europe  and  America  as  that  of  the  leading  corset 
house  of  the  world. 

The  superior  shape  and  style  of  the  corsets  which  the 
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Drs.  Warner  introduced  have  been  largely  copied  by  other 
manufacturers,  and  thus  a  complete  revolution  has  been  made 
in  the  style  of  corsets  worn  in  this  countr}  .  Through  their 
labor  and  influence  a  corset  no  longer  means  to  a  lady  tight 
lacing,  physical  torture,  contracted  chest,  and  ruined  health, 
but  it  performs  the  natural  functions  of  a  garment  for  pre- 
serving health,  beauty  and  comfort. 

The  Bi'idtjejiort  Corset  CoDipany  are  located  on  the 
corner  of  Noble  avenue  and  Burroughs  street.  The  proprie- 
tors are  1.  W.  Birdsey  and  Company,  VV.  C.  Sherwood 
superintendent.  They  occupied  at  first  a  room  in  the  build- 
ing of  the  Howe  Manufacturing  Company  until  the  tire  of 
December,  1S83,  when  they  removed  to  their  present  place 
in  what  is  known  as  the  Frary  Cutlery  building.  They  began 
at  first  in  a  building  15  by  20  feet  with  the  help  of  five  or  six 
persons,  now  they  employ  about  300  and  make  150  dozen  cor- 
sets per  day.  They  have  a  branch  house  in  Birmingham, 
Conn., — the  Birdsey  Corset  Company — and  with  the  work  of 
these  two  and  two  other  companies  their  united  production 
is  700  dozen  per  day.  The  one  business  house  of  these  com- 
panies is  71  Leonard  street.  New  York.  In  the  manufacture 
of  these  goods  whalebone  is  nearly  excluded  and  tricora 
fiber  is  used  instead.  Several  complicated  machines  are  used 
in  this  work.  Everything  in  the  business  is  so  thoroughly 
systematized  by  the  superintendent  and  furnished  with  ma- 
chinery by  the  company  that  corsets  can  be  made  and  sfjld  at 
an  exceedingly  low  price  and  coinfortable  dividends  made  to 
the  stockholders. 

Thomson,  Lamjdon  (ind  Coinpfnuj,  manufacturers 
of  corsets,  are  located  at  the  corner  of  Railroad  and  Myrtle 
avenues.  The  proprietors  are  Charles  H.  Langdon,  of  New 
York  and  W.  A.  Nettleton,  of  Bridgeport,  who  were  estab- 
lished in  1876,  but  reorganized  January  i,  1885,  retaining  the 
same  name.  They  employ  on  an  average  350  hands,  their 
goods  all  being  sold  through  the  New  York  house,  70  Worth 
street.  Their  average  daily  product  is  125  dozen  corsets. 
Their  building  is  finely  located,  120  feet  long  and  40  wide, 
four  stories  in  height.  Their  specialties  are  the  Thomson 
glove-fitting  corsets,  and  their  patent  unbreakable  corset  steels. 
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H.  W.  Lijon  is  corset  manufacturer  at  88  Middle  street. 
He  commenced  at  his  present  place,  January  i,  1885,  the 
making  of  the  crown  corset,  having-  a  standing-  contract  for 
all  he  can  produce.  He  was  engaged  previously  with  Thom- 
son. Langdon  and  Company,  in  1877,  and  began  the  manufac- 
ture of  corsets  by  himself  in  1880,  at  25  State  street,  employ- 
ing 250  hands,  but  after  a  time  closed  his  business  there.  He 
then  managed  a  branch  manulactory  for  I.  Newman  and  Co., 
of  New  Haven,  located  in  Bridgeport. 

Jerome  JS.  Sccov,  manufacturer  of  sewing  machines,  is 
located  on  corner  of  Broad  street  and  Railroad  avenue.  He 
came  to  this  city  in  the  autumn  of  1870,  from  Chicago,  111., 
with  the  Secor  Machine  Company.  That  company  was  dis- 
solved in  1876,  and  he  continued  to  manufacture  machines  in 
his  own  name.  He  employs  about  one  hundred  persons, 
manufacturing  entirely  on  orders  for  the  Avery  and  Empress 
machines.  He  is  under  contract  to  furnish  200  weekly  of  the 
Avery  and  500  per  month  of  the  Empress,  the  latter  being 
comparatively  a  new  machine.  All  goods  go  to  the  New 
York  house. 

TJie  Cfin field  TtuhJ)e)'  Coinpain/,  successors  to  Isaac 
A.  Canfield,  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  was  incorporated  and 
established  here  in  February,  18S5.  They  are  located  on 
Railroad  avenue,  corner  of  Myrtle.  The  officers  are:  Ratclifi 
Hicks,  of  New  York,  President;  D.  M.  Baldwin,  of  Bridge- 
port, Treasurer;  and  H.  O.  Canfield,  Manager.  They  em- 
ploy forty  hands  and  manufacture  the  Canfield  seamless  dress 
shields,  and  mould  work  of  all  kinds,  and  thousands  of  small 
goods  of  different  styles.  Soon  after  being  established  here 
they  bought  the  rubber  mould  works  of  A.  C.  Andress,  of 
New  Haven,  and  have  made  a  very  successful  beginning,  up 
to  the  present  time.  They  have  two  great  advantages,  the 
one  is  the  complete  furnishing  of  their  establishment  to  make 
goods  of  all  descriptions  in  their  line,  and  the  other  is  the 
fact  that  their  foreman,  Mr.  H.  O.  Canfield,  is  not  only  thor- 
oughly a  practical  man,  but  also  skilled  in  the  art  of  working 
the  various  materials  of  which  the  goods  are  constructed  into 
the  most  perfect  form  and  finish.    The  capital  stock  is  $50,000. 
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The  history  of  the  Canhelds — father  and  son — in  developing 
this  line  of  goods  is  very  interesting  and  extends  over  a  num- 
ber of  years  of  practical  study,  in  a  rubber  manufactory  in 
Naugatuck,  Conn. 

The  Bridfjepoft  Fapev  Boor  Contpany,  located  at 
76  Middle  street,  was  established  January  i,  1S77.  The  firm 
consists  of  E.  L.  White,  of  Bridgeport,  and  E.  \V.  Smith,  of 
Waterburv,  and  they  employ  150  hands  and  occupy  the  upper 
part  of  the  large  building  on  Middle  street.  They  produce 
hundreds  of  different  sizes  and  styles  of  square  boxes,  turning 
out  1000  daily.  The  business  conducted  with  the  machinery 
requires  much  skill  and  dexterity  in  making  and  hnishing  the 
boxes  so  rapidly. 

Ives,  Blakeslee  (iiid  CoiHpani/,  manufacturers  of  toys 
and  novelties,  are  located  on  Broad  street  and  corner  of  Rail- 
road avenue.  The  company  was  established  by  E.  R.  Ives 
and  Cornelius  Blakeslee,  in  the  spring  of  1S6S.  In  1S80  E.  G. 
Williams,  of  New  York,  was  added  to  the  hrm,  and  thus  the 
company  continues.  They  employ  on  an  average  forty  per- 
sons in  the  factory  here,  but  their  branch  manufactories,  two 
in  New  York  and  one  in  Philadelphia,  make  .a  large  number 
indirectly  in  their  employ. 

Their  specialties  are  mechanical  to\'S,  Fourth  of  July  and 
holiday  goods,  which,  with  all  their  goods,  are  handled 
through  their  New  York  house,  at  297  Broadway,  and  sold 
largely  by  traveling  representatives  of  their  store.  Their 
quarto  illustrated  catalogue  of  over  thirty  pages,  and  their 
octavo  catalogue  of  192  pages,  represent  somewhat  adequately 
their  line  of  products. 

The  Bi'idf/epovt  Jlarhine  Too/  Uor7,'s,  E.  P.  Bul- 
lard,  of  New  York,  proprietor,  W.  H.  BuUard,  of  Bridgeport, 
manager,  are  located  on  the  corner  of  Broad  street  and  Rail- 
road avenue.  This  business  was  established  here  in  1880,  as 
a  branch  of  the  New  York  house,  for  the  special  purpose  of 
making  a  particular  line  of  goods — namely,  the  manufacture 
of  lathes.  They  employ  seventy-five  hands,  and  a  general 
increase  has  been  and  probably  will  be  needed,  since  they  are 
behind  on  orders.  In  the  first  fifteen  months  180  lathes  were 
36 
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produced.  The  standard  of  its  workmanship  has  been  gradii- 
allv  increased,  and  it  is  recognized  by  mechanics  at  home  and 
abroad  as  a  superior  instrument,  furnished  at  a  less  price  than 
other  like  tools,  in  proportion  to  its  producing  capacity. 

The  lifidfjepoft  I>i'(fss  Company  is  located  on  Cres- 
cent avenue,  near  East  Main  street.  In  1863  D.  W.  Kissam, 
Samuel  R.  Wilmot  and  John  Davol,  owners  of  the  Wilmot 
and  Kissam  Manufacturing  Company,  a  corporation  doing 
business  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  recognizing  the  advantages  of 
Bridgeport  as  a  manulacturing  city,  removed  their  business 
to  this  place  and  formed  the  Bridgeport  Brass  Company, 
with  a  capital  of  $150,000,  of  which  corporation  John  Davol 
was  President:  S.  R.  Wilmot,  Treasurer;  and  D.  \V.  Kissam, 
Secretary.  In  1S77  William  H.  Davol,  son  of  John  Davol, 
succeeded  his  father  as  president. 

The  company  engaged  in  the  general  manufacture  of 
brass  wire,  tubing  and  sheets,  and  also  of  many  articles  of 
which  brass  is  the  principal  component  part,  specially  of 
kerosene  oil  burners  and  lamps,  in  the  manufacture  of  which 
a  larger  amount  of  brass  is  consumed  than  any  one  article  for 
which  brass  is  used  ;  and  they  are  still  largely  engaged  in  this 
branch  of  the  business.  In  the  year  18S0  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  capital  stock  was  purchased  from  the  estate  of 
John  Davol  by  Charles  M.  Mitchell,  George  E.  Somers, 
Charles  A.  Hamilton,  and  Fred.  A.  Mason,  of  Waterbury, 
Conn.,  and  Charles  L.  Mitchell,  of  New  Haven — present 
member  of  Congress  from  second  district  of  Connecticut. 
Charles  M.  Mitchell  became  President;  Fred.  A.  Mason, 
Vice  President  and  Treasurer  :  George  E.  Somers,  General 
Superintendent  of  the  manufacturing  department:  D.  W. 
Kissam  remaining  Secretary,  which  office  he  has  filled  since 
the  organization  of  the  company  in  1865. 

The  company's  business  and  manufacturing  facilities 
have  largely  increased  until  they  now  occupy  about  two 
acres  of  ground  in  the  heart  of  East  Bridgeport,  and  employ 
about  300  workmen.  Their  pay  roll  amounts  to  §150,000  per 
annum.  They  consume  annually  2,500  tons  of  coal,  and  more 
than  2,000,000  pounds  of  copper  and  zinc,  in  the  composition 
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of  brass.  Thej  run  four  engines  ot  a  combined  horse  power 
of  five  hundred. 

Many  branches  have  been  added  to  their  business,  such 
as  the  manufacture  of  seamless  brass  and  copper  tubes,  clock 
movements,  insulated  copper  wire  of  all  kinds,  for  electrical 
conductors. 

This  company  were  the  first  to  introduce  and  manufac- 
ture what  is  known  as  hard  drawn  copper  wire,  of  which 
many  thousands  of  miles  are  now  used  for  telegraphic  and 
telephonic  lines  instead  of  iron,  owing  to  its  greater  con- 
ductivity of  the  electrical  fluid. 

From  the  above  record  it  may  be  seen  that  the  amount 
of  the  annual  pay  roll  equals  the  amount  of  capital  stock,  and 
therefore  an  immense  amount  of  sales  must  be  effected. 

ISIr.  2?.  McGoverii,  manufacturer  of  tools  and  machines. 
This  business  ma}'  be  described  as  that  of  a  machinist,  tool 
and  model  maker,  and  manufacturer  of  automatic  and  special 
machinery,  dies,  punches,  brass,  steel,  and  all  descriptions  of 
light  metallic  goods  and  hardware.  Besides  these  articles 
Mr.  McGovern  manufactures  Brooks'  patent  combination 
padlock  and  Reinhardt's  numbering  machine,  and  several 
devices  of  his  own  invention;  among  them  are  a  "safety 
stirrup,"  the  "cowboy's  friend,"  the  "anti-rattlers,"  and 
others.  A  specialty  is  "  McGovern's  combination  Lock." 
At  present  Mr.  McGovern  is  employing  about  forty  hands. 
His  shop  is  located  on  the  corner  of  Noble  and  Sterling 
streets. 

The  Bridfjepoi't  Knife  Company  was  organized  in 
1876,  and  are  located  on  East  Washington  avenue,  corner 
Hallett  street;  capital  stock  $100,000.  They  manufacture 
table  knives  and  forks  in  a  large  variety  of  styles,  and  other 
household  goods.  Their  present  production  is  18,000  knives 
and  forks  per  day,  employing  over  300  persons.  Their  agents 
canvass  every  State  and  Territory  in  the  Union,  and  all 
important  places  are  visited  by  these  salesmen  at  least  every 
two  months.  Considerable  attention  has  been  given  to 
exports,  especially  to  South  America,  on  both  the  east  and 
west  coast.    In  the  first  week  of  March,  1886,  they  shipped 
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goods  to  the  following  places:  Callao,  Arequipa,  Molende, 
Cumana,  Iquique,  Lima  La  Pay,  Arica,  and  Para.  It  takes 
from  two  to  three  months  to  reach  some  of  the  interior  places 
of  South  xAmerica.  Goods  for  this  purpose  are  shipped  to 
the  ports  of  that  country  packed  in  boxes  not  exceeding  fifty 
pounds  weight,  and  then  transported  on  pack  mules  to  their 
places  of  destination.  These  boxes  are  lined  with  tin  to  pre- 
vent the  articles  from  being  injured  by  rust.  The  new  cata- 
logue of  this  company  of  114  pages,  describes  nearly  1,000 
different  kinds  of  cutlery.  By  a  telegraph  code,  distant  mer- 
chants are  enabled  to  order  large  assortments  of  goods  with 
very  few  words,  by  which  delays  of  shipment  and  much 
expense  of  traveling  are  avoided. 

In  the  manufacture  of  these  goods  a  large  amount  of 
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machinery  is  required,  a  great  portion  ot  which  hns  been 
designed  by  this  company.  Such  has  been  the  sale  of  their 
goods  that  during  1SS5  they  have  continued  their  business  in 
all  departments  on  full  time.  The  officers  are:  President, 
Anton  Trunk;  Vice-President,  C.  J.  Hcaly,  of  New  York; 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  W.  H.  Bliss;  who  are  also  the 
directors. 

Glover  Saufoi'd  and  Sons,  hat  manufacturers,  are 
located  at  318  Crescent  avenue.  The  members  of  this  com- 
pany came  from  the  town  of  Bridgewater,  in  Litchfield 
county,  Conn.,  where  Glover  Sanford  had  conducted  the 
manufacture  of  hats  from  the  year  1S23,  until  his  sons  became 
associated  with  him,  and  the  firm  of  Glover  Sanford  and 
Sons  continued  the  same  business  there  until  their  removal 
to  Bridgeport. 

In  1877  they  purchased  the  site  and  buildings  known  as 
the  Williams  Silk  Mills,  and  upon  that  site  built  their  present 
buildings — the  main  building  being  375  feet  in  length  and  50 
in  width,  three  stories  in  height.  They  employ  on  an  average 
200  hands,  and  turn  out  200  dozen  hats  per  day,  but  have  the 
capacity  of  550  dozen  per  day.  They  make  men's,  boy's, 
children's,  and  ladies'  felt  hats  of  three  hundred  styles,  there 
being  seventy-five  dififerent  processes  each  hat  passes  through 
before  it  is  finished.  The  business  requires  a  150-horse  power 
engine  and  a  450  boiler.  The  building  is  furnished  with  patent 
sprinklers,  so  that  in  case  of  fire  any  room  could  be  flooded 
with  water  in  a  few  minutes.  It  is  probably  one  of  the  most 
completely  arranged  and  well  furnished  manufactories  in  the 
country,  and  deserves  the  remarkable  success  it  possesses. 
Glover  Sanford,  the  founder  and  father,  died  May  30,  1878, 
after  enjoying  for  a  time  a  satisfactory  reward  for  the  many 
struggles  of  his  earlier  life.  Frederick  S.  Sanford,  one  of  the 
sons,  died  in  1876;  Charles  H.,  Homer  B.,  and  Edward  G. 
Sanford,  other  sons,  are  living  and  actively  engaged  in  the 
business.  Charles  H.,  Jr.,  Frederick  H.,  son  of  Homer  B., 
and  Glover  E.,  son  of  Edward  G.  Sanford,  are  also  engaged 
with  their  fathers  in  the  business. 

The  Uridf/epoft  Powers  Conipftnn  have  a  large  brick 
building  on  the  corner  of  Water  street  and  South  avenue,  and 
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besides  their  specialty  in  the  manufacture  of  squares,  they 
furnish  power  and  room  for  several  other  manufacturing- 
enterprises.  They  have  a  capital  stock,  paid  in,  of  $65,000, 
and  employ  fifteen  hands.  The  officers  are:  H.  Kelsey, 
President  and  Treasurer;  Frank  B.  Bradley,  Secretary  and 
Manager. 

The  Jirhlfjcpovt  Tack  Woi'hs  are  located  in  the  build- 
ings of  the  Bridgeport  Power  Compan3%  and  they  manufacture 
tacks  of  every  description,  making  a  three-penny,  fine  steel, 
polished  nail  a  specialty.  The  business  was  established  in 
September,  1884,  by  Mr.  E.  Gowdy,  the  proprietor.  Me 
employs  about  ten  hands,  making  up  thirty  tons  of  stock 
monthly.  The  advantage  of  machinery  is  here  seen  in  the 
fact  that  one  boy  attends  six  machines. 

ZLfr.  TF.  jE".  Fitzfjevald  is  located  in  the  Bridgeport 
Power  Company's  buildings,  corner  of  South  avenue  and 
Water  street.  He  was  established  here  July  i,  1884,  and 
manufactures  button  hooks  and  other  specialties. 

Tlie  Diamond  Saic  ComiuDiy  is  located  in  the  Bridge- 
port Power  Company's  building,  with  a  capital  of  $100,000. 
The  officers  are:  C.  B.  Newcomb,  of  New  York,  President; 
VV.  S.  Edwards,  of  Boston,  Treasurer  and  Manager;  J.  D. 
Edwards,  of  Bridgeport,  Superintendent.  Their  main  office 
is  in  Boston.  They  are  successors  to  M.  Brown  and  Company, 
incorporated  under  New  York  State  laws,  but  established  in 
this  city  July  i,  18S5.  They  have  only  just  commenced  the 
production  of  saws,  employing  from  forty  to  fifty  hands,  but 
vhen  in  full  operation  will  turn  out  20,000  weekly.  They 
can  manufacture  saws  of  any  description  and  very  rapidly, 
owning  the  so-called  Hack  machine,  which  cuts  sixty  blades 
at  a  time.  They  own,  also,  the  patent  Hack  frame,  and 
make  the  butcher  or  meat  saws  on  the  same  plan.  The  busi- 
ness is  very  successful. 

The  Com2)i'essed  I*aper  Box  Company  is  located  in 
the  buildings  of  the  Bridgeport  Power  Company,  and  they 
manufacture  patent  pressed  paper  boxes  of  many  descriptions, 
round  and  square,  paper  cans,  and  strong  paper  boxes  specially 
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for  hardware.  They  were  established  December  i,  1883,  with 
a  capital  stock  of  $50,000.  The  officers  are:  Amos  S.  Treat, 
President;  W.  E.  Baillie,  Secretary  and  Treasurer;  Jonathan 
Godfrey,  Superintendent.  They  manufacture  on  orders  only, 
the  Union  Metallic  Cartridge  Company  taking  most  of  thei" 
productions. 

The  Ashcvoft  Mauufactio'ing  Co)npantj  have  just 
come  to  Bridgeport  from  Boston,  and  erected  a  new  building 
during  the  winter  of  1S85  and  6,  200  feet  long  by  50  wide, 
four  stories  high,  but  which  is  not  quite  finished.  They  will 
employ  250  hands,  many  of  them  coming  with  the  company 
from  Boston  the  first  of  May  next.  Charles  A.  Moore, 
of  New  York,  is  President  and  General  Manager;  Martin 
Luscomb,  Secretary  and  Treasurer  ;  H.  F.  Manning,  Assistant 
Treasurer;  and  G.  W.  Richardson,  Superintendent.  There 
is  to  be  a  foundry  60  feet  by  40,  connected  with  it,  although  a 
large  part  of  their  goods  are  made  of  brass. 

The  Kiiapp  and  Co  teles  ^lanufaetiiri  iifj  Company 
were  successors  to  Cowles  Hardware  Company,  and  tliey 
to  Cowles  and  Company,  and  they  to  David  A.  Keys,  who 
was  the  original  manufacturer  of  the  first  mincing  knives 
made  in  i\merica,  to  be  placed  upon  the  market.  The 
original  manufacturer  and  the  two  successors  were  located 
at  Unionville,  in  the  town  of  Farmington,  Conn.  The  lead- 
ing articles  produced  at  that  place  by  the  first  companies 
were  tiie  mincing  knife  and  screw  drivers,  and  these  were 
placed  in  the  markets  only  of  New  York,  Boston  and  Phila- 
delphia. 

The  Knapp  and  Cowles  Company  came  to  Bridgeport 
and  commenced  the  erection  of  their  commodious  brick 
factory  on  Railroad  avenue  and  Garden  street,  in  July,  1884, 
and  in  November  of  the  same  year  removed  their  entire 
business  to  these  new  buildings. 

The  company  have  increased  their  variety  of  screw 
drivers  until,  instead  of  one,  they  manufacture  lour  patterns, 
including  nearly  fifty  sizes  and  kinds,  which  are  disposed  of, 
as  all  their  articles  are,  in  the  principal  cities  of  the  United 
States,  the  Canadas,  and  foreign  markets.    The  mincing  knife 
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is  still  a  leading  staple,  but  twenty-four  varieties  are  now- 
produced  instead  of  one  at  first.  To  these  have  been  added 
a  full  line  of  garden  tools,  a  variety  of  hammock  and  clothes 
line  hooks,  ice  tools,  awls,  carpet  stretchers,  box  scrapers  and 
openers.  They  are  also  making  the  gecrs  spring  hinge,  and 
a  line  of  specialties  in  the  house  furnishing  goods.  They 
employ  about  thirty  men,  and  as  an  illustration  of  the  facility 
with  which  they  manufacture  goods,  it  may  be  stated  that 
they  produce  in  the  one  leading  article  about  150  dozen  screw 
drivers  per  day. 

The  present  officers  are:  L.  S.  Catlin,  President;  F.  W. 
Stevens,  Vice-President;  George  S.  Knapp,  Treasurer  and 
General  Manager;  and  Martin  Cowles,  Secretary  and  Super- 
intendent. 

The  David  31.  Head  and  Company  are  merchants 
and  carpet  manufacturers.  As  large  manufacturers  of  carpets 
they  merit  a  record  among  the  industries  of  Bridgeport. 

David  M.  Read  was  born  at  Hoosac  Falls,  N.  Y.  His 
parents  soon  after  removed  to  North  Adams,  Mass.,  where  he 
passed  most  of  his  boyhood  life,  attending  the  district  school 
and  then  the  academy.  Me  served  as  dry  goods  clerk  in 
VVilliamstown,  Stockbridge  and  Lenox,  and  in  1857  he  came 
to  Bridgeport  and  entered  the  employ  of  E.  Birdsey  and 
Company,  with  whom  he  remained  until  August,  1857.  Then, 
having  saved  about  $1,500,  he  obtained  as  much  more  of 
Hanford  Lyon,  and  associating  with  him  VV.  B.  Hall,  opened 
a  dry  goods  and  carpet  store  at  227  Main  street.  This  firm 
continued  at  the  old  stand  until  May,  1869,  when  the  store 
was  removed  to  Wheeler's  block,  corner  of  Main  street  and 
Fairfield  avenue,  where  it  still  remains.  The  partnership  of 
Hall  and  Read  continued  until  August  i,  1877,  when  Mr.  Hall 
withdrew,  and  the  business  was  continued  by  Mr.  Read  until 
the  summer  of  1885,  when  the  organization  of  a  stock  company 
was  effected,  and  the  first  floor  and  basement  of  two  build- 
ings, instead  of  one,  were  occupied,  forming  a  very  popular 
and  elegant  place  of  business.  The  business  of  Hall  and  Read 
increased  rapidly — as  did  also  the  city  of  Bridgeport — their 
sales  amounting  at  one  time  to  $500,000  a  year.  During  the 
panics  of  1857,  i86i,  and  1873,  ^^is  house  remained  firm,  and 


Manufacturers  in  Bridgeport . 


289 


at  their  dissolution  enjoyed  the  distinction  of  having  always 
paid  one  hundred  cents  on  the  dollar. 

Mr.  Read,  with  his  brother,  Charles  A.  Read,  began  the 
manufacture  of  ingrain  carpets,  in  a  small  way,  in  Water 
street,  with  two  hand  looms.  Afterwards  they  purchased 
their  present  location  on  Middle  street,  and  increased  their 
business  until  they  were  operating  twenty  looms.  In  1873 
stock  company  was  formed  with  a  capital  of  $55,000,  under 
the  name  of  the  Read  Carpet  Company,  David  M.  Read 
being  president  and  selling  agent.  This  company  owns  the 
block  on  the  corner  of  Fairfield  avenue  and  Middle  street, 
with  a  frontage  of  one  hundred  feet  on  the  former  and  two 
hundred  on  the  latter,  and  have  recently  added  a  block 
adjoining,  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  by  sixty-six  feet.  This 
establishment  has  been  furnished  with  fifty  power  looms  for 
the  purpose  of  manufacturing  ingrain,  Brussels,  and  Axmin- 
ster  carpets,  with  a  capacity  of  450,000  yards  per  year. 

Mr.  Read  has  been  first  alderman  of  the  city  of  Bridge- 
port, a  member  of  the  Common  Council,  member  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  and  member  of  the  school  committee. 
He  is  a  director  in  the  Bridgeport  National  Bank,  and,  with 
the  exception  of  the  first  year,  has  been  president  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  since  its  organization.  He  is  also  a  director 
in  the  Mountain  Grove  Cemetery  Association  and  the  Fair- 
field County  Agricultural  Society.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Connecticut  National  Guard  for  eight  years  as  a  brigade 
commissary,  with  the  rank  01  major,  and  was  an  efficient 
officer.  He  was  acting  commissary-general  at  the  encamp- 
ment of  the  Connecticut  National  Guard  at  the  Centennial 
Exposition  in  Philadelphia  in  1876,  and  was  highly  compli- 
mented by  General  Trowbridge  for  the  executive  ability 
displayed  in  the  management  of  his  department.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  vestry  of  St.  John's  Church. 

On  December  3,  1855,  he  married  Helen  Augusta,  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Philo  F.  Barnum.  They  have  two  sons: 
Charles  Barnum,  treasurer  in  the  D.  M.  Read  Company,  and 
David  F.,  who  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1S83,  and  is  man- 
ager of  the  New  York  office  of  the  Read  Carpet  Company, 
and  one  daughter.  May  Louise.  One  daughter,  Helen  A., 
died  October  13,  1872.  His  residence  is  on  Park  avenue. 
37 


History  of  Bridgeport. 


jBi'idficport  Jlalleable  Iron  Co nipau if  :ire  located  at 
the  corner  of  Railroad  avenue  and  South  street.  This  busi- 
ness was  first  established  here  by  Mr.  Henry  Atwater,  who 
came  from  the  Tuttle  and  Whitmore  Company,  of  Naugatuck, 
and  employed  twenty-three  men,  with  a  capital  of  $30,000. 
In  January,  1879,  six  months  after  he  came  here,  a  stock 
company  under  the  present  name  was  formed,  and  the  busi- 
ness continuing  to  increase  a  reorganization  was  effected  with 
a  capital  of  §200,000,  in  May,  18S4.  Their  buildings  cover  an 
area  of  four  and  a  half  acres,  and  they  employ  from  400  to 
450  hands.  They  make  malleable  and  gray  iron  castings, 
entirely  upon  orders,  producing  an  endless  variety,  or  in  fact, 
anything  that  is  wanted  in  this  line,  being  the  largest  and 
most  fully  equipped  establishment  of  the  kind  east  of  Cleve- 
land, Ohio.  They  make  some  very  heavy  work.  The  officers 
are:  J.  H.  Whittemore,  of  Naugatuck,  President;  W.  K. 
Chase,  Vice-President;  VV.  A.  Griffin,  Treasurer;  Henry 
Atwater,  Secretary  ;  and  A.  S.  Wells,  General  Superintend- 
ent. All  the  officers  except  the  president  reside  in  Bridge- 
port. 


BUILDINGS  OF  THE  BRIDGEPORT  ORGAN  COMPANY. 


TJie  J})'idf/ej)orf  Oi'f/an  Cotnpa n  if  is  located  on  Rail- 
road avenue,  corner  of  Hancock,  and  was  established  June  i, 
1877,  Mr.  J.  T.  Patterson,  from  Birmingham,  Conn.,  proprie- 
tor.   He  manufactures  organs  and  various  kinds  of  musical 
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instruments,  besides  filling  special  orders,  as  desired.  He 
employs  200  hands,  most  of  his  goods  being-  made  for  export 
trade,  having  a  branch  house  at  124  Holborn,  London,  where 
he  keeps  a  heavy  stock.  His  building  is  400  feet  long,  60  feet 
wide,  and  four  stories  high.  A  specialty  is  the  orchestrone, 
a  patented  article,  made  on  contract,  in- five  different  styles 
and  sizes,  and  being  the  only  party  manufacturing  them  in 
this  country. 

The  Vt'esf  End  Mill  is  one  of  the  buildings  erected  b}- 
the  organ  company.  It  is  occupied  by  several  manufacturing 
companies,  and  is  located  on  the  corner  of  Railroad  and  Han- 
cock avenues. 

W.  I}.  JBostwick  and  Coinjxmf/  are  located  in  the 
West  End  ^Jill,  where  the}'  manufacture  vegetable  ivory 
buttons.  Mr.  W.  B.  Bostwick  came  from  New  Milford, 
where  for  about  twenty  years  he  had  been  engaged  with  his 
brother  in  the  same  business.  In  August,  1884,  their  build- 
ings in  that  village  were  burned,  and  then  he  came  to  Bridge- 
port, formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  D.  B.  Seward,  and  estab- 
lished the  present  prosperous  enterprise,  employing  from  70 
to  100  hands. 

In  this  making  of  buttons,  on  orders  only,  there  is  almost 
an  endless  variety  of  styles,  changing  almost  every  season. 
The  Bostwick  brothers,  having  been  among  the  first  pro- 
ducers of  this  kind  of  goods,  are  known  all  over  the  country, 
and  have  had  thus  far  large  success. 

Standoyd  Card  find  JPaper  Company,  located  in 
the  West  End  Mill,  was  established  Ju.ie  i,  1S84,  with  a 
capital  of  $5,000.  Mr.  S.  B.  Hutchinson  is  President  and 
Manager,  and  Mr.  E.  T.  Baram,  Treasurer  and  Secretary. 
They  manufacture  fine  wedding  and  photograph  mounting 
card  board  paper,  entirely  on  orders,  employing  about  fifteen 
hands.  Mr.  S.  B.  Hutchinson  came  here  from  Springfield, 
Mass.,  where  he  learned  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  business. 

Uridgepot't  Silk  Company  occupy  a  part  of  the  West 
End  Mill  and  was  established  October  i,  1882.  Mr.  M.  C.  Pat- 
terson is  the  proprietor  and  manager.    He  came  from  Union 
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Hill,  N.  J.,  where  he  obtained  a  practical  knowledge  of  the 
business.  He  manufactures  dress,  carriage,  umbrella,  and 
upholstering  silks,  making  a  regular  line,  and  also  anything 
in  these  kinds  ot  goods,  to  order.  One  specialty  is  a  pure 
dye  black  silk,  in  stock,  one  of  the  best  articles  in  the  market ; 
and  another  is  the  carriage  goods,  of  which  he  produces  a 
large  line.    He  employs  from  75  to  100  hands. 

Corn  wall  and  Patterson  3Ian  uf acta  ring  Co}npanif 
occupy  a  part  of  the  West  End  ?*Iill,  were  established  here 
October  i,  1879,  with  a  capital  of  §20,000;  J.  B.  Cornwall, 
President  and  Manager.  They  manufacture  piano  and  organ 
hardware,  and  a  line  of  base  ball  goods,  employing  twenty- 
five  men.  They  work  on  contracts,  putting  out  large  quanti- 
ties of  their  base  ball  goods  to  be  made  in  private  families,  a 
feature  of  industry  of  which  there  is  but  very  little  in  Bridge- 
port, most  all  goods  being  made  in  the  manufacturing  build- 
ings. 

UrifJffeport  StceJ  Cutlerfj  Conipant/  is  located  in  the 
West  End  Mill,  and  was  established  in  xMarch,  1SS6;  W. 
Minor  Smith,  President;  E.  R.  1  ves.  Treasurer ;  G.J.Brown, 
Secretary.  Capital,  $5,000.  They  manufacture  shoe  shanks, 
nails  and  steel  work  generally. 

The  Wilniot  and  Ilohhs  JIant(f(tetarin(f  Contpa n  tj, 

on  the  corner  of  Railroad  and  Hancock  avenues,  were  estab- 
lished in  October,  1884,  with  a  capital  of  $125,000.  Their 
building  is  125  by  200  feet,  three  stories.  Samuel  R.  Wilmot, 
President;  Willis  F.  Hobbs,  Secretary;  Charles  M.  Duprey, 
Treasurer.  They  manufacture  cold  rolled  iron  in  various 
forms,  carriage  axle  bo.xes  and  hubs,  steel  bells  and  gongs, 
bicycle  rims  and  felloes,  and  many  other  articles  of  iron, 
steel  and  copper.  They  make  goods  upon  orders  and  are 
driven  night  and  day  to  fill  the  same. 

Saddle-Trees. — The  manufacture  of  saddle-trees  was 
closely  allied  to  the  saddlery  business.  Saddle-trees  were 
early  made  in  a  small  way  in  Danbury  and  at  Hartford,  but 
the  business  was  more  fully  developed  in  Bridgeport  and 
Newark,  N.  J.    While  Newark  manufacturers  supplied  little 
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more  than  the  requirements  of  the  saddlers  of  that  place, 
Bridgeport  supplied  her  home  demands  and  sent  her  products 
in  this  line  all  through  the  country. 

Mr.  Eben  Fairchild,  of  Trumbull,  is  said  to  have  made  the 
first  saddle-trees  in  these  parts.  He  ver}-  privately  separated 
the  parts  of  an  old  saddle,  examined  the  tree,  took  patterns 
of  the  parts,  made  a  dozen  trees,  carried  them  across  the 
fields  to  the  blacksmith  and  had  them  ironed.  They  were 
then,  probably,  suitably  painted  and  varnished  and  placed  in 
market.  The  process  was  repeated  with  increasing  volume, 
and  soon  Mr.  Fairchild  was  joined  by  his  brother  Reuben, 
and  Isaiah  Peet,  having  their  shop  at  Nichols'  Farms.  This 
firm  supplied  the  earlier  Bridgeport  saddlers  and  also  sent 
their  products  to  Hartford  and  Middletown. 

Mr.  Stephen  Hull,  a  blacksmith  from  Danbury,  com- 
menced the  business  on  Main  street.  His  residence  was  on 
the  site  of  the  Connecticut  National  Bank,  and  his  shop 
immediately  north,  which  was  burned  in  the  fire  of  1S35. 
Capt.  William  A.  Peck,  a  leading  manufacturer  later,  learned 
the  business  from  him,  and  perhaps  others  did  the  same. 
The  following  persons  or  firms  were  engaged  in  this  business 
from  1825  to  i860.  David  and  Josiah  Hubbell — later  David 
Hubbell,  S.  and  G.  Sterling,  David  Sterling,  Jr.,  foreman  ; 
F.  Lathrop  and  F".  Lathrop  and  Son;  William  A.  Peck  and 
Company,  and  W.  A.  Peck,  and  Charles  Sherman.  There 
was  also  Fairchild,  Peet  and  Company,  and  F.  P.  Ambler 
and  Sons,  at  Nichols'  Farms;  and  George  Hinman  and  Hin- 
man  and  Edwards,  at  Huntington.  Formerly  the  gig  saddles 
in  harness  were  made  on  wooden  trees,  and  the  gig  trees,  to 
which  Ambler  and  Sons  gave  special  attention,  they  regarded 
as  the  most  profitable  department  of  their  business. 

During  the  late  war  the  United  States  government  re- 
quired  an  immense  number  of  the  regulation  saddle-trees, 
raw-hide  covered;  the  last  named  firm  engaged  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  these  trees  extensively,  and  it  has  been  continued 
by  the  surviving  member  of  the  firm,  although  the  West,  with 
cheaper  material  and  labor,  has  alinost  monopolized  the  mark- 
ets with  her  cheaper  product,  and  the  former  styles  have  been 
superseded.    Not  a  saddle-tree  of  the  old  style  is  now  manu- 
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factured  in  Bridgeport  proper,  where  thousands  of  dozens 
were  formerly  produced. 

PetnhroL'e  Ivon  FoKiidri/,  manufacturers  of  fine,  light 
and  medium  gray  iron  castings,  is  located  at  the  corner  of 
Barnum  and  Hallett  streets.  Besides  making  the  castings  for 
light  machinery  and  sewing  machines  a  specialty,  this  com- 
pany produce  a  large  variet}-  of  castings  for  general  use  in 
machinery.  In  March,  1S72,  the  enterprise  was  located  here, 
occupying  a  whole  square,  bounded  by  four  streets,  and  their 
buildings  erected  under  the  firm  name  of  Wilson,  Parsons  and 
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Company.  In  1881  Mr.  Wilson  sold  his  interest  in  the  enter- 
prise, and  the  proprietors  now  are  Robert  E.  Parsons,  Anson 
H.  Landon,  the  firm  name  being  Parsons  and  Landon.  Mr. 
Parsons  is  a  native  of  Windsor  Locks,  Conn.,  and  Mr.  Landon 
of  Guilford,  Conn.  They  employ  fifty  men,  their  pay  roll 
being  $550  per  week,  their  sales  about  $75,000  a  year. 

The  Hatch  Brotliers  Comjtoinj  are  located  at  corner 
of  Railroad  avenue  and  Norman  street ;  G.  C.  Hatch  is  pro- 
prietor. The  business  was  established  by  Messrs.  Sackley 
and  Undy  about  January  i,  1885,  and  purchased  by  the 
present  proprietor  October  i,  1885.  They  employ  about 
twenty  hands,  and  produce  pocket  cutlery,  novelties,  dies 
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and  tools.  They  make  regular  stock  goods  and  anything  to 
order  which  may  be  desired,  specially  a  fine  grade  of  pocket 
knives,  equal  in  quality  to  imported  goods.  The  business  is 
under  the  management  of  Mr.  Fred  Suckle}^  who  is  a  prac- 
tical man  of  thirty  years'  experience,  having  commenced  in 
the  work  at  nine  years  of  nge,  at  Sheffield,  England. 

The  Chdplhi  MamtfacturnKj  Compdutj  is  located 
near  the  railroad  depot,  and  was  established  in  this  city 
March  i,  iSS6.  They  came  here  from  Hartford,  where  the}' 
continued  their. business  about  four  years.  The  officers  are  : 
A.  R.  Goodrich,  of  Hartford,  President;  W.  C.  Mead,  of 
Bridgeport,  Secretary  and  Treasurer;  and  Hector  McKen- 
nie,  Superintendent.  They  manufacture  anti-friction  bear- 
ings for  machinery  and  horse  cars,  and  these  only  upon 
orders. 

3Lr.  William.  I.  Alvord  occupies  a  part  of  the  building 
at  the  north  end  of  railroad  depot,  as  a  practical  machinist. 
He  formerly  manufactured  vegetable  ivory  buttons  and  a  few 
specialties.  He  is  specially  engaged  in  inventing  different 
articles  of  machinery. 

FoUanshee  JLucJiitie  Works,  Mr.  John  S.  Follansbee 
proprietor,  occupy  a  part  ot  the  building  at  the  north  end  of 
the  depot,  established  here  January  i,  1884.  He  is  a  manu- 
facturer of  light  machinery,  on  orders,  employing  about 
twenty-five  hands.  He  is  a  practical  mechanic,  having 
devoted  most  of  his  life  to  this  work,  commencing  with  the 
Roger  Williams  foundrv  and  machine  works,  of  Providence, 
and  afterwards  superintending  the  Diamond  Pin  Company,  of 
Boston,  from  which  he  came  to  Bridgeport. 

Coultei-  and  McKenxie  Macliine  Company  occupies 
a  part  of  the  building  at  the  north  end  of  the  depot,  was 
incorporated  December  i,  18S2,  with  a  stock  of  $7,500,  doing 
a  general  machinist  business,  manufacturing  light  and  heavy 
machine  shaftings,  hangers  and  pulleys,  on  orders,  giving 
employment  to  about  thirty  hands. 

Giles  and  dance jj^s  iron  foundry  is  located  at  the 
corner  of  Water  and  Golden  Hill  streets,  and  was  estab- 
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lished  here  in  January,  1876.  They  employ  about  forty 
hands,  doing  a  general  work,  making  castings  of  most  any 
description,  upon  order. 

John  HauuUou  is  located  at  the  corner  of  Middle 
street  and  Golden  Hill,  was  established  here  January  i,  1S71. 
He  is  a  manufacturer  of  plumbers'  brass  goods,  and  a  general 
,work  of  that  description,  to  order.  He  makes  a  regular  line 
of  goods,  which  are  sold  entirely  through  a  Boston  house, 
employing  from  ten  to  fifteen  hands. 

HotcJtkiss  and  MaJUhand  are  located  on  the  corner 
of  Middle  street  and  Golden  Hill,  and  were  established  here 
November  i,  1SS5.  They  manufacture  all  kinds  of  fancy 
colored  leathers,  for  binders,  pocket  books,  and  hats,  on 
contracts,  employing  from  ten  to  fifteen  hands. 

t/.  Keal,  successor  to  J.  Neal  and  Company,  is  located 
on  the  corner  of  Middle  and  Golden  Hill  streets,  and  was 
established  here  January  i,  1883.  He  manufactures  white 
metal  and  britannia  goods,  canes  and  umbrella  heads  being  a 
specialty,  in  hundreds  of  styles  and  descriptions,  having  con- 
tracts with  New  York  parties  for  all  his  productions.  Since 
moving  into  his  new  quarters,  b}'  improved  processes  and 
systematizing  the  business,  he  produces  more  goods  with  no 
more  than  si.x  hands,  and  at  greatly  reduced  prices,  than 
formerly  with  thirty  hands. 

Watson  Iron  Works,  located  on  Knowlton  street  in 
East  Bridgeport,  James  Watson,  proprietor,  was  established 
January  i,  1884.  He  is  successor  to  James  Watson,  Jr.,  who 
previously  conducted  the  business  four  years.  He  manufac- 
tures castings  and  children's  iron  toys,  employing  thirty 
hands. 

The  Acme  Shear  fJornpanij  is  located  on  Knov-lton 
street  in  East  Bridgeport,  and  was  established  here  in  Sep- 
tember, 1882,  with  a  capital  of  §5,000.  The  officers  are: 
Dwight  Wheeler,  President;  D.  C.  Wheeler,  Secretary  ;  and 
J.  A.  Crofut,  Treasurer.  They  employ  twenty-five  hands 
and  manufacture  plain  and  ornamental  nickel  plated  and 
japanned  shears,  scissors,  nut  crackers,  ice  picks,  and  lemon 
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squeezers;  also  Wheeler's  patent  perfect  screw  drivers  and 
other  specialties.    They  have  a  large  export  trade. 

The  ADtifitronff  3ra niifarturhifj  Coinpani/  is  lo- 
cated on  Knowlton  street  in  East  Bridgeport,  and  were 
incorporated  in  March,  1SS6.  being  successors  to  F.  Arm- 
strong, who  had  manufactured  in  the  present  locality  about 
three  years,  and  previous  to  that  for  about  thirteen  years  as 
Armstrong  and  House.  The  present  officers  are:  F.  Arm- 
strong, President;  John  Ewing,  Secretarj-  and  Treasurer; 
with  a  stock  capital  of  $100,000.  They  employ  fift}-  hands 
and  are  continually  increasing  the  number.  They  manufac- 
ture water,  steam  and  gas-litting  tools,  the  Armstrong  brace, 
suspender,  armlets,  gaiters  of  spiral  spring,  and  patent  panta- 
loon and  vest  buckles.  The  spiral  springs,  buckles,  and 
metal  parts  for  the  suspenders,  armlets,  gaiters,  and  work 
of  this  kind  are  made  by  the  Chapman  and  Armstrong  Com- 
pany, of  Waterburv,  and  although  a  separate  organization, 
they  work  in  conjunction  with  each  other.  Their  goods  are 
sold  through  their  New  York  office,  at  132  Church  street. 

The  House  Corset  JIacJihte  Comjiany  is  located  on 
Knowlton  street  in  East  Bridgeport,  and  was  incorporated 
January  i,  1S83.  They  are  successors  of  J.  Alfred  House, 
who  has  been  engaged  in  the  business  about  ten  years.  The 
officers  are:  J.  Alfred  House,  President;  Emile  H.  Roth, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer;  and  Charles  H.  Diamond,  Assist- 
ant Treasurer.  The  stock  capital  is  S'5o,ooo,  and  they  employ 
twenty-five  hands.  They  manufacture  corset  machinery,  and 
do  a  great  amount  of  embroidery  work  for  corset  companies. 
They  also  lease  the  House  patent  moulding  machine  to  sev- 
eral companies.  Thev  export  goods  extensively  to  England, 
Ireland,  France,  and  Germany. 

The  2>.  Ooodnifui  MfDiufactufiny  €o}npa)iy  is 
located  on  Knowlton  street,  and  was  established  in  January, 
1886,  with  a  stock  capital  of  $75,000.  The  officers  are:  B. 
Goodman,  President  and  Treasurer;  T.  C.  Hotchkiss,  Secre- 
tary. They  manufacture  elastic  webbing,  suspenders,  panta- 
loon and  vest  buckles,  clasps,  purse  frames,  and  many  other 
articles  of  this  kind  of  goods,  which  are  sold  through  their 
38 
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New  York  office,  20  Walker  street.  Previous  to  being  estab- 
lished here  their  webbing  was  made  at  Waterbur}',  and  their 
different  styles  of  buckles  at  Ansonia. 

The  HoJDtes  and  Edwavds  Silrer  Companff  was 

incorporated  in  1SS2.  George  C.  Edwards  is  President  and 
Treasurer;  Morris  W.  Seymour,  Vice-President;  T.  D. 
Baker,  Secretary'.  They  have  salesrooms  in  New  York, 
Philadelphia  and  Chicago.  They  manufacture  entirely  flat 
ware,  and  employ  one  hundred  hands. 

Couch  atid  Winner,  manufacturers  of  ladies',  misses' 
and  children's  fine  shoes,  are  located  at  430  Water  street. 
The  business  was  established  in  1S70  by  Mr.  Ansel  H.  Couch, 
on  Fairfield  avenue,  and  in  1S78  Mr.  Wisner  became  a  partner 
and  the  firm  formed  as  it  now  is.  The  business  was  continued 
on  Fairfield  avenue  until  1881,  when  they  removed  to  their 
present  commodious  quarters.  They  occupy  three  floors,  100 
by  60  feet,  with  an  engine  and  boiler  room  30  by  20  feet,  on 
the  first  floor.  The  establishment  is  fitted  with  all  modern 
improvements  in  the  manufacture  of  shoes  that  lessen  manual 
labor;  among  these  are  twenty-five  stitching  machines,  six 
button-hole  machines,  McKay's  sole  sewer,  Swayne  and 
Fuller  beating-out  machine,  heel- trimming  machine,  Bussell's 
fore-part  trimmer,  two  Union  edge  setters,  two  Tapley  heel- 
burnishers,  one  bottom  buffer,  and  one  shank  buffer.  The 
machinery  is  run  by  a  twenty  horse  power  engine,  and  a 
boiler  of  thirty  horse  power,  and  they  have  facilities  for  mak- 
ing 2,000  pair  of  shoes  weekly.  They  employ  about  160 
operatives,  about  half  of  them  men  and  half  women. 

Mr.  Ansel  H.  Couch,  the  senior  member  of  the  firm,  is  a 
native  of  Bethel,  Conn.  He  served  his  country  during  the 
rebellion,  nearly  (our  years  in  the  First  Connecticut  Heavy 
Artillery,  entering  as  a  private  and  being  mustered  out  a 
second  lieutenant.  He  participated  in  the  siege  of  York- 
town,  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  and  was  under  General 
Grant  in  front  of  Petersburg  and  Richmond,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  G.  A.  R. 

Mr.  Albert  Wisner  is  a  native  of  Warwick,  N.  Y.,  and  is 
a  thorough,  practical  business  man.    Mr.  George  E.  Louns- 
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bury,  member  of  the  shoe  manufacturing  establishment  of 
Lounsbury,  Matthewson  and  Company,  of  South  Norwalk, 
is  a  member  of  this  firm,  although  his  name  does  not  appear 
in  the  title  of  the  company.  Mr.  Lounsburv  is  a  native  of 
Ridgefield,  and  has  for  a  long  time  been  engaged  in  the  shoe 
business. 

The  Farisf  Steel  Compfniij  is  located  on  East  Main 
street  at  the  southern  end,  where  they  ship  their  goods 
direct  on  vessels  at  their  dock  on  the  harbor.  The  company 
was  organized  at  Windsor  Locks,  Conn.,  in  i860,  and  in  1872 
removed  their  establishment  to  Bridgeport,  where  they  con- 
structed large,  commodious  buildings  on  a  very  advantageous 
site,  their  buildings  covering  several  acres.  Thev  manufac- 
ture all  descriptions  of  cast  steel,  hammered  or  rolled  spiral 
^  and  elliptic  car  springs,  and  railroad  forging  to  pattern, 
emploving  fifty  skilled  workmen.  Their  main  building  is  190 
by  80  feet,  the  shop  120  by  60  feet,  the  gas  house  no  by  90, 
and  the  spring  shop  100  by  50  feet. 

Mr.  Joel  Farist,  the  founder  and  president  of  the  com- 
pany, is  a  native  of  England,  and  has  always  been  engaged 
in  his  present  business.  His  associates  are:  Mr.  George 
Windsor,  Secretary  ;  and  Mr.  John  B.  Windsor,  Treasurer. 

JPaeific  Iron  WovJ^s,  P.  H.  Skidmore  and  Sons,  pro- 
prietors, are  located  on  the  corner  of  East  Main  street  and 
East  Washington  avenue.  This  is  one  of  the  largest  and 
oldest  establishments  in  the  city,  it  having  been  established 
in  1853  as  a  stock  company,  in  w'hich  form  it  remained  until 
i860,  when  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  P.  H.  Skidmore, 
and  the  change  having  since  been  made  to  Skidmore  and 
Sons.  Their  buildings  occupv  from  one  to  one  and  a  half 
acres  of  land.  Their  main  building,  consisting  of  machine 
and  pattern  shop,  is  175  by  75  feet,  two  stories;  the  boiler 
and  blacksmith  shop  is  a  one  story  building  200  by  60  feet, 
the  foundry  is  200  by  75  feet,  one  story,  besides  which  there 
are  several  other  large  buildings.  Their  business  consists  of 
steam  engine  building,  boiler  making,  iron  founding,  and 
general  machine  work.  They  consume  annually  1,000  tons 
of  pig  iron,  100  tons  of  bar  iron,  50  tons  of  boiler  iron,  and 
15  tons  of  brass. 
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Mr.  P.  H.  Skid  more,  the  senior  member  of  the  firm,  is  a 
native  of  Bethlehem,  Conn.  He  represented  the  town  of 
Newtown  in  1S70,  and  has  held  a  seat  in  the  common  council 
of  this  citv.  Mr.  P.  H.  Skidmore,  Jr.,  is  a  native  of  Bethle- 
hem, resided  in  Florida  six  years  superintending  the  con- 
struction of  the  St.  Johns  Railway,  and  then  came  to  Bridge- 
port. Mr.  Julius  W.  Skidmore  was  born  in  Bethlehem  ;  has 
resided  most  of  his  life  in  this  city  but  served  in  the  late 
war  for  the  Union.  Mr.  H.  B.  Smith  is  superintendent  of  the 
establishment,  having  been  with  the  firm  twenty-five  years. 

The  Eaton,  Cole  and  Btii-nltani   €oinpan\f. — The 

officers  of  this  corporation  are:  John  Eaton,  President;  E. 
G.  Burnham,  Vice-President ;  E.  H.  Cole,  Treasurer;  J.  C. 
Bloom,  Assistant  Treasurer,  and  W.  H.  Douglas,  Secretary. 

Their  works  are  located  on  Water  extending  through  to 
Main  street  and  occupy  a  considerable  portion  of  the  part  of 
the  block  bounded  and  formed  by  the  intersection  of  these 
two  streets. 

Their  New  York  office  and  warehouses  are  located  at  82 
and  84  Fulton  street,  from  which  place  their  goods  are  dis- 
tributed to  all  parts  of  the  United  States  and  foreign  countries. 

Mr.  E.  G.  Burnham,  the  founder  of  this  industry,  is  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  and  learned  his  trade  at  a  time  when 
metals  and  fuel  for  melting  had  to  be  carted  from  the  seacoast 
by  horses.  Mr.  Burnham  came  to  Bridgeport  in  i860,  and  soon 
after  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  brass  and  iron  valves, 
cocks  and  goods  used  for  steam,  water  and  gas.  The  busi- 
ness grew  rapidly  till  in  1875  he  associated  himself  with 
Messrs.  Eaton  and  Cole,  a  firm  doing  business  in  the  same 
line  of  goods  in  New  York,  and  the  present  company  was 
formed  with  a  capital  of  S350.000.  The  formation  of  this 
company  was  the  occasion  of  additional  production,  necessi- 
tating increased  facilities  and  enlarged  works  for  manufactur- 
ing the  constantly  increasing  varietv  of  goods  peculiar  to  this 
business.  These  have  steadily  grown  in  volume  till  now  they 
employ  over  500  persons,  and  are  at  present  erecting  a  build- 
ing and  providing  facilities  tor  a  still  further  increase  in  their 
production  and  the  number  of  employees.    Great  care  and 
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pains  are  necessar}-  in  preparing  the  goods  for  the  purposes 
for  which  they  are  to  be  used,  and  this  is  particularly  true  of 
goods  intended  for  use  in  the  petroleum  districts,  of  which 
they  make  a  very  large  quantity  and  variety.  The  manage- 
ment of  the  works  is  wholly  in  Mr.  Burnham's  charge,  which 
he  untiringly  administers  and  yet  finds  time  to  attend  to  his 
duties  as  a  public  spirited  citizen,  being  at  the  present  time  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  in  this  city. 

The  13rid(j€j)ort  Cart  Contpa a  1/  was  established  in 
this  city  in  1883.  Mr.  F.  L.  Perr}-,  the  proprietor,  while  a 
nurseryman  at  Canandaigua,  N.Y.,  received  a  severe  personal 
injury,  after  which  he  conveyed  himself  about  in  a  vehicle,  but 
the  kind  he  used  being  uncomfortable,  he  devoted  himself  to 
construct  a  better  one.  In  this  he  succeeded  and  secured  a 
patent  for  his  invention,  and  soon  after  established  himself  in 
Bridgeport  as  a  manufacturer  of  carts  of  this  kind,  in  which  he 
has  succeeded  beyond  his  expectations.  This  article  differs  from 
others  simpl}'  in  the  application  of  the  patent  spring,  which  is 
so  constructed  that  it  may  be  applied  to  any  style  of  body. 

Bridyepovt  JBuffoti  IVorliS  are  located  at  249  Water 
street.  Mr.  James  E.  Donnelly  is  the  proprietor,  and  manufac- 
tures ladies'  covered  dress  buttons.  The  business  was  estab- 
lished in  1S64  by  the  Bridgeport  Button  Company,  at  its  present 
location,  and  was  conducted  as  a  stock  company  until  1868, 
when  the  present  proprietor  purchased  the  business  and 
changed  the  title  to  the  present  form.  Mr.  Donnelly  learned 
the  business  during  a  number  of  years  spent  in  the  establish- 
ment of  Messrs.  W.  R.  Hitchcock  and  Goddard  Brothers,  of 
Waterbury.  He  occupies  two  stories  100  by  23  feet,  and  manu- 
factures, besides  ladies'  covered  dress  buttons,  undertakers' 
covered  buttons,  silk,  gold  and  silver  covered  tacks  of  all  sizes, 
and  many  other  like  articles.  The  coverings  are  imported 
from  Europe,  the  fillings  are  of  iron,  brass,  tin  and  paper.  He 
employs  125  persons,  principally  girls.  Mr.  Donnelly  is  a 
native  of  Waterbury,  came  here  in  1S66,  and  served  as  super- 
intendent of  the  company  before  purchasing  the  business. 

TJie  I*ari'Ott  Varnish  Conipanu  is  located  at  187 
North  Washington  avenue,  and  is  a  prosperous  enterprise.  In 
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1846,  Mr.  Frederick  W.  Parrott,  having  given  his  attention  some 
years  as  a  cabinet  maker  to  the  manufacture  of  varnish,  com- 
menced the  business  as  a  distinctive  enterprise.  This  he  lol- 
lowed  with  good  success  until  1869,  when  he  associated  with 
himself  his  son  Henry  R.  Parrott,  and  his  son-in-law  John  D. 
Whitney.  By  strict  attention  to  business  and  the  manufacture 
of  the  best  quality  of  goods,  the  industry  has  increased  from 
a  small  beginning  to  large  and  influential  proportions.  The 
increasing  demand  for  their  varnishes  from  all  quarters  of  the 
globe,  has  given  them  a  world-wide  reputation. 

Mv.  Fvedei'ick  IVells  Pdffotf  was  born  in  Bridge- 
port, July  25th,  1S06,  and  is  still  quite  an  active,  stirring  man. 
His  great  grandfather,  Capt.  Jedediah  F.  Wells,  and  his  grand- 
father, Capt.  Jedediah  Wells,  were  also  residents  of  this  town, 
the  former  being  the  owner  of  considerable  portion  of  the 
southern  part  of  the  territory  of  the  City  of  Bridgeport,  and 
the  latter  was  a  soldier  of  the  War  of  1812.  The  direct  line  of 
ancestry  of  this  Wells  family  runs  back  through  John  Wells,, 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Stratford,  who  was  the  son  of 
Thomas  Wells,  of  Hartford  and  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  one  of 
the  early  governors  of  the  Connecticut  colony. 

Mr.  Parrott,  in  1827,  commenced  business  as  a  manufac- 
turer of  furniture,  and  built,  some  years  later,  the  first  sofa 
and  hearse  that  were  ever  used  in  Bridgeport.  While  en- 
gaged in  the  furniture  business  his  attention  was  directed 
towards  the  manufacture  of  varnishes,  which  he  commenced 
in  1846,  and  laid  the  foundation  for  the  present  firm,  known 
as  the  Parrott  Varnish  Company,  which  was  organized  in 
1869.  Mr.  Parrott  has  been  in  active  business  over  half  a 
century,  and,  so  far  as  ascertained,  is  the  only  man  still  in 
active  life  who  was  thus  engaged  fifty  years  ago.  He  has 
always  taken  great  interest  in  local  affairs,  and  has  been  prom- 
inently identified  with  the  municipal  government,  in  which  he 
served  as  alderman,  member  of  the  Common  Council,  and 
board  of  road  and  bridge  commissioners.  His  best  service 
to  the  town  was  undoubtedly  as  first  selectman,  which  posi- 
tion he  held  during  the  late  civil  war.    His  unbounded  con- 
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fidence  in  the  justice  and  final  success  of  the  cause,  and  his 
strict  business  integrity,  enabled  him  to  fill  the  Bridgeport 
quotas  for  troops  rapidly  and  with  great  financial  success. 
He  married,  in  1S27,  Miss  Lucelia  A.  Remer,  of  Derby,  Conn. 
Their  golden  wedding  was  celebrated  May  17,  1877,  and  one 
feature  of  which  was  the  presentation,  by  the  Ladies'  Chari- 
table Society,  of  a  beautiful  silver  piece,  for  fruit  and  flowers, 
to  Mrs.  Parrott,  she  being  one  of  the  oldest  living  members, 
having  joined  it  the  year  after  her  marriage. 

The  Jjridffejtot-t  Sjn'iiuj  Coinjxnt  1/  manufacture  car- 
riage, coach  and  wagon  springs,  and  are  located  at  the  corner 
of  Main  street  and  East  Washington  avenue.  They  were 
incorporated  in  1S64,  with  Edwin  Banks  President  and  Treas- 
urer, and  William  H.  Rockwell,  Secretary.  The  buildings 
cover  an  area  of  200  by  125  feet,  two  stories  in  height.  About 
500  tons  of  steel  are  worked  into  springs  during  a  year  by 
the  labor  of  about  seventy-five  skilled  workmen.  Mr.  Edwin 
Banks  is  a  native  of  Greenfield  Hill,  Conn.,  and  Mr.  William 
H.  Rockwell  is  a  native  of  Ridgefield,  Conn.,  and  has  held 
the  position  of  councilman  and  alderman  in  this  city. 

The  Hfidgepoit  JPaper  Compainj  was  incorporated 
in  September,  18S3,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $150,000.  The 
officers  are  :  R.  M.  Pulsifer,  President ;  C.  Canfteld,  Secretary  ; 
J.  E.  Stone,  Treasurer.  They  are  located  in  North  Bridge- 
port and  manufacture  various  kinds  of  paper  for  newspapers. 

Bridyejiort  Electric  Light  Company  is  located  in 
John  street  and  was  incorporated  in  1884.  The  officers  are: 
President,  Joel  Farist;  Secretary,  H.  D.  Stanley;  Treasurer, 
E.  G.  Burnham.    They  manufacture  electric  light  for  the  city. 

Union  Metallic  Cavtridtje  Conipanii  was  incorpo- 
rated in  1867.  The  officers  are:  M.  Hartley,  of  New  York. 
President  and  Treasurer  ;  A.  C.  Hobbs,  Superintendent.  The 
stock  capital  is  $300,000.    See  on  another  page. 

Wheel  and  Wood  Boidiny  Conipamj  is  located  at 
77  John  street,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $60,000.  The  officers 
are:  Horace  Smith,  President;  H.  W.  Smith,  Secretary  ;  Eli 
C.  Smith,  Treasurer. 
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The  Wales  IV/teel  C'oi>*jJ«»J  ?/ was  incorporated  in  1881. 
The  officers  are:  Henry  Wales,  President;  T.  F.  Wales,  Sec- 
retary; H.  A.  Wales,  Treasurer;  Leon  A.  Abbott,  Superin- 
tendent. They  are  located  on  the  corner  of  Thompson  street 
and  Housatonic  avenue.    The  capital  stock  is  $25,000. 

Brid(/epo)'t  Coaeh  Laee  Connnmif  is  located  at  88 
John  street.  Nathan  Buckingham,  President;  F.  J.  Nara- 
more,  Secretar}' ;  Charles  F.  Wood,  Treasurer.  The  direct- 
ors are:  Charles  F.  Wood,  Nathan  Buckingham,  Enoch  P. 
Hincks,  F.  J.  Naramore.    The  capital  stock  is  $15,000. 

Bridgepot-t  TJIastlc  Webb  Company  is  located  at  114 
John  street,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $50,000.  The  officers  are  : 
Edward  Sterling,  President;  E.  W.  Marsh,  Secretary;  F.  B. 
Hawley,  Treasurer. 

Tlie  lividijeport  Fo)'ge  Company  was  organized  in 
January,  1883,  with  a  capital  of  $150,000,  and  is  located  at 
the  loot  of  Howard  avenue.  The  officers  are:  President, 
Charles  H.  Pierce;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  William  F. 
Pinkham  ;  Superintendent,  Benjamin  Fletcher,  Jr.  They 
manufacture  wrought  iron  and  steel  forgings  of  all  kinds, 
and  are  particularly  equipped  for  marine  and  engine  work 
of  the  heaviest  descriptions.  Their  steam  hammers  and 
machine  tools  are  the  most  powerful  in  the  eastern  States. 
Their  locality  on  an  inlet  of  the  Sound,  affords  facilities  for 
shipments  of  some  of  their  goods  by  water,  and  a  side  track 
of  the  New  York  and  New  Haven  railroad  gives  ready  trans- 
portation by  that  method. 

Tlie  Hvidgepovt  Coppter  Company  was  organized  in 
June,  1885,  with  a  capital  of  $50,000.  The  officers  are:  Pres- 
ident, A.  F.  Migeon;  Treasurer,  Charles  H.  Pierce;  Secre- 
tary, William  F.  Pinkham.  They  are  the  sole  refiners  of  the 
product  of  the  Parrot  Silver  and  Copper  Company,  of  Butte, 
Montana,  and  acting  as  the  Eastern  fiscal  agents  for  said 
Western  company.  Their  refined  copper  is  marketable  both 
in  this  country  and  in  Europe,  and  is  known  as  the  P.  S.  C. 
brand.  The  company's  works  here  are  located  in  connection 
with  the  forge  company,  although  entirely  a  separate  industry. 
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The  Great  Fire  of  lS4o. —Reierence  has  been  made 
several  times  to  the  destruction  of  houses  and  stores  by  fire 
in  1845.  The  accompanying-  cut  illustrates  somewhat  the 
extent  of  the  injury  done.     The  fire  was  first  discovered 
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about  half  past  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  December  12, 
1845,  in  a  large  wooden  building  on  the  south  side  of  Bank 
street,  near  Water,  occupied  by  George  A.  Wells  (A),  as  a 
boarding  house  and  oyster  saloon.  It  originated  in  the  cel- 
lar, where  there  was  a  quantity  of  shavings  and  wood  stored 
for  fuel.  It  had  made  considerable  progress  before  it  was 
discovered,  and  it  spread  so  rapidly  that  the  family  of  Mr. 
Wells  had  time  only  to  save  themselves  and  a  few  articles  of 
furniture.  The  weather  was  bitter  cold,  with  a  light  breeze 
from  the  north  and  northwest.  The  alarm  being  given  the 
firemen  responded  as  quickly  as  possible,  but  their  facilities 
for  extinguishing  the  fire  were  very  limited,  the  tide  being 
low  in  the  harbor  they  were  unable  to  obtain  any  water,  and 
therefore  were  powerless.  Under  these  circumstances  the 
fire  spread  until  a  large  proportion  of  the  business  part  of  the 
city  was  destroyed.  The  number  of  buildings  destroyed 
were  forty-nine,  all  being  built  with  wood;  the  letters  and 
figures  on  the  accompanying  chart  refer  to  descriptions  of 
parties  who  owned  or  rented  these  buildings,  as  found  in  the 
Municipal  Register  of  the  city  for  1SS2.  The  amount  of  loss 
was  estimated  at  $150,000,  on  which  there  was  an  insurance 
of  §80,000. 

SrUlfjeport  Post  Office* — Previous  to  the  year  iSoo 
the  village  of  Newfield,  consisting  of  a  few  stores  on  Water 
street  and  a  few  residences  on  Main  and  State  streets,  was  a 
part  of,  and,  as  a  business  place,  only  an  appendage  to  the 
town  of  Stratford,  at  which  latter  place  all  the  town,  probate 
and  post  office  business  was  transacted.  At  that  date  the 
place  arose  to  the  dignity  of  the  bore  ugh  of  Bridgeport,  and, 
under  the  administration  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  a  post  office 
was  established,  and  Amos  B.  Fairman  appointed  postmaster 
April  I,  1801.  Mr.  Fairman  is  believed  to  have  been  the 
proprietor  of  the  public  house  located  on  the  southwest 
corner  of  Wall  and  Water  streets,  afterwards  known  as  the 
Washington  Hotel,  the  business  of  the  post  otifice  being 
conducted  in  the  north  room  of  the  building,  which  was 


*  Contributed  by  F.  W.  Smith,  an  ex-postmaster,  for  the  Bridgeport  Municipal 
Register  for  1876, 
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occupied  as  a  drug  store.  The  western  terminus  of  the 
Bridgeport  Bridge  was  then  at  the  foot  of  Wall  street,  which 
made  this  point  a  convenient  stopping  place  for  the  change 
of  the  mails. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Bostwick  soon  afterward  became  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  hotel,  and  he  and  his  son  Charles  Bostwick — 
subsequently  mayor  of  Bridgeport — held  the  office  of  post- 
master from  1S04  to  1810.  At  that  time  the  mail  was  brought 
from  New  York  by  a  four  horse  stage  coach,  and  arrived 
between  eight  or  nine  o'clock  or  later  in  the  evening,  accord- 
ing  to  the  condition  of  the  roads.  The  entrance  of  the  stage 
into  the  village  was  signalled  by  the  long  sounding  of  the 
horn,  as  it  came  down  what  was  then  an  ordinary  road,  but 
is  now  State  street.  Mr.  Bostwick  removed  his  business  and 
the  office  about  1809  to  the  corner  of  Bank  and  Water  streets, 
and  remained  postmaster  until  he  sold  his  business  to  Jesse 
Sterling,  when  he  resigned  the  office  and  Mr.  Sterling  was 
appointed  his  successor.  Not  long  after,  a  block  of  wooden 
buildings  was  erected,  called  then  "  the  new  block,"  and  Mr. 
Sterling  removed  his  business  and  the  post  office  into  the 
store  next  to  Hamilton's  drug  store,  now  occupied  by  Albert 
J.  Wentworth,  fruit  dealer,  number  70  State  street.  The 
office  accommodations  at  that  time  consisted  of  a  sort  of 
upright  show  case  about  thirty  inches  long  by  twenty-four 
inches  wide,  located  at  the  rear  of  the  store,  and  upon  the 
mantel  over  the  fire  place,  arranged  behind  tapes  were  placed 
the  letters.  Upon  the  opening  of  the  mail  it  was  the  custom 
to  call  the  names  of  persons  for  whom  there  were  letters,  and 
thus  the  whole  village  were  able  to  keep  track  of  each  other's 
correspondence. 

During  the  later  years  of  Mr.  Sterling's  incumbency  the 
business  was  transferred  to  the  front  of  his  premises  on  Main 
street,  now  occupied  by  Turney  Hall  as  a  fancy  goods  store, 
and  known  as  number  318,  the  connection  with  the  State 
street  store  being  kept  up  at  the  rear.  An  elderly  citizen 
has  related  that  while  the  business  was  conducted  in  the 
store  on  State  street,  a  single  daily  newspaper,  the  "Journal 
of  Commerce,"  from  New  York,  was  taken  in  the  place,  by 
Isaac  Burroughs.    On  its  arrival  it  was  considered,  by  the 
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consent  of  Mr.  Burroughs,  public  property  for  a  short  time, 
and  the  company  gathered  were  treated  to  the  news  by  some 
stentorian  reader. 

When  Andrew  Jackson  was  elected  president  he  adopted 
the  policy  "  to  the  victors  belong  the  spoils,"  and  at  that  time, 
there  being  only  five  Jackson  men  in  the  town — Doct.  Samuel 
Simons,  Stephen  Lounsbury,  William  B.  Dyer,  Mark  Moore, 
and  Asa  Benjamin— it  became  necessary  to  appoint  one  of 
these  gentlemen  as  postmaster.  The  two  contestants  were 
Doctor  Simons  and  Stephen  Lounsbury,  Jr.,  the  former  being 
known  through  the  State  as  an  old  leading  democrat,  and  Mr. 
Lounsbury  only  as  a  young  man  of  the  firm  of  Smith  and 
Lounsbury,  dry  goods  dealers,  on  the  corner  of  State  and 
Water  streets. 

The  postage  on  letters  was  regulated  at  that  time  by  a 
table  of  distances,  as  follows:  30  miles  and  under,  6  cents; 
over  30  and  under  80,  10  cents;  over  80  and  under  150,  121^ 
cents;  over  150  and  under  400,  iS?^  cents;  over  400,  25  cents. 
Although  the  population  of  the  place  at  that  lime  was  only 
1,500,  the  income  of  the  office  was  of  considerable  importance, 
and  hence  the  contest  for  it  very  earnest.  Young  Lounsbury, 
however,  made  an  early  start  by  securing  all  the  names  of  the 
Jackson  party  except  the  doctor,  and  a  letter  of  introduction 
to  General  Jackson  from  Mordecai  M.  Noah,  editor  of  the 
"New  York  National  Advocate,"  and  other  letters  to  Martin 
Van  Buren,  Secretary  of  State,  and  William  T.  Berry,  the 
Postmaster-General,  he  went  to  Washington,  and  by  feeing 
the  president's  colored  messenger  with  a  half  dollar,  secured 
an  early  audience  with  "Old  Hickory,"  and  soon  after  re- 
ceived his  commission  as  postmaster.  Mr.  Lounsbury  estab- 
lished the  post  office  on  State  street  next  door  to  the  corner 
of  State  and  VV^ater  streets,  which  was  the  first  time  the  office 
was  dignified  with  an  entirely  separate  apartment,  and  with 
seventy-five  private  boxes.  Here  it  remained  about  three 
years,  when  it  was  removed  back  to  the  corner  of  Wall  and 
Water  streets,  under  the  old  Washington  hotel,  which  was  at 
that  time  owned  by  Fitch  Wheeler,  a  leading  member  of  the 
Fairfield  county  bar,  and  who,  desiring  to  add  to  the  attrac- 
tions in  that  vicinity,  fitted  the  ofifice  and  rented  it  to  Mr. 
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Lounsbury.  After  two  years  the  Connecticut  Bank,  having 
conducted  business  in  the  store  at  the  northwest  corner  of  Wa- 
ter and  Wall  streets,  built  their  present  building-  on  the  corner 
of  Wall  and  Main  streets,  made  Mr.  Lounsbury  a  liberal  propo- 
sition, which  was  accepted,  and  the  office  was  removed  into 
the  room  under  the  bank.  About  this  time  Mr.  R.  B.  Lacey 
made  his  advent  into  Bridgeport  and  became  assistant  in  the 
post  office,  which  position  he  filled  very  acceptablv  for  a 
number  of  years.  Mr.  Lounsbur}-  became  a  leading  business 
man  of  the  place,  and  built  a  dwelling  which  occupied  the 
site  of  the  present  St.  John's  Church,  at  the  corner  of  Park 
and  Fairfield  avenues,  and  ornamented  the  grounds  in  a  very 
attractive  stj'le,  which  was  the  first  residence  of  the  orna- 
mented kind  in  Bridgeport.  His  business  becoming  so  ex- 
tended that  he  could  not  attend  to  the  duties  of  the  office,  he 
resigned  his  position  in  December,  1S36,  accompanied  with  a 
recommendation  in  favor  of  Smith  Tweedy  as  his  successor. 
Mr.  Tweedy  was  from  Danbury,  a  hatter  by  trade,  and  kept 
a  shop  on  the  corner  of  Beaver  and  Middle  streets,  and  being 
a  very  active  man  soon  became  one  of  the  prominent  demo- 
cratic politicians,  and  with  William  S.  Pomeroy  and  Doctor 
Simons  was  the  committee  appointed  by  the  government  to 
expend  $10,000  appropriated  by  Congress  to  dig  out  the  bar 
in  Bridgeport  harbor.  Mr.  Tweedy  remained  in  the  office 
during  the  administration  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  kept  it 
under  the  Connecticut  bank  to  the  end  of  his  term. 

During  Mr.  Tweedy's  term,  arrangements  were  made  for 
a  partial  mail  service  by  steamboat  from  New  York,  the  stage 
coach  continuing  to  take  the  mails  at  night,  since  letters 
thereby  reached  the  city  of  New  York  and  were  ready  for 
delivery  early  the  next  morning.  During  the  same  period 
an  express  mail — at  triple  rates — was  established  from  Boston 
to  New  Orleans,  which  continued  only  about  two  years. 

The  success  of  the  "Tippecanoe  and  Tyler  too,"  cam- 
paign involved  the  removal  of  Mr.  Tweedy,  and  Isaac  Sher- 
man, Jr.,  became  his  successor.  Mr.  Sherman  kept  the  office 
in  a  small  building  on  the  site  of  numbers  27  and  29  Wall 
street  for  a  part  of  his  time,  and  then  removed  the  building 
and  the  office  to  the  lot  on  Main  street,  south  of  the  Sterling 
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house,  where  he  continued  the  office  during  the  balance  of 
his  term. 

When  James  K.  Polk  was  elected  in  1844,  Philo  F.  Bar- 
num  was  appointed  postmaster  for  the  next  four  3'ears  and 
served  his  time,  the  mails  being  more  fully  transferred  from 
the  stage  coach  to  the  boat  Nimrod,  under  Captain  Brooks.'' 

Col,  Julius  ^Y.  Kiioivlton ,  son  of  William  S.  Knowl- 
ton,  was  born  in  Southbridge,  Worcester  Co.,  Mass.,  Novem- 
ber 28,  1S3S.  When  seven  years  of  age  his  parents  removed 
to  Norwich,  Conn.,  and  after  three  years  to  Bridgeport, 
where  he  was  educated  in  the  public  and  private  schools, 
giving  particular  attention  to  mathematical  studies  and  civil 
engineering.  In  1S60  he  engaged  in  the  coal  business  in 
Bridgeport,  in  which  he  continued  until  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Rebellion,  when  in  1862  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  com- 
pany A,  14th  Connecticut  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  upon  the 
organization  of  the  regiment  was  made  commissary-sergeant. 
He  subsequently  acted  as  brigade-commissary  in  the  brigade 
commanded  by  Gen.  Dwight  Morris,  colonel  of  the  14th  reg- 
iment. Executive  ability  has  been  the  marked  feature  of 
Colonel  Knowlton's  life,  and  it  was  strikingly  illustrated  on 
the  night  of  the  battle  of  Antietam,  when,  with  the  utmost 
despatch  he  pushed  his  provision  train  to  the  front  and  was 
the  first  to  provide  his  brigade  with  supplies.  He  was  pro- 
moted to  the  second  lieutenantcy  of  company  C,  the  color 
company  of  his  regiment,  and  was  in  command  of  that  com- 
pany at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg.  On  the  third  day  of  that 
battle  he  was  wounded,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  has  not 
fully  recovered,  and  remained  in  a  hospital  on  the  field  eleven 


'  List  of  the  Postmasters  at  Bridgeport^  with  the  date  of  their  appointment,  as  taken 
from  the  Department  at  Washington,  D.  C. 

Amos  B.  Fairman,  April  I,  1801  Philo  F.  Barnuni,    September  22,  ^845 

Charles  Bostwick,        January  i,  1804  George  Wade,  Ju'y  16,  1848 

Benjamin  Bosiwick,  July  i-  1806  Epaphras  B.  Goodsell,      April  g,  1853 

Charles  Bostwick,         October  I,  1S08  Friend  W.  Smith,  Jr.,       May  16,  1861 

Jesse  Sterling,         September  15,  iSio  George  F.  Tracy,  April  16,  i86g 

Stephen  Lounsbury,  Jr.,     May  S,  1829  James  E.  Dunham.    November  g,  1872 

Smith  Tweedy,  January  12,  1837  Julius  W.  Knowhon,  October  15,  1875 

Isaac  Sherman,  Jr.,         April  12,  1841 
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days,  when  he  was  removed  to  Baltimore,  and  soon  alter 
came  home.  Early  in  the  following-  January  he  returned  to 
the  front,  but  was  unable  to  perform  arduous  military  duty 
because  of  some  spinal  injury  caused  by  the  shock  of  the 
wound  received,  and  March  29,  1S64,  was  discharged  for 
physical  disability,  and  at  the  surrender  of  Lee  was  clerk  in 
the  provost  marshal's  office  at  Bridgeport. 

Upon  the  close  of  the  war  Colonel  Knowlton  received  an 
appointment  in  the  Adams  Express  Company,  and  subse- 
quently, in  October,  1S66,  was  one  of  three  who  purchased 
the  Bridgeport  "Standard,"  the  company  being  organized  as 
a  stock  company  the  next  Januarv,  with  Mr.  Knowlton  as 
secretary  and  treasurer  and  business  manager.  This  position 
he  resigned  in  March,  1873,  to  take  the  superintendency  of 
the  Moore  Car  Wheel  Company,  of  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  a 
large  establishment,  but  the  memorable  "Black  Friday" 
came,  and  the  business  was  ruined.  On  the  12th  of  October, 
1874,  he  accepted  the  position  of  chief  of  the  division  of  dead 
letters  at  Washington,  which  division  being  then  fourteen 
months  in  arrears  and  in  disorder,  was  soon  regulated  to  a 
thorough  system,  all  arrears  cleared  up,  and  the  office  placed 
in  complete  running  order.  He  was  then  made  chief  clerk  of 
the  post  office  department  by  Postmaster-General  Jewell,  a 
position  which  he  held  until  October  15,  1875,  when  he 
received  the  appointment  of  postmaster  at  Bridgeport,  and 
on  November  ist  took  possession  of  the  office,  which  he  has 
conducted  with  his  usual  ability  and  with  great  satisfaction 
to  the  public. 

Politically  Colonel  Knowlton  is  a  republican,  and  is 
active  and  prominent  in  the  councils  of  the  party.  He  has 
served  two  terms  in  the  Legislature,  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Republican  State  Committee,  and  was  on  Governor  Jewell's 
staff,  with  the  rank  of  colonel.  He  is  also  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  for  he  is  now  serving  his  third 
term  as  Eminent  Commander,  having  also  taken  the  thirty- 
second  degree  of  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion  of  the 
United  States.  He  has  been  Assistant  Adjutant  General  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  of  Connecticut,  and  a  mem- 
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ber  of  the  National  Council  of  Administration  of  the  Grand 
Arm}',  and  in  i8So  was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Encamp- 
ment of  the  Grand  Army.  He  is  also  a  trustee  of  the  Me- 
chanics and  Farmers  Savings  Bank,  of  Bridgeport.  In  1885 
he  was  elected  for  the  twenty-first  consecutive  time,  Secretary 
of  the  Society  of  the  I4lh  Connecticut  Regiment,  and  through 
his  faithful  and  earnest  labors  in  this  office  the  society  has  a 
full  set  of  the  reports  of  the  annual  meetings  to  the  present 
time. 

Mr.  Knowllon  married  December  17,  1866,  Miss  Jennie 
E.  Fairchild,  of  Newtown,  Conn.,  and  they  have  had  two 
children,  both  of  whom  are  deceased.  He  traces  his  ances- 
tors back,  in  a  regular  line,  to  Thomas  Knowlton,  who  came 
to  Ipswich,  Mass.,  in  1632  or  3. 

The  Uifdvaulic  Cotupa n ff.'^ — The  efTort  to  supply 
water  by  pipes  to  the  people  of  Bridgeport  was  made  by  the 
Rev.  Elijah  Waterman  about  the  year  1818.  Certain  springs 
of  pure  water  near  the  corner  of  Golden  Hill  and  Hewit 
streets  were  cleared  and  deepened,  and  the  water  conducted 
through  the  principal  streets  in  wooden  pipes,  or,  rather, 
bored  logs.  The  enterprise  was  continued  at  first  by 
Lewis  C.  Segee,  who  succeeded  Mr.  Waterman  about  the 
year  1823,  and  afterwards,  in  May,  1S33,  by  Jesse  Sterling, 
Stephen  Hawley,  Seth  B.  Jones,  Ziba  Northrop,  Nicholas 
Northrop,  Edwin  Porter,  and  George  Kippen,  as  a  chartered 
company — the  first  grant  made  for  a  water  company  by  the 
Connecticut  Legislature — under  the  name  of  the  Bridgeport 
Golden  Hill  Aqueduct  Company,  with  a  capital  of  $10,000, 
the  water  being  obtained  from  the  springs  already  mentioned. 

In  1853  the  need  of  a  more  extensive  supply  of  water, 
particularly  for  fire  purposes,  being  felt,  the  Common  Coun- 
cil granted  to  Nathan  Green — agent  of  the  Pequonnock  Mills, 
in  North  Bridgeport — and  to  his  assigns  the  exclusive  privi- 
lege of  lading  down  water  pipes  in  the  public  streets,  on  con- 
dition that  they  should  furnish  the  city  and  the  inhabitants 
with  a  full  supply  of  pure  water  for  domestic,  mechanical, 
and  all  ordinary  uses,  both  public  and  private.     Upon  this 
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the  Bridgeport  Water  Company  was  incorporated  to  Mr. 
Greene  and  others  for  this  purpose  in  the  year  1853,  with  a 
capital  of  $160,000,  and  during-  the  following  year  a  distribut- 
ing reservoir  in  North  Bridgeport  was  constructed  and  pipes 
laid  through  the  principal  streets  of  the  city,  the  source  of 
supply  being  the  water  of  the  Pequonnock  river,  which  was 
pumped  into  the  reservoir. 

The  enterprise  did  not  prove  remunerative  to  the  stock- 
holders, and,  bonds  to  the  amount  of  ninety  thousand  dollars 
having  been  issued,  the  company  eventually  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  bondholders  by  foreclosure,  and  in  June,  1857,  a 
charter  was  granted  to  a  new  corporation  composed  of  the 
bondholders.  By  this  charter,  William  S.  Knowlton,  N. 
Greene,  J.  H.  Washburn,  Joseph  Richardson,  and  others  be- 
came, under  the  name  of  the  Bridgeport  Hydraulic  Com- 
pany, the  successors  ot  the  Bridgeport  Water  Company,  and 
the  possessors  of  all  its  rights  and  franchises.  Serious  com- 
plaint having  been  made  for  a  long  time  both  as  to  the  want 
of  a  sufficient  supply  and  as  to  the  quality  of  the  water  fur- 
nished, an  act  was  passed  by  the  General  Assembly,  July  2, 
1873,  authorizing  the  city  to  buy  the  works  of  the  Bridge- 
port Hydraulic  Company,  or  to  build  new  works  if  a  pur- 
chase could  not  be  effected  upon  terms  satisfactory  to  the 
city.  This  act  was  duly  ratified  by  the  city,  but  at  a  city 
meeting  called  for  the  purpose,  August  13,  1873,  resolutions 
to  purchase  the  hydraulic  company's  works  for  the  sum  of 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars  were  lost  by  twenty-seven 
majority,  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  being  six  hundred 
and  seventy-six.  A  new  proposition  made  by  the  company 
to  a  committee  of  the  Common  Council,  to  sell  the  works, 
franchises,  etc.,  for  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-five 
thousand  dollars  was  rejected,  November  3,  1873,  by  a  larger 
majority  than  the  former  one,  namely,  two  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-three out  of  a  vote  of  seventeen  hundred  and  forty-three. 
Eventually,  Joseph  Richardson,  up  to  this  time  the  president 
and  leading  stockholder,  sold  his  stock  to  the  Hon.  Amos  S. 
Treat,  and  a  new  policy  was  inaugurated.  The  sources  of 
supply  have  been  greatly  enlarged,  old  and  worn-out  pipe 
has  been  replaced  in  many  sections  with  new  pipe  of  good 
40 
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quality,  and  mains  have  been  laid  in  localities  not  before 
reached.  Since  August  25,  1875,  the  date  of  Mr.  Treat's  pur- 
chase, the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars has  been  expended  in  laying-  mains,  and  thirty  thousand 
dollars  in  building  new  reservoirs.  The  total  amount  of 
mains  now  in  use  is  forty  five  miles,  and  the  elevation  of  the 
distributing  reservoirs  above  tide-water  is  one  hundred  and 
ten  feet.  The  company  now  depends  for  water  chiefly  upon 
natural  flow,  resort  to  the  pump  being  had  only  in  dry 
seasons. 

The  present  sources  of  supply  are:  Trumbull  reservoir, 
60  acres;  Island  Brook  reservoir,  62  acres;  Bunnell's  Pond 
reservoir,  50  acres  ;  Bunnell's  Upper  Pond,  45  acres ;  Ox- 
stream  reservoir,  15  acres  ;  Horse  Tavern  reservoir,  5  acres; 
Distributing  reservoir,  3  acres;  total  240  acres. 

The  officers  of  the  company  are  :  President,  P.  T.  Bar- 
num  ;  Secretary,  C.  H.  Thorp;  Treasurer,  Amos  S.  Treat; 
Superintendent,  George  Richardson  ;  Auditor,  Samuel  Wil- 
mot ;  Directors,  P.  T.  Barnum,  Amos  S.  Treat,  N.  Wheeler, 
T.  B.  DeForest,  J.  Richardson,  Samuel  Wilmot,  William  H. 
Perry,  Samuel  W.  Baldwin. 

The  BrifJfjepot't  Light-house. — The  late  Capt.  Abra- 
ham McNeil  established  a  light  at  the  entrance  of  Bridgeport 
Harbor  about  the  year  1844,  which  was  at  first  a  lantern 
upon  the  end  of  a  buoy,  afterwards  a  whale-boat  decked  over 
and  carrying  a  light,  and  then  a  group  oi  five  piles  with  a 
lantern  upon  the  centre  one.  In  1851,  upon  the  petition  of 
Capt.  John  Brooks,  a  small  light-house  was  erected  here  by 
the  government,  the  predecessor  of  the  present  one  which 
was  built  in  1871.  It  is  located  about  one  and  a  half  miles 
from  the  city,  and  consists  of  a  tower  and  dwelling  painted 
white,  with  slate-colored  Mansard  roof  and  black  lantern. 
The  house  stands  upon  iron  piles.  In  entering  the  harbor 
vessels  must  pass  to  the  eastward  and  not  nearer  than  two 
hundred  feet.  The  light  is  a  fixed,  red  one,  fifty-three  feet 
above  the  sea-level,  and  the  fog-signal  is  a  cast-steel  bell 
struck  by  machmery  every  fifteen  seconds.  S.  Adolphus 
McNeil  is  light-house  keeper. 
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St,  JoJm^s  Lodge,  No.  3,  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
of  Bridgeport,  was  founded  under  a  charter  dated  February 
12,  1762,  and  issued  by  George  Harrison,  Grand  Master  of 
the  province  of  New  York,  to  Eleazer  Hubbell  of  Stratfield, 
in  the  county  of  Fairfield  and  colony  of  Connecticut.  There 
was  then  no  Grand  Lodge  in  Connecticut  ;  there  being  but 
two  local  lodges — Hiram.  No.  i,  ot  New  Haven,  instituted  in 
1750,  and  St.  John's,  No.  2,  of  Middletown,  instituted  in  1754. 
The  first  meeting  of  St.  John's  Lodge  at  Stratfield  under  its 
charter  was  at  the  house  of  Capt.  Samuel  Wakeman  which 
stood  on  the  street  now  called  Park  avenue,  a  short  distance 
south  of  State  street,  February  15,  1762,  there  being  five  mem- 
bers present,  namely,  Arnout  Cannon,  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  who  officiated  as  Master,  pro  tem.:  Joseph  Knapp  and 
Isaac  Young,  of  Fairfield  ;  Eleazer  Hubbell,  of  Stratfield  ;  and 
J.  Anderson,  who  acted  as  secretary,  and  was  perhaps  a  visit- 
ing brother,  as  his  name  occurs  but  once  afterwards  in  the 
records  of  this  lodge.  It  was  a  special  meeting  called  for  the 
purpose  of  initiating  David  Wheeler  and  VVolcott  Chauncey. 
The  first  regular  meeting  was  held  at  the  house  of  Richard 
Hubbell,  who  lived  on  the  street  now  called  Clinton  avenue, 
February  24,  1762.  On  July  14th  of  the  same  year  occurred 
the  first  election  of  officers,  when  Eleazer  Hubbell  was  chosen 
Master. 

The  meetings  continued  to  be  held  in  Stratfield  until 
December  S,  1762,  when  the  lodge  was  removed  to  the  house 
of  Isaac  Young,  in  Fairfield.  Two  years  later  it  was  removed 
to  "the  sign  of  the  Anchor,"  probably  this  was  the  inn  at 
Fairfield  village.  In  January,  1763,  it  was  voted  that  the 
lodge  should  have  a  seal  and  parchment,  and  that  the  secre- 
tary should  charge  three  shillings  for  giving  a  certificate. 
The  initiation  fee  was  three  pounds  ten  shillings  until  1780, 
when  it  was  fi.xed  at  three  pounds  silver  money.  Several 
items  recorded  show  that  the  "refreshments"  were  what 
would  now  be  called  convivial;  for  among  the  furnishings  for 
the  lodge-room  were  glasses  and  a  punch-bowl,  while  by 
special  vote  it  was  made  the  duty  of  the  steward  "  to  provide 
necessaries  for  the  lodge,  rum,  sugar,  pipes  and  tobacco." 
Frequent  mention  is  made,  in  the  records,  of  the  celebration 


3i6 


History  of  Bridgeport. 


of  the  two  St.  John's  Days — June  24th  and  December  27th, 
when  the  members  of  the  lodge  and  invited  guests  usually 
dined  together  after  listening  to  a  sermon  by  some  of  the 
clergy.  The  Rev.  Andrew  Elliot,  of  Fairfield,  was  a  fre- 
quent guest  upon  these  occasions,  and  the  names  of  the  Rev. 
Messrs.  Lamson,  Sayre,  Baldwin  and  Shelton  also  occur  in 
this  connection.  Tokens  of  good  will  were  often  voted  to  the 
officiating  clergymen,  such  as  a  piece  of  calico  (then  seventy- 
five  cents  a  yard)  for  a  summer  gown  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Elliot, 
a  pair  of  silk  gloves  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stebbins  in  return  for  a 
"  very  ingenuous  and  pathetic  discourse  "  in  memory  of  a 
brother  lost  at  sea.  The  following  also,  dated  February  25, 
1793  :  "  V^oted  unanimously.  That  Bros.  Lacey  and  Cannon 
wait  on  the  Rev.  Philo  Shelton  and  present  him  with  the 
thanks  of  this  lodge,  as  likewise  one  guinea,  for  his  excellent 
discourse  on  St.  John's  Day,  27th  December  1792,  at  New- 
field." 

Among  the  prominent  members  of  the  lodge  while  it  re- 
mained in  Fairfield,  were  Jonathan  Bulkley,  who  for  seven- 
teen years  was  elected  Master ;  General  Elijah  Abel,  the 
county  sheriff;  Lieut.  Isaac  Jarvis  and  Capt.  Samuel  Smed- 
ley,  of  Revolutionary  fame,  the  latter,  afterwards  the  col- 
lector of  customs  for  Fairfield  District;  and  Dr.  Francis 
Forgue,  the  leading  physician  of  the  village,  who  tor  many 
years  was  a  constant  attendant.  On  Christmas  Day,  Decem- 
ber 25,  1782,  the  following  resolution  was  passed  in  the  lodge  : 
"That  Brother  Abel  be  desired  to  wait  on  Brother  Forgue 
and  know  whether  it  is  hi?  desire  that  prayers  be  desired  for 
him  at  the  Throne  of  Grace,  under  his  present  indisposition 
of  body."  A  few  weeks  later  the  brethren  followed  his  body 
to  its  last  resting-place. 

On  January  14,  1784,  St.  John's  Lodge  participated  by  its 
delegates  in  the  formation  of  the  present  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
State,  on  which  occasion  Pierrepont  Edwards,  of  New  Haven, 
but  afterwards  of  Bridgeport,  was  chosen  Grand  Master. 
No  allusion  to  either,  the  Revolution  or  the  War  of  1812,  is 
made  in  the  records,  but  in  December,  1799,  it  was  voted, 
"That  the  members  of  the  lodge  wear  suitable  mourning 
upon  the  arm,  during  the  pleasure  of  the  lodge,  in  token  of 
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respect  for  the  memory  of  the  late  M.  \V.  Grand  Master  of 
the  United  States,  George  VVashhigton." 

Durins:  the  War  of  the  Revolution  intervals  of  several 
months  occurred  in  which  no  meetings  were  held,  and  from 
1786  to  17S9,  the  meetings  were  very  inlrequcnt  and  but 
slenderly  attended.  In  17S9,  through  the  efforts  of  Josiah 
Lacey,  Lambert  Lockwood  and  Daniel  Young,  influential 
members  of  the  order  engaged  in  business  at  the  thriving  set- 
tlement of  Newfield,  which  centered  near  the  present  corner 
of  Water  and  State  streets,  in  Bridgeport,  the  lodge  was  re- 
moved to  this  place.  The  first  meeting  was  held  at  the  house 
of  Daniel  Young,  which  is  still  standing  on  the  southwest 
corner  of  Union  and  Water  streets,  June  24,  1789.  Nine 
members  and  four  visiting  brethren  were  present,  and  officers 
were  elected,  and  delegates  to  the  convention  chosen  ;  after 
which  the  brethren  adjourned  to  the  public-house  of  William 
Peet,  "  where  they  dined  and  drank  in  good  harmony." 

On  January  27,  1790,  the  lodge  voted  to  meet  at  the 
house  of  Mr.  William  Peet,  innkeeper,  upon  the  north  side  of 
State  street,  where  the  post-office  now  stands,  "  until  a  more 
convenient  place  can  be  provided,"  and  on  December  14, 
1791,  it  was  voted  "to  remove  to  the  ciiambers  of  Brother 
Josiah  Lacey 's  house,"  which  stood  on  the  south  side  of  State 
street,  between  Main  and  Water.  On  December  12,  1792,  it 
was  voted  to  remove  to  the  house  of  Isaac  Hinman,  which 
stood  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Wall  and  Water  streets. 

From  1809  to  1S12,  by  order  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  this 
lodge  was  obliged  to  meet  within  one  mile  of  the  court-house, 
in  the  town  of  Fairfield.  In  i8i2,  it  returned  to  the  house  of 
Ephraim  Knapp,  who  succeeded  Mr.  Hinman  on  the  corner 
of  Wall  and  Water  streets,  and  since  then  it  has  met  in 
Bridgeport. 

During  the  years  1831  and  1832,  on  account  of  the  sup- 
posed abduction  of  Morgan,  public  feeling  ran  high  against 
Free  Masonry.  It  was  accused  of  being  an  institution  danger- 
ous to  the  community  and  injurious  to  morality  and  religion. 
To  meet  this,  a  defense  of  Freemasonry,  signed  bv  fifty  mem- 
bers of  St.  John's  Lodge,  was  published  in  the  local  newspa- 
pers, and  among  the  names  were  the  following  well  known 
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men  :  Hanford  Lyon,  Philo  Hurd,  Wilson  Hawley,  Gen. 
Enoch  Foot,  Charles  Foote,  William  Peet,  Rev.  H.  R.  Judah, 
rector  of  St.  John's  Church,  Dr.  William  B.  Nash,  Abijah 
Hawley,  Ezekiel  Hiibbell,  Eli  Thompson,  and  Gideon  Thomp- 
son, as  well  as  others  ot  equal  standing  in  the  community. 
After  1847,  Masonry  began  to  revive,  and  meetings  were  held 
at  first  in  the  old  lodge-room,  in  the  upper  story  of  the 
school-house  No.  200  State  street,  afterwards  upon  the  north- 
west corner  of  State  and  Water  streets,  then  over  Ferris 
Flurd's  store  on  Water  street,  at  the  foot  of  State,  and  finally, 
in  1855,  in  the  present  well  known  and  elegant  rooms  in  the 
Sturdevant  Building,  corner  ot  Main  and  Bank  streets. 

On  February  12,  1862,  the  centennial  anniversary'  of  St. 
John's  Lodge  No.  3,  was  celebrated  by  interesting  exercises 
held  in  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  a  supper 
at  Franklin  Hall,  at  which  about  four  hundred  members  of 
the  order  with  invited  guests  were  present. 

The  present  membership  of  St.  John's  Lodge  No.  3,  is 
about  five  hundred. 

The  Corintliian  Lodffe,  No.  104,  was  chartered  May 
22,  186S,  and  now  numbers  about  one  hundred  members.  It 
meets  in  the  same  rooms  as  the  St.  John's  Lodge. 

Hamilton  ConinKnidei'ijf  No.  5,  Knights  Templar, 
was  chartered,  under  the  name  ot  Hamilton  Encampment, 
May  10,  1855,  with  sixteen  charter  members,  all  of  whom  had 
originally  belonged  to  Clinton  Commandery. 

The  following  are  the  names  and  dates  of  organization  of 
other  Masonic  bodies  in  Bridgeport: 

Jernsalein  CJtftpte)',  No.  13,  R.  A.  M.,  October  21,  1813. 
Jerusalem  Council,  No.  16,  R.  and  S.  M.,  in  1827. 
DeWitt  Clinton  Lodge  of  T^erfection,  in  May,  1858. 
Pequonnoek  Chaptev^  R.  C,  June  i,  1858. 
Washington  Counril,  P.  of  J.,  June  i,  1858. 
Lafayette  Consistory,  S.  P.  of  R.  S.,  June  i,  1858. 
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Independent  Order  of  Odd  FeUoivs. — The  Quinni- 
piac  Lodge,  of  New  Haven,  instituted  September  3,  1839, 
was  the  introduction  of  the  society  of  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  into  Connecticut.  In  April,  1S40,  Charter  Oak 
Lodge,  No.  2,  of  Hartford,  and  Middlesex  Lodge,  No.  3,  of 
East  Haddam,  were  founded,  followed  June  11,  1S41,  b)-  that 
of  the  Pequonnock  Lodge,  No.  4,  o(  Bridgeport,  the  petition 
for  which  was  signed  by  George  H.  Johnson,  John  M.  Wil- 
son, Gilson  Landon,  Samuel  L.  Eldred,  and  George  Walters, 
all  of  this  city.  The  first  place  of  meeting  was  in  a  small 
room  in  the  upper  story  of  number  35  Wall  street,  but  in 
January,  1845,  larger  hall  was  occupied  at  number  407 
Water  street.  On  February  4,  1847,  Arcanum  Lodge,  No. 
41,  was  instituted,  its  first  officers  being  Ira  Morse,  N.  G. ; 
W.  H.  Lacey,  V.  G. ;  W.  H.  Williams,  Secretary;  L.  C. 
Shepard,  Treasurer.  The  place  of  meeting  was  the  same 
with  the  Pequonnock  Lodge.  For  a  number  of  years  these 
lodges  prospered  financially  and  numerically,  but  the  interest 
having  declined,  and  secret  societies  generally  being  out  of 
favor  with  the  public,  in  1856  Arcanum  Lodge  surrendered 
its  charter,  and  in  i860  its  example  was  followed  by  Pequon- 
nock Lodge. 

Steuben  Lodge,  No.  83,  of  this  city,  was  instituted  April 
I,  1867,  and  for  a  long  time  met  at  the  old  hall  on  Water 
street,  but  on  July  9,  1879,  having  greatly  increased  in  mem- 
bership and  in  funds,  it  removed  to  its  present  elegant  rooms 
in  Stanton  block,  on  State  street.  The  charter  of  the  Pequon- 
nock Lodge  was  renewed  February  2,  1869,  on  petition  of 
Martin  Concord,  F.  PL  Stevens,  J.  L.  Roberts,  Ebenezer 
Wheeler,  and  Lewis  Sherman,  former  aiembers.  Its  meet- 
ings were  held  at  first  on  Water  street,  but  in  January,  1871, 
it  removed  to  the  hall  over  the  People's  Savings  Bank,  corner 
of  Main  and  Bank  streets,  and  on  April  19,  1873,  '^-S  present 
hall  in  the  upper  story  of  the  Burroughs  Building,  on  the 
corner  of  Main  and  John  streets.  These  rooms  were  fitted, 
frescoed,  furnished,  and  carpeted  very  handsomely  by  the 
lodge,  and  the  hall  is  the  largest  occupied  in  the  State  by  the 
order.  Arcanum  Lodge,  N(x  41,  was  revived  March  17,  1875, 
and  meets  at  present  in  the  hall  of  the  Pequonnock  Lodge, 
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while  Lessing,  No.  94,  organized  December  14,  1S74,  has 
always  met  over  the  People's  Savings  Bank,  and,  like  its 
parent,  Steuben  Lodge,  works  in  the  German  language. 

In  the  j-ear  1876  it  was  thought  advisable  to  begin  to 
hold  meetings  of  the  order  in  East  Bridgeport,  and  Harris 
Lodge,  No.  99,  was  begun  October  27th  of  that  year,  at  num- 
ber 224  East  iNLain  street,  with  thirty-eight  members;  but  a 
severe  storm  having  unroofed  the  building,  the  lodge  removed 
to  its  present  rooms  on  East  Washington  avenue,  about  Jan- 
uary t,  1877.  Charity  Lodge,  No.  4,  and  Friendship  Lodge, 
No.  13,  Degree  of  Rebekah,  were  instituted  May  7,  1870,  and 
on  February  13,  1874,  the  latter  working  in  the  German 
language.  Both  of  these  bodies  are  composed  of  members 
of  the  other  subordinate  lodges  and  their  wives,  and  are  in  a 
flourishing  condition. 

Stratfield  Encampment,  No.  23,  was  instituted  July  16, 
1869,  with  seven  charter  members,  and  meets  in  the  hall  of 
Pequonnock  Lodge.  The  whole  number  admitted  to  mem- 
bership in  it  is  231.  It  now  numbers  about  100,  including  a 
battalion  of  about  forty  uniformed  patriarchs.  Bridgeport 
Encampment,  No.  22,  was  chartered  May  17,  1870.  and  meets 
in  the  hall  of  Steuben  Lodge,  on  State  street.  Its  member- 
ship is  about  ninety.  Each  ol  the  lodges  and  encampments 
makes  its  own  by-laws  respecting  the  amount  of  admission 
fees  and  weekly  and  funeral  benefits. 

The  Mutual  Aid  Association,  composed  of  odd  fellows 
throughout  the  State,  has  about  400  members  in  Bridgeport. 
It  pays  upon  the  death  of  a  member  $1,500  in  one  class,  and 
$500  in  another  class.  There  is  also  a  sick  benefit  association 
in  connection  with  the  Pequonnock  and  Arcanum  Lodges, 
which  pays  five  dollars  per  week  during  sickness,  in  addition 
to  the  regular  benefits  paid  by  the  lodge.  Another  mutual 
aid  association  of  members  of  these  two  lodges  has  about  100 
names  upon  its  roll,  each  one  of  whom  pays  two  dollars  upon 
the  decease  of  any  member  of  the  association. 

In  addition  to  the  necessary  expenses  of  fitting  up  lodges 
and  rents,  there  has  been  paid  for  relief  of  members  of  Bridge- 
port organizations  since  the  revival  of  the  order,  in  1867,  not 
far  from  $18,000,  while  the  whole  number  of  persons  admitted 
to  membership  during  the  same  period  is  about  1,200. 
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In  addition  to  the  masons  and  odd  fellows,  there  are  in 
Bridgeport  more  than  fifty  societies  ot  various  descriptions, 
holding  regular  meetings,  and  some  of  them  doing  excellent 
work.  Among  them  are  some  fifteen  different  temperance 
organizations,  a  Bible  society,  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and 
Knights  of  Honor,  a  dramatic  society,  a  medical  association, 
the  St.  George,  Caledonian,  Emmett,  and  other  clubs,  the 
Fireman's  Benevolent  Association,  the  Ladies'  Charitable 
Society,  a  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals, 
several  military  companies,  and  other  singing  and  g^'mnastic 
associations. 

Bridgeport  Division,  No.  24,  Sons  of  Temperance, 
meets  every  Tuesday  evening  at  G.  A.  R.  Hall.  \V.  P.,  Ralph 
Ritch;  VV.  A.,  xMary  Abbott;  R.  S.,  Minnie  Hawes;  A.  R.  S., 
Harry  S.  Gaylord  ;  F.  S.,  Robert  P.  Hinckley  ;  Treasurer, 
Henry  Chewenhill ;  Chaplain,  William  J.  Smith  ;  C,  Jennie 

G.  Hawes;  A.  C,  Drucillia  Friar;  1.  S.,  Charles  Comstock  ; 
O.  S.,  George  J.  Mills. 

Livinff  Sprinfj  Dirision ,  No.  22,  Sons  of  Temperance. 
W.  P.,  Frank  W.  Mellen;  W.  A.,  Sarah  F.  Jackson;  R.  S., 
Charles  VV.  Hinckley;  A.  R.  S.,  Rosa  Kinsella;  F.  S.,  Ste- 
phen L.  Conger;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  C.  M.  Conger;  Chaplain, 
Mrs.  Nellie  Thompson;  C,  Mrs.  Sarah  Wooten  ;  A.  C,  Sadie 
McNaughton;  I.  S.,  W.  L.  Bayles;  O.  S.,  Mrs.  Electra  Cot- 
trell ;  P.  \V.  P.,  Mrs.  Emma  J.  Emmons.  The  regular  meet- 
ing is  held  every  Monday  evening,  in  Temperance  Hall,  at 
18  Beach  street. 

PequonnocU  Lodge,  No.  30,  Good  Templars.  This 
lodge  was  instituted  March  22,  1866.  The  following  are  the 
present  officers:  W.  C.  T.,  Thomas  Walker;  Secretary,  Mrs. 

H.  E.  Havens  ;  Treasurer,  Annie  E.  Fox  ;  P.  W.  C.  T.,  William 
H.  Fosket ;  Lodge  Deputy,  Frederick  L.  Bray.  The  regular 
meeting  is  held  every  Friday  evening  in  Grand  Army  Hall, 
over  the  post  office. 

Ifonpareil  Lodge,  No.  187,  Good  Templars.    The  reg- 
ular meeting  is  held  every  Thursday  evening  in  Temperance 
Hall,  in  Beach  street. 
41 
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Crystal  Fount  Temple  of  Honov  and  Temperance. 
— VV.  C.  T.,  J.  A.  Keinsella  ;  W.  V.  T.,  L.  C.  Williams  ;  VV.  R., 
L.  J.  Maynard;  W.  A.  R.,  Joseph  Youngs;  \V.  F.  R.,  H.  C. 
Bartlet;  \V.  T.,  T.  Hands;  W.  Chaplain,  C.  Bogardus; 
VV.  U.,  G.  Ingalls;  \V.  D.  U.,  F.  Jeffers;  W.  G.,  J.  Rhodes; 
W.  S.,  J.  Sawyer;  Trustees,  J.  A.  Keinsella,  C.  Bogardus, 
R.  VV.  Davis.  The  regular  meetings  are  held  on  Thursday 
evenings,  in  Pythian  Hall,  at  45  W^all  street,  corner  of  Main. 

Father  JIatt/ten'  Yotmg  Jfen's  T.  A.  B.  Society, 
was  organized  October,  1S6S.  President,  J.  J.  Hagerty ; 
Vice-President,  John  Reilly  ;  Recording  Secretary,  George 
T.  Kelly  ;  Financial  Secretary,  John  Kearney  ;  Correspondmg 
Secretary,  VV.  H.  Barry;  Treasurer,  Patrick  Kane;  Marshall, 
John  Maher;  Sergeant-at-Arms,  Patrick  Noonan.  The  regu- 
lar meetings  are  held  on  the  first  Sunday  and  the  third  Thurs- 
day in  each  month,  at  number  444  Main  street. 

St.  3Iary's  T.  A,  H.  Society,  was  organized  May  24, 
1868.  President,  John  A.  Muldoon;  Vice-President,  John 
Curran;  Recording  Secretary,  John  O'Hara;  Finance  Secre- 
tary, Thomas  E.  Hearan  ;  Treasurer,  Martin  Quinlin.  The 
regular  meetings  are  held  the  first  and  third  Tuesday  even- 
ing in  each  month,  in  St.  Joseph's  Convent. 

St.  PatricJv's  T.  A.  B.  Society  was  organized  October, 
1868.  President,  Timothy  Shanahan;  Vice-President,  John 
McCarthy;  Secretary,  James  Noonan;  Financial  Secretary, 
John  Nagle ;  Treasurer,  Hugh  McCaughalty  ;  Marshal,  Ed- 
ward Hanley.  The  meetings  are  held  on  the  first  Thursday 
of  each  month,  at  444  Main  street. 

Woman^s  Christian  Temperance  77» /on.— Presi- 
dent, Mrs.  C.  E.  Sanford ;  Secretary,  Mrs.  S.  R.  VVilmot; 
Treasurer,  Miss  E.  C.  Porter;  Executive  Committee,  Mrs. 
C.  E.  Sanford,  Mrs.  S.  R.  VV^ihnot,  Miss  E.  C.  Porter,  Mrs. 
S.  P.  Gay,  and  Miss  J.  E.  Prindle.  Woman's  meeting  on 
Thursday  at  3  o'clock  P.  M. 

The  OrpJian  Asylum. — The  Bridgeport  Protestant 
Orphan  iVsylum  was  organized  December  11,  1867,  and  in- 
corporated May  6,  1868,  "for  the  purpose  of  relieving,  sup- 
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porting-,  and  educating  children  who  arc  friendless  and  de/"o- 
late,"  Miss  Lydia  R.  Ward,  Mrs.  Eliza  S.  W.  Jones,  Mrs. 
Mary  L.  Clapp,  and  forty-seven  other  ladies  being  the  in- 
corporators. The  building  now  occupied  as  an  asylutn, 
number  119  Lafayette  street,  was  completed  March  31,  1870, 
and  cost  $13,000  The  land  upon  which  it  stands  was  the 
gift  of  Nathaniel  Wheeler,  Isaac  H.  Whiting,  and  Francis 
Ives.  A  new  building  for  hospital  purposes  has  been  added 
at  a  cost  of  $1 ,000. 

The  officers  of  the  institution  are:  Miss  Lydia  R.  Ward, 
President;  Mrs.  Edward  Sterling,  Vice-President;  Mrs.  S.  B. 
Sumner,  Chief  Manager;  Mrs.  Gustav  Ohnesorg,  Recording 
Secretary  ;  Miss  Henrietta  M.  Noble,  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary; Miss  Georgiana  Gossling,  Treasurer;  Miss  S.  C.  Ward, 
Mrs.  Russell  Tomlinson,  Providers;  Mrs.  Russell  Tomlinson, 
Miss  S.  C.  Ward,  Mrs.  E.  L.  Gaylord,  Standing  Committee; 
and  Nathaniel  Wheeler,  George  Mallory,  E.  S.  Hawley, 
Edward  Sterling,  Clapp  Spooner,  and  William  D.  Bishop, 
Trustees. 

The  Hi'UJgeport  Scientific  Socictif. —  In  August,  1877, 
a  society  under  the  name  of  the  Bridgeport  Societ}-  of  Natural 
Science,  afterward  changed  to  "The  Bridgeport  Scientific 
Society,"  was  formed  with  the  following  officers :  President, 
H.  N.  Powers,  D.D.;  Vice-President,  Clarence  Sterling  ;  Sec- 
retary, Geo.  C.  Waldo;  Corresponding  Secretary,  W.  L. 
Sherwood;  Treasurer,  T.  E.  Peck;  Curator,  H.  T.  Hickok; 
Librarian,  Leonard  Sterling.  Miss  Annie  Sterling  was  after- 
wards appointed  Historian,  which  position  she  occupied  till 
her  death. 

It  rapidly  increased  in  numbers,  the  interest  in  its  work 
developed  largely  and  the  community  was  very  much  im- 
pressed with  its  efforts  and  the  various  public  meetings 
which  it  held  from  time  to  time.  Its  museum  and  library 
grew  to  very  considerable  proportions,  and  the  success  of  its 
members  in  the  various  fields  of  study  and  research  adopted 
by  them  has  been  very  gratifying.  The  society  has  rooms  in 
the  Wales  Buildingon  Main  street,  second  story,  and  all  except 
its  more  important  public  meetings  have  been  holden  there. 
It  has  had  hundreds  of  papers  read  before  it,  has  given  hun- 
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dreds  of  public  lectures  by  members  of  the  society  and  scien- 
tists from  abroad,  which  have  been  well  attended,  and  its  in- 
fluence is  widely  felt  and  acknowledged.  Classes  in  various 
scientific  branches  have  been  organized  under  competent  in- 
structors, and  the  work  done  is  of  a  very  satisfactory  charac- 
ter. The  Rev.  Dr.  Powers  continued  president  of  the  society 
till  1885  when  he  left  Bridgeport,  and  Mr.  Isaac  Holden  was 
elected  in  his  place.  The  present  officers  are:  President, 
Isaac  Holden,  Esq.;  Vice-President,  Charles  M.  DePuy,  Esq.; 
Secretary,  W.  T.  Van  York;  Assistant  Secretary,  Dr.  C.  S. 
Hoag;  Corresponding  Secretary,  L.  H.  Baker;  Treasurer, 
G.  J.  Brown  ;  Assistant  Treasurer,  Rev.  G.  B.  Da}-  ;  Curator, 
C.  K.  Averill ;  Librarian,  L.  H.  Baker.  The  society  has  a 
very  fine  Herbarium,  containing  upwards  of  500  specimens  of 
local  plants,  collected  largely  through  the  efforts  of  the  Presi- 
dent, Mr.  Holden,  and  which  is  being  increased  from  time  to 
time  as  new  species  are  discovered. 

Saives'  Opera  House,  located  on  Fairfield  avenue,  is 
the  only  institution  of  the  kind  in  the  cit}'.  Mr.  Edmund  V^. 
Hawes,  a  native  of  Sherman,  Conn.,  came  to  Bridgeport  in 
1864,  and  commenced  building  this  house  for  an  Opera,  in 
August,  1876,  and  completed  it  April,  1877,  upon  land  pur- 
chased of  Hanford  Lyon.  The  dimensions  of  the  theatre  are  : 
60  feet  by  iio,  on  the  ground  floor,  with  balcony  and  gallery, 
having  a  seating  capacity  of  1,300.  There  are  four  aisles  be- 
low making  sections  A.  B.  C. ;  three  aisles  in  the  balcony 
making  sections  D.  E.  F. ;  four  proscenium  boxes  seating 
thirty  persons.  The  proscenium  arch  is  32  feet;  stage  40  feet 
by  60;  height  of  scenery  20  feet.  The  building  is  heated  by 
steam,  and  is  managed  by  Mr.  Hawes,  the  proprietor.  The 
theatre,  for  nearly  ten  years  has  been  occupied  by  the  highest 
class  of  dramatic  and  musical  entertainments  and  lectures, 
and  is  a  popular  place  of  entertainment. 

Bridgeport  City  Goverjwient  for  i88§-6. 

Mayor — Hon.  Henry  H.  Pyle. 

Aldermen — ist  ward,  Civilian  Fones  ;  2d  ward,  Daniel  W.  Kissam  ;  3d  ward, 
Pbilo  H.  Skidmore,  Jr.;  4th  ward,  Thomas  Ronan,  Jr.;  5th  vvard,  Jerome  Orcutt  ; 
6th  ward,  Aurelius  Steward. 
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Aldermen  at  Large — Jacob  B.  Klein,  Henry  A.  Bishop,  Henry  R.  Parrott,  Wil- 
liam Lowe,  Daniel  ^L  Ford.  Charles  Paul. 

Councilmen— 1st  ward,  Richard  B.  Cogswell,  Walter  Nichols,  William  Couch  ; 
2d  ward,  George  B.  Whitney,  Howard  G.  Hubbell,  William  F.  Pinkham  ;  3d  ward. 
James  H.  Dorus,  John  N.  Near,  Michael  Frawley  ;  4th  ward,  Patrick  J.  Kell\-, 
James  A.  How.ird.  John  T.  Logan  ;  5th  ward,  Horace  L.  Fames,  George  E.  Somers, 
Henry  T.  Hawley  ;  6th  ward,  John  B.  Sullivan,  Rudolph  Laubscher,  Jacob  W. 
Greninger. 

City  Clerk— Christopher  .A.  Mooney  ;  City  Treasurer — Tracey  B.  Warren; 
Ciiy  Auditor — Bernard  Keating. 

Judge  of  City  Court — Alfred  B.  Beers  ;  Deputy  Judge — Charles  A.  Doten  : 
City  Attorney — David  B.  Lockwood  ;  Prosecuting  Officer — John  C.  Chamberlin  ; 
City  Sheriffs — Joseph  H.  Perry  and  Dwight  Thompson. 

Collector  of  Assessments — William  W.  Robinson. 

Board  of  Public  Works — Peter  W.  Wren,  Edward  R.  Ives,  George  A.  Nor- 
throp, Charles  R.  Brothwell,  E.  G.  Burnham,  Charles  G.  Sanford. 
Street  Commissioner — Bradford  D.  Pierce. 

Park  Commissioners— William  H.  Noble,  Albert  Fames,  William  H.  Perry, 
P.  T.  Barnum. 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures — Edward  Lehman. 
City  Surveyor — H.  G.  Scofield. 
Fire  Marshall — Joseph  Hotchkiss. 
Janitor — Patrick  Lynch. 

Board  of  Health — B.  D.  Pierce,  Doct.  Francis  J.  Young,  William  R.  Palmer; 
Clerk — Christopher  A.  Mooney;  Health  Otficer — Richard  Fiizgibbons. 


Mayors  of  the  City  of  Bridgeport  and  year  of  their  election. 

1836  Isaac  Sherman,  Jr., 

1865 

Stillman  S.  Clapp, 

1837  Daniel  Sterling, 

1866 

Monson  Hawley, 

1838  Alanson  Hamlin, 

1868 

Jarratt  Morford, 

1839  Charles  Foote, 

1S69 

Monson  Hawley, 

1840  Charles  Bostivick, 

1870 

Jarratt  Morford, 

1841  William  P.  Burrall, 

1871 

E.  B.  Goodsell, 

1843  James  C.  Loomis. 

1874 

Robert  T.  Clarke, 

1S44  Henry  K.  Harral, 

1875 

Phineas  T.  Barnum, 

1847  Sherwood  Sterling, 

1876 

Jarratt  Morford, 

1849  Henry  K.  Harral, 

1S78 

Robert  E.  DeForest, 

1851  John  Brooks,  Jr., 

1879 

John  L.  Wessells, 

1852  Henry  K.  Harral, 

1880 

Daniel  N.  Morgan, 

1853  Charles  B.  Hubbell, 

1881 

John  L.  Wessells, 

1854  John  Brooks,  Jr., 

1882 

Carlos  Cunis, 

1855  P.  C.  Calhoun, 

1883 

John  L.  Wessells, 

1858  Silas  C.  Booth, 

18S4 

Daniel  N.  Morgan, 

i860  D.  H.  Slerling, 

1885 

Henry  11.  Pyle. 

1863  Clapp  Spooner, 

1886 

Civilian  Fones. 

1864  Jarratt  Morford. 

The  following  reduced  fac-simile  certificate  was  given,  as  it  shows,  upon  the 

qualifying  of  the  first  Mayor  of  Bridgeport. 
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Clerks  of  the  City  of  Bridgeport  atid year  of  tlieir  election. 


1S36  Ira  Sherman, 

1844  J.  H.  Adams, 

1845  Stephen  Hawlej', 
1854  John  M.  Wilson, 

1857  Samuel  Jones, 

1858  George  F.  Tracy, 

1864  John  T.  Shelton, 

1865  David  B.  Lockwood, 
1867  George  F.  Tracy, 


1868  William  E.  Barnett, 

1869  Wilfred  E.  Norton, 

1870  Stephen  S.  Blake, 

1871  Morris  W.  Seymour, 
1872-3  James  King, 
1874-5-6  Morris  B.  Beardsley, 
1877-1SS2  Bernard  Keating, 
1883-4-5  Christopher  A.  Mooney. 


Represe7itatives  fro7n  Bridgeport. 


1822  Enoch  Foote, 

1823  Joseph  Backus, 

1824  William  Peet, 

1825  William  DeForest, 

1826  Noah  Plumb, 

1827  Smith  Tweedy, 

1828  Thomas  C.  Wordin, 
X829  Smith  Tweedy, 

1830  Samuel  Simons, 

1831  Enoch  Foote, 

1832  Noah  Plumb, 

1833  Smith  Tweedy, 

1834  Noah  Plumb, 

1835  Daniel  O.  Wheeler, 

1836  Smith  Tweedy, 

1837  William  S.  Pomeroy, 

1838  Henry  Dutton, 

1839  Henry  Dutton, 


1840  Joseph  Thompson, 

1841  James  Fitch, 

1842  Abijah  Hawley, 

1843  Sherwood  Sterling, 

1844  Alexander  Hamilton, 

1845  Dwight  Morris. 

1846  Joseph  F.  Crosby, 

1847  Joshua  Lord, 

1848  Henry  F.  Huggins, 

1849  Silas  B.  Booth, 

1850  William  S.  Pomeroy, 

1851  Wyllys  Lyon, 

1852  Wyllys  Lyon, 

1853  Joseph  F.  Crosby, 

1854  Thomas  S.  Oakley, 

1855  Silas  C.  Booth, 

1856  James  C.  Loomis, 

1857  Philo  C.  Calhoun, 


The  word  "me"  is  out  in  the  original  fac-simile. 
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1858  Amos  S.  Treat, 

1859  Allison  A.  Pettengill 

1860  James  C.  Loomis, 

1861  George  W.  Bacon, 

1862  Amos  S.  Treat, 

1863  Russell  Tomlinson, 

1864  Dwight  Morris, 

1865  Samuel  Larkin, 
1S66  Nathaniel  Wheeler, 
1867  George  Mallory, 
1S68  Nathaniel  Wheeler, 

1869  Amos  S.  Treat, 

1870  Nathaniel  Wheeler, 

1871  William  D.  Bishop, 

1872  Nathaniel  Wheeler, 

1873  Goodwin  Stoddard, 
1S74  Robert  Hubbard, 
1875  Carlos  Curtis, 


David  B.  Lockwood, 
1876  Robert  Hubbard, 


1877  Carlos  Curtis, 
George  W.  Bacon, 

1878  Phineas  T.  Barnum, 
Stephen  Nichols, 

1879  Phineas  T.  Barnum, 
Amos  S.  Treat, 

1S80  Dwight  Morris, 
John  Sexton, 

1881  David  M.  Read, 
Robert  E.  Deforest, 

1882  A.  H.  Abernethy, 
Peter  W.  Wren, 

1883  Daniel  N.  Morgan, 
David  B.  Lockwood, 

1884  William  H.  Noble, 
Albert  M.  Tallmadge, 

1885  John  J.  Phelan, 
L.  Myron  Slade, 

18S6  John  J.  Phelan, 
Henry  A.  Bishop. 


George  W.  Bacon, 


TJie  Five  Department  of  Bridgeport.  One  of  the  first 
public  measures  of  the  citizens  of  the  village  of  Newfield,  was 
to  form  themselves  into  a  fire  company,  which  was  incorpo- 
rated in  1797.  Another  act  in  regard  to  it  was  passed  in  the 
t'ollowing  year,  and  in  1834  a  third  fire  company  was  char- 
tered, followed,  in  1S40,  by  the  Phoenix  Fire  Company,  No.  4, 
and  the  Pequonnock  Fire  Company,  of  North  Bridgeport, 
and  in  1845  by  the  Bridgeport  Hose  Company.  The  engines 
at  Hrst  were  of  the  kind  that  the  water  was  poured  into  them 
and  then  thrown  by  the  instrument  upon  the  fire,  so  that  at 
the  alarm  of  fire  the  citizens  ran  to  the  place  with  their  fire 
bucket  in  hand,  formed  a  line  to  a  convenient  well,  and  passed 
the  buckets  filled,  and  poured  the  water  into  the  engine  tank. 
The  first  very  large  fire  occurred  in  1S35,  when  the  buildings 
of  a  considerable  district  in  the  heart  of  the  city  were  con- 
sumed. 

A  great  conflagration  occurred  in  the  morning  of  Decem- 
ber II,  1845,  when  the  buildings  on  the  eastern  side  of  Water 
street  and  both  sides  of  Wall  and  State  streets  were  destroyed. 
Forty-nine  buildings  were  consumed,  and  the  loss  was  esti- 
mated at  $125,000.    See  cut  on  page  305. 
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The  first  effective  engine  was  that  purchased  for  company 
No.  5,  which  was  built  in  New  York  at  a  cost  of  $i,ooo. 
Within  a  week  after  its  arrival  the  steam  flour  mill  near  the 
corner  of  Water  street  and  South  avenue  was  burned,  and  ten 
days  after  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  edifice  shared  the 
same  fate.  Previous  to  1847  there  was  no  organized  fire 
department,  the  several  companies  being  not  onl}'  independ- 
ent of  each  other,  but  frequently  antagonistic.  A  by-law 
drafted  by  R.  B.  Lacey,  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a 
board  of  engineers  and  the  entorcement  of  better  discipline, 
was  adopted  in  that  year,  and  continued  in  force  until  the 
adoption  of  a  paid  fire  department.  The  steam  fire  engine 
D.  H.  Sterling,  No.  i,  was  purchased  by  the  city  in  January, 
1864,  and  proved  so  successful  that  in  May,  1865,  steamer 
Proctor,  No.  2,  was  purchased,  and  in  August  of  the  same 
year  steamer  Excelsior,  No.  5. 

In  October,  1872,  the  volunteer  fire  department  was  dis- 
banded, and  a  paid  department  substituted  for  it.  Charles  A. 
Gerdenier,  who  had  been  at  the  head  of  the  volunteer  organ- 
ization since  1S69,  was  appointed  chief  engineer  and  has  held 
this  important  office  since  that  time.  This  department  of  the 
city  government  is  equipped  with  the  usual  engines,  bell- 
towers,  alarms,  common  in  the  cities  of  the  day,  at  a  cost  of 
over  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Besides  the  chief  engineer,  the  active  force  of  the  depart- 
ment consists  of  nine  assistant  engineers,  seven  drivers,  and 
forty-five  hose  and  hook  and  ladder  men  ;  in  all,  sixty -two 
persons.  The  government  is  in  the  hands  of  a  board  of  com- 
missioners. It  has  had  good  success  since  its  organization  in 
subduing  fires,  although  there  have  been  several  serious  con- 
flagrations effecting  considerable  loss  of  property,  such  as  the 
burning  of  the  steamboat  Alice  at  the  dock,  July  22,  1S52, 
loss,  $25,000;  the  carriage  factory  of  F.  Wood  and  Company, 
on  Broad  street,  December  22,  1865;  the  lumber  yard  of 
Beardsley,  Wilson  and  Company,  May  28,  1871  ;  the  planing 
mill  and  lumber  yard  of  S.  Nickerson  and  Son,  September 
30,  1872;  the  Courtland  Block,  February  21,  1873;  the  Pres- 
byterian church,  December  9,  1874  :  the  cabinet  factory  of  the 
Wheeler  and  Wilson  Company,  December  14,  1875;  and  the 
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hat  factory  of  Glover  Sanford  and  Sons,  June  7,  1S77,  on 
which  occasion  eleven  lives  were  lost  by  the  falling-  of  a  wall  ; 
and  the  burning  of  the  large  building  of  the  Howe  Manufact- 
uring Companv  in  18S3. 

The  present  commissioners  of  the  fire  department  are: 
Samuel  W.  Baldwin,  William  E.  Seeley,  Eli  Dewhurst,  Henry 
Atwater.  The  Chiet  Engineer  is  Charles  A.  Gerdenier,  and 
the  assistants  are:  Joseph  B.  King,  Peter  Ring,  Daniel 
Holden. 

Adams  Jlxpress  Connmntj. — William  F.  Harden  was 
the  first  man  to  commence  running  an  express  between  Bos- 
ton and  New  York  in  February,  1S39,  '"^"d  is  regarded  as  the 
founder  of  the  express  business  in  this  country.  In  May, 
1840,  Alvin  Adams  commenced  in  opposition  to  Harden,  and 
for  several  years  Mr.  Adams  was  his  own  messenger,  cashier, 
clerk  and  porter.  In  1843,  he  first  began  to  use  horses  and 
wagons  in  delivering  packages,  and  soon  afterwards  Adams 
and  Company  made  a  contract  with  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment for  the  transportation  of  government  funds,  which  their 
successors  still  continue.  On  the  opening  of  the  New  York 
and  New  Haven  railroad,  October  26,  184S,  a  daily  express 
was  established. 

The  office  of  the  Adams  Express  Company  was  after- 
wards located  under  the  Sterling  House,  but  subsequently 
removed  to  the  York  House  building,  on  the  West  side 
of  Water,  near  Union  street,  and  thence  to  its  present  loca- 
tion, in  the  depot  building  at  the  foot  of  Fairfield  avenue. 
The  Adams  Express  Company  was  formed  by  the  consolida- 
tion of  some  half  a  dozen  other  lines,  July  i,  1854.  The  head- 
quarters of  the  New  England  division  were  removed  from 
Hartford  to  Bridgeport,  April  2,  1S65  ;  to  Boston,  September 
I,  1868;  to  Hartford,  September  2,  1S69,  and  again  to  Bridge- 
port February  6,  1876,  which  is  still  the  central  office  in  New 
England.  The  officers  and  representatives  of  this  company 
residing  at  Bridgeport  are  :  Henry  Sanford,  General  Super- 
intendent ;  Clapp  Spooner,  Resident  Manager,  and  Superin- 
tendent of  the  New  England  Division  ;  William  L.  Hubbell, 
Auditor;  S.  J.  B.  Dibble,  Cashier;  John  C.  Curtis,  Agent. 
42 
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The  Cri'ciin  Elevator  of  Bridgeport  is  the  only  one  on 
the  coast  between  New  York  and  Boston.  It  was  erected  in 
1871,  b}'  the  firm  of  Crane  and  Hurd,  and  grew  out  of  their 
connection  and  experience  with  the  grain  trade  in  the  West. 
It  is  forty  by  fifty  feet  at  its  base,  and  one  hundred  feet  in 
height.  It  is  run  by  a  twenty-five  horse  power  engine  and 
the  labor  of  five  men,  and  is  capable  of  taking  in  and  storing 
eight  thousand  bushels  of  grain  per  day  of  ten  hours,  from 
either  a  railroad  car  or  boat  at  the  dock.  As  many  as  one 
and  a  half  million  bushels  of  grain  have  passed  through  this 
elevator  in  a  single  3-ear.  Mr.  John  Hurd  is  at  present  the 
proprietor. 

The  Gas  Light  €ompan]f  of  Bridgeport  was  incor- 
porated in  1849,  and  commenced  business  in  December,  1S51, 
with  seventy-six  private  consumers  and  twenty-six  public 
street  lamps.  Among  the  original  corporators  named  in  the 
charter  were,  Horace  Nichols,  R.  B.  Mason,  W.  P.  Burrall, 
Philo  Hurd,  and  Hanford  Lyon.  H.  K.  Harrall  was  the  first 
president,  and  P.  C'.  Calhoun  the  first  treasurer.  After  the 
decease  of  Mr.  Harrall,  in  June,  1854,  his  place  was  filled  by 
the  election  of  Hanford  Lyon,  who  held  the  office  until  April 
2,  1868,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Amos  S.  Treat,  who  has 
continued  in  the  same  to  the  present  time.  The  original  cost 
of  the  works  was  seventy-five  thousand  dollars,  but  more  than 
one  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  additional  has 
been  since  expended  upon  them.  The  late  John  Cornwall 
was  secretary  and  treasurer  for  twenty  years,  from  1S54  to 
1874  and  C.  A.  Gerdenier  the  present  superintendent  has 
been  connected  with  the  company  since  1864. 

The  officers  of  the  company  at  present  are:  Hon.  Amos 
S.  Treat,  President;  L.  N.  Van  Keuren,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer; S.  B.  Beardsley,  A.  S.  Treat,  William  H.  Perry,  Horace 
Nichols,  A.  C.  Hobbs,  S.  C.  Trubee,  H.  L.  Clark,  William  R. 
Higby,  William  B.  Hincks,  Directors,  and  C.  A.  Gerdenier, 
Supermtendent. 

The  Morse  Railroad  Companij  of  Bridgeport  was 
incorporated  in  1865,  with  a  capital  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  their  charter  giving  the  privilege  to  extend  the  line 
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THE   CITY  OF  BRIDGEPORT. 

(continued). 

UBLIC  parks  constitute  a  noticeable  feature 
lij^of  the  city  of  Bridgeport.  The  extent  of  ter- 
ritory in  them,  with  the  pubh'c  greens — three 
in  all— is  about  two  hundred  and  forty  acres, 
— Seaside  Park  having  about  one  hundred, 
Beardsley  Park  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five,  and  Washington  Park,  Pem- 
broke avenue  —  Old  Mill  Green  —  and  the 
Parade  Ground,  over  fifteen  more.  This 
extent  of  park  territory  gives  one  acre  to 
every  170  persons  of  the  city,  if  there  are, 
as  supposed,  40,000  inhabitants  in  it,  which 
is,  probably,  a  larger  park  area  to  the  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  than  in  any  city  in  the 
United  States,  and  hence  the  propriety  of 
the  name  "  Park  City."  It  is  said  that  "  the 
park  system  of  Chicago,  111.,'  is  one  of  the  most  extensive  in 
the  world."  It  has  1,850  acres  of  parks  to  500,000  inhabitants, 
or  about  one  acre  to  330  persons,  and  therefore  Bridgeport 
has  nearly  double  the  acreage  of  parks  to  the  number  of  in- 
habitants that  Chicago  has,  and  is  so  far  ahead  of  that  city. 

Seaside  I^ayJc  lies  along  the  shore  of  the  Sound  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  city,  about  one  mile  from  the  post  office, 
on  State  street.  Public  attention  was  first  directed  to  the 
shore  of  Long  Island  Sound,  in  front  of  the  city  of  Bridgeport, 
as  an  appropriate  and  picturesque  place  for  a  city  park,  by 
the  encampment  of  the  seventeenth  regiment  upon  it  in  the 
summer  of  1862,  and  the  experiments  of  General  Gillmore 
with  the  Ames  gun  in  the  same  locality  two  years  later.  On 
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Seaside  Park. 


October  i,  1S63,  an  article  in  the  "Standard"  urged  the 
importance  of  one  or  more  public  parks  for  the  cit\',  and  on 
September  g,  1864,  another  article  in  the  same  journal  rec- 
ommended the  purchase  of  this  tract  of  land  for  such  a  pur- 
pose, describing  it  in  the  tollowing-  graphic  terms: 

"It  is  a  beautiful  piece  of  land,  free  from  rocks,  skirted 
for  a  considerable  part  of  the  wa}'  on  the  north  by  fine  forest 
trees,  and  bounded  on  the  south  for  its  entire  length  by  the 
sparkling  waters  of  the  Sound.  From  this  water-front,  which 
is  cool  and  pleasant  in  the  hottest  days,  a  picturesque  and 
enchanting  water  view  is  obtained.  On  the  left,  as  we  stand 
facing  the  harbor,  is  the  cit\',  with  its  tall  spires  and  chimneys 
pointing  skyward  from  among  the  trees;  the  harbor,  dotted 
with  its  sailing  craft,  and  the  wooded  point  opposite,  with  its 
cottages  ;  to  the  west  the  green,  sloping  shores  of  Black  Rock 
stretch  far  around  to  the  lighthouse.  Far  away  to  the  south, 
across  the  Sound,  rise  the  hills  of  Long  Island  in  picturesque 
beauty,  while  upon  the  intervening,  placid  waters,  Hoat  a 
constant  panorama  of  white-sailed  vessels,  passing  up  and 
down  these  blue  waters  of  the  Sound." 

These  articles  attracted  the  attention  of  leading  citizens, 
who  began  to  move  in  the  matter,  and  Mr.  Frederick  Hurd 
called  on  the  owners  of  the  land  and  secured  their  pledges  to 
give  a  number  of  acres  for  the  purposes  ot  a  park.  Messrs. 
Phineas  T.  Barnum  and  James  C.  Loomis  favored  the  enter- 
prise from  the  first,  and  the  former,  especially,  pushed  it  with 
his  usual  energy.  Early  in  November,  1S64,  a  survey  of  the 
land  was  made  by  E.  R.  Lambert  and  George  Beck  with,  and 
a  map  of  it  hung  in  the  post  office,  showing  the  area  of  the 
proposed  park  to  be  about  thirty-five  acres,  thirteen  of  which 
were  located  in  the  town  of  Bridgeport,  and  the  remainder 
within  the  territory  since  annexed,  but  at  that  time  a  part  of 
the  township  of  Fairfield.  Additions  were  made  to  this  ter- 
ritory in  1868,  for  the  purposes  of  a  trotting  park,  so  that  there 
were  about  seventy  acres,  and  the  whole  was  gradually  im- 
proved from  year  to  year  until  the  autumn  of  1884,  when  Mr. 
P.  T.  Barnum  gave  nearly  thirty  acres  more,  by  which  the 
area  and  boulevard  are  extended  west  to  Black  Rock  Harbor. 
This  boulevard  will  eventually  be  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
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and  charming  in  the  nation.  The  trotting  course  within  this 
park  is  one  of  the  finest  of  the  kind,  being  an  amphitheatre 
from  eight  to  fifteen  feet  below  the  carriage  bed  of  the  boule- 
vard, and  the  track  passing  around  a  placid  lake,  the  surface 
of  which  is  about  on  a  level  with  the  water  of  the  Sound  out- 
side the  boulevard. 

Two  monuments  already  grace  this  park,  very  appropri- 
ately ;  the  one  is  the  soldiers'  monument  and  the  other  the 
statue  of  Elias  Howe,  Jr.,  the  inventor;  the  latter  was  a 
present  to  the  city  upon  condition  that  it  should  furnish  an 
appropriate  pedestal,  which  it  did,  and  the  statue  was  placed 
upon  it,  facing  the  ocean,  in  the  autumn  of  1884.  The  loca- 
tion of  it  is  very  fitting  and  advantageous  in  every  respect. 

The  soldiers"  monument  is  the  pride  of  the  city,  for,  while 
it  is  not  the  most  expensive  of  its  kind,  nor  grand  in  magni- 
tude, it  is  beautiful,  appropriate,  elegant  as  a  work  of  art,  and 
gives  great  satisfaction  to  all  the  people.  It  is  a  monument 
to  all  the  soldiers  in  the  late  war,  although  but  the  names  of 
those  who  died  during  the  war  are  inscribed  upon  it.  This 
monument  was  secured  by  the  ladies'  Soldiers'  Monument 
Association,  aided  by  a  special  appropriation  by  the  town  ot 
Bridgeport,  and  cost  about  $30,000.  At  the  close  of  the  late 
war  the  Soldiers'  Aid  Society,  composed  of  more  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  women,  which  had  done  a  great  and  noble 
work  during  the  war,  resolved  itself  into  the  Soldiers'  Mon- 
ument Association,  and  by  a  most  successlul  career  they 
raised  more  than  $10,000,  to  which  was  added  by  the  town 
about  $18,500,  and  with  this  united  sum  the  society  placed  in 
the  park  the  very  satisfactory  monument  as  it  now  stands. 

The  jBeat'clsley  Park  is  located  in  the  northeastern 
part  of  the  city,  bordering  on  the  Fequonnock  river  and  lake, 
and  contains  in  all  over  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  of 
beautiful  and  appropriate  territory,  rich  in  soil  and  varied  in 
its  scenery.  The  Housatonic  railroad  passes  on  the  opposite 
or  western  side  of  the  lake,  and  there  will  eventually  be  a 
station  to  accommodate  picnic  parties  and  others  in  visiting 
the  park,  and  soon  the  horse  railroad  will  be  extended  north- 
ward to  the  southern  end  of  the  park,  when  all  the  city  can 
reach  it  with  ready  and  easy  facilit}'. 


Beards  ley  Park. 
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The  land  contained  in  this  park  was  donated  bv  Mr. 
James  \V.  Beardsley  to  the  city  upon  certain  conditions  of 
improvement  within  a  certain  number- — a  few  only — of  years, 
which  conditions  have  thus  far  been  met,  and  there  is  not  the 
least  fear  of  failure  in  completing  the  same.  The  land— every 
acre  of  it — was  purchased  by  Mr.  Beardsley  at  different  times 
and  was  no  part  of  the  old  homestead  which  descended  to 
him  from  his  uncle,  James  Walker.  The  greater  part  of 
this  land  now  included  in  the  park  was  laid  out  originally  to 
Robert  Walker  in  1715,  and  held  in  the  Walker  family  nearl}' 
one  hundred  years,  when  it  was  sold,  and  after  some  years 
was  purchased  by  Mr.  Beardsley,  and  by  him  cultivated  as  a 
part  of  his  farm  a  number  of  years  and  then  given  to  the  city, 
as  above  stated.  The  homestead  which  descended  to  him 
through  his  mother,  Betsey  Walker,  daughter  of  James  Wal- 
ker, Jr.,  who  married  Elisha  H.  Beardsley,  father  of  James 
W.,  is  now  Mr.  Beardsley's  residence,  kept  very  choicely  as 
the  home  of  his  ancestors  for  three  generations,  or  since  1739.' 

"The  site  of  the  Beardsley  Park,  compared  with  the 
Seaside  Park,  is  elevated,  broad,  of  diversified  surface, 
and  naturally  of  a  pastoral,  sylvan,  and  idyllic  aspect.  Al- 
though it  commands  a  distant  view  of  the  sea,  its  best  and 
most  characteristic  outlook  is  over  a  great  landscape  in  the 
opposite  direction.  Except  when  broken  by  ledges  of  rock, 
the  modeling  of  its  surface  is  large,  simple,  and  graceful,  and 
the  outcropping  ledges  present  valuable  elements  and  oppor- 
tunities for  producing  picturesque  incidents.  Fine  views  are 
to  be  had  from,  the  upper  part  of  Walker's  Hill,  especially  to 
the  northward,  eastward,  and  southward.  At  the  north  end 
of  Walker's  Hill  there  is  a  prominent,  smooth-topped  ledge, 
upon  which  people  standing  will  have  before  them  a  rarely 
beautiful  prospect,  the  finest  from  the  park."' 

Acceptance  of  the  Park  by  the  City. 

"Office  of  the  City  Clerk,  Bridgeport,  April  iS,  1878. 
James  W.  Beardsley,  Esq.: — 

Dear  Sir: — At  a  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  of  Bridgeport,  held  on 
Monday,  March  25,  1878,  the  following  Resolutions,  offered  by  Councilman  Mid- 
diebrook,  were  adopted  : 

'  See  page  91  of  this  book. 

'  Extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Landscape  Architects,  F.  L.  and  J.  C.  Olm- 
stead,  September,  1884. 
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Resolved,  That  the  heartfelt  thanks  of  the  City  of  Bridgeport  are  due  to  and 
are  hereby,  through  their  representatives,  the  Common  Council  of  said  City, 
tendered  to  their  fellow  citizen,  James  \V.  Beardsley,  for  his  magnificent  gift  to 
the  City  of  a  public  Park,  and  that  the  appreciation  of  this  body  and  of  the  public 
of  his  public  spirit,  may  be  perpetuated,  it  is  further 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  the  City  Records,  and  a  copy 
thereof  be  presented  to  Mr.  Beardsley. 

Attest, 

Bernard  Keating,  City  Clerk y 

31)'.  Jatnes  WalJiei'  Searclsley,  son  of  Elisha  H.  and 
Betsey  (Walker)  Beardsley,  has  been  a  farmer  all  his  life,  and 
is  still  actively  engaged  in  the  same.  He  is  a  native  of  the 
town  of  Monroe,  where  his  father  pursued  the  same  occupa- 
tion, and  is  descended  in  regular  line  from  William  Beardsley, 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Stratford  ;  and  on  his  mother's 
side  from  the  Rev.  Peter  Prudden,  of  Milford,  by  his  great 
great  great  grandmother,  Abigail  Prudden  ;  also  from  the 
Rev.  Richardson  iNIinor,  of  Unity,  by  her  mother.  Prudence 
Minor,  wife  of  Philip  Benjamin,  as  also  through  his  mother's 
father,  from  Robert  Walker,  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Old 
South  Church,  of  Boston,  in  1669.  Mr.  Beardsley  is  not  only 
interested  in  his  ancestry,  searching  them  out  by  diligent 
inquiry,  but  has  carefully  preserved  many  old  manuscripts 
and  books  which  have  been  of  much  assistance  in  presenting 
a  number  of  items  in  this  history  in  a  much  more  correct 
form  than  they  otherwise  could  have  been. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  that  he  takes  great  satisfaction  in 
seeing  the  improvements  which  the  city  is  making  from  year 
to  year  in  the  Beardsley  Park,  and  to  which  he  gives  consid- 
erable attention  by  way  of  consultation  by  special  request  of 
the  Park  Commissioners. 

Officers  of  the  Bridgeport  National  Bank.* 

Munson  Hawley,  President;  F.  N.  Benham,  Cashier;  Directors:  Munson 
Hawley,  Thomas  B.  Bartram,  Plumb  N.  Fairchild,  Carlos  Curtis,  Thomas  B- 
DeForest,  David  M.  Read,  John  M.  Wheeler,  Rowland  B.  Lacey,  Frank  N. 
Benham. 


*  This  list  of  officers  should  have  appeared  on  page  142  of  this  book,  in  con- 
nection with  the  history  of  the  bank  to  which  they  belong. 
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The  City  Savinr/s  Jiatilc, — The  petition  for  the  incorporation  of  the 
City  Savings  Bank,  of  Bridgeport,  was  drawn  up  and  presented  to  the  legislature 
by  D.  F.  Hollister,  and  a  charter  was  granted  for  the  institution  in  May,  1859.  At 
the  first  meeting  of  the  corporators,  held  at  the  city  council  rooms  July  r6,  1859, 
the  following  officers  were  elected  :  President,  Hanford  Lyon  ;  Vice-Presidents, 
Russell  Tomlinson,  D.  H.  Sterling,  Ira  Gregory,  D.  W.  Thompson  ;  Secretary  and 
Treasurer,  S.  M.  Middlebrook  ;  Trustees,  Sherman  Hartwell,  P.  C.  Calhoun,  Hor- 
ace Nichols,  D.  F.  Hollister,  George  P.  Stockwell,  Stephen  Lounsbury,  H.  N. 
Hayes,  John  Brooks,  A.  A.  Pettengill,  E.  B.  Goodsell,  Burr  Knapp,  R.  T.  Clarke, 
Thomas  Hawley,  Josiah  Baylies,  and  S.  C.  Booth. 

To  commence  business  rooms  were  hired  on  Wall  street,  near  the  corner  of 
Water,  and  several  of  the  trustees  deposited  one  hundred  dollars  each  in  the  new 
bank.  Two  of  these  accounts,  those  of  Horace  Nichols  and  George  P.  Stockwell, 
are  still  open.  Two  others,  those  of  Hanford  Lyon  and  Josiah  Baylies,  were 
allowed  to  accumulate  for  about  twenty-four  years,  and  when  closed  amounted  to 
nearly  §4 'JO  each,  the  increase  being  due  to  interest  solely,  no  additional  deposit 
having  been  made.  In  this  connection  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  sum  total  of 
the  fifty-three  dividends  declared  by  the  bank  from  January,  1S60,  to  Januarj', 
18S6,  is  about  §1,700,000.  Mr.  Middlebrook  continued  to  act  as  treasurer  until  his 
death,  in  1SS3,  and  to  his  prudence  and  fidelity  the  success  of  the  bank  was  largely 
due.  He  was  a  man  highly  respected  in  this  and  adjoining  communities.  Soon 
after  the  decease  of  Mr.  Middlebrook  the  trustees  made  choice  of  William  B. 
Hincks  as  treasurer,  and  William  N.  Middlebrook  as  secretary. 

Mr.  Lyon  died  in  1879,  and  was  succeeded  as  president  by  Ira  Gregory,  who 
died  in  1S83.  Horace  Nichols,  who  is  now  president  of  the  bank,  has  been  one  of 
its  ofiicers  for  nearly  twenty-seven  years,  and  has  witnessed  its  increase  until  its 
depositors  number  over  6,300,  and  its  assets  amount  to  about  §2,400,000. 

An  interesting  event  in  the  history  of  the  bank  was  the  run,  which  took  place 
February  17th  and  i8lh,  1S77,  during  which  about  $150,000  was  drawn  out  by 
depositors  who  had  become  alarmed  without  any  apparent  cause.  All  calls  were 
promptly  met  by  Mr.  Middlebrook,  the  treasurer,  the  bank  being  kept  open  two 
hours  later  than  usual  for  the  purpose.  Offers  of  loans  from  individuals  and 
institutions  to  the  amount  of  nearly  a  million  dollars  were  declined,  the  help  not 
being  needed. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  year  1S84  it  was  felt  by  the  trustees  that  the  rooms 
on  Wall  street  which  had  hitherto  been  rented  for  banking  purposes,  though 
twice  enlarged,  had  become  entirely  inadequate,  and  that  the  City  Savings  Bank 
should  possess  a  permanent  home  of  its  own.  After  careful  deliberation  it  was 
decided  to  purchase  one-half  the  lot  of  the  Bridgeport  National  Bank,  on  the 
corner  of  Main  and  Bank  streets,  and  that  both  institutions  should  unite  in  erecting 
a  structure  to  be  known  as  the  United  Bank  building,  of  Bridgeport.  Messrs.  Nich- 
ols, Hollister  and  Hincks  were  appointed  a  building  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
City  Savings  B.Tnk,  to  cooperate  with  Messrs.  Read,  Wheeler  and  DeForest,  the 
committee  of  the  Bridgeport  National  Bank,  and  full  powers  were  given  to  them  by 
the  trustees.  The  utmost  care  was  taken  by  the  committee  ;  all  the  leading  build- 
ings in  New  York  City,  and  not  a  few  in  New  England,  were  visited,  with  a  view 
of  combinmg  as  many  desirable  features  as  possible  in  the  new  edifice.  Plans 
embodying  these  features  were  prepared  by  W.  R.  Briggs,  architect,  and  on  the 
27th  of  August,  1884,  contracts  were  signed.    Sixteen  months  later,  on  December 
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15,  1885,  the  building  was  fully  completed  and  occupied  for  business.  The  cost 
of  the  north  half,  which  is  owned  and  occupied  by  the  City  Savings  Bank,  includ- 
ing land,  furniture  and  its  massive  fire  and  burglar  proof  vault,  is  some  $43,000, 
upon  which  amount  the  rentals  received  yield  a  return  of  about  four  and  a  half 
per  cent.  The  new  banking  rooms  are  well  lighted,  heated  and  ventilated,  and 
may  safely  be  said  to  be  second  to  none  in  New  England  in  point  of  convenience 
and  beauty  of  fitting  up,  while  their  location  is  the  best  in  the  city. 

Following  are  the  ofScers  of  the  City  Savings  Bank  for  the  year  18S6  ;  Presi- 
dent, Horace  Nichols;  Vice-Presidents,  D.  F.  Hollister,  David  M.  Read,  Court- 
land  Kelsey,  John  M.  Wheeler;  Treasurer,  William  B.  Hincks;  Secretary,  Wil- 
liam N.  Middlebrook  ;  Trustees,  Horace  F.  Hatch,  F.  W.  Parrott,  Burr  Curtis, 
C.  K.  Averill,  Levi  B.  Booth,  George  P.  Stockwell.  D.  F.  Hollister,  Horace 
Nichols,  George  K.  Birdsey,  Edwin  Banks,  David  M.  Read,  John  M.  Wheeler, 
Edward  A.  Lewis,  Courtland  Kelsey,  W.  N.  Middlebrook,  William  B.  Hincks  ; 
Bookkeeper  and  Teller,  Willard  S.  Plumb. 


The  Penple's  Savings  Hank,  represented  in  the  above  cut,  was  organ- 
ized in  May,  1860,  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  with  (he  following 
persons  as  corporators,  "  by  the  name,  style  and  title  of  the  People's  Savings  Bank, 
of  Bridgeport,  Conn.  :"  Nathaniel  Wheeler,  James  C.  Loomis,  Sherwood  Sterling, 
Ira  Sherman,  P.  C.  Calhoun,  George  B.  Waller,  Frederick  Wood,  Samuel  B. 
Ferg  uson,  Robert  T.  Clarke,  Abijah  Hawley,  Thomas  Ransom,  James  Daskam, 
Elbert  E.  Hubbell,  William  G.  Lineburgh,  William  H.  Perry,  Henry  Bun,  and 
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Stephen  Hawlej-.  The  action  of  the  legislature  was  approved  June  15,  1S60,  and 
on  the  second  day  of  July  following,  at  four  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  following  corpora- 
tors met  at  the  office  of  Sherman  and  Marsh  for  the  purpose  of  organization  : 
P.  C.  Calhoun.  Ira  Sherman,  George  B.  Waller,  Frederick  Wood,  Samuel  B. 
Ferguson,  Robert  C.  Clarke,  Abijah  Hawley,  Thomas  Ransom,  James  Daskam, 
Elbert  E.  Hubbell,  William  G.  Lineburgh,  Henry  Burr  and  Stephen  Hawley. 
P.  C.  Calhoun  was  chosen  chairman,  and  Stephen  Hawley,  secretary.  Stephen  S. 
Booth  and  G.  Bradley  Sanford  were  voted  in  as  corporators.  The  following  offi- 
cers were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year:  Ira  Sherman,  President  ;  George  B.  Wal- 
ler, Vice-President  ;  Stephen  Hawley,  Treasurer  ;  and  Abijah  Hawley.  Thomas 
Ransom,  Nathaniel  Wheeler.  S.  B.  Ferguson.  James  Daskam,  Elbert  E.  Hubbell, 
William  G.  Lineburgh,  William  H.  Perry.  G.  Bradley  Sanford,  and  Stephen  S. 
Booth,  a  Board  of  Trustees.  A  seal  was  adopted  with  the  inscription,  People's 
Savings  Bank,  of  Bridgeport. 

Rooms  over  the  Pequonnock  Bank  were  rented  and  the  first  loan  made  July 
g.  1S60,  which  was  on  a  house  and  lot  on  Myrtle  avenue,  and  on  July  I,  1S61.  the 
first  semi-annual  dividend  was  declared,  which  was  three  per  cent. 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  following  named  persons  have  served  as  corpo- 
rators :  Samuel  W.  Baldwin.  Egbert  Marsh,  William  E.  Seeley,  D.  W.  Kissam, 
Edward  W.  Marsh,  Stephen  S.  Booth  (deceased),  G.  Bradley  Sanford  (deceased), 
Russell  Tomlinson  (deceased),  Philo  H.  Skidmore  (removed),  Salem  H.  Wales 
(removed),  Charles  B.  Hotchkiss,  Francis  W.  Marsh,  Eli  C.  Smith,  John  E.  Pond, 
William  H.  Rockwell.  Ira  Sherman,  the  first  president,  died  in  May,  i86g,  and 
was  succeeded  by  George  B.  Waller,  the  first  vice-president,  and  is  still  the  presi- 
dent of  the  bank,  having  occupied  that  position  nearly  seventeen  year.'. 

In  July,  i86g,  William  G.  Lineburgh  was  elected  first  vice-president  and 
William  E.  Seeley,  second  vice-president.  The  former  resigned  his  position  as 
vice-president  and  trustee  in  1S7S,  and  Mr.  Seeley  was  elected  first  vice-president, 
which  position  he  still  holds,  and  James  Daskam  was  elected  second  vice-presi- 
dent, and  continued  in  that  office  until  his  decease,  in  November,  iSyg.  In  the 
December  following  Russell  Tomlinson  was  elected  second  vice-president,  and 
served  until  his  decease,  in  April,  1SS5.  Mr.  Egbert  Marsh,  the  present  incum- 
bent was  elected  second  vice-president  in  July,  1SS5. 

Mr.  Stephen  Hawley,  the  first  secretary  and  treasurer,  died  in  November,  1861, 
and  Mr.  Egbert  Marsh  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
In  January,  1S62,  Courtland  Kelsey  was  elected  secretary  and  treasurer,  and 
served  until  May,  1S62,  when  he  resigned,  and  Philip  E.  Lockwood  was  chosen 
his  successor.  He  resigned  in  June,  1864,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  J.  F.  Han- 
ford,  who  served  until  186S,  when  he  resigned.  At  the  January  meeting  Mr. 
Egbert  Marsh  was  elected  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  served  thirteen  years, 
when,  in  July,  iSSi,  his  resignation  was  reluctantly  accepted.  His  successor  was 
Mr.  Francis  W.  Marsh,  who  had  been  several  years  teller  ot  the  bank,  and  he 
resigned,  to  take  eflfect  June  i,  1886,  and  Edward  W.  Marsh  has  been  elected  to 
this  position. 

On  January  i,  1S72,  Mr.  Homer  S.  Curtis  was  appointed  the  first  teller  in  this 
bank,  but  found  it  necessary  to  resign  in  July,  1S73,  on  account  of  ill  health.  He 
was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Francis  W.  Marsh  until  July,  1881,  when  he  was  elected 
secretary  and  treasurer,  and  Mr.  Orange  Merwin  succeeded  him  as  teller.  He 
has  resigned,  to  take  effect  June  i,  1886,  and  Mr.  Frank  Hubbard  has  been 
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appointed  his  successor.  Messrs.  F.  W.  Marsh  and  Orange  Merwin  retire  from 
this  banii,  having  associated  with  them  Mr.  H.  C.  Lemmon,  for  the  purpose  of 
doing  a  general  insurance  and  banking  business,  with  a  safe  deposit  vault. 

The  present  officers  are:  President,  George  B.  Waller;  first  Vice-President, 
William  E.  Seeley;  second  Vice-President,  Egbert  Marsh;  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, Francis  W.  Marsh  ;  Teller,  Orange  .Merwin. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  are:  Samuel  W.  Baldwin,  Edward  W.  Marsh,  D.  W. 
Kissam.  Eli  C.  Smith,  John  E.  Pond,  Elbert  E.  Hubbell,  C.  B.  Hotchkiss,  William 
H.  Rockwell,  Henry  Atwater,  F.  A.  Bartram. 

In  December,  1864,  this  bank  purchased  the  lot  on  the  corner  of  Main  and 
Bank  streets,  and  in  1S70  erected  the  building  on  it  which  it  now  occupies,  the 
bank  being  located  in  the  front  rooms,  on  the  second  floor.  The  First  National 
Bank  have  rented  the  first  floor,  and  the  remaining  portion  of  the  building  is 
rented  for  various  purposes. 

The  bank  has  5,000  depositors.  Its  investments  are  carefully  selected  under 
a  conservative  management,  and  its  officers,  to  whom  this  trust  is  committed,  and 
upon  whom  the  responsibility  of  its  prosperity  depends,  represent  many  of  the 
important  financial  institutions  and  industries  of  the  city. 

The  First  Kational  Sank,  of  Bridgeport,  is  located  on  the  corner  oi 
Main  and  Bank  streets,  and  was  organized  March  18,  1S64;  being  a  successor  to 
the  Farmer's  Bank.  At  the  organization  Mr.  Edmund  S.  Hawley  was  elected 
president,  and  William  E.  Seeley,  cashier,  and  they  still  occupy  the  same  posi- 
tions. The  following  persons  have^  served  as  directors,  the  terms  indicated  by 
the  dates,  those  with  the  dates  18S6  are  still  in  office  :  Edmund  S.  Hawley,  March, 
1864,  to  1S86  ;  Asahel  L.  Lyon,  March,  1864  to  1874  ;  Henry  Beers  Glover,  March, 
1864,  to  March,  1S70  ;  Salem  H.  Wales,  March,  1864,  to  August,  1867  ;  Lewis  W. 
Burritt,  March,  1864,  to  1878  ;  Allison  A.  Pettengill,  March,  1864,  to  1S67  ;  Rus- 
sell Tomlinson,  March,  1S64,  to  1885  ;  Samuel  B.  Ferguson,  March,  1864,  to  1873  ; 
Bartlett  Doten,  March,  1864,  to  1S69  ;  William  E.  Seeley,  .'\ugust,  1867,  to  1886  ; 
Horace  Nichols,  August,  1867,  to  1S86  ;  Thomas  Lord,  January,  1868,  to  April  30, 
1870;  Egbert  Marsh,  January,  1871,  to  1S77  ;  Edward  Sterling,  December,  1871, 
to  1886  ;  Charles  K.  Averill,  January,  1S77,  to  1SS6  ;  Stephen  S.  Booth,  1S7S  to 
1880 ;  Charles  A.  Granniss,  January,  1880,  to  18S6  ;  Horace  L.  Fairchild,  January, 
1880,  to  1886;  Alexander  Hawley,  January,  1881,  to  1886;  Enoch  P.  Hincks, 
November,  1885,  to  1886. 

The  bank  organized  with  a  capital  of  ij2io,ooo,  and  has  accumulated  a  surplus 
of  $130,000,  and  has  divided  '^SSi-Soo,  an  average  dividend  during  the  twenty-two 
years  of  eleven  and  one-half  per  cent,  per  annum.  The  statement  to  the  comp- 
troller of  the  currency,  March  i,  1886,  shows  investments  drawmg  interest  of 
$g20.ooo,  and  deposits  of  $450,000.  The  present  officers  are  :  Edmutid  S.  Hawley, 
President;  William  E.  Seeley,  Cashier;  O.  H.  Brothwell,  Assistant  Cashie-; 
Tracy  B.  Warren,  General  Bookkeeper;  Frank  R.  Sammis,  Deposit  Bookkeeper; 
Robert  E.  Wheeler,  Clerk.  This  bank  occupies  the  first  story  of  the  People's 
Savings  Bank  building,  on  the  southeast  corner  ol  Main  and  Bank  streets. 

The  Fequrynnovk  Hdulc  of  Bridgeport  was  incorporated  in  May,  185 1, 
with  a  capital  of  *200,ooo.  The  subscription  book  was  opened  on  the  first  Tues- 
day of  August,  1851,  under  the  supervision  of  three  commissioners,  Charles  Adams, 
John  Gould  and  W.  A.  Judson.    The  first  meeting  of  the  stoekholders  was 


J^JdniiOid  Sni)inie)'s  Ilan'len,  son  ot  Captain  Wilson 
and  Charity  (Summers)  Hawley,  was  born  in  Bridgeport, 
Conn.,  June  15th,  1S13.  His  father  was  for  many  years  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  xAbijah  Hawley  &  Co.  The  firm  was  com- 
posed of  x\bijah,  x\aron  and  Wilson  Hawley.  They  were 
engaged  in  the  West  India  trade,  and  carried  on  the  Boston 
Coasting,  Grain  and  Lumber  business;  their  store  and  wharf 
being  on  Water  street,  south  of  State,  near  the  site  now  occu- 
pied by  the  Grain  elevator,  owned  by  Mr.  John  Hurd. 

Mr.  Hawley  is  of  English  descent,  the  family  tracing 
their  lineage  back  to  the  first  settlers  in  Stratford,  through 
Wilson,  Ezra,  Capt.  Ezra,  Deacon  Thomas,  Samuel  and  Joseph 
Hawley  ;  the  last  named  came  from  Derbyshire,  England,  in 
1629  and  died  in  Stratford  in  i6go,  aged  7S  years. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  Mr.  Hawley  united  with  the 
Second  Congregational  Church,  then  under  the  pastoral 
charge  of  Rev.  Nathaniel  Hewit,  D.D. 

When  about  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  removed  to  Cats- 
kill,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  in  business  about  six  years. 
While  there  he  was  elected  a  director  in  the  Catskill  Bank, 
which  office  he  held  until  his  return  to  his  native  city  in  1840. 
After  his  return  he  was  engaged  in  the  Dry  Goods  and 
Clothing  business,  and  was  one  of  the  first  to  start  the  ready- 
made  Clothing  trade  in  Bridgeport,  there  being  at  that  time 
but  one  small  store  of  that  kind  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Hawley  was  married  in  1842  by  Rev.  Mr.  Hunter, 
pastor  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Bridgeport,  to 
Lucy  S.  daughter  of  Thomas  C.  Wordin,  and  has  two  child- 
ren, Mary  W.  and  Charles  VV. 

In  1849  Hawlev,  with  his  father  in-law  Mr.  Thomas 
C.  Wordin,  Sherwood  Sterling  and  Monson  Hawley,  was  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  the  California  trade,  and  they  were 
among  the  first  to  ship  goods  to  that  new  country,  which  re- 
sulted in  establishing  the  very  large  and  successful  business 
which  has  since  been  and  is  now  conducted  by  the  sons  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Hawley  in  that  great  and  prosperous  state. 

In  1852  he  was  appointed  a  Director  of  the  Bridgeport 
Bank,  and  held  that  position  until  1S59,  when  he  was  chosen 


President  of  the  Farmers  Bank  (now  the  First  National), 
which  office  he  has  held  for  twenty-eight  years,  and  which 
position  he  still  holds. 

In  185 1  he  was  elected  Trustee  of  the  Bridgeport  Sav- 
ings Bank,  and  held  that  position  until  1S70,  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed Vice-President,  and  in  1S75  was  chosen  President, 
which  office  he  still  holds,  having  been  connected  with  that 
Bank  for  thirty-six  years. 

About  the  year  1S59  he  sold  his  business  and  devoted 
his  time  and  energies  to  the  Banking  business,  and  has  been 
connected  with  different  banks,  as  Director,  Trustee,  or 
President,  almost  continuously  for  nearly  half  a  century. 
Although  not  active  in  politics,  he  has  always  been  a  staunch 
Republican. 
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held  at  the  Sterling  House  on  Monday  the  iith  of  August,  1S51.  The  following 
were  chosen  directors :  Hon.  P.  T.  Barnum,  Charles  B.  Hubbell,  Sarnuel  F.  Hard, 
Monson  Hawley,  Seth  B.  Jones,  Thomas  Ransom,  Philo  F.  Barnum,  Joseph 
Thompson  and  Samuel  B.  Peck.  Hon.  P.  T.  Barnum  was  elected  President,  and 
held  the  otTice  until  Nov.  23,  1855,  when  removing  to  New  York,  he  resigned,  and 
Mr.  Charles  B.  Hubbell  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  and  held  the  otTice  until 
May  22,  1S60,  when  he  resigned  and  Mr.  C.  Spooner  was  appointed  and  held  that 
oflSce  until  August  15,  1S65.  During  his  administration  the  Pequonnock  Bank 
was  reorganized  into  a  National  organization  under  the  title  of  the  Pequonnock 
National  Bank  of  Bridgeport.  Mr.  Monson  Hawley  was  elected  President 
August  15,  [865,  and  continued  in  office  until  January  12,  1S69,  when  Mr.  Charles 
B.  Hotchkiss  was  appointed,  and  he  held  the  office  until  January  15,  1S85.  At 
that  time  Mr.  David  Trubee  was  elected  President  and  Mr.  John  L.  Wessels, 
Vice-President.  William  R.  Higby  was  the  first  Cashier,  appointed  October  16, 
1851,  and  held  the  office  until  February  20,  1869,  when  he  resigned  and  Isaac  B. 
Prindle  was  appointed,  and  still  holds  the  office.  The  bank  has  owned  and 
occupied  the  building  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  State  streets  since  the  autumn 
of  1853.  While  the  building  was  being  erected  the  business  was  conducted  in 
one  of  the  stores  in  the  Bailey  Block  on  State  street. 

The  Bridgepoi-t  Saving.^  Hank  was  chartered  in  May,  1842.  and 
began  business  at  a  store  on  Water  street  in  July  of  the  same  year. 

Of  the  twenty-two  corporate  members  mentioned  in  the  charter,  but  three  are 
now  living,  viz:  Messrs.  Gideon  Thompson,  William  H.  Noble  and  Thomas  Ran- 
som. At  the  time  the  charter  was  granted  there  were  but  eight  Savings  Banks  in 
the  State,  some  of  them  just  organized,  and  none  west  of  New  Haven. 

The  Bank  was  afterward  removed  to  No.  21  Wall  street  and  in  1850  to  a 
building  upon  the  site  now  occupied,  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  State  streets. 
The  present  handsome  Banking  House  was  completed  in  iSyS.  The  first  OtTicers 
and  Trustees  of  the  Bank  were  chosen  July  16th,  1842,  as  follows:  President, 
Sherwood  Sterling;  Vice-Presidents,  Josiah  Hubbell  and  William  B.  Dyer; 
Treasurer,  Smith  Tweedy;  Secretary,  William  H.  Noble;  Trustees,  Samuel 
Simons,  B.  G.  Noble,  Henry  Shelton,  Elihu  Beach,  David  Perry,  Gideon  Thomp- 
son, Schuyler  Seeley,  Starr  Beach,  W.  Stillman,  Mark  Moore,  Joshua  Lord,  Ben- 
jamin Wheeler,  Lemuel  Coleman  and  Thomas  Ransom.  The  following  gentlemen 
have  been  Presidents  of  the  Institution  :  Sherwood  Sterling,  elected  in  1S42  ; 
Smith  Tweedy,  in  1S43  ;  Daniel  O.  Wheeler,  in  1S50  ;  Lemuel  Coleman,  in  1851  ; 
Sherwood  Sterling  again,  in  1864  ;  Hervey  Higby,  in  1870,  and  E.  S.  Hawley  in 
1875.  The  Bank  has  had  five  Treasurers,  viz  :  Smith  Tweedy,  Sherwood  Sterling, 
George  Sterling,  Charles  P.  Porter  and  Alexander  Hawley.  The  prosperity  of 
the  Bank  is  owing  in  a  large  degree  to  the  prudence,  integrity  and  good  manage- 
ment of  its  former  able  and  faithful  Treasurer,  Mr.  George  Sterling,  who  held  the 
position  for  twenty-seven  years  and  until  his  death  in  1871.  The  total  number  of 
Deposit  Accounts  opened  during  the  existence  of  the  Bank,  is  36,829.  The 
present  number  of  Depositors,  is  8,538,  and  the  total  amount  of  Deposits,  !?2.957,- 
266.01.  The  Bank  has  a  surplus  of  $150,000.  Since  its  organization  the  Bank 
has  not  failed  to  pay  its  regular  Semi-annual  dividends.  The  dividends  for  the 
first  year  ending  January,  1S44,  amounted  to  $331.74,  being  at  tne  rate  of  5  per 
cent,  per  annum  ;   and  the  dividends  for  the  last  year  ending  January,  i836. 
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amounted  to  $124,673.45,  4>^  per  cent.;  and  the  aggreg.Tte  of  dividends  paid  to  the 
depositors,  being  $3,807,933.05,  averaging  5^2  pcr  cent,  per  annum  lor  the  wiiole 
period.  The  present  Officers  of  ihc  Institution  are:  President,  Edmund  S. 
Hawley  ;  Vice-Presidents,  Samuel  C.  Trubee  and  Luzon  W.  Clark  ;  Secretary 
and  Treasurer,  Alexander  Hawley  ;  Trustees,  Ezekiel  Birdsc}',  Philip  Conrad, 
Thomas  B.  DeForest,  Curtis  Thompson,  Edward  Sterling,  F.  B.  Hawley,  William 
R.  Higby,  William  H.  Perry,  F.  W.  Benham  and  Alexander  Hawley. 

Tlie  lividyepoi't  City  Utnih,  now  the  City  National  Bank,  was  organ- 
ized January  17,  1854,  with  a  capital  of  $100,000,  which  was  increased  after  five 
years  to  $200,000,  and  nationalized  with  a  capital  of  $250,000,  March  15.  1865.  It 
now  has  a  surplus  of  $125,000,  an  increase  of  $73,000  during  the  past  seven  years, 
aside  from  other  undivided  profits.  The  bank  paid  its  sixtieth  dividend  last 
January  and  is  now  paying  four  per  cent,  semi-annually  on  a  conservative  basis  ; 
the  market  value  of  the  stock  is  about  $150  per  share. 

This  City  National  Bank  began  business  in  the  old  post  office  building  on 
the  north  side  of  Bank  street  ;  removed  thence  to  the  southwest  corner  of  Wall 
and  Water  streets,  and  in  1S61  completed  and  occupied  its  spacious  building  at 
Nos.  17,  ig  and  21  Wall  street. 

The  following  gentlemen  have  served  as  presidents  of  this  institution  :  Adam 
P.  Houston,  S.  F.  Hurd,  Ira  Sherman,  Sherwood  Sterling,  George  B.  Waller,  and 
the  present  incumbent,  Daniel  N.  Morgan,  who  has  served  since  January,  1S79. 

The  following  have  officiated  as  cashiers:  G.  H.  Fairchild,  E.  Lacey,  R.  T. 
Clarke,  J.  F.  Fayerweather,  and  T.  L.  Bartholomew,  the  last  having  served  since 
December,  1880. 

The  present  directors  are:  Nathaniel  Wheeler,  Elbert  E.  Hubbell,  Miles 
Beardsley,  Edwin  G.  Sanford,  T.  L.  Bartholomew,  D.  B.  Booth,  George  Mallory, 
Daniel  N.  Morgan,  D.  W.  Kissam. 

Hon.  Daniel  ^aslt  Jlorf/foi,  son  of  Ezra  and  Hannah 
(Nash)  Morgan,  is  a  native  of  Newtown,  Conn.,  and  was 
educated  in  the  common  school,  Newtown  academy,  and  in 
the  Bethel  high  school.  His  ancestry  runs  back  in  every 
line  to  the  early  settlers  in  New  England.  The  Morgan 
family  came  from  Wales,  England,  and  early  established  the 
family  at  New  London,  Conn.,  and  Springfield,  Mass.  In  the 
southern  portion  of  Newtown,  Conn.,  may  still  be  seen  the 
site  of  the  dwelling  house  of  Captain  Zedekiah  Morgan,  the 
first  of  the  family  in  this  part  of  the  country,  which  was  in 
the  days  of  the  Revolution  the  Captain's  690  acre  farm,  and 
which  is  still  known  as  the  Morgan  farm.  His  ancestral  lines 
run  back  through  the  Sanford  family  of  Redding,  and  the 
Nash  and  Camp  families  of  Norwalk.  His  grand  parents  in 
the  Morgan  family  passed  away  in  the  84th,  90th,  96th,  and 
8oth  year  of  their  ages.  His  father,  Ezra  Morgan,  was  born 
in  Redding,  February  21,  1801,  but  resided  most  of  his  life  in 
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Newtown.  He  married  Hannah  Nash,  of  Westport.  Durino^ 
a  busy  life  as  a  merchant  for  fort}-  years,  a  farmer  on  a  large 
scale,  and  president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Bethel  for 
several  years,  he  still  found  time  to  devote  to  politics,  among 
other  positions  being  a  Representative  from  Newtown  in 
1842,  1862,  and  1S6S,  and  for  a  long  time,  until  disqualified  by 
age,  a  justice  of  the  peace.  He  died  June  9,  1S71,  in  his  71st 
year.    His  widow  died  xApril  15,  1SS3,  in  her  68th  year. 

Daniel  N.  Morgan  was  born  August  18,  1844.  At  the  age 
of  sixteen  years  he  became  permanently  a  clerk  in  his  father's 
store,  and  was  educated  a  merchant.  Of  his  own  volition  he 
was  placed  on  a  salary  usually  given  for  a  five  year's  service, 
namely,  $50,  S60,  $75,  §85,  and  $100;  and  with  this  sum  for 
all  expenses  except  his  board,  came  out  at  twenty-one  years 
of  age  with  $50,  saved  from  this  and  other  sources,  and  with 
this  he  commenced  his  business  life.  His  recreations  were 
such  as  getting  up  with  the  sun  in  the  summer,  and  far  ahead 
of  it  in  the  winter,  and  starting  for  Bridgeport  with  a  load  of 
produce  at  six  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The  first  year  of  his 
majority  he  conducted  the  business  of  the  store  as  proprietor. 
After  that  for  a  few  months  he  was  clerk  in  the  dry  goods 
house  of  Taylor  and  Joyce,  of  Bridgeport,  then  for  about 
three  years,  to  September,  1S69,  was  of  the  firm  of  Morgan 
and  Booth,  of  Newtown  Centre,  wlien  he  again  came  to 
Bridgeport  and  was  of  the  dry  goods  and  carpet  firm  of 
Birdsey  and  Morgan.  In  1876  he  took  a  trip  to  Europe,  and 
during  1877  he  was  connected  with  the  firm  of  Morgan,  Hop- 
son  and  Company,  wholesale  grocers.  In  1873  '^"'^  1874  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Common  Council  of  this  city,  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Education  in  1877,  Mayor  of  the  city  in  1880 
and  1884,  a  member  of  the  Legislature  in  18S3.  In  1S84  he 
was  elected  Senator  for  the  fourteenth  district  for  two  years. 
In  January,  1S79,  he  was  elected  president  of  the  City  Na- 
tional Bank,  a  position  he  continues  to  occupy.  He  is  also 
first  vice-president  of  the  Mechanic's  and  Farmer's  Savings 
Bank,  and  for  years  has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  and  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Bridgeport 
Hospital. 

On  June  10,  1868,  Mr.  Morgan  married  Medora  Huganin 
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Judson,  daughter  of  Hon.  William  A.  Judson,  of  Bridgeport, 
but  formerly  of  Huntington,  a  descendant  of  Colonel  Agur 
Judson,  of  Revolutionary  fame,  and  also  of  the  first  Judson 
family  of  Stratford.  Their  children  now  living  are :  Mary 
Huntington  and  William  Judson  Morgan. 

The  Connecticut  Hunh  was  incorporated  as  a  State  bank  in  May,  1831. 
Its  original  capital  stock  was  raised  by  subscription,  under  the  superintendency 
of  five  commissioners:  Cyrus  H.  Beardsley,  Daniel  Sterling,  Jeremiah  Sturges, 
Jedediah  Graves,  and  Enoch  Foote.  Within  three  months  after  the  incorporation, 
as  renuired  by  the  statute,  a  branch  of  the  bank  was  established  at  Mill  River,  now 
Southport,  in  the  town  of  Fairfield.  It  is  known  to-day  as  the  Southport  National 
Bank.  The  act  of  incorporation  required  that,  within  twelve  months  from  the  time 
the  bank  should  commence  discounting,  there  should  be  paid  by  it  to  the  treasurer 
of  Yale  College,  for  the  use  of  said  college,  $3,500,  and  to  the  treasurer  of  Wash- 
ington— now  Trinity — College,  Sio<-io.  The  act  also  stipulated  that  at  the  end  of 
two  years  a  second  $3,500  be  paid  to  Yale,  and  a  second  ^^1,500  to  Washington 
Colleges.  The  bank  proved  a  success  from  the  start,  and  was  able  not  only  to 
meet  these  requirements,  but  to  declare  regular  dividends,  and  it  has  continued  to 
do  so  uninierrupiedly  ever  since.  In  the  history  of  the  bank  no  such  thing  as  a 
dividend  skip  can  be  found.  The  bank's  first  president  was  Captain  Ezekiel 
Hubbell,  who  was  elected  in  1835;  the  second,  Daniel  Thatcher,  in  1S40;  the 
third,  Hon.  P.  C.  Calhoun,  in  1S48,  who  continued  in  that  position  until  1864, 
when  he  resigned  to  take  the  presidency  of  the  Fourth  National  Bank  of  New 
York  City,  which  he  held  to  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1882.  Hervey  Higby  was 
his  successor,  in  1S64,  and  at  his  decease,  in  1S75,  Hon.  Daniel  H.  Sterling  was 
chosen  to  fill  the  place.  Upon  his  demise,  in  1877,  the  present  incumbent,  Mr. 
Samuel  W.  Baldwin,  was  elected  president.  A  pleasant  feature  of  the  history  of 
the  bank  is  the  fact  that  during  its  filty-four  years  of  existence  it  has  had  but  three 
cashiers;  the  first,  Hon.  Charles  Foote,  who  held  the  place  until  his  death,  in 
1862  ;  John  T.  Shehon,  who  succeeded  him  and  resigned  to  become  the  treasurer 
of  the  New  York  and  New  Haven  Railroad  Company,  in  1868;  and  Mr.  H.  B. 
Drew,  who  succeeded  him  and  is  cashier  at  the  present  time.  His  association 
with  the  bank  covers  a  period  of  twenty-four  years.  The  present  directors  of  the 
bank  are:  Samuel  W.  Baldwin,  Samuel  C.  Trubee,  Jarratt  Morford,  William  D. 
Bishop,  Henry  B.  Drew,  William  R.  Higby,  Marshall  E.  Morris,  Clapp  Spooner, 
and  Henry  A.  Bishop. 

The  bank  was  located  at  first  on  the  corner  of  Wall  and  Water  streets,  where 
it  remained  until  the  completion  of  their  building,  the  site  for  which  of  sixty  feet 
front,  was  purchased  January  28,  1834,  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Main  and  WtII 
streets.  In  the  autumn  of  1S85  this  building  was  taken  down  and  the  new  one,  to 
be  completed  in  the  summer  of  1SS6,  commenced,  the  corner  stone  being  laid 
October  30,  1885.  On  this  occasion  the  box  was  deposited  in  the  place  prepared 
for  it  by  Miss  Kittie  C.  Drew,  the  little  daughter  of  the  cashier.  She  performed 
her  part  well,  using  a  silver  trowel,  with  a  handle  of  rosewood,  which  she  keeps  as 
a  memento  of  the  occasion.  The  building  is  constructed  of  rock-faced  Leete's 
Island  red  granite,  with  Springfield  brown  stone  trimmings  to  the  height  of  the 
second  story  window  sills  ;  above  this  Philadelphia  pressed  brick  are  used  with 
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Springfield  brown  stone  trimmings.  On  tiie  fidh  story  muuided  brick  and  terra 
cotta  are  used,  forming  a  pleasing  frieze.  There  are  five  full  stories  above  the 
sidewalk,  one  half  story  devoted  to  stores  below  grade,  and  a  sub-cellar  and 
boiler-room  under  these  stores. 

The  banking  room  is  situated  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Wall  streets,  about 
five  feet  above  the  sidewalk  level,  and  is  provided  with  every  modern  convenience. 

There  are  eight  offices  on  each  fioor,  reached  from  the  Main  street  entrance, 
making  thirty-two  in  all.  These  are  easily  accessible,  either  by  stairs  or  elevator 
— the  latter  being  constructed  on  the  hydraulic  principle  and  is  the  first  passenger 
elevator  to  be  used  in  the  city. 

A  new  material  to  this  city  has  been  introduced  in  the  sidewalk,  known  as 
Granolithic,  and  is  considered  a  vast  improvement  on  anything  now  in  use  in  the 
city. 

Since  the  organization  of  the  bank  the  following  gentlemen  have  been  con- 
nected with  the  institution  as  directors:  Daniel  Thatcher,  Hanford  Lyon,  Reuben 
Twedy,  Nathaniel  Wade,  Josiah  Hubbell,  Eli  Mygatt,  David  Brooks,  Seth  B. 
Jones,  Daniel  Sterling,  Enoch  Foote,  Lyman  Hine,  David  Fayerweather,  Samuel 
Straiten,  Joseph  Thompson,  J.  W.  Sterling,  Alexander  Hamilton,  Lemuel  Cole- 
man, Josiah  Gorham,  E.  J.  Staples,  L.  H.  Russell,  Eben  Fairchild,  P.  C.  Calhoun, 
John  Gould,  Charles  Foote,  Hervey  Higby,  Charles  Bennett,  George  Keeler, 
Thomas  Lord,  Samuel  C.  Trubee,  Daniel  H.  Sterling,  Marcus  DeForest,  Samuel 
W.  Baldwin,  William  D.  Bishop,  David  F.  Hollister,  Jarratt  Morford,  Henry  B. 
Drew,  William  R.  Higby,  Marshall  E.  Morris,  Clapp  Spooner,  Henry  A.  Bishop. 

The  Mechanic's  and  Farmer's  Savings  lUmJc  was  chartered  in 
1871,  but  was  not  organized  until  in  July,  1873,  when  the  incorporators  held 
their  first  meeting  and  elected  a  board  of  trustees:  George  \V.  Hayes,  Presi- 
dent; Andrew  Burke  and  George  Lewis,  Vice-Presidents;  and  Lyman  S.  Catlin, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer.  The  bank  was  located,  at  first,  in  a  small,  one  story 
building  on  East  Washington  avenue,  near  East  Main  street.  This  building  was 
erected  as  a  temporary  place  for  the  bank,  by  George  Lewis  and  L.  S.  Catlin. 
The  books  were  opened  October  i,  1S73,  and  deposits  were  soon  made,  ten  cents 
being  sufficient  to  open  an  account,  and  many  who  started  wiih  that  small  sum 
have  now  a  respectable  bank  account.  The  bank  remained  in  that  location,  with 
practically  the  same  officers,  until  the  summer  of  1S78.  At  the  annual  meeting  of 
that  year  Mr.  Hayes  declined  a  reelection  and  William  G.  Lineburgh  was  elected 
president  in  his  place.  The  bank  was  removed  about  September  ist  of  thai  year 
into  the  basement  of  the  Connecticut  Bank  building,  corner  of  Wall  and  Main 
streets,  where  it  remained  until  May  i,  iS3o,  when  it  was  removed  into  the 
Barnum  building,  at  407  Main  street.  In  July,  1383,  some  changes  were  made  in 
the  board  of  trustees  and  Mr.  Andrew  Burke  was  elected  President,  and  D.  N. 
Morgan  and  John  L.  Wessels,  Vice-Presidents.  These  officers,  with  Mr.  Catlin  for 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  have  been  reelected  each  year  since  that  time.  On 
December  15,  1SS5,  ihe  bank  was  removed  into  the  City  Bank  building  in  Wall 
street,  where  it  remains.  It  has  grown  steadily  in  public  confidence  and  favor, 
and  is  now  firmly  established,  with  assets  of  over  $550,000. 
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Additiojial  Manufactories  in  Bridgeport: 

George  DooJittle  occupies  a  part  of  the  Coach  Lace  Company's  building 
in  John  street.  He  is  a  practical  engineer  and  inventor,  spending  a  large  propor- 
tion of  his  time  on  experimental  work. 

Sridgepovt  Elastic  Web  Companii  is  located  on  John  street  and  has 
the  following  officers:  E.  Sterling,  President;  F.  B.  Hawley,  Treasurer;  E.  W. 
Marsh,  Secretary  ;  Joseph  Bidniead,  Superintendent;  E.  D.  Friswel!,:Salesman  ; 
with  §50,000  of  capital  stock.  The  business  was  started  by  the  Spring  Perch 
Company  in  iSyg,  commencing  with  seven  looms,  but  this  number  was  soon 
increased,  and  then  large  additions  to  the  buildings  were  made,  extending  them 
to  135  feet  by  40.  They  now  run  forty  looms,  but  have  just  purchased  twenty-five 
more.    They  employ  eighty  hands,  which  number  will  soon  be  increased  to  125. 

The  work  requires  skilled  help,  which  has  most  of  it  been  secured  from 
England,  as  well  as  the  machinery;  in  fact,  it  might  be  said  that  an  English 
concern  had  been  purchased  and  brought  here.  They,  with  four  other  companies, 
make,  at  present,  about  seven-eighths  of  all  the  webbing  used  in  this  country,  but 
when  they  commenced  nearly  seven-eighths  of  all  used  was  imported. 

Besides  the  shoe  goring,  in  many  shades  and  qualities,  they  make  some  extra 
elastic  for  corsets.  The  yarn  used  is  of  American  and  Egyptian  stock,  and  the 
silk,  to  a  considerable  extent,  is  imported.  Their  goods  are  all  handled  by  one 
jobbing  house  at  the  East,  and  are  sold  in  the  West  direct  to  the  consumers. 

A.nsil  II.  Coiiclif  mmufacturer  of  a  fine  grade  of  ladies'  hand  and 
machine-sewed  shoes.  He  was  seventeen  years  engaged  on  Water  street  under 
the  firm  name  of  Couch  and  Wisner,  and  in  September,  18S5,  commenced  his 
present  establishment  as  sole  proprietor.  He  employs  fifty  hands,  and  keeps 
several  men  as  salesmen  on  the  road. 

Bridgeport  Patent  Leather  Manufacturing  Coinpang  is 
located  on  Cannon  street  ;  as  a  previous  account  of  this  company  shows.  The 
business  was  commenced  by  Mr.  S.  J.  Patterson  in  1S48,  and  the  next  year  a  stock 
company  was  formed,  with  a  capital  of  820,000;  Mr.  S.  Tomlinson,  being  Presi- 
dent, and  S.  J.  Patterson,  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  Upon  the  decease  of  Mr. 
Tomlinson  in  1S72,  Mr.  Patterson  was  elected  President  and  Treasurer,  which 
position  he  still  holds,  and  Mr.  J.  E.  Pond  vv-as  elected  Secretary,  in  which  he  con- 
tinues. In  1866  the  stock  was  increased  to  .$100,000,  as  it  is  at  present.  They 
manufacture  patent  and  enameled  leather,  employing  about  fifty  hands. 

The  Wheel  and  Wood  Bending  Compani/  is  located  in  John  street ; 
and  the  officers  are  :  Horace  Smith,  President  ;  H.  W.  Smith,  Secretary,  and  E.  C 
Smith,  Treasurer.  They  manufacture  wheels,  hubs,  spokes,  and  woodwork  gener- 
ally, for  carriages.  The  business  was  established  as  Smith  and  Barlow  in  1854, 
and  continued  thus  until  1866,  when  the  present  company  was  formed.  They 
employ  from  thirty  to  fifty  hands. 

The  H.  D.  Gates  and  Compang  are  located  in  John  street,  corner  of 
Broad,  and  manufacture  all  kinds  of  fine  carriages.  The  business  started  by  Mr. 
Gates  in  1870,  while  he  was  running  a  livery  stable  on  State  street,  and  began  it 
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because  of  the  heavy  expenses  in  repairing  carriages.  The  business  so  increased 
in  a  short  time  that  he  sold  the  former  interest  and  devoted  his  entire  time  to  this. 
He  has  a  large  repository  in  California,  where  he  spends  about  half  of  his  time, 
and  one  at  1S4  State  street  in  this  city,  keeping  from  i5o  to  200  carriages  on  hand. 
Also  in  the  proper  season  here  ihey  keep  a  line  of  sleighs.  The  larger  portion  of 
their  work  is  upon  orders  from  New  York,  making  a  specialty  of  the  Bullshead 
wagon  for  exercising  and  training  horses.    They  employ  about  forty  hands. 

The  Bridgeport  Electric  Light  Companif  occupy  a  part  of  the 
Coach  Lace  company's  building  on  John  street.  The  officers  are  :  J.  A.  Gilbert, 
President;  James  English.  Secretary  and  Treasu  rer ;  witli  a  capital  stock  of 
$100,000.  The  company  was  established  in  1SS4  by  J.  Farrist,  E.  G.  Burnham  and 
other  citizens.  In  July,  iSSj,  a  consolidation  was  effected  with  the  Brush  Swan 
company  when  the  present  officers  were  chosen.  The  Thompson  Houston  system 
is  used.    This  sketch  is  a  correction  of  the  one  on  page  767. 

The  Bridgeport  Boiler  Works,  William  Lowe,  proprietor.  They 
were  established  by  H umphrey,  Watson  and  Company  in  1S66,  and  continued 
until  the  death  of  Mr.  Humphrey  in  1872,  when  Mr.  Lowe  bought  his  interest  and 
the  business  was  conducted  under  the  name  of  Lowe  and  Watson  until  18S4, 
and  then  Mr.  Lowe  became  the  sole  proprietor.  He  manufactures  boilers  for  pro- 
pelling steam  engines  ;  the  specialties  being  the  Lowe  boiler  and  feed  water 
heater. 

Mr.  Lowe  is  thoroughly  educated  to  his  business.  He  was  indentured  to  the 
firm  of  Fairbanks,  Bancroft  and  Company,  of  Providence,  R.  L,  steam  engine 
boiler  makers,  in  1S44,  and  served  under  their  successors,  Bancroft,  Nightingale 
and  Company  ;  and  Corliss,  Nightingale  and  Company.  Mr.  Lowe  helped  build 
the  first  Corliss  engine  put  into  use,  which  was  a  horizontal  one. 

In  1851  Mr.  Lowe  took  the  foremanship  of  the  WoodrutT  and  Beach  Iron 
Works  at  Hartford  ;  and  in  1854  he  took  the  foremanship  of  the  Pacific  Iron 
Works  of  Bridgeport,  under  Noble  T.  Green  as  superintendent,  and  on  Mr. 
Green's  retiring  in  1855  Mr.  Lowe  became  superintendent,  and  in  1872  he  became 
proprietor  in  these  works  as  above  stated.  In  1877  Mr.  Lowe  patented  what  is 
called  the  Lowe  steam  superheating  boiler,  and  also  afterwards  the  Lowe  feed 
water  heater,  both  being  improvements  of  great  value.  He  has  more  recently 
patented  valuable  improvements  in  boiler  furnaces,  and  made  improvements  in 
boiler  fronts,  so  that  the  smoke  nuisance  is  abated,  whatever  fuel  may  be  used. 

The  Bridgeport  Spring  Company,  located  at  the  corner  of  Housa- 
tonic  and  East  Washington  avenues,  was  established  in  1864.  They  manufacture 
to  order  carriage  springs  of  every  description,  employing  about  fifty  hands.  The 
officers  are  :  Edwin  Banks,  President  and  Treasurer,  and  Wm.  H.  Rockwell,  Sec- 
retary. Their  building  is  of  large  dimensions,  equipped  with  powerful  engines, 
and  all  the  mechanical  appliances  which  facil itate  production  o(  the  best  quality 
and  greatest  quantity.  The  best  of  skilled  workmen  are  employed,  and  the  springs 
are  said  to  be  tempered  by  a  process  known  only  to  this  concern  ;  and  every 
spring  is  tested  before  leaving  the  shop. 

Greenwood  and  Arnold,  located  in  Cannon  street,  are  manufacturers 
of  tin  cans  of  every  description,  making  varnished  cans  a  specialty.  John  H. 
Greenwood  and  Thomas  Arnold,  the  proprietors,  are  practical  men  in  their 
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business.  They  came  from  New  York  and  established  the  copartnership  in  18S3, 
and  employ  about  ten  men,  and  work  on  contracts,  for  ail  they  produce  the  year 
round. 

Hie  liridfjepovt  Lutuher  Conipanij,  located  at  the  foot  of  Gold 
street,  was  organized  in  1SS2,  with  these  officers  :  C.  tl.  Hawley,  President  ;  R.  S. 
Neithercut,  Vice-President  ;  F.  V.  Hawley,  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  They  are 
successors  to  C.  H.  Hawley.  The  business  was  started  about  fifty  years  ago  by 
Charles  Hawley,  who,  having  several  partners  and  changes,  continued  the  same 
until  his  death  in  1S50.  Then  Julius  Hawle}-,  who  had  been  in  the  business  with 
his  brother  Charles  a  number  of  years,  bought  the  enterprise,  and,  under  the  name 
of  Smith  and  Hawley,  carried  on  the  establishment  until  he  was  succeeded  by  his 
son,  C.  H.  Hawley,  in  1876;  and  he  continued  it  until  May,  1882. 

They  manufacture  moldings  and  house  trimmings  generally,  and  deal  in  all 
kinds  of  lumber. 

TJie  Graimiss  and  Hard  Lumber  Company,  is  located  on 
Simond's  dock.  They  are  successors  to  Lyon,  Curtis  and  Company;  the  mill 
having  been  established  in  1846  by  the  latter  company.  In  1866  Mr.  Granniss 
purchased  a  portion  of  the  stock,  but  tlie  firm  name  continued  the  same  until 
18S2.  when  Mr.  Lyon  having  died  in  1S74  and  Mr.  Curtis  in  1879  the  new  com- 
pany was  organized.  The  present  officers  are  :  C.  A.  Granniss,  President,  and  F. 
W.  Hurd,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $75,000.  They  are 
dealers  in  lumber,  and  manufacture  a  great  variety  of  building  material  and 
cabinet  ware  in  all  kinds  of  wood,  employing  about  seventy-five  men. 

TVilliam  F,  Sivot'ds,  lumber  merchant  and  manufacturer  of  building 
material,  is  located  on  the  corner  of  East  Washington  avenue  and  Water  street. 
The  business  was  started  in  1S52  under  the  name  of  Swords  and  Slilson.  The 
latter  died  in  1874,  and  Mr.  Swords  continued  the  business.  In  1879  he  built  the 
present  buildings  witii  all  modern  improvements.  He  employs  from  75  to  100 
hands  and  conducts  a  large  business  for  this  part  of  the  country. 

TJie  Pequoniiock  Manufactaring  Coinpanij,  located  at  North 
Bridgeport,  was  conducted  some  years  by  William  R.  Bunnell  and  his  brothers 
James  F.  and  Thomas  F.  Bunnell,  and  it  was  prominent  among  the  first  industries 
in  the  city. 

Wtn.  a.  Hitnnell  had  been  for  a  time  connected  with  the  celebrated  New 
York  Mills,  near  Utica,  N.  Y.,  where  he  had  gained  much  practical  knowledge  in 
the  manufacture  of  muslins.  So  interested  did  he  become  in  the  business  that  he 
sold  a  fine  grazing  farm  of  1,100  acres,  stocked  with  3,000  merino  and  Saxony 
sheep,  in  the  towns  of  Burns  and  Ossian,  Alleghany  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1S34 
bought  the  interest  of  his  uncle.  Dr.  Thomas  Fitch,  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  wool  n 
mills  at  North  Bridgeport.  Subsequently  the  three  Bunnell  brothers  greatly 
enlarged  the  establishment,  added  another  mill,  imported  many  English  and 
Welch  operatives,  and  introduced  the  most  improved  machinery  of  the  time. 
They  made  a  high  grade  of  broadcloth,  as  well  as  cotton  goods.  They  conducted 
the  business  with  much  success  until  under  the  Polk  administration  the  repeal  of 
the  tariff  brought  financial  ruin  upon  them  and  hundreds  of  other  manufacturers, 
in  1846.    Retiring  to  the  city  of  Bridgeport  Mr.  Bunnell  resided  for  many  years 
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afterwards  in  Lafayette  street  at  the  head  of  Liberty  street.  He  was  well  known 
as  a  man  of  strong  religious  principles,  of  strict  integrity  in  all  his  business  trans- 
actions, and  of  active  Cliristian  benevolence.  For  ten  years  he  was  a  city  and 
town  assessor,  and  for  eight  years  clerk  of  the  First  Congregational  Church.  He 
died  November  6,  1S72,  at  the  age  of  si.\ty-six  years. 

Tlie  jyionumental  lironzc  C'o)tU)nu  ij  was  organized  and  established  in 
this  city  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1S74,  located  on  corner  of  Batnum  and  Hal- 
lett  streets,  and  has  proved  a  successful  enterprise.  About  tlie  year  1S6S  Mr.  AL 
A.  Richardson  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  Sherman  cemetery  grounds  in  Chautau- 
qua county,  N.  V.,  and  during  several  years  of  service  there  became  impressed 
with  the  need  of  something  more  durable  ihan  stone  for  monumental  use.  His 
studies  in  the  matter  led  him  first  to  investigate  the  qualities  of  stone  china  as 
an  article  fur  such  use,  but  after  three  journeys  to  Trenton,  N.  J.,  and  other 
researches  in  the  matter,  turned  his  attention  to  the  practicability  of  using 
galvanized  iron  for  this  purpose.  In  testing  this  material  he  made  at  Buf- 
falo a  small  monument,  placing  stained  glass  tablets  upon  it  with  an  inscrip- 
tion, but  after  three  years  he  found  the  stained  glass,  which  he  had  been  told 
would  endure  against  the  weather,  pealed  off,  and  hence  was  of  no  value  in  this 
kind  of  work.  During  this  time  his  investigations,  by  a  chance  observation,  were 
directed  to  the  qualities  of  cast  or  molded  zinc,  and  soon  after  he  came  to  tlie  con- 
clusion that  this  was  the  article  to  meet  his  purposes,  and  with  this  he  galvanized 
his  monument  and  took  it  to  his  home  in  Sherman  and  began  to  solicit  capital,  for 
the  purpose  of  producing  this  kind  of  monument.  He  found  Mr.  O.  J.  Willard 
willing  to  become  partner  in  the  business,  and  they  went  to  Patterson,  N.  J.,  in 
May,  1S73,  where  they  contracted  with  a  firm  10  manufacture  this  kind  of  monu- 
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ment.  Mr.  Willard  made  a  trip  into  the  country  and  obtained  about  thirty  orders, 
but  at  this  point  the  work  ended,  because  the  contractors  failed  to  produce  good 
castings.  Another  experiment  was  made  in  Brooklyn,  N.  J.,  to  obtain  the  cast- 
ings, but  it  failed.  After  several  other  failures,  these  persevering  men  built  a 
shanty,  put  in  a  furnace,  hired  a  niolder,  and  at  the  end  of  three  weeks  produced 
some  very  good  castings  for  their  purpose,  which  astonished  the  other  parties  who 
failed,  and  had  proclaimed  that  these  castings  could  not  be  made.  Some  further 
efTorts  being  made  to  interest  capital  having  failed,  the  matter  was  given  up  as 
dead,  and  to  be  buried  without  a  monument.  Soon,  however,  a  contract  was  niade 
with  Mr.  Wm.  Walter  Evans  of  Patterson,  N.  J.,  cashier  of  the  great  locomotive 
works,  giving  him  the  exclusive  right  to  manufacture  for  the  United  States  and  to 
sell  the  same  to  Mr.  Richardson's  and  Willard's  agents  at  a  stipulated  price.  He 
proceeded  with  the  business  about  a  year  when  he  sold  his  interest  to  Wilson, 
Parsons  and  Company  of  Bridgeport,  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1874.  When 
the  enterprise  began  in  Bridgeport,  it  is  said  one  man  could  do  all  the  work  then 
to  be  done,  and  the  full  development  of  the  present  methods  had  not  been 
obtained,  but  by  various  experiments  previous  and  afterward  the  system  was  per- 
fected. Soon  after  the  company  came  here  Mr.  Daniel  Schuyler  was  admitted  as  a 
partner,  and  the  firm  of  Wilson,  Schuyler  and  Company  continued  until  the  year 
J877,  when  Mr.  A.  S.  Parsons  became  a  partner  and  the  name  was  known  as 
Schuyler,  Parsons,  Landon  and  Company,  and  the  business  increased  more 
rapidly  until  1S79,  when  it  was  formed  into  a  stock  company  with  a  full  paid  rash 
capital  of  $300,000,  under  the  title  of  the  Monumental  Bronze  Company.  Since 
then  the  business  has  rapidly  increased,  and  the  company  are  now  able  to  produce 
anything  in  the  monumental  or  statuary  line,  however  great  the  size.  The  com- 
pany have  established  manufactories  in  the  following  places  :  one  at  Chicago^ 
known  as  the  American  White  Bronze  Company;  the  Western  White  Bronze 
Company  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa;  the  St.  Thomas  White  Bronze  Monument  Com- 
pany, at  St.  Thomas,  Can.;  and  the  New  Orleans  Wliite  Bronze  Works,  at  New 
Orleans. 

The  one  great  claim  of  the  company  in  favor  of  their  work,  is  durability  far 
beyond  any  stone  that  can  be  obtained,  and  of  this  quality  there  is  certainly  great 
need  as  exhibited  by  the  decaying  stones  in  all  the  cemeteries  and  burying- places 
in  the  United  States.  The  present  otHcers  of  this  company  are  :  President,  A.  S. 
Parsons,  formerly  contractor  in  the  Wheeler  and  Wilson  Sewing  Machine  Com- 
pany ;  Vice-President,  E.  N.  Sperry,  of  New  Haven;  Treasurer,  W.  O.  Corning, 
from  New  York  ;  Secretary,  R.  E.  Parsons,  from  Norwich,  Ct. 

Liehet'inn  Jirof/iers  are  cabinet  makers,  at  315  Water  street.  They  com- 
menced their  business  here  in  1S65,  occupying  one  tloor,  100  feet  by  25,  where 
their  manufactory  now  stands,  and  now  they  use  the  whole  building,  four  stories, 
for  manufacturing,  besides  three  stories  of  the  building  at  3  and  5  Slate  stree', 
each  floor  being  120  by  54,  as  salesrooms.  They  produce  all  st\  les  of  goods  in 
their  line,  special  attention  being  given  to  upholstering.  A  skillful  undertaker  is 
also  emplo)ed,  and  careful  attention  is  given  to  this  branch  ot  the  busines'=.  The 
brothers  came  from  Germany  to  this  country  about  1S55  and  resided  in  Birming- 
ham, Conn.,  for  seven  years,  and  came  thence  to  this  city  in  1861.  William 
Lieberum  has  represented  the  First  Ward,  in  which  he  resides,  in  the  Common 
Council,  and  is  a  mason  and  odd  fellow.  August  Lieberum,  the  junior  brother, 
is  also  a  mason  and  a  member  of  the  knights  templar. 
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David,  Ginancl,  in  the  business  of  cutlery  and  edge  tools  at  43  Wail 
street,  established  this  enterprise  here  in  1S68.  He  occupies  a  floor  15  by  50,  the 
front  being  the  salesroom  and  the  rear  the  manufactory.  He  produces  to  order 
any  style  of  knives  and  gives  special  attention  to  repairs  on  all  kinds  of  goods  in 
his  line.  He  is  a  native  of  Germany,  but  has  resided  in  this  country  thirty-two 
years.  He  has  been  a  member  of  tlie  board  of  education  for  the  last  eight  years, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  St.  John's  masonic  lodge. 

Hie  Smifit  and  Egge  JI(inufactin-ing  CoDipaii;/  is  located  at  188 
Lafayette  street  and  was  organized  in  the  spring  of  1S74  and  incorporated  in 
September,  1S77,  with  the  same  officers  as  at  present,  namely.  Friend  W.  Smith, 
President,  and  W.  H.  Day,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

They  employ  from  one  to  two  hundred  men,  who  are  under  the  superintend- 
ency  of  Mr.  Frederick  Egge.  There  is  probably  no  concern  in  this  cit\'  so  well 
and  favorably  known  to  the  United  States  Government  as  this  establishment. 
They  have  for  several  years  past  manufactured  all  the  post  office  mail  locks  in 
use  in  the  United  States,  and  in  all  probability  will  supply  them  for  several  years 
to  come.  The}'  also  originated  the  system  of  carrying  the  mail  key  attached  to 
the  person  of  the  carrier  or  route  agent  by  a  length  of  chain,  and  also  in  like 
manner  fastening  it  to  the  mailing  table  in  every  post  office  in  the  country.  For 
this  use  they  have  supplied  the  government  with  over  300,000  feet  of  chain,  and 
the  loss  of  keys  is  now  very  seldom  reported.  They  have  also  supplied  Mexico, 
Hayti,  Chili,  and  St.  Domingo  with  mail  locks  and  keys.  Since  every  lock  bears 
on  its  face  the  imprint,  "Manufactured  by  the  Smith  &  Egge  Co.,"  they  have 
given  a  wide-spread  fame  to  Bridgeport,  and  the  city  has  doubtless  realized 
material  advantage  from  the  celebrity.  In  addition  to  mail  locks  and  keys  they 
have  supplied  the  government  with  all  the  postal  punches  for  use  in  connection 
with  the  postal  notes,  and  each  of  these  also  bears  the  name  of  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
They  have  also  furnished  the  Post  Office  Deparimeni  with  all  their  cord  fasteners 
and  label  cases,  numbering  many  hundred  thousand.  They  have  also  had  large 
dealings  with  the  Treasury  and  Navy  Departments  of  the  government. 

For  the  general  trade  they  manufacture  a  great  variety  of  articles,  prominent 
among  them  are  the  giant  padlock,  giant  drill  check,  and  giant  metal  sash  chains. 
The  giant  metal  sash  chain  is  a  noticeable  article.  About  eight  years  ago  they 
conceived  the  idea  of  making  a  chain  that  could  be  sold  at  a  popular  price  as  a 
substitute  for  cord  for  hanging  weights  to  windows,  and  they  filed  out  the  first 
samples  by  hand  and  were  the  originators  of  the  chain  represented  in  the  accom- 
panying cut.    It  has  been  adopted  by  the  United  States  for  their  public  buildings 


and  is  in  general  use  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  To  produce  it  cheap  enough 
and  fast  enough  to  meet  the  demand,  Mr.  Frederick  Egge  invented  a  machine, 
into  which  the  metal  being  fed,  the  links  are  cut  out,  put  together,  shaped,  and  the 
completed  chain  drawn  out  under  a  strain  that  tests  its  tensile  strength  sufficiently 
to  discover  any  flaw  in  the  metal,  and  at  the  rate  of  five  feet  a  minute,  without  any 
human  hand  touchiiig  it.  It  is  a  marvel  of  ingenuity  and  does  the  work  of  several 
men.    The  firm  keep  several  of  these  machines  running  continuously.    They  are 
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also  sole  pioprietors  of  the  metal  from  wlilcli  the  chain  is  made,  it  being  known  in 
the  market  as  the  giant  metal,  and  is  said  to  be  superior  to  any  other  for  the  pur- 
pose. Besides  this  and  other  chains  they  make  special  goods  for  large  consumers, 
and  for  years  have  manufactured  in  this  line  sewing  machine  hardware  for  the 
Singer  Machine  Company,  Wheeler  and  Wilson,  Domestic,  Estey  Organ,  and 
other  companies.  They  have  also  for  several  years  made  the  universal  button 
hole  attachment,  and  have  lately  put  on  the  market  a  family  button  hole  attach- 
ment that  is  capable  of  being  applied  to  all  the  leading  machines,  enabling  the 
sewing  machine  to  do  what  it  has  not  heretofore  done  successfully,  that  is,  to 
make  the  button  holes  for  the  family  without  very  much  additional  expense. 
They  have  also  much  valuable  and  special  machinery  made  by  and  for  themselves, 
not  found  in  any  other  establishments  in  this  or  any  country-,  and  they  employ 
many  highly  skilled  mechanics.  The  company  have  a  representative  in  New 
York  and  in  Chicago,  but  their  business  is  mainly  conducted  through  their  office 
in  this  city,  and  both  the  president,  secretar}-  and  treasurer  give  it  their  constant 
and  personal  attention.  The  original  firm  was  composed  of  Mr.  Friend  W.  Smith 
and  Mr.  Frederick  Egge.  Mr.  Smith  is  well  known  as  having  been  postmaster 
of  Bridgeport  eight  years,  during  both  terms  of  President  Lincoln's  administra- 
tion. Mr.  Egge  has  won  for  himself  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  best  and 
most  ingenious  mechanics  in  the  country.  Mr.  Warner  H.  Day,  who  came  into 
the  concern,  bringing  additional  capital,  in  1877,  has  twice  been,  and  is  its  secre- 
tary and  treasurer.  He  is  well  known  in  Bridgeport  and  in  New  York  City, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  wholesale  hardware  trade  for  many  years. 

Joseph  Kellev  and  Compamj,  manufaciuiers  of  square  and  upright 
pianos,  are  located  in  the  building  of  the  coach  lace  company.  They  established 
their  business  here  in  1884,  employing  fifteen  hands  and  increasing  them  as  they 
were  able  to  turn  their  own  resources,  being  content  with  the  daily  production  of 
one  piano  until  the  natural  increase  of  their  business  permitted  them  to  further 
enlarge  their  facilities.  They  make  only  one  grade  of  instrument,  the  difference 
being  only  in  the  style  of  the  case.  Already  their  instrument  is  being  acknowl- 
edged as  most  superior,  and  besides  four  awards  of  minor  importance  they 
received  the  first  premium  at  the  New  York  State  fair  in  18S5. 

Mr.  Keller's  reputation  as  a  practical  musician  and  piano  maker  is  the  very 
best,  he  being  one  of  a  familj'  including  the  father  and  seven  brothers,  all  either 
manufacturing  or  employed  in  manufactories  of  pianos.  He  was  in  New  York 
City  thirty  years,  commencing  as  an  apprentice  at  the  age  of  twelve  years,  and 
worked  in  some  of  the  leading  manufactories  until  he  established  himself  in 
Bridgeport  as  above  stated.  He  was  also  educated  as  a  pianist  and  organist, 
which  enables  him  to  study  and  perfect  the  tone  of  his  instruments.  Every  part 
of  an  instrument  he  has  made  hundreds  of  times  with  his  own  hands,  which  has 
qualified  him  for  the  personal  inspection  he  gives  to  the  smallest  details  of  his 
business. 

The  company  have  met  with  success  far  beyond  their  most  sanguine  expecta- 
tions, so  much  so  that  their  orders  are  greater  than  they  can  fill  for  months  to 
come.  Although  they  have  spacious  rooms,  yet  enlargement  has  become  neces- 
sary and  is  soon  to  be  secured.  All  this  is  owing  to  the  manner  of  constructing 
their  instruments  and  the  effect  secured.  W\  the  wood  parts  of  their  instruments 
are  double,  cross-grain  veneered,  both  within  and  without,  the  material  thoroughly 
kiln-dried,  and  while  able  to  resist  any  atmospheric  changes  the  instruments 
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are  novels  of  taste  and  beauty;  wliile  possessing  a  beautiful  finish,  noth- 
ing in  the  whole  work  is  neglected,  but  manufactured  by  skillful  workmen 
from  the  best  material  to  be  found,  the  principal  aim  being  to  make  a  first-class 
piano  in  every  respect  with  special  attention  to  its  durability.  These  pianos  unite 
every  advantage  produced,  containing  every  valuable  improvement  science  has 
suggested,  including  a  number  of  their  own  inventions.  In  each  piano  the  plank, 
or  pin-block,  is  composed  of  five  thicknesses  of  maple  wood,  the  grain  running  in 
different  directions,  through  that  the  turning-pin  is  lield  all  round  by  endwood, 
the  advantage  being  that  changes  of  temperature  do  not  swell  or  contract.  This 
departure  tends  to  keep  the  instrument  in  tune  longer  than  by  the  ordinary 
method, — a  great  point  in  piano  economy, — and  by  this  system  of  crossing  the 
grain  of  the  wood  all  danger  or  liability  of  splitting  the  rest  plank  is  removed. 

Their  tone  combines  the  greatest  possible  volume  and  richness,  together  with 
a  beautiful  and  refined  sweetness  and  purity,  and  remarkable  for  its  extraordinary 
prolongation  and  singing  quality,  as  well  as  perfect  evenness  throughout  the 
entire  scale  ;  touch  of  the  greatest  lightness,  elasticity,  and  pliancy,  enabling  the 
performer  to  control  the  instrument  perfectly,  and  to  vary  the  tone  from  the  softest 
whisper  to  the  most  powerful  fortissimo. 

nitidis  and  Johnson,  manufacturers  of  fine  heavy  carriages,  such  as 
coaches,  landaus,  broughams,  coupes,  hansom  cabs,  established  their  business  on 
Broad  street  in  May.  iSyg,  as  successors  to  Wood  Brothers,  who,  with  Stephen 
and  Russell  Tomlinson,  gained  a  well  deserved  reputation  during  seventeen 
years  of  successful  labors  in  the  business.  Mr.  David  Wood  was  among  the  first 
to  commence  a  manufactory  of  heavy  carriages  in  this  country,  beginning  in  1828, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Tomlinson,  Wood  and  Company.  Mr.  Hincks  is  a  native 
of  this  city,  and  Mr.  Johnson  was  engaged  in  New  York  for  a  term  of  years  before 
starting  the  business  here.  They  occupy  the  original  edifice  built  in  1831,  with 
such  additions  as  have  been  made  from  time  to  time,  and  now  cover  over  two 
acres  of  ground  floor,  giving  employment  to  100  or  150  hands.  They  turn  out 
complete  about  200  of  the  larger  carriages  or  coaches  yearly,  and  of  other  styles 
a  greater  number,  being,  in  fact,  the  largest  establishment  of  the  kind  in  New 
England  and  the  second  in  this  country.  The  departments  for  construction  in 
wood  and  iron  work  each  in  itself  would  make  a  large  business.  They  were  the 
first  to  introduce  recently  the  London  hansom  cabs,  making  some  changes  from 
the  English  design,  and  have  already  sold  a  large  number  of  them  in  the  most 
populous  cities  of  the  country.  All  their  business  is  transacted  at  the  office  of 
their  inanufactory. 

The  White  Ma nufact ar ing  Coinpani/  is  located  at  95  Cannon  street, 
and  produce  coach  lamps,  carriage  mountings  and  hardware.  The  officers  are  : 
George  H.  Johnson,  President;  William  B.  Hincks,  Treasurer;  H.  S.  Wilmot, 
Secretary;  Thomas  Boudren,  Superintendent. 

This  enterprise  was  started  in  1832  by  Rippen  and  Sturges,  who  were  suc- 
ceeded by  George  Rippen,  and  he  was  succeeded  by  White  and  Bradley,  who  in 
turn  were  succeeded  by  Thomas  P.  White  and  Company.  This  firm  was  merged 
into  the  present  White  Manufacturing  Company,  which  was  organized  as  a  joint 
stock  company  in  1861,  with  a  capital  of  ^40,000.  They  employ  sixty  hands  in 
the  nrianufaciure  of  the  finest  grade  of  carriage  lamps  and  mountings,  nm\  hearse 
trimmings.  They  have  the  reputation  of  making  only  the  best  class  of  goods, 
which  are  sold  in  every  State  in  the  Union,  and  also  in  Mexico  and  Cuba. 
45 
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THE  ATLANTIC  HOUSE  AT  BRIDGEPORT. 

Tlie  Athintic  House  is  located  on  the  corner  of  Fairfield  avenue  and 
Water  street,  and  was  erected  about  iS6i,  but  has  been  enlarged  since  that  time. 
It  stands  across  the  street  from  the  New  York  and  New  Haven  railroad  depot, 
and  is  a  first  class  hotel.  The  building,  although  plain  in  style,  is  an  ornament  to 
that  part  of  the  city. 

^Ir.  JPetcv  FoJdtnl,  the  proprietor,  is  a  native  of  Schoharie  county,  N.  Y., 
where  he  married  Miss  Annie  Eliza  Kilmore.  He  resided  in  Albany  about  thirty 
years,  where  he  kept  the  Dunlap  and  the  Mansion  Houses  on  Broadway,  and  also 
the  Poland  House  on  Washington  avenue,  where  the  State  House  now  stands. 
In  Albany  he  served  a  term  as  alderman.  He  left  Albany  and  was  proprietor,  for 
a  time,  of  the  Nelson  House  at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y..  and  from  that  place  came  to 
Bridgeport  in  iSSo,  where  he  has  earned  a  high  and  honorable  reputation  as  pro- 
prietor cf  the  Atlantic  House  and  as  a  public  citizen.  Many  of  the  best  class  of 
citizens  reside  in  his  house.  He  is  efficiently  assisted  by  his  son,  Mr.  Worthing- 
ton  Foland,  who  has  always  resided  with  his  father.  His  daughter,  Ida,  married 
Mr.  Holland  H.  TerrifF,  of  Albany,  and  thcv  reside  with  Mr.  Foland. 
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The  JEhn  Ifouse  is  located  at  36  John  street,  it  having  been  a  private 
dwelling  until  within  a  few  years.  In  1SS4  it  was  enlarged  and  became  decidedly 
in  public  favor,  and  has  been  very  prosperous  since.  It  is  conducted  as  a  temper- 
ance house. 

3Ir.  J.  JR.  lioclkfeller,  the  proprietor,  is  a  native  of  New  York  State,  a 
member  of  the  societies  of  odd  fellows,  royal  arcanum  and  knights  of  pythias,  and 
is  having  success  in  this  enterprise. 

Hect'eation  Hall  is  located  at  Main  street  ;  was  erected  by  Hon.  P.  T. 
Barnum  for  the  purposes  of  recreation  and  amusement.  It  is  200  feet  b}'  80,  two 
stories,  built  with  brick,  the  front  being  Philadelphia  brick  with  terra  cotta  finish, 
ornamented  with  grifHns  and  statuary.  The  arrangements  in  the  interior  of  the 
building  are  very  complete  on  a  large  scale.  Mr.  H.  G.  Husted  is  the  originator 
of  plan  and  equipments,  and  is  the  lessee  of  the  building. 

Tlte  lialloon  Asrensioti  of  September  6,  1852,  was  made  at  Bridgeport, 
by  the  largest  balloon  ever  used  in  the  United  States.  It  was  made  of  French 
flag  silk,  100  feet  in  height,  and  72  in  diameter,  and  held  3500  feet  of  gas,  half  of 
it  being  supplied  by  the  Bridgeport  Gas  Company,  and  the  rest  manufactured  in 
a  tank  by  Monseiur  Petin.  The  balloon  was  one  of  three  of  the  same  size  and 
workmanship,  and  made  for  an  aerial  trip  across  the  Atlantic  ocean,  but  failed  to 
accomplish  that  journey.  It  ascended  to  an  altitude  of  23,500  feet,  continued  its 
aerial  journey  one  hour  and  a  half  when  it  landed  in  the  ocean,  off  the  village  of 
Bridgeh.impton,  L.  I.,  about  six  miles  out.  The  persons  who  ascended  in  it,  were  : 
Monseiur  Petin,  aeronaut  ;  Gustave  Reynaud,  machinist  ;  J.  W.  Dufour,  inter- 
preter ;  and  Mr.  Seetch,  a  school  teacher  of  East  Bridgeport.  .After  battling  with 
the  waves  for  two  hours,  they  were  rescued  by  a  life  saving  crew,  thus  narrowly 
escaping  a  watery  grave,  and  returned  to  Bridgeport  four  days  from  the  time  they 
made  the  ascension.  The  cost  of  this  balloon  was  $3500,  and  it  was  a  total  loss. 
Monseiur  Petin  returned  to  Paris  and  engaged  in  ballooning  in  the  interest  of  the 
French  government.  Gustave  Reynaud  remained  in  Bridgeport  for  a  time  but 
died  while  on  a  visit  to  his  native  country.  The  only  survivor  of  the  party  is  J. 
W.  Dufour  who  resides  now  in  Stratford,  Conn.  But  few  old  Bridgeporters  but 
that  remember  Petin's  signal  when  beginning  his  most  grand  ascension  on  that 
occasion  ;  "  Six  inches  let  go."  "  Si.x.  inches  let  go."  Mr.  Dufour  says  that  while 
thousands  of  feet  high  in  the  air  they  could  distinctly  see  the  fish  in  the  water  of 
the  Sound. 


T/ie  Newspapers  of  Bridgeport. 

The  Itcjnihlicau  Furiner  was  started  as  a  weekly  newspaper  in  1790 
at  Danbury,  under  the  name  of  the  Farmer's  Miscellany.  After  various  fortunes 
and  absorbing  one  or  two  rivals  it  was  removed  to  Bridgeport  in  1810,  by  Stiles 
Nichols  ;  and  has  been  consecutively  published  here  since  by  Stiles  Nichols, 
Stiles  Nichols  and  Son,  Pomeroy  and  Nichols,  William  S.  Pomeroy,  Pomeroy  and 
Morse,  W.  S.  Pomeroy  again,  Pomeroy,  Gould  and  Company,  and  Gould  and 
Stiles,  the  present  owners.  The  "  Daily  Farmer"  was  started  January  i,  1750,  by 
W.  S.  Pomeroy,  and  has  been  published  smce  that  date  except  for  about  a  month 
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in  the  summer  of  iS6i,  when  the  office  was  mobbed  and  sacked  for  alleged  oppo- 
sition to  the  civil  war.  The  present  proprietors  became  sole  owners  in  1870.  It 
has  ahva3-s  been  a  staunch  Democratic  paper,  supporting  Jefferson  and  his  suc- 
cessors, and  Jackson  and  all  the  later  Democratic  administrations  ;  has  steadily 
grown  with  the  increase  of  the  population  of  the  town  and  county,  and  is  a  wide- 
awake newspaper. 

The  American  Telegraph  was  started  here  by  Lazarus  Beach,  a  printer, 
bookseller  and  stationer,  in  1795.  It  was  issued  weekly  from  the  office  at  the 
corner  of  Wall  and  Water  streets,  opposite  (he  old  Washington  Hotel. 

The  Jiridgeport  Herald,  a  weekly  paper,  was  commenced  about  the 
year  1805  by  Samuel  Mallorv.  Copies  of  it  are  now  extremely  scarce,  much  more 
so  than  those  of  its  predecessor,  the  "Telegraph,"  of  which  quite  a  number  have 
been  preserved. 

Hie  Sridgeport  Advertiser  was  started  in  1S06,  by  Hezekiah  Ripley, 
and  published  weekly  for  several  years  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per 
annum. 

TJie  Connecticut  Courier  was  commenced  in  iSio,  by  Nathaniel  L. 
Skinner,  and  continued  by  him  for  upwards  of  a  dozen  years. 

TJie  Connecticut  Patriot  was  commenced  in  1S26,  by  L.  Bradley  and 
Company,  at  their  office  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  State  streets,  opposite  the 
Steamboat  Hotel,  afterwards  the  Franklin  House. 

Tlie  Spirit  of  the  Times  was  published  and  edited  by  George  W. 
Smith,  Jr.,  at  the  corner  of  State  and  Water  streets,  which  met  with  considerable 
success.  This  paper  was  started  in  1S31,  when  public  opinion  ran  high  on 
Masonry,  soon  after  the  disappearance  of  the  unfortunate  Morgan.  It  was  devoted 
to  the  cause  of  anti-Masonry,  and  for  a  while  had  a  circulation  of  eight  hundred 
copies.    It  was  afterwards  sold  to  John  Swaine. 

The  Jiridgeport  Chronicle  was  first  published  September  9,  1848,  by 
B.  H.  Munson,  at  the  corner  of  State  and  Water  streets.  It  was  issued  weekly,  at 
one  dollar  per  annum,  and  enjoyed  but  a  brief  existence. 

The  First  Bridgeport  Leader  suspended  after  fifteen  numbers.  It 
was  edited  by  T.  M.  Clarke,  subsequently  editor  of  the  Winsted  "  Herald,"  and 
published  by  the  Bridgeport  Printing  Company.  The  date  upon  its  first  number 
is  March  25,  1S54. 

The  newspapers  published  in  Bridgeport  at  the  present  time  are  the  "  Far- 
mer," Democratic;  the  "Standard,"  Republican;  the  "Morning  News,"  Inde- 
pendent; the  "Evening  Post,"  and  the  "Sun." 

The  Hepuhlican  Standard  was  commenced  in  the  year  1839,  by  A.  A. 
Pettengill,  who  was  both  editor  and  proprietor.  He  purchased  of  Edmund 
Fanton  at  that  time  the  "  Bridgeport  Republican,"  a  weekly  paper  commenced 
by  Mr.  Fanton  in  1830.  In  the  spring  of  184S,  Julius  S.  Hanover  was  admitted 
to  an  interest  in  the  business.  In  1853  a  tri-weekly  edition  was  begun,  followed 
in  1854  by  the  publication  of  a  dally.  In  September.  1863,  Mr.  John  D.  Candee, 
formerly  of  New  Haven,  became  the  successor  of  the  firm  of  Pettengill  and 
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Hanover,  and  on  January  I,  1867,  the  Standard  Association  was  organized,  with 
a  capital  stock  of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  which  has  since  been  largely  increased. 
At  the  lime  of  the  organization  Mr.  Candee  was  President  of  the  association  and 
J.  W.  Knowlton  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  Mr.  Knowlton  was  also  business 
manager  for  about  ten  years.  At  the  present  time  the  paper  is  edited  by 
Messrs.  John  D.  Candee  and  George  C.  Waldo,  ihe  business  management 
being  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Alexander  Wheeler.  It  has  also  a  telegraphic 
news  editor,  Mr.  S.  O.  Cantield,  a  city  editor,  Mr.  F.  C.  Smith,  and  three  reporters, 
Messrs.  Frank  K.  Wood,  F.  \\.  Nash  and  Frank  W.  Boland.  The  job  depart- 
ment is  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Patrick  Wade,  Jr.,  and  Mr.  George  B.  Whitney  is 
foreman  of  the  newspaper  composing  department.  Wm.  H.  Parroit  is  bookkeeper 
and  accountant  ;  and  the  entire  force  numbers  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  men. 
Large  daily  and  weekly  editions  arc  published  and  the  paper  has  a  wide  circula- 
tion and  influence.  It  has  always  been  decidedly  republican  in  politics.  The  fine 
brick  building  on  the  corner  of  Fairfield  avenue  and  Middle  street,  owned  and 
occupied  by  the  Standard  Association,  was  erected  in  iSyo,  at  a  cost  of  over 
$30,000. 

John  Dutton  Candee,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Almira  C. 
(Dutton)  Candee,  was  born  in  Pompey,  Onondaga  county, 
N.  Y.,  June  12,  1819.  Mis  parents  were  natives  of  Oxford, 
Connecticut.  He  had  four  sisters  and  one  brother.  His 
ancestors  in  both  h'nes  were  descendants  from  the  earliest 
settlers  in  the  country  who  were  of  pure  English  blood, 
except  one  on  the  paternal  side  who  came  from  France  and 
settled  in  England. 

Mr.  Candee's  parents  removed  from  Pompey  to  Connec- 
ticut about  1825,  and  the  following  year  his  father  died  at 
Cheshire,  leaving  a  widow,  and  six  children  from  six  weeks  to 
fifteen  years  of  age,  without  property.  His  mother  removed 
to  New  Haven,  where  by  great  skill  and  hard  labor  she  suc- 
ceeded in  maintaining  her  family,  but  her  struggles  left  a 
vivid  impression  on  the  mind  of  her  son. 

When  nine  years  of  age  young  Candee  walked  to  Oxford 
to  work  on  a  farm  with  his  great-uncle,  Capt.  Job  Candee, 
and  since  that  day  he  has  supported  himself  without  aid  from 
any  friend  or  relative.  He  regards  the  three  years  spent  on 
that  farm  as  among  the  most  valuable  of  his  life.  Captain 
Candee  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution  who  never  tired  of 
telling  stories  of  that  war,  and  from  these  the  boy  imbibed 
those  sentiments  of  patriotism  which  fire  his  spirit,  and  some- 
times blaze  out  in  the  Bridgeport  "Standard."  When  about 
ten  years  of  age  he  first  learned  something  of  the  institution 
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of  slavery,  and  he  so  instinctively  felt  the  supreme  wrong  of 
that  institution  that  he  has  ever  been  an  intense  opponent  of 
all  oppression  and  slavery  all  over  the  world. 

When  thirteen  3'ears  of  age  he  engaged  in  a  printing 
office  as  a  "  roller  boy "  and  continued  at  that  trade  ten 
years,  and  thereby  mastered  every  detail  of  the  business. 

Thirsting  for  knowledge  and  living  in  sight  of  Vale  Col- 
lege he  became  imbued  with  a  strong  desire  to  go  through 
that  institution,  and  although  without  means  he  accc)mplished 
his  object  and  was  graduated  in  1847.  Still  he  went  on.  and 
spent  the  next  two  years  in  the  Yale  Law  School,  under  the 
tuition  of  Governors  Bissell  and  Button.  After  graduating 
he  went  to  Iowa  to  practice  his  profession,  but  returned  the 
following  year  to  New  Haven  and  opened  a  law  office.  For 
five  years  he  was  the  prosecuting  attorney  or  grand  juror  of 
that  town,  and  it  fell  to  his  lot  to  enforce  the  so-called  Maine 
law,  which  he  did  successfully.  After  that  he  followed  his  pro- 
fession for  seven  years  in  New  Haven,  being  the  city  attorney 
for  two  years.  While  the  profession  of  law  secured  satisfac- 
tory remuneration,  yet  by  his  peculiar  sensitiveness  and  per- 
sonal tastes  he  did  not  like  it,  and  hence  accepted  the 
editorial  department  of  the  New  Haven  "Journal  and  Cou- 
rier "  for  three  months,  and,  finding  that  occupation  congenial 
he  purchased  a  two-thirds  interest  in  the  Bridgeport  daily 
and  weekly  "  Standard,"  and  entered  upon  his  new  duties 
September  12,  1863. 

On  the  29th  of  October  following,  he  married  Miss 
Sarah  Bryant  Smith,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  F.  Smith, 
D.D.,  of  Newton  Centre,  Mass.  They  have  had  three  daugh- 
ters, of  whom  two,  Almira  Louise  and  Hattie  Kate  are  living. 

When  Mr.  Candee  assumed  control  of  the  "  Standard  " 
it  was  a  small  paper  and  in  a  very  precarious  condition,  but 
it  soon  began  to  grow,  and  this  prosperity  has  continued  so 
that  the  paper  has  been  enlarged  several  times.  For  a  time 
he  did  all  the  editorial  work  himself,  but  gradually  was  able 
to  add  one  assistant  after  another  until  it  requires  the  work 
of  si.x  men  to  conduct  it  editorially,  while  the  business  depart- 
ment, which  formerly  aflTorded  but  light  v/ork  lor  one  man, 
now  requires  four,  and  the  job  department  has  correspond- 
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ingly  increased.  Determining  to  avoid  certain  errors  ot 
journalism,  and  to  pursue  a  line  of  general  progress  for  the 
public  good,  his  paper  has  become  a  great  success.  This 
prosperit}'  Mr.  Candee  does  not  attribute  wholly  to  himself 
but  much  to  his  associates,  with  whom  he  has  maintained 
very  pleasant  relations.  Mr.  George  C.  Waldo,  associate 
editor,  has  been  on  the  "  Standard  "  for  nineteen  3'ears  ;  Mr. 
Alexander  Wheeler,  the  business  manager,  seventeen  years, 
and  the  type  setters  on  an  average  twenty  years.  The  public 
career  of  the  paper  for  nearly  twenty-three  years  renders 
useless  any  effort  to  describe  its  principles,  or  those  of  its 
chief  editor,  and  his  associates.  The  prosperity  of  the  paper 
in  a  commonly  moral  and  intelligent  communitv  reveals  its 
high  moral  tone  and  public  spirit.  In  politics  Mr.  Candee  is 
Republican,  solely  from  a  conviction  that  the  principles  of 
that  party  are  right.  He  thoroughly  believes  in  universal 
education  and  works  with  perseverance  for  that  end  and  for 
public  progress  in  all  directions.  He  has  asked  for  no  office 
and  has  held  none  in  Bridgeport  except  three  years  in  the 
Common  Council,  but  he  accepted  the  nomination  for  Lieut.- 
Governor  in  1882,  and  was  defeated. 

In  person  he  is  six  feet  and  one  inch  in  height,  weighs 
about  260  pounds,  stands  erect,  and  moves  with  dignity  and 
self-possession  ;  and  in  the  most  literal  meaning  as  to  his 
acquirements,  is  a  self-made  man. 

Geovfje  Cut'tis  Waldo  was  born  in  Lynn,  Mass.,  in 
1837,  and  is  the  eldest  son  of  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Waldo,  a  promi- 
nent Universalist  clergyman,  now  for  many  years  retired  at 
New  London,  Conn.  Deacon  Cornelius  Waldo  was  the  first 
of  the  name  to  come  to  this  country  (1654),  and  from  him  the 
entire  family  with  all  its  branches  has  sprung.  The  family  is 
of  ancient  date.  Deacon  Cornelius  tracing  his  descent  back 
to  Thomas,  brother  of  Peter  Waldo,  founder  of  the  Wal- 
denses  (1170).  On  his  mother's  side  Mr.  Waldo  is  related  to 
the  old  Huguenot  family  of  Ballou,  his  mother  being  Elmina, 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  Hosea  Ballou  of  Boston,  and  cousin  of 
Eliza  Ballou  the  mother  of  James  A.  Garfield.  Mr.  Waldo 
was  graduated  at  Tufts  College,  Mass.,  in  i860,  and  studied 
law  in  the  office  of  the  Hon.  Andrew  C.  Lippitt  of  New  Lon- 
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don,  Conn.,  with  T.  M.  Waller.  Both  he  and  Gov.  Waller 
enlisted  as  privates  in  the  first  company  raised  in  New  Lon- 
don for  the  Civil  War,  and  served  through  the  campaign  of 
1861.  After  his  discharge  from  the  army,  his  health  being 
poor,  Mr.  Waldo  abandoned  the  study  of  the  law  and  entered 
more  active  business  in  New  London  and  Bridgeport  from 
the  years  1S62  to  1S67,  and,  in  the  latter  year  he  engaged  as 
city  editor  of  the  Bridgeport  ''  Daily  Standard."  He  occu- 
pied this  position  for  two  years  and  in  1S69  he  bought  the 
interest  of  ^Jajor  L.  N.  Middlebrook  in  that  journal  and 
became  associate  editor  of  the  paper  with  the  Hon.  John  D. 
Candee,  a  position  which  he  has  occupied  ever  since.  In 
1874  he  married  at  New  Orleans,  Annie,  daughter  of  Major 
Frederick  Frye,  forraerlv  of  Bridgeport,  and  their  children 
are  Selden  Connor,  Rosalie  Hillman  and  Maturin  Ballou. 
For  eight  years  Mr.  Waldo  has  been  a  member  of  the  vestry 
of  Christ  Episcopal  Church  Parish  and  for  four  years  was  its 
Junior  Warden.  He  was,  with  the  Rev.  Dr.  H.  N.  Powers, 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  Scientific  Society  and  for  five  years 
its  secretary.  He  was  among  the  founders  of  the  Historical 
Society  and  is  one  of  its  Vice-Presidents.  For  five  years  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education,  was  a  member  of 
the  Building  Committees  of  the  Board  and  the  Town  in  the 
construction  of  the  New  High  School,  and  for  two  years 
was  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Schools.  He  has  never 
sought  political  office,  the  duties  of  his  business  being  all  that 
he  has  had  time  to  undertake.  He  was  the  first  President  of 
the  old  Eclectic  Club,  is  one  of  the  vice-presidents  of  the  Sea 
Side  Club,  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  x\rmy  of  the  Republic 
and  the  Army  and  Navy  Club  of  Connecticut,  was  a  charter 
member  of  the  first  lodge  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  has 
belonged  to  other  similar  organizations.  He  is  a  connoisseur 
in  art  and  literature,  has  many  works  of  art  and  a  fine  miscel- 
laneous library.  In  18S2  he  built  the  residence  No.  85  Golden 
Hill,  where  he  now  resides. 

The  Evening  Post. — Strangers  who  visit  the  busy  establishments  of  the 
"  Evening  Post "  are  often  surprised  to  hear  old  citizens  who  are  conducting  visi- 
tors through  it  ?a\-  :  "  Now  show  us  the  press  you  first  started  with."  And  when, 
in  response,  a  forlorn  and  battered  three-dollar  card-press  is  produced,  they  feel 
that  the  story  of  the  "Post"  is  indeed  one  of  small  beginnings.  Starting  with 
this  small  press,  George  W.  Hills,  the  founder  of  the  "  Evening  Post,"  worked  his 
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way  on  until,  though  still  a  boy,  he  carried  on  a  small  but  thriving  job  printing 
business  in  a  little  frame  building  at  304  East  Main  street.  Several  business  men 
of  East  Bridgeport,  who  had  been  his  earliest  patrons,  used  to  urge  him,  half-jest- 
ingly,  to  issue  a  daily  one-cent  paper.  February  yih,  1S83,  saw  the  first  number 
of  the  "Post,"  a  neatly  printed  four-column  sheet,  15x22,  aptly  described  by  a  big 


contemporary  as  "handkerchief  size."  It  received  a  hearty  welcome  from  the 
public,  and  in  May,  1SS3,  ii  was  enlarged  to  5  columns.  September,  of  the  same 
year  saw  its  expansion  to  six  columns,  and  in  July,  18S4,  it  attained  its  present 
dimensions,  being  now  a  handsomely-printed  7-column  daily,  exactly  the  satne 
size  as  the  "New  York  Sun."  From  the  first  it  found  cordial  supporters  among 
wealthy  and  influential  advertisers,  who  were  quick  to  perceive  the  advantages  of 
a  penny  paper  with  its  wide  circulation  among  people  who  usually  spend  their 
money  in  their  own  city.  The  profits  of  the  paper  were  steadily  devoted  to  its 
improvement,  and  Hoe  presses  and  other  machinery  of  the  best  description  speed- 
ily took  the  place  of  the  first  primitive  coniriv.Tnces.  In  January,  1885,  George 
W.  Hills  associated  with  him  his  brother  Henry  M.  Hills,  thus  forming  the 
present  firm  of  Hills  Brothers.  In  September,  1885,  the  "Post"  migrated  from 
the  little  frame  building  which  it  had  long  outgrown,  to  the  stately  brick  block 
erected  on  Middle  street,  by  A.  L.  Winton,  Esq.  Here  increased  prosperity  has 
followed  it.  Its  sworn  circulation  is  4,000  daily,  and  it  has  an  immense  advertis- 
ing patronage.  Visitors  receive  a  hearty  welcome,  and  it  is  one  of  the  sights  of 
Bridgeport  to  see  the  "  Post"  printed  and  delivered  to  its  waiting  army  of  boys. 
Politically  the  "Post"  is  independent,  and  ilways  ready  to  lend  its  support  to 
"honest  men  and  honest  measures." 
46 
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TJie  iHoi'iii ng  I^'ews,  as  a  daily  paper,  was  first  published  on  September 
7,  1874,  by  Major  Henry  M.  Hoyt,  L.  C.  Prindle  and  John  Beardsley.  The  office 
was  under  the  Atlantic  House  from  which  it  was  issued  just  thirty  days  and  dis- 
continued. It  had  been  fairly  patronized,  but  it  neither  made  nor  lost  a  dollar. 
On  October  27,  1S79.  tlie  "News"  was  started  again  by  Major  Hoyt,  who  con- 
ducted it  with  the  assistance  of  A.  W.  French  as  cily  editor,  and  T.  W.  Wood  as 
night  editor,  until  February  i,  1SS5,  when  it  was  purchased  by  Rufus  A.  Lyon  and 
L.  C.  Prindle.  This  firm  continued  until  December  g.  1SS5,  when  by  mutual  con- 
sent Mr.  Prindle  purchased  Mr.  Lvon's  interest,  and  became  proprietor  and  editor, 
and  thus  it  continues  with  good  success.  On  December  27,  1SS5,  Arthur  VV. 
French  became  the  night  editor. 

The  lividgepoi't  Sim,  originally  known  as  the  "  Budgei,"  was  established 
in  1867,  by  William  H.  May,  at  21  NV'all  street.  It  is  democratic  in  ils  principles 
and  independent  in  character,  and  is  now  published  in  Hawes'  Opera  House 
Block,  on  Fairfield  avenue,  every  Saturday  morning. 

W.  H.  May,  the  editor  of  the  "Sun,"  was  the  editor  of  the  "  Boneville 
Trumpet,"  which  acquired  considerable  fame  as  a  comical  monthly  soon  after  the 
war,  and  displayed  at  its  "mast-head"  the  motto: 

"  Independent,  like  it  or  lump  it. 
We'll  tell  the  Truth  in  the  Boneville  Tru.mpet." 

During  a  period  of  fourteen  months  in  Rebel  prisons  pens,  at  Camp  Ford, 
Tyler,  Texas,  he  printed  with  a  pen  in  imitation  of  types,  a  paper  called  "The 
Old  Fl.\g,"  which  was  lithographed  after  his  exchange  and  fac-simile  copies 
furnished  to  old  ex-prisoners.  This  is  the  only  instance  in  the  war  of  '61-5  when 
a  newspaper  was  ever  successfully  published  by  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy. 

The  First  Universaltst  Society^  was  organized  in  April,  1S44,  and 
they  built  their  first  church  edifice  the  following  summer  on  Cannon  street,  the 
Rev.  Samuel  B.  Britain,  formerly  an  Episcopal  clergyman,  being  their  minister. 
The  church  was  organized  January  12,  1845,  with  the  following  members  :  Ammon 
Williams,  Charles  M.  Marvin,  Richard  Thompson,  William  Gould,  Oliva  Williams, 
Lucy  A.  Landon,  Mary  A.  Davis,  Maria  Thompson,  Thomas  Lewis,  S.  S.  Lyon, 
Sarah  W.  Lyon,  Elizabeth  C.  Britain,  Henry  Edwards,  Amanda  Wells,  Harvey 
K.  Knight,  Samantha  Mettler,  Francis  Marshall,  Amy  Edwards,  Lewis  B.  Edwards, 
Aloa  Briggs,  Susan  Robinson,  Ann  E.  Pollard  and  F.  P.  Ambler. 

Previous  to  the  organization  of  the  society  Rev.  Menzies  Raynor  and  Rev. 
Forbyce  Hitchcock  preached  here  as  missionaries.  Mr.  Britain  left  about  1846, 
and  the  Rev.  F.  S.  Fletcher  succeeded  him,  remaining  two  years.  The  Rev. 
Hosea  Ballou  preached  here  a  number  of  limes  before  1850.  The  Rev.  Moses 
Ballou  was  settled  here  September  i,  184S.  and  remained  six  years.  The  church 
edifice  was  burned  in  May,  1850,  and  the  present  one  bu'lt  on  Fairfield  avenue, 
near  Broad  street,  that  year.  The  Rev.  Edwin  C.  Boll  was  ordained  pastor  here 
July  30,  1S55,  and  remained  about  one  year.  He  was  educated  in  Trinity  College 
in  Hartford.  The  Rev.  Thomas  Lathrop  was  settled  pastor  here  several  years, 
beginning  in  1861.    The  next  pastor  was  the  Rev.  Selden  Gilbert,  commencing  in 
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May,  186S,  who  remained  about  one  year.  In  1869,  Miss  Olyiiipia  Brown,  after- 
wards Mrs.  Olympia  Willis,  became  tlie  pastor  of  this  church,  and  labored  with 
success  until  in  1875  when  she  resigned,  and  the  present  pastor,  the  Rev.  John 
Lyon  succeeded  her. 

The  addition  to  the  church  edifice,  securing  a  comfortable  Sunday  school 
room  and  parlor,  was  built  in  iSSo,  and  the  church  debt  was  paid  in  spring  of 
1S86,  by  the  special  and  persistant  labors,  of  the  pastor. 

Itev.  John  Lyon,  the  present  pastor  of  the  Church  of 
the  Redeemer,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Glasgow,  Scotland, 
December  31,  1844.  He  received  his  early  education  in  the 
excellent  national  schools  of  Glasgow,  and  when  about  four- 
teen years  of  age  became  attached  to  the  Bridgeton  public 
school  as  a  pupil  teacher,  remaining  there  some  four  years, 
attending  at  the  same  time  the  Glasgow  University,  which  he 
entered  in  his  sixteenth  year.  Soon  after  entering  the  univer- 
sity he  opened  a  private  school,  which  was  successful  during 
the  four  years  he  directed  it. 

Determining  to  come  to  this  country  he  left  Glasgow, 
and  after  a  stormy  passage  of  fifteen  days  arrived  in  New 
York  on  Washington's  birthday  in  1867.  Proceeding  West 
he  taught  school  in  Michigan  for  nearly  three  years,  and 
married  in  Detroit,  Carrie  C,  youngest  daughter  of  Mr. 
Henry  Barnum,  formerly  a  citizen  of  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
Removing  to  Nebraska,  he  followed  teaching,  at  the  same 
time  studying  for  the  ministry.  On  January  22,  1871,  he  was 
admitted  to  Orders  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  on  April  6, 
1873,  ordained  to  the  priesthood.  Withdrawing  from  the 
ministry  of  the  Episcopal  Church  he  received  in  July  and 
August,  1874,  calls  from  the  Liberal  Churches  in  Bolton  and 
Ware,  Mass.  He  accepted  the  latter  and  was  duly  installed. 
On  November  16,  1876,  he  received  a  unanimous  call  to  the 
First  Universalist  parish  of  Bridgeport,  and  accepting  it, 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  pastor  on  the  first  Sunday  in 
December  of  the  same  year,  now  nearly  ten  years  since.  His 
labors  have  been  very  earnest,  steady  and  influential,  espe- 
cially in  regard  to  the  great  questions  of  moral  reform  of  the 
present  day.  In  1882  he  visited  Scotland,  to  secure  rest  and 
revive  old  memories.  In  1886  he  received  the  honorary 
degree  of  Master  of  Arts  from  Tufts  College,  Mass. 

Besides  writing  considerably  for  public  journals  both 
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essays  and  sermons,  he  has  published  "What  I  Believe  Con- 
cerning Endless  Punishment,"  and  the  reply  to  it  by  the  Rev. 
R.  G.  S.  McNeille,  "  What  I  Believe  Concerning  Endless 
Punishment,"  with  "  Replies  thereto  by  the  Rev.  John  Lyon," 
82  pages,  i2mo.  He  has  also  nearly  ready  for  the  press, 
"  Vergilia,  a  Tale  of  the  Primitive  Church,"  300  pages,  i2mo. 

Hev.  JEiJivhi  Johnson,^  the  seventh  pastor  of  the  Sec- 
ond Congregational  Church,  was  born  in  Plymouth,  Ct., 
December  i,  1S26,  and  died  in  Morrisania,  New  York  City, 
December  26,  1883,  aged  57  years.  Mr.  Johnson  was  grad- 
uated at  Yale  College  in  1S46,  being  the  class  poet,  and  after 
two  years'  study  at  Union  Theological  Seminary.  New  York, 
graduated  therein  1850.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  K.,  daughter 
of  James  and  Lucy  Bartlett  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  who  with 
three  daughters  survives  him. 

He  was  acting  pastor  at  Milford,  Conn.,  one  3'ear  during 
1850  to  185 1  ;  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  Congregational 
Church  at  Jacksonville,  111.,  beginning  June  6,  185  i,  where  he 
remained  about  seven  years;  was  installed  pastor  of  the  Bow- 
doin  street  Church,  Boston,  Mass.,  June  29,  1859.  On  Octo- 
ber 16,  1861,  he  commenced  labors  at  the  Hammond  street 
Church,  Bangor,  Me.,  where  he  remained  until  late  in  the 
year  1865.  He  was  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  in 
Baltimore,  Md.,  from  1867  to  1S69,  and  was  installed  pastor 
of  the  Second  Congregational  Church  in  Bridgeport,  Conn., 
November  8,  1870.  and  continued  its  pastor  until  November 
2,  1876.  After  this  he  preached  regularly,  until  his  death,  in 
the  Congregational  Church  at  Morrisania,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
had  charge  of  a  school  for  young  ladies. 

During  his  successful  labors  with  the  Second  Church  in 
Bridgeport,  there  were  202  persons  added  to  the  membership 
— 107  on  profession  of  faith  and  95  by  letter,  and  therefore 
left  the  church  in  a  good  state  of  prosperity.  He  was  a  ready- 
writer,  and  contributed  articles  to  religious  press  and  various 
magazines,  and  in  1873  published  the  "  Mouth  of  Gold,"  a 
series  of  dramatic  sketches  illustrating  the  life  and  times  of 
Chrysostom. 
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Upon  receiving-  the  intelligence  of  his  decease  the  Second 
Congregational  Church,  passed  the  following: 

"  Whereas,  the  sad  intelligence  was  received  yesterday 
of  the  death  of  Rev.  Edwin  Johnson,  formerly  pastor  of  this 
church,  therefore 

'"■Resolved,  That  we  have  heard  with  sincere  sorrow  of 
this  affliction  which  has  befallen  his  family,  and  that  we  take 
this  means  of  conveying  to  them  our  sympathy,  and  assuring 
them  that  their  grief  is  also  ours,  and  that  we  share  with 
them  the  sad  feelings  of  loss  and  bereavement  which  they 
now  suffer. 

'■'•Resolved,  That  this  church  desire  to  place  once  more  on 
record  its  high  esteem  for  Rev.  Mr.  Johnson  as  a  consistent 
and  eminently  faithful  pastor,  and  as  a  sincere  and  unselfish 
friend  whose  loss  we  deeply  lament. 

'■'■Resolved,  That  as  an  expression  of  our  feeling,  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  attend  the  funeral  in  our  behalf, 
and  conve}'  these  assurances  to  his  sorrow  stricken  family  ; 
the  following  persons  being  the  committee:  Rev.  R.  G.  S. 
McNeille,  the  pastor.  Deacons  Edward  Sterling,  Edward  \V. 
Marsh  and  Thomas  Calef ;  and  Messrs.  S.  W.  Baldwin,  L.  D. 
Sanford,  M.  Neville  and  E.  A.  Lewis. 

Deacon  Blakeslee,  of  this  church,  was  chosen  February  3, 

1874. 

Rev.  Hohet't  G.  S.  McNeille  was  born  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  April  i,  1841,  and  was  the  second  son  of  Perry 
R.  McNeille,  a  merchant  of  that  city,  and  of  Hannah  (Shep- 
herdson)  McNeille.  His  early  education  was  obtained  prin- 
cipally in  the  public  schools  of  the  city  and  he  graduated  at 
eighteen  from  the  high  school  with  the  degree  of  A.B.  He 
subsequently  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  the  class  of  1863, 
and  after  a  course  of  law  in  the  office  of  G.  M.  Wharton,  Esq., 
and  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  he  followed  for  two 
years  the  practice  of  that  profession.  He  then  graduated 
from  the  Yale  Theological  Seminary  in  New  Haven  and  after 
a  term  of  travel  in  Europe  became,  in  1870,  the  first  pastor  of 
the  East  Church,  now  the  Humphrey  Street  Church,  which 
he  had  founded  while  in  the  seminary. 
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He  accepted  a  call  to  the  Porter  Church,  in  Brockton,  in 
1872,  and  subsequently  became  pastor  of  the  South  Congre- 
gational Church  in  Bridgeport  in  December,  1877. 

St,  John's  Episcopal  C/iiirch  closed  on  page  627  with  a  sketch  of  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Maxcy's  labors  in  it.  Since  the  writing  of  that  article  work  has  been 
commenced  on  the  new  chapel  at  the  north  end  of  the  church.  This  chapel  will 
be  86  by  67  feet,  one  story  high  and  basement.  The  cost  is  estimated  at  $30,000, 
and  the  expense  is  defrayed  by  the  legacy  of  the  late  Catharine  A.  Pettengill,  the 
material  being  the  same  as  the  church  edifice — blue  stone.  The  chapel  will  con- 
tain a  lecture  room, 'two  parlors,  library,  kitchen,  pastor's  study,  and  retiring 
rooms.    The  building  will  be  called  the  "  Burroughs  Memorial  Chapel." 

The  Rev.  Edgar  A.  Enos,  of  Towanda,  Pa.,  became  rector  of  this  church  in 
Deceniber,  1SS5. 

Private  Schools'  were  well  sustained  in  Bridgeport  from  about  1S30 
until  the  consolidation  of  the  public  schools  In  1876,  and  the  establishment  of  the 
high  school  grade. 

Rev.  Samuel  Blatcbford  and  Rev.  Elijah  Waterman  had  private  schools,  not 
only  for  candidates  for  the  ministry  but  for  others;  and  Rev.  Birdsey  G.  Noble 
had  one,  also,  on  Fairfield  avenue  in  1834.  Amos  A.  Pettengill  kept  such  a 
school  in  1838.  Also  the  following:  Mr.  Abbott,  in  the  basement  of  the  South 
Church  in  1035-6  ;  Mr.  Isaac  H.  Johnson,  in  the  same  place  in  1837  ;  .Mr.  Warren 
W.  Selleck,  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  State  streets  in  1835  and  continued  for 
twenty-five  years,  with  several  changes  of  location;  Rev.  Henry  Jones,  Cottage 
Classical  School,  already  spoken  of;  Rev.  Guy  B.  Dav,  a  classical  and  English 
school  ;  George  W.  Yates,  at  89  Couriland  street  in  1S45.  Mr.  Yates  removed  to 
Bennington,  Vt.,  and  the  school  was  continued  by  Mr.  Day  for  many  years  ; 
Emory  F.  Strong  had  a  select  school  and  military  institute  ;  and  Seth  B.  Jones 
one  of  the  same  kind  at  176  Park  avenue,  which  is  still  continued. 

Young  Ladies'  Seminaries  have  been  as  follows;  Mrs.  M.  M.  Mallapar, 
daughter  of  William  Eaton,  Esq.,  first  located  at  the  foot  of  Toilsome  Hill — Park 
avenue — about  1837,  removed  to  89  Couriland  street,  where  the  institution 
flourished  as  a  popular  boarding  school  a  number  of  years.  Mrs.  Mallapar  was 
the  organist  at  St.  John's  Church,  also,  many  years. 

Misses.Lydia  R.  and  Susan  C.  Ward  conducted  a  very  popular  select  school 
for  young  ladies  from  about  1835,  in  the  basement  of  the  South  Church,  and  later 
for  many  years  at  307  Lafayette  street,  to  about  1870.  In  the  later  period  they 
educated  many  of  the  daughters  of  their  earlier  pupils.  The  Misses  Hinsdale 
succeeded  the  Misses  Ward  for  a  few  years. 

Miss  Emily  Nelson  conducted  a  select  boarding  and  day  school  for  yo'ing 
ladies  at  23  Harrison  street,  known  then  and  since  as  Golden  Hill  Seminary,  and 
after  some  years  removed  to  her  present  elegant  location,  107  Golden  Hill  street, 
as  heretofore  noticed. 

Miss  Whiting  commenced  the  Hillside  Seminary  which  has  been  continued 
by  others  at  235  East  Washington  avenue. 


''  Received  too  late  for  insertion  in  the  proper  connection. 
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Hillside  Scminai'i/,  a  boarding  and  day  school  for  young  ladies  and 
children,  is  advantageously  located  on  Golden  Hill  in  Bridgeport.  In  1856  or  '57 
Miss  E.  B.  Whiting  opened,  on  Gilbert  street,  with  four  children  the  school  now 
known  as  Hillside  Seminary.  It  soon  became  too  large  for  its  accommodations. 
The  room  was  enlarged,  but  proving,  then,  insufficient.  Miss  Whiting,  in  1S67, 
secured  the  present  location  on  Washington  avenue,  known  as  the  "Old  Bost- 
wick  Place."  In  1S68  the  building  was  enlarged  and  improvements  made.  The 
school  was  prosperous,  when  in  iSyi,  Miss  Whiting  married  Mr.  T.  James  Rundel, 
and  Miss  Wolcott  look  her  place  for  three  years.  Then  Mrs.  Whiiing-Rundel 
renewed  her  connection  with  the  school,  remaining  as  its  principal  and  owner 
until  her  final  withdrawal  in  1S76.  During  these  years  the  school  was  particularly 
known  as  a  French  and  English  institution,  and  earned  for  itself  the  highest 
reputation. 

In  1S76,  Miss  A.J.  Stone,  Miss  Knowles — afterwards  Mrs.  F.  E.  Fitch — and 
Miss  Slade — afterwards  Mrs.  W.  R.  Hopson — succeeded  .Mrs.  Rundel,  continuing 
the  line  of  studies  much  the  same  as  it  had  been,  but  gradually  bringing  science 
and  classics  to  ihe  front.  In  iSSi,  Mrs.  Knowles-Fitch  removed  from  the  city, 
and  Miss  Stone  and  Mrs.  Slade-Hopson  continued  the  institution.  Extensive 
additions  and  alterations  were  then  made  in  the  building,  which  under  successive 
improvements  has  been  most  e.xcellently  arranged  for  school  purposes.  Under 
its  present  principals  the  school  has  maintained  its  previous  creditable  reputation 
and  high  standing,  and  laid  the  foundation  for  increased  estimation.  Its  grad- 
uating courses  have  been  made  more  and  more  systematic  and  thorough,  and  the 
Alumnse  of  Hillside  Seminary  have  maintained  creditable  standing  compared 
with  similar  institutions. 

IJie  First  School  in  the  Bridgeport  school  district  was  located  on  the 
north  side  of  State  street  at  what  is  now  No.  200.  The  building  was  built 
of  brick    in   octagonal    form,   and    the    teachers   were    changed   every  year. 

Among  them  were  Rev.  —  Bronson,  a  Baptist  clergyman,  who  served  the 

Stratfield  and  Stepney  churches  ;  and  James  Seeley  of  Easton,  father  of  Mr. 
William  K.  and  Fred.  O.  Seeley,  of  Bridgeport. 

About  the  year  1S26,  the  old  brick  building  was  removed  and  another,  three 
stories  high,  built  of  wood,  was  erected,  which  was  dignified  with  the  name  ot  the 
"High-School  house,"  but  which  was  really  "high"  only  in  the  eminence  ol 
the  structure.  The  public  school  occupied  the  first  and  second  stories  of  this 
building  while  the  upper  story  was  the  room  of  St.  John's  Lodge.  Up  to  1S40, 
the  town  and  other  meetings  u'ere  held  at  this  house.  Here  the  late  Eben  French 
of  North  avenue — Fresh  Pond— wielded  the  rod  a  number  of  years.  He  was  an 
excellent  penman  and  lelt  his  mark  as  a  teacher  of  that  art,  in  the  hand-writing 
of  many  of  the  citizens  of  this  town. 

In  1S27,  in  a  spasmodic  attempt  to  improve  the  schools.  Miss  Lydia  R. 
Ward,  a  native  of  Salem,  Mass.,  was  secured  as  a  teacher,  to  introduce  the  moni- 
torial or  Lancasterian  system.  But  little  success  attended  this  effort.  On  the 
erection  of  the  Second  Congregational  Church  in  1830,  Miss  Ward  with  her  sister 
Sarah  C.  Ward,  opened  a  select  school  for  Misses  and  young  ladies  and  achieved 
therein  great  success.  These  ladies  afterwards  purchased  a  fine  lot  on  Lafayette 
street  and  erected  on  it  their  ample  residence,  No.  309.  In  1846  they  erected  on 
the  same  lot  their  Gothic  school  building  and  occupied  it  until  1876,  when  their 
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personal  supervision  was  relinquished.  Few  teachers  have  made  a  longer,  more 
successful  or  honorable  record.  It  must  be  a  matter  of  great  satisfaction  lo 
look  over  the  long  and  distinguisiied  list  of  the  Alumni,  including  the  wives 
and  daughters  of  many  of  the  best  citizens  of  this  region  of  country.  It  has  been 
Miss  Ward's  rare  fortune  to  educate  the  daughters  of  many  of  her  former  pupils. 

Miss  Ward  excelled  in  penmanship  and  was  very  successful  in  im])arting  her 
own  style  and  quality  of  writing  to  her  pupils,  which  were  in  decided  contrast 
with  the  angular  scrawls  which  characterized  other  schools  then  and  since. 
These  qualities  she  still  retains  in  a  remarkable  degree,  even  at  the  advanced  age 
of  more  than  four  score  \'ears,  although  the  lines  give  unmistakable  evidence  of 
the  trembling  hand,  as  appears  in  the  following  fac-smiile  of  a  note  of  a  recent 
date,  here  inserted  by  permission,  and  which  will  introduce  Miss  Ward  in  another 
role  as  the  President  and  Patron  of  the  Bridgeport  Protestant  Orphan  Asylum: 
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The  Public  Library. — In  the  beginning  of  the  sketch  of  the  Bridgeport 
Public  Library  and  Reading  Room,  on  page  6SS,  some  erroneous  statements  are 
made  and  some  items  are  left  out,  which  are  here  corrected  and  supplied  from  the 
records  of  the  old  library  association.  After  many  fruitless  efforts  to  render  the 
library  self-supporting,  the  Directors  of  the  Library  Association  at  a  meeting  held 
May  27th,  i8Sr,  resolved:  "That  the  Library  be  closed  on  and  after  June  15th, 
iSSr,  until  further  notice."  Mrs.  Hills,  the  Librarian,  signified  Iter  willingness 
to  serve  as  librarian  without  charge  on  Thursdays  during  the  enforced  closure, 
which  offer  was  accepted.  No  further  action  was  taken  by  tliis  meeting,  as  Mr. 
D.  B.  Lockwood,  president  of  the  Library  brought  copies  of  the  law  passed  at 
the  last  session  of  the  State  Legislature  in  regard  to  public  libraries,  and  it  was 
thought  best  to  see  what  action  the  citizens  of  Bridgeport  would  take  towards 
availing  themselves  of  the  Act. 

On  the  2Sth  of  ALiy  an  article  by  Judge  D.  B.  Lockwood  appeared  in  the 
Bridgeport  "Standard,"  explaining  to  the  public  ihe  provisions  of  the  Con- 
necticut Public  Libraries  Act,  and  suggesting  that  the  city  should  found  a  public 
Library  provided  the  directors  of  the  Bridgeport  Library  Association  would 
transfer  their  properly  as  a  nucleus  lor  it.  A  letter  signed  H.  (Mrs.  Hills)  sug- 
gesting a  petition  to  the  Common  Council  was  published  in  the  "Standard"  of 
June  3d.  The  following  day  Rev.  Dr.  Powers  circulated  a  petition  among  the 
most  prominent  tax-payers,  and  on  June  5th  Mr.  W.  J.  Hills  had  1,000  petitions 
printed  from  Rev.  Dr.  Powers'  copy,  which,  with  the  aid  of  Mr.  Clarence  Sterling 
and  others  were  circulated  in  stores  and  factories. 

On  the  evening  of  June  6th,  Alderman  Charles  Sherwood  presented  petitions 
bearing  1,963  signatures  (this  was  afterwards  increased  to  over  3,000),  headed  by 
the  petition  circulated  by  Rev.  Dr.  Powers,  to  the  Common  Council.  Under 
the  rules  the  hearing  went  over  to  the  next  meeting,  Monday,  June  20th,  when 
Judge  D.  B.  Lockwood  explained  the  legal  aspects  of  the  case,  and  speeches  in 
favor  of  the  library  were  made  by  Alderman  Charles  Sherwood,  Councilinen  J.  J. 
Pheian,  Clarence  Sterling,  G.  W.  Warner  and  others.  Only  one  speech  opposing 
it  was  made.  The  establishment  of  a  Free  Library  was  passed  by  a  vote  of  20 
to  r — three  members  of  the  council  being  absent. 

After  many  efforts  to  get  a  quorum  of  the  Directors  of  the  Library  Associa- 
tion together,  and  many  legal  technicalities  of  the  law  unravelled  by  Judge  D.  B. 
Lockwood,  the  formal  transfer  of  the  property  of  the  old  library  to  the  Free 
Public  Library  took  place  August  rst,  iSSi. 

The  liridgei^ort  Hospital  was  incorporated  by  the  Legislature  in 
January,  1S7S,  and  is  probabl)-  as  complete  in  its  adaptation  and  appointments 
as  any  institution  of  the  kind  in  the  country.  The  marble  tablet  in  the  spacious 
corridor  of  the  main  building  has  inscribed  the  name  of  Mrs.  Susan  Hubbell  as 
the  first  donor  towards  founding  a  hospital.  Her  bequest  was  originally  about 
$13,500,  with  an  acre  of  ground  on  Mill  Hill  avenue.  The  fund  accumulated, 
and  by  donations  and  collections  from  churches,  societies,  and  other  sources,  the 
amount  was  increased  to  over  twenty  thousand  dollars.  Upon  an  appeal  to  the 
Legislature,  it  appropriaied  ifso.ooo  for  this  object,  when  the  corporation  had 
fco.ooo  subscribed  and  paid  in,  besides  the  site.  This  was  accomplished  through 
the  indefaiigable  efforts  of  Dr.  George  F.  Lewis  of  the  soliciting  committee, 
assisted  by  the  other  members,  Robert  J.  White,  William  B.  Hincks  and  D.  N. 
Morgan. 
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The  following  were  the  first  otficers  of  the  corporation  :  P.  T.  Barnum,  Presi- 
dent; E.  F.  Bishop,  Vice-President;  George  F.  Lewis,  Secretary  and  Treasurer; 
Jarratt  Morford,  Wm.  B.  Hincks  and  Robert  White,  Executive  Committee;  P.  T. 
Barnum,  Samuel  W.  Baldwin,  George  F.  Lewis,  F.  B.  Hall,  R.  W.  Bunnell,  E.  F. 
Bishop,  Robert  J.  While,  Amos  S.  Treat,  Willi.Tm  B.  Hincks,  Cliarles  B.  Hotch- 
kiss,  Jarratt  Morford,  Samuel  C.  Trubee,  Directors.  The  building  was  erected 
under  the  direction  of  the  executive  committee  at  the  time  consisting  of  Samuel 
W.  Baldwin,  Wm.  B.  Hincks  and  D.  N.  Morgan,  at  an  expense  of  over  §100,000. 
It  was  opened  to  the  public  November  11,  1SS4,  and  since  that  date  to  June  28, 
18S6,  2go  patients  have  been  received. 

The  present  officers  of  the  corporation  are  :  P.  T.  Barnum,  President  ;  Jarratt 
Morford,  Vice-President  ;  Dr.  W.  \\.  Bunnell,  Secretary  ;  S.  C.  Kingman,  Treas- 
urer ;  Samuel  W.  Baldwin,  Wm.  B.  Hincks  .md  D.  N.  Morgan,  Executive  Com- 
mittee ;  Wm.  H.  Rockwell,  Auditor;  P.  T.  Barnum,  R.  W.  Bunnell,  S.  W. 
Baldwin,  David  W.  Plumb,  D.  A.  Morg.m,  Joel  Farist,  Wm.  B.  Hincks,  Charles 
B.  Hotchkiss,  Jariatt  Morford  and  Samuel  C.  Trubee,  Amos  S.  Treat  (deceased). 
Directors.  The  physician  in  charge  is  George  F.  Lewis,  ALD.,  and  the  House 
physician  George  V.  Price,  ^LD.  Tlie  consulting  and  visiting  physicians 
and  surgeons,  also  the  specialists,  have  taken  the  deepest  interest  in  the  success 
of  the  institution  since  its  formal  opening.  This  hospital,  although  now  finely 
equipped,  will,  in  the  future,  need  additional  facilities,  but  it  is  believed  that  an 
institution  so  grand  and  humane  in  its  object,  cannot  fail  to  meet  with  generous 
remembrances  by  those  who  may  be  able  to  render  such  aid  as  it  shall  need. 

A.  JToung  j\Ieii's  Christio  11  Association  was  org.inized  in  Bridgeport 
in  186S,  with  a  constitution  and  by-laws.  In  1869-70  the  officers  were  ;  Dabney 
Carr,  President;  Henry  Sterling,  Emery  F.  Strong,  and  R.  P.  Chapman,  Vice- 
Presidents  ;  C.  P.  Porter,  Treasurer;  and  William  F.  Fosket,  Secretary.  This 
society  continued  its  work  with  much  effort  and  success,  held  regular  meetings, 
maintaining  a  free  reading-room  and  doing  much  work  by  committees,  in  the  idea 
of  evangelical  Christian  work,  until  1872,  when  the  efforts  were  discontinued. 

T7ie  Young  ^Fen's  Chrisfiati  Association  of  Bridgeport  now  in 
operation,  was  organized  June  4,  1SS3,  and  incorporated  in  February,  18S4.  Dur- 
ing the  summer  of  1S83  the  association  employed  Mr.  W.  E.  Collev,  then  general 
secretary  of  the  Salem,  Mass.,  association,  as  general  secretary,  and  he  entered 
upon  his  work  September  i,  1883.  The  next  November  the  association  took 
possession  of  their  present  rooms,  which  were  fitted  b)-  the  proprietor  with  special 
view  to  the  needs  of  the  association,  and  the  work  has  gone  forward  with  decided 
success  to  the  present  time,  so  much  so  that  they  are  in  need  of  much  more  ample 
quarters  for  the  accommodation  of  their  work. 

The  public  services  are  held  regularly  in  their  hall  at  four  o'clock  on  Sunday 
afternoon,  consisting  of  addresses  and  singing,  accompanied  by  an  effective  and 
pleasing  orchestra,  and  devotional  exercises.  Besides  this  service  and  other 
meetings  during  the  week,  they  have  an  educational  department,  consisting  of 
classes  in  vccal  music,  penmar;ship,  educational  studies,  and  the  reading-room, 
all  free  to  the  members  of  the  association.  They  have,  also,  the  social  department, 
physical  culture,  employment  and  boarding  house,  and  boy's  department,  each  of 
which  is  placed  in  charge  of  a  special  committee.  Under  this  generous  arrange- 
ment much  very  valuable  work  has  been  accomplished. 
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The  officers  of  the  association  are  :  President,  Doctor  I.  DeVer  Warner ;  Vice- 
Presidents,  Daniel  W.  Kissam,  Daniel  E.  Marsh,  Marshall  E.  Morris  ;  Treasurer, 
Francis  W.  Marsh  ;  Recording  Secretary,  Doctor  W.  H.  Donaldson  ;  General 
Secretary,  W.  E.  Colle)';  Auditor,  George  Munger. 

The  PJi  iloinathcini  Socu'ftj, — The  society  which  »vas  well  known  in 
Bridgeport  by  this  name  twenty  years  ago,  was  a  literary  association  of  unusual 
excellence,  dignity  and  tenacity  of  life.  It  was  the  successor  of  a  society  formed 
about  1854,  of  which  James  L.  Gould,  Lemuel  J.  Beardsley,  John  Coggswell, 
Curtis  Thompson,  Luther  R.  Riggs,  John  B.  Dunning,  and  others  were  members. 
The  Philomatliean  society  was  probably  organized  in  1855  and  continued  in  active 
operation  most  of  the  time  till  the  latter  part  of  1S66.  It  had  at  one  period  over 
seventj'  members  and  many  will  remember  its  public  debates  and  entertainments, 
notably  those  of  January  11  and  April  19,  1S5S.  The  following  annotated  list  of 
members  is  interesting  and  shows  concisely  the  make-up  of  the  society. 

Note. — Those  marked  f  died  in  the  service  of  their  country  in  the  war  of  tlie 
rebellion,    c.  became  clergyman.    /,  lawyers.   /,  physicians. 


George  W.  Banks. 
John  A.  J.  Barnes. 
John  Samuel  Beers. 
George  K.  Birdsey. 
Charles  K.  Bishop. 
Robert  C.  Booth,  c 
James  S.  Bunnell. 
Samuel  R,  Calthrop. 
Oscar  Chamberlain. 
H.  W.  Chaifield.  f 
Thomas  Connor. 
R.  R.  Crawford,  f 
Heman  Crosby. 
Frederick  L.  Curtis. 
Wright  Curtis. 
Charles  F.  Daniels. 
L.  W.  Eaton. 
Walter  Fletcher. 
William  H.  Foote. 
G.  Fredericks. 
John  S.  Gaffnev. 
L.  Gannon. 
Frederick  Giraud. 
James  L.  Gould.  / 
Henry  S.  Gregory. 
Andrew  Grogan. 
Henry  T.  Hanford. 
Chauncey  M.  Hatch. 
Alexander  Hawley. 
Marcus  C.  Hawlej-. 
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William  H.  Hawley.  f 
Edward  Y.  Flincks.  c 
Enoch  P.  Hincks. 
John  H.  Hincks.  c 
William  B.  Hincks. 
Charles  E.  Hubbell. 
William  L.  Hubbell. 
Peter  Hughes. 
O.  S,  Jennings. 
Charles  N.  Judson.  / 
Frederick  N.  Judson.  I 
Pixlee  Judson. 
Walter  Judson. 
Courtland  Kelsey. 
5.  Clayton  Kingman. 
Charles  F,  Lemon. 
Benjamin  B.  Lewis. 
George  F.  Lewis,  p 
Philip  E.  Lockwood. 
Roger  H.  Lyon.  / 
Brainard  W.  Maples. 
Edward  W.  Marsh. 
J.  H.  Osborn. 
John  Ogle,  Jr. 
Albert  M.  Palmer. 
J.  Wilbur  Parrott.  / 
Jewett  Peck. 
Nathan  F.  Peck. 
Thaddeus  E.  Peck. 


H.  P.  Pelton. 

Benjamin  P.  Pentield. 

Noel  B.  Sanborn. 

L.  A.  Sanchez. 

C.  E.  Sanford.  / 

William  E.  Seeley. 

Henry  M.  Sherman,  c 

Lucuis  Sherwood. 

E.  Silliman. 
:  Lewis  B.  Silliman. 

Frederick  W.  Simmons. 
I  John  B.  Snow. 
;  Henry  S.  Sterling. 
I  Sherwood  Sterling,  Jr. 
i  H.  Stevens. 
I  E.  A.  St.  John. 
I  E.  A.  Th.ayer. 
j  Curtis  Thompson.  / 
[  Frederick  H.  Thompson. 
I  C.  Edward  Toucey. 
i  Joshua  G.  Towne. 
j  Morris  Tuttle.  / 
j  Daniel  H.  Wardwell. 

Clarence  H.  Waugh. 

Charles  B.  Wheeler. 

.Alva  E.  Wilcox,  f 

Henry  T.  Wiiislow. 

Augustus  N.  Wood. 

N.  Eugene  Word  in.  f> 


Gilead  S.  Peet.  / 

The  society  gave  to  the  Bridgeport  library  association  at  different  times  $150. 
It  was  succeeded  by  the  Pliilologean  Society,  composed  of  younger  members, 
which  existed  but  a  short  time. 
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Delightful  reunions  were  held  in  the  summers  of  1S75  and  1S76;  several 
numbers  of  an  interesting  and  able  manuscript  paper  called  the  "  Philomathean 
Review,"  were  at  different  times  prepared  and  read.  These,  with  the  records  of 
the  society,  were  carefully  preserved  by  William  B.  Hincks,  Esq.  A  large  num- 
ber of  the  former  members  of  this  society  are  among  our  foremost  citizens,  and  it 
is  not  too  much  to  say  that  they  owe  much  of  their  success  to  the  practical  train- 
ing vvhich  they  received  at  its  meetings. 

The  Cemetevies  of  Bridgeport  are  six  in  number ;  two  having  been 
removed  to  the  later  ones. 

3Ioiiiit(ihi  Grove  Cemetery  contains  about  So  acres  and  is  located  in 
the  northwestern  part  of  the  city,  and  is  bounded  on  the  west  by  the  beautiful, 
meandering  stream  called  Ash  Creek,  but  in  early  times  Uncoway  River.  The 
Association,  for  its  construction  and  care,  was  organized  in  1849,  and  opened 
with  appropriate  ceremonies  on  June  7,  1S50.  In  1S52,  Miss  Hayes — a  celebrated 
singer — while  the  guest  of  Mr.  P.  T.  Barnum,  preparatory  to  a  professional  tour 
in  California,  was  induced  to  give  a  concert  for  the  benefit  of  this  cemetery,  and 
the  proceeds  were  devoted  to  the  erection  of  the  beautiful  stone  tower  and 
gateway  at  the  entrance  of  these  grounds. 

In  1878,  a  fair  held  by  the  citizens  of  Bridgeport,  at  St.  John's  Hall,  realized 
eleven  thousand  dollars  profits,  which  were  e.\pended  in  grading  and  beautifying 
the  grounds  of  this  cemetery. 

The  grave  stones  with  a  large  proportion  of  the  remains  of  the  old  Division 
street  or  Park  avenue  burying  ground  were  removed  to  this  cemetery  in  1S73. 

Femhroke  Cemetery  is  situated  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  city, 
north  of  Old  Mill  Green,  and  bordering  on  Stillman's  Pond.  It  was  chartered  in 
October,  1811,  and  originally  contained  but  one  acre  of  ground,  to  which  77  rods 
were  added  in  1S44.  From  1S62  to  1S72,  the  old  ground  being  full,  it  became 
overgrown  with  brush,  and  burials  in  it  ceased.  In  1872,  the  charter  of  the 
association  was  amended,  permission  being  given  to  purchase  one  hundred  acres 
of  land,  to  sell  the  old  ground,  and  to  remove  the  dead  to  the  new  inclosure. 
Sixteen  acres  were  accordingly  purchased  at  the  above  described  place,  and  fitted 
in  good  style,  and  the  place  is  fast  being  filled  with  monumental  stones. 

Fark  Cemetei'ij  is  located  in  the  northern  portion  of  the  ciiy  territory, 
and  was  organized  in  1878.  It  contains  about  44  teres,  and  many  interments 
have  already  been  made  in  it. 

T7ie  Sfraffield  Cemetery  is  located  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the 
city,  and  is  described  on  page  77  of  (his  book. 

Tivo  Catholic  Cemeteries  are  located  within  the  city  limits  ;  one 
between  Arctic  and  Shelton  streets  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  city,  fronting  on 
Pembroke  Lake,  and  the  other  on  Grove  street — formerly  Cook's  lane — in  the 
western  part  of  the  city.  In  18S5,  another  Catholic  cemetery  was  secured  and 
the  grading  of  the  grounds  commenced,  in  West  Stratford.  It  is  extensive  and 
very  fine  in  location,  and  sandy  soil. 

The  Sea-side  Club  was  organized  at  a  meeting  held  at  the  Sterling  House 
on  April  30th,  1884.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  original  call  for  this  meeting, 
issued  in  circular  form  : 
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"  Bkidgeimirt.  Conn.,  April  26,  1SS4. 
"Dear  Sir: — There  lias  been  for  a  long  time  an  expressed  desire  among  many 
gentlemen  in  this  city  owning  and  interested  in  'Road  Driving  Horses,'  that  an 
association  be  organized  and  have  for  its  purpose  of  meeting  a  suitable  room  or 
rooms,  where  pleasant  'Horse  Sense'  may  be  indulged  in  and  anything  per- 
taining thereto  discussed.  To  this  end  the  following  named  gentlemen  have 
been  invited  to  meet  at  the  Sterling  House  parlor,  on  Wednesday,  April  30,  1SS4. 
at  8  o'clock,  P.  M.,  to  have  an  expression  of  opinion.  As  your  name  appears  in 
the  list,  it  is  hoped  that  you  have  an  interest  sufficient  to  be  present  and  help 
organize,  as  a  charier  member,  what  is  thought  will  be  a  pleasant  and  most  desir- 
able association.  Nathaniel  Wheeler,  Wm.  H.  Perry,  E.  G.  Burnliam,  Clapp 
Spooner,  D.  M.  Read,  Francis  Ives,  Thos.  DeForest,  Joel  Farisi,  Chas.  F.  Wood, 
E.  R.  Ives,  Dr.  1.  DeVer  Warner,  Col.  T.  L.  Watson.  E.  C.  Bessick,  David  Trubee, 
D.  E.  Marsh,  Eleazer  Parmly,  J.  C.  Tallman,  C.  G.  Lyon,  Frank  Miller,  Edward 
Downs,  Saml.  T.  Banks,  Wm.  T.  Hubbell,  Edwin  Banks,  Zaimon  Goodsell,  Chas. 
R.  Willett,  Frank  H.  Whiiing,  W.  Minor  Smith,  Erwin  Strickland,  Chas.  A.  Ives, 
Geo.  Bushnell.  Henry  Setzer.  Jr.,  B.  F.  Lasher,  S.  T.  Cate,  O.  C.  Smith,  S.  M. 
Cate,  Jr.,  Henry  B.  Drew,  L.  W.  Besse,  Tracey  B.Warren,  Geo.  E.  Botsford, 
Chas.  Wilson,  Ale.x.  Levert}',  Chas.  F.  Williams,  and  F.  J.  Naramore.  Making  a 
total  of  forty-three  names."  In  response  to  this  call  twenty-eight  gentlemen  were 
in  attendance  at  this  meeting  and  completed  the  organization  with  E.  R.  Ives  as 
President,  Chas.  F.  Williams,  Treasurer,  and  F.  ].  Naramore,  Secretary.  At  a  sub- 
sequent meeting  Mr.  Ives  resigned  and  Mr.  Nathaniel  Wheeler  was  elected  in  his 
place,  and  Mr.  E.G,  Burnham  ist  Vice-President,  Francis  Ives,  2d  Vice-President. 
The  following  named  gentlemen  were  chosen  as  the  Executive  Committee;  E.  G. 
Burnham,  Francis  Ives,  D.  M.  Read,  Erwin  Strickland.  B.  F.  Lasher,  W.  R. 
Briggs,  E.  R,  Ives,  and  the  President,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  as  members 
ex-Ojfficio.  The  present  rooms  in  the  Bishop  building  were  selected  and  some 
$8,000  expended  in  filling  up  and  furnishing.  This  money  was  realized  from  the 
membership  fees  and  yearly  dues  without  any  assessment,  and  was  entirely  paid 
for  the  first  year.  Every  gentleman  in  the  original  call  became  a  member,  and 
after  several  meetings  had  been  held,  there  were  so  many  who  expressed  a  desire 
to  become  members,  and  yet  were  not  owners  of  horses  nor  particularly  interested 
in  them,  it  was  voted  to  drop  the  word  "Driving"  and  make  the  club  name 
"The  Sea-side  Club,"  and  under  this  cognomen  make  it  a  social  or  business 
men's  club.  From  this  time  the  membership  constantly  increased,  and  at  the 
present  time  the  membership  roll  is  two  hundred  and  eighty.  Nothing  can  speak 
louder  in  terms  of  praise  for  the  character  and  stability  of  this  club  than  the  fact 
that  in  many  cases  fathers  have  proposed  their  sons  for  membership  into  this  club 
to  become  acquainted  and  associated  with  sound  conservative  business  men,  men 
who  represent  the  large  manufacturing  and  mercantile  interests  of  our  city.  On 
many  occasions  the  club  have  extended  to  out-of-town  bodies  the  use  of  their 
rooms  for  meetings,  which  has  been  tiighly  appreciated,  and  these  handsome 
rooms  have  reflected  great  credit  not  only  upon  the  club,  but  upon  our  city  and 
its  citizens.  The  constitution  and  by-laws  of  this  club  are  very  conservative  and 
quite  different  from  those  generally  governing  organizations  of  this  kind. 

TJie  liridgeport  Hoard  of  Trade  was  organized  at  a  meeting  of 
citizens  in  the  Mayor's  office,  January  15,  1875,  and  the  following  officers  elected  : 
Hon.  Robert  T.  Clarke,  President  ;  Nathaniel  Wheeler,  P.  T.  Barnum,  Jarratt 
Morford,  E.  V.  Hawes  and  J.  D.  Aivord,  Vice-Presidents  ;  T.  R.  Crutienden, 
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Secretary;  Thomas  L.Watson,  Treasurer.  The  following  Directors  were  also 
elected  :  Robert  T.  Clarke,  N.  Wheeler,  J.  Morford,  E.  V.  Hawes,  B.  Soules,  M. 
W.  Seymour.  D.  W.  Sherwood,  C.  B.  Hotchkiss,  Handford  Lyon,  P.  T.  Barnum, 
J.  D.  Alvord,  James  Staples,  George  ^L^llory,  D.  ^L  Read,  Wm.  H.  Noble, 
Frederick  Hurd,  S.  C.  Kingman,  E.  S.  Burnhani,  Charles  Hough,  E.  G.  Westcott, 
S.  W.  Baldwin.  R.  Kost,  Z.  Goodsell,  G.  W.  B,\con.  W.  H.  Wessels,  S.  C.  Nicker- 
son,  E.  Parnily,  N.  Buckingham,  A.  C.  E]obbs,  E.  L.  Gaylord,  R.  B.  Lacey,  N.  G. 
Miller. 

The  scope  and  objects  of  the  Board  are  set  forth  in  the  following  extract  from 
the  original  articles  : 

"  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Directors  to  encourage  and  stimulate  in 
every  suitable  way  the  business  interests  of  the  city.  They  may  appoint  com- 
mittees from  the  members  of  the  association  to  examine  all  plans  and  suggestions 
that  may  seem  important  to  the  general  interests  of  our  city,  to  investigate 
mechanical  inventions,  and  manufacturing  and  other  enterprises,  and  report  to 
the  association  the  value  of  the  same  and  what  steps,  if  any,  may  be  necessary  to 
procure  their  development  and  location  in  our  midst.  Also  to  receive  applica- 
tions in  behalf  of  meritorious  inventions  and  enterprises  and  bring  them  to  the 
attention  of  capital  seeking  investment." 

At  the  end  of  the  first  year  the  secretar\'  reported  144  names  on  the  roll  of 
membership.  The  Board  was  incorporated  by  act  of  the  Legislature  at  its  ^L-ly 
session  in  1S76,  which  was  accepted  ;  a  new  code  of  by-laws  adopted  and  the  old 
organization  merged  into  the  new  one.  On  due  application  the  Board  became 
associated  with  the  National  Board  of  Trade,  in  which  it  holds  an  honorable 
position.  The  first  annual  banquet  of  the  Board  was  held  at  the  Sterling  House 
February  3,  1S76,  and  these  annual  gatherings  have  been  a  marked  feature  of  this 
successful  organization  ever  since. 

David  ^L  Read,  Esq.,  is  serving  his  eleventh  year  as  President  and  R.  B. 
Lacey  his  tenth  as  Secretary.  A  large  share  of  the  real  labor  of  the  association 
devolves  upon  the  officers  and  Mr.  James  Staples  of  the  executive  committee,  and 
while  a  hearty  cooperation  is  rendered  by  others,  a  large  measure  of  the  etliciency 
attributed  to  the  Board  is  due  to  their  efforts.  In  prosecuting  its  work  a  map  of 
the  city,  with  accompanying  descriptions  was  published,  but  is  now  out  of  print. 
A  reduced  fac-simile  has  been  secured  for  this  book,  and  is  herewith  inserted. 

J*.  T.  JiarnunCs  Gt'eatesf  Show  on  Eai-tlt^  has  a 
home  in  Bridgeport,  where  it  quietly  rests  about  five  months 
in  each  year.  It  is  a  collection  resulting  frtjm  the  skill  and 
experience  ot  many  years  in  this  line  of  business,  by  Messrs. 
P.  T.  Barnum,  J.  A.  Bailey,  J.  L.  Hutchinson  and  others, 
as  an  instructive  exhibition  of  trained  animals  and  human 
beings.  In  the  exhibitions  made  under  one  or  other  of  these 
gentlemen  during  the  last  forty  years  there  have  been 
various  specialties  presented  to  the  admiration  and  wonder 

'The  author  is  indebted  to  the  Courier  Printing  Company,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
for  the  use  of  the  full  page  illustrations,  accompan\  ing  this  article,  which  they  use 
as  publishers  of  "  P.  T.  Barnum's  Life,  written  by  Himself." 
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of  the  people,  but  during  the  last  sixteen  years  the  special- 
ties have  culminated  in  one  monster  or  mammoth  show 
which  defies  delineation,  and  is  only  approximately  repre- 
sented by  the  unequaled  posters  seen  in  large  cities  a  month 
in  advance  of  the  progress  of  the  exhibition  itself.  The 
buildings  which  provide  "  Winter  Quarters"  for  the  animals 
and  carriages  during  the  winter  months,  cover  several  acres 
of  ground,  and,  instead  of  being  unsightly  and  unwelcome, 
are  so  constructed  and  kept  as  to  be  rather  picturesque 
and  agreeable,  and  are  welcomed  by  the  people  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Barnum  and  his  great  show  with  their  world-wide 
reputation,  having  been  portrayed  by  a  million  or  more 
copies  of  his  book,  "  Struggles  and  Triumphs,"  as  well  as 
having  been  seen  by  tens  of  millions  of  people,  need  no 
eulogy  nor  publication  in  this  book,  but  it  is  equally  evident 
that  any  work  purporting  to  be  a  history  of  Bridgeport, 
without  a  careful  review  of  his  life  career,  would  be  a  mis- 
nomer, and  unworthy  to  be  read  under  such  a  title.  As 
with  all  the  actors  on  the  present  stage  of  life,  so  with  Mr. 
Barnum,  he  will  soon  be  known  only  to  history,  and  any 
work  of  this  character  on  Bridgeport  that  did  not  approx- 
imately represent  the  relations  to  it  of  the  most  celebrated 
man  who  ever  lived  in  it — if  not  in  America — would  be  a 
dishonor  to  its  author  and  the  citizens  of  the  celebrated 
Park  City.  The  difficulty  of  the  task  of  making  such  a 
representation  within  the  limited  space  possible,  is  appre- 
ciated by  the  present  authoi,  not  for  the  want  of  any  moral 
qualities  in  the  subject — those  being  high  ab(^ve  any  ques- 
tion whatever  —  but  because  of  the  varied,  unusual  and 
almost  marvelous  relations  of  the  subject  to  this  city,  as 
well  as  to  the  whole  world  for  more  than  half  a  century  ; 
relations  made  and  effected  by  the  most  intensely  active, 
energetic  and  successful  life,  clouded  by  such  mammoth 
financial  misfortunes  under  the  highest  moral  rectitude 
as  defy  description,  and  would  have  crushed,  seemingly, 
anybody  but  P.  T.  Barnum.  His  book — the  autobiography 
— is  well  named,  giving  as  it  does  the  actual  facts,  "  Strug- 
gles and  Triumphs,"  but  fortunately  for  him  and  the  world 
it  can  be  emphatically  said,  in  the  words  of  the  often  repeated 
announcement  of  a  popular  vote — tlic  TriumpJis  "■have  it." 
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Hon.  JP.  T.  liai'tmui  was  born  in  Bethel,  Conn.,  July 
5,  1810,  and  named  Phineas  Taylor  Barnum  by  his  mother's 
father,  Phineas  Taylor.  Having  passed  his  boyhood  and 
youth,  his  start  as  a  showman  began  in  1S35  by  the  purchase 
and  exhibition  of  Joyce  Heth,  a  colored  woman  said  to  have 
been  the  nurse  of  Gen.  George  Washington  and  161  years  of 
age.  His  next  venture  was  the  exhibition  of  "  Signer  Anto- 
nio" and  "a  Mr.  Roberts."  In  1836,  he  connected  himself 
with  Aaron  Turner's  traveling  circus,  going  south,  and  the 
year  following  he  organized  a  new  company  and  went  west, 
reaching  the  Missouri  river  where  he  purchased  a  steamer 
and  sailed  down  the  river  to  New  Orleans.  There  he  sold 
his  steamer  for  sugar  and  molasses  and  arrived  at  New  York 
June  4th,  1S3S.  The  year  1840,  he  spent  in  the  mercantile 
business,  selling  shoe  blacking,  and  on  a  minstrel  tour 
through  the  west,  returning  again  to  New  York  in  the 
Spring  of  184.1.  That  year  he  bought  the  American  Museum, 
and  commenced  a  series  of  improvements  by  way  of  attrac- 
tive exhibitions.  One  of  these  was  the  model  of  Niagara 
Falls,  illustrated  with  real  water ;  another  was  the  cele- 
brated mermaid,  which  in  a  short  time  became  the  topic  for 
talk  and  joke,  all  over  the  United  States  ;  another  was  free 
music  by  a  band  at  his  museum,  and  the  powerful  Drum- 
mond  Lights,  which  lighted  Broadway  as  it  had  never  been 
before.  He  introduced  the  Lecture  Room,  a  reform  of  the 
stage  or  theater.  Then  were  added  paintings  all  over  the 
museum  and  a  zoological  garden  outside  of  the  building. 
When  crowds  of  people  gathered  on  holidays,  the  cry  of 
humbug  was  started,  but  this  only  made  the  people  talk  and 
go  the  more  to  the  museum.  Following  these,  came  the 
baby  shows,  with  premiums  for  the  prettiest  baby,  or  the 
fattest,  or  the  most  beautiful  twins  or  triplets;  and  a  free 
buffalo  hunt  in  the  Jerseys'  a  good  joke  for  advertising.  In 
1843,  came  the  Woolly  Horse,  a  truly  curious  appearing 
animal  but  reallv  a  horse,  followed  by  the  Indians  from  the 
west,  and  then  the  purchase  ot  Peale's  Museum,  a  pretended 
rival  institution,  having  a  valuable  collection  of  articles. 

The  museum   now    became  almost  a   mania  with  Mr. 
Barnum.    He  was  constantly  searching  for  and  obtaining 
48 
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something  new,  amusing  or  wonderful,  and  all  the  exhibi- 
tions he  made  were  instructive  to  the  people — moral  and 
elevating.  His  methods  of  bringing  his  institution  constantly 
before  the  minds  of  the  people  and  the  success  thereby 
secured,  first  impressed  the  x\merican  mind  with  the  advan- 
tages of  advertising.  His  odd  or  striking,  yet  appropriate 
names,  startled  the  people  and  kept  them  talking  about  his 
"Mermaid,"  "  VVooll}^  Horse,"  "Sea  Lion,"  "Tom  Thumb," 
and  "What  is  it?"  All  over  the  country,  the  boys  who 
never  saw  Barnum  nor  a  ticket  to  his  museum  or  show, 
learned  these  names,  and  laughed  and  joked  about  them,  and 
then  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  went  to  the  show. 

General  Tom  ThiDtih  was  secured  for  exhibition  by 
Mr.  Barnum  in  1842.  His  first  name  was  Charles  S.  Stratton, 
son  of  Sherwood  E.  Stratton  of  Bridgeport.  He  was  very 
small,  not  two  feet  in  height,  weighed  less  than  sixteen 
pounds,  perfectly  formed,  bright-eved,  light  haired,  with 
ruddy  cheeks,  possessing  the  best  of  health,  but  exceedingly 
bashful.  An  engagement  was  made  with  his  parents,  and  the 
child  with  the  mother  arrived  at  Mr.  Barnum's  Museum  on 
Thanksgiving  day,  December  8,  1842,  and  he  was  announced 
on  the  museum  bills  as  "  General  Tom  Thumb."  This  name, 
like  those  of  all  the  other  specialties  of  Mr.  Barnum,  was  the 
most  fitting  and  captivating  of  any  that  could  have  been 
chosen.  "  What  is  in  a  name?"  A  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
sometimes.  Great  success  attended  the  exhibition  of  Tom 
Thumb  for  nearly  two  years,  and  then  on  January  18,  1844, 
Mr.  Barnum  sailed  with  him  and  his  parents  for  Liverpool, 
where,  on  arrival,  the  exhibitions  were  renewed.  They  went 
to  London  and  soon  to  the  presence  of  the  Queen  at  Buck- 
ingham F'alace,  and  afterwards  two  other  visits  were  made  to 
the  same  place  by  her  royal  commands.  From  London  the 
party  went  to  Paris  where  the  General  received  great  atten- 
tion and  won  golden  crowns,  in  great  numbers.  He  was 
invited  to  the  presence  of  the  King  and  Queen  and  the  royal 
family,  and  his  visits  to  King  Louis  Philippe,  of  France,  were 
repeated  twice  bv  invitation.  For  the  first  day's  exhibition 
to  the  general  public  in  Paris,  Mr.  Barnum  received  5,500 
francs.     The   accompanying  cut  represents  General  Tom 
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Thumb  in  his  carriage,  occupying,  by  royal  permission,  a 
place  in  the  avenue,  reserved  only  for  the  Court  and  diplo- 
matic corps,  on  a  great  day  of  parade.  The  General's  stay 
in  Paris  was  a  triumph  rather  than  a  success.  From  that 
place  the  party  traveled  through  France  and  Belgium  and 
back  to  England,  where  the  profitable  exhibition  continued 
until  the  return  to  New  York  in  February,  1847. 

The  General's  father,  on  returning  from  England  with  a 
handsome  fortune,  placed  a  portion  of  it  at  interest  for  the 
General,  and  more  for  himself,  and  with  thirty  thousand  dol- 
lars built  a  substantial  dwelling  on  the  corner  of  North 
avenue  and  Main  street,  at  Bridgeport,  where  he  resided 
until  his  decease. 

After  returning  to  America,  Mr.  Barnum  made  a  tour 
with  his  little  General  through  the  United  States  and  Cuba. 
It  was  during  this  tour  in  1847-S  that  he  had  his  beautiful 
dwelling  built  at  Bridgeport,  which  he  called  "  Iranistan  " — 
the  word  signifying  "  Oriental  Villa  ;" — and  on  November 
14,  1848,  nearly  one  thousand  invited  guests  were  present  at 
an  old-fashioned  "  housewarining."  It  stood  a  little  back 
from  the  northwest  corner  of  the  present  Fairfield  and  Iran- 
istan avenues,  and  some  years  after  it  accidentally  took  fire 
and  was  consumed.  This  beautiful  and  very  remarkable 
structure,  built  in  Oriental  style,  was  the  first  great  boom  for 
the  celebrity  of  Bridgeport.  The  picture  of  it  went  over  the 
country  in  the  illustrated  newspapers,  as  "a  thing  of  beauty," 
a  marvel  of  wonder,  and  an  honor  to  all  America.  Mr. 
Barnum  says  in  his  book  that  he  did  not  care  to  know  "  how 
much  it  did  cost  to  build  it,"  but  as  a  fact  it  finally  cost  him 
nothing,  since  by  it  his  museum  receipts  were  probably 
enough  more  than  to  pay  the  cost.  This  picture  was  cut 
out  of  the  newspapers,  framed  and  hung  in  the  houses,  put 
in  scrap  books,  and  in  many  ways  preserved  and  admired  by 
the  people  all  over  the  country. 

The  Jenny  Lind  enterprise  was  the  next  great  undertak- 
ing of  Mr.  Barnum.    It  was  conceived  by  him  in  October, 

1849,  the  engagement  made  with  the  great  singei:  January  9, 

1850,  by  which  $187,500  were  to  be  deposited  by  xMr.  Barnum 
in  advance  of  all  proceedings,  and  which  was  done,  Miss 
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Lind  arrived  in  New  York  September  i,  1S50,  and  the  first 
concert  occurred  September  11  following-,  the  proceeds  of 
which  amounted  to  $17,864.05."  Ninety-three  concerts  were 
given  under  Mr.  Barnum's  contract,  terminating  in  May,  185  i, 
the  receipts  for  which  amounted  to  $712,161.34.  It  was  the 
greatest  project  of  the  kind  ever  introduced  into  America, 
unto  that  day,  and  probably  to  the  present,  unless  it  be 
"  Barnum's  Greatest  Show  on  Earth  ;"  and  was  successfully, 
even  grandly  carried  through.  Such  was  the  immense  cele- 
brity of  the  enterprise  and  the  singer  that  it  was  Jennv  Lind 
everything ; — the  clothes  worn,  the  tood  eaten,  the  songs 
sang,  the  carriages  the  people  rode  in — everything  of  any 
particular  consequence  ofiered  for  sale,  or  elegant  at  home, 
had  the  name  Jenny  Lind;  the  only  secondary  thing  in 
America,  was  P.  T.  Barnum. 

During  this  time  the  American  Museum  was  running 
finely,  with  Tom  Thumb  in  attendance,  and  many  other 
entertainments  added  every  year. 

After  fitting  out  his  "Great  Asiatic  Caravan,  Museum 
and  Menagerie,"  at  an  expense  of  over  $100,000,  and  exhibit- 
ing it  four  years,  Mr.  Barnum  sold  the  same,  excepting  one 
elephant,  which  he  brought  to  Bridgeport  and  used  for 
ploughing  on  his  farm  land  at  this  place.  This  ploughing 
was  done  precisely  on  the  old  Indian  field,  where  the  Indians 
had  for  scores  of  years  planted  their  corn  before  a  white 
man's  face  had  been  seen  by  them  ;  along  close  to  the  side  of 
the  railroad.  The  elephant,  as  well  as  his  keeper,  in  Turkish 
dress,  were  regularly  at  work  with  the  plough  while  the  rail- 
road trains  were  passing,  at  other  times  they  had  occasion  to 
rest  or  tie-up  at  the  barn.  Soon  this  great  agricultural  enter- 
prise appeared  in  the  papers  and  went  the  entire  rounds  ot 
the  press  in  this  country  and  very  much  in  Europe.  Hund- 
reds of  people  came  many  miles  to  witness  the  spectacle,  and 
hundreds  of  letters  came,  with  the  questions  :  "  Is  the  ele- 
phant a  profitable  agricultural  animal  ?  How  much  can  he 
plough  in  a  day?    How  much  can  he  draw?    How  much 

*  The  accompanying  illustrations — the  portrait  of  Jennv  Lind  and  her  appear- 
ance at  Castle  Garden — are  secured  from  A.  Nichols  &  Co.,  of  Springfield,  Mass., 
the  publishers  ol  (he  work  entitled  "Our  First  Century." 
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does  he  eat?  What  is  the  price  of  an  elephant?  Where  can 
elephants  be  purchased?"  For  a  long  time,  but  tew  persons 
suspected  that  the  ploughing  was  all  done  for  the  American 
Museum  on  Broadway  in  New  York. 

But  the  illustrated  papers  were  full  of  the  pictures  of 
Barnum's  elephant  ploughing  at  Bridgeport,  and  thousands 
of  people  became  familiar  with  that  representation  of  this 
city. 

In  1851,  Mr.  Barnum  purchased  of  Mr.  William  H.  Noble 
of  Bridgeport,  the  undivided  half  of  his  late  father's  estate, 
consisting  of  fifty  acres  of  land  lying  on  the  east  side  of  the 
river,  opposite  the  city  of  Bridgeport.  They  intended  this 
as  the  nucleus  of  a  new  cit}^  which  they  concluded  could 
soon  be  built,  in  consequence  of  the  many  natural  advantages 
it  possessed.  In  view  of  securing  this  end  a  clock  company 
in  which  Mr.  Barnum  was  a  stockholder  was  prevailed  upon 
to  transfer  its  establisliment  from  the  town  of  Litchfield  to 
this  new  city.  In  addition  to  this  it  was  proposed  to  transfer 
the  entire  business  of  the  Jerome  Clock  Company,  of  New 
Haven,  to  East  Bridgeport,  and  for  this  purpose  Mr.  Barnum 
lent  that  company  money  and  notes  to  the  amount  of  $110,- 
000,  with  the  positive  assurance  that  this  would  be  the 
fartherest  extent  of  the  company's  call  on  him,  but  by  pecu- 
liar management  by  the  company  they  soon  had  Mr.  Barnum 
involved  to  the  amount  of  over  half  a  million  dollars.  Then 
they  failed,  and  after  absorbing  all  of  Mr.  Barnum's  fortune 
they  paid  but  from  twelve  to  fifteen  per  cent,  of  the  company's 
obligations,  while,  in  the  end,  they  never  removed  to  East 
Bridgeport,  although  this  was  the  sole  reason  why  Mr. 
Barnum  was  prompted  to  lend  a  dollar  to  their  rotten  con- 
cern. Mr.  Barnum's  extrication  of  himself  from  this  gulf  of 
obligation  by  paying  such  a  per  centage  on  the  whole  as 
could  be  met  by  the  sale  of  all  his  property  at  the  time  was 
a  financial  feat  of  the  highest  genius,  energy  and  honor. 

Early  in  1857,  Mr.  Barnum  again  went  to  Europe,  taking 
with  him  General  Tom  Thumb,  and  also  little  Cordelia 
Howard  and  her  parents,  and  traveled  through  England, 
Germany  and  Holland,  experiencing  with  his  little  folks  a 
most  cordial  and  enthusiastical  greeting  all  the  way.  Dur- 
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ing  which  time  he  amused  himself  (!)  by  remitting  money  as 
fast  as  secured,  to  pay  the  claims  of  the  creditors  of  the 
abominable  old  clock  company. 

Not  long  after  his  return  to  New  York,  another  great 
calamity  befell  him,  as  also  Bridgeport  and  America,  in  the 
burning  of  the  marvelously  beautiful  Iranistan,  in  December, 
1857,  the  only  building  in  this  peculiar  style  of  architecture  ot 
any  pretensions  in  America.  Many  persons,  every  year, 
some  from  a  great  distance,  visited  Bridgeport  to  see  this 
celebrated  building  and  home  of  the  great  showman.  Some 
workmen  had  been  repairing  it  tor  some  weeks,  and  it  was 
supposed  to  have  taken  fire  from  a  lighted  pipe  iett  in  the 
dome  of  the  building. 

Early  in  1858,  Mr.  Barnum  returned  to  England,  taking 
Tom  Thumb,  and  with  some  help  to  manage  the  exhibition 
through  Scotland  and  Wales,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  he  devoted 
himself  to  the  "  lecture  field,"  taking  for  his  theme  "  The  Art 
of  Making  money,"  and  by  it  he  made  money,  hand  over 
hand,  and  sent  it  home  to  apply  on  the  clock  enterprise.  In 
1859  he  returned  to  the  United  States,  and  pushing  on  his 
museum  found  himself  in  1S60  within  $20,000  of  extinguish- 
ing the  last  claim  from  the  old  clock  business.  This  he  pro- 
vided for  and  resumed  the  full  control  of  his  old  museum. 

In  1S60  he  built  a  new  house  in  Bridgeport  on  Fairfield 
avenue  about  one  hundred  rods  west  of  the  site  of  Iranistan 
which  was  named  Lindencroft,  in  honor  of  Jenny  Lind,  and 
gave  his  attention  anew  to  the  building  of  his  pet  city,  East 
Bridgeport.  This  had  already  made  great  progress.  In 
1856,  the  Wheeler  and  Wilson  Sewing  Machine  Company 
had  purchased  the  old  clock  shop,  greatly  enlarged  it,  and 
were  employing  something  like  a  thousand  hands.  Churches, 
dwellings,  and  other  manufactories,  including  that  of  the  Howe 
Sewing  Machine  Company,  had  been  built  and  the  place  had 
become  quite  a  city.  It  now  constitutes  a  large  proportion 
of  the  city  ot  Bridgeport,  and  is  rapidly  growing  by  the  erec- 
tion of  elegant  d  wellings,  large  churches,  and  immense  manu- 
factories. 

From  i86o,  to  the  present  time,  Mr.  Barnum,  although  en- 
gaged with  the  New  York  Museum  for  years,  and  since  that. 
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with  his  great  show,  has  not  ceased  to  give  much  attention  and 
energetic  effort  to  the  building,  prosperity  and  success  of  the 
city  of  Bridgeport,  and  like  others  has  made  money  by  the 
growth  of  the  city  in  the  increase  of  the  value  of  property. 
This  growth  has  not  been  an  accident  resulting  particularly 
from  natural  causes,  but  because  Mr.  Barnum  and  many  other 
citizens,  particularly  such  men  as  Nathaniel  Wheeler,  William 
H.  Noble,  Elias  Howe,  Jr.,  and  many  others  determined,  at 
the  expense  of  great  effort  and  much  money,  to  Jiiakc  it  groiv ; 
and  more  recently  this  effort  has  been  combined  under  the 
control  of  the  Bridgeport  Board  of  Trade  with  very  great 
success.  The  increase  ot  manufacturing  enterprises  in  the 
city  since  the  organization  of  this  Board  has  been  surprising 
to  all  the  people. 

In  1861,  Mr.  Barnum  introduced  into  his  museum  Com- 
modore Nutt,  a  dwarf,  of  most  perfect  form  and  bright  intel- 
lect;  and  in  consequence  of  whom  there  was  another  great 
run  of  visitors  at  the  museum. 

Then  in  1862,  he  secured  another  dwarf  in  the  person  of 
a  most  perfectly  formed,  well  educated  young  lady.  Miss 
Lavinia  Warren.  This  young  lady  and  the  then  celebrated 
citizen  of  Bridgeport,  General  Tom  Thumb,  became  inter- 
ested in  each  other — a  genuine  love-match — and  were  mar- 
ried in  Grace  Church,  New  York  City,  on  February  10,  1863, 
creating  a  most  remarkable  sensation  throughout  America 
and  Europe,  and  during  their  lives  thereafter  the  appearances 
were  that  they  were  among  the  happiest  of  married  people 
in  the  United  States. 

General  Tom  Thumb — or  more  correctly,  Charles  S. 
Stratton — was  a  native  of  Bridgeport — his  ancestors  having 
resided  within  this  territory  over  a  hundred  years — and  after 
his  marriage  he  and  his  wife  continued  the  exhibition  life  to 
which  they  both  had  been  introduced  by  Mr.  Barnum.  They 
traveled  over  the  civilized  world,  were  successful  in  accumu- 
lating money,  established  a  beautiful  home  in  Middleboro, 
Mass.,  where  he  died  July  15,  1883,  in  the  46th  year  of  his 
age,  and  was  buried  in  Bridgeport.  His  was  a  remarkable 
life.  He  became  a  good  business  manager  ;  took  care  of  his 
own  money,  and  was  wealthy  at  his  decease. 
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On  the  13th  day  of  July,  1865,  the  American  Museum  in 
New  York  was  burned,  with  great  loss;  but  Mr.  Barnum 
built  another,  which  was  also  burned  on  i»Iarch  3,  186S. 
Therefore  about  a  million  dollars  worth  of  Mr.  Barnum's  prop- 
erty in  one  dwelling  and  two  museums,  had  been  destroyed 
by  fire. 

In  1867  he  sold  his  home,  Lindencroft,  on  Fairfield  avenue, 
and  removed  to  the  localitv  where  he  now  resides,  where,  in 
1868  he  commenced  the  erection  of  his  present  residence, 
which  was  completed  the  next  year.  This  he  named  Walde- 
mere,  the  word  meaning  "  Woods-by-the-sea."  When  he 
purchased  this  land,  it  lay  adjoining  the  west  end  of  Seaside 
Park  —  being  a  considerable  portion  of  an  old  farm  — and 
extended  from  Atlantic  street  to  the  shore  of  the  Sound.  Be- 
lieving as  he  did  then  that  Seaside  Park  would  be  of  very 
great  advantage  to  the  people  of  the  city,  he  gave  seven 
acres  lying  in  front  of  his  residence,  extending  to  the  shore 
and  from  near  the  old  Division  street  line  to  what  is  now 
Iranistan  avenue  to  the  city  for  enlargement  of  the  park. 
This  portion  of  the  park  is  now  largely  occupied  by  the 
"  Trotting  Course."  In  1884,  he  gave  thirty  acres  more,  ex- 
tending the  park  westward  toward  Black  Rock  harbor.  The 
park  is  ornamented  conspicuously  by  his  residence,  and  a 
number  of  others,  on  its  northern  border,  and  it  is  also  true 
that  the  residences  are  ornamented  by  the  park." 

In  the  autumn  of  1870,  Mr.  Barnum  commenced  prepara- 
tion for  a  great  show  and  enterprise,  comprising  a  museum, 
menagerie,  caravan,  hippodrome  and  circus,  and  to  this  show 
he  has  devoted  a  great  proportion  of  his  untiring  energies 
since  that  day,  and  which  he  calls  "  The  Greatest  Show  on 
Earth,"  and  in  this  name  as  well  as  many  others  his  genius 
seems  to  have  hit  the  mark. 

Mr.  Barnum's  "  Show  "  opens  for  a  few  weeks  every 
spring  in  the  large  Madison  Square  Garden,  in  New  York, 
and  during  each  summer  it  visits  the  principal  cities  in  the 

'  It  should  be  stated  that,  whoever  originated  the  idea  of  the  park,  it  was  Mr. 
Barnum  that  first  moved  in  the  matter  to  have  the  work  done.  He  caused  the 
article  on  the  subject  to  be  written  for  the  •'  Standard  "  on  October  I,  1863  ;  and 
he  gave  at  first  one  thousand  dollars  for  beginning  tiie  improvements  ;  and  hence 
some  statements  on  page  333  of  this  book  on  this  subject  are  erroneous. 
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United  States  and  Canadas,  from  Quebec  and  Montreal  on 
the  East  to  Omaha  in  Nebraska,  West;  exhibiting  under  im- 
mense tents  in  one  of  wtiich  can  be  seated  20,000  persons.  It 
consists  of  a  large  menagerie  of  rare  wild  beasts,  a  museum 
of  human  phenomena  and  living  specimens  of  savage  and 
strange  tribes  and  nations,  including  without  regard  to  cost 
everything  rare  and  marvelous  which  the  wealth,  energy  and 
perseverance,  and  half  a  century's  experience  as  a  public 
manager  could  gather.  Much  of  this  is  accomplished  bv  his 
agents  who  traverse  nearly  every  part  ot  the  globe  ;  some- 
times expending  as  much  as  $200,000  in  a  single  year.  Added 
to  this  is  his  reproduction  of  the  ancient  Roman  fiippodrome 
with  its  chariot  and  other  races,  and  various  descriptions  of 
equestrian  and  athletic  performances,  b}'  Japanese,  Chinese, 
Arabs  and  other  nations. 

The  "  Ethnological  Congress"  of  this  show  contained  the 
greatest  collection  of  different  types  of  strange  and  savage 
tribes,  gathered  from  the  remotest  corners  of  the  earth 
ever  seen  together.  Among  them  were  Nubian  warriors, 
Australian  Cannibals,  Boomerang  Casters,  tierce  Afghans, 
devotional  Burmese,  Syrians,  Aztecs,  Malays,  Nautch  danc- 
ing girls  from  India,  Hottentots,  Caffres,  Hindoos,  Patago- 
nians,  Bushmen,  high  and  low  caste  Indians,  Asiatics,  dwarfs 
from  India,  giants  from  China,  Todas  people  from  the  Niliqui 
mountains  of  India,  Guatemalians,  wild  Zulus,  Quiche  people, 
Hungarian  Gypsies,  Sioux  Indians.  Siamese,  Hawaian  Island- 
ers, Ceylonese,  and  a  dozen  other  types,  numbering  in  all  200 
men,  women  and  children,  arraved  in  the  costumes  of  their 
various  countries.  AmcMig  them  were  worshipers  of  Bud- 
dha, of  Mahomet,  of  Joss,  of  idols,  and  of  the  Sun.  Some  of 
them  would  eat  no  meat,  others  would  slay  and  drink  the 
blood  of  animals  and  cook  the  carcass.  Still  others  con- 
sidered roasted  snakes,  lizards,  and  dried  worms  and  insects 
the  most  delicate  food. 

The  great  elephant,  Jumbo,  purchased  by  Mr.  Barnum 
from  the  Royal  Zoological  Garden  in  London,  being  the 
largest  land  animal  seen  for  centuries,  and  40  other  African 
and  Indian  elephants,  including  two  baby  elephants,  one  of 
which  was  born  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  and  named  Bridgeport 
— the  only  elephant  ever  born  in  captivity — these  and  scores 
49 
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of  trained  animals  transported  on  nearly  a  hundred  railway 
cars  belonging  to  Mr.  Barnum,  created  an  expense  of  §5,000 
to  $6,000  each  day,  and  brought  in  over  a  million  dollars  in  a 
single  season. 

Mr.  Barnum  has  taken  three  experienced  partners,  Messrs. 
VV.  W.  Cole,  J.  C.  Hutchinson  and  J.  E.  Cooper.  The  con- 
tract of  copartnership  extends  to  1S99,  arrangements  are 
made  for  its  continuance  after  that  time  bv  their  successors. 

Another  item  of  Mr.  Barnum's  business  is  book  making 
and  selling.  Each  year  he  adds  an  appendix  to  his  Autobi- 
ography, and  sells  the  books,  under  the  tents  to  his  show  pat- 
rons only,  at  the  exact  cost — fifty  cents — but  at  the  book  stores 
it  sells  for  one  dollar.  It  has  over  350  pages,  40  full  page  illus- 
trations, well  bound,  is  printed  in  editions  of  20,000  copies, 
and  over  a  million  copies  have  been  sold.  It  has  been  printed 
in  London,  Paris,  and  Leipzig  in  Germany. 

Mr.  Barnum  has  been  Mayor  of  Bridgeport,  a  member  of 
the  Legislature  four  times,  president  of  the  Pequonnock 
National  Bank  of  Bridgeport,  president  of  the  Bridgeport 
hospital,  president  of  the  Bridgeport  Water  Company,  and 
Commissioner  of  Seaside  Park. 

He  gave  nearly  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  Tufts 
College,  Mass.,  with  which  was  erected  and  stocked  "  The 
Barnum  Museum"  of  Natural  History.  He  has  been  a  total 
abstainer  from  intoxicating  drinks  for  forty  years,  and  from 
tobacco  twenty  years.  Hence  he  is  a  very  active  man,  attend- 
ing to  a  great  amount  of  labor,  retaining  a  marvelous  memory 
of  the  details  of  his  whole  business  life.  Scarcely  a  fact,  or 
joke,  or  anecdote  has  escaped  ;  and  all  are  ready  in  his  mind 
at  a  moment's  call. 

East  Bridgeport  by  Personal  Observation.^" 

Bridgeport,  about  1S30,  was  a  very  aboriginal  town,  just  creeping  out  of  its 
small  beginnings,  after  being  cut  loose  from  old  Stratford.  The  old  salt  works 
and  their  plant  were  then  visible,  and  the  old  pottery  works,  located  south  ol 
what  is  now  Lumber  street,  were  then  in  full  blast.    The  saddlery  business  of 


This  history  of  East  Bridgeport  is  by  permission  taken  from  the  manuscript 
of  General  William  H.  Noble,  contributed  to  the  Historical  Societ}",  and  although 
containing  considerable  detail  in  the  description  is  for  that  reason  the  more 
valuable. 
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Lyon  and  Company  and  the  carriage  works  of  Tonilinson  and  Company  were 
about  the  only  industries  in  the  place  of  any  consequence.  All  Golden  Hill  north 
of  Golden  Hill  street  was  farm  land,  and  the  whole  territor}-  west  of  Main  street 
and  north  of  Golden  Hill  street  was  the  same,  much  of  it  being  wooded  land. 
Where  Washington  avenue  now  is  was  a  narrow  road,  running  most  of  the  way  in 
a  ditch. 

When  General  William  \\.  Noble  first  became  acquainted  with  Bridgeport  he 
came  to  the  place  for  the  purpose  of  taking  passage  (or  New  York  on  the  little 
steamboat  John  Marshall,  commanded  b)-  Captain  Benson,  of  Fairfield.  The  size 
of  that  boat  can  best  be  estimated  by  its  inability  to  cope  with  the  tide  at  Hurl 
Gate,  for  when  she  arrived  at  Halleit's  Point  she  essayed  three  times  to  go  out  of 
the  eddy,  but  each  time  as  she  struck  the  current  was  nearly  upset  by  its  force, 
and  was  finally  compelled  to  lay  up  until  the  tide  had  flowed  in  from  the  Sound. 
In  1S33  General  Noble  came  to  reside  in  Bridgeport  with  his  father,  the  Rev. 
Birdsey  G.  Noble,  who  took,  for  a  private  school,  the  house  on  Courtland  street 
which  is  now  occupied  by  the  Rev.  G.  B.  Day.  At  that  time  the  only  houses  in 
that  part  of  the  city  were  the  one  just  spoken  of,  the  old  red  house  of  the  Kirtland 
family  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Washington  avenue  and  Courtland  street,  the 
house  on  the  opposite  corner,  which  was  then  owned  by  Isaac  Sherman,  Sen., 
afterwards  the  first  mayor  of  the  city  of  Bridgeport,  the  house  now  occupied  by 
Mr.  Horace  Nichols,  and  the  front  part  of  the  house  now  occupied  by  Major  Wil- 
liam L.  Hubbell,  but  at  that  time  belonging  to  Captain  E.  Rossiter.  The  street 
now  called  Courtland  street  should  be  called  Kirtland  street,  since  it  was  laid  out 
by  Samuel  C.  Kirtland,  one  of  the  most  enterprising  citizens  of  Bridgeport,  who, 
from  his  personal  resemblance,  was  often  taken  for  the  Hon.  Daniel  Webster. 
The  house  on  this  street  occupied  by  the  late  Russell  Toinlinson,  was  then 
called  the  Van  Polanen  place,  and  %vas  occupied  by  the  widow  of  a  Mr.  Van 
Polanen,  who  had  been  Belgian  or  Dutch  Consul  to  this  country.  The  old  lady 
was  remarkably  fond  of  cats.  She  subsequently  built  with  Colonel  O.  B.  Hall, 
the  house  on  Stale  street  now  occupied  by  the  Misses  Hunt  and  David  C.  Peck, 
Esq.  All  the  space  then  between  Courtland  street.  Stale  street  down  as  far  as  the 
residence  of  Doctor  Nash,  and  Fairfield  avenue  to  within  about  fifty  feet  of  Broad 
street,  was  essentially  a  swamp,  and  the  major  part  of  it  was  offered  some  years 
afterward  for  a  very  small  sum  10  the  city  b\'  David  B.  Nichols  for  a  public  square, 
but  was  not  accepted,  although  such  a  statement  is  almost  beyond  belief  at  the 
present  lime.  The  old  brewery,  in  which  much  of  the  enterprise  and  inoney  of 
Bridgeport  was  sunk,  still  stood  and  was  operated  by  a  gentleman  named  Samuel 
Swan,  where  now  stands  the  hotel  and  ihe  block  of  buildings  on  Harrison  street 
owned  by  the  estate  of  the  late  George  Keeler. 

The  first  enterprise  in  real  estate  in  Bridgeport  was  commenced  about  that 
date  by  Lemuel  Coleman,  who  bought  a  big  stone-walled  orchard  and  meadox.' 
lying  between  Pequonnock  street,  Washington  avenue  and  the  residence  of  the 
Hon.  William  D.  Bishop.  He  removed  the  sione  wall,  built  a  nice  picket  fence 
further  from  the  street,  making  the  place  desirable  for  residences.  The  first  house 
on  this  improvement  was  built  by  Jesse  Sterling,  and  is  that  now  occupied  by  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  P.  C.  Calhoun. 

While  the  Rev.  Mr.  Noble  was  occup\ing  the  Day  place  on  the  hill  and 
looking  around  to  find  a  site  for  a  large  private  «chool,  he  decided  on  the  property 
now  known  as  East  Bridgeport,  which  was  then,  all  the  way  from  Nichols  street 
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to  Old  Mill,  open  farm  land,  wiih  the  exception  of  two  dwellings  and  some  woods. 
From  a  point  on  Nichols  street,  about  two  hundred  feet  east  of  Kossuth  street, 
there  was  a  high  wooded  bank,  extending  up  to  Sterling  street  with  but  one  angle. 
At  about  Sterling  street  it  met  a  line  of  woods  running  through  Granny's  Hollow 
— now  occupied  by  Noble  avenue — including  Washington  Park,  and  sweeping 
thence  below  Sterling  street,  consisting  mostly  of  large,  beautiful  forest  trees. 
From  this  Granny's  Hollow,  at  about  the  junction  of  Sterling  street  and  Noble 
avenue,  there  ran  a  high,  partially  wooded  bank,  following  up  the  line  of  the 
harbor. 

The  area  essentially  between  Barnuni  avenue  and  a  line  about  one  hundred 
feet  south  of  Sterling  street.  East  Main  street  and  the  harbor,  of  about  fifty  acres, 
belonged,  at  that  time,  to  William  Wright,  United  States  Senator  from  New  Jersey. 
Benjamin  Brooks  owned  about  seventeen  acres  just  north  of  it,  and  Isaac  Keeler, 
an  old  Revolutionary  soldier,  a  like  tract  just  north  of  Mr.  Brooks.  From  this 
were  taken — just  north  of  Maple  street — the  stone  with  wliich  was  built  the  old 
Bridgeport  bank.  Judge  Joseph  Wood  owned  about  twelve  acres  near  the  south- 
west corner  of  the  above  described  fifty  acres.  South  of  this  the  late  Isaac  Bur- 
roughs, from  whose  daughter,  Mrs.  Catharme  Pettengill,  the  Bridgeport  library 
received  so  munificent  a  donation,  owned  about  fifteen  acres  upon  the  harbor, 
running  back  to  East  Main  str.;et,  in  the  locality  of  the  present  Burroughs  and 
Howe  streets.  This  whole  territory  was,  in  1S34,  one  of  the  loveliest  pieces  of 
country  that  could  be  found.  Its  girdle  of  woodland  along  the  harbor  running 
northward  to  the  old  Berkshire  Bridge,  and  that  of  which  Washington  Park  is  a 
part,  extending  to  about  Burroughs  street,  were  fine  pieces  of  forest,  furnished 
with  all  the  apparel  and  undergrowth  of  such  territory.  The  channel  of  the 
Pequonnock  river  washing  at  high  tide  as  far  back  as  Knowlton  street,  quietly 
flowed  from  Noble's  bridge  around  a  sharp  point  much  inside  of  the  present 
position  of  the  dock  at  the  elbow  of  Knowlton  street.  From  the  bank  above  it  of 
about  twenty  feet  in  height,  the  slopes  of  which  were  covered  by  a  thin  growth  of 
evergreen  and  deciduous  trees,  there  was  an  unobstructed  outlook  over  the 
harbor.  Golden  Hill,  the  Sound  and  the  Point,  which  formed  a  most  charming 
view  of  land  and  water.  A;  that  time  everything  was  quiet  and  still  as  if  it  were 
twenty  miles  from  any  habitation  of  man.  The  channel  along  this  bluff,  and 
especially  at  the  elbow  below  the  railroad  bridge,  was  a  famous  fishing  ground. 
North  of  Cedar  street  there  was  no  dwelling  between  that  street  and  Old  Mill, 
except  a  small  cottage  now  standing  on  the  corner  of  Pembroke  and  Hamilton 
streets. 

About  1835  the  Rev.  Birdsey  G.  Noble  bought  the  fifty  acres  of  Senator 
Wright  and  the  year  after  he  applied  to  the  General  Assembly  for  a  bridge  charter 
across  the  harbor  from  this  property.  It  was  originally  intended  to  put  the  bridge 
across  where  now  the  Centre  bridge  stands,  but  such  was  the  determined  opposi- 
tion by  the  people,  kindled  by  the  fear  of  creating  uptown  and  downtown  com- 
munities, like  Norwalk  and  Old  Well — now  South  Notwalk — on  a  promise  of 
aid  from  the  then  owners  of  the  property  now  occupied  by  the  Grannis  and 
Hurd  lumber  company,  it  was  concluded  to  build  the  bridge  at  its  present  loca- 
tion. The  promise  of  aid  was  never  fulfilled,  but  Noble's  bridge  was  built  on  its 
present  site  as  a  toll  bridge  and  so  continued  for  many  years.  The  next  year, 
and  for  a  year  or  two  afterwards,  an  effort  was  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Noble  and 
his  son,  William  H.  Noble,  to  get  a  charter  for  an  extension  of  East  Washington 
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avenue  through  nearlv  on  the  line  of  Barnuin  avenue,  to  Washington  bridge,  on 
the  Housatonic  river.  This  effort  was  bitterly  and  successfully  opposed  at  every 
trial  by  tlie  town  of  Bridgeport,  the  town  of  Stratford  and  the  old  or  lower  bridge 
company,  that  bridge  being  a  toll  bridge.  This  opposition  isolated  that  district 
from  commercial  connections  and  no  improvement  was  made  upon  it  until  in  1836 
William  P.  Green,  of  Norwich,  through  the  agency  of  his  brother  abolitionist,  Mr. 
Jocelyn,  of  New  Haven,  made  a  purchase  of  some  seventy  acres  belonging  to 
Benjamin  Brooks.  On  this  he  commenced  the  improvement  that  is  known  as 
Waller  and  Green  streets,  building  a  few  small  houses.  He  also  built  a  dwelling 
for  his  agent.  George  Waller,  whom  he  placed  on  the  property  just  north  of  Arctic 
street  on  Pembroke. 

After  this  no  improvements  were  made  in  East  Bridgeport  until  the  death  of 
the  Rev.  B.  G.  Noble,  in  1S49.  when  the  above  mentioned  fifty  acres  and  the  bridge 
property  came  into  the  hands  of  William  H.  Noble  as  creditor  of  his  father's  e«tate. 
On  taking  the  title  of  this  property  he  applied  10  the  next  Legislature  for  a  font 
bridge  charter,  to  follow  the  line  of  the  railroad  across  the  harbor,  and  after  great 
opposition  from  the  town  of  Bridgeport  and  the  old  bridge  company,  secured  the 
same  and  permission  fiom  the  railroad  company  to  attach  this  bridge  along  the 
line  of  their  track.  He  built  the  bridge  in  1S50.  This  was  the  first  advance 
towards  all  the  improvements  that  have  taken  place  in  that  part  of  the  city  of 
Bridgeport.  It  opened  a  short  and  easv  route  for  laborers  and  those  who  wanted 
dwellings  in  any  part  of  that  district.  Lewis  Curtis,  Ali  Andrews  and  others 
owning  property  on  the  upper  borders  of  the  Yellow  Mill  Pond  at  cuce  cut  their 
fields  into  streets  and  building  lots  and  offered  them  for  sale,  thus  laying  the 
foundations  for  their  fortunes.  William  H.  Noble  had  mapped  all  his  land  into 
streets  and  building  lots  as  they  now  stand,  with  the  exceptions  of  a  few  altera- 
tions. A  few  lots  were  sold  from  the  map,  and  among  the  rest  a  piece  10  Carmi 
Hart  of  nearly  an  acre,  which  now  forms  a  part  of  the  triangle  between  Sterling 
street  and  Crescent  avenue,  where  he  built  a  foundry  for  the  manufacture  of  rail- 
road car  wheels.  This  was  the  first  industry  established  upon  that  side  of  the 
harbor,  but  it  was  from  that  time  an  obstruction  to  all  improvements  in  that  part 
of  the  town  until  the  foundry  was  torn  down. 

The  Hon.  P.  T.  Barnum  saw  Mr.  Noble's  .id vertisements  and  decided  Ui  join 
him  in  the  development  of  that  real  estate  district.  He  purcha-^ed  an  undivided 
half  of  the  property,  and  agreed  to  furnish  the  money  to  buy  as  much  more  land 
as  might  be  deemed  expedient,  he  to  own  three-quarters  and  Mr.  Noble  one- 
quarter  of  all  that  should  be  purchased.  This  bargain  occupied  about  fifteen 
minutes  at  the  Museum  in  New  York,  and  it  was  put  into  writing,  occupymg 
about  half  a  letter  sheet,  and  Mr.  Noble  came  home  wiih  about  $20,000  in  his 
pocket,  and  with  it  was  purchased  eventually  nearly  the  whole  arei  between 
Berkshire  road  and  Sheldon  street,  Pembroke  Lake,  Church  street  and  its  extei.- 
sion,  and  Burroughs  street.  .A  new  map  of  this  property  was  made,  Washington 
Park  was  laid  out  into  its  present  shape  and  devoted  to  public  use,  the  ground 
now  occupied  by  the  ^L  E.  Church  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  park  was  given 
to  that  societ}'  with  a  donation  in  money,  lor  a  church.  At  that  time  sites  were 
ofTered  to  any  denomination  that  would  erect  a  church,  but  the  above  was  the  only 
one  that  embraced  the  offer.  Crescent  avenue  to  the  mill-pond  and  all  the  other 
streets  were  graded,  trees  were  planted  on  all  the  streets  as  they  now  stand 
throughout  East  Bridgeport  ;  houses,  stores  and  manufactories  were  built.  In 
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1852  a  charter  was  obtained  for  the  center  bridge,  running  from  the  foot  of  William 
street  across  the  harbor  and  over  the  Housatonic  railroad  to  where  Middle  street 
now  extends.    The  bridge — which  was  a  draw  bridge  with  a  covered  foot-way,  as 
indicated  in  the  accompanying  cut,  was  built  by  Messrs.  Barnum  and  Noble  at  a» 
cost  of  $16,000,  being  a  toll  bridge  until  bought  by  the  city. 

The  first  building  put  up  by  Barnum  and  Noble  was  the  coacli  factory  on 
William  street,  which  was  recently  torn  down.  It  was  a  very  conspicuous  object 
on  the  landscape  in  its  day.  The  next  was  a  sash  and  blind  factory,  the  chimney 
of  which— the  original  structure  having  been  burned — is  now  used  by  Mr.  James 
House  in  his  manufactory.  About  a  dozen  houses  were  located  on  different  parts 
of  the  property,  and  all  this  was  done  in  about  a  year.  Soon  after  a  clock  com- 
pany was  organized  and  a  building  erected  for  them  on  ground  given  by  Barnum 
and  Noble,  on  the  site  where  the  present  eastern  building  of  the  Wheeler  and 
Wilson  company  stands.  The  company  not  meeting  with  success,  Mr.  Barnum 
was  induced  by  fraudulent  representations,  to  replace  them  by  the  Jerome  Clock 
Company  of  New  Haven,  to  whom  he  gave,  in  his  effort  to  sustain  them,  his 
endorsements  to  the  amount  of  $400,000.  This,  for  a  time,  put  an  end  to  Mr. 
Barnum's  improvements  in  Bridgeport,  but  soon  after  the  Wheeler  and  Wilson 
company  finding  tfiis  great  empty  building,  purchased  and  fitted  it  for  their  use. 
From  this  time  dates  the  great  prosperity  and  growth  of  Bridgeport.  It  not  only 
brought  new  business  to  the  toilers  of  the  city,  but  also  a  lot  of  new  inhabitants, 
men  of  vigorous  mind  and  liberal  enterprise,  and  a  class  of  educated,  skilled 
mechanics,  unequaled  anywhere  in  the  country.  Through  the  influence  of  this 
manufactory  upon  the  fortunes  of  Bridgeport,  the  city  has  been  enabled  to  take 
the  lead  in  all  enterprises  of  an  industrial  character,  and  to  constantly  enlarge 
and  multiply  the  structures  occupied  by  their  workers.  It  brought  in  such  men 
as  Nathaniel  Wheeler,  J.  D.  Alvord,  William  H.  Perry,  George  W.  Bacon,  S.  C. 
Kingman,  Frederick  Hurd,  Albert  Eames,  Isaac  Holden  and  a  number  of  others, 
later,  who  have  been  intimately  associated,  not  only  with  the  Wheeler  and  Wilson 
industry,  but  with  the  enterprise  and  improvements  of  Bridgeport,  and  the  advent 
of  new  industries.  They  have  been  a  power,  pushing  Bridgeport  into  prominence 
and  prosperity  and  giving  it  fame  throughout  the  land. 

The  entanglement  of  Mr.  Barnum  with  the  Jerome  Clock  company  compelled 
a  division  of  the  property  held  in  partnership  by  him  and  Gen.  Noble,  and  Mr. 
Barnum's  portion  was  immediately  mortgaged  to  cover  his  liabilities.  His 
struggle  to  rid  himself  of  this  trouble  is  a  memorable  financial  feat,  surpassed  by 
few  persons  in  the  country.  During  the  time  he  vas  accomplishing  this  Mr. 
Noble  continued  to  work  for  the  advance  of  East  Bridgeport.  In  one  way  and 
another  two  hotels  were  built;  one  which  was  burned  and  the  Staples  House, 
now  the  Pequounock  Hotel,  in  the  place  of  it,  and  the  brick  block  opposite  to  it, 
and  many  other  houses.  The  crisis  of  1857,  and  the  agitations  of  the  public  mi  id 
previous  to  the  war  put  an  end,  for  the  time,  to  progress  in  East  Bridgeport,  except 
that  which  resulted  from  the  great  industry  of  the  Wheeler  and  Wilson  company 
which  rapidly  increased  in  every  direction.  Then  Mr.  Barnum  recovered  the 
control  of  his  propertj-,  and  even  during  the  war  of  the  rebellion  there  was  no 
retrograde  tendenc}-. 

Elias  Howe,  Jr.,  was  brought  to  Bridgeport  through  the  Wheeler  and  Wilson 
company,  and  before  the  war,  had  purchased  Mr.  Barnum's  "  Iranistan."  Full  of 
patriotism,  he  became  a  soldier  in  the  17th  Conn. — the  regiment  that  was  com- 
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manded  by  Col.  VVm.  H.  Noble — as  long  as  his  weak  legs  could  carry  him.  When 
he  returned  he  purchased  of  Mr.  Barnum  a  large  tract  of  what  was  called  the  Bur- 
roughs property,  and  on  it  erected  the  Howe  Sewing  Machine  Factory,  and  after- 
ward bought  additional  land  of  Mr.  Noble  upon  which  he  erected  the  present 
main  shop,  as  illustrated  on  page  273. 

Since  the  war  great  additions  have  been  made  to  the  original  layout  of  East 
Bridgeport  by  the  purchase  of  the  town  property,  where  the  old  Alms  Mouse  stood 
on  William  street,  by  Mr.  Barnum  ;  and  of  the  Stillman,  Lathrop  and  Stewart 
estates  by  Messrs.  N.  Wheeler  and  W.  H.  Perry,  extending  the  area  to  the 
Huntington  road  and  Old  Mill  Green.  This  had  been  laid  in  streets  by  those 
proprietors. 

The  Old  Mill  Green — now  Pembroke  Green — is  being  constructed  into  a 
public  park  including  about  20  acres.  Noble  street  has  been  changed  to  N(^ble 
avenue  and  extended  to  Beardsley  Park.  This  tract  of  about  150  acres  was 
accepted  by  the  city  on  the  gift  of  Mr.  James  W.  Beardsley,  the  title  to  the  whole 
being  conditioned  upon  the  outlay  of  1*30,000  upon  it  by  the  city  within  ten  years. 
An  expenditure  of  about  si2,ooo  has  already  shaped  its  fields  and  knolls  into  a 
picturesque  landscape  and  is  fast  becoming  one  of  the  famous  parks  of  this 
Park  City. 

In  addition  to  the  industries  already  mentioned  as  located  in  East  Bridgeport, 
there  have  been  established,  the  great  Union  Metallic  Cartridge  Company,  the 
Bridgeport  Brass  Company,  the  Winchester  Arms  Company,  the  Hotchkiss 
Manufacturing  Company,  and  later,  the  Glover  Sanford  Sons  Hat  Company,  the 
Silver  Steel,  now  the  Farist  Steel  Works,  the  Armstrong  Factory,  and  various 
cutlery  works  and  several  smaller  enterprises,  which  make  East  Bridgeport, 
alone,  a  great  manufacturing  city.  Then,  also.  West  Stratford,  a  borough  adjoin- 
ing East  Bridgeport,  is  the  result  of  these  industries,  and  will  soon  become  a  part 
of  the  city  of  Bridgeport. 

About  1870,  the  old  "  Point  Burviiig  Ground  "  as  it  was  called — quite  an  old 
place  of  burial — made  wav  for  the  march  of  improvements  and  the  relics  were 
transferred  to  the  Pembroke  Cemetery.  This  old  ground  was  located  between 
Maple  and  Arctic,  and  East  Main  and  Pembroke  streets. 

The  highways,  named  Barnum  and  Noble  avenues,  were  named  after  the 
original  proprietors.  Noble  avenue  has  recently  been  extended  to  Beardsley 
Park,  and  Barnum  avenue  will  eventually  be  extended  direct  to  Washington 
bridge  on  the  Housatonic  river.  William,  Harriet,  Clarence,  Ogden  and  Sheldon 
streets  were  named  for  General  Noble  and  his  family,  and  Brooks  street  for  the 
General's  father-in-law,  Benjamin  Brooks,  who  at  one  time  owned  nearly  all  the 
land  between  Pembroke  Lake  and  Pembroke  street.  East  Washington  avenue  and 
Sheldon  street,  which  was  called  by  him  Cow  Park.  Caroline,  Helen  and  Pauline 
streets  were  named  for  Mr.  Barnum's  daughters,  and  Hallet  street  for  thrir 
mother's  maiden  name.  Sterling  street  was  named  for  Charles  F.  Sterling,  tlie 
brother-in-law  and  law  partner  of  General  Noble,  a  Bridgeport  man  of  marked 
talent  and  literary  ability.  Jane  street  should  be  [aynes  street  as  it  was  named 
after  Bishop  Jaynes  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  at  the  wish  of  a  gentlemen  who  bought 
the  first  lots  on  that  street.  Kossuth  street  was  named  in  honor  of  the  Hungarian 
patriot,  who  about  that  time  was  in  this  country.  Knowlion  street  was  named  in 
honor  of  Wm.  S.  Knowlton.  the  builder  of  the  original  and  present  Center  bridge, 
the  first  railroad  foot  bridge  and  the  docks  now  occupied  by  Messrs.  Wheeler  and 
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Howes.  Walter  and  Green  streets  were  named  for  Mr.  Green  and  his  agent, 
George  Walter,  who  established  a  small  colony  on  those  streets.  From  Mr. 
Walter  the  Walierville  district  takes  its  name.  Burroughs  and  Howe  streets  were 
named  for  Isaac  Burroughs  and  Elias  Howe,  Jr.,  the  successive  proprietors  of  the 
contiguous  land. 

The  first  church  established  in  East  Bridgeport  was  the  old  St.  Mary's  Church, 
in  1S52,  the  wooden  structure  still  standing  on  Crescent  avenue,  and  now  used  as 
a  parish  school.  On  October  14,  1S77,  the  new  St.  Mary's,  on  Pembroke  street, 
was  dedicated.  Next,  on  September  12,  1S53,  the  Washington  Park  M.  E.  Church 
was  organized,  and  the  edifice  built,  that  year,  aided  by  a  donation  of  the  lot  and 
I1500,  from  Messrs.  Barnum  and  Noble.  It  was  rebuilt  in  1867,  and  again  in  1S83. 
St.  Paul's  Church  was  organized  at  the  house  of  General  Noble,  June  4,  1S58,  and 
named  by  Mrs.  Noble.  Worship  was  held  for  a  time  in  various  places,  and  the 
corner  stone  of  the  present  edifice  was  laid  October  6,  1S6S,  by  Bishop  Williams. 
The  Park  Street  Congregational  Church  was  organized  January  15,  1S6S,  and 
held  its  services  in  Berhesda  chapel  until  October  17,  1871,  when  its  present 
place  of  worship  was  erected.  The  East  Washington  avenue  Baptist  Church  was 
organized  January  30,  1S74.  and  bought  the  Bethesda  chapel  which  it  has  used 
since,  for  a  place  of  worship.  The  Advent  Christian  Church,  organized  in  1849, 
holds  it  services  in  East  Bridgeport  ;  and  the  West  Stratford  churches  and  mis- 
sions owe  their  existence  to  the  growth  of  ''  New  Pasture  Point." 

Of  the  older  portion  of  New  Pasture  Point,  but  little  is  said  here,  because  its 
settlement  antedates  that  of  the  town  of  Bridgeport,  and  has  been  particularly 
described  heretofore  in  this  book. 

The  beauty  of  this  whole  region,  of  old  and  East  Bridgeport,  was  admirably 
described  by  Dr.  Timothy  Dwight,  President  of  Yale  College  in  his  •'  Travels  in 
New  England,"  in  1815.  He  sa\s  :  "There  is  not  in  the  Slate  (of  Connecticut)  a 
prettier  village  than  the  borough  of  Bridgeport.  In  the  year  1783,  there  were 
scarcely  half  a  dozen  houses  in  this  place.  It  now  contains  probablv  more  than 
one  hundred,  built  on  both  sides  of  Pughquonnuck  river,  a  beautiful  mill  stream 
forming  at  its  mouth  the  harbor  of  Bridgeport.  The  situation  of  this  village  is 
very  handsome,  particularly  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  river.  A  more  cheerful 
and  elegant  piece  of  ground  can  scarcely  be  imagined  than  the  point  which 
stretches  betvveen  the  Pughquonnuck  and  the  old  mill  brook,  and  the  prospects 
presented  by  the  harbors  at  the  mouth  of  these  streams,  the  sound  and  the  sur- 
rounding country  are,  in  a  fine  season,  gay  and  brilliant,  perhaps,  wiihout  a 
parallel." 

Gen.  Willitnu  Jlenvi/  Xohle,  son  of  the  Rev.  Birdsey 
Glover  and  Charlotte  (^Sanford)  Noble,  was  born  in  the  home- 
stead of  his  grandfather,  John  Sanford,  Esq.,  of  Newtown, 
Conn.,  on  the  iSth  of  August,  1813.  His  father  was  then, 
and  for  fifteen  years  after,  rector  of  Christ  Church,  Middle- 
town,  having-  been  graduated  at  Yale  in  the  class  of  18 10,  and 
studied  theology  at  the  General  Seminary  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  in  New  York  City.  On  his  father's  side  Wm.  H. 
Noble  was  descended  from  Thomas  Noble  of  Westfield,  Mass., 
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through  John,  the  pioneer  of  New  Milford,  and  seven  genera- 
tions of  his  family  lie  side  by  side  in  the  old  burial  ground  in 
the  southern  part  of  New  Milford  ;  on  his  mother's  side,  from 
the  Sanfords  of  Newtown,  descended  from  the  pioneers  of 
Connecticut. 

His  earl}-  education  was  completed  at  the  celebrated 
military  school  of  Capt.  Alden  Partridge,  U.  S.  A.,  formerly 
a  superintendent  at  West  Point,  which  stood  at  Middletown, 
Conn.,  on  the  grounds  now  occupied  bv  the  Wesleyan  Uni- 
versity. There  during  four  years  he  received  general  literary 
and  scientific  instruction  with  the  rudiments  of  a  military 
education.  As  a  boy,  with  the  cadets  of  this  school  he  carried 
his  musket  in  the  ranks  of  the  procession  which  celebrated  in 
New  York  city  the  50th  Anniversary  of  American  Independ- 
ence. 

His  father  having  become  one  of  the  founders  and  trus- 
tees of  Washington  (now  Trinity)  College,  Hartford,  he 
entered  the  freshman  class  there  at  the  age  of  15,  remained 
until  the  springtime  of  the  sophomore  year  and  left  to  join 
the  sophomore  class  of  Yale,  from  which  college  he  was  grad- 
uated in  the  class  of  1832  with  honors.  After  a  short  interval 
he  took  the  school  of  the  Rev.  Ambrose  Todd,  of  Stamford, 
and  there  remained  for  a  year  and  a  half,  an  inmate  of  his 
family. 

He  came  to  Bridgeport  early  in  1S34  as  a  teacher  of 
French  and  Spanish  in  the  School  of  his  father,  who  occupied 
for  that  purpose  the  house  on  Golden  Hill,  now  owned  by 
the  Rev.  G.  B.  Day — but  very  soon  entered  the  law  office  of 
Judge  Joseph  Wood  as  a  student,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  of  Fairfield  county  in  1836.  In  that  year  he  was  instru- 
mental in  securing  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Bridgeport  and 
the  charter  ot  the  Housatonic  Railroad  Company,  and  was 
Secretary  of  that  company  for  a  number  of  years. 

For  several  years  he  was  Clerk  of  the  Courts  in  Fairfield 
county,  and  in  1839  married  Harriet  Jones,  daughter  of  Ben- 
jamin Brooks,  Esq.,  of  Bridgeport.  In  1846  he  was  State's 
Attorney  for  Fairfield  county.  In  1850  he  was  nominated  by 
the  Democratic  party  for  Congress,  but  his  large  majority  in 
Fairfield  county  was  offset  by  the  adverse  vote  of  Litchfield 
county. 
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At  about  this  date  he  began  the  laying-out  ot  East  Bridge- 
port, a  fuller  account  of  which  is  given  in  the  history  of  that 
enterprise  in  this  volume.  In  this  work  he  was  actively  em- 
ployed for  the  next  ten  years,  building,  or  assisting  to  build 
houses,  hotels  and  factories,  and  laying  out  and  grading  the 
streets,  and  setting  the  trees  which  line  them,  throughout. 
Sharing  in  the  expense  of  building  or  repairing  all  the  bridges 
which  connect  it  with  the  city  proper  —  and  aiding  with 
money,  or  land,  or  influence,  the  first  churches  which  estab- 
lished themselves  there.  He  purchased  and  rebuilt  the  old 
Bridgeport  Bridge,  erecting  the  first  covered  toot-way  on 
the  same,  and  built,  at  his  own  expense,  the  first  railroad  foot- 
bridge in  1851.  In  1852,  with  Hon.  P.  T.  Barnum  he  dedi- 
cated Washington  Park  to  public  use. 

During  this  period  in  1S53  he  purchased  the  charter  of  the 
Bridgeport  Water  Company  in  behalf  of  Nathaniel  Greene 
and  his  associates,  who  carried  out  the  undertaking.  This 
enterprise,  becoming  complicated  with  Mr.  Greene's  other 
affairs,  fell  into  the  hands  of  its  bond-holders,  for  whom  in 
1857  Mr.  Noble  obtained  a  grant  of  incorporation  under  the 
name  of  the  Bridgeport  Hydraulic  Company,  under  which 
charter  the  water  supply  of  the  city  is  now  procured.  He 
was  a  commissioner  of  both  companies  and  sanctioned  their 
bonds  issued. 

In  1856  he  was  instrumental,  with  Francis  Ives,  Esq..  in 
disentangling  the  affairs  of  the  Jerome  Clock  Companv  and 
Mr.  Barnum,  to  admit  of  the  Wheeler  and  Wilson  Manufac- 
turing Company  getting  possession  of,  and  title  to,  the  prop- 
erty of  the  Clock  Company,  and  their  subsequent  removal 
from  W^atertown  to  Bridgeport.  The  effort  was  resisted 
through  the  timidity  of  those  who  had  interest  in  the  Clock 
Company's  property,  and  who  were,  only  after  the  greatest 
difficulty,  convinced  that  their  own  interests  and  the  interests 
of  the  public  were  all  concerned  in  risking  a  great  deal  to  bring 
the  greater  industry  to  Bridgeport. 

In  i860,  as  a  Douglas  Democrat,  he  took  a  prominent 
part  in  the  organization  of  the  Union  Party  in  Connecticut, 
the  election  of  Gov.  Buckingham,  and  the  support  of  all  war 
measures.    In  1862,  at  the  recommendation  of  the  principal 
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loyal  men  of  Fairfield  county,  he  was  commissioned  by  Gov. 
Buckingham  as  Colonel  of  the  17th  Conn.  Vols.  Gov.  Buck- 
ingham was  persuaded  to  allow  it  to  be  distinctively  a  Fair- 
field county  regiment,  and  to  rendezvous  at  Bridgeport, 
where  it  occupied  the  grounds  now  constituting  the  promi- 
nent and  main  portion  of  Seaside  Park,  which  was  called 
Camp  Aiken,  after  Gen.  VVm.  A.  Aiken,  then  Quartermaster- 
General  of  the  State. 

Colonel  Noble  received  his  commission  on  the  22d  of 
July,  1862.  Within  thirty  days  a  thousand  men  were  ready 
for  the  front.  They  were  mustered  into  the  United  States 
service  on  the  28th  of  August  and  left  for  the  front  on  the  3d 
of  September,  with  directions  to  report  to  General  Wool  at 
Baltimore  for  further  orders.  This  period  was  that,  follow- 
ing the  second  Bull  Run  disaster,  when  Lee  was  threaten- 
ing the  communications  with  Washington.  Colonel  Noble's 
regiment  was  therefore  detained  and  put  into  Fort  Marshall, 
defenses  of  Baltimore.  About  the  15th  of  October  they  were 
sent  to  Fort  Kearney,  defenses  of  Washington,  and  on  the  5th 
of  November  ordered  into  the  field  at  Gainesville,  Va.,  with 
Sigel's  Corps,  with  which  in  December  they  were  sent  as  a 
reserve  to  support  Burnside  at  Fredericksburg.  During  the 
winter  the  regiment  was  severely  taxed  by  marches  and 
counter-marches,  but  finally  settled  down  into  winter  quar- 
ters at  Brooks'  Station,  Va.,  until  the  Chancellorsville  cam- 
paign. 

At  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville  Colonel  Noble's  regi- 
ment, with  the  rest  of  the  corps  under  General  O.  O.  Howard, 
formed  the  extreme  right  wing  of  the  army  under  General 
Hooker,  in  the  baitle  of  May  2d,  1S63.  The  resolution  with 
which  they  withstood  the  terrible  onslaught  of  Stonewall 
Jackson  on  that  day  has  gone  into  history  ;  Horace  Greeley, 
in  his  "American  Conflict,"  mentions  their  brave  and  hope- 
less rally  in  the  face  of  defeat  and  retreat  all  about  them. 
Just  after  this  rally  Colonel  Noble  was  wounded,  having  the 
main  artery  of  his  left  arm  cut  off  by  a  minie  ball,  being 
struck  on  the  left  knee  by  a  fragment  of  shell,  and  having  his 
horse  shot  under  him.  He  was  led  iainting  from  the  field  ; 
the  fortunate  clogging  of  the  artery  prevented  his  bleeding 
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to  death,  but  circulation  having  stopped  in  the  lower  arm  he 
only  saved  his  arm  from  immediate  amputation,  at  the  field 
hospital  where  he  was  taken,  by  insisting  upon  waiting  to  see 
Surgeon  Robert  Hubbard  of  his  own  regiment.  Surgeon 
Hubbard  found  a  slight  pulse,  said  the  arm  could  be  saved 
but  ordered  him  immediately  to  Washington,  whence  he  re- 
ceived a  furlough  home  for  twenty  days.  At  the  end  of  this 
time,  not  having  recovered  sufficiently  to  go  into  the  field, 
his  furlough  was  extended  for  a  like  term.  About  five  days 
before  its  termination,  hearing  of  the  threatened  invasion 
of  Lee  which  terminated  at  Gettysburg,  he  reported  at 
Washington  for  directions  to  reach  his  regiment;  none  could 
be  given  and  he  was  ordered  to  report  daily  for  instructions, 
which  he  did  for  some  ten  days  before  any  direction  was 
given  by  which  he  might  reach  his  command,  such  was  the 
ignorance  at  Washington  concerning  the  relative  position  of 
the  two  armies.  Having  procured  a  horse  to  replace  that 
killed  at  Chancellorsville,  through  an  order  of  Quartermaster- 
General  Meigs,  and  the  wagon  train  which  he  anticipated 
joining  having  been  captured  just  out  of  Washington,  he  was 
finally  directed  by  the  authorities  there  to  report  to  General 
Schenck,  at  Baltimore,  for  instructions  as  to  his  chances  of 
reaching  the  army.  On  reporting  to  General  Schenck,  who 
knew,  apparently,  as  little  of  the  exact  position  of  the  two 
armies  as  was  known  at  Washington,  he  was  directed  to  take 
train  for  Westminster  the  next  morning.  The  train  was  two 
days  reaching  Westminster,  only  twenty-two  miles,  so  block- 
aded was  the  railroad  with  the  transportation  of  government 
stores.  On  the  way  the  officers  who  were  striving  to  reach 
their  commands  found  that  the  battle  had  commenced,  for  by 
putting  their  ears  to  the  ground  or  rock  the  thud  of  a  heavy 
cannonading  was  heard.  At  Westminster  Colonel  Noble 
started  on  his  ride  to  Gettysburg  with  General  Hayes,  of  the 
brigade  in  which  was  the  fourteenth  Connecticut,  Captain, 
afterwards  General,  Graham,  of  the  artillery,  and  an  assistant 
surgeon  of  the  144th  N.  Y.  They  rode  most  of  the  day  to  the 
sound  of  cannon  and  reached  the  battle-field  about  five  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon.  On  arrival  Colonel  Noble  found  himself  in 
command  of  the  brigade,  General  Adelbert  Ames  having 
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taken  command  of  the  division  in  place  of  General  Francis 
Barlow,  severely  wounded.  Lientenant-Colonel  Fowler,  of 
his  regiment,  had  been  killed,  Major  Brady  wounded  and 
many  of  its  rank  and  file  killed,  w  ounded  or  captured,  but  a 
brave  remnant  remained  guarding  the  declivity  of  Cemetery 
Hill.  The  battle  was  then  nearing  its  close,  there  being  only 
one  severe  engagement  that  night.  Early  the  next  mc^rning 
the  brigade  commanded  by  Colonel  Noble  was  advanced  into 
the  town  of  Gettysburg  to  clear  out  the  enemy's  sharp- 
shooters and  was  afterwards  stationed  at  the  foot  of  Cemetery 
Hill  until  the  commencement  of  the  march  after  Lee,  which 
was  continued  into  Virginia. 

At  Catlett's  station  Colonel  Noble's  regiment  with  the 
rest  of  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  South  Carolina  to  reinforce 
the  troops  under  General  Gilmore  at  the  siege  of  Charleston 
and  Wagner,  and  took  transport  for  Folly  Island,  S.  C,  in 
August,  1863.  On  the  day  of  his  arrival  Colonel  Noble  was 
ordered  to  take  command  of  a  thousand  men  in  the  trenches 
before  Wagner,  while  his  regiment,  with  the  rest  of  the 
brigade,  immediately  went  into  camp  on  Folly  Island  as  a 
reserve  force  in  case  of  a  sally  from  Wagner  upon  the  siege 
approaches.  Colonel  Noble,  in  command  of  his  regiment  or 
other  forces,  was  several  times  in  the  trenches  during  the 
siege  and  found  his  duty,  under  tire  night  and  day,  the  most 
trying  of  his  military  life. 

He  volunteered,  with  the  other  colonels  of  Ames'  brigade, 
to  make  a  night  assault  upon  Fort  Sumter,  which  was  never 
ordered  because  the  navy  claimed  the  honor  of  making  the 
attack  as  their  right.  An  account  of  this  is  given  in  General 
George  H.  Gordon's  War  Diary. 

After  the  fall  of  Fort  Wagner  the  regiment  was  ordered 
to  Florida  and  stationed  first  at  Jacksonville,  where  Colonel 
Noble  commanded  a  brigade,  and  was  then  sent  to  relieve  the 
loth  Connecticut,  at  St.  Augustine,  which  post  the  regiment 
held  during  its  after  service,  garrisoning  the  town  and  the 
old  Spanish  fort  of  San  Marco. 

In  Florida  Colonel  Noble  was  placed  in  command  of  the 
district  comprising  all  of  Florida  east  of  the  St.  John's  River, 
with  headquarters  at  St.  Augustine.    While  occupying  this 
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position  he  was  in  command  of  brigades  in  various  raids  in 
different  parts  of  Florida,  breaking  up  Confederate  recruiting 
stations  and  drilling  camps,  and  on  various  expeditions  under 
Generals  Birney,  Gordon,  Hatch,  and  others.  On  December 
24,  1S64,  he  was  captured  by  rebel  guerillas  while  crossing  to 
St.-  Augustine  from  Jacksonville,  where  he  had  been  sum- 
moned as  a  witness  on  a  court  martial,  and  although  every 
effort  was  made  by  the  forces  in  East  Florida  to  recapture 
him,  he  was  taken  first  to  Tallahassee,  imprisoned  lor  a  while  at 
Macon,  Ga.,  and  about  the  middle  of  Februar_v  sent  to  Ander- 
sonville  and  confined  in  the  officers'  prison.  They  were 
making  every  effort  to  effect  their  escape  when  the  order  for 
a  general  exchange  of  prisoners  brought  about  their  release 
about  the  middle  of  April. 

Colonel  Noble  came  out  with  a  thousand  men  fresh  from 
the  horrors  of  the  prison  pen  of  Anderson ville.  They  went 
first  to  Vicksburg,  whence  he  was  ordered  east  in  charge  of  a 
thousand  of  the  released  Union  troops  to  Annapolis,  Md.,  in 
June,  1865,  and  was  about  that  time,  by  recommendation  of 
General  Grant,  commissioned  by  Congress  as  brigadier- 
general  by  brevet.  He  then  returned  to  Florida  to  look  after 
his  ordnance  account,  and  was  mustered  out  of  service  with 
his  regiment  on  the  19th  of  July,  1S65,  at  Hilton  Head,  S.  C. 
Thus  closed  the  service  of  a  regiment  in  whose  field,  staff  and 
line,  or  in  whose  ranks  were  many  of  Bridgeport's  most 
honored  citizens  and  of  which  the  Adjutant  General  of  Con- 
necticut in  his  final  report  says:  "  the  superior  of  which  in 
intelligence,  morale,  courage  and  endurance  was  not  found  in 
the  army." 

Every  year  since  its  service  one  or  another  town  of 
Fairfield  County  has  entertained  its  veterans  at  their  annual 
reunions,  and  in  1884  the  regiment  erected  at  Gettysburg  a 
memorial  tablet  to  those  of  its  number  who  fell  in  that  batlle. 
As  chairman  of  its  executive  committee  General  Noble  re- 
ceived the  monument  and  submitted  it  to  the  care  of  the 
Gettysburg  Memorial  Association,  through  the  vice-president. 
Judge  D.  A.  Buchler,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  concourse  of 
people  who  had  assembled  on  Barlow's  Knoll  to  witness  the 
unveiling  of  the  monument. 
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Since  the  war,  although  much  reduced  in  health  by  his 
three  years  of  hard  service,  General  Noble  has  followed  his 
profession  and  filled  various  public  trusts.  Has  been  an 
alderman  or  common  councilman  of  the  citv  at  various  peri- 
ods, chairman  of  the  board  of  park  commissioners  for  many 
years,  and  member  of  the  Legislature  in  1S84,  in  which  he 
was  chairman  of  the  military  committee  of  the  House  and  one 
of  the  committee  of  the  ceremonies  at  the  unveiling  of  the 
statue  of  Governor  Buckingham  in  the  Capitol.  In  the  midst 
of  a  busy  life  he  has  found  time  to  devote  a  great  deal  of 
attention  to  horticulture  and  fruit-growing,  having,  probably, 
the  largest  variety  of  pears  in  the  State.  At  the  request  of 
the  State  Pomologist  he  exhibited  specimens  of  his  fruit  in 
the  Connecticut  collection  at  the  Centennial  Exposition  at 
Philadelphia,  and  in  the  New  Orleans  Exposition  of  1SS4-85. 

Hev.  TJhfin  Fevri.-:  ItiKJiop,  son  of  Alfred  and  Mary 
(Ferris)  Bishop,  was  born  in  Madison,  N.  J.,  March  27,  1825, 
and  died  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  December  7,  18S3.  He  entered 
Yale  College  in  1S45  the  same  class  with  his  brother,  now 
the  Hon.  William  D.  Bishop,  who  was  some  years  his  junior; 
but  soon  relinquished  study  on  account  of  impaired  sight, 
caused  by  an  accident  in  his  early  youth.  He  acted  with  his 
brother  in  closing  the  accounts  relating  to  the  New  York  and 
New  Haven,  the  Naugatuck,  and  the  Washington  and  Sara- 
toga Railroads,  with  which  their  lather  had  been  connected. 
Ethan  Ferris  Bishop  was  president  of  the  Naugatuck  Rail- 
road from  185 1  to  1855,  when  he  resigned  and  became  inter- 
ested in  Western  railroads,  chiefly  the  Milwaukee  and  Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee  and  Watertown.  and  the  Dubuque  and 
Sioux  City.  At  first  Hon.  William  D.  Bishop  was  associated 
with  him  in  these  enterprises,  but  taking  a  wide  interest  in 
politics  he  withdrew  and  became  representative  of  his  district 
in  the  National  Congress,  then  Commissioner  of  Patents,, 
while  still  quite  young;  was  president  of  the  Naugatuck 
railroad  for  some  time  and  president  of  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  and  Hartford  Consolidated  road,  being  quite  distin- 
guished in  business  and  political  circles. 

Ethan  Ferris  Bishop  was  admitted  to  the  Connecticut  bar 
in  1851,  but  never  practiced  that  profession.    He  then  pur- 
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sued  the  stud}-  of  theolog}-,  for  which  he  had  a  natural  apti- 
tude. Although  of  Presbyterian  parentage  he  was  advanced 
in  his  ideas  of  churchmanship  and  showed  the  bent  of  his  mind 
in  this  direction  as  early  as  1S43  O''  4-  when  eighteen  years  of 
age,  he  then  being  a  member  of  the  Bridgeport  Lyceum,  took 
part  in  a  discussion  of  Catholicity  against  Protestantism,  on 
the  side  of  Catholicity,  with  such  earnestness  as  to  leave  no 
doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  audience — made  up  partly  of  ladies, 
who  were  admitted  at  that  time — what  his  true  opinions  were. 
Among  the  speakers  who  took  the  side  of  Protestantism  were 
the  Rev.  Bronson  B.  Beardsley,  of  Bridgeport,  and  Hon. 
Henry  B.  Graves,  of  Litchfield,  Conn. 

Mr.  E.  F.  Bishop  was  president  of  the  Naugatuck  railroad 
at  the  time  of  his  death  and  had  just  resigned  that  of  the 
Bridgeport  Steamboat  Company,  which  he  had  held  for  many 
years.  He  was  a  member  of  Hamilton  Commandery,  St. 
John's  Lodge  of  F.  and  A.  AL,  Jerusalem  Council  and  Jerusa- 
lem Chapter,  R.  A.  M. 

jf?et'.  XatJianiel  Bouton,  an  apprentice  to  Stiles  Nich- 
ols, a  printer  of  Bridgeport.  He  was  converted  under  the 
labors  of  Mr.  Peter  Lockwood,  then  a  student  at  Yale. 
Through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Lockwood  and  his  father,  Lambert 
Lockwood,  the  time  of  Mr.  Bouton  was  bought  of  his  em- 
ployer and  he,  by  the  help  of  friends  and  great  perseverance, 
fitted  for  college.  During  vacations  he,  like  Mr.  P.  Lockwood, 
engaged  in  holding  tneetings  and  aiding  ministers  in  the 
neighboring  towns.  "  Upon  leaving  the  theological  seminary 
he  accepted  a  call  to  the  first  church  of  Concord,  N.  H.,  and 
continued  the  faithful  and  beloved  pastor  of  that  church  for 
forty-tw^o  years.  His  infiuence  was  widely  spread  and  his 
labors  abundantly  blessed,  and  it  may  be  said  that  the  Rev. 
J.  P.  Gulliver,  D.D.,  ascribes  his  conversion  to  a  sermon  of 
Dr.  Bouton's,  preached  from  the  text,  '  Choose  ye  this  di  y 
whom  ye  will  serve.'  "  This  sermon  was  known  by  Dr.  Bou- 
ton to  have  been  the  direct  means  of  the  conversion  of  no 
less  than  eighty-three  persons." 

Captain  John  Brooks,  of  Bridgeport,  was  induced  to 
attend  the  meetings  held  by  Peter  Lockwood,  a  student  in 
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theology,  by  which  his  life  was  changed  and  he  became  a 
different  man,  zealous  for  the  interests  of  the  church.  He 
was  firm  and  resolute  in  his  adherence  to  evangelical  doc- 
trines, giving  liberally  of  his  increasing  wealth,  and  in  the 
latter  part  of  his  lile  he  aided  much  in  building  a  church  in  a 
new  part  of  the  city  of  Bridgeport.  Upon  this  building  being 
destroyed  by  fire  he  rebuilt  it  largely  at  his  own  expense." 

jSlajov  Fvedericlx  Ft'ffe  was  the  son  of  Daniel  M. 
Frye,  Esq.,  of  New  York  City,  grandson  of  Capt.  Frederick 
Frye  and  great-grandson  of  Colonel  James  Frye  of  Andover, 
Mass.,  who  died  from  wounds  received  at  the  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill  ;  and  he  was  thus  the  last  of  a  race  of  citizen 
soldiers  who  had  taken  active  and  honorable  part  in  the  wars 
of  the  last  century  and  a  half  in  this  country.  At  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  late  war  Major  Frye  was  practicing  law  in 
Bridgeport  in  company  with  General  \V.  H.  Noble.  He 
immediately  enlisted,  serving  as  a  Captain  in  the  Third  Con- 
necticut Volunteers  through  the  first  campaign  and  after- 
wards raised  a  company  for  the  Ninth  regiment  with  which 
he  served  as  Captain  and  Major.  He  served  with  honor 
through  the  war  and  at  its  close  settled  in  New  Orleans 
where  he  resumed  the  practice  of  the  law,  being  at  one  time 
Justice  of  the  Sixth  District  of  that  city.  Failing  health  at 
length  compelled  him  to  abandon  the  profession,  and  he  took 
a  clerkship  in  the  Custom  House,  which  he  filled  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  June  22d,  18S1.  Major  Frye  was  graduated  at 
Columbia  college.  New  York,  was  a  man  of  culture  and 
attainments,  of  manly  character  and  genial  disposition  and 
was  greatly  beloved  by  his  many  friends.  He  was  a  member 
of  the' Society  of  the  Cincinnati  and  preserved  unsullied  the 
enviable  record  of  his  ancestors."    He  married  Matilda,  daugh- 

"  Memorial  of  Rev.  Peter  Lockwood,  22. 

"  The  following  article  from  ihe  Bridgeport  "Standard"  of  April  30th,  1861, 
gives  an  account  of  an  affair  in  which  Major  Frye  was  an  Important  actor : 

One  of  tiie  most  intcresiing  occasions  which  we  have  ever  known  in  Bridge- 
port, occurred  last  evening  at  Washington  Hall.  Company  D,  3d  Regiment, 
Conn.  Volunteers,  were  marched  into  the  crov.rded  hall  at  7^2  o'clock,  and  a 
public  presentation  took  place  of  the  following  articles  from  the  ladies  of  Bridge- 
port: A  sword  and  belt  and  pair  of  epaulets  to  Captain  Frye,  and  Lieutenant's 
epaulets  to  the  two  Lieutenants  of  the  Comp.^n^ — from  Samuel  Baldwin,  Esq.,  a 
51 
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ter  of  the  late  Benjamin  Brooks  of  Bridg'eport,  who  survived 
him,  with  two  daughters,  Mrs.  George  C.  Waldo  of  Bridge- 
port, and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Hillman  of  Hope  Villa,  Louisiana.  He 
was  fifty-seven  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Major 
Frye  left  no  brother  but  he  had  three  sisters,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Rock- 
well of  Staten  Island,  Mrs.  Geo.  K.  Sistare  of  New  York 
City,  and  Mrs.  Hanford  Lyon  of  Bridgeport. 

The  Ancient  Commissions  granted  to  James  Frye"  under 
George  the  2d  and  George  the  3d,  by  Phipps,  Shirley  and 


revolver  to  Captain  Frye.  A  revolver  was  also  presented  to  Orderly  Sergeant 
Doane  and  some  other  articles  to  other  members  of  the  Company.  The  presen- 
tation address  was  made  by  H.  T.  Blake,  Esq.,  and  Captain  Frye  and  his  ofBcers 
happily  responded,  after  which  Rev.  Mr.  Thompson  addressed  the  Volunteers  in 
some  appropriate  and  eloquent  remarks.  Captain  Frye  who  leaves  a  large  and 
excellent  law  practice  in  this  ci)y,  and  a  most  interesting  family,  in  order  to  serve 
his  country,  comes  of  a  gallant  and  distinguished  lineage,  his  ancestors  for  five 
generations  back  having  served  as  officers  in  the  various  wars  of  our  country's 
history. 

In  1698,  James  Frye  served  as  Captain  in  the  Massachusetts  troops  against 
the  Indians.  In  1744,  his  son,  James  Frye,  was  present  as  a  Lieutenant  from 
Massachusetts  at  the  capture  of  Louisburg,  and  was  afterwards  Colonel  in  the 
"Old  French  Wars."  .An  original  draft  of  the  terms  of  the  capitulation  of  Louis- 
burg is  still  in  the  possession  of  the  family.  In  1775,  his  son,  James  Frye,  was 
present  as  Colonel  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  with  him  there  was  his  son, 
Frederick  Frye  (then  18  years  of  age),  who  afterwards  received  a  Lieutenant's 
commission  in  the  Revolutionary  Army.  The  latter  was  in  command  at  Gover- 
nor's Island  during  the  War  of  l3l2,  and  his  son,  Daniel  M.  Frye,  father  of  the 
present  Captain  Frye,  served  as  captain  in  the  same  war.  We  had  the  pleasure  of 
examining  last  evening  the  original  conmissions  that  were  issued  to  these  gallant 
men  bearing  the  autographs  of  Wm.  Stoughton,  Wm.  Shirley,  John  Hancock, 
Joseph  Warren,  Geo.  Washington  and  others.  We  were  also  shown  the  badge 
and  certificate  of  the  Order  of  Cincinnati,  received  by  Lieutenant  Frye  in  1784,  and 
of  which  order  Captain  Frye  is  at  present  a  membe This  certificate  is  signed  bv 
Geo.  Washington,  who  was  president  of  the  society  at  the  time  it  was  issued. 
One  of  the  epaulets  worn  by  Colonel  Frye  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  was  also 
exhibited.  Captain  Frye  has  raised  his  company  by  his  own  exertions,  and  left 
with  them  tiiis  morning  for  Hartford.  He  is  followed  by  the  warm  regards  of  a 
host  of  friends,  and  from  our  own  knowledge  of  his  many  noble  and  manly  qual- 
ities, we  feel  assured  that  he  will  approve  himself  a  worthy  representative  of  his 
illustrious  ancestry. 

'■*  The  Salem,  Mass.,  "Gazette,"  in  an  issue  during  1S75  makes  the  following 
allusion  to  the  Frye  family  : 

Colonel  yantes  Frye. — One  of  the  Heroes  of  Bunker  Hill. 

Among  the  notices  which  have  been  made  of  the  recent  celebration  in  Boston, 
the  name  of  Colonel  Frye  is  simply  given,  while  many  who  bore  a  far  less  impor- 
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Harrison  Gray,  his  commission  as  Colonel  of  Continental 
Troops,  signed  by  Joseph  Warren  just  before  the  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill,  and  another  signed  by  John  Hancock  the  week 
after  the  battle,  the  epaulet  worn  at  the  battle  by  Colonel 
Frye,  the  draft  of  the  capitulation  of  Louisburg,  the  certifi- 
cate of  membership  in  the  Order  of  the  Cincinnati  signed  by 
Washington  and  Knox,  Major  Frederick  Frye's  service  sword, 
the  sword  presented  to  him  by  the  ladies  of  Bridgeport,  as 
related  below,  his  commissions  in  the  Federal  army,  etc.,  etc., 
are,  with  man}^  other  family  documents  and  relics,  in  posses- 
sion of  George  C.  Waldo,  of  Bridgeport,  son-in-law  of  Major 
Frye. 

Hon.  Tlpapliras  J^urv  GoodseV  was  born  in  Brook- 
field,  Conn.,  near  the  close  of  the  year  1S17,  and  his  early 
education  was  obtained  in  the  schools  of  that  town.  At  the 
age  of  thirteen  he  left  home  to  make  his  own  way  in  the 


tant  part  in  the  first  great  battle  of  the  Revolution  have  been  made  the  subject  of 
special  and  extended  notice. 

In  Alden  Bradford's  account  of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  referring  to  the  offi- 
cers who  particularly  distinguished  themselves  by  their  activity,  zeal  and  courage, 
he  says:  "We  may  justl}'  name  General  Israel  Putnam,  Colonel  William  Pres- 
cott,  Ebenezer  Bridge,  James  Frye,  and  Moses  Little,"  etc.  Why  the  name  of 
Colonel  Frye  should  have  been  wholly  omitted  in  the  historical  notices  and 
orations  of  the  present  celebration  can  only  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  none 
of  his  family  are  now  around  Boston  to  call  attention  to  his  history. 

He  was  the  fourth  in  his  line  who  had  held  office  and  done  service  in  the  old 
Continental  armies  during  the  French  and  Indian  wars.  His  ancestors  had  settled 
in  New  England  early  in  the  17th  century  and  the  family  lived  in  Salem  and  after- 
wards in  Andover,  where  was  a  famous  elm  which  stood  near  the  mansion, 
long  kno\vnas  the  Frye  tree.  When  the  war  of  the  Revolution  began.  Colonel 
Frye  at  once  placed  himself  and  his  soldiers  at  the  ser'  ice  of  his  country,  and  was 
called  into  action  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  Here  he  received  a  wound  which 
resulted  in  his  death  about  three  months  after.  But  although  his  career  was  thus 
early  terminated  his  name  and  family  continued  to  be  represented  in  the  army. 
On  the  night  before  the  battle,  his  son,  Frederick  Frye,  then  a  mere  youth,  accom- 
panied  him  to  the  field  as  a  volunteer,  and  for  his  bravery  was  shortly  after  pro- 
moted to  a  captaincy,  in  which  capacity  he  served  during  the  war.  Captain  Frye 
afterwards  had  command  at  Governor's  Island  in  New  York  harbor,  and  at  Fort 
Mifflin.  He  died  in  the  city  of  New  York  at  the  residence  of  his  son,  D.  M.  Frye, 
Esq.,  about  the  year  1S30.  His  grandson,  Frederick  Frye,  named  after  him, 
enlisted  in  the  army  at  the  first  call  for  volunteers  during  the  late  civil  war,  served 
as  captain  in  the  battle  of  Bull  Run,  and  during  the  rest  of  the  war  was  major  of 
the  gih  Connecticut  regiment.  He  was  the  sixth  in  his  line  who  had  been  in  the 
army. 
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world.  He  became  a  merchant  and  was  a  manufacturer  of 
iron  furnaces,  in  the  town  of  Kent,  was  interested  in  the  fur- 
nace at  Bull's  Bridge,  and  at  one  time  was  postmaster.  About 
1848  he  came  to  Bridgeport  and  soon  his  interest  in  public 
affairs  brought  him  prominently  forward  as  a  politician,  and 
he  was  appointed  in  1S52  postmaster  of  this  city  by  President 
Franklin  Pierce,  serving  four  years,  and  again  in  1S56  by 
President  Buchanan,  holding  the  otSce  until  the  accession  of 
President  Lincoln — eight  years  in  all.  He  was  popular  and 
efficient,  and  his  office  was  excellently  conducted.  He  was 
mayor  of  the  city  in  1S71-72-73,  and  filled  many  minor  city 
offices.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Trinity  Episcopal 
Church,  was  long  a  Vestr\'man,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
was  its  Junior  Warden.  Mr.  Goodsell  died  October  loth, 
1884,  at  Brookfield  Center,  in  the  house  in  which  he  was 
born.  Through  life  he  had  manifested  a  strong  attachment 
for  his  birthplace,  and  seemed  happiest  while  among  the 
objects  which  brought  to  his  mind  memories  of  it.  In  matur- 
ity this  feeling  grew  stronger  and  he  decided  to  improve  and 
embellish  the  place,  which  he  did,  afterwards  repairing  there 
each  successive  season.  It  became  known  as  the  Goodsell 
House,  and  man}-  a  city-seeker  for  pleasure  has  been  charmed 
by  its  situation  and  natural  beauties. 

Mr.  Goodsell  was  a  man  of  genial  temperament,  kind, 
considerate  and  hospitable,  and  possessed  a  host  of  friends. 
He  had  seen  Bridgeport  grow  from  a  little  village  to  a  large 
city  and  had  taken  an  active  and  honorable  part  in  its  develop- 
ment. A  self-made  man,  working  up  from  small  beginnings 
and  limited  opportunities,  he  secured  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  nis  fellow-citizens  and  was  honored  for  his  excellent  char- 
acter as  a  man,  his  fidelity  in  every  public  trust,  and  his  con- 
sistent illustration  ot  the  faith  which  he  professed.  His  family 
consisted  of  his  wife,  tour  sons,  Zalmon,  Granville  \V.,  Periy 
S.  and  E.  B.  Goodsell,  Jr.,  and  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Samuel  S. 
Banks,  all  of  Bridgeport.'^ 


The  Goodsell  family. — R.  B.  Lacey,  Esq  ,  President  of  the  F.iirfield  County 
Historical  Society,  furnishes  the  following  record  of  the  family  of  the  Hon.  E.  B. 
Goodsell :  Epaphras  Burr  Goodsell  was  fifth  in  descent  from  the  first  or  original 
settler  of  the  Goodsell  name  in  this  country,  from  whom  a  very  numerous  and 
worthy  family  has  descended.    Thomas  Goodsell,  of  Wales,  emigrated  from  Liver- 
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Mohert  Suhhavd,,  M.D.,  was  born  in  upper  Middle- 
town,  now  the  town  of  Cromwell.  Conn.,  xA.pril  27,  1826,  being 
the  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Elizabeth  Hubbard.  His  father  was 
a  sea  captain  for  many  years  in  the  West  India  trade,  but 
finally  left  the  sea  and  gave  his  whole  time  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  his  farm.  He  was  descended  from  a  prominent  line 
of  the  Hubbard  family  which  came  to  Boston  about  1634,  and 
afterwards  removed  to  the  vicinity  of  Hartford  or  Middle- 
town.  The  mother  of  Robert  Hubbard  was  Elizabeth 
Roberts,  whose  father  was  a  farmer  of  Middletown,  Conn., 
and  whose  land  possessions  included  the  beautiful  site  now 
occupied  by  the  Connecticut  Hospital  for  the  Insane. 

Robert  Hubbard  was  reared  on  the  farm,  attending  public 
school  winters,  as  was  the  custom  at  the  time,  until  he  was 
seventeen  3-ears  of  age,  when  he  entered  the  academy  at 
Cromwell,  Conn.,  Mr.  Jared  O.  Knapp — afterwards  a  clergy- 
man— being  principal,  and  whose  special  favor  was  of  great 
value  to  the  young  student,  who  gave  every  energy  to  the 
improvement  of  his  opportunities  for  education,  during  the 
two  succeeding  years,  employing  his  vacations  on  the  farm 
and  in  other  ways  to  replenish  the  continued  depleted  treasury. 
At  the  end  of  three  years  he  had  prepared  himself,  and 
entered  Yale  College  in  1846.  At  the  end  of  the  Freshman 
year  he  was  offered  the  position  of  principal  in  the  Durham 
Academy,  which  he  accepted  intending  to  return  to  college 
after  securing  funds  for  that  purpose.  During  the  first  year 
in  the  academy  he  continued  his  college  studies,  but  was  then 
induced  by  Doct.  Benjamin  Fowler  to  enter  upon  a  course  of 
medical  study,  and  at  the  end  of  the  second  year  in  the 
academy  he  entered  Doctor  Fowler's  office  as  a  medical  stu- 
dent. From  the  first  he  manifested  peculiar  aptness  in  this 
study,  and  hence  success  in  it  was  no  difficult  attainment. 
At  the  end  of  one  year  with  Doctor  Fowler,  he  removed  to 
New  Haven  and  entered  the  office  of  Doct.  Nathan  B.  Ives, 
where  he  continued  his  studies,  and  also  attended  Medical 
lectures  at  Yale  College,  where  he  was  graduated  in  185 1,  as 
Valedictorian  of  his  class. 

In  the  autumn  of  185 1  he  settled  in  Bridgeport  as  a  physi- 
cian and  hung  his  sign  in  the  shutter  of  a  drug  store  in  Wall 
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street  and  boarded  with  Capt.  Hinman,  then  proprietor  of 
the  City  Hotel.  He  rapidly  secured  friends  and  an  established 
practice  and  in  May,  1854,  formed  a  co-partnership  with  Doct. 
David  H.  Nash,  which  continued  successfully  for  seventeen 
years.  On  April  25,  1855,  he  married  Cornelia  Boardman, 
youngest  daughter  of  Sherman  and  Sophia  Hartwell,  and 
they  have  one  son  and  two  daughters,  all  residents  of  Bridge- 
port. 

In  1861,  upon  recommendation  of  the  State  Medical 
Society,  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Buckingham  one  of 
the  eight  Medical  Examiners  of  Surgeons  and  assistant  Sur- 
geons for  regiments  raised  in  this  State.  In  1862  he  was 
commissioned  Surgeon  of  the  17th  Regiment,  Conn.  Volunteer 
Infantry.  After  a  few  months  service  in  this  capacity  he  was 
promoted  to  be  Surgeon  of  brigade  under  General  Howard 
and  shortly  before  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville  was  pro- 
moted to  be  Surgeon  of  General  Devon's  di\ision.  For 
meritorious  conduct  at  Chancellorsville  he  was  again  pro- 
moted to  Medical  Inspector — assistant  medical  director — on 
his  stafif.  At  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  he  served  as  Medical 
Director  in  charge  of  the  nth  corps,  after  which  he  joined 
his  regiment  at  Collett's  Station,  Va.  When  the  nth  corps 
was  ordered  to  Lookout  Mountain  he  again  served  as  its 
Medical  Director  under  General  Hooker  and  in  that  capacity 
took  part  in  the  battles  of  Lookout  Mountain,  Missionary 
Ridge  and  Ringold.  Shortly  after  this  campaign  he  was 
forced,  on  account  of  ill  health,  to  resign  his  commission  and 
return  to  his  practice  at  Bridgeport.  In  1870  a  severe  attack 
of  sciatica  impelled  him  to  spend  some  months  in  Germany. 
In  1871,  his  wife,  Mrs.  Hubbard,  died,  and  the  same  year  his 
partnership  with  Doctor  Nash  was  dissolved.  In  1874  and 
also  in  1876  he  represented  the  city  of  Bridgeport  in  the 
General  Assembly,  and  twice  he  was  nominated  on  the  repub- 
lican ticket  for  the  4th  Congressional  district.  In  1879  ^^'^s 
elected  president  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society.  In 
1883,  he  spent  the  summer  in  European  travel,  and  again  in 
1885  he  went  abroad  for  a  short  time.  Doctor  Hubbard, 
notwithstanding  his  thirty-five  years  of  constant  labor  in  his 
profession  is  still  engaged  in  active  labor  as  a  physician. 
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Wniium  H.  Hall,  son  of  Wm.  Stewart  Hall,  for- 
merly of  Walling-ford,  is  a  native  of  Springfield,  Mass.  He 
began  his  mercantile  life  as  clerk  in  the  store  of  T.  P.  Chap- 
man of  New  Haven,  on  the  15th  day  of  July,  1S46,  which 
gives  him  just  forty  years  of  experience  in  business  life.  Mr. 
T.  P.  Chapman's  wife  was  the  daughter  of  Sherman  Hart- 
well,  of  Bridgeport,  and  hence  began  Mr.  Hall's  acquaint- 
ance in  this  city,  to  which  he  came  after  serving  tour  years  at 


pool.  Eng.,  to  this  country  about  1678.  His  name  first  appears  in  the  records  of 
Branford,  or  East  Haven.  Conn.,  1679.  In  1705  he  was  taxed  on  £i2?i  estate.  In 
170S-Q  on  £isi — the  highest  on  the  list  of  that  town.  He  was  a  prominent  and 
influenti.il  man.  In  1679,  at  the  age  of  thiriv-three  years,  he  married  Sarah 
Hemingway.  Their  sons  were  Samuel,  born  16S5  ;  Rev.  Thomas,  born  1702,  and 
Rev.  John,  born  December  21,  1705.  fohn  was  educated  at  Yale  College,  mar- 
ried in  1724  Mary  Lewis,  of  Stratford  (Old  Mill)  and  was  settled  as  the  first 
minister  of  the  Church  of  Christ  on  Greenfield  Hill  (F.Tirfteld)  at  its  organization 
in  May,  1726.  This  was  his  only  settlement.  His  ashes  repose  in  the  Greenfield 
Cemetery  under  the  slab  with  this  simple  inscription  : 

"  Here  lies  buried  the  body 

of  the  Rev.  Mr. 

John  Goodsell, 
who  departed  this  life 
December  26th,  1763. 

Aged  57  years." 

Rev.  John  and  Mary  (Lewisi  Goodsell  had  ten  children,  of  whom  Epaphras 

was  the  fifth,  or  of  the  sons  the  second.    He  married  Burr  and  had  six 

children,  three  of  whom  were  sons  and  of  whom  Zaimon  was  the  youngest. 
Zalmon  married  Eliza  Cornwall,  of  Brookfield,  ("onn.,  where  he  spent  most  of  his 
life  and  raised  a  familv  of  two  sons  and  five  daughters.  Hon.  E.  B.  Goodsell  was 
the  second  son  of  Zalmoti  and  was  born  in  1817,  as  has  been  stated,  in  the  snme 
house  in  which  he  died. 

Captain  William  Goodsell  of  Bridgeport  was  an  older  brother  of  Zalmon. 
He  was  in  the  butchering  business  here  in  the  early  part  of  this  century  and  the  pio- 
neer in  that  line.  He  lived  on  Main  street  where  Congress  street  enters  it.  His 
slaughter  house  stood  on  the  bank  in  the  rear  of  the  present  C.  W.  Fox  property 
extending  over  tide  water  supported  by  high  posts.  In  later  years  we  have  heard 
a  great  deal  about  C.Tptain  Goodsell's  "  old  slaughter  house  \ard  "  in  tlie  contro- 
versies of  Mr.  Benjamin  Ray  vs.  others  as  to  title  of  land  in  that  vicinity. 

Captain  William  Goodsell  married  Prudence  Nichols.  They  had  sons — Burr 
(born  1S03),  George  of  New  Haven.  Conn.,  William  and  Henry — and  daughters. 

Jane  married  Nathaniel  Paddock  Crosby. 

Elizabeth  married  William  H.  Bissett. 

Maria  married  Starr  Sherwood. 

None  survive  except  Burr,  the  oldest,  who  now  resides  in  Hartford. 
Burr  Goodsell  and  Pad.  Crosby  were  famous  saddlers  in  the  palmy  days  of 
that  industry,  and  William  H.  Bissett  a  well  known  harness  maker. 
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New  Haven.  He  engaged  in  the  employ  of  Messrs.  E. 
Birdsey  and  Company  of  Bridgeport,  dry  goods  merchants, 
where  he  remained  seven  years,  and  then  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  Mr.  David  M.  Read  under  the  name  of  Hall  and 
Read,  which  continued  twenty  years,  and  was  then  dissolved 
in  1877. 

In  1878  Mr.  Hall  had  erected,  fitted  and  arranged  spe- 
cially for  his  business,  the  building  where  he  is  now  located, 
under  the  firm  name  ol  W.  B.  flail  and  Company,  corner 
of  Main  and  Cannon  streets,  and  although  ample  at  first 
he  has  had  it  twice  enlarged,  and  has  a  contract  made  for 
a  third  and  spacious  addition.  At  present  the  floor  space 
for  the  retail  department  is  130  feet  by  90,  or  including  a  por- 
tion of  the  basement,  10,500  square  feet,  in  actual  use  every 
day.  The  arrangement  of  each  and  every  department  is  very 
complete,  business-like  and  convenient ;  but  the  need  of  more 
room  is  evident  on  any  day  of  middling  favcjr  for  shopping. 
The  proprietors'  office  and  the  book-keeper's  desk  arc  favor- 
able for  consultation  at  any  moment  required,  the  well 
ordered  business  arrangements  being  such  that  it  is  not  neces- 
sary for  the  proprietor  to  hide  out  of  sight  at  a  distance  in 
order  to  secure  quiet  sufficient  to  conduct  the  work  of  the 
establishment. 

This  is  a  first-class  dry  goods  house;  the  sale  of  im- 
ported goods  —  specially  silks  of  various  styles  and  qual- 
ities—  being  a  large  department  of  the  house.  Also  the 
sales  by  mail  and  express  has  grown  into  surprising  pro- 
portions. It  is  a  matter  of  credit  to  Bridgeport  that  a 
dry  goods  house  of  only  eight  years  standing  is  now  deliv- 
ering goods  in  every  State  in  the  Union  amounting  to  tens 
of  thousands  of  dollars  ;  it  being  a  matter  of  actual  history, 
that  Bridgeport,  through  one  of  its  leading  dry  goods 
stores,  as  well  as  by  its  score  of  mammoth  manufacturirg 
houses,  is  being  published  in  fame  all  over  the  great  States  of 
the  nation,  and  that  the  riches  of  the  Republic  of  America  are 
flowing  into  it.  This  may  well  be  called  a  family  dry  goods 
house,  because  of  the  great  number  of  families  it  regularly 
supplies  with  merchandise,  thousands  of  dollars'  worth  of 
goods  being  sent  to  each  of  a  score  or  more  cities  in  this  tarn- 
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ily  trade  ;  Chicago,  the  Queen  of  the  West  in  commerce,  being 
one  of  them.  The  department  of  ready  made  ladies  goods, 
especially  cloaks  and  dresses,  is  very  large,  two  cutters  of  these 
goods  being  constantly  employed ;  and  their  custom-made 
work  keeps  a  number  of  the  most  thoroughly  practiced  hands 
employed  steadily.  The  storage  department  of  the  house  is 
a  wonder.  Here,  in  the  basement  of  the  building,  goods,  hav- 
ing been  bought  in  large  quantities,  are  kept  in  stock  until 
wanted  in  the  salesrooms;  and  each  morning  the  clerks  go 
down  and  select  such  goods  as  they  need  for  sale  that  day. 
To  build  up  such  a  house  is  a  fitting  reward,  and  well  worth 
the  steady  efforts  of  any  man  for  forty  years,  as  has  been  the 
case  with  Mr.  Hall. 

Mev.  Gideon  Uaicley''  son  of  Gideon  and  Eunice 
(Jackson)  Hawley,  was  born  in  Stratfield,  November  5,  1727. 
His  mother  died  when  he  was  three  days  old,  and  his  father 
about  three  years  after.  He  was  graduated  at  Yale  College 
in  1749,  and  having  early  in  life  resolved  to  be  a  missionary 
to  the  Indians,  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Fairfield  East 
Association  May  23,  1750,  and  commenced  his  missionary 
career  at  Stockbridge,  Mass.,  in  1752,  under  the  patronage  of 
the  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards,  then  pastor  at  that  place.  Here 
he  labored  until  the  next  spring  when  he  was  sent  by  "  the 
Commissioners  of  Indian  affairs"  at  Boston  to  establish  a  mis- 
sion on  the  Susquehanna  among  the  Iroquois  nation.  He  re- 
turned to  the  East  the  next  year  and  was  ordained  as  mis- 
sionary to  the  Indians,  at  the  Old  South  meeting  house  in 
Boston.  Shortly  after,  he  returned  to  his  field  of  labor  on  the 
Susquehanna,  at  the  place  called  Oughquanga,  where  he 
continued  until  May,  1756,  when  he  was  obliged  to  withdraw 
from  that  country  on  account  of  the  French  war. 

In  1757,  the  Commissioners  of  the  society  for  propagating 
the  Gospel,  persuaded  him  to  visit  the  tribe  of  Indians  at  Marsh- 
pee.  Here  he  was  installed  April  10,  1758,  and  here  he 
passed  the  residue  of  his  life — nearly  half  a  century — in  the 
most  benevolent  and  self-denving  labors  for  the  salvation  of 
the  Indians.    He  died  October  3,  1807,  aged  So  years. 
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Alfred  Chovles  Ilohhs,"  the  third  son  of  John  L.  Hobbs, 
was  born  in  Boston,  Mass.,  October  7,  1S12.  His  father,  a 
carpenter  and  joiner  by  trade,  came  from  London,  England, 
to  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  to  do  the  work  on  a  dwelling- 
house  for  the  governor  of  that  State.  His  mother  came  from 
Welch  Pool,  a  town  in  Wales,  and  was  living  with  her  brother 
on  Sullivan's  Island,  near  Charleston,  where  she  became  ac- 
quainted with  Mr.  Hobbs,  and  they  were  married.  After  the 
work  on  this  house  was  completed  the}'  removed  to  Boston, 
Mass.,  where  he  established  a  shop  on  Water  street,  on  a  part 
of  the  land  now  covered  by  the  Boston  post  office.  The  son 
well  remembers,  when  about  three  years  old,  that  his  father 
left  Boston  with  a  party  to  settle  in  Florida,  leaving  his  family 
to  follow  as  soon  as  a  house  could  be  built.  The  party  landed 
at  Mobile,  the  father  went  up  the  river  to  St.  Stevens,  pur- 
chased a  place  and  commenced  building  a  house,  but  died 
very  suddenly  before  it  was  finished,  leaving  his  family  in 
Boston  destitute.  Young  Hobbs  lived  with  his  mother  until 
ten  years  of  age,  going  to  school  occasionally,  playing  truant 
quite  often,  and  in  man}'  ways  trying  to  earn  a  few  pennies, 
which  went  into  the  grand  fund  for  family  support. 

In  the  month  of  February,  1822,  he  left  Boston  with 
James  Fowler,  of  Westheld,  Mass.,  then  a  member  of  the 
legislature,  to  do  chores  and  work  on  the  farm,  where  he 
found  that  a  Boston  boy  100  miles  from  home  was  a  fit  sub- 
ject for  training  by  all  the  other  boys,  but  within  a  month  he 
had  tried  titles  with  so  many  and  came  off  the  best  that  he 
soon  led  the  van  in  the  frolics  and  fun  of  the  place.  In 
accomplishing  the  work  he  had  to  do — rising  with  the  sun 
and  milking  the  cows  often  after  dark — he  had  learned,  at  the 
end  of  the  four  years,  all  he  desired  to  know  of  farming,  and 
returned  to  Boston  to  find  another  occupation.  He  obtained 
a  place  in  a  dry  goods  store  in  Cornhill,  but  soon  went  to 
learn  the  trade  of  wood  carving,  having  an  older  brother  over 
him.    This  place  did  not  suit  and  he  tried  ne.xt  a  carriage 

"  At  a  regular  meetingof  ihe  F.Tirfield  County  Historical  Society  held  February 
12,  18S6,  it  was,  on  motion. 

"Resolved,  That  Mr.  A.  C.  Hobbs  be  and  is  hereby  requested  to  furnish  a  si^etch 
of  his  professional  career  as  an  expert  with  locks,  and  to  furnish  his  portrait,  both 
to  be  in  the  History  of  Stratford  and  Bridgeport." 
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body  maker,  but  the  owner,  Mr.  Willard,  in  a  short  time 
failed,  and  this  caused  another  change  to  the  rudiments  of 
carriage  painting,  which  consisted  in  rubbing  off  the  paint 
from  old  carriages  with  pumice  stone  and  cold  water.  This 
employment  did  not  suit  and  the  next  proposition  was  to  be 
a  sailor.  He  secured  a  position  on  board  the  ship  Leonidas, 
bound  for  Charleston,  S.  C,  and  thence  to  Havre,  France, 
but  on  arriving  at  Charleston  it  was  decided  to  return  to 
Boston,  which  was  pleasing  news  to  the  would  be  sailor,  as 
he  had  enjoyed  sufficient  of  that  sort  of  life  before  the  mast. 
He  then  tried  tin  plate  work,  and  then  coach  trimming  and 
harness  making,  which  also  failed  to  satisfy,  and  having  ar- 
rived at  the  age  of  si.xteen  years  he  resolved  to  leave  Boston, 
and  therefore  went  to  Sandwich,  Mass.,  and  finished  an  ap- 
prenticeship at  glass  cutting  at  the  Boston  and  Sandwich 
glass  works.  After  remaining  in  that  place  about  eight  years 
he  returned  to  Boston  and  established  the  glass  cutting  busi- 
ness for  himself,  occupying  a  part  of  a  building  on  Brom- 
field  street.  One  part  of  this  work,  the  cutting  of  glass 
door  knobs,  and  a  new  method  of  fastening  the  knobs  into  the 
socket  by  which  they  were  attached  to  the  locks,  was  in- 
vented and  patented  by  Mr.  Hobbs,  and  this  business  brought 
him  for  the  first  time  in  contact  with  some  of  the  lock  makers, 
and  he  was  finally  induced  to  enter  partnership  in  that  busi- 
ness under  the  name  of  Jones  and  Hobbs,  but  a  very  short 
time  satisfied  him  with  that  enterprise.  During  this  time 
spent  in  Boston,  which  was  about  five  years,  he  had  joined 
the  fire  department  at  the  lime  that  the  volunteers  disbanded 
because  the  mayor  would  not  allow  them  to  have  their  own 
way,  and  he  assisted  in  forming  the  first  paid  fire  department 
in  Boston.  The  first  position  he  held  was  clerk  of  company 
No.  13,  but  in  consequence  of  change  of  residence  he  left  that 
and  joined  No.  7,  and  from  that  was  appointed  foreman  of 
No.  I.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Washington  Light 
Guard,  doing  both  fire  and  military  duty.  He  was  also  pres- 
ident of  the  Boston  Musical  Education  Society,  and  a  member 
of  the  Massachusetts  Charitable  Mechanics  Association. 

After  giving  up  the  firm  of  Jones  and  Hobbs  an  arrange- 
ment was  made  with  Edwards  and  Holman,  lock  and  safe 
makers,  to  open  a  store  in  New  York  and  sell  their  locks  and 
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fire  proof  safes.  This  arrangement  did  not  prove  satisfactory 
to  Mr.  Hobbs,  but  during  the  time  thus  employed  the  con- 
struction of  locks  was  carefully  studied  and  those  locks  that 
others  valued  seemed  worth  but  little  to  him.  He  soon 
became  acquainted  with  Day  and  Newell,  the  prominent 
bank  lock  makers,  and  made  an  arrangement  with  them  to 
take  the  entire  charge  of  selling  their  bank  locks.  In  order 
to  succeed  in  this  line  it  was  necessary  to  prove  to  bankers 
that  the  locks  they  were  using  were  not  secure.  Therefore 
he  made  a  very  fine  set  of  tools  by  which  he  could  demon- 
strate the  proposition  that  their  vaults  and  safes  could  be 
opened.  Equipped  with  a  lock  and  his  box  of  suspicious 
implements,  he  made  his  first  call  on  a  bank  at  Stamford, 
Conn.  They  had  on  their  doors  what  was  known  as  a  Jones 
padlock,  which  was  considered  invulnerable.  It  held  an  iron 
strap  over  the  key  hole  of  an  Andrew's  bank  lock,  which  had 
cost  the  bank  $150.  In  addition  they  had  what  is  known  as  a 
Warded  lock,  making  three  locks,  any  one  of  which  was 
considered  quite  secure  against  being  opened  without  the 
proper  key.  Also  a  supposed  secure  lock  was  placed  on  the 
outside  door  of  the  bank.  After  a  long  conversation  with  the 
bank  directors  it  was  decided  that  if  the  lock  on  the  outside 
of  the  door  and  the  vault  could  be  opened  in  two  hours  with- 
out injuring  the  locks,  they  would  purchase  a  new  lock.  Mr. 
Hobbs  then,  after  examining  the  key  holes,  selected  a  few 
instruments  from  his  assortment,  opened  the  outside  door  and 
the  three  locks  on  the  vault  in  twenty-three  minutes.  No 
further  argument  was  needed,  the  new  lock  was  purchased 
and  their  vault  made  secure.  This  occurred  in  January,  1847. 
From  that  time  until  185 1  his  whole  attention  and  time  was 
occupied  in  visiting  banks,  including  nearly  all  in  the  United 
States.    The  following  letter  is  of  interest. 

"Treasury  of  the  United  States. 
Washington,  22  February,  1850. 
"We  hereby  certify  that  Mr.  H.  C.  Jones  sold  to  the  Department  one  of  his 
best,  large,  patent  combination  locks,  which  was  placed  on  one  of  the  doors  of  the 
money  vault  in  this  office.  Mr.  Jones  seemed  confident  that  it  was  impossible  for 
his  said  lock  to  be  picked,  and  said  many  things  to  prove  his  confidence  in  its 
perfect  security.  Having  become  satisfied  that  Mr.  Jones's  combination  lock  had 
been  picked  in  New  York  and  elsewhere,  we  lost  confidence  in  the  one  of  his  on 
the  vault  door,  which  we  reported  to  the  treasurer.    The  department  authorized 
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the  purchase  of  a  lock  exhibited  by  Mr.  A.  C.  Hobbs,  agent  for  '  Day  and  Newell's 
Parantoptic  Bank  Lock.'  After  the  same  had  been  carefully  e.xamined  b}'  some 
of  our  most  skillful  and  competent  mechanics  it  was  put  upon  the  vault  door  in 
the  place  before  occupied  by  Mr.  Jones's  combination  lock. 

"We  further  certify  that  Mr.  Hobbs  did,  without  having  seen  the  key  or 
interior,  pick  and  open  the  said  Jones  lock  without  the  least  injury  to  the  same. 

Wm.  D.  Nutt." 

In  the  year  1S48  Mr.  Hobbs  was  at  the  bank  of  Lancaster, 
Pa.,  putting  on  a  lock  that  he  had  sold  them.  As  the  cashier 
came  in  the  bank  with  his  morning  paper,  he  said,  "Mr. 
Hobbs,  there  is  something  for  you,"  throwing  down  his  New 
York  paper,  in  which  was  an  advertisement  from  a  Mr. 
VVoodbridge,  of  Perth  Amboy,  offering  $500  to  any  one  who 
would  open  his  lock  then  on  one  of  Herring's  safes  in  the 
Merchant's  Exchange  reading  room  in  New  York.  Mr. 
Hobbs  said  to  the  cashier,  "  That  is  my  money."  "  What," 
said  he,  "do  you  think  you  can  open  it?"  "Yes,"  said  Mr. 
Hobbs,  "and  I  leave  for  New  York  as  soon  as  I  have  finished 
putting  on  this  lock."  Away  went  Mr.  Hobbs  to  New  York, 
found  Mr.  Woodbridge,  saw  the  lock  and  safe  with  a  card  on 
the  door  offering  the  reward  of  S500  to  an}'^  one  who  would 
open  the  lock  in  thirty  days  by  any  instrument  of  their  own, 
or  he  would  let  them  have  the  use  of  the  key  for  one  dollar 
per  hour,  first  having  the  movable  bits  taken  out  and  dis- 
tributed. There  being  twelve  bits  to  the  key  would  give 
479,001,600  changes,  or  diff'erent  ways  of  putting  the  bits 
together,  leaving  but  one  way  only  that  would  open  the  lock. 
In  order  to  have  the  test  fairly  conducted,  there  were  three 
arbitrators  appointed  to  attend  and  decide  upon  the  arrange- 
ment for  the  trial.  Mr.  Woodbridge  had  unlimited  confidence 
in  his  lock  and  thought  he  knew  all  about  making  and  opening 
it.  The  arbitrators  agreed  that  if  Mr.  Hobbs  did  not  open 
the  safe  he  should  write  a  certificate  that  "  He  had  access  to 
the  lock  for  thirty  days  and  could  not  open  it,  and  therefore 
considered  it  perfectly  safe  and  recommended  it  to  the  pub- 
lic." Mr.  Woodbridge  had  a  check  on  the  Mechanics'  Bank 
of  New  York  for  $500,  signed  by  his  father.  This  was  put  in 
an  envelope  and  placed  in  the  safe,  to  be  the  property  of  the 
one  opening  the  safe. 

Mr.  Hobbs  then  said  to  Mr.  Woodbridge,  "You  don't 
own  that  money.    It  is  a  check  of  your  father's,  and  I  do  not 
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want  it  under  such  circumstances.  Let  the  arbitrators  open 
the  safe,  take  your  check  out  and  give  me  my  certificate, 
withdraw  your  advertisement,  and  call  it  square.  But  it  you 
leave  it  there  1  will  surely  take  it."  Mr.  Woodbridge.  with 
a  derisive  laugh,  said,  "  Go  ahead,  1  will  risk  it."  Mr.  Hobbs, 
knowing  the  general  construction  of  the  lock,  had  his  instru- 
ments  all  made,  and  arranged  with  the  janitor  of  the  room  to 
have  the  use  of  it  at  night.  Mr.  Woodbridge  had  so  con- 
structed the  lock  that  if  any  attempt  was  made  to  withdraw 
the  bolt  before  the  tumblers  were  all  in  their  proper  position, 
any  key  or  instrument  that  might  tlien  be  in  the  key  hole 
could  not  be  withdrawn,  and  by  that  means  the  opening  of 
the  lock  would  be  made  impossible.  Alter  the  room  was 
cleared  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening  Mr.  Hobbs  began  his 
work  on  the  lock,  and  at  half  past  eleven  had  the  measure- 
ments of  the  required  position  ot  the  tumblers  all  marked  out 
and  the  bolt  ready  to  be  withdrawn.  Instead  of  having  any- 
thing that  could  be  held  in  the  key  hole  he  had  a  piece  of 
bent  wire  with  which  he  could  withdraw  the  bolt,  and  left 
the  safe  in  that  condition  through  the  night.  He  called  on 
Mr.  Woodbridge  quite  early  in  the  morning  and  told  him 
there  was  some  trouble  with  the  lock,  and  requested  him  to 
be  at  the  room  by  ten  o'clock  sure.  Mr.  Woodbridge 
seemed  quite  happy  and  evidently  thought  his  trap  had 
caught  something  in  the  lock.  Mr.  Hobbs  also  notified  the 
arbitrators  to  be  there  at  ten  o'clock  and  then  returned  and 
sat  down  by  the  safe,  with  the  piece  of  wire  hanging  out  of 
the  key  hole,  to  prevent  any  one  touching  it.  Sometime 
before  ten  o'clock  the  room  began  to  fill  up,  and  all  were 
wondering  about  the  result  of  the  night's  work.  Some 
thought  it  must  be  a  failure  and  others  expressed  doubts. 
The  arbitrators  came,  but  Mr.  Hobbs  answered  no  questions. 
Soon  after  ten  o'clock  Mr.  Woodbridge  came  and  there  being 
quite  a  crowd  around,  he  called  from  a  distance:  "  Hallo,  Mr. 
Hobbs,  what  is  the  trouble?"  "There  is  something  the  mat- 
ter with  the  lock,"  said  Mr.  Hobbs.  "  What  is  it?"  said  Mr. 
Woodbridge.  Mr.  Hobbs  then  carefully  moving  the  wire, 
pulled  the  door  of  the  safe  open  and  said,  "  Your  lock  wont 
keep  the  door  shut." 

The  arbitrators  handed  the  check  and  certificate  to  Mr. 
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Hobbs,  who  went  immediately  to  the  Mechanics'  Bank,  ob- 
tained the  S500,  and  destroyed  the  certificate,  leaving  Mr. 
Woodbridsre  in  char^je  of  his  lock  and  safe,  a  wiser  man  than 
he  was  the  day  before. 

Mr.  Hobbs  continued  traveling  and  selling  bank  locks, 
and  as  it  was  important  that  he  should  carry  his  box  of  what 
might  have  been  called  a  set  of  burglars'  tools  to  demonstrate 
the  insecurity  of  the  locks  in  use,  it  was  also  advisable  to 
have  with  him  letters  and  documents  which  would  secure 
him  from  trouble  or  difficulties  of  suspicion  while  among 
strangers.  On  proposing  to  go  to  Europe  he  received  the 
following: 

"Office  of  the  Chief  of  Police. 
New  York,  April  i8th,  1S51. 

"  Alfred  C.  Hobbs,  Esq., 

"Dear  Sir: — Understanding  that  you  are  about  to  go  to  Europe  on  profes- 
sional business,  and  that  it  is  your  intention  to  attend  the  World's  Fair  to  be 
holden  at  the  city  of  London,  I  thought  it  would  be  acceptable  to  you  to  have  in 
your  possession  a  few  lines  from  me  bv  way  of  recommendation. 

"  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  your  acquaintance  since  my  first  connection  with 
the  police  of  this  city,  and  I  can  unhesitatingly  bear  ample  testimony  to  your 
character  as  a  gentleman  and  a  citizen.  Having  been  for  many  years  connected 
with  the  manufacture  of  the  most  celebrated  locks  in  this  country,  I  know  that 
your  knowledge  of  their  structure  is  unsurpassed,  and  would  highly  recommend 
you  to  the  authorities  and  police  of  whatever  European  citj'  you  may  visit.  Wish- 
ing you  much  success,  I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  friend,  George  W.  Matsell, 

Chief  of  Police." 

Mr.  Hobbs  had  often  heard  of  a  wonderful  lock  that  was 
placed  in  the  window  of  the  celebrated  lock  maker,  Bramah, 
of  London,  and  the  offer  of  200  guineas  reward  to  any  one  who 
should  open  it  without  the  key,  and  having  seen  several  of 
the  Bramah  locks  he  felt  quite  sure  he  could  open  this  one 
for  which  the  reward  was  offered.  Therefore  he  left  New 
York  in  April,  185 1,  on  the  steamship  Washington,  for  South- 
ampton, with  the  lock  of  Day  and  Newell  to  exhibit,  and  also 
his  small  chest  of  tools  to  test  the  locks  of  European  tnake. 
While  landing  at  Southampton  the  custom  officer  requested 
him  to  open  the  small  box,  which  he  did,  but  the  expression 
of  the  face  of  that  official  when  he  saw  the  contents  cannot 
well  be  described.  However,  handing  a  letter  to  Mr.  Croskey, 
the  American  consul,  who  stood  by,  an  explanation  of  the 
purpose  of  the  implements  soon  made  all  things  right,  so  that 
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the  mischievous  box  was  passed.  This  box  or  trunk  was 
fifteen  inches  long,  eight  wide,  and  eight  deep,  having  six 
trays  in  which  the  tools  and  instruments  were  carried.  Dur- 
ing a  few  hours  spent  with  Mr.  Croskey  he  desired  to  know 
what  was  to  be  done,  and  atter  hearing  the  explanation,  and 
Mr.  Hobb's  binding  him  to  say  nothing  about  it,  Mr.  Croskey 
said  that  for  the  first  time  he  had  heard  an  American  express 
a  desire  to  have  anything  he  knew  kept  quiet,  and  it  anything 
could  be  done  to  raise  the  comparative  standard  of  the  Amer- 
icans he  would  be  delighted,  for  their  show  at  the  Crystal 
Palace  was  very  poor,  consisting  as  it  did  of  a  few  barrels  of 
shoe  pegs,  some  bunches  of  brooms  and  a  few  x\merican  car- 
riages. 

A  few  days  after  Mr.  Hobbs  arrived  in  London  he  called 
on  the  American  minister,  Mr.  Abbott  Lawrence,  with  whom 
he  had  been  acquainted  in  Boston,  and  inlormed  him  some- 
what with  the  object  of  his  visit.  The  locks  of  Day  and 
Newell  had  not  been  on  exhibition  long  belore  ihev  attracted 
considerable  attenti(jn,  especially  by  many  of  the  exhibitors 
of  locks,  and  much  to  the  annoyance  of  Mr.  Hobbs.  His 
reputation  as  an  expert  on  locks  having  gone  before  him,  he 
was  asked  many  questions  which  did  not  receive  direct 
answers,  since  he  carefully  avoided  saying  anything  about 
what  he  intended  to  do  or  what  he  had  done.  He  visited  and 
examined  the  great  variety  of  English  locks,  and  having 
several  times  stopped  at  the  window  of  Bramah,  where  the 
prize  lock  was  exhibited,  became  more  satisfied  about  opening 
it,  but  said  nothing  to  any  one  about  opening  or  picking  locks. 
A  short  distance  from  the  Day  and  Newell  show  case,  in  the 
Crystal  Palace,  was  a  case  that  contained  a  very  good  assort- 
ment of  Colt's  revolving  breech  riries  and  pistols.  One  day 
there  was  quite  a  crowd  gathered  around  it  and  presently  one 
of  the  guards  came  and  said  to  Mr.  Hobbs  that  His  Grace, 
the  Duke  of  Wellington  had  come  to  see  Colt's  revolvers,  but 
the  attendant  was  not  there,  and  asked  if  he  could  open  the 
case  and  explain  them  to  the  duke.  Knowing  where  the  key 
was  kept  he  complied  with  the  request.  Being  through  with 
this  exhibition  the  duke  said  :  "  Now,  Mr.  Hobbs,  what  have 
you  to  show  me?"  His  Grace  was  then  led  to  the  case  pon- 
tainmg  the  locks,  and  upon  their  exhibition  he  expressed 
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much  pleasure,  taking  Mr.  Hobbs  by  the  hand  he  said,  "  With 
your  permission  I  shall  come  and  see  you  again."  The  next 
morning  about  ten  o'clock  he  came  with  the  Marchioness  of 
Duro  and  another  ladv,  and  said  :  "  I  am  so  much  pleased 
with  your  wonderful  lock  that  when  I  told  the  ladies  they 
immediately  desired  to  see  it,  so  I  have  brought  them.''  Alter 
having  seen  the  lock  the  duke  wanted  to  re-examine  the  rifles 
and  pistols,  and  Mr.  Hobbs  explained  them  as  before.  The 
duke,  taking  Mr.  Hobbs  b}'  the  hand,  said  :  "  1  shall  want  to 
see  you  and  talk  about  America."  In  about  ten  days  he  came, 
and  taking  a  seat  near  the  lock  case  with  Mr.  Hobbs,  the 
conversation  lasted  some  time.  Then  the  duke  said  :  "  Now, 
Mr.  Hobbs,  I  want  you  to  explain  that  model  of  Ni-a-ga-ra 
Falls"  (that  stood  near  by).  After  this  explanation  His  Grace 
again  shook  Mr.  Hobbs'  hand  and  thanked  him  for  his  atten- 
tion. A  short  time  after  this,  at  one  of  the  queen's  drawing- 
rooms,  as  the  American  minister  was  passing,  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  (who  was  standing  near  the  queen)  said  :  "  Mr. 
Lawrence,  I  am  pleased  to  see  you.  I  have  seen  the  great 
American  lock.  It  is  one  of  the  finest  things  in  the  exhibi- 
tion, and  Mr.  Hobbs  is  one  of  the  cleverest  of  men."  A  few 
days  after,  Her  Majesty,  the  Queen,  with  Prince  Albert,  sev- 
eral ladies  in  waiting,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  with  attendants, 
came  to  see  the  locks,  having  the  day  before  notified  Mr. 
Hobbs  that  they  were  coming.  From  that  time  to  the  close 
of  the  exhibition  Mr.  Hobbs  was  favored  with  visits  from 
many  of  the  Royalty  to  see  the  great  American  lock. 

The  remembrance  of  these  visits  and  conversations  from 
the  great  persons  of  England  is  very  pleasant,  after  more  than 
thirty  years  have  passed,  and  especially  as  he  drew  some 
little  attention  and  credit  to  the  genius  of  America. 

During  this  time  spent  in  the  exhibition  Mr.  Hobbs  had 
carefully  examined  all  the  locks  that  Bramah  had  in  the  exhi- 
bition, stopped  and  looked  at  the  lock  hanging  in  the  window, 
and  made  himself  fully  prepared  before  making  any  attempt 
upon  the  Bramah  lock.  This  lock  and  the  200  guineas  filled 
his  eye  exactly.  During  this  time,  also,  many  rumors  had 
been  floating  about  that  he  could  open  all  the  locks  in  the 
exhibition,  and  there  were  several  gentlemen  who  were 
anxious  to  have  Mr.  Hobbs  show  how  it  was  possible  tf)  open 
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a  Chubb's  lock.  Mr.  Chubb  had  also  given  several  challenges 
to  get  Mr.  Hobbs  to  make  a  trial.  Therefore  he  informed 
several  gentlemen  that  if  he  got  a  chance  to  test  a  lock  in  use 
on  some  door,  lie  would  show  them  whether  or  not  it  could  be 
opened.  The  following  letter  was  sent  to  Mr.  Chubb  so  that 
he  could  be  present, — taken  from  the  London  "Observer." 

''Gentlemen:  An  attempt  will  be  made  to  open  a  lock  of  your  manufacture 
on  the  door  of  a  Strong-room  at  34,  Great  George-street,  Westminster,  to-morrow, 
Tuesda_v,  at  11  o'clock  a.  m.  You  are  respectfully  invited  to  be  present,  to  wit- 
ness the  operation.  Yours  respectfully,  A.  C.  Hobbs. 

"American  Department,  Crystal  Palace,  July  21. 

"To  Messrs.  Chubb  and  Son,  St.  Paul's  Churchyard." 

Although  Mr.  Chubb  took  no  notice  of  the  communica- 
tion he  sent  a  man  to  look  on.  The  following  extract  from 
the  London  "  Observer"  gives  the  result  of  the  operation  : 

"  London,  July  22,  1851. 
"We,  the  undersigned,  hereby  certify  that  we  attended,  with  the  permission  of 
Mr.  Bell,  of  34,  Great  George-street,  Westminster,  an  invitation  sent  to  us  by  A.  C. 
Hobbs,  of  the  citv  of  New  York,  to  witness  an  attempt  to  open  a  lock  throwing 
three  bolts,  and  having  six  tumblers,  affi.xed  to  the  iron  door  of  a  strong  room  or 
vault,  built  for  the  depositor}' of  valuable  papers,  and  formerly  occupied  by  the 
agents  of  the  South  Eastern  Railway  Company  ;  that  we  severally  witnessed  the 
operation,  which  Mr.  Hobbs  commenced  at  35  minutes  past  11  o'clock,  a.  m.,  and 
opened  the  lock  within  25  minutes.  Mr.  Hobbs,  having  been  requested  to  lock  it 
again  with  his  instruments,  accomplished  it  in  the  short  space  of  seven  minutes, 
without  the  slightest  injury  to  the  lock  or  door.  We  minutely  examined  the  lock 
and  door  (having  previously  had  the  assurance  of  Mr.  Bell  that  the  keys  had 
never  been  accessible  to  Mr.  Hobbs,  he' having  had  permission  to  examine  the 
keyhole  only).  We  found  a  plate  at  the  back  of  the  door  with  the  following  in- 
scription : — 'Chubb's  new  patent  (No.  161,461),  St.  Paul's  Churchyard,  London, 
maker,  to  her  Majesty.' 

"  Mr.  Hardlev,  26,  Great  Earl-street. 
Mr.  William  N.  Marshall,  42,  Charing-cross. 
Mr.  W.  Armstead,  35,  Belitha-villas,  Barnsbury  Park. 
Mr.  G.  R.  Porter,  Putney  Heath. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Wenham,  Effra-vale  Lodge,  Brixton.  ^ 

Mr.  A.  Shanks,  Robert-street,  Adelphi. 

Mr.  T.  Sh.vnks,  Robert-street,  Adelphi. 

Colonel  W.  Clifton,  Morley's  Hotel. 

Mr.  Elijah  Gallow.w,  42,  Southampton-buildings. 

Mr.  Paul  R.  Hodge,  g.  Adam-street.  Adelphi. 

Mr.  Charles  H.  Peabodv,  i,  Norfolk-street,  Strand." 


Notwithstanding  the  above  testimony  Mr.  Chubb  con- 
tinued to  deny  that  his  lock  had  been  fairly  opened. 
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Mr.  Hobbs,  having  disposed  of  Chubb's  lock,  thought  it 
about  time  to  give  his  attention  to  the  challenge  lock  of  Mr. 
Bramah,  and  hence  went  into  the  shop  where  the  lock  was 
hanging  in  the  window  and  asked  the  shopman  if  that  was  a 
real  lock.  "  Of  course  it  is,"  said  the  man.  "Then  I  would 
like  to  see  it,"  said  !Mr.  Hobbs.  The  man,  not  knowing  who 
he  was  speaking  with,  asked  if  he  were  a  locksmith,  to  which 
the  reply  was,  no;  but  that  he  was  very  curious  about  locks 
and  would  like  to  see  it.  Placing  the  lock  in  Mr.  Hobbs' 
hands  the  man  turned  to  w^ait  on  a  customer.  Mr.  Hobbs, 
taking  his  pen-knife  and  feeling  of  the  points  of  the  lock,  the 
man  became  very  much  annoyed,  and  said  :  "  What  are  you 
doing?"  "I  was  only  feeling  of  those  pieces  to  see  if  they 
would  move,"  said  Mr.  Hobbs,  for  he  had  been  told  they 
would  not,  and  that  the  lock  was  a  trap.  But  the  examina- 
tion assured  him  that  it  was  not.  The  man  seemed  very 
much  excited  and  took  the  lock.  Presently  one  of  the  pro- 
prietors came  in  and  Mr.  Hobbs  told  him  he  desired  to  try  to 
open  the  lock,  and  also  told  who  he  was.  In  reply  he  called 
Mr.  Hobb's  attention  to  the  challenge,  which  read:  "The 
artist  that  will  produce  an  instrument  that  will  pick  this  lock 
shall  receive  200  guineas  reward  the  instant  it  is  produced." 
Mr.  Hobbs  then  said  that  it  was  generally  understood  that 
the  offer  was  to  anyone  that  would  pick  the  lock  without 
injuring  it,  regardless  of  how  it  was  done,  and  that  if  they 
would  not  submit  it  to  a  fair  test  they  must  take  it  out  of  the 
window  or  he  would  make  it  known  to  the  public  as  a  fraud. 
The  gentleman  said  he  would  consult  the  proprietor  and  give 
an  answer. 

it  so  happened  on  the  following  morning  that  the  London 
"Times"  had  an  article  giving  a  descripti(jn  of  a  case  of 
jewels,  a  collection  of  great  value  belonging  to  Hope,  the 
banker,  and  saying,  that  "the  case  was  secured  by  one  of 
Bramah's  locks;  that  it  was  also  understood  that  an  Ameri- 
can gentleman  had  thrown  down  the  gauntlet  and  offered  to 
pick  both  Chubb's  and  Bramah's  locks.    Is  it  safe?" 

The  following  morning  a  letter  was  published  in  the 
"Times"  from  both  Chubb  and  Bramah  saying;  "If  the 
American  gentleman  or  any  other  person  will  pick  our  lock 
53 
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he  shall  have  the  200  guineas  reward."  Mr.  Hobbs  went 
direct  to  Bramah  and  said  he  was  satisfied  he  intended  to  do 
what  was  right,  and  in  order  to  have  a  fair  test  they  would 
have  three  arbitrators  to  make  the  arrangements  and  see  that 
the  test  was  fairly  made.  The  arbitrators  were  chosen,  the 
lock  fastened  to  a  door,  and  Mr.  Hobbs  was  notified  that  all 
was  ready. 

He  first  took  measurements  of  the  keyhole.  The  follow- 
ing from  the  London  "Observer"  gives  the  method  of  pro- 
cedure in  opening  the  lock  : 

We  next  come  to  the  mode  in  which  Mr.  Hobbs  felt  out  the  notches  in  the 
sliders  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  them  to  iheir  proper  places.  For  this  purpose 
he  used  a  plain  steel  needle,  with  a  moderately  fine  point,  and  another  wiih  a 
small  crook  at  the  end,  and  something  like  a  crochet  needle  ;  the  former  for  push- 
ing in  the  slider,  and  the  latter  for  drawing  it  back  when  it  had  been  pushed  in  too 
far.  By  feeling  along  the  edge  of  the  slider  delicately  the  notch  was  found  and 
adjusted,  and  its  exact  position  was  then  accurately  measured  by  means  of  a  thin 
and  narrow  plate  of  brass  for  future  reference,  and  marked  upon  the  brass  slider, 
by  wa_v  of  a  record;  so  that  when  the  operator  left  the  lock  at  night  everything  was 
in  its  usual  normal  position,  and  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  if  nothing  had  been 
done  to  it,  but  he  meantime  carried  away  with  him  the  results  of  his  day's 
progress,  and  began  on  the  succeeding  day  from  the  point  where  he  left  off.  The 
lock  which  was  the  subject  of  Mr.  Hobbs'  operations  had  no  less  than  iS  sliders, 
each  ol  which  had  to  be  adjusted  to  its  proper  place,  and  the  reader  will  be  able 
from  this  to  appreciate  the  time,  and  labor,  and  patience  required.  Independently 
of  the  two  small  instruments  we  have  described,  Mr.  Hobbs  used  a  third  bent  one 
as  a  substitute  for  the  small  lever  or  projection  at  the  end  of  the  key  by  which  the 
bolt  is  shot  and  withdrawn.  This  was  also  permanently  fixed  in  the  lock  during 
his  operations,  and  by  a  simple  piece  of  mechanism  so  arranged  as  to  exert  a  con- 
tinual pressure  on  the  cylinder.  The  two  hands  of  the  operator  being  thus  at 
liberty,  he  was  enabled  to  use  both  in  feeling  out  the  notches  in  the  slides,  com- 
mencing with  those  that  offered  the  greatest  resistance,  and  moving  them  up  and 
down  until  he  felt  that  the  resistance  had  ceased,  by  the  notch  being  adjusted  to 
the  steel  plate.  He  thus  proceeded  through  the  entire  eighteen,  and  then  the 
barrel  moved  a  little  round,  and  he  by  this  means  ascertained  that  he  had  got 
the  sliders  adjusted  to  the  false  notches,  and  had  to  commence  de  novo.  By 
repeated  trials  in  this  way  he  succeded  in  finally  adjusting  the  whole  of  the  sliders 
to  their  proper  places  ;  the  cylinder  then  revolved,  and  the  lock  was  opened. 
Although  the  operation  was  performed  by  steps,  and  although  different  instru- 
ments and  different  steps  were  taken  to  accomplish  it — the  spring  being  held 
down  by  one  piece  of  mechanism,  the  sliders  adjusted  by  another,  and  the  cylinder 
turned  by  a  third,  the  committee  have,  on  a  full  consideration  of  all  the  circum- 
stances, come  to  the  decision  that  Mr.  Hobbs  has  fairly  picked  the  lock,  and  have 
decreed  that  he  should  obtain  the  two  hundred  guineas. 


And  also  the  following  is  the  report  of  the  committee : 
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Report  of  the  Arbitrators  to  whom  the  Bramah  Lock  Controversy  has  been  Referred. 
"  Whereas  for  many  5  ears  past  a  p.idlock  has  been  exhibited  in  the  window 
of  Messrs.  Bramah's  shop,  in  Piccadilly,  to  which  was  appended  a  label  with  these 
words  •  '  The  artist  who  can  make  an  instrument  that  will  pick  or  open  this  lock 
shall  receive  200  guineas  the  moment  it  is  produced  ;'  and  Mr.  Hobbs,  of  America, 
having  obtained  permission  of  Messrs.  Bramah  to  make  trial  of  his  skill  in  open- 
ing the  said  lock. 

"  Messrs.  Bramah  and  Mr.  Hobbs  severally  agreed  that  George  Rennie,  Esq., 
F.R.S.,  of  London,  and  Professor  Cowper,  of  King's  College,  London,  and  Dr. 
Black,  of  Kentucky,  should  act  as  arbitrators  between  the  said  parties. 

"That  the  trial  should  be  conducted  according  to  the  rules  laid  down  by  the 
arbitrators,  and  the  award  of  200  guineas  be  decided  by  them  ;  in  fine,  that  they 
should  see  '  fair  play'  between  the  parties. 

"On  July  23d  it  was  agreed  that  the  lock  should  be  enclosed  in  a  block  of 
wood  and  screwed  to  a  door,  and  the  screws  sealed,  the  keyhole  and  the  hasp  only 
being  accessible  to  Mr.  Hobbs,  and  when  he  was  not  operating  the  keyhole  was 
to  be  covered  with  a  band  of  iron,  and  sealed  by  Mr.  Hobbs,  that  no  oiher  person 
should  have  access  to  the  ke3-hole.  The  key  was  also  sealed  up,  and  was  not  to 
be  used  until  Mr.  Hobbs  had  finished  his  operations.  If  Mr.  Hobbs  succeeded 
in  picking  or  opening  the  lock,  the  key  was  to  be  tried,  and  if  it  locked  and 
unlocked  the  padlock  it  should  be  considered  as  a  proof  that  Mr.  Hobbs  had  not 
injured  the  lock,  but  had  fairly  picked  or  opened  it,  and  was  entitled  to  the  200 
guineas. 

"  On  the  same  day  (July  23d)  Messrs.  Bramah  gave  notice  to  Mr.  Hobbs  that 
the  lock  was  ready  for  his  operations. 

"  On  July  24th  Mr.  Hobbs  cominenced  his  operations,  and  on  August  23d 
Mr.  Hobbs  exhibited  the  lock  opened  to  Dr.  Black  and  Professor  Cowper  (Mr. 
Rennie  being  out  of  town).  Dr.  Black  and  Mr.  Cowper  then  called  in  Mr.  Edward 
Bramah  and  Mr.  Brazalgette,  and  showed  them  the  lock  opened.  They  then  with- 
drew, and  Mr.  Hobbs  locked  and  unlocked  the  padlock  in  presence  of  Dr.  Black 
and  Mr.  Cowper. 

"  Between  July  24th  and  August  23d  Mr.  Hobbs' operations  were  for  a  time 
suspended,  so  that  the  number  of  daj's  occupied  by  Mr.  Hobbs  was  16,  and  the 
number  of  hours  he  was  actually  ih  the  room  with  the  lock  was  51. 

"On  Friday,  August  2gth,  Mr.  Hobbs  again  locked  and  unlocked  the  padlock, 
in  presence  of  Mr.  G.  Rennie,  Professor  Cowper,  Dr.  Black,  Mr.  Edward  Bramah, 
Mr.  Brazalgette  and  Mr.  Abrahart. 

"On  Saturday,  August  30th,  the  key  was  tried,  and  the  padlock  was  locked 
and  unlocked  with  the  key  by  Professor  Cowper,  Mr.  Rennie,  and  Mr.  Gilbertson, 
thus  proving  that  Mr.  Hobbs  had  fairly  picked  the  lock  without  injuring  it.  Mr. 
Hobbs  then  formally  produced  the  instruments  with  which  he  had  opened  the  lock. 

"We  are  therefore  unanimously  of  opinion  that  Messrs.  Bramah  have  given 
Mr.  Hobbs  a  fair  opportunity  of  trying  his  skill,  and  that  Mr.  Hobbs  has  fairly 
picked  or  opened  the  lock,  and  we  award  that  Messrs.  Bramah  and  Company  do 
now  pay  to  Mr.  Hobbs  the  200  guineas. 

"  George  Rennie,  Chairman, 
Ed  WD.  C0WFI.R, 
J.  R.  Black. 
"  Holland  street,  Blackfriars,  September  2d,  1851." 
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Comments  of  the  London  newspapers  : 

Since  the  opening  of  Messrs.  Bramah's  lock,  Mr.  Hobbs  and  his  lock  have 
become  the  objects  of  much  interest  and  curiosit}-  to  tlie  visitors  of  the  Great  Exhi- 
bition. Hard-handed  and  intelligent  mechanics  and  delicate  ladies,  scientific 
men  and  saz'ans,  with  dandies  and  dilellanti,  crowd  round  him  whenever  he  makes 
his  appearance  in  -the  United  States  department,  and  listen  with  an  eagerness 
which  at  times  threatens  serious  consequences  ;  for  he  is  almost  overwhelmed  by 
the  numbers  and  the  pressure  to  hear  his  explanations  and  illustrations  of  the 
principle  on  which  the  parantoptic  k)ck  is  constructed.  Whatever  maybe  thought 
of  the  vauntings  of  some  of  his  countrymen,  we  must  say  that  Mr.  Hobbs  has 
invariably  referred  to  himself  and  his  performances  with  much  modesty,  and  never 
makes  any  allusion  to  them  until  questioned  and  pressed  by  those  around  him, 
and  then  treats  them,  not  as  something  wonderful  to  boast  of,  but  the  natural 
result  of  his  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  mechanism  of  locks. 

We  confess  that  the  Americans  in  the  two  public  contests  in  which  ihey  have 
recently  been  engaged  with  us,  have  shown  a  propriety  and  good  feeling  which  is 
calculated  to  shake  our  preconceived  notions  of  the  American  cliaracter.  Commo 
dore  Stevens,  in  his  conduct  of  the  yacht  challenge,  exhibited  throughout  a  gentle- 
manly courtesy  and  a  disposition  to  accede  to  the  wishes  of  his  opponents,  which 
must  produce  a  favorable  impression  upon  the  minds  of  all  who  have  read  the 
correspondence  and  the  details  of  the  contest.  Mr.  Hobbs,  flushed  with  victory, 
and  looked  upon  by  three-fourths  of  the  public  as  little  else  than  a  wizard,  has  been 
snubbed  and  sneered  at  by  some  of  his  opponents  ;  but  yet  there  is  not  a  line  or  a 
word  in  any  of  his  published  letters  at  which  the  most  captious  could  take  offence. 
He  has  a  very  humble  opinion  of  his  own  merits,  and  believes  that  there  are  a 
hundred  men  in  London,  who,  if  they  set  themselves  seriously  to  work,  could  do 
what  he  has  done. 

Mr.  Hobbs  always  takes  great  pleasure  in  referring  to  the 
kind  treatment  and  attention  he  received  in  the  several  con- 
tests he  had  with  his  many  competitors  during  the  time  of 
the  World's  Fair  in  London,  and  well  he  might,  for  they 
made  of  him  a  lion,  and  for  once  he  received  his  merited 
deserts. 

The  excitement  caused  by  the  complete  overthrow  of 
the  locks  in  general  use  in  England  brought  out  many  new 
inventions,  and  some,  although  the  parties  had  reason  to 
believe  to  the  contrary,  still  held  to  their  old  ideas.  Mr. 
Hobbs  had  been  in  London  but  a  short  time  when  he  received 
a  letter  from  William  Brown  of  Liverpool,  the  head  of  the 
House  of  Brown,  Shipley  and  Company,  bankers,  requesting 
him  to  call  at  St.  James  Hotel.  Complying  with  this  request, 
he  found  Mr.  Brown  was  the  inventor  of  a  lock,  which  was 
then  in  use  on  the  bank  of  the  company.  This  lock  he 
thought  very  secure,  and  after  explaining  its  construction, 
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making  sketches  of  some  of  its  parts,  and  showing  how  many 
thousand  and  million  combinations  it  had,  the  various  ways 
it  could  be  locked,  with  only  one  way  to  open  it,  he  asked 
Mr.  Hobbs  how  it  was  possible  to  open  it  without  knowing 
the  word  on  which  it  was  locked?  Mr.  Hobbs  replied  that 
he  thought  the  lock  very  much  like  the  Letter  Pad  Lock  in 
point  of  security,  and  if  so,  it  could  easily  be  opened.  Mr. 
Brown  in  much  surprise  said,  "  you  certainly  do  not  under- 
stand me."  Mr.  Hobbs  requested  him  to  explain  it  again, 
which  he  did,  very  carefully  pointing  out  the  impossibility  of 
opening  it  with  its  many  obstructions,  and  then  asked  again, 
"  Do  you  realh'  think  it  could  be  opened?"  Mr.  Hobbs  saw 
that  he  was  well  satisfied  with  the  lock  as  his  own  invention, 
and  on  his  repeating  the  question  a  third  time  concluded  to 
let  him  enjoy  his  own  opinion  and  said  he  could  not  give  an 
opinion  without  seeing  the  lock  itself.  Mr.  Brown  seemed 
well  pleased  at  this  and  requested  Mr.  Hobbs  to  call  at  their 
Banking  House  whenever  in  Liverpool. 

About  five  months  after,  Mr.  Hobbs  received  a  copy  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Archeological  Society  of  Liverpool, 
which  contained  a  paper  on  locks  by  William  Brown,  ^LP., 
in  which  the  same  lock  was  described,  and  it  wound  up  as 
follows:  "  During  the  time  of  the  exhibition  in  London,  I  saw 
Mr.  Hobbs  and  described  this  lock  to  him.  At  first  he 
seemed  to  think  he  could  open  it,  but  after  a  more  thorough 
explanation  was  made  to  him,  so  that  he  more  fully  under- 
stood the  lock,  I  again  asked  him,  and  his  answer  was  so 
evasive  that  I  concluded  he  could  not  open  it,  and  I  am  hav- 
ing another  like  it  put  on  a  new  safe  that  is  now  being  made 
for  our  bank." 

Mr.  Hobbs,  thinking  it  now  time  to  give  Mr.  Brown  a 
call,  went  to  Liverpool  and  met  him  at  his  Banking  House. 
Mr.  Brown  was  very  glad  to  see  him,  and  said  his  new  safe 
was  just  coming  in,  therefore  he  could  not  show  the  new  lock 
but  that  the  old  one  would  do  as  well.  Calling  his  cashier 
he  directed  him  to  lock  the  safe,  which  he  did.  Mr.  Hobbs 
then  began  to  explain  what  he  should  do  if  he  should  attempt 
to  pick  the  lock.  There  was  no  key,  but  there  was  a  T 
wrench  to  put  in  a  hole  to  throw  the  bolts  when  the  pointers 
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on  the  dial  were  in  their  proper  position.  Mr.  Hobbs  said, 
"you  do  not  think  an  vthino;  of  that  wrench,  do  you?"  "  No," 
he  said,  "  we  put  that  on  the  top  of  the  safe  at  night."  Mr. 
Hobbs  then  said,  "  if  I  wanted  to  open  the  safe  I  should  take 
the  wrench  and  put  it  in,  so  that  I  could  feel  the  bolts  while 
turning  the  pointers  on  the  outer  dials."  Presently  the  cash- 
ier called  Mr.  Brown,  saying  a  gentleman  wished  to  speak 
to  him.  Mr.  Brown  asked  to  be  excused  and  turned  to  go 
away,  but  before  he  reached  the  door,  the  bolts  went  back, 
and  the  safe  door  came  open.  Mr.  Hobbs  then  called  to  Mr. 
Brown  saying,  "  Don't  leave  me  here  with  this  safe  open." 
Mr.  Brown,  in  great  surprise  said,  "  How  did  you  open  it?" 
"  I  don't  know,"  said  Mr.  Hobbs,  "  I  was  turning  the  pointers 
round  and  it  came  open  ;  perhaps  it  was  not  properly  locked, 
have  it  locked  again.  The  cashier  locked  it  again,  and  Mr. 
Hobbs  said,  "  I  will  now  show  vou  how  easy  it  is  to  open  this 
lock."  Then  turning  his  back  to  the  door,  and  without  look- 
ing at  the  lock  opened  it  in  less  than  ten  minutes,  showing 
Mr.  Brown  that  his  lock  was  worthless.  Mr.  Brown  seemed 
very  well  satisfied,  but  not  much  pleased  by  the  information 
he  had  received. 

This  success  of  Mr.  Hobbs  in  showing  the  failings  of  the 
locks  then  in  use  in  England,  and  the  want  of  proper  machin- 
ery in  the  business,  suggested  the  idea  of  starting  a  lock  factory 
with  the  view  of  getting  it  fairly  running  within  three  years 
and  then  disposing  of  it.  Hence  a  partnership  was  formed 
and  a  building  hired  in  Cheapside,  London,  and  the  securing 
of  machinery  to  take  the  place  of  hand  labor  was  begun.  The 
progress  was  so  slow  that  during  the  first  year  but  little  head- 
way was  made.  Being  then  convinced  that  the  time  required 
would  be  much  longer  than  at  first  supposed,  Mr.  Hobbs  sent 
for  his  family,  being  determined  to  carry  out  what  had  been 
started.  The  second  year  began  to  make  some  show,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  third  year  a  new  building  was  required  for  the 
factory,  which  was  built  outside  of  the  city,  retaining  the  one 
at  Cheapside  for  a  store. 

Mr.  Hobbs  was  soon  convinced  that  there  was  a  great 
difference  between  the  English  and  American  way  of  doing 
business,  and  while  pushing  matters  as  fast  as  possible,  he 
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began  to  think  about  returning  to  the  United  States,  although 
he  had  formed  acquaintances  and  associations  that  he  did  not 
like  to  give  up.  The  character  and  notoriety  gained  during 
the  exhibition  held  on,  and  he  received  much  attention  from 
many  in  high  position.  He  became  a  member  of  the  Society 
of  Arts,  and  by  request  gave  a  lecture  before  it  on  the  subject 
of  ancient  and  modern  locks.  Afterward  he  was  called  on  for 
the  same  by  many  corresponding  societies.  He  was  also  an 
associate  of  the  institution  of  Civil  Engineers,  and  wrote  a 
paper  on  the  principles  and  construction  ol  locks.  From  this 
society  he  was  awarded  the  Telford  .Medal,  the  highest 
premium  ever  given  by  it,  and  this  was  the  third  one  brought 
to  the  United  States,  a  representation  of  which  is  herewith 
presented  in  illustration.  It  is  a  most  beautiful  thing  in  itself 
and  as  an  honor  bestowed  as  it  was,  is  well  worth  the  price- 
less estimate  placed  upon  it  by  its  owner. 

As  time  went  on  the  business  of  lock-making  increased 
and  the  addition  of  machinery  suited  for  that  special  purpose 
was  almost  dailv  obtained,  h  new  store  was  added,  and  a 
large  portion  of  the  business  of  the  Government  and  Bank  of 
England  were  given  the  firm,  which  added  very  much  to 
their  position  and  standing.  In  August,  iS6o,  Mr.  Ashly,  one 
of  the  firm,  died,  and  Mr.  Hobbs  then  saw  an  opportunity 
to  sell  out  and  go  home.  A  very  satisfactory  bargain  was 
made  on  one  condition,  which  was  that  the  name  of  Hobbs 
should  be  continued  on  the  sign,  for  which  a  premium  was 
paid ;  and  the  name  of  Hobbs,  Ashley  and  Company  was 
changed  to  Hobbs,  Hart  and  Company,  76  Cheapside.  If  any 
one  should  go  there  and  ask  for  Mr.  Hobbs  they  would  proba- 
bly be  informed  that  he  had  stepped  out. 

Mr.  Hobbs  and  his  family  left  London  in  October,  i860, 
and  arrived  in  New  York  November  ist.  He  has  visited 
London  several  times  since,  and  there  is  no  business  more 
flourishing  in  that  city  than  Hobbs,  Hart  and  Company. 

Eharing  the  nine  and  a  half  years  Mr.  Hobbs  had  been  in 
London  great  changes  had  occurred  in  New  York,  so  that  he 
found  it  not  easy  to  enter  into  satisfactory  business  arrange- 
ments. He  went  to  Boston,  but  finding  nothing  there  more 
promising,  he,  after  a  few  months  returned  to  New  York, 
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There  he  soon  met  Elias  Howe,  Jr.,  with  whom  he  had  an 
intimate  acquaintance  before  he  went  to  England.  Mr.  Howe 
proposed  that  he  should  go  to  Bridgeport  and  take  charge  of 
a  factory  that  was  being  built  for  making  sewing  machines. 
This  position  he  accepted,  after  a  few  visits  ot  inspection,  and 
took  charge  of  the  completion  of  the  building  and  the  fitting 
up  of  the  machinery.  Although  he  had  no  knowledge  of 
sewing  machines,  yet  the  business  was  started  entirely 
under  his  supervision,  and  this  continued  until  Mr.  Howe's 
interference  with  the  details  ot  the  running  of  the  factory 
and  sfivina:  and  contractinar  orders,  made  it  advisable  for  him 
to  resign  his  place,  which  he  did  about  1865. 

While  engaged  in  the  Howe  shop  the  Metallic  Cartridge 
Works  were  built  by  the  firm  of  Schuyler,  Hartley  and  Gra- 
ham of  New  York.  Thev  purchased  two  small  concerns  of 
this  character,  one  in  Springfield,  Mass.,  and  the  other  in 
South  Coventry,  Conn.  In  looking  for  a  suitable  place  to 
build  a  manufactory  they  fixed  upon  Bridgeport,  and  pur- 
chased a  lot  of  land  between  East  Washington  avenue  and 
Barnum  street,  and  bounded  on  the  east  by  Pembroke  Lake 
which  gave  them  the  advantage  of  a  water  front.  They  built 
a  main  building  of  120  feet  by  40.  three  stories  in  height,  and 
a  few  small  wooden  buildings  around  the  yard. 

When  this  was  ended  there  was  but  little  use  for  metallic 
cartridges.  The  breech-loading  pistols  and  guns  were  not 
largely  upon  the  market,  and  for  some  time  the  business 
looked  rather  doubtful.  Mr.  Hobbs  had  been  out  of  employ- 
ment for  a  few  months,  when  on  his  way  to  Washington  he 
went  to  the  store  of  this  firm  in  New  York,  and  inquired  if 
they  desired  any  one  to  take  charge  of  their  cartridge  works, 
when  the  reply  being  in  the  negative  he  went  on  to  Washing- 
ton. The  next  morning  he  received  a  telegram  from  Mr 
Schuyler  requesting  him  to  return  to  New  York  at  once.  On 
meeting  the  firm  he  made  arrangements  to  take  charge  of  the 
cartridge  shop  for  one  year.  This  was  in  1866.  Things 
looked  very  blue.  But  little  could  be  done  excepting  putting 
up  machinery  and  trying  experiments.  The  next  year,  how- 
ever, made  quite  a  different  showing.  Soon  their  buildings 
were  filled,  more  added,  and  at  times  from  1,000  to  1,500  hands 
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emplo3'ed.  From  that  time — i86S — great  progress  has  been 
made.  Cartridges  have  been  made  in  great  numbers,  machinery 
been  constructed  for  making  them,  and  a  very  large  home 
trade  established.  More  land  has  been  purchased,  new  build- 
ings erected,  and  a  large  number  of  hands  employed.  The 
manufacturing  department  has  been  under  the  charge  of  Mr. 
A.  C.  Hobbs,  it  being  considered  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
successful  enterprises  of  the  city  of  Bridgeport. 

PJtilo  Hiii'd  was  born  in  Brookfield,  Conn.,  July  25, 
1795.  He  was  the  son  of  Jabcz  and  Lucy  (Blackman)  Hurd, 
and  attended  school  from  an  early  age  until  his  fourteenth  year, 
assisting  his  father  in  the  work  of  the  farm,  more  particularly 
in  the  summer  months,  and  gaining  therebv  a  vigorous  con- 
stitution  and  industrious  habits.  He  had  a  great  desire  for  a 
thorough  education,  and  for  a  time  attended  the  private 
school  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Williams,  but  from  lack  of  means  he 
was  compelled  to  relinquish  his  studies,  and  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  he  entered  the  store  of  Oliver  Warner  in  New  Milford. 
Here  he  remained  several  years,  during  which  Mr.  Warner 
presented  him  with  the  uniform  and  accoutrements  of  a 
cavalry  soldier  at  an  expense  of  more  than  $100.  This  was 
during  the  war  of  1812,  but  he  was  too  far  from  the  seaboard 
to  see  active  service.  Mr.  Warner  meeting  with  reverses 
young  Hurd  spent  the  summer  in  farming  and  afterward 
found  a  position  as  clerk  in  Woodbury.  In  1816,  in  connec- 
tion with  Frank  Taylor  of  Danbury,  he  opened  a  dry  goods 
store  at  Augusta,  Ga.  They  landed  at  Savannah  during  a 
most  severe  prevalence  of  yellow  fever,  October  3,  1816. 
They  were  quite  prosperous,  but  great  inducements  having 
been  offered  from  Darien,  Georgia,  Mr.  Hurd  went  there  the 
following  year,  remaining  several  years,  during  which  his 
brother  Samuel  Ferris  Hurd  joined  him.  In  1823,  with  his 
brother,  he  opened  a  dry  goods  store  on  the  corner  of  Wail 
and  Middle  streets  under  the  firm  name  of  P.  and  S.  F.  Hurd. 

On  the  6th  of  October,  1823,  he  married  Melinda,  daughter 
of  Agur  Tomlinson  of  Brookfield,  Conn.  x-\fter  several  years 
he  united  with  Isaac  and  William  D.eForest  in  the  Boston 
coasting  trade,  after  that,  with  Stephen  Burroughs  in  the  West 
India  trade,  having  an  interest  also  in  the  whaling  business. 
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He  was  sheriff  during  a  period  of  ten  years,  and  while  occupy 
ing  this  position  was  invited  bv  Alfred  Bishop  to  engage  in  the 
railroad  business,  then  in  its  infancy.  This  was  about  the  year 
1838.  He  bought  the  right  of  way  for  a  portion  of  the  Housa- 
tonic  railroad,  then  was  engaged  on  the  N.  Y.  and  N.  H.  rail- 
road in  the  same  business.  He  located  the  line  of  the  Nauga- 
tuck  railroad,  bought  the  right  of  way,  superintended  the 
construction  of  the  road  until  its  completion  and  in  the  mean- 
time was  made  superintendent  of  the  road,  which  position  he 
held  for  seven  years,  and  on  resigning  received  a  handsome 
silver  salver  and  pitcher  from  the  employees  of  the  road  in 
token  of  their  regard.  He  then  took  charge  of  the  Madison 
and  Indianapolis  railroad  and  its  extension  then  building  to 
Peru,  as  Vice-President  and  Superintendent,  but  receiving  in 
less  than  a  year  a  handsome  offer,  he  came  to  New  York  and 
accepted  the  Vice-Presidency  of  the  Hudson  River  railroad, 
remaining  a  few  years  until  he  was  offered  the  presidency  of 
the  N.  Y.  and  Harlem  railroad.  He  brought  that  road  and  its 
afifairs  into  a  prosperous  condition,  but  at  the  expense  of  his 
own  health,  and  after  partially  recovering  from  a  severe  ill- 
ness, he  resigned  his  position  and  went  to  Florida  and  the 
Western  States,  and  the  following  year  to  Europe,  taking  the 
"grand  tour"  and  spending  the  winter  in  Italy.  He  returned 
in  good  health  and  engaged  in  a  lew  business  enterprises,  but 
for  the  last  twenty  or  more  years  of  his  life  he  has  enjoyed  a 
quiet  leisure,  often  passing  his  winters  in  Florida  or  some 
other  genial  clime  and  his  summers  in  Saratoga  Springs  and 
at  Bridgeport  with  his  daughter  Mrs.  J.  E.  Dunham. 

In  appearance  he  was  very  like  his  mother,  having  all  the 
Blackman  traits,  slender  form,  active  temperament,  black  hair 
and  eyes.  He  possessed  great  energy  of  character,  industry 
and  perseverance.  In  his  late  years  his  loveliness  of  charac- 
ter outshone  all  other  traits.  He  was  a  superior  conversa- 
tionalist, polite  in  his  manners  and  a  great  favorite. 

On  the  6th  of  October,  1873,  he  and  Mrs.  Hurd  celebrated 
their  golden  wedding  in  Bridgeport,  gathering  together  a 
number  of  their  old  friends  for  the  occasion.  Mrs.  Hurd  died 
on  the  3d  of  October,' 1882,  having  lived  with  her  husband  59 
years.    In  Bridgeport  he  engaged  in  many  public  enter- 
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prises ;  was  alderman  of  the  city,  recorder  for  many  years, 
clerk  of  the  Court  of  Probate;  vestryman  and  treasurer  of 
St.  John's  Church;  and  director  of  the  Connecticut  State 
Prison.  He  died  August  14,  18S5,  aged  90  years  and  20  days. 
He  left  three  children,  twelve  grandchildren  and  three  great- 
grandchildren. 

William  .S'.  JRnowlfon.— Prominent  among  the  men 
who  were  identified  with  Bridgeport's  growth  and  pros- 
perity is  the  name  of  William  S.  Knowlton,  who  was 
born  September  27th,  1810,  at  Shrewsbur}-,  Worcester  Co., 
Mass.  He  early  learned  the  trade  of  a  cutler  but  did  not 
follow  it  long,  devoting  himself  to  the  study  of  music  and 
graduating  at  a  then  famous  musical  institute.  From  1838  to 
1842  he  composed  many  pieces  of  sacred  music,  a  number  of 
which  now  rank  among  the  most  solid  and  popular  of  devo- 
tional compositions,  and  although  without  his  name  in  modern 
reprints,  are  recognized  by  many  as  enduring  monuments  of 
his  musical  taste  and  remarkable  skill  in  harmony.  In  1848 
he  formed  a  co-partnership  for  the  prosecution  of  railroad 
contract  work,  and  the  firm  soon  had  heavy  contracts  in  the 
construction  of  the  New  York  and  New  Haven  railroad, 
which  work  ultimately  led  him  to  this  city.  On  the  com 
pletion  of  that  road  he  decided  to  make  Bridgeport  his  home, 
and  continued  to  reside  here  till  the  time  of  his  death.  Many 
of  the  public  works  of  the  city  were  built  by  him  as  con- 
tractor, the  last  being  the  Congress  street  bridge,  after  the 
completion  of  which  he  retired  from  active  business  life. 
Mr.  Knowlton  was  widely  known  and  universally  respected 
among  the  business  men  of  the  community  and  throughout 
the  State.  He  was  a  man  of  sterling  integrity,  genial,  kindly 
feeling,  quick  to  svmpathize  in  the  misfortunes  of  others  and 
ever  ready  to  do  his  share  in  every  good  work.  He  was 
thrice  married,  and  at  his  death  left  one  son,  Colonel  Julius 
W.  Knowlton,  at  present  (1S86)  Postmaster  of  Bridgeport. 

Hou'laiid  Si'ddlet/  Lacetj,  only  son  of  Jesse  and  Edna 
(Munson)  Lacey,  was  born  at  Easton,  Conn.,  April  6,  1818, 
His  early  years  were  spent  on  his  father's  farm.  After  the 
manner  of  the  period,  at  proper  age,  his  time  was  divided 
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between  farm  work  and  attendance  upon  the  common  district 
school.  Later  he  had  the  advantages  of  Mr.  Eli  Gilbert's 
select  school  in  Redding  and  of  the  Easton  academy.  Before 
he  reached  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  commenced  teaching 
school,  which  work  he  pursued  tor  several  terms  in  his  native 
town  and  in  Redding,  "  boarding  around,"  as  was  the  custom. 
Mr.  Henry  Sanford,  ot  this  city,  and  his  brother  Aaron,  long 
a  resident  of  Newtown,  and  Henry  B.  Fanton,  of  Danbury, 
Conn.,  were  among  his  pupils.  In  April.  1S36,  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Bridgeport,  occu- 
pying the  position  of  assistant  postmaster  with  Stephen 
Lounsbury  and  his  immediate  successor,  Smith  Tweedy,  for 
nearly  four  years.  Bridgeport  was  then  a  borough  with  less 
than  three  thousand  inhabitants,  and  everything,  including 
the  mail  service,  was  in  marked  contrast  with  the  present.  It 
was  incorporated  as  a  city  in  1836.  Mr.  Lacey  having  been  a 
continuous  resident  from  that  period  and  closely  identified 
with  its  various  interests,  is  speciall}'  conversant  with  its 
entire  municipal  history. 

Upon  the  opening  of  the  Housatonic  railroad  in  Decem- 
ber, 1S39,  secured  the  position  of  agent  at  Bridgeport, 
which  involved  a  large  share  of  the  responsibility  of  operating 
the  road.  For  several  years  during  the  winter  season  this 
was  the  only  steam  line  between  New  York  and  Albany,  and 
hence  the  traffic  was  very  heavy,  taxing  to  the  utmost  the 
resources  of  the  road.  In  March,  1S44,  he  resigned  this  posi- 
tion with  the  railroad,  not  without  the  remonstrances  ot 
Alfred  Bishop  and  other  leading  men  connected  with  the 
road,  to  accept  a  position  offered  him  by  Messrs.  Harral  and 
Calhoun  as  book-keeper  in  their  saddle  manufactory.  This 
was  at  the  time  one  of  the  leading  manufactories  in  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  doing  a  large  southern  trade,  having  a  ware- 
house in  New  York  and  branch  establishments  in  Charleston, 
S.  C,  and  Saint  Louis,  Mo.  Mr.  Lacey  soon  became  assistant 
manager  of  the  manufactory,  and  in  1853  became  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Harral,  Calhoun  and  Company.  In  1858,  after 
the  death  of  Mr.  Harral,  the  firm  was  reorganized  under  the 
name  of  Calhoun,  Lacey  and  Company,  and  in  1863  the  title 
was  changed  to  Lacey,  Meeker  and  Company.    The  market 
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of  the  saddlery  business  being  chiefly  in  the  south,  the  late 
war  involved  heavy  losses  to  them  and  caused  this  firm,  with 
others,  to  withdraw  and  close  up  the  business. 

Between  the  years  1S40  and  1850  Mr.  Lacey  was  con- 
nected with  the  old  volunteer  fire  department  as  private 
member,  as  foreman  of  Company  No.  i,  and  as  assistant 
engineer.  In  184S  he  drew  and  procured  the  adoption  of  a 
city  by-law  for  a  better  organization  of  the  fire  department, 
which  continued  in  force  until  the  adoption  of  the  paid  system 
in  1870. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  common  council  in  1848,  1852, 
1853,  and  1864.  In  1870  he  was  requested  by  Mayor  Morford 
and  others  to  visit  neighboring  cities  and  ascertain  their 
methods  of  keeping  public  accounts,  and  he  then  drew  the 
plan  of  the  present  financial  system,  which,  upon  some  revis- 
ion by  Francis  Ives,  Esq.,  was  adopted  by  the  common  coun- 
cil February  20,  1871.  At  the  same  time  he  was  appointed 
city  auditor  for  three  years,  and  to  this  office  he  was  reelected 
in  1874,  1877,  and  1880.  He  was  also  connected  almost  con- 
stantly during  the  above  period  with  the  street  and  sewer 
departments,  as  the  clerk  of  the  board  of  road  and  bridge 
commissioners  and  secretary  of  the  park  commissioners,  and 
in  the  adjustment  of  damages  and  benefits  for  street  and  sewer 
improvements.  He  introduced  system  into  the  accounts  of 
the  town  of  Bridgeport  and  since  1S76  has  had  the  sole  charge 
and  management  of  the  Town  Sinking  Fund — involving  a 
heavy  responsibility. 

The  Bridgeport  Annual  "  Municipal  Register  "  originated 
with  him  in  1873,  '^"d  for  ten  successive  years  he  prepared 
and  supervised  its  publication.  It  was  fully  appreciated  from 
the  first  and  is  regarded  as  an  invaluable  work  of  reference. 

His  services  have  been  much  sought  for  on  important 
committees,  and  as  trustee,  executor  or  administrator  on 
numerous  estates. 

One  of  the  earliest  fields  of  usefulness  aside  from  his 
regular  employment  was  in  the  public  schools  of  Bridgeport, 
which  he  found  at  a  very  low  ebb.  His  efforts  resulted  in 
marked  improvement  of  the  central  school.  Other  pressing 
engagements  withdrew  him  from  that  field  and  the  only  part 
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taken  by  him  in  the  more  recent  measures  was  in  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  intricate  financial  questions  and  interests  between 
the  town  and  the  former  school  districts  in  connection  with 
consolidation. 

He  has  always  been  interested  in  local  history,  and  this, 
in  fact,  might  be  styled  his  hobby,  or  his  field  of  recreation, 
since  in  the  house  and  by  the  way  he  lightens  every  work  and 
enterprise  with  inquiry  and  anecdote  of  history. 

It  was  at  his  suggestion  that  his  father-in-law.  Deacon 
Isaac  Sherman,  wrote  a  valuable  series  of  articles,  embody- 
ing his  own  early  recollections  together  with  many  facts 
handed  down  from  the  first  settlers.  These  sketches,  revised 
and  corrected  by  Mr.  Lacey,  are  published  in  this  work,  much 
to  the  honor  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  locality.  He  has 
also  written,  at  the  expense  of  much  time,  research  and 
labor,  many  papers,  articles  and  obituary  notices,  which  have 
been  published  in  various  forms — in  the  "Municipal  Regis- 
ter" and  public  journals  of  the  city,  and  read  before  the  His- 
torical Society,  which  have  added  very  greatly  to  the  remem- 
brance of  the  early  inhabitants  of  the  place,  and  to  the  pleas- 
ure and  satisfaction  of  the  present  generation.  A  very  busy 
man  with  present,  living  issues,  he  has  yet  found  time  to 
rescue  the  graves  of  the  fathers  and  mothers  of  the  early  set- 
tlement from  disgraceful  neglect.  Those  who  have  ancestors 
or  friends  buried  in  the  ancient  Stratfield  burial  ground  owe 
him  a  lasting  debt  of  gratitude  for  his  liberal  expenditure  of 
time,  labor  and  money  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  end. 

In  the  whirl,  excitement  and  cares  of  an  intensely  busy 
life,  he  never  lost  sight  of  his  moral  and  religious  obligations. 

He  began  life  a  total  abstainer  from  intoxicants  and  man- 
fully adhered  to  the  principle  through  many  temptations. 
Very  soon  alter  he  took  up  his  residence  here  he  identified 
himself  with  the  First  Congregational  Church,  then  under 
the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  John  Blatchford  and  entered  the 
choir  and  Sabbath  school.  In  July,  1S37,  he  became  a  mem- 
ber of  that  church  by  the  removal  of  his  relations  from  the 
Congregational  Church  in  Redding,  Conn.  How  thoroughly 
he  has  been  identified  with  the  First  Church  all  these  years 
since,  few  now  on  the  stage  can  know  or  appreciate.  The 
records  of  the  Sabbath  school,  the  Church  and  Ecclesiastical 
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Society  best  reveal  it.  He  was  elected  deacon  of  the  church 
August  30,  1S50,  and  has  served  continuously  since — also  a 
number  of  years  as  clerk  and  treasurer.  For  nearly  fifty  years 
he  has  served  in  one  or  more  of  the  following  capacities: 
society's  treasurer,  chairman  of  the  society's  committee,  Sun- 
day school  teacher,  librarian,  teacher  of  the  Bible  class  and 
superintendent. 

Ttev.  Peter  Locl^vood,  son  of  Lambert  and  Elizabeth 
Lockwood,  was  born  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  February  8,  1798, 
and  was  the  third  of  a  family  of  five  children,  one  of  whom  was 
Roe  Lockwood,  a  well  known  book  seller  in  New  York.  He 
was  descended  from  Puritan  ancestry,  who  stoutly  resisted  the 
encroachments  of  the  Romanists  in  the  days  of  Charles  L 
He  often  related  the  story  told  by  his  mother  of  the  escape 
from  Ireland  in  1641  of  one  of  her  ancestors  by  the  name  of 
John  Roe.  "This  John  Roe  and  his  brother,  in  endeavoring 
to  reach  the  sea  shore  as  they  fled  from  persecution,  took 
refuge  in  the  house  of  a  wealthy  lady  whom  they  knew,  and 
while  receiving  refreshment  were  alarmed  by  the  arrival  of 
officers  in  search  of  them.  The  good  housewife  hastily  hid 
them  in  a  closet  filled  with  soiled  clothes.  The  officers 
demanded,  and  she  delivered  her  bunch  of  keys  to  them, 
having  previously  removed  the  key  of  the  closet  where  the 
men  were  hidden,  but  when  the  officers  had  searched  the 
house  they  asked  if  she  had  delivered  all  her  keys  to  them. 
She  replied  'There  is  the  key  of  the  closet  where  1  keep  my 
dirty  clothes,  if  you  want  to  look  in  there,'  at  which  they 
were  so  disconcerted  that  they  took  their  departure." 

Peter  Lockwood's  youth  was  passed  in  his  native  place 
learning  the  art  of  printing  and  book-binding. 

In  1813,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  he  entered  Yale  Col- 
lege, where,  in  the  m.idst  of  a  successful  scholarship,  "  he, 
with  many  others,  publicly  professed  Christ  in  the  college 
chapel,  on  April  2,  1815,  and  where  he  graduated  in  his 
college  course  in  1817."  He  at  once  entered  the  theological 
seminary  at  Andover,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1820;  and 
in  1821  was  ordained  an  evangelist,  which  work  he  pursued 
three  years  in  New  York  city,  Richmond,  Va.,  and  in  New 
England. 
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On  the  second  day  of  October,  1822,  he  married  Matilda, 
the  daugliter  of  the  Hon.  John  Davenport,  of  Stamford,  Conn. 
In  1824  he  was  settled  as  pastor  at  Peekskill,  on  the  Hudson, 
where  he  labored  two  years,  after  which,  for  a  time,  he  pur- 
sued his  evangelistic  labors  in  Western  New  York. 

On  Sunday,  August  5,  1827,  he  preached  his  hrst  sermon 
in  the  first  Presbyterian  church  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y., 
where  he  became  pastor  and  labored  as  such  with  great 
success  six  }'ears.  From  1834  he  continued  a  classical  school 
in  Binghamton  for  two  or  three  years.  From  October,  1837, 
he  served  as  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church  at  Cortland, 
N.  Y.,  for  five  years.  From  this  place  he  removed,  in  1842, 
to  Berkshire,  Tioga  county,  where  he  labored  as  pastor 
another  five  years,  after  which  he  made  his  residence  in 
Binghamton  until  his  decease,  which  occurred  November 
16,  1882,  in  the  85th  year  of  his  age. 

The  Rev.  J.  P.  Gulliver,  D.D.,  one  of  the  successors  of 
Mr.  Lockwood  in  the  Binghamton  church,  wrote  of  him: 
"  1  have  always  regarded  Mr.  Lockwood,  since  I  knew  him, 
as  a  very  remarkable  man.  His  force  of  character  seemed  to 
press  up  into  view  on  all  occasions  and  in  all  directions,  as  if 
from  an  inexhaustible  fountain.  His  simplicity  and  artless- 
ness  were  even  more  remarkable,  as  it  seemed  to  me.  Happy 
shall  we  be  if  we  can  leave  such  a  record. 

Son,  James  C.  Looniis  was  born  in  Windsor,  Conn., 
April  24,  1S07.  He  prepared  for  college  at  the  grammar 
school  in  Hartford,  entered  Yale  College  in  1824,  at  the  age 
of  seventeen,  and  graduated  with  honor  in  the  class  ol  1828. 
Among  his  classmates  were  the  Rev.  P.  T.  Holly,  for  a  time 
of  this  city.  ex-Governor  Hoppin,  of  Rhode  Island,  Judge 
William  Strong,  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  Loomis  read  law  first  at  Charlotteville,  Va.,  and 
finished  his  law  studies  with  Judge  Clark  Bissell,  of  Norwalk. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Fairfield  county  in  1832,  and 
settled  in  his  profession  with  the  Hon.  Samuel  B.  Sherwood, 
at  Saugatuck,  now  Westport.  He  took  from  the  first  a  very 
respectable  stand  as  a  lawyer,  but  regarding  Bridgeport  as  a 
more  promising  field  for  his  profession,  he  removed  thither  in 
1840,  and  soon  became  actively  interested  in  public  matters. 
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In  1848  he  formed  a  law  partnership  with  George  W.  Warner, 
which  continued  several  years.  He  was  city  attorney  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  ma^-or  of  the  city  in  1S43.  He  twice 
represented  this  town  in  the  lower  house  of  the  State  Legis- 
lature, and  once  or  twice  the  tenth  district  as  Stale  Senator, 
and  by  virtue  of  this  position  became  a  member  of  the  corpo- 
ration of  Yale  College. 

He  married  Miss  Eliza  Mitchell  in  1S33,  who,  with  her 
young  son,  departed  this  life  in  1S41,  which  was  a  very  aftlic- 
tive  occurrence  to  him. 

In  1844  he  married  Mary  B.,  daughter  of  Ira  Sherman, 
Esq.,  and  immediately  settled  in  his  beautiful  home  on  Golden 
Hill.  His  two  children  deceased  while  he  was  living,  the 
daughter  in  early  childhood,  his  son,  of  great  promise,  when 
a  member  of  the  senior  class  in  Yale  College. 

Mr.  Loomis  was  successful  in  business  and  Hnancial  en- 
terprises, and  was  a  public  spirited  citizen.  Upon  the  con- 
solidation of  the  city  schools  he  was  made  the  first  president 
of  the  board  and  had  a  very  active  part  in  the  organization  of 
the  schools.  He  was  one  of  the  first  projectors  of  the  Seaside 
Park,  and  as  one  of  the  commissioners  of  it  was  very  active 
and  influential  in  its  early  improvement.  He  was  president 
of  the  stockholders'  association  for  the  erection  of  the  present 
edifice  of  the  first  Congregational  society  from  1849  until 
about  1S60.  At  his  decease,  September  16,  1S77,  he  was 
president  of  the  following  boards  and  associations:  Bar  Asso- 
ciation of  Fairfield  County,  the  Board  of  Education,  the 
Mountain  Grove  Cemetery  Association,  the  Bridgeport  Li- 
brary Association.  He  was  also  an  active  director  in  the 
City  National  Bank  and  trustee  of  the  People's  Savings  Bank. 

Henry  It.  Parrott  was  born  January  4,  1829.  At 
that  tim.e  his  parents,  Frederick  W.  and  Lucelia  (Remer) 
Parrott,  resided  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Wall  streets.  Mr. 
"H.  R.  Parrott's  education  was  obtained  in  the  private  schools 
of  Ebenezer  French  and  Warren  W.  Selleck  of  Bridgeport, 
and  three  years'  course  at  the  Danbury  Academy  under  the 
instruction  of  Rev.  John  W.  Irwin.  His  business  life  began 
in  the  dry  goods  store  of  Beers  and  Oviatt,  where  he  remained 
until  they  closed  their  business.  Alter  that  he  was  in  the 
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employ  of  James  \V.  Beach  for  a  few  years,  and  then  for 
about  eig'ht  years  in  the  btore  of  E.  Birdsey  and  Company. 
In  1S55,  he  entered  as  agent  the  service  of  the  Adams  Express 
Company,  which  had  just  been  organized.  He  left  that  com- 
pany in  1869  and  organized  the  present  Parrott  Varnish  Com- 
pany, the  products  of  which  have  now  a  world-wide  reputa- 
tion, Mr.  Parrott  being  the  manufacturer  and  general  man- 
ager. 

While  not  having  any  desire  for  political  office,  he  has 
nevertheless  strong,  pronounced  views,  and  is  a  thorough 
Republican,  and  as  such  during  the  late  war  by  his  fearless 
expressions  and  activity  did  much  service  in  the  cause.  In 
recognition  of  his  loyalty  and  business  ability,  the  Adams 
Express  Company  in  1S61,  after  the  battle  of  Bull  Run, 
selected  him  to  reorganize  and  place  upon  a  proper  footing 
their  extensive  business  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

In  his  own  city  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  twice  a  member  of  the  Common  Council,  and  six 
years  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Police  Commissioners.  In 
1873  he  was  elected  a  director  of  the  New  York  and  Eastern 
Railroad  Company,  the  first  organization  looking  to  the  build- 
ing of  a  parallel  road  from  New  York  to  New  Haven.  For 
thirteen  years  he  has  steadily  advocated  the  project,  and  the 
present  favorable  condition  of  the  New  York  and  Connecti- 
cut Air  Line  Railway  Company,  of  which  he  is  the  president, 
is  largely  due  to  his  labors  in  that  direction. 

Henry  SeyDionr  San  ford,  only  son  of  David  C,  San- 
ford,  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Connecticut,  was  born 
in  1832,  graduated  with  honor  at  Yale  College  in  1852, 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1854,  practiced  at  New  Milford  until 
1864,  when  he  removed  to  Bridgeport  where  he  has  since 
resided. 

Mr.  Sanford  is  noted  for  great  energy  and  activity  under 
a  very  great  misfortune.  In  1861,  in  consequence  of  an  acci- 
dental injury  he  was  rendered  totally  unable  to  walk  or  even 
to  stand,  by  paralysis,  which  also  seriously  affected  his  arms 
and  hands.  But  with  constant  effort  he  has  exercised  his 
strength  to  recover  from  this  misfortune  ;  and  since  1864,  has 
followed  his  profession,  both  in  the  courts  and  in  his  office 
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steadily,  and  has  now  a  practice  as  extensive  as  any  lawyer 
in  his  county. 

In  1863,  while  temporarily  living  in  New  York,  he  wit- 
nessed an  instance  of  gross  cruelty  to  a  horse,  which  led  him 
to  write  a  letter  to  the  New  York  "  DaiU'  Times,"  proposing 
the  formation  of  a  society  for  the  prevention  of  cruelty  to  ani- 
mals. This  letter  was  conspicuously  published  in  that  paper, 
and  is  believed  to  have  been  the  first  suggestion  for  such  a 
society  published  in  New  York  or  the  United  States.  This 
letter  attracted  much  attention  ;  the  suggestion  was  adopted, 
and  as  is  well  known,  successfully  carried  out  by  Mr.  Bergh. 
H.  B.  Claflin,  an  uncle  of  Mr.  Sanford's  wife,  bequeathed 
$25,000  to  this  New  York  society,  and  like  societies  have  been 
organized  throughout  the  country." 

Mr.  Sanford  spends  considerable  time  in  the  summers  at 
New  Milford,  and  in  the  spring  of  1871  he  proposed  the 
scheme  and  drew  the  papers  for  the  "Village  Improvement 
Society,"  of  that  place,  which  has  had  very  decided  success, 
and  become  quite  celebrated  throughout  the  country,  through 
lectures  by  the  Rev.  B.  G.  Northrop  on  this  subject,  in  which, 
taking  for  his  text  the  New  Milford  Society,  he  was  influen- 
tial in  forming  more  than  three  hundred  similar  societies. 


"  January  4,  1864,  New  York  Daily  Times. 

After  describing  the  exposure  and  terrible  suffering  of  the  horse  so  cruelly 
abandoned  by  its  owner  and  left  uncared  for  by  the  authorities  of  the  city,  Mr. 
Sanford  concludes  his  letter  as  follows  : 

"Where  the  fault  lies  in  the  neglect  of  this  terrible  case,  I  do  not  know,  but 
in  the  name  of  humanity  I  beg  that  it  may  be  ascertained  and  an  etrective  remedy 
applied.  The  country  has  but  lately  rung  with  eloquent  denunciation  of  the 
brutality  of  a  prize  fight  perpetrated  by  lawless  men,  contrary  to  law,  but  in  some 
measure  palliated  by  public  opinion.  This  brutality  was  perpetrated  by  officers 
of  the  law,  according  to  law,  though  outraging  every  type  of  public  opinion. 

"Such  instances  of  brutality  to  the  helpless  animals  who  serve  us  are  becom- 
ing very  common.  They  should  be  stopped.  If  the  law  is  defective,  amend  it. 
If  the  police  are  remiss,  punish  them.  Good  men  should  interest  themselves  in 
this  matter.  In  Great  Britain  there  is  a  rich  and  powerful  society  for  the  preven- 
tion of  cruelty  to  animals.  There  is  need  enough,  heaven  knows,  for  such  an 
agency  here.    Let  us  all  remember 

"  '  He  prayeth  best  who  loveth  best 
All  things  both  great  and  small. 
For  the  dear  God  who  loveth  us 
He  made  and  loveth  all.' 

"  H.  S.  S." 
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Judge  Lucius  JSLyron  Slade,  son  of  Joel  and  Clarissa 
(French)  Slade,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Hartland,  Hartford 
county,  Conn.,  June  19,  1828.  His  ancestors  in  both  lines 
were  of  the  good  old  New  England  type  and  character. 
Abner  Slade,  his  grandfather,  served  through  the  seven 
years'  war  of  the  Revolution.  Joel  Slade,  the  father,  married 
Clarissa,  daughter  of  William  French,  and  spent  the  early 
part  of  his  married  life  in  Hartland.  Having  improved  the 
advantages  of  the  district  school,  Lucius  M.  Slade  entered 
upon  an  academic  course  and  was  fitted  for  college.  He  then 
engaged  as  a  teacher,  and  for  ten  years  pursued  this  work  in 
private  and  public  schools. 

He  entered  the  law  office  of  Hon.  Hiram  Goodwin  of 
Riverton,  and  completed  his  legal  course  with  the  late  F.  A. 
Palmer  of  Stonington,  and  was  admitted  to  the  New  London 
county  bar,  September  13,  i860.  The  first  three  years  of  his 
professional  life  were  spent  in  Mystic.  Having  attained  to  a 
successful  professional  standing,  he  looked  about  for  a  more 
advantageous  location,  and  as  such  fixed  upon  Bridgeport. 
Here  he  established  his  law  office  in  1863,  and  soon  after  was 
elected  Chief  Judge  of  the  City  Court;  and  in  1866  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  Judge  of  the  Probate  Court  for  the 
district  of  Bridgeport,  which  office  he  held  for  six  consecu- 
tive years,  with  great  acceptance  to  the  public.  Declining  a 
reelection,  he  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession,  which 
he  has  continued  since  that  time.  In  1885,  he  was  elected  to 
the  Legislature,  where  he  distinguished  himself  as  a  success- 
ful worker  and  debater,  and  was  one  of  the  leaders  of  the 
House.  He  was  appointed  on  the  Judiciary  Committee,  and 
alio  chairman  of  the  committee  on  "Revision  of  Rules." 
He  did  considerable  towards  shaping  the  action  of  that 
body,  especially  in  the  line  of  advanced  legislation.  One  of 
these  items  was  the  adoption  of  the  "  Homestead  Bill,"  by 
which  a  certain  amount  of  property  as  a  homestead  was 
exempted  from  execution.  Another  item  was  the  bill  which 
was  passed  effecting  important  changes  in  the  Municipal 
Charter  of  the  city  of  Bridgeport,  securing  particularly  the 
division  of  the  Common  Council  into  two  bodies,  the  alder- 
men and  the  councilmen,  and  establishing  a  board  of  public 
works.    To  this  he  gave  special  attention  and  effort. 
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Another  bill  of  interest  to  the  whole  State  was  drafted 
and  advocated  by  him.  It  was  the  bill  passed  to  regulate  the 
observance  of  the  Fourth  of  July,  confining-  the  celebration  to 
the  daytime  and  relieving  the  night  before  the  Fourth  of  the 
customary  disturbances  of  this  kind,  which  had  become  such 
a  nuisance  as  to  be  almost  unbearable  by  well  people,  saying 
nothing  of  the  sick,  and  the  great  injury  frequently  done  to 
public  and  private  property. 

Judge  Slade  never  married,  but  has  a  pleasant  home  on 
Fairfield  avenue  where  he  resides,  continuing  the  practice  of 
his  profession.  The  Judge  frequently  delivers  public  lectures 
on  commercial  law  as  connected  with  business  life.  He  has 
always  been  found  interested  in  the  growth  and  prosperity  of 
the  city  of  his  adoption. 

Sidney  13.  lieavdfileij,  son  of  Cyrus  H.  and  Maria 
(Burr)  Beardsley,  was  born  in  Monroe,  Conn.,  August  20, 
1822.  He  was  educated  at  Wilton  Academy  and  Yale  Col- 
lege ;  studied  law  with  Reuben  Booth,  of  Danbury,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  August,  1843.  He  commenced 
practice  in  Norwalk,  where  he  remained  until  1846,  during 
which  period  he  was  Judge  of  Probate.  In  1846  he  removed 
to  Bridgeport,  where  he  has  since  resided.  In  1858  he  was 
elected  State  Senator  and  has  been  a  candidate  for  Congress. 
In  1874  he  was  elected  by  the  Legislature  Judge  of  the  Supe- 
rior Court. 

Hon.  Philo  Clark  Cafhoiin,  born  in  Danbury  Decem- 
ber 4,  1810,  was  the  son  of  Philo  Calhoun,  whose  father  had 
for  many  years  been  a  practicing  physician  at  Washington, 
Conn.,  and  of  Sally  J.,  daughter  of  John  McLean  of  Dan- 
bury. Mr.  McLean  was  an  old  resident  of  Danbury,  hav- 
ing held  a  position  of  trust  under  the  government  during 
the  Revolutionary  War,  and  whose  losses  at  the  burning  of 
Danbury  were  such  that  large  grants  of  land  were  afterwards 
^given  him  in  the  Western  Reserve.  Mr.  Calhoun  was  re- 
lated to  the  Hon.  John  C.  Calhoun  of  South  Carolina. 

He  came  to  Bridgeport  about  1826  to  learn  the  saddle 
a.id  harness  business  with  Lyon,  Wright  and  Company. 
His  health  failing  somewhat  he  was  sent  by  the  firm  to 
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Charleston,  S.  C,  with  Lemuel  Coleman  to  assist  in  the  store. 
In  1833-4,  he  returned  to  Bridgeport  and  became  assistant  to 
Hanford  Lyon  in  the  saddlery  business,  with  an  interest  in  the 
profits  of  the  establishment,  which  relation  continued  until 
1838,  when  the  firm  of  Lyon,  Calhoun  and  Company  was 
formed.  In  1843,  another  change  was  made  to  Harral  and 
Calhoun,  which  continued  ten  years,  Mr.  Harral  having  been 
at  the  head  of  the  house  in  Charleston.  In.  1853,  the  firm  be- 
came Harral,  Calhoun  and  Company  by  the  addition  of  Mr. 
R.  B.  Lacey.  In  1858,  a  change  to  Calhoun,  Lacey  and  Com.- 
pany  occurred,  which  lasted  until  1863.  In  the  mean  time 
Mr.  Calhoun  had  largely  withdrawn  from  the  details  of  the 
business  and  devoted  himself  to  the  management  of  the  Con- 
necticut National  Bank,  of  which  institution  he  became  Presi- 
dent in  March,  1847.  He  continued  in  this  position  until  1864, 
when  he  resigned  and  accepted  the  Vice-Presidency  of  the 
Fourth  National  Bank  of  New  York  City,  organized  that  year, 
Morris  Ketcham  being  President,  and  in  the  same  year  he 
was  elected  President.  Upon  his  taking  control,  the  deposits 
of  the  bank  quadrupled  in  a  short  time,  and  it  was  owing 
largely  to  his  management  that  this  became  one  of  the  largest 
deposit  banks  in  the  country.  In  1875,  upon  the  dissolution 
of  the  firm  of  Hoover,  Calhoun  and  Company,  Mr.  Calhoun 
established  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  a  stock  company  for  the  manu- 
facture of  saddlery,  in  which  he  owned  a  controlling  interest 
at  the  time  of  his  death. 

During  his  Presidency  in  New  York  the  bank  was  en- 
gaged in  several  large  transactions,  among  which  were  the 
purchase  of  United  States  bonds,  the  bank  taking  .$5,00-0,000 
worth  at  a  time.  One  of  his  greatest  efforts  was  during  the 
panic  of  1873,  when  in  a  little  over  two  days  more  than  S13,- 
000,000  in  cash  were  paid  out  through  the  Paying  Teller's 
window. 

In  Bridgeport  Mr.  Calhoun  held  many  prominent  offices. 
He  entered  the  Comm.on  Council  in  the  year  1845,  '^"d  con- 
tinued in  that  body  during  that  and  five  successive  years.  In 
1852,  he  was  elected  Alderman,  and  in  October,  1855,  was 
elected  Mayor,  which  office  he  held  for  three  years  afterward. 
He  was  one  of  the  originators  of  the  town  and  sinking  funds, 
and  the  manager  of  them  for  a  number  of  years.    He  was  one 
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of  the  original  stockholders  of  the  Bridgeport  Gas  Light  Com- 
pany ;  also  one  of  the  first  to  subscribe  liberally  towards  the 
public  library,  and  was  very  prominent  in  the  Common 
Council  when  the  water  question  was  under  consideration, 
being  of  great  aid  in  furthering  the  enterprise.  He  repre- 
sented the  town  in  the  Legislature  and  also  the  loth  district 
in'the  Senate.  But  very  few  men  have  exerted  more  influ- 
ence in  official  circles  that  Mr.  Calhoun.  He  was  originally 
a  Whig,  but  when  that  party  broke  up  he  united  with  the 
Democrats,  and  as  such  was  elected  to  the  various  offices 
which  he  held. 

He  was  a  straight-forward  business  man,  not 'afraid  to 
take  responsibility,  always  true  to  his  engagements,  and 
hence  his  character  was  beyond  reproach.  A  prominent 
feature  of  his  character  was  the  interest  he  took  in  young 
men,  whom  he  was  always  ready  to  assist.  He  was  at  the 
time  of  his  death  President  of  the  Fourth  National  Bank  of 
New  York,  and  director  of  the  Connecticut  United  Bank,  a 
director  in  the  Farragut  Fire  Insurance  Company,  treasurer 
of  the  New  Central  Coal  Company,  and  trustee  of  the  mort- 
gages of  several  railroad  companies.  He  also  held  member- 
ship in  the  Union  League  and  L^nion  Clubs.  Socially  he  was 
very  genial,  and  all  who  came  in  contact  with  him,  whether 
of  high  or  low  degree,  loved  him  and  delighted  to  be  his  friends. 

He  had  a  most  remarkable  memory,  being  able  to  repeat 
on  the  spur  of  the  moment  long  pieces  of  poetry.  His 
memory  was  even  more  retentive  in  regard  to  matters  of  im- 
portance. On  financial,  mercantile  or  political  questions,  he 
was  ever  ready  with  the  item,  and  page  of  the  book  which 
sustained  his  proposition. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  after  a  short  illness  with  pneumonia,  died 
March  14,  1882,  leaving  a  widow  and  five  adult  children.  His 
wife,  Caroline,  was  the  daughter  of  Jesse  Sterling,  who  was  a 
prominent  dry  goods  merchant  here  many  years  and  Post- 
master of  Bridgeport  during  four  administrations.  His  son, 
Edward  S.  Calhoun,  married  Alice  Hersey,  and  his  son 
Charles  M.  is  unmarried.  His  daughter,  Louisa  C,  married 
G.  W.  Latham  of  Lynchburg,  Va.,  now  deceased;  Julia  E. 
married  VV.  B.  Cragin  of  New  York  City,  and  Mamie  S.  mar- 
ried J.  S.  Burke  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
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The  following  lines  were  written  by  a  citizen  of  Bridge- 
port on  the  decease  of  Mr.  Calhoun  : 

I  saw  him,  as  he  lay  in  state. 

And,  with  abated  breath, 
I  noted  with  what  courage  great. 

He  had  confronted  death. 

Old  statues  were  recalled  to  me 

Of  heroes  passed  away. 
And  in  those  features  I  could  see 

A  masterpiece  of  clay. 

Three  score  and  ten  of  active  years 

Were  represented  there, 
With  ail  their  hopes,  achievements,  fears, 

And  lines  of  thought  and  care. 

But ;  over  and  encircling  all, 

A  grandeur  was  expressed 
Which  change  of  worlds  could  ne'er  appal, 

As  there  he  lay  at  rest. 

This  cannot  be  the  whole  of  life  ; 

There  must  be  broader  sphere. 
Where  chieftains  in  this  mortal  strife, 

With  vision  sure  and  clear. 
May  act  some  nobler,  higher  part, 

In  enterprise  above, 
And  satisfy  the  yearning  heart 

With  stores  of  endless  love. 

I*et€r  Folandf  a  native  of  Scoharie  County,  N.  Y,, 
established  a  grocery  store  with  Riley  Peck  in  the  city  of 
Albany  in  the  year  1850.  In  1852  he  sold  his  interest  in  this 
store  and  rented  the  Peck  Hotel  in  Albany,  which  interest  he 
sold  in  1857  and  went  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  where,  with  a  Mr. 
Frown,  he  opened  a  wholesale  stove  store.  This  he  continued 
two  years  when  he  sold  it  in  1859,  returned  to  Albany,  and 
with  Mr.  Van  Dewerken  bought  the  Frisby  livery.  In  i860 
he  sold  this  and  bought  the  lease  and  furniture  of  the  Gallup 
Hotel  in  Albany.  In  1864  he  leased  the  Beardsley  Hotel  of 
Albany,  and  in  1867  he  bought  the  lease  and  furniture  of  the 
Mansion  House,  on  Broadway,  Albany.  Having  sold  this 
interest  he  went  on  his  farm,  one  mile  from  the  capital,  and 
in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  returned  to  Albany  and  bought 
the  lease  and  furniture  of  the  City  Hotel,  which  he  sold  in 
1876  and  removed  to  Poughkeepsie,  where  he  leased  the 
Nelson  House.    This  he  sold  in  1880,  came  to  Bridgeport, 
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and  bought  the  lease  and  furniture  of  the  Atlantic  Hotel, 
This  is  a  first  class  hotel  and  is  illustrated  on  page  8i8  of  this 
book,  where  there  is  some  further  account  of  Mr.  Poland  and 
his  family. 

Hon.  Civil io}i  Fones,  the  present  mayor  of  the  city  of 
Bridgeport,  is  a  descendant  of  two  French  Huguenot  families. 
His  paternal  great-grandfather,  Daniel  Fones,  was  one  of  the 
exiles  to  England  during  the  reign  of  Louis  the  XIV,  and 
afterward  became  an  officer  in  the  English  navy,  and  when 
retired  was  given  a  tract  of  land  embracing  1,500  acres  in  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  where  the  old  town  of  Wickford  now 
stands  and  on  which  he  located.  His  son  Daniel  the  grand- 
father, and  Christopher  the  father  of  Civilion,  were  born  on 
the  ancestral  acres,  and  the  latter  married  Sarah  A.  Marigold, 
of  South  Carolina,  who  was  also  a  descendant  of  French 
Huguenots.  While  his  father  was  temporarily  residing  in 
Toronto,  Canada,  superintending  work  in  the  line  of  his  occu- 
pation as  architect  and  builder,  Civilion  was  born  October  i, 
1836,  the  year  of  the  incorporation  of  the  city  of  which  he  is 
now  the  mayor.  He  resided  during  his  youth  in  Canada  and 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  came  from  New  York  City  to 
Bridgeport  in  the  year  1858,  v/here  he  has  since  resided. 

He  was  educated  to  the  occupation  of  his  father  and 
engaged  in  it  for  a  short  time,  but  then  became  identified 
with  the  pioneer  dental  manufacturing  establishment  of  the 
late  Doctor  D.  H.  Porter,  whose  works  and  residence  were 
located  on  the  corner  of  Park  and  Fairfield  avenues,  the 
present  site  of  St.  John's  Church,  where  he  commenced  to 
learn  his  profession  as  dentist,  but  subsequently  graduated 
from  the  Maryland  College  of  Dentistry,  and  also  the  Balti- 
more Dental  College.  He  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Main  and  Bank 
streets  for  about  twenty-five  years,  and  the  appreciation  of 
his  professional  brethren  has  been  expressed  by  electing  him 
president  of  the  Connecticut  Valley  Dental  Association  for  an 
annual  term. 

He  has  been  identified  with  the  republican  party  since  its 
organization,  but  never  held  political  office  until  the  year 
1884,  when  he  was  elected  to  represent  his  ward  as  council- 
man.   The  following  year  he  was  elected  alderman,  and  at 
56 
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the  April  election  in  1886  was  elected  mayor  of  the  city, 
overcoming  an  opposition  party  majority  ot  about  800,  and 
hence  received  an  unusual  support  from  both  political  parties. 

He  married,  October  21,  1863,  Phebe  E.,  daughter  of 
Alfred  S.  Wright,  of  New  York  City,  and  they  have  had 
three  children  :  George,  who  died  in  early  childhood  ;  Grace, 
and  Alfred  C,  who  are  now  living  with  their  parents. 

Jacob  Kiefet'  was  born  in  a  small  town  of  Rhenish 
Bavaria,  near  the  border  of  France,  in  the  year  1829.  His 
father,  Jacob  Kiefer,  was  the  master  builder  and  cabinet 
maker  of  the  place.  His  mother  died  when  he  was  about 
one  year  old.  In  1S33  his  father  concluded  to  go  to  America, 
taking  young  Jacob  with  him,  arriving  in  New  York  after  a 
two  months  passage  by  a  sailing  vessel,  and  settled  at  first  in 
Maryland,  then  coming  to  New  York  City  where  he  carried 
on  the  business  of  cabinet  making  until  his  death  in  1849. 
Young  Jacob  received  his  education  at  public  school  No.  7, 
in  Christie  street.  New  York  City.  At  the  age  of  ten  years 
he  entered  the  service  of  Benjamin  Mooney  and  Company, 
wholesale  hardware  merchants  at  82  Fine  street,  as  an  ap- 
prentice, where  he  remained  about  four  years,  when,  having 
more  mechanical  than  mercantile  ideas,  he  commenced  the 
manufacture  of  guitars  in  his  father's  cabinet  shop,  under  the 
direction  of  Signor  Bini,  the  finest  guitarist  then  in  this 
country.  The  superiority  of  workmanship  and  tone  of  his 
instruments  attracted  the  attention  of  the  musical  public,  and 
at  the  American  Institute  fair  held  at  Castle  Garden  in  1846, 
he  received  the  first  premium,  his  competitors  being  the  best 
makers  in  the  United  States.  His  father  consenting,  he  came 
to  Bridgeport  at  the  solicitation  of  Mr.  Fenelon  Hubbell,  to 
work  as  a  journeyman  cabinet  maker,  where,  after  a  time,  con- 
ceiving the  idea  of  manufacturing  furniture  by  the  aid  of  ma- 
chinery, he,  in  1850,  commenced  business  on  his  own  account  in 
a  small  building,  and  by  the  aid  of  steam  power  manufactured 
furniture  tor  his  old  employers.  In  1852,  in  connection  with 
several  business  men  of  Bridgeport,  he  organized  the  Furni- 
ture Manutacturing  Company,  and  for  several  years  he  acted 
as  superintendent  and  built  up  the  largest  furniture  business 
in  the  eastern  States,  emploving  over  four  hundred  hands. 
Since  1868  he  has  been  the  president  and  treasurer  of  this 
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immense  establishment,  the  goods  produced  being  known 
throughout  the  country  as  the  standard  of  excellence. 

Mr.  Kieter  is  a  public  spirited  and  enterprising  citizen. 
Having  been  a  member  ot  the  old  volunteer  fire  department 
for  about  fifteen  years,  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  suggest  the 
use  of  steam  and  the  organization  of  the  present  efficient  paid 
fire  department,  but  which  at  the  time  made  him  many  ene- 
mies in  the  old  department.  He  was  one  of  the  first  sub- 
scribers to  a  fund  for  laying  out  Seaside  Park,  and  for  several 
years  one  of  the  park  commissioners.  For  a  number  of  years 
successively  he  was  a  member  of  the  common  council,  and  in 
April,  1886,  was  elected  president  of  the  board  of  aldermen  of 
this  city.  In  politics  he  is  republican  in  practice,  and  was 
raised  in  the  old  Dutch  Reformed  Church. 

In  1S50  he  married  Effie  Jane,  daughter  of  Gabriel  Decker, 
of  Pompton  Plains,  N.  J.,  and  they  have  three  children  :  Emma 
Louisa,  who  married  W.  Henry  Wilson;  Hattie  J.,  who  married 
VV.  E.  Burnham  ;  and  Frank  W.,  who  married  Leota  Saladee, 
daughter  of  George  L.  Weed  of  Stamford. 

David  Hetijam  hi  Loch'wood  was  born  at  Weston, 
Conn.,  January  7,  1827.  His  father,  David  Lockwood,  was 
born  at  Weston,  Conn.,  April  27,  1791,  and  his  mother,  Abi- 
gail (Gray)  Lockwood,  was  born  at  Westport,  Conn.,  January 
2,  1802.  His  grandfather,  Reuben  Lockwood  (son  of  John), 
was  born  April  17,  1762,  at  Fairfield,  Conn.,  and  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  The  family  is  descended  from  Robert 
Lockwood,  who  settled  in  Fairfield  in  1649.  David  B. 
has  one  sister,  Rhoda  Ann  Lockwood,  and  one  brother, 
Wakeman  D.  Lockwood.  He  prepared  fo^  college  at  Staples' 
Academy  in  Easton,  Conn.,  and  entered  the  Wesleyan  Uni- 
versity at  Middletown,  Conn.,  in  1844,  and  was  graduated 
there  in  1849.  He  received  the  degree  of  B.A.  upon  his  grad- 
uation, and  three  years  later  the  degree  of  ^LA.  He  com- 
menced the  study  of  law  with  Hon.  Thomas  B.  Osborne, 
of  Fairfield,  and  concluded  it  in  the  office  of  Hon.  Sidney  B. 
Beardsley,  of  Bridgeport.  He  was  admitted  to  practice  in 
185  I  and  opened  an  office  at  Bridgeport  where  he  continued 
in  his  profession  until  1856,  when  he  removed  to  New  York 
City.  He  continued  his  practice  there  until  the  breaking  out 
of  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  when  he  returned  to  Bridgeport, 
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In  1862  he  enlisted  in  the  2d  Connecticut  Light  Battery  and 
served  as  first  sergeant  until  tlie  close  of  the  war,  participat- 
ing in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  the  siege  of  Fort  Gaines  and 
Fort  Morgan,  and  tlie  battle  of  Blakeley  in  the  war  at  Mobile. 
After  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  for  a  while  local  editor  of 
the  "  Daily  Standard,"  and  in  1866  was  assistant  editor  of  the 
VVaterbury  "Daily  American."  In  1867  he  resumed  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Bridgeport  which  he  has  contin- 
ued until  the  present  time.  From  1869  to  1871  he  was  judge 
of  the  City  Court  of  Bridgeport.  In  1875  and  1883  he  was 
representative  in  the  General  Assembly.  He  was  city  attor- 
ney of  the  city  of  Bridgeport  in  1880  and  1885.  He  drew  the 
act  conferring  upon  the  city  court  criminal  jurisdiction  and 
was  the  first  judge  of  that  court  after  its  jurisdiction  extended 
to  the  trial  of  criminal  cases.  He  was  president  of  the  Bridge- 
port Library  Association  in  18S0  and  1881  and  was  largely 
instrumental  in  reorganizing  that  institution  into  the  present 
Bridgeport  Public  Library  and  Reading  Room,  under  the  act 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  1881.  He  was  appointed  one  of 
the  directors  of  the  library  and  has  been  continued  until  the 
present  time.  He  drew  the  act  of  incorporation  of  the 
Mechanics'  and  Farmers*  Savings  Bank  of  Bridgeport  and 
procured  its  passage  through  the  General  Assembl}'  in  1871, 
and  has  since  been  one  of  its  directors.  He  drew  the  amend- 
ment to  the  city  charter  dividing  the  common  council  into 
two  separate  boards.  He  drew  the  act  relating  to  county 
law  libraries  and  organized  the  Fairfield  County  Law  Library 
Association  and  has  been  a  member  of  its  library  committee 
from  its  organization  to  the  present  time.  When  he  took 
hold  of  this  library  it  consisted  only  of  a  few  books  given  by 
Roger  M.  Sherman  and  Judge  Butler,  but  it  now  contains  the 
reports  of  twelve  States  complete,  besides  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court  and  English  common  law. 

He  married  Caroline  Amelia  Redfield,  of  Clinton,  Conn., 
January  11,  1856,  by  whom  he  had  two  children:  Alice  Red- 
field,  born  October  2,  1856,  and  Lester  Burchard,  born  Sep- 
tember 25,  i860.  His  wife,  Caroline  A.,  died  November  5, 
1865.  He  married  Lydia  Ellen  Nelson  October  i,  1868,  and 
their  children  are:  Harriet  Eugenia,  born  August  8,  1869, 
Lucy  Bettie  Josephine,  born  November  19,  1870,  and  Sidney 
Nelson,  born  November  14,  1872. 
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Judge  Lockwood  is  of  commanding  presence,  being  six 
feet  three  inches  in  height  and  weigtiing  nearly  three  hundred 
pounds.  He  is  ranked  as  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the 
Fairfield  count}-  bar.  Hon.  Alfred  B.  Beers  studied  law  with 
him  and  upon  his  admission  to  the  bar  in  1871  entered  into 
copartnership  with  his  instructor,  the  name  of  the  firm  being 
Lockwood  and  Beers,  which  has  continued  to  the  present  time. 

Fredet'ick  J.  I^oclxwood  is  the  owner  of  one  of  the 
model  residences  in  the  city  of  Bridgeport,  and  has  granted 
the  use  of  the  accompan3-ing  cut  as  a  representation  of  it.  It 
is  located  on  West  avenue,  one  of  the  finest  in  the  city.  Mr. 
Lockwood  is  a  young  man,  a  native  of  Bridgeport,  and  has 
been  connected  with  the  Bridgeport  Savings  Bank  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  being  a  successful  business  man.  He  is  the  son 
of  Mr.  Frederick  Lockwood,  who  was  in  former  years  engaged 
in  the  furniture  business  with  Nicholas  Northrop  and  later 
with  Nathan  Buckingham. 

Frederick  J.  Lockwood  is  a  descendant,  through  his 
mother,  of  Robert  McEwen,  who  came  to  Stratford,  from 
Dundee,  Scotland,  in  1686,  and  whose  descendants  have  occu- 
pied very  honorable  positions  in  this  country.  He  married 
in  1884  Miss  Elizabeth  C,  daughter  of  Thomas  Cook  Warden, 
Jr.  They  have  occupied  their  residence  since  it  was  com- 
pleted in  1885. 

David  31.  Head,  merchant  and  manufacturer  in  Bridge- 
port, was  born  at  Hoosac  Falls,  N.  Y.,  and  soon  after  removed 
with  his  parents  to  North  Adams,  Mass.,  where  he  was  edu- 
cated. His  father,  Moses  Farnam  Read,  was  born  in  Smith- 
field,  R.  I.,  and  his  ancestors  in  this  country  in  a  direct  line 
were  as  follows:  i.  Col.  Thomas  Read,  from  Hertfordshire, 
England,  came  to  America  in  1630  with  Winthrop  and  settled 
at  Salem,  Mass.;  ii.  Thomas,  son  of  Col.  Thomas,  lived  in 
Salem,  was  a  captain  of  the  militia;  iii.  Jacob,  son  of  Capt. 
Thomas,  born  September  7,  1663,  married  Elizabeth  Green, 
and  lived  in  Salem  ;  iv.  Jonathan,  the  second  son  of  Jacob  and 
Elizabeth,  was  born  in  Salem,  January  12,  1701,  and  married 
a  Hanson;  v.  John,  son  of  Jonathan,  married  also  a  Hanson; 
vi.  David,  son  of  John,  settled  in  Srnithfield,  R.  I.,  where  his 
son,  vii.  Moses  Farrand  Read,  was  born  and  where  he  resided 
until  he  removed  to  Hoosac  Falls,  and  from  that  place  soon 
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after  he  removed  to  North  Adams,  Mass.  He  married  Sally 
Hopkins  and  their  children  were:  Charles  A.,  Caroline  M., 
Rhoda  A.  and  David  M. 

David  M.  Read  became  a  merchant  and  manufacturer,  as 
described  on  pages  752  and  53  of  this  book,  having  attained  as 
a  merchant,  as  well  as  a  manufacturer,  the  position  of  the  first 
class  as  to  the  extent  and  success  of  his  business.  Besides  the 
public  positions  filled  by  him  as  indicated  on  page  753,  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Legislature  in  1SS2  and  is  vice-president  of 
the  City  Savings  Bank  and  a  director  in  the  Bridgeport 
National  Bank.  His  residence  is  on  Park  avenue  and  his  store, 
occupying  the  first  floors  and  basement  of  two  buildings  in  the 
Wheeler  block,  corner  of  Fairfield  avenue  and  Main  street. 

Mr.  fTanien  Staples,  son  of  Capt.  Hezekiah  and  Eliza- 
beth Staples,  was  born  in  Swanville,  Maine,  January  19,  1824. 
He  worked  on  his  father's  farm  until  seventeen  years  of  age, 
when  he  commenced  teaching  school,  and  continued  in  the 
same  much  of  the  time  until  he  came  to  Bridgeport  in  1854. 
He  engaged  first  as  a  lumber  merchant,  which  he  pursued 
until  1858,  when  he  changed  to  the  Real  Estate  business; 
beginning  at  first  in  a  small  wav,  but  with  a  steady  purpose 
of  successful  work.  Soon  he  added  to  this  Insurance,  and  in 
1874  the  Banking  business.  He  has  been  a  very  active  officer 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  from  its  organization  and  done  much  in 
securing  and  locating  many  of  the  manufacturing  concerns  in 
this  city.  He  has  been  for  many  years  an  active  and  useful 
member  of  the  Board  of  Education,  giving  his  time  and  atten- 
tion freely  to  the  public  interests  in  this  important  department. 
He  is  a  very  busy  man,  but  as  such  is  not  an  exceptional 
character  in  the  city  of  Bridgeport,  where  nearly  all,  how- 
ever much  favored  with  earthly  goods,  even  in  advanced 
years,  attend  to  business  and  public  interest  with  much  faithfni 
attention  and  perseverance.  Hence  Bridgeport  is  not  an  old 
fogy  city. 

Mr.  Staples  married  Harriet  H.  daughter  of  Hugh  Shirley, 
January  19,  1851,  who  died  April  2,  1S52.  He  married  2d,  on 
September  21,  1858,  Sarah  E.  only  daughter  of  Andrew  and 
Sarah  (Turney)  Truby  of  Bridgeport.  They  have  one  child, 
Frank  T.  Staples,  who,  with  his  wife  and  son,  lives  in  the  house 
with  his  parents,  and  where  his  mother  was  born. 
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Hon.  Daniel  H.  SterJing  was  born  July  ^o,  1819, 
and  departed  this  life  March  r,  1877.'*  He  belonged  to  one 
of  the  families  most  thoroughly  identified  with  Bridgeport 
and  the  surrounding  communities.  Jacob  Sterling,  the  first 
of  the  name  in  this  country,  came  from  England,  not  far  from 
the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  located  at  Haver- 
hill, Mass.  That  settlement  suffered  a  terrible  experience  by 
massacre  from  the  French  and  Indians  on  the  night  of  the 
29th  of  August,  1 70S,  by  which  all  but  a  thirteenth  part  of  the 
population  were  slaughtered  and  their  village  burned.  From 
that  desolated  village  young  Jacob  removed  to  Lyme,  Conn., 
and  thence  to  Stratford,  bringing  all  his  worldly  wealth  with 
him — his  axe — upon  his  shoulder. 

He  was  the  son  of  Daniel  and  Hannah  (Judson)  Sterling. 
His  mother  was  the  daughter  of  Col.  Agur  Judson,  of  Hunt- 
ington. He  was  descended  from  Jacob  Sterling,  through 
Stephen,  Abijah  and  Daniel.  He  was  fitted  for  college  in  the 
school  of  Rev.  Birdsey  G.  Noble  and  entered  Yale  in  the  class 
of  1839,  but  changed  to  Union  College,  at  Schenectady,  N.  Y., 
and  was  honorably  graduated  in  1840.  Soon  after  he  entered 
the  firm  of  P.  C.  Wheeler  and  Company,  wholesale  grocers, 
consisting  of  Mr.  Wheeler  and  Woolsey  G.  Sterling.  In  this 
house  Daniel  H.  became  a  partner,  and  upon  the  decease  of 
Mr.  Wheeler,  in  May,  1841,  the  firm  became  D.  H.  Sterling 
and  Company.  The  place  of  business  was  on  Water  at  the 
foot  of  Wall  street.  It  was  at  the  time  the  leading  grocery 
house  of  the  place.  In  1849  ^^is  brother  retired  and  D.  H. 
Sterling,  left  alone,  engaged  in  the  flour  trade.  On  September 
7,  1854,  he  was  elected  a  director  of  the  Connecticut  Bank  and 
continued  such  until  June  5,  1875,  when  he  was  elected  presi- 
dent of  that  institution,  which  position  he  held  at  his  decease. 
He  was  also  a  corporator  of  the  City  Savings  Bank  and  one 
of  its  vice-presidents. 

He  was  elected  mayor  of  Bridgeport  in  i860,  and  reelected 
in  1861  and  1862,  and  during  that  time  was  a  thorough  Union 
man,  sustaining  the  efforts  of  the  model  war  governor — Buck- 
ingham,  by  whom  he  was  highly  appreciated.   The  first  steam 
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fire  engine  was  introduced  during  his  administration,  and  is 
yet  doing  good  service,  bearing  liis  name — The  D.  H.  Sterling, 
No.  I.  He  was  also  vice-president  of  the  Board  of  Education 
and  chairman  of  the  finance  committee.  In  the  years  1848-51, 
in  1S53,  1858,  1870  and  iS/i,  he  was  in  the  common  council, 
and  in  1855  and  1S59  in  the  board  of  aldermen. 

He  was  a  valued  member  of  the  First  Congregational 
Society,  acting  as  committeeman  and  tieasurer  for  a  number 
of  years.  As  a  public  citizen  he  was  a  model  man  in  all  the 
walks  of  life. 

In  1842  he  married  Miss  Maria  M.  Beck,  granddaughter 
of  Paul  Beck,  Jr.,  of  Philadelphia,  who  still  survives  him. 

Colonel  WilUani  II.  Stevenson  was  born  in  Bridge- 
port in  1S47.  He  is  the  son  of  William  G.  and  Lucy  T. 
Stevenson.  In  1S69  he  married  Mary  H.,  daughter  of  Wm. 
J.  and  Mary  H.  Shelton,  and  their  children  are,  William 
Shelton,  Henry  Cogswell,  Louis  Shelton,  and  Mary  Bell. 

Colonel  Stevenson  received  a  good  education  and  was 
fitted  for  college  but  did  not  enter,  going  into  business 
instead.  He  graduated  at  Eastman's  National  Business  Col- 
lege, Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  with  the  degree  Master  of  Ac- 
counts, and  entered  in  1864  the  Housatonic  Railroad  office  at 
Bridgeport,  where  he  remained  several  years,  and  in  1872  was 
appointed  Special  Agent  of  the  New  York  and  New  Haven 
Railroad,  remaining  until  1874,  when  he  was  appointed  Pay- 
master of  the  New  York  Central  and  Hudson  River  Railroads. 
Here  he  served  for  a  portion  of  the  year,  and  in  July,  1874,  he 
•received  the  appointment  of  Superintendent  of  the  Shore 
Line  Road,  one  of  the  leased  lines  of  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  and  Hartford  Road.  This  road  he  continued  to  man- 
age, bringing  it  to  a  high  state  of  efficiency  and  popularity 
till  October,  1882,  at  which  time  he  was  appointed  Superin- 
tendent of  the  New  York  Division  of  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad.  This  position  he  now  holds. 
This  road  is  one  of  the  best  f(;r  its  lengtli  in  the  United  States, 
and  the  traffic  over  it  has  immensely  increased  in  the  last 
quarter  of  a  centurv.  In  April,  1875,  he  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  Common  Council  and  served  upon  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee ;  in  1876  he  was  elected  Alderman  from  his  ward  and  served 
as  chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  and  the  Committee  of 
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Ways  and  Means;  he  was  reelected  x-Mderman  in  1S77  and 
acted  as  chairman  of  the  same  committees.  In  the  same  year 
he  was  nominated  for  Representative  to  the  Legislature  on 
the  democratic  ticket,  but  was  defeated  by  P.  T.  Barnum, 
republican.  In  187S  he  was  again  reelected  Alderman  and 
chairman  of  the  Finance  and  Ways  and  Means  Committees. 
In  this  year,  having  passed  the  required  examination,  he  was 
admitted  a  member  of  the  Fairfield  county  bar.  In  1S81  he 
was  nominated  by  the  democratic  party  for  Mayor  of  the 
city,  but  was  defeated.  In  1884  he  was  President  of  the 
Young  Men's  Democratic  Cleveland  and  Hendricks  Club, 
and  took  an  active  part  in  the  campaign.  Colonel  Stevenson 
was  appointed  Aid-de-Camp,  with  rank  of  Captain,  on  the 
staff  of  Brigadier-General  S.  R.  Smith,  of  Connecticut 
National  Guard  in  1S79.  He  served  as  Captain  till  1S84, 
when  he  was  promoted  to  be  Brigade  Commissary  with  the 
rank  of  Major,  on  the  staff  of  General  Smith.  In  1884  he  was 
appointed  Aid-de-Camp,  with  rank  of  Colonel,  on  the  staff  of 
Governor  Thomas  M.  Waller. 

Colonel  Stevenson  is  an  active  and  prominent  member  of 
several  societies.  He  was  the  third  President  of  the  old 
Eclectic  Club  of  Bridgeport,  for  ten  years  one  of  the  most 
successful  and  popular  social  institutions  in  the  city,  and  was 
its  last  President  at  the  time  that  it  wound  up  its  affairs,  paying 
every  debt  and  declaring  a  dividend  to  members.  In  1884, 
after  serving  in  all  the  lower  offices,  he  was  elected  Grand 
Master  (of  the  Grand  Lodge,  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows)  of  the  State  of  Connecticut.  In  18S5  he  was  elected 
by  the  Grand  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Connecticut,  as  Repre- 
sentative to  the  Sovereign  Grand  Lodge.  In  1886  he  was 
appointed  General  Aid  with  the  rank  of  Colonel  on  the  staff 
of  Lieutenant-General  Underwood  of  the  Military  Branch, 
"Patriarchs  Militant,"  of  the  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  is 
also  a  member  oi  the  Masonic  Order,  having  joined  St.  John's 
Lodge,  F.  and  A.  M.,  of  this  city. 

In  1885  Colonel  Stevenson  was  elected  President  of  the 
Association  of  "American  Railroad  Superintendents,"  and  in 
1885  was  elected  a  member  of  the  "Old  Guard"  of  New 
York  City.  In  1885  he  was  chosen  "Exalted  Ruler"  of  the 
Bridgeport  Lodge  of  the  Order  of  Elks.    Beside  this,  he  is  a 
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Director  in  the  Railway  Telegraph  Company,  also  Director 
in  the  New  York  and  New  England  Railroad  Company,  and  in 
the  Bridgeport  Board  of  Trade.  He  was  appointed  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Order  in  Boston — iS86 — Grand  Marshal  of 
the  Sovereign  Grand  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  the  United  States. 

Colonel  Stevenson  resides  on  Golden  Hill  in  the  brick 
block  recently  erected  on  the  site  of  the  residence  of  the  late 
Wm.  J.  Shelton.  He  has  been  connected  with  St.  John's 
Episcopal  Church,  and  a  member  of  its  vestry  for  man}-  years 
and  has  been  active  in  its  affairs. 

Jiev.  Thomas  J.  S>jmiott  was  born  in  the  county  of 
Kilkenny,  Ireland,  in  i8iS.  After  the  ordinary  preliminary 
education,  he  entered  Carlow  College,  a  well  known  institu- 
tion of  Ireland,  and  there  studied  for  nine  years  completing 
his  theological  course.  As  a  student  he  was  noted  for  the 
thoroughness  with  which  he  mastered  his  subject,  and  always 
stood  high  in  his  class,  among  whose  members  was  the  dis- 
tinguished prelate,  Most  Rev.  Archbishop  Ryan,  who  at 
present  so  ably  governs  the  Archepiscopal  See  of  Philadel- 
phia, Penn.,  and  between  whom  and  Father  Synn(jtt  a  warm 
friendship  sprang  up  which  lasted  through  life. 

He  came  to  the  United  States,  arriving  in  Philadelphia 
in  the  year  1850.  Soon  after  this  he  was  received  into  the 
diocese  of  Hartford  which  at  that  time  included  what  are  now 
the  dioceses  of  Hartford  and  Providence,  and  in  185 1  was 
elevated  to  the  priesthood  by  the  Right  Rev.  Doctor  O'Reilly, 
Bishop  of  Hartford. 

Immediately  after  his  ordination  he  was  attached  to  St. 
Patrick's  Church,  Providence,  as  assistant  to  Rev.  Father 
Wiley,  whom,  after  about  one  year,  he  succeeded  as  Rector. 

St.  Patrick's  parish  did  not  long  enjoy  his  rectorship. 
Bishop  O'Reilly  recognized  in  the  young  and  zealous  priest 
qualities  ihat  eminently  fitted  him  for  the  building  up  of  an- 
other portion  of  his  diocese,  and  in  the  month  of  August,  1852, 
he  was  transferred  to  Bridgeport,  succeeding  Rev.  Father 
Lynch  as  pastor  of  St.  James'  Church,  which  at  that  time  was 
the  only  Catholic  church  in  this  vicinity.  It  was  a  brick 
structure  situated  at  the  corner  of  Washington  avenue  and 
Arch  street.    The  number  of  parishioners  at  that  time  was 
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about  5CX3.  His  new  field  of  labor  was  a  place  that  required 
hard  work,  and  much  tact,  in  the  exercise  of  authorit_y,  and 
the  reverend  gentleman  fulfilled  the  duties  of  his  position  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  superiors. 

There  are  some  yet  living  who  remember  the  noble  and 
commanding  presence  of  the  young  priest  who  then  came  to 
dwell  among  them,  and  who  latel}',  alter  over  thirty  years  of 
service,  beheld  him  laid  to  rest  within  the  shadow  of  the 
noble  edifice  reared  by  his  untiring  zeal  and  energy. 

Not  only  the  Catholics  of  Bridgeport,  but  also  those  of 
the  surrounding  country  looked  to  him  for  religious  instruc- 
tion, and  the  administration  of  the  Sacraments.  East  Bridge- 
port, Fairfield,  Stratford,  Stepney,  and  other  towns  enjoyed 
the  fruits  of  his  labors,  and  he  was  often  obliged  to  travel 
long  distances  on  errands  of  mercy.  Within  a  short  time  after 
his  arrival  he  found  it  necessary  to  enlarge  St.  James'  Church 
to  accommodate  his  growing  flock,  and  also  establish  a  mission 
church  in  East  Bridgeport,  where  he  erected  the  building 
known  as  St.  Mary's,  situated  at  the  junction  of  Crescent 
avenue  and  Church  street,  and  now  used  as  an  academy  by 
the  Sisters  of  Mercy. 

All  this  was  accomplished  within  three  years.  About 
the  year  1855  St.  Mary's  became  an  independent  parish. 

Father  Synnott  then  turned  his  attention  to  the  building 
of  a  mission  church  in  the  town  of  Fairfield,  and,  in  a  short 
tirhe  St.  Thomas'  was  completed.  Thus,  with  rapid  strides 
did  his  energy  push  forward. 

St.  James'  Church,  although  enlarged,  had  now  become 
inadequate  for  the  wants  of  the  parish  and  the  reverend  gen- 
tleman directed  his  efforts  to  the  erection  of  a  suitable  edifice, 
and  the  result  of  his  labors  is  the  beautiful  church  of  St. 
Augustine  which  now  adorns  the  city,  situated  on  Washing- 
ton avenue.  The  corner  stone  of  the  church  was  laid  August 
28th,  1866,  and  was  dedicated  by  Right.  Rev.  Bishop  McFar- 
land  in  June,  1S68. 

His  next  work  was  the  erection  of  the  magnificent  struc- 
ture now  known  as  St.  Agnes'  Convent  and  situated  at  the 
rear  of  the  church,  which  for  style  of  architecture  and  beauty 
of  finish  is  unexcelled  by  any  building  of  its  kind  in  the  country. 
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Although  not  entirely  finished  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
the  work  was  completed  in  a  most  thorough  manner  by  his 
worthy  successor,  the  Rev.  M.  F.  Kelly,  and  opened  as  a 
school  under  the  charge  ot  the  Sisters  of  Mercy  December 
2ist,  1884. 

When  prostrated  by  his  last  illness  he  was  engaged  in 
laying  out  a  tract  of  land,  some  forty  acres  in  extent,  situated 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  city,  which  he  had  donated  to  the 
church  corporation,  and  which  in  time  will  prove  a  valuable 
acquisition  to  the  parish. 

One  of  the  latest  acts  of  his  life  was  the  purchase  of  the 
Billings  homestead,  now  the  pastoral  residence.  He  always 
claimed  that  the  property  would  not  be  complete  without  it, 
and  it  had  long  been  his  desire  to  secure  it. 

Now  that  he  is  gone,  his  judgment  is  manifest,  for,  he  has 
left  a  church  property  which,  for  worth,  beauty  and  excellence 
of  location  is  unsurpassed  by  any  in  the  country. 

A  more  universally  respected  and  dearly  beloved  pastor 
is  seldom  found.  He  had  the  faculty  of  attracting  to  him 
everybody  with  whom  he  came  in  contact,  being  possessed  of 
abundant  personal  magnetism,  whereby,  as  well  as  by  his 
deeds  of  charity  and  sympathy,  he  endeared  himself  to  many 
outside  his  congregation. 

On  March  17th,  1S84,  a  short  time  previous  to  his  death, 
he  was  presented  by  his  parishioners,  in  token  of  their  esteem, 
with  a  beautiful  gold  chalice,  accompanied  by  a  handsomely 
engrossed  set  of  resolutions. 

As  a  citizen,  he  was  upright,  honest,  and  sincere  ;  as  a 
priest,  he  was  a  firm  upholder  of  the  doctrines  of  the  church 
and  always  solicitous  for  the  spiritual  welfare  of  his  flock. 
The  cause  of  education  found  in  him  an  earnest  champion. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  for  several 
years,  and  during  that  time  not  only  maintained  kindly  rela- 
tions with  his  colleagues,  but  endeared  himself  alike  to  teach- 
ers and  pupils. 

To  meet  him  socially  was  a  pleasure.  A  keen  observer  of 
human  character,  a  gentleman  well  informed  on  the  leading 
topics  of  the  day,  possessing  a  correct  knowledge  of  the 
affairs  of  his  adopted  country,  and  with  a  mind  enriched  by 
extensive  travels  abroad,  his  conversation  was  a  source  of 
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entertainment  and  instruction,  to  all  those  who  enjoyed  his 
acquaintance.  He  was  also  a  wise  counselor,  and  his  advice 
was  frequently  sought  on  matters  of  importance,  and  always 
cheerfully  given. 

In  April,  1SS3,  Father  Synnott  was  taken  with  a  very 
severe  attack  of  pneumonia,  from  which  he  never  tally  recov- 
ered. In  April  of  the  following  year,  he  was  again  taken 
sick,  this  time  with  chronic  diarrhoea,  which  resulted  in  his 
death  on  Wednesday,  April  30th,  1SS4,  aged  66  years.  His 
remains,  dressed  in  priestly  robe,  and  enclosed  in  an  elegant 
casket,  reposed  on  a  catafalque  in  the  church  at  the  head  of 
the  main  aisle.  There,  surrounded  by  beautiful  floral  offer- 
ings, with  the  chalice  lately  presented  to  him,  clasped  in  his 
hands,  lay  the  body  of  the  dead  priest.  During  the  day  and 
night  the  church  was  visited  by  thousands  who  called  to  pay 
their  last  sad  respects  to  one  whom  they  loved  and  esteemed. 

The  funeral  service  took  place  on  Saturday,  May  3d.  At 
ten  o'clock  the  church  doors  were  opened,  and  the  vast  edifice 
was  soon  filled.  Many  persons  of  note  were  present,  includ- 
ing clergymen  of  other  denom.inations.  The  Board  of  Educa- 
tion attended  in  a  body.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  Mass,  the 
Rev.  Augustine  F.  Hewit,  C.  S.  P.,  of  New  York,  ascended 
the  pulpit  and  delivered  the  eulogy,  in  which  he  paid  an 
eloquent  tribute  to  the  memory  of  his  departed  friend,  whom 
he  had  known  since  he  came  to  Bridgeport ;  he  spoke  of  his 
exemplary  public  life,  of  his  stainless  character  both  as  a  priest 
and  citizen,  and  of  the  great  work  he  had  done  for  the  cause 
of  Catholicity  and  education, — work  that  will  probably  stand 
till  the  end  of  time.  He  said  :  "  When  we  look  around  us  and 
see  the  great  work  he  has  done,  we  can  saj'  it  is  enough  for 
one  man,  his  church  will  be  his  monument,  with  his  record 
engraven  on  marble  or  stone,  it  will  stand  while  generation 
after  generation  passes  away,  and  will  be  handed  down  to  the 
latest  posterity." 

In  compliance  with  a  wish  expressed  by  the  deceased  he 
was  buried  in  the  church  yard  to  the  right  of  the  main 
entrance. 

This  is  only  a  brief  outline  of  the  life  and  laborsof  the  Rev. 
Father  Synnott,  but  doubtless  in  years  to  come  a  more  com- 
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plete  history  of  the  Catholic  Church  will  be  written,  when 
justice  will  be  done  to  the  memor}'  of  one  who  has  done  more 
than  any  other  man  to  promote  the  cause  of  Catholicity  in 
this  part  of  the  country. 

Curtis  TIio)npson,  JT.  A.^  was  born  October  30,  1835, 
in  Trumbull,  Conn.,  where  his  parents,  George  and  Lucy 
Ann  (Curtis)  Thompson,  resided  a  short  time. 

They  were  both  of  Stratford  birth  and  the  descendants 
respectively  of  John  and  Mirable  Thompson,  and  William  and 
Elizabeth  Curtis,  and  were  related  through  the  intermediate 
ancestors  to  the  Wells,  Feck,  Blakeman,  Booth,  Judson,  Lewis 
and  other  old  families. 

George  was  the  son  of  David  Thompson  and  Phebe 
Wells.  David  was  lost  at  sea  in  the  Brig  William  of  Bridge- 
port in  1810.  Phebe  was  a  descendant  of  Thomas  Wells,  an 
early  governor  of  Connecticut. 

Lucy  Ann  was  the  daughter  of  Truman  and  Anna  (Peck) 
Curtis. 

Curtis  Thompson  attended  the  public  and  private  schools 
of  Stratford,  and  after  reaching  the  age  of  sixteen  worked  at 
mechanical  pursuits  and  taught  school  while  still  pursuing 
his  studies  with  private  instructors,  and  at  the  Stratford 
academy.  While  thus  engaged  he  attended  the  Debating 
Society  in  Stratford,  and  with  Seymour  Wells,  Abijah  Mc- 
Ewen,  Walter  Wilco.xson,  Oliver  Beardslee,  Lemuel  J. 
Beardsley  and  others  became  an  active  participant  in  the 
debates.  There  was  in  the  days  of  his  youth  at  Stratford  a 
library  of  about  400  volumes  of  well  selected  books.  John 
Bruce  was  for  a  long  time  the  librarian.  To  this  library  for 
a  small  fee  he  had  access,  and  the  opportunity  was  most  dili- 
gently improved  for  many  years. 

The  school  teachers  of  that  generation  in  Stratford,  as  he 
remembers  them,  were  Dr.  Lewis,  Frederick  Sedgwick, 
Hamilton  Burton,  Peter  P.  Curtis,  George  Judson,  Miss  Jane 
Stillson,  Oliver  Beardslee,  Albert  Wilcoxson  and  others,  and 
they  will  long  be  remembered  for  their  faithful  and  intelligent 
work.  Oliver  Beardslee  was  a  young  man  of  great  worth 
and  promise  ;  an  enthusiastic  student  and  eloquent  debater, 
and  of  great  learning,  whose  untimely  and  sudden  death  cast 
a  great  gloom  over  Stratford. 
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Mr.  Thompson  afterwards  became  actively  engaged  in 
the  Bridgeport  Debating  Society  and  the  Philomathean 
Society,  and  studied  law,  with  George  W.  Warner,  Esq.,  and 
D.  F.  HoUister,  Esq.,  and  at  the  Law  Institution  of  Harvard 
Universit}'.  He  was  admitted  to  the  iNIiddlesex  county, 
Mass.,  bar,  December  14th,  1863.  and  to  the  Fairfield  county, 
Conn.,  bar,  April  28th,  1S64,  and  to  the  United  States  Courts 
November  21st,  1870. 

Dr.  J.  T.  Denison,  having  been  elected  Judge  of  Probate 
for  the  Fairfield  District  in  1864,  he  appointed  Curtis  Thomp- 
son the  Clerk  of  that  Court,  and  for  the  ne.xt  four  years 
the  clerk  did  most  of  the  Probate  business  in  the  dis- 
trict. In  1865,  1866  and  1867,  he  represented  the  town  of 
Stratford  in  the  General  Assembly,  serving  on  the  Judiciary 
Committee  in  1S65,  and  as  chairman  thereof  in  1866,  and  as 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Incorporation  in  1867. 

Since  August,  1865,  he  has  had  an  office  in  Bridgeport, 
Conn.,  and  practiced  law.  In  1868,  1869  and  1872,  he  was 
Deputy  Judge  of  the  City  Court  of  Bridgeport.  In  1S71 
Yale  College  conferred  on  him  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts. 

In  1872  he  was  elected  Corporator  and  Trustee  of  the 
Bridgeport  Savings  Bank,  and  ever  since  has  held  the  same 
positions. 

In  1874,  1875  and  1876  he  was  Councilman  and  Alderman  ; 
in  1879,  1882  and  18S6,  City  Attorney  ;  in  1883,  Town  Attor- 
ney. He  was  for  many  years  a  director  of  the  old  Bridge- 
port Library.  He  is  member  of  South  Congregational  Church 
and  society  (committee  for  many  years). 

In  1867  he  was  married  to  ^larie  Louise  Willcox,  daugh- 
ter of  James  and  Catharine  (Barry)  Willcox,  of  New  York 
City.  Mr.  Willcox  was  then  president  of  the  Willcox  and 
Gibbs  Sewing  Machine  Company.  Three  surviving  children 
are:  James  Willcox,  Lucy  Curtis  and  Catharine  Barry 
Thompson. 

Hon.  IiHssell  Tonilinson,  son  of  William  and  Amy 
(Curtiss)  Tomlinson,  was  born  in  Southbury,  Conn.,  April  5, 
1807,  and  died  April  23,  1885.  His  father  died  when  he  was 
twelve  years  of  age  and  Russell  worked  for  neighboring 
farmers  until  he  was  fifteen,  when  he  went  to  Amenia,  N.  Y., 
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where  he  worked  on  a  farm  in  the  summer  and  in  a  black- 
smith shop  during  the  winter.  From  that  place  he  went  to 
Sah'sbury  and  worked  at  blacksmitliing-  for  two  years.  About 
the  year  1S27  he  came  to  Bridgeport  and  was  empUwcd  for  a 
time  by  his  brother,  Stephen  Tomlinson,  in  a  small  carriage 
shop,  for  $1.25  a  day.  Afterwards  he  was  in  Columbia,  S.  C, 
through  one  winter  as- foreman  of  the  blacksmith  carriasre 
shop  of  I.  and  L.  Shuman.  Upon  returning  to  Bridgeport  he 
opened  a  blacksmith  shop,  where  he  turned  his  energies 
chiefly  to  the  making  of  carriage  springs.  This  was  the 
beginning  of  the  extensive  manufactory  which  in  late  years 
has  been  known  as  the  Tomlinson  Spring  and  Axle  Company. 

When  he  had  accumulated  S450 — quite  a  sum  for  a  young 
mechanic  in  those  days — he  removed  to  Derby  and  began  the 
manufacture  of  carriages,  which  he  continued  three  years, 
when  on  selling  his  interests  there. he  found  himself  in  pos- 
session of  $1,450.  He  then  returned  to  Bridgeport,  purchased 
a  steam  engine  and  worked  for  a  year  or  two  making  axles 
and  sawing  timber,  when  he  bought  half  of  his  brother's  inter- 
est in  the  carriage  manufacturing  firm  of  Tomlinson,  Wood 
and  Company.  Here  he  continued  about  fifteen  years,  during 
which  the  business  largely  increased  and  established  a  name 
all  over  the  country  for  manufacturing  all  descriptions  of  car- 
riages. From  this  company  he  retired,  and  in  the  year  1852 
organized  the  Tomlinson  Spring  and  Axle  Company,  which 
had  a  run  of  great  success. 

He  was  elected  president  of  the  Naugatuck  railroad 
company  in  i860,  which  office  he  held  until  1S67,  when  he 
resigned.  In  1863  he  was  elected  representative  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  and  in  187S  to  the  State  Senate,  where  he  was 
chairman  of  the  State  prison  committee.  He  was  director  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Bridgeport,  twenty-one  years, 
and  vice-president  of  the  People's  Savings  Bank  iVom  1879 
until  his  decease,  and  president  of  the  Mountain  Grove  Cem- 
etery several  years.  He  was  also  agent  for  the  Golden  Hill 
Indians  twenty-four  years,  or  from  1861  until  his  death.  He 
has  at  different  times  tilled  nearly  all  the  offices  in  the  town 
and  city  government  of  Bridgeport.  He  was  a  thoroughly 
self-made  man  and  owed  his  success  in  life  to  his  sagacity  and 
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energy.  His  character  was  intensely  practical  and  his  tem- 
perament calm  and  genial.  Few  men  relished  better  a  good 
story,  or  took  more  quiet  pleasure  in  cheerful,  social  conver- 
sation. In  politics  he  was  first  a  Whig,  then  a  very  decided 
and  earnest  Republican. 

He  continued  active  in  business  to  the  close  of  life,  and 
his  ability,  integrity  and  popularity  placed  him  in  the  first 
rank  of  the  successful  manufacturers  and  valued  citizens  of 
New  England. 

Mr.  Tomlinson  married  Feb.  lo,  1831,  Martha  M.,  daughter 
of  Capt.  Lent  M.  Hitchcock,  who  died  June  26,  iSSi.  He  mar- 
ried, second.  Miss  Mahalah  Bell,  in  1S82,  who  still  survives  him. 

He  had  three  children:  Mrs.  William  D.  Bishop,  of  this 
city,  Munson  H.  Tomlinson,  deceased,  and  Stephen  Tomlin- 
son, also  of  this  city.  The  sons  were  associated  with  their 
father  in  the  Tomlinson  Spring  and  Axle  Company. 

Hon.  Amos  Shcvnian  Treat,  son  of  Daniel  A.  and 
Almira  (Sherman)  Treat,  was  born  in  Bridgewater,  Conn., 
February  5,  1S16,  being  a  lineal  descendant  of  Richard  Treat, 
one  of  the  patentees  in  the  Colonial  charter,  and  of  his  son, 
Robert  Treat,  who  was  Governor  of  Connecticut.  On  the 
maternal  side  he  was  descended  from  Henry  Shearman  of 
England,  who  was  born  about  1490,  and  whose  grandson 
Edmund  came  to  America  and  was  the  father  of  Mr.  Samuel 
Sherman,  one  of  the  first  settlers  at  Stratford,  Conn. 

Gov.  Robert  Treat  was  one  of  the  patentees  of  the  town- 
ship of  New  Milford,  and  his  right  of  land  there  descended  to 
his  grandson,  Joseph  Treat,  Jr.,  who  gave  the  inheritance  to 
his  sons,  John  and  Gideon,  who  settled  upon  it.  Amos  S. 
Treat  was  the  grandson  of  this  Gideon,  and  was  raised  on  the 
old  homestead  of  his  grandfather.  He  prepared  for  college 
at  Hudson,  Ohio,  and  entered  Yale  College.  Afterward  he 
taught  school  in  South  Carolina,  and  then  in  New  Jersey. 
He  studied  law  with  Hon.  Jacob  W.  Miller  of  Norristown, 
N.  J.,  and  with  C.  R.  Butler  of  Plymouth,  Conn.,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  Litchfield  county  bar  in  1S43.  He  followed 
his  profession  ten  years  in  Newtown,  Conn.,  where  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Education  and  took  an  active  part  in 
town  affairs,  being  postmaster  one  year  and  Judge  of  Probate 
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two  years,  and  then,  in  July,  1854,  he  came  to  Bridgeport, 
where  he  resided,  with  the  exception  ot  th.e  time  from  May, 
1871,  to  Noyember,  1874,  when  he  lived  in  VVoodbridge,  Conn. 
He  was  clerk  of  the  Fairfield  county  court  from  1854  to  1859; 
member  of  the  Peace  Congress  of  1861  ;  represented  Bridge- 
port in  the  Legislature  in  185S,  1863,  1S69  and  1879, 
VVoodbridge  in  the  same  body  in  1871,  1872  and  1873.  He 
was  Speaker  of  the  House  in  1S72,  chosen  to  that  position  by 
the  republican  party,  of  which  he  was  a  member  from  its 
organization.  At  the  close  of  this  session  the  House  presented 
him  with  a  yaluable  watch  and  chai  n  as  a  token  of  their  high 
appreciation  of  the  courteous,  proper  and  impartial  manner 
in  which  he  discharged  the  duties  of  Speaker. 

In  the  Masonic  fraternity  Mr.  Treat  had  taken  a  promi- 
nent position.  He  was  made  a  Mason  in  1855,  and  had  held 
nearly  all  the  offices  of  the  order,  including  master.  He  also 
held  nearly  ail  the  offices  in  Hamilton  Commandery,  in  which 
he  was  created  a  Knight  in  1858,  and  has  been  its  Eminent 
Commander.  He  was  Grand  Commander  of  the  State  in  1S68 
and  1869.  He  was  a  thirty-third  degree  Mason,  which  is  the 
highest  rank  in  the  order,  and  took  an  active  part  in  Masonic 
matters  to  the  last.  Until  his  decease  Mr.  Treat  was  actively 
engaged  in  his  profession,  his  later  associate  being  Mr. 
Charles  Sherwood  of  Bridgeport.  He  was  president  of  the 
Bridgeport  Gas  Light  Company,  treasurer  of  the  Bridgeport 
Hydraulic  Company,  president  of  the  Compressed  Paper 
Box  Company,  a  director  in  the  "Standard  Association" 
since  its  organization,  and  a  stockholder  in  several  other  in- 
dustrial concerns.  He  possessed  considerable  wealth,  and 
with  his  family  took  every  opportunity  for  social  enjoyment. 

Mr.  Treat  was  a  man  of  fine  judicial  mind  ;  was  an  able 
lawyer  and  counselor,  and  his  advice  was  widely  sought.  He 
was  a  republican  and  an  astute  politician,  with  views  which 
were  far-reaching  and  nearly  always  based  upon  sound  prem- 
ises. He  was  a  strong  and  persistent  opponent  and  a  firm 
and  reliable  friend,  and  although  shunning  everything  like 
ostentatious  charity,  he  did  many  good  works.  He  assisted 
many  young  business  men  at  a  time  when  their  need  was 
great  and  their  friends  few.    He  was  a  member  of  the  North 
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Congregational  Society  and  a  regular  attendant  for  many 
years  at  that  church. 

He  married  Miss  Mary  Clark,  daughter  of  Treat  Clark, 
of  Woodbridge,  Conn.,  December  15,  1869,  who  survives 
him  with  a  daughter,  Mary  Clark  Treat.  He  died  x\pril 
24,  1 886. 

Colonel  Thomas  Lansdell  Watson  was  born  at 
Bridgeport,  Conn..  December  13th,  1847.  His  father  was 
William  Lansdell  Watson,  M.D.,  a  graduate  of  the  University 
of  Baltimore,  Md.  His  mother  was  Jeannette  Nichols  of 
Bridgeport,  descended  from  the  Nicholses  of  Greenheld 
Hill.  Thomas  L.  Watson  was  educated  at  Bridgeport  and 
at  the  Military  Institute  at  New  Milford,  with  a  view  to 
West  Point,  which,  owing  to  a  temporary  incapacity,  was 
given  up.  His  business  career  began  as  a  clerk  in  the  Far- 
mer's Bank  of  Bridgeport;  from  there  he  went  to  the  City 
Bational  Bank,  aiid  left  this  to  become  a  partner  in  the  pri- 
vate banking  and  brokerage  business  with  the  late  Daniel 
Hatch.  The  firm  began  Nov.  ist,  1S66,  as  Hatch  and  Watson, 
and  has  been  continued  since  the  death  of  Mr.  Hatch  by  Col. 
Watson  as  T.  L.  Watson  &  Co.  Col.  Watson  extended  his 
business  to  New  York  City  in  1879  became  head  of  the 

firm  of  Watson  &  Gibson,  which  firm  is  in  successful  opera- 
tion. Col.  Watson  has  held  positions  of  responsibility  and 
trust  both  in  Bridgeport  and  New  York.  He  was  treasurer 
of  the  Building  Fund  of  the  new  St.  John's  Church,  and  for 
many  years  has  been  a  member  of  the  vestry  of  that  church. 
He  has  been  a  director  in  the  City  National  Bank,  Auditor  of 
the  City  Savings  Bank  and  treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
Since  the  completion  of  the  Boston  and  New  York  Air  Line 
Railroad  he  has  been  a  director  and  secretary  of  that  road. 
He  is  also  a  director  of  the  American  Loan  and  Trust  Com- 
pany of  New  York  City. 

Col.  Watson  has  for  several  years  been  a  director  in  the 
Consolidated  Stock  and  Petroleuin  Exchange  of  New  York, 
and  its  predecessors,  Chairman  of  its  Finance  Committee, 
and  one  of  its  Vice-Presidents.  Since  Jan.  1S85,  he  has  been 
President  of  the  Fairfield  Ccuuity  Agricultural  Sfjciety.  He 
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is  President  of  a  Gas  Company,  and  a  Water  Company,  in 
Illinois,  and  of  a  Gas  Co.  in  New  York.  He  accepted  the 
position  of  paymaster  on  the  statT  of  R.  B.  Fairchild,  Colonel 
of  the  4th  Reg.  Conn.  National  Guard,  and  was  commissioned 
Lieutenant  in  that  position,  May  2Sth,  1877.  He  was  pro- 
moted Aid-de-Camp  to  Gen.  S.  R.  Smith,  commanding  the 
C.  N.  G.,  and  commissioned  Captain,  July  6th,  1S78.  He  was 
promoted  to  be  Brigade  Quartermaster  with  rank  of  Major, 
Jan.  30th,  1S79,  and  elected  Colonel  of  the  4lh  Regiment, 
C.  N.  G.,  which  commission  bears  date  April  23d,  1884.  He 
is  senior  Colonel  in  the  Connecticut  National  Guard,  and  was 
speciall}'  active  in  securing  the  present  fine  armory  accom- 
modations in  Bridgeport.  Col.  Watson  was  tendered  the 
position  of  Adjutant  General  of  Connecticut  by  Governor 
Lounsbury,  but  declined  the  honor,  preferring  his  earnest 
work  of  maintaining  the  high  standard  of  excellence  in  his 
regiment.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican  and  has  declined 
nominations  to  public  office  on  several  occasions.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Union  League  and  other  leading  New  York 
Clubs.  He  lives  in  his  handsome  residence  at  Black  Rock,  and 
although  having  business  connections  in  New  York,  is  thor- 
oughly identified  with  Connecticut  interests. 

Colonel  Watson  married  May  4th,  1874,  Alice  Cheever 
Lyon,  youngest  daughter  of  the  late  Hanford  Lyon,  Esq.,  of 
Bridgeport.  They  have  two  children,  Alice  Lyon  and  Arthur 
Kent  Watson. 

Andrew  L.  Winton  was  born  in  Bridgeport,  Conn., 
November  20,  1822,  from  which  place  he  went  to  Weston  in 
1836  and  remained  on  a  farm,  working  summers  and  attending 
school  at  Weston  academy  winters.  At  the  age  ot  nineteen 
he  taught  school  and  two  winter  seasons  afterwards.  When 
twenty-two  he  engaged  in  a  store  with  his  brother  at  Easton 
and  the  next  spring  started  a  store  for  himself,  on  temperance 
principles,  at  a  place  called  the  "Devil's  Den,"  on  account  of 
the  intemperance  in  the  place,  and  succeeded  in  business, 
leaving  the  place  at  the  end  of  eight  years  without  a  grog 
shop  in  it,  and  went  to  Saugatuck,  where,  in  1S53,  he  built  a 
store  and  residence,  and  after  continuing  business  thirteen 
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years  sold  out  and  left  Saugatuck  with  about  $25,000.  While 
at  that  place  he  was  induced  to  take  charge  of  a  flouring  mill 
about  two  miles  above  Westport,  which  he  run  successfully 
for  three  years.  In  1863  he  came  to  Bridgeport  and  pur- 
chased the  Berkshire  Mills,  which  were  then  very  much  in 
want  of  repairs.  He  at  once  commenced  the  work  of  im- 
provement and  is  still  at  it,  with  good  success  in  several 
directions. 

A  custom  grist-mill  was  built  in  17S3  by  William  Pixlee 
and  James  French  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  and  in  1792 
secured  to  them  by  charter,  but  that  was  afterwards  bought 
by  a  Mr.  Penny,  who  built  the  present  mill  on  the  west  side 
and  did  a  large  trade  in  kiln  dried  meal  for  the  West  Indies. 
The  mill  then  passed  into  the  hands  of  General  Enoch  Foote, 
who  continued  the  same  business  for  a  number  of  years. 
Then  James  Porter  bought  the  property  and  while  he  owned 
it  the  dam  and  the  east  side  mill  went  off  in  a  flood.  The 
dam  was  rebuilt  but  not  the  east  side  mill.  The  mill  was 
afterward  owned  by  Anson  Ryan,  then  Wasson  and  Craft, 
then  Ryan  and  Wells,  and  in  1S63  passed  into  the  hands  of 
the  present  owner. 

Mr.  Winton  has  been  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
church  since  1842,  and  served  as  deacon  at  Westport.  He 
has  two  sons:  the  eldest,  David  Terry  Winton,  is  now  the 
editor  and  publisher  of  a  local  newspaper  at  Hanover,  Michi- 
gan, and  Andrew  Lincoln  Winton,  who  was  graduated  at  the 
high  school  in  Bridgeport  and  at  the  Sheffield  Scientific 
School  of  Yale  College  in  1884,  and  at  once  received  an 
appointment  at  the  State  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  in 
New  Haven,  where  he  is  now  engaged,  having  been  promoted. 

^atJianiel  Sherwood  Wordin,  son  of  Thomas  C.  and 
Ann  (Sherwood)  Wordin,  was  born  July  12,  1813,  in  the  house 
now  standing  on  the  corner  of  State  street  and  West  avenue, 
then  the  old  Wordin  homestead.  He  attended  the  district 
school;  the  house,  then  an  octagonal  building,  stood  where  is 
now  the  harness  manufactory  of  Wills  and  French  ;  the  Rev. 
Asa  Bronson  being  the  teacher,  and  also  the  pastor  of  the 
Stratfield  Baptist  Church,  who  drove  from  his  home  every 
morning,  bringing  a  bundle  of  new  whips,  which  he  freely 
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used  during  the  day  ;  and  taking  his  dinner  at  the  "  Bull's 
Head  Hotel"  across  the  way  from  the  school  house.  Though 
severe  in  discipline  he  frequently  gave  certificates  of  credit  to 
his  pupils.    The  following  is  one  given  to  young  Wordin  : 

"The  bearer  of  this  humbie  scroll 
For  good  behavior  while  at  schooll 
Must  have  that  praise  which  is  his  due 
From  Parents,  friends  and  Teacher,  too. 

Asa  Bronson." 

It  was  while  young  Wordin  was  at  school  that  the  brick 
structure  was  taken  down,  and  the  wooden  building,  remem- 
bered by  many,  built  in  its  place  ;  and  this  enlarged  school 
had  the  dignity  of  two  departments  ;  that  of  tlie  boys  taught 
by  Rev.  Mr.  Wilcox,  and  the  girls  by  Miss  Lydia  Ward. 
Ml".  Wordin  next  attended  the  Easton  Academv,  taught  by 
the  Rev.  Nathaniel  Freeman,  pastor  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  He  then,  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  became  a  clerk  in  his 
father's  drug  store,  on  State  street,  which  store  was  used  in 
that  business  by  different  parties  until  1879,  when  Mr.  F.  S. 
Stevens  removed  from  it  to  Main  street. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  Mr.  Wordin  became  partner 
with  his  father  in  the  store,  and  soon  after  assumed  full  con- 
trol of  it,  the  father  giving  his  attention  to  his  farm  and  his 
Norwalk  flouring  mills.  On  May  29,  1S39,  he  married  Fanny 
Augusta,  youngest  daughter  of  Doctor  Frederick  Leaven- 
worth of  Waterbury.  The}'  have  had  five  children,  one  of 
whom  died  at  the  age  of  three  years. 

Mr.  Wordin's  drug  store  was  the  focal  point  for  calls  by 
physicians  out  of  town,  and  sea-faring  men  needing  medicines. 
He  prepared  medicine  chests,  with  a  little  book,  giving  the 
name,  dose  and  purpose  of  each  drug,  which  earned  for  the 
druggist  quite  a  reputation  and  the  title  "  Doctor."  Needing 
more  room  he  contracted  for  the  erection  of  a  building  on 
Water  street,  a  portion  of  which  is  now  occupied  by  Liebrum 
Brothers  for  a  salesroom,  and  the  upper  part  of  it  was  used 
as  a  ball-room,  called  Wordin's  Hall. 

About  1850,  he  retired  from  active  business,  leaving  the 
interests  of  the  store  to  his  brother,  Thomas  C.  Wordin,  and 
since  that  time  has  enjoyed  the  quietness  of  his  home,  yet  by 
no  means  an  inactive  man. 
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He  was  for  a  time  treasurer  and  one  of  the  directors  of 
the  Bridgeport  Mutual  Savings  Bank  and  Building  xAssocia- 
tion  ;  and  also,  director  in  the  Farmer's  Bank,  now  the  First 
National,  from  1854  to  1859.  He  was  an  incorporator  and 
one  of  the  first  depositors  of  the  Bridgeport  Savings  Bank, 
his  deposit  book  being  No.  10.  He  was  also  an  incorporator 
of  the  Farmer's  and  Mechanics  Savings  Bank.  He  held  the 
position  of  City  Treasurer  during  the  years  1841  to  1845,  ^'^"d 
of  Assessor  from  1859  to  1862,  and  from  1S67  to  1868.  In  1848, 
he  numbered  the  houses  of  the  city  in  obedience  to  the  Com- 
mon Council.  In  the  militia  he  was  commissioned,  Septem- 
ber 6,  1836,  Surgeon's  Mate  in  the  4th  I^egiment  Light  Artil- 
lery, by  Colonel  George  Robbins.  In  music,  his  talent  was 
largely,  and  advantageously  to  the  public,  exercised  in  the 
organization.  November  11,  1852,  and  continuation  of  the 
Bridgeport  Musical  Society,  oi  which  he  was  the  secretarj-. 

He  had  a  hne  tenor  voice,  played  the  flute  and  violin, 
and  double  bass-viol,  and  was  for  many  years  the  leader  of 
the  choir  of  the  First  Congregational  Church,  and  made  for 
their  use  a  choice  collection  of  sacred  music,  transcribed  from 
the  best  authors  with  his  own  hand.  He  still  holds  the  fol- 
lowing : 

"Mr.  Daniel  Sterling,  Treasurer  of  tlie  Stratfield  Congregational  Society,  we 
hereby  recommend  that  you  pay  to  Mr.  Nathaniel  S.  Wordin  the  sum  of  Twenty 
Dollars  out  of  the  money  collected  by  contributions  in  aid  of  the  Choir,  it  being 
for  a  Balance  due  him  in  the  purchase  of  the  Double  Bass-Viol. 

I.  Sherman, 
Isaac  M.  Coxklin, 
"  Sept.  25,  1839.  Society's  Committee." 

He  united  with  the  First  Congregational  Church  in  183  i, 
and  is  the  oldest  male  member  now  living.  He  was  chosen 
clerk  of  the  Society  in  1834,  and  filled  that  office  with  great 
faithfulness  over  fifty  years,  and  in  more  than  fifty  meetings 
during  that  time  he  did  not  fail  of  being  present  to  call  the 
assembly  to  order,  while  his  penmanship,  in  elegance  and  cor- 
rectness for  that  length  of  time,  is  probably  unequaled  in  the 
county.  But,  having  been  seriously  affected  with  apoplexy 
in  February,  1885,  he  resigned  this  place  of  benevolent  service. 
Few  men  are  more  skillful  with  tlie  pen  and  brush  than  he. 
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Drawing  with  India  ink  and  a  crayon  was  a  favorite  amuse- 
ment to  him,  and  the  walls  of  his  house  are  ornamented  with 
oil  paintings  of  his  own  execution.  For  one  of  these  paintings 
he  was  awarded  a  prize  at  the  State  fair  held  in  this  city- 
The  monument  which  he  has  erected  in  Mountain  Grove 
Cemetery  was  modeled  by  himselt  and  was  one  of  the  first 
erected  there. 

Thomas  Cool:  Word  in,  son  of  William,  Jr.,  and 
Dorcas  (Cook)  Wordin,  was  born  in  17S7,  in  a  house  that 
stood  on  the  northeast  corner  of  State  street  and  Park 
avenue;  the  whole  square  running  north  to  Fairfield  avenue 
and  east  to  the  eastern  boundary  of  Mr.  N.  S.  Wordin's 
present  residence  on  State  street,  being  owned  by  his  grand- 
father, Capt.  William  Wordin,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revo- 
lution, and  which  land  he  purchased  in  1772,  it  being  the  first 
he  bought  in  the  town  of  Stratford. 

When  quite  a  lad  Thomas  C.  became  a  clerk  in  the  drug 
store  of  Samuel  Darling  of  New  Haven,  and  when  twenty-one 
years  of  age  he  commenced  the  same  business  in  this  cit}' 
occupying  during  all  his  active  lite  a  store  located  just  west 
of  the  post  office  on  State  street,  Samuel  Kirtland's  tailor 
establishment  being  next  door  west  of  him  and  Jesse  Ster- 
ling's dry  goods  store  the  second.  Some  persons  will  remem- 
ber the  quaint  business  sign  over  the  door — a  female  figure 
holding  the  scales,  weighing  the  drugs. 

,  This  store  was  built  by  Mr.  Wordin  about  1816.  The 
entire  block,  extending  to  the  corner  of  Main  street,  was 
erected  by  a  company,  each  one  of  five  paying  for  his  own 
portion.  The  land  was  hired  from  Squire  Peet  who  lived  on 
the  site  of  the  present  post  office.  The  leases  were  renevved 
every  ten  years,  and  when  the  occupant  desired  no  longer  to 
renew,  Mr.  Peet  was,  by  the  terms  arranged,  obliged  to  take 
the  building  at  an  appraised  value. 

In  an  advertisement  in  an  old  Bridgeport  "  Advertiser," 
dated  October  13,  iSoS,  "notice"  is  give  that  "Samuel  Dar- 
ling having  entered  into  partnership  with  Thomas  C.  Wordin," 
the  latter  would  attend  to  the  business  in  Bridgeport  and  the 
former  in  New  York,  by  which  "it  is  expected  they  will  be 
able  to  afford  articles  in  their  line  much  lower  than  can  be 
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sold  by  any  other  in  the  place,  or  in  Connecticut;"  and  that 
they  "  are  now  opening,  and  offer  for  sale,  a  fresh  assortment 
of  Medicine  and  Paints."  He  was  successful  in  business, 
but  always  attributed  this  success  to  "  his  strictly  upright 
and  honest  intentions,"  yet  it  is  freely  reported  by  those  who 
knew  him  well  that  he  was  one  of  the  most  far-sighted  and 
prompt  business  men  of  his  day.  Some  very  interesting 
anecdotes  are  told  of  him  in  the  purchasing  of  goods  just 
before  the  price  went  up  to  a  high  figure.  He  made  no  osten- 
tatious appearance,  an}'  more  than  some  of  his  descendants. 
Being  in  Boston  at  a  large  sale  of  opium,  when  that  drug  was 
scarce,  the  other  buyers  on  consultation  agreed  to  let  him 
bid  off  the  article  rather  than  run  it  up  to  a  high  figure,  as  he 
would  want — as  they  supposed  from  his  appearance — only  a 
little  of  it,  and  then  they  would  take  the  greater  part  of  it,  to 
relieve  him  and  so  purchase  for  less  money.  After  the  sale 
one  approached  "  the  little  country  Doctor"  with  the  inquiry, 
"how  much  will  you  take  of  the  drug?"  "1  will  take  the 
whole,"  said  he. 

He  married  Ann,  daughter  of  Philemon  Sherwood,  in  1812. 
About  the  close  of  the  War  of  1812-14,  he  left  his  wife  and  infant 
son  for  a  trip  to  Boston  on  the  sloop  Othello  commanded  by 
Capt.  Joel  Thorp.  They  were  captured  by  the  British,  and 
he  had  much  difficulty  in  being  released  and  returning  home. 
His  money,  in  notes,  which  he  had  concealed  in  his  stockings, 
was  ground  into  pieces.  While  he  was  gone,  his  wife  becom- 
ing alarmed  at  the  frequent  reports  that  the  British  had  landed 
to  pillage  Bridgeport,  took  her  infant  son  before  the  morning 
dawn  and  walked  to  her  father's  house,  a  distance  of  nearly 
three  miles.  That  infant  is  now  Mr.  Natnaniel  S.  Wordin  of 
State  street. 

Thomas  C.  Wordin  was  trained  up  in,  and  believed  in 
Puritanical  ideas,  and  his  integrity,  high  personal  honor,  and 
unpretending  life,  were  the  consequences. 

He  was  the  owner  of  the  Norwalk  flouring  mills,  and 
after  some  years  he  remodeled  them  for  grinding  spices,  and 
the  first  ground  spices  in  the  market  in  this  vicinity  were  from 
his  mills.  He  offered  two  thousand  dollars  towards  establish- 
ing a  green  or  public  square  west  of  Courtland  street,  but  the 
59 
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offer  was  not  acted  upon.  He  died  November  20.  1852,  aged 
65  years.  His  children  were:  Nathaniel  Sherwood;  Susan, 
who  married  Charles  Kelsev  ;  Lucv,  who  married  E.  S.  Haw- 
ley;  Ann  B.,  who  married  Deacon  John  W.  Hincks  ;  Caro- 
line, who  married  W.  \V.  Naramore  ;  Thomas  C,  who  married 
Betsey  A.  Plumb;  Elizabeth;  and  four  that  died  in  child- 
hood. 

Petev  W.  Wi'en  was  born  in  New  York  City  August 
20th,  1847.  By  trade  a  printer,  he  became  a  resident  of 
Bridgeport  in  1S70,  organizing  the  firm  of  McxMahon  and 
Wren,  wholesale  Wine  and  Whisky  Merchants.  Starting  in 
a  small  way  and  with  limited  capital,  the  firm  by  fair  dealing, 
strict  attention  to  business,  and  rare  business  qualifications, 
has  built  up  a  trade  second  to  none  in  our  State.  Mr. 
Wren  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Bridgeport  Board  of 
Education  in  1881,  and  is  still  a  member  of  the  same  body, 
having  served  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Schools  for 
several  years  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  Board  and  of  our 
citizens.  In.  1882  he  was  elected  Representative  to  the 
General  Assembly,  and  served  with  credit  on  the  Finance 
Committee  of  the  House.  In  1885  he  was  elected  President 
of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  a  new  organization  taking  the 
place  of  the  former  board  known  as  the  Road  and  Bridge 
Commission,  and  the  work  of  the  new  board,  for  complete- 
ness, efficiency  and  economy,  merited  and  received  the  com- 
mendations of  every  citizen.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Pequon- 
nock  National  Bank.  In  politics  he  is  a  democrat  and  in 
religion  is  a  member  of  the  Sacred  Heart  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  In  public,  as  well  as  private  business,  Mr.  Wren 
merits  the  reputation  which  he  has  gained  of  sound  judgment, 
capacity  and  enlightened  public  spirit. 

In  1869  he  married  Hannah  M.  Carey,  of  New  Haven 
Conn.,  and  they  have  five  children  :  Marion,  George,  Fred- 
erick, Sarah  and  Peter  W.    His  residence  is  322  State  street. 
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Col.  Samuel  B.  Smimev  is  a  native  of  Great  Barring- 
ton,  Mass.  His  father  was  Increase  Sumner,  for  a  long  time 
a  leading  lawyer  in  Western  jNIassachusetts,  for  many  years 
District  Attorne}-  for  the  District  comprising  the  four  western 
counties,  several  times  a  member  of  the  Legislature  in  both 
brajiches,  and  once  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Congress. 
At  his  decease  he  was  Judge  of  the  District  Court  for  South- 
ern Berkshire. 

Col.  Sumner's  maternal  grandfather  was  Hon.  Samuel 
Barstow,  M.D.,  a  prominent  physician  in  Great  Barrington, 
after  whom  he  was  named. 

After  preparatory  studies  at  Great  Barrington  and  Lenox 
Academies,  he  entered  Williams  College  where  he  was  grad- 
uated in  1S49,  in  1852  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Berk- 
shire County,  where  he  commenced  law  practice  in  company 
with  his  father. 

He  was  Postmaster  at  Great  Barrington  during  the  Pierce 
and  Buchanan  administrations,  and  in  1S60  was  State  Senator 
from  the  South  Berkshire  District,  comprising  the  seventeen 
towns  south  of  Pittsfield. 

In  1862  he  enlisted  in  the  4gth  Regiment,  Mass.  Volun- 
teers; was  Captain  of  a  company  and  afterwards  promoted  to 
the  Lieutenant-Colonelcy  of  the  Regiment.  He  was  wounded 
by  a  bullet  in  the  shoulder  at  the  assault  on  Port  Hudson,  La., 
on  May  27,  1863. 

Returning  from  the  war  he  removed  to  Bridgeport  where 
he  had  married  his  wife,  and  resumed  practice  of  the  law. 
He  has  been  several  times  City  Attorney,  once  City  Judge, 
and  for  four  years  Judge  of  Probate.  For  six  years  he  was 
law-partner  of  Judge  Sidney  B.  Beard ~,ley,  the  firm  being 
Beardsley  &  Sumner. 

He  was  appointed  Clerk  of  the  Courts,  Supreme  and 
Superior,  for  Fairfield  County  in  1884,  which  office  he  now 
holds. 

Col.  Sumner  is  widely  known  as  a  poetic  orator  on  pub- 
lic occasions,  and  in  conjunction  with  his  brother,  Ex-Con- 
gressman Charles  A.  Sumner,  of  Calitornia,  published  a  vol- 
ume of  poems  in  1877,  which  has,  since  that  time,  possed 


through  enlarged  editions.  Some  of  these  poems  have  been 
delivered  on  special  occasions  of  such  interest  as  to  become 
of  historical  value  in  the  future. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Elias  Howe.  Jr.  Post  of  the  Grand 
Army,  and  honorary  member  of  the  Society  of  the  Arm_y  of 
Potomac,  before  which  he  delivered  the  poem  at  the  Annual 
Re-union  at  Hartford  in  1881.  He  has  been  Noble  Grand  of 
Arcanum  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F..  and  has  been  W.  INI.  of  Cincin- 
natus  Lodge  of  the  F.  and  A.  AL  of  Great  Barrington  three 
years,  and  three  years  Eminent  Commander  of  Hamilton 
Commandery  of  the  Knights  Templars. 

Col.  Sumner  married  in  1855,  Georgiana  Davis  of  Bridge- 
port, recently  deceased.  He  has  a  son,  Edward  Stewart 
Sumner,  a  lawyer,  and  three  daughters,  one  the  wife  of  C.  C. 
Godfrey,  ALD.,  and  all  are  residents  of  Bridgeport. 
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From  the  Orderly  Book  for  the  FiftJi  Compaiii/,  I  trsf  Hcf/i iiient, 
Light  AftlUci'ij ,  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  in  possession  of  the  Fairfield  County 
Historical  Society,  we  extract  the  following  muster  roll  for  September  I,  1817  : 


John  Fayerweather,.  Captain. 

Stephen  Hawley  ist  Lieut. 

Vacant,  2d  " 

Charles  Foote,  ist  Sergt. 

Albert  E.  Sherwood  2d  " 

James  French  Jr.,..  3d 

Philip  P.  Porter,  4th 


Alanson  F.  Lewis  ist  Corpl. 

Solomon  Curtis,  Jr.,  2d 

Starr  Peck   3d 

Peter  C.  Pixley  4th  " 

Arnold  Hurd,  Fifer. 

David  Hubbell  Drummer. 


Ephraim  French,  Jr. 
Lewis  W.  Hubbell. 
Wakeman  Hull. 
Mitchel  C.  Peet. 
Sterling  Hull. 
Lemuel  Hubbell. 
Joel  Mitchel. 
Judcon  Curtis,  Jr. 
Johnson  Tuttle. 
Joseph  E.  Mallet. 
David  Mallet,  3d. 
Asa  French. 

From  the  same  record 
officers  and  men  : 

Charles  Foote,   

Albert  E.  Sherwood,  

Philip  P.  Porter,  

Peter  C.  Pixley   

James  A.  Clifford,  


Privates. 
Josiah  M.  Nichols. 
Henry  Judson. 
David  Judson. 
Philo  Nichols. 
Anson  Beardslee. 
Morriss  Piatt. 
Roswell  S.  Nichols. 
Eli  Curtis. 
Ezra  Wheeler. 
David  Fayerweather. 
Bill  \V.  Peet. 
Charles  Sherwood. 


Samuel  Peet. 
Plumb  Nichols. 
Burton  Gray. 
Joseph  Silliman. 
Daniel  Bulkley. 
Levi  Turney. 
Abijah  Morehouse. 
Alvin  Curtis. 
Oliver  L.  Beardslee. 
Elijah  Peet,  Jr. 
Daniel  O.  Wheeler. 


under  date  of  May  5,  1823,  we  find  the  following  roll  ot 


Alpha  Carrier. 
Alfred  Turney. 
Asa  French. 
Alvin  Curtis. 
Anson  Hawley. 
Agur  Pixlee, 
Bill  W.  Peet. 
Charles  Sherwood. 
Charles  Wakley. 
Charles  L.  Nichols. 
Charles  Hubbell. 
Charles  Crocker. 
Chauncey  Lum. 
David  Mallett,  3d.. 
David  C.  Booth. 
Daniel  O.  Wheeler. 


-  -Captain. 
..1st  Lieut. 
.-2d  " 
..ist  Sergt. 
..2d      •'  i 

Privates. 
David  L  Hawley. 
Ezra  Peet. 
Elijah  Peet. 
Epraim  Middlebrook 
Epraim  French,  J r. 
Ezra  Wheeler. 
Ezra  Morehouse. 
Fitch  Taylor. 
Gideon  Thompson. 
George  W.  Lewis. 
Henry  Judson. 
Hanford  Lyon. 
Halpin  Blake. 
Ira  Curtis. 
Ira  Bliss. 
Joel  Mitchel. 


Isaac  E.  Beach,  3d  Sergt. 

William  B.  Thomas  4th  " 

Beard  Blackman,   Fifer. 

Elias  Hodge  Drummer. 

Nathaniel  B.  Booth,  


John  Lyon. 
John  W.  Beardsley. 
Josiah  Hubbell. 
Lewis  Turney. 
Lewis  W.  Hubbell. 
Lewis  Fitch  (removed). 
Moses  Piatt. 
Monson  Seeley. 
Mitchel  C.  Peet. 
Roswell  Seeley. 
Stephen  Hull,  Jr. 
Wakeman  Hull. 
Wm.  H.  Youngs(removed). 
Lemuel  Hubbell  \  Rem.  to 
David  Hubbell    V  other 
Sterling  Hull      )  comp'y. 


[ 
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With  September  ly,  1S25,  the  Orderly  Book  for  the  Fifth  Company,  First 
Regiment,  Light  Artillery,  ceases,  and  that  of  the  Second  Compan»i.  Fourth 
Meghnent,  Light  Ai  fillery,  Hvidgcport,  commences. 

The  first  entries  are  Ma}-  24,  1S26,  and  Peter  C.  Pixley  is  Captain,  Daniel  B. 
Oviatt,  1st  Lieutenant,  and  Elias  A.  Hall,  2d  Lieutenant. 

In  1830,  September  11,  we  find  the  following  full  muster  roll  of  Second  Com- 
pany, Fourth  Regiment  : 


Nelson  Burroughs,  Captain. 

George  Robbins,.-  ist  Lieut. 

Shelton  B.  Stratton,  -.2d 

Henry  W.  Stillman,  ist  Sergt. 

Ira  Bartram  --2d 

Harry  Bray,   3d  " 

Charles  A.  Turney,   4th  " 

John  Tucker,   ..ist  Corpl. 


Divine  Chatfield   2d  Corpl. 

Bard  Blakeman  -  Fifer. 

William  Thompson  -. 

Frederick  W.  Parrott,  Drummer. 

Frederick  Lathrop,    " 

David  Beach,  Bass  drummer. 

^L1dison  A.  Treat,   "  " 


Asa  French, 
Anson  Hawley. 
Alfred  Hawley. 
Benjamin  Lewis. 
Charles  W.  Lewis. 
Caleb  Tomlinson. 
Charles  H.  Wakley. 
David  Middlebrooks. 
David  Meeker. 
Ezra  Peet. 
Elijah  Peet. 
Ezra  Wheeler. 


Privates. 
Harpin  Blake. 
John  W.  Beardsley. 
John  Hall. 
James  H.  Winton. 
Justus  Allen. 
John  Hayes. 
James  Downs. 
Jeduthan  Thompson. 
John  Barton. 
Lewis  Turney. 
Lewis  Burr. 
I  Lorrin  Nichols. 

Ezra  D.  Smith. 


Monson  Smith. 
Robert  Turney. 
Sidney  N.  Lewis. 
Seth  L.  Stratton. 
William  E.  Ells. 
George  Crawford. 
Elbert  Hawley. 
Burton  Gray. 
Charles  H.  Peck. 
Elam  Nichols. 
William  ^L  Dunning. 
John  E.  Chatfield. 


A  '^sentees. 

Roswell  Seeley.  |  Munson  Seeley.  |  William  Ward. 

Ten  years  later,  September  7,  1840,  we  find  the  following  muster  roll  of  the 
Second  Company,  Fourth  Regiment,  Light  Artillery,  of  Bridgeport  : 


Officers  and  Men. 

Aaron  B.  B.  Downs,  ist  Lieut.     Sheldon  Beach   3d  Sergt. 

Ira  W.  Peet  ..2d      "  Moses  O.  Banks,  ist  Corpl. 

Fenelon  Hubbell,  ist  Sergt.      John  J.  Stillman,  2d 

Thomas  Stillman,  2d      "  Bryant  Parrott,  ..Drummer. 


Elbert  Hawley. 
Henry  Hurd. 
Johnson  Hayes. 
Roswell  Whiting. 


Privates. 
Sherwood  Siratton. 
George  B.  Smith. 
William  G.  Nichols. 
Abija  L.  Peet. 


Matthew  Lord. 
Payton  R.  Bishop. 
William  Blake. 
I  James  Robertson. 
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Benjamin  W.  Ward 

(not  warned). 
Stephen  S.  Sterling  " 
Morris  Crawford 
Frederick  N.  Hurd  " 
Benjamin  Lewis  (sick). 
Charles  N.  Olmstead 

(not  warned). 
David  Middlebrook  " 
Ephraim  C.  Young  (fined). 
James  Downs^not  warned). 
John  Stevenson  " 


Absentees. 
Robert  J.  Mills 

(not  warned). 
George  M.  Benjamin  " 
Chauncey  Keeler  " 
\Vm.  M.  Dunning 
Sillick  Nichols 
Sidney  N.  Lewis  (fined). 
Benjamin  Stillman 

(not  warned). 
James  H.  Winton 
Jarvis  Polly  " 
Edward  Tones 


j  Abijah  Taylor 

j  (not  warned). 

I  Sheldon  H.  Nichols  " 

i  John  Parrott 

j  William  Squires  " 

I  John  G.  Taylor  " 

j  Christopher  Beardsley  " 

William  L.  Wheeler  " 
i  Nathan  B.  Abbott 
I  JohnW.Beardsley(fined  35) 
j  .'\lanson  Beardsley  " 
'  Charles  W.  Lewis 


Passing  down  to  1843,  on  May  ist  we  find  the  following  roll  of  officers  and 
men  who  "appeared  at  the  usual  place  of  parade  and  were  inspected  :" 

Fenelon  Hubbell,  ..Captain. 

Thomas  U.  Stillman,  1st  Lieut. 

George  B.  Smith  2d  " 


William  B.Johnson,   3d  Sergt. 

John  F.  Bartlett,  4th 

George  Goulden,  ..  ..ist  Corpl. 


Matthew  Lord. 
Hezakiah  Lockwood. 
Peyton  R.  Bishop. 


Privates. 
John  Stevenson. 
William  G.  Nichols. 
Bryant  Parrott. 

Abraham  Couch. 


Curtis  Ritch. 
Thomas  Lewis. 
Fred.  G.  Schutz. 


On  May  5,  1845,  the  following  is  the  entry  for  the  parade  of  that  date: 
Fenelon  Hubbell,   Captain.        Frederick  Stillman  2d  Sergt. 


Thomas  U.  Stellman,  .ist  Lieut. 

G.B.Smith,...  2d 


John  F.  Bartlett  3d 


Hezekiah  Lockwood. 
Abraham  Couch. 
Thomas  Lewis. 
Rodney  N.  Burred. 
Burritt  W.  Humiston. 


Wilson  Beardsley. 
Elias  N.  Plumb. 


Curtis  Ritch. 


James  Parkerton. 
Frederick  G.  Schultz. 


Privates. 
Andrew  Holste. 
William  E.  Johnson. 
Edgar  Blake. 
Levi  Silliman. 
Levi  H.  Hubbell. 


I  Barzila  Banks, 
j  Wheeler  Beers, 
j  Abraham  Hendrickson. 

William  N.  Bartrom. 
I  George  Goulden. 


Gunners. 
Clark  Seeley. 
William  Seeley. 

Musicians. 
Henry  B.  Seeley. 

Absentees. 
Lemuel  B.  Sherman.  I 
Wakeman  W.  Wells.  j 
Bryant  Parrott  (drummer). 


j  Lewis  M.  Seeley. 

I  Peyton  R.  Bishop. 

I  Lemuel  Wilkins. 
j  Henry  Kimball. 
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William  Seelej'. 
Elias  N.  Plumb. 
George  N.  Morehouse. 
William  Bartram. 


The  last  muster  roll  is  in  1S47,  under  date  of  October  19th,  and  is  as  follows 

1847. 

Silas  D.  Baldwin  Captain,     j  Wakeman  W.  Wells  -.ist  Sergt. 

John  F.  B.irtlett   ist  Lieut,  j  Lyman  B.  Munson  ..2d 

Levi  G.  Silliman,   2d      "       j  Theodore  Skidmore,  3d  " 

Wheeler  Beers   3d      "       1   Samuel  W.  Reemer,  4th  " 

Privates. 

Barzila  Banks.  Henry  Kimball. 

Abraham  Couch.  Thomas  Lewis. 

Levi  H.  Hubbell.  Clark  Seeley. 

Henry  Hubbell.  Lewis  N.  Seeley. 

Wilson  Beardsley. 

We  cannot  leave  this  very  valuable  old  mililarj- relic  and  interesting  historical 
record  without  transcribing  from  the  last  page  the  following,  which  tells  the  story 
of  its  rescue  and  preservation  : 

"This  book  was  purch.ised  from  a  dealer  in  paper  stock  by  J.  S.  Hanover  in 
the  year  1866,  and  preserved  by  him  until  its  presentation  to  the  Fairfield  Histor- 
ical Society,  August  S,  1SS2. — J.  S.  H." 

From  the  "Inspection  Return"  of  the  "Republican  Grays,"  the  Third  Flank 
Company  of  the  Fourth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  Bridgeport,  1S39,"  we  make  the 
following  abstract  : 

Officers  and  Men — Names  and  Rank. 


James  Sacket,  Captain. 

Monson  H.  Hyde  .Lieut. 

Charles  B.  Hubbell,   Ensign. 

Stiles  Hurd,  Sergt. 

David  Falconer   " 

Seymour  Whiting   " 


William  E.  Booth  ..Sergt. 

David  Hull,  Corpl. 

Charles  B.  Nichols   " 

A.  C.  Higgins,  

Henry  Hinman   " 


Charles  Edwards. 
Charles  Waterbury 
Charles  Wordin. 
Jesse  Bradley. 
Sherman  Wood. 
Henry  Hill. 


William  Beebe.  Edward  Taylor. 

William  Shelton.  Charles  Spinning. 

George  Hyde.  Edward  Crocker. 

Jacob  Gurnsey.  Edward  Nichols. 

Theodore  Burr.  Edward  Smith. 

Henry  Booth.  Henr>-  Hall. 

James  Pennoyer. 

The  abstract  of  the  return  shows  i  captain,  I  lieutenant,  I  ensign,  4  sergeants, 
4  corporals,  i  drummer,  i  fifer,  i  bugler,  and  20  privates,  in  all  34  (present  and 
absent).  Also,  18  uniforms,  3  swords,  20  muskets,  20  bayonets,  20  cartridge 
boxes,  20  bayonet  scabbards  and  belts,  no  spare  flints,  20  priming  wires,  no 
powder  horns,  loose  balls,  pouches  or  knapsacks.    A  most  formidable  showing. 

Elias  IJou  e,  Jr.,  Tost,  yo.  ,3,  G.  A.  J.'.,-"  Deportment  of  Con- 
necticut.— From  records  compiled  by  George  W.  Keeler,  of  Elias  Howe,  Jr.. 


No  correct  list  of  the  soldiers  in  the  late  Rebellion  is  to  be  had.  A  list 
corrected  and  published  bv  the  Slate  will  soon  be  given  to  the  public.  In  view 
of  these  facts  only  the  record  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  in  the  Post  at 
Bridgeport  is  given. 


Officers  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Post. 


Post,  No.  3,  G.  A.  R.,  it  is  shown  that  a  convention  of  the  delegates  representing 
the  Posts  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  organized  in  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut, was  held  at  Hartford,  April  11,  1S67,  at  which  time  a  permanent  department 
of  the  order  was  organized,  to  be  known  as  the  JJc])<(rtment  of  Connecticut, 
Gvatul  Army  of  the  Hepnblic,  Edward  Harland,  of  Norwich,  being  elected 
Grand  Commander.  The  department  was  divided  into  four  districts,  similar  in 
extent  with  the  Congressional  districts  of  the  State.  District  No.  4  was  placed 
under  command  01  Gen.  Wm.  H.  Noble,  of  Post  No.  3,  who  appointed  as  his 
assistant  Adjutant  General  Captain  William  L.  Hubbell,  and  as  A.  O.  M.  G. 
S.  M.  Nichols,  also  members  of  Post  No.  3. 

The  charter  of  Post  No.  3  was  granted  and  dated  April  15,  1S67,  with  the 
following  named  veterans  as  charter  members  :  William  H.  Noble,  Tames  E.  Dun- 
ham, Albert  W.  Peck,  J.  R.  Cumming,  William  H.  Lacey,  E.  A.  Stebbins, 
S.  M.  Nichols,  Samuel  E.  Blinn,  Wheeler  Hawley,  H.  L.  Cowles.  On  April  25, 
1867,  the  above  named  comrades  met  in  Gen.  William  H.  Noble's  office  (Sturde- 
vant  building),  and  post  No.  3  was  duly  organized  by  Gen.  William  H.  Noble, 
commanding  the  fourth  district  of  the  department. 

At  this  meeting  the  following  officers  were  elected  to  serve  until  election,  to 
take  place  in  July,  1S67:  James  E.  Dunham,  Post  Commander;  William  H. 
Lacey,  S.  V.  Commander  ,  J.  R.  Cumming,  M.D.,  J.  V.  Commander  ;  Albert  W. 
Peck,  Adjutant;  Philip  B.  Segee,  Quartermaster;  J.  R.  Cumming,  M.D.,  Surgeon. 

S.  M.  Nichols  was  appointed  Officer  of  the  Day;  Samuel  E.  Blinn  was  ap- 
pointed Officer  of  the  Guard  ;  S.  W.  Hawley,  sentinel  at  the  outpost  ;  J.  V.  Com- 
mander, sentinel  on  duty  at  the  reserve. 

July,  1S67,  fpllowing  comrades  were  elected  officers  for  ensuing  six  months  : 
James  E.  Dunham,  P.  C;  William  H.  Lacey,  S.  V.  C;  Henry  L.  Coles,  J.  V.  C; 
Albert  W.  Peck.-'  Adj.;  Philip  B.  Segee,  O.  ^L:  J.  R.  Cumming,  >LD.,  Surgeon  ; 
William  H.  May,  Chaplain. 

January,  1S6S,  following  comrades  were  elected  officers  for  ensuing  six  months  : 
Samuel  E.  Blinn,  P.  C;  Alfred  B.  Beers,  S.  V.  C;  John  M.  Speidel,  J.  V.  C;  John 

G.  Stephens,  Adj.;  George  A.  Staples,  O.  M.;  A.  D.  Powers,  Surgeon  ;  — ;  , 

Chaplain. 

W.  W.  Pardee  was  appointed  Officer  of  the  Day;  C.  F.  Hall  was  appointed 
Officer  of  the  Guard. 

June  25,  1868,  following  comrades  were  elected  officers  for  ensuing  six  months  : 
Samuel  E.  Blinn,  P.  C;  Alfred  B.  Beers,  S.  V.  C:  John  M.  Speidel,"  J.  V.  C; 
John  G.  Stevens,  .A.dj.;  George  A.  Staples,  O.  M.;  Gustave  Ohnesorg,  ^LD.,  Sur- 
geon ;  George  A.  Parkington,  Chaplain  ;  William  F.  Daly,  Sergt.  Major  ;  William 

H.  Bowman,  O.  ^L  Sergt. 

December,  186S,  following  comrades  were  elected  officers  for  six  months 
ensuing:  Alfred  B.  Beers,  P.  C;  Henry  L.  Sturges,  S.  V.  C;  George  A.  Staples, 
J.  V.  C;  Rod  S.  Beers,  Adj.;  C.  F.  Hale,  O.  >L;  A.  H.  Abernathy,  Surgeon  ; 
George  A.  Parkington,  Chaplain  ;  William  E.  Disbrow,  Sergt.  Major  ;  L.  AL 
Louvelle,  Q.  M.  Sergt. 


A.  W.  Peck  resigned  as  Adjutant  and  J.  G.  Stevens  appointed  in  place. 

J.  M.  Speidel  resigned  as  J.  V.  C.  July  23,  1868,  and  H.  L.  Sturges  elected 
August  6,  1868. 
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Janier  Bozworih  was  appointed  Officer  of  the  Day;    Stolplier  was  ap- 

pointed Officer  of  the  Guard. 

June  24,  1S69,  the  following  comrades  were  elected  officers  for  six  months 
ensuing:  Alfred  B.  Beers,  P.  C;  George  A.  Staples,  S.  V.  C;  Thomas  Boudren, 
J.  V.  C;  Rod  S.  Beers,  Adj.;  C.  F.  Hale,  O.  M.;  George  A.  Parkington,  Chaplain  ; 
A.  H.  Abernathy,  M.D.,  Surgeon  ;  Russ  Glenn,  Sergt.  Major  ;  F.  W.  Wales,  O.  M. 
Sergt. 

W.  W.  Walker  was  appointed  OtBcer  ol  the  Day  ;  John  A.  Ludford"'  was  ap- 
pointed Officer  of  the  Guard. 

December  30,  1S69,  the  following  comrades  were  elected  officers  for  six  months 
ensuing:  George  A.  Staples.  P.O.;  William  F.  Dailey,  S.  V.  C;  Rod  S.  Beers, 
J.  V.  C;  Henry  M.  Capper,"  Adj.;  F.  N.  Cox,  O.  M.;  W.  B.  Nichols,  Surgeon  ; 
George  A.  Parkington,  Chaplain  ;  Fred  Goodrich,  O.  of  D.;  Russ  Glenn,"  O.  of 
G.;  William  Finnemore,  Sergt.  Major;  Nerval  Green,  Q.  M.  Sergt. 

June  30,  1S70,  the  following  comrades  were  elected  officers  for  six  months 
ensuing:  George  A.  Parkington,  P.  C;  David  B.  Lockwood,  S.  V.  C;  Reuben 
Blake.  J.  V.  C;  Lymnn  L.  Rose,  Adj.;  Frederick  N.  Cox,  O.  M.;  Charles  S. 
Wells,  Surgeon  ;  Charles  W.  Scarriti,  Chaplain  ;  James  Cahill.  O.  of  D.;  Stephen 
Weaver,  O.  of  G.;  William  C.  Geddes,  Sergt.  Major  ;  N'orval  Green,  O.  M.  Sergt.; 
Frederick  M.  Wilmot,  Drum  Major. 

January  5,  1871,  the  following  comrades  were  elected  officers  for  ensuing  year 
(1871):  George  A.  Parkington,'^  p_  q  .  Reuben  Blake,-"  S.  V.  C;  John  Cahill, 
J.  V.  C;  Lyman  L.  Rose,"  Adj.;  Dwight  H.  Cowles,-'  O.  M.;  Charles  H.  Wells,-» 
Surgeon  ;  Charles  W.  Scarritt,  Chaplain  ;  D.  H.  Jennings,  O.  of  D.;  Stephen 
Weaver,  O.  of  G.,  William  C.  Geddes,  Sergt.  Major;  F.  A.  King,^'  O.  M.  Sergt.; 
Fred  Wilmot,  Drum  Major. 

December  21,  1S71,  the  folIo\ving  comrades  were  elected  officers  for  ensu- 
ing year  (1S72):  Rod  S.  Beers,  P.  C;  Thomas  C.  Coats,  S.  V.  C;  William  R. 


'•^  J.  A.  Ludford  resigned  October  21,  1S69,  and  S.  C.  Paul  elected  to  fill 
vacancy. 

J.  T.  Piatt  appointed  adjutant  February  3,  1S70,  vice  Capper  resigned,  and 
served  to  end  of  term. 

A.  DeForest  elected  O.  G.  March  10,  1S70,  vice  Glen,  resigned.  A.  DeForest 
elected  O.  D.  April  7,  1870,  vice  Goodrich,  resigned.  James  Cahill  elected  O.  G. 
April  7,  1870,  vice  DeForest,  promoted. 

William  F.  Dailey  elecied  P.  C.  March  16,  1S71,  vice  Parkington,  resigned. 
George  A.  Staples  elected  P.  C.  August  24,  1871,  vice  Dailey,  resigned,  and  served 
to  end  ot  term. 

S.  V.  C.  Blake  and  J.  V.  C.  Cahill  boih  resigned  before  expiration  of  iheir 
term.  Rod  S.  Beers  was  elected  S.  V.  C.  and  Fred  N.  Cox  J.  V.  C,  and  served  to 
end  of  term. 

L.  L.  Rose  resigned  as  Adjutant  July  20,  1871,  and  Henry  W.  Stevens  was 
elected  to  serve  balance  of  term. 

William  E.  Disbrow  elected,  but  declined  to  serve.  June  15,  1871,  D.  H. 
Cowles  resigned  as  Q.  M.  and  comrade  Disbrow  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

A.  H.  Abernathy  elected  Surgeon  November  9,  i87r,  vice  Wells,  resigned. 
"  C.  B.  Downs  appointed  Q.  M.  S.,  vice  King,  resigned. 
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Palmer,  J.  V.  C;  Henry  W.  Stevens,"-  Adj.  (appointed);  William  E.  Disbrow, 
Q.  M.;  George  F.  Lewis,  M.D.,  Surgeon  ;  Charles  W.  Scarritt,  Chaplain  ;  T.  P. 
Callahan,  O.  of  D.;  Charles  Shailer,  O.  of  G.;  Henry  C.  Larramie,  Sergt.  Major 
(appointed);  John  R.  Kimball.  O.  M.  Sergt.  (appointed). 

January  2,  1S73,  the  following  comrades  were  elected  olTicers  for  ensuing  year: 
James  Bozworth,  P.  C;  Charles  Rawlings,  S.  V.  C;  Charles  M.  Shailer,  J.  V.  C; 
Chauncey  B.  Downs, -'^  Adj.  (appointed);  William  E.  Disbrow,  O.  M.;  F.J.  Young, 
M.D.,  Surgeon  ;  Charles  W.  Scarritt,  Chapl.iin  ;  T.  P.  Callahan,  O.  of  D.;  Henry 
W.  Stevens,*^  O.  of  G.;  Edward  Ward,  Sergt.  Major  (appointed);  John  R.  Kimball, 
Q.  M.  Sergt.  (appointed);  J.  G.  Cornell,  Drum  Major. 

December  iS,  1073,  the  following  comrades  were  elected  officers  for  ensuing 
year  (1874):  William  E.  Disbrow,  P.  C,  T.  P.  Callahan,  S.  V.  C;  Norval  Green," 
J.  V.  C;  Harry  C.  Isard,  Adj.  (appointed);  John  R.  Kimball,  O.  M.;  A.  H.  Aber- 
nathy,  M.D.,  Surgeon;  George  Hill,  Chaplain;  James  H.  Burnes,  O.  of  D.; 

Charles  Dimond,  O.  of  G.;     ,  Sergt.  Major;     ,  O.  M. 

Sergt.;  ,  Drum  Major. 

December  30,  1S74,  the  following  comrades  were  elected  ofTicers  for  ensuing 
year  (1875):  William  E.  Disbrow,  P.  C;  T.  P.  Callahan,^'  S.  V.  C;  John  Oliver, 
J.  V.  C;  Henry  W.  Stevens,  Adj.  (appointed):  John  R.  Kimball,  Q.  M.;  Robert 
Landen,  M.D.,  Surgeon  ;  George  Hill,  Chaplain  ;  Charles  Dimond, O.  of  D,; 
George  C.  Carpenter,  O.  of  G.;  Charles  E.  Moore,  Sergt.  Major  (appointed); 
Moses  Mills,  Q.  M.  Sergt.  (appointed). 

December  30,  1875,  the  following  comrades  were  elected  otTtcers  for  ensuing 
year  (1876):  William  E.  Disbrow,  P.  C;  John  Oliver,  S.  V.  C;  Charles  E.  Moore, 
J.  V.  C;  John  S.  Caroli,-^  Adj.;  John  R.  Kimball.^'  Q.  M.;  A.  H.  Abernathy,  M.D., 
Surgeon  ;  Rev.  Daniel  O.  Ferris,  Chaplain  ;  John  A.  Ludford,  O.  of  D.;  George 
E.  Betts,  O.  of  G.;  William  H.  Downs,  Sergt.  Major;  Joseph  Kiley,  O.  M. 
Sergt. 

December  7,  1876,  the  following  comrades  were  elected  officers  for  ensuing 


^  Henry  W.  Stevens  resigned  as  Adjutant  July  I,  1872,  and  Chauncey  B. 
Downs  appointed  to  fill  the  position. 

C.  B.  Downs  resigned  as  Adjutant  September  11,  1873,  H.  C.  Isard 

appointed  to  fill  vacancy. 

H.  W.  Stevens  resigned  as  O.  G.  January  16,  1873.  W.  C.  Geddes  elected 
January  23,  1S73. 

^  N.  Green  resigned  J.  V.  C.  May  14,  1874.  John  Oliver  elected  to  fill 
vacancy  May  21,  1874. 

T.  P.  Callahan  resigned 'September  9,  1875,  and  John  Oliver  elected  Sep- 
tember 16,  1875,  to  fill  vacancy.  Oliver  Treadwell  elected  to  J.  V.  C,  vice  Oliver, 
promoted. 

Charles  Dimond  resigned  O.  D.  October  7,  1875,  and  George  C.  Carpenter 
elected  October  14,  1S75,  to  fill  vacancy.  John  A.  Ludford  elected  O.  G.,  vice 
Carpenter,  promoted. 

J.  S.  Caroli  resigned  as  Adjutant  August  10,  1876,  and  George  W.  Keeler 
was  appointed  to  position  August  24,  1S76. 

^  J.  R.  Kimball  resigned  as  Q.  "SI.  September  14,  1876,  and  Ansil  H.  Couch 
elected  to  fill  vacancy  September  21,  1876. 
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year  (1877):  William  E.  Disbrow,«  P.  C;  Henry  W.  Stevens,  S.  V.  C;  George  E. 
Belts,  J.  V.  C;  George  W.  Keeler,  Adj  :  Ansil  H.  Couch,^'  O.  M.;  A.  A.  Holmes, 
M.D.,  Surgeon  ;  Rev.  D.  O.  Ferris,  Chaplain  ;  John  A.  Ludford,  O.  of  D.;  Richard 
A.  Clancey,  O.  of  G.;  Will  H.  Weicht,-'^  Sergt.  Major;  Fred.  L.  Warren.^'  O.  M. 
Sergt. 

December  6,  1S77,  the  following  comrades  were  elected  officers  for  ensuing 
year  (1878):  George  A.  Staples.^^  P.  C.;  John  Oliver,-'^  S.  V.  C;  E  J.  Sherwood,-' 
J.  V.  C;  George  W.  Keeler,  Adj.;  William  E.  Disbrow,  O.  M.;  A.  A.  Holmes, 
Surgeon  ;  Lewis  G.  Logan,  Chaplain  ;  Richard  A.  Clancey,  O.  of  D.;  Charles  E. 
Williams,-*'  O.  of  G.;  John  Burke, Sergt.  ^Lajor  ;  Frederick  A.  Booth,  O.  >L  Sergt. 

December  5,  1S7S,  the  following  comrades  were  elected  olTicers  lor  ensuing 
year  (1870);  Julius  W,  Knowlton,'''^  P.  C;  John  A.  Ludford,  S.  V.  C;  Terrance 
O'Brien,  J.  V.  C;  George  W.  Keeler,  Adj.;  William  E.  Disbrow,  O.  M.;  A.  A. 
Holmes,  ^LD.,  Surgeon  ;  Lewis  G.  Logan,  Chaplain  ;  Richard  A.  Clancey,  O.  of  D.; 
Joseph  Tyler,  O.  of  G.;  Wilt  H.  Weicht,  Sergt.  Major;  Frederick  A.  Booth,  O.  ^L 
Sergt. 

December  4,  1879,  the  following  comrades  were  elected  olTicers  for  ensuing 
year  (iSSo):  Lewis  G.  Logan,  P.  C;  Richard  A.  Clancey,*'  S.  V.  C;  Terrance 
O'Brien,  J.  V.  C;  George  W.  Keeler,  Adj.;  William  E.  Disbrow,  O.  M.;  Byron 


W;  E.  Disbrow  resigned  as  P.  C.  October  11,  1S77.  Henry  W.  Stevens  was 
elected  October  18,  1877,  to  fill  the  vacancy,  and  November  i,  1877,  George  E. 
Betts,  J.  V.  C,  was  elected  S.  V.  C,  vice  Stevens,  promoted,  and  November  8, 
1877,  E.  J.  Sherwood  was  elected  J.  V.  C,  vice  Betts,  promoted. 

A.  H.  Couch  resigned  as  O.  .\L  August  2,  1S77,  and  Birdsey  L.  Sherman 
was  elected  to  fill  vacancy  August  9,  1S77,  and  resigned  same  October  11,  1S77. 
W.  E.  Disbrow  was  elected  October  8,  1877,  to  fill  vacancy. 

■•^  W.  H.  Weicht  resigned  as  S.  M.  August  16,  1877,  and  Charles  E.  Williams 
appointed  to  fill  vacancy  September  5,  1S77. 

^  F.  L.  Warren  resigned  as  O.  ^L  S.  September  6,  1877,  and  L.  L.  Rose 
appointed  to  fill  position  same  date,  but  declined  the  honor. 

**  First  ballot  Alfred  B.  Beers  --eceived  nearly  ever}'  vote,  but  declined  to 
accept  position. 

^  John  Oliver  died  July  5,  1S78.  John  A.  Ludford  elected  July  25,  1878,  to 
fill  vacancy. 

E.  J.  Sherwood  resigned  July  18,  1878,  as  J.  V.  C.  George  E.  Luinscoe 
elected  July  25,  1S78,  to  fill  vacancy. 

C.  E.  Williams  resigned  position  O.  G.  March  28,  1878.  Joseph  Tyler 
elected  April  4,  1878,  to  fill  vacancy. 

John  Burke  resigned  August  15,  1S78,  and  W.  H.  Lyon  appointed  to  fill 
position. 

J.  W.  Knowlion  declined  to  accept  position  of  P.  C,  and  Lewis  G.  Logan 
was  elected  to  position,  W.  H.  Lyon  being  elected  as  Chaplain,  vice  Logan, 
promoted. 

^  R.  A.  Clancey  declined  to  serve  as  S.  V.  C,  and  Christian  Ouien  was 
elected  December  18,  1879,  to  fill  position,  and  R.  A.  Clancey  was  elected  O.  D. 
at  same  time  and  resigned  same  .April  29,  1S80,  when  Will  H.  Weicht  was  elected 
to  fill  position.    William  H.  Downs  was  elected  O.  G.,  vice  Weicht,  promoted. 


Officers  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Post. 


475 


W.  Munson,  Surgeon;  William"  H.  Lyon,  Chaplain;  Christian  Ouien,  O.  of  D.; 
Will  H.  Weicht,  O.  of  G.;  Edward  F.  Clark,  Sergt.  Major;  Frederick  A.  Booth, 
O.  M.  Sergt. 

December  2,  1S80.  the  following  comrades  were  elected  otTicers  for  ensuing 
year  (iSSi):  Lewis  G.  Logan,'''  P.  C;  Christian  Oiiien,=-  S.  V.  C;  William  H. 
Hine,  J.  V.  C;  George  W.  Keeler,  Adj.;  William  E.  Disbrow,  O.  ^L;  Byron  W. 
Munson.  Surgeon  ;  William  H.  Gray,  Chaplain;  Joseph  Tyler,  O.  of  D.;  ^L^rcus 
E.  Comstock,  O.  of  G.;  John  P.  Jaquith,  Sergt.  xM.ijor;  Bradley  Banks,="' O.  U. 
Sergt. 

December  i,  1S81,  the  following  comrades  were  elected  otficers  for  ensuing 
year  (1S82):  George  W.  Keeler,  P.  C;  Richard  A.  Clancey,"*  S.  V.  C;  Joseph 
Tyler,  J.  V.  C;  Will  H.  Weicht.  Adj.;  William  E.  Disbrow,  Q.  M.;  Byron  W. 
Munson,  Surgeon  ;  Daniel  Worcester,  Chaplain  ;  >L\rcus  E.  Comstock, O.  of  D.; 
William  Derringer,  O.  of  G  ;  John  P.  Jaquith,  Sergt.  Major;  Charles  E.  Moore, 
Q.  M.  Sergt. 

December  7,  rSS2,  the  following  comrades  were  elected  officers  for  ensuing 
year  (1883):  Daniel  Worcester,  P.  C;  Joseph  Tyler,  S.  V.  C;  William  Derringer, 
J.  V.  C;  John  P.  Iaquith.-«  Adj.;  William  E.  Disbrow,  O.  ^L;  Byron  W.  Munson. 
Surgeon  ;  James  L.  Green.  Chaplain  ;  WMlliam  H.  Lyon,  O.  of  D.;  Henry  IL 
Smith.  O.  of  G.;  David  R.  Waters, Sergt.  Major  ;  George  W.  Keeler,  O.  M.  Sergt. 

December  6,  1S83,  the  following  comrades  were  elected  officers  for  ensuing 
year  (1SS4):  Daniel  Worcester.^^  P.  C;  Joseph  Tyler,^'  S.  V.  C;  William  Derrin- 
ger, J.  V.  C;  Charles  E.  Moore.  Adj.;  William  E.  Disbrow,  O.  M.;  Byron  W. 
Munson,  Surgeon  ;  Henry  Stephens,  Chaplain  ;  Henry  H.  Smith, O.  of  D.; 


L.  G.  Logan  resigned  as  P.  C.  October  13,  1881.  October  20,  1881,  George 
W.  Keeler  was  elected  for  unexpired  term. 

"C.  Ouien  resigned  as  S.  V.  C.  July  14,  i83i.  July  21,  iSSi,  William  H. 
Hine  was  elected  to  fill  position.  F.  L.  Warren  being  elected  J.  V.  C,  vice  Mine, 
promoted.    Will  H.  Weicht  was  appointed  Adjutant  by  Comaiander  Ketjler. 

^  B.Banks  resigned  as  O.  S.  October  27,  iS8i,  and  C.  E.  Moore  was 
appointed  to  fill  vacancy. 

R.  A.  Clancey  refused  to  accept  position  S.  V.  C.  January  ig,  1S82,  Lewis 
G.  Logan  was  elected  to  fill  vacancy. 

^L  E.  Comstock  resigned  position  O.  D.  June  29,  1882.  July  6,  1882,  \Vil- 
liam  Derringer  was  elected  O.  D.  to  fill  vacancy.  W.  H.  Lyon  was  elected  O.  G.. 
vice  Derringer,  promoted. 

J.  P.  Jaquith  resigned  position  Adjutant  September  20,  1883,  and  C.  E. 
Moore  was  appointed  to  fill  vacancy.  George  C.  Stewart  was  appointed  S.  NL, 
vice  Moore,  resigned. 

D.  R.  Waters  resigned  position  S.  'SI.  January  t8,  18S3.  and  C.  E.  Moore 
was  appointed  to  position. 

^  D.  Worcester  resigned  position  P.  C.  September  25,  1884.  W.  Derringer 
elected  to  fill  vacancy  October  2,  1S84. 

J.  Tyler  resigned  position  S.  V.  C.  June  5,  1SS4.  June  I2,  18S4,  W.  Derrin- 
ger elected  to  fill  vacancy.  Thomas  Boudren  was  elected  J.  V.  C,  vice  Derringer, 
promoted.  When  Derringer  promoted  P.  C.  promoted  S.  V.  C.  James  P.  Smith, 
promoted  J.  V.  C. 

H,  H.  Smith  resigned  position  C.  D.  August  14,  1884.    James  P.  Smith  was 
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James  P.  Smith,  O.  of  G.;  George  C.  Stewart,  Sergt.  Major  ;  George  W.  Keeler, 
O.  M.  Sergt. 

December  4,  18S4,  the  following  comrades  were  elected  otTicers  for  ensuing 
year(lSS5):  William  H.  L^■on,  P.  C;  Thomas  Boudren,  S.  V.  C;  Eugene  Ward, 
J.  V.  C;  William  H.  Hine.  Adj.;  William  E.  Disbrow,  O.  M.;  Byron  W.  Munson, 
M.D.,  Surgeon  ;  Henry  Stephens,  Chaplain  ;  George  C.  Stewart,  O.  of  D..  Stephen 
Wright,  O.  of  G.;  Fred  L.  Warren,  Sergt.  Major;  George  W.  Keeler,  O.  M.  Sergt. 

December  3,  1S85,  the  following  comrades  were  elected  officers  for  ensuing 
year  (1SS6):  Tliomas  Boudren,  P.  C;  Eugene  Ward,  S.  V.  C;  George  C.  Stewart, 
J.  V.  C;  George  W.  Keeler,  Adj.;  William  E.  Disbrow,  O.  M.;  George  L.  Porter, 
M.D.,  Surgeon  ;  Warren  W.  Porter,*'  Chaplain  ;  Henry  A.  North,  O.  of  D.;  Henry 
Crofutt,  O.  of  G. 

Members  of  Post  No.  3  who  have  been  honored  with  Department  and  National 
olBce :  f 

William  H.  Noble,  Commander  Fourth  District,  Depart  Conn.,  1S67. 

William  L.  Hubbell,  A.  A.  G.,  Fourth  District,  Dept.  Conn.,  1S67. 

S.  M.  Nichols,  A.  O.  M.  G.,  Fourth  District,  Dept.  Conn.,  1S67. 

William  H.  Mallory,  J.  V.  Grand  Commander,  Dept.  Conn.,  1S68  ;  S.  V. 
Grand  Commander,  Dept.  Conn.,  1S69;  Grand  Commander,  Dept.  Conn.,  1870 
and  1871. 

Louis  N.  Middlebrook,  C.  of  A.,  Dept.  Conn.,  iS6q  and  1S71  ;  Judge  Advo- 
cate, Dept.  Conn.,  1870,  1872  and  1S73. 

Alfred  B.  Beers,  Asst.  Inspector,  Dept.  Conn.,  1869  and  1872;  C.  of  A.,  Dept. 
Conn.,  1873  ;  J.  V.  Commander,  Dept.  Conn.,  1S7S  and  1879  ;  S.  V.  Commander, 
mander.  Dept.  Conn.,  iSSo  ;  Commander,  Dept.  Conn.,  18S1  ;  Commander  Fitch's 
Heme,  18S2. 

George  A.  Staples,  Delegate  National  Encampment,  1S71  ;  Asst.  Inspector, 
Dept.  Conn.,  1871  ;  A.  O.  M.  G.,  Dept.  Conn.,  1876,  1877  and  1S81. 

Rod  S.  Beers,  C.  of  A.,  Dept.  Conn.,  1S72  ;  Asst.  Inspector,  Dept.  Conn.,  1873. 

William  E.  Disbrow,  J.  V.  Commander,  Dept.  Conn.,  1873  ;  S.  V.  Com- 
mander, Dept.  Conn.,  1874  and  1875  ;  Commander,  Dept.  Conn.,  1876  and  1877. 

John  Oliver,  Asst.  Inspector  General  (National),  1875. 

T.  P.  Callahan,  Asst.  Inspector,  Dept.  Conn.,  1875. 

Rev.  D.  O.  Ferris,  Chaplain,  Dept.  Conn.,  1876  and  1877. 

Julius  W.  Knowlton,  A.  A.  G.,  Dept.  Conn.,  1S76  and  1S77  ;  C.  of  A.  (Na- 
(ional),  187S  ;  Delegate  National  Encampment,  18S0. 

Charles  E.  Moore,  Asst.  Inspector,  Dept.  Conn.,  1S76  and  1877  ;  C.  of  A., 
Dept.  Conn.,  1S78  and  1879. 

Lewis  G.  Logan,  C.  M.  O.,  Dept.  Conn.,  1879  ;  C.  of  A.,  Dept.  Conn.,  Dele- 
gate National  Encampment,  A.  D.  C.  (National),  1882;  »\sst.  Inspector,  Dep'. 
Conn.,  1883. 

Joseph  Tyler,  A.  D.  C.  (National),  1882. 

V/ili  H.  Weicht,  A.  D.  C.  (National),  1S82. 


elected  to  fill  vacancy.  Ulrich  Burghardt  being  elected  O.  G.,  vice  Smith,  pro- 
moted, was  elected  O.  D.,  vice  Smith,  promoted  J.  V.  C.  Phi'o  A.  Morris  elected 
O.  G.,  vice  Burghardt,  elected  O.  D. 

"  W.  W.  Porter  declined  to  be  installed  as  Chaplain  and  Henry  Stephens  was 
elected  to  the  position. 


Officers  of  tlie  G.  A.  R.  Post.  777 

Henry  Huss,  C.  of  A.  (National),  1876  and  1877. 

George  \V.  Keeler,  A.  A.  G.,  Dept.  Conn.,  iSSi  ;  C.  M.  O.,  Dept.  Conn., 
1S83  ;  Inspector,  Dept.  Conn.,  1884  ;  Commander  Fitch's  Home,  1SS5  and  1SS6. 
George  E.  Betis.  A.  A.  A.  G.,  Dept.  Conn.,  1881. 
Henry  M.  Hoyt,  A.  D.  C.  (National).  18S1. 

John  C.  Copeland,  A.  D.  C,  Dept.  Conn.,  18S2  ;  A.  D.  C.  (National),  1S86. 
Fred  L.  Warren,  C.  of  A..  Dept.  Conn.,  18S3,  1SS4,  18S5  and  18S6. 
Daniel  Worcester,  Asst.  Inspector,  Dept.  Conn.,  1884  ;  A.  D.  C,  (National), 
1S85. 

William  H.  Lyon,  Asst.  Inspector,  Dept.  Conn.,  1SS4. 

Byron  W.  Munson,  Med.  Director,  Dept.  Conn.,  1SS5. 

Thomas  Boudren,  Delegate  National  Encampment,  i8Cg  and  1S86. 

Samuel  J.  Chaffee,  A.  D.  C.  (National),  18S5. 

George  C.  Stewart,  Asst.  Inspector,  1S86. 

Historical  Notes. 

The  Post  was  organized  in  the  office  of  Gen.  William  H.  Noble,  in  Sturdevant 
building,  April  25,  1867,  and  it  continued  to  hold  its  meetings  there  until  June  29, 
1867,  when  Lafayette  Hall  was  secured  and  meetings  were  held  there  until 
December  19,  1S67,  when  it  removed  to  Good  Templars'  Hall.  March  19,  1S68, 
removed  to  Odd  Fellows'  Hall,  as  then  known,  on  Water  street  ;  March  4,  1S69, 
to  hall  known  as  Harral's  Hall  ;  April  l,  1870,  to  hall  in  Sturdevant  building,  and 
thence  to  hall  in  Waller's  building.  In  May,  1874,  removed  to  Lafayette  Hall,  and 
thence,  September  1,  1883,  to  hall  over  the  post  office,  where  they  are  at  present 
located.  With  one  exception  the  halls  occupied  by  Post  have  been  known  as 
Grand  Army  Hall  while  occupied  by  them. 

August  17,  1S76,  the  soldiers'  monument  was  dedicated. 

The  Post,  since  its  organization,  has  held  each  year  some  kind  of  an  entertain- 
ment or  entertainments  for  the  purpose  of  raising  funds  to  assist  the  broken  down 
comrades,  the  widow  and  the  orphan  of  comrades  mustered  into  the  Grand  En- 
campment above.  With  very  few  exceptions  their  eflTorts  have  been  crowned  with 
success,  the  net  proceeds  running  from  S50  io-'j<l,20o;  this,  of  course,  could  not 
enable  them  to  be  very  liberal,  and  therefore  many  comrades'  widows  and  orphans 
have  been  assisted  by  contributions  from  the  comrades'  pockets.  In  1883,  under 
Commander  Worcester,  the  Post  held  a  fair,  and  it  was  then  that  the  veteran  found 
out,  if  he  never  knew  it  before,  that  the  people  were  his  friends  indeed,  the  fair 
netting  the  organizaticfn  Sio,ooo.  This  gratifying  result  was  largely  due  10  the 
persistent  and  judicious  efTorts  of  comrades  A.  B.  Beers,  George  Keeler  and  Wil- 
liam E.  Disbrow,  of  the  executive  committee. 

In  1884  the  Post  was  incorporated  by  act  of  the  Legislature. 

Memorial  Day. — Each  year  is  this  national  day  observed,  each  grave  of  a 
departed  comrade  is  decorated  with  a  wreath  of  green  and  the  first  flowers  of 
spring,  and  his  resting  place  marked  by  the  flag  he  helped  to  save.  This  year 
(1886)  for  the  first  time  the  comrades  were  assisted  in  the  pleasing  duly  by  a  detail 
from  the  Sons  of  Veterans  (William  H.  Mallory  Camp,  No.  ii).  This  Camp  was 
named  after  a  comrade  who,  when  living,  was  a  Grand  Army  man,  and  tlie  sons 
did  well  in  honoring  their  Camp  with  his  name  as  when  living  he  w.is  always 
honored  by  his  comrades.  The  sons  are  an  organization  ivhich,  if  kent  up,  will, 
in  time  place  a  wreath  and  a  flag  over  the  grave  of  ihe  last  veteran  ol  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic. 
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The  following  veterans  were  members  of  the  Post  during  its  first  year's  exist- 
ence. 


William  H.  Noble,  Col.  17th  C.  V.;  Bvt.  Bri^. 

Gen.  U.  S.  A. 
E.  N.  Stebbens- 

James  E.  Dunhatn,  Capl.  Co.  G,  17th  C.  V. 
Samuel  E.  Blinii,  1st  Lt.  Co.  D,  17th  C.  V. 
J.  R.  Cuiiimiiig,  M.D.,  Surgeon,  i;tli  C.  Y. 
Wbeeler  Hawley,  ist  Conn.  Cav. 
William  H.  Lacey,  Capt.  Co.  D,  t7th  C.  V. 
Henry  L.  Cowles. 

-Albert  W.  Peck,  ist  Lt.  Co.  D,  17th  C.  V. 
L.  M.  Nichols. 

John  M.  Andrews,  Co.  M,  ist  C.  H.  A. 
Anthony  Aigeltinger,  Corp.  Co.  E,  41st  N.Y.V. 
Charles  F.  Anderson.  Lt.  Co.  H,  id  C.  H.  A. 
Alfred  B.  Beers,  Capt.  Co.  B,  6th  C.  \'. 
Henry  Kiebel,  Capt.  Co.  H,  6th  C.  V. 
George  F.  Blinn,  Co.  M,  ist  C.  H.  A. 
Theo.  F.  Bradley. 

Frederick  A.  Booth,  ;d  Conn.  Lt.  Bat. 
John  Beck,  Co.  M,  ist  C.  H.  A. 
Wesley  H.  Botsford. 
Eugene  N.  Botsford,  U.  S.  N. 
S.  G.  Bailey. 
Charles  Bailey. 

James  Bozworth.  Sergt.  Co.  D,  17th  C.  V. 
James  Burton. 
Frederick  C.  Bowman. 
Allen  G.  Brady. 

Roderick  S.  Beers,  Co.  I,  6th  C.  V. 
Charles  H.  Brotherton,  Co.  I,  6th  C.  V. 
Cyrus  T.  Bachelder.  Sergt  Co.  D,  i/lh  C.  V. 
John  H.  Beck. 

John  C.  Bayles,  Co.  I,  oth  C.  V. 

Walter  Baxter,  Co  I,  nth  N.  V.  Cav. 

John  F.  Bartlett,  Co.  D,  17th  C.  V. 

Garrett  D.  Bonne,  Sergt.  Co.  D,  17th  C.  V. 

Hiram  H.  Blisii.  Band,  ist  and  17th  C.  V. 

Reuben  Blake,  Mus.  Co.  F,  ist  C.  H.  A. 

Samuel  Burr,  Sergt.  Co.  G,  nth  R.  1.  V. 

Oscar  R.  Beers,  Co.  A,  14th  C.  V. 

Charles  E.  Beers,  Co.  M,  1st  C.  H.  A. 

Philo  M.  Beers,  Co.  H,  ist  C.  V. 

Frederick  H.  Carpenter,  Corp.  Co.  D,  17th  C.V. 

Homer  S.  Curtiss. 

H.  B.  Chamberlain. 

George  S.  Crofutt. 

Elliott  M.  Curtiss,  Major  4th  U.  S.  Vet.  V. 

Marcus  Coon,  Capt.  1st  Squad  C.  Cav. 

Pierce  D.  Colburn,  Sergt.  Co.  D,  9th  C.  V. 

James  Caffrey,  Co.  D,  gth  C.  V. 

Lyman  S.  Catlin,  Lt.  and  Q.  M.  5th  U.  S.  C.  C. 

Henry  L.  Crampton,  Co.  D,  ist  N.  Y.  V. 

Henry  R.  Chaffee,  Lt.  2d  C.  Lt.  Bat. 

Frederick  N.  Cox,  Serg.  Co.  E,  38th  N.  Y.  V. 

Dwight  H.  Cowles,  Co.  I,  9th  C.  V. 

John  B.  Clark,  ist  Lt  Co.  B,  8th  U.  S.  C.  H.  A. 

William  E.  Disbrow,  Corp.  Co.  H,  2d  C.  V. 


!   Alexander  Doran,  ist  C.  L.  Bat. 
I  Jacob  Dietrich. 

I   William  F.  Daily,  Co.  L  6th  C.  V. 

j   Charles  Dimon,  Co.  D,  9th  C.  \'. 

I   Andrew  J.  Davis,  .Mus.  Co.  I,  25th  C.  V. 

Montgomery  F.gbert,  Co.  M,  ist  C.  H.  A. 
\   Burr  H.  French. 

[    William  Finnemore,  Co.  D,  13th  C.  V. 

j    Wilson  French,  Capt.  Co.  G,  17th  C.  \ . 

j   E.  D.  S.  Goodyear,  Lt.  Col.  loth  C.  Y.  and  Bvt. 

I         Brig.  Gen. 

I  E.  N.  Goodwin,  ist  Lt.  Co.  K,  24th  C.  V. 
i   William  Geilner,  Mus.  Co.  H,  6th  C.  \' . 

Russell  Glenn,  ist  Serg.  Co.  .\,  14th  C.  V. 

R.  Charles  Gotschalk,  2d  C.  L.  Bat. 

James  G.  Goodwin,  U.  S.  N. 

Steadman  Greenwood,  U.  S.  N. 

Miles  W.  Gray,  1st  Lt.  2d  C.  L.  Bat. 

James  L.  Green,  Co.  I,  15th  C.  V. 

William  C.  Geddes,  Co.  I,  90th  N.  Y.  V. 

Robert  Hubbard,  M.D.,  Med.  Director  nth 
Army  Corps. 

William  L.  Hubbell,  Capt.  Co.  D,  17th  C.  V. 

James  Hanford,  Co.  K,  ist  C.  H.  .\. 

George  Hill,  Serg.  Co.  E,  9th  C.  V. 

H.  K.  Hall,  Chajilain  17th  C.  V. 

Justus  B.  Hawley,  2d  Lt.  2d  C.  H.  A. 

Charles  W.  Hall,  Capt.  Co.  D,  23d  C.  H.  A. 

Samuel  O.  Hodges. 

Walter  S.  Hotchkiss,  Capt.  2d  C.  L.  Bat. 
I  T.  M.  Holcomb. 
O.  H.  Hibbard. 

John  R.  Hull,  Artificer  ist  C.  L.  Bat. 
Charles  F.  Hall. 

John  Harvey,  isl  Lt.  Co.  B,  17th  C.  V. 

•  Charles  Hurd,  Co.  H,  2d  C.  H.  A. 

I   Charles  Hull,  Wagoner  Co.  1,  6th  C.  V. 
I   Peter  Haefner,  2d  C.  L.  Bat. 

Franklin  H.  Hull,  Serg.  Co.  D.  ist  C.  Cav. 
;   .-Mvin  S.  Hunt,  Co.  .\,  21st  C.  Y. 
I  Orris  S.  Jennings,  Corp.  Co.  \,  Sth  C.  V. 
i   D.  Homer  Jennings,  Co.  D,  sth  N.  Y.  Cav. 

John  Johnson,  2d  G.  L.  Bat. 

Thomas  Knablin. 
I   Michael  Kelley. 

I  Justin  S.  Keeler,  Mus.  Co.  C,  17th  C.  V. 
{   Rudolph  Kost,  2d  Lt.  Co.  H,  6th  C.  V. 

Michael  Kelley,  Capt.  and  Bvt. Major  2d  C.H.A. 
I  Henry  Krouse,  Co.  B,  ist  C.  Cav. 

■  Robert  Lander,  >LD.,  Corp.  Co.  K,  nth  K.I.V 

■  Edward  H.  Lyon,  Co.  I,  6th  C.  V. 
I  John  Laurie. 

;    David  B.  Lockwood,  ist  Serg.  2d  C.  L.  Bat. 

•  Bennett  L.  Lewis,  Capt.  Co.  B,  6th  C.  V. 
i   Moses  Lonsella,  Co.  K,  Sth  C.  V. 

'   Stephen  C.  Lewis,  Co.  D,  17th  C.  V. 
I   William  H.  May,  Capt.  Co.  I,  23d  C.  V. 
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Moses  M.  Mills. 

George  N.  Munjer,  Lt.  2d  C.  L.  Bat. 
Robert  H.  Marvin,  Serg.  Co.  D,  ist  C.  Cav. 
Louis  N.  Middlehrook,  Capt.  Co.  D,  ist  C.  Cav. 
William  H.  Mallory,  Major  Harris  L.  Cav. 
Rufus  Mead,  Jr.,  Com.  Sergf.  5th  C.  V. 
George  C.  Morris,  Co.  H,  i6th  C.  V. 
Jesse  S.  Nash,  Hospital  Steward  17th  C.  V. 
William  B.  Nichols,  Wagoner  Co.  A,  14th  C.  V. 
Joseph  W.  North,  Band,  5th  and  17th  C.  V. 
Isaac  Northrop,  Serg.  Co.  I,  2d  C.  H.  A. 
G.  Ohnesorg,  Asst.  Surg.,  46th  N.  Y.  V. 
Charles  H.  Orchard,  Co.  C,  30th  Mass.  H.  A. 
Charles  E.  Plumb.  2d  Lt.  Co.  — ,  23d  C.  V. 
Otis  F.  Porter,  Co.  — ,  5th  C.  V. 
A.  D.  Powers,  Co.  I,  6th  C.  V. 
John  T.  Piatt,  Serg.  Co.  K,  9th  C.  V. 
William  W.  Pardee,  Lt.  Co.  B,  1st  C.  H.  A. 
George  Piatt,  Mus.  Co.  I,  23d  C.  V. 
Henry  W.  Pettitt,  Co.  G.  jyth  C.  V. 
Jacob  Powlouich,  Co.  I,  6th  C.  V. 
George  A.  Parkington,  2d  C.  L.  Bat. 
Addis  E.  Payne,  Capt.  Co.  H,  oth  C.  V. 
Ashael  Porter,  Co.  F,  ist  C.  H.  A. 
George  S.  Quinn. 
William  Rexinger,  2d  C.  L.  Bat. 
Darwin  S.  Reade,  Co.  C,  31st  Mass.  V. 
Lyman  L.  Rose,  Serg.  Co.  E,  46th  N.  V.  V. 
John  M.  Speidel,  Lt.  Col.  6th  C.  V. 


Lorenzo  E.  Snow,  Co.  A,  14th  C.  V. 

John  GrStevens,  ist  Lt.  Co.  L  23d  C.  V. 

Charles  E.  Shelton,  Corp.  Co.  L  23d  C.  V. 

Samuel  B.  Spinning,  2d  C.  L.  Bat. 

Henry  L.  Sturges. 

Henry  Stag?,  Co.  A,  7th  N.  Y.  V. 

John  H.  Stratton,  Co.  I,  6th  C.  V. 

George  E.  Stowell,  Serg.  Co.  E.  13th  N.Y.H.A. 

George  D.  Squires,  Co.  A,  5th  C.  V. 

George  A.  Staples,  ist  Serg.  Co.  I,  6th  C.  V. 

Frederick  Smedel,  Co.  I,  gth  C.  V. 

Joseph  N.  Shailer.  Co.  B,  14th  C.  V. 

William  H.  Smith,  Co.  A,  3th  C.  V. 

Legrand  Stratton,  Co.  D,  17th  C.  V. 

Horace  E.  Sherwood,  Co.  A.  2d  N.  H.  V. 

William  H.  Smith,  Co.  G,  17th  C.  V. 

William  R.  Spencer,  Co.  K,  25th  C.  V. 

George  H.  Spall,  2d  C.  L.  Bat. 

J.  F.  Tupper. 

James  .\.  Thompson,  Co.  B,  ist  C.  H.  A. 
Benjamin  H.  Toquet. 

John  \V.  Thompson,  Co.  E,  48th  N.  Y.  V. 
George  E.  Underhill,  Co.  D,  17th  C.  V. 
Myron  H.  White,  2d  C.  L.  Bat. 
Robert  Wilson,  Co.  D,  6th  C.  V. 
Joseph  F.  Wales,  Co.  L,  ist  C.  Cav. 
David  R.  Waters,  Co.  A,  roth  C.  V. 
Lyman  F.  Warner,  Co.  K,  loth  C.  V. 


Veterans  who  have  belonged  to  the  organization  since  its  first  year  and  not  at 
present  members.  This  list  includes  those  who  have  died,  been  honorably -dis- 
charged, received  transfers  lo  other  Posts  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  who  have  been 
dropped  from  the  rolls  for  various  causes. 

Elbert  B.  Ayres,  Co.  B,  17th  C.  V. 
Jesse  Atherton,  Co.  H,  15th  C.  V. 
Charles  H.  Andrews,  Corp.  Co.  D,  144th  N.Y.V. 
E.  A.  Atwater,  Co.  A,  3d  Mich.  V. 
Edwin  H.  Allen,  Co.  K,  16th  C.  V. 
William  F.  Alexander,  Co.  D,  ist  C.  V. 
Byron  M.  Atherton,  Co.  M,  ist  C.  H.  A. 
Augustus  A.  .\bernathy,  M.D.,  Asst.  Surgeon 
U.  S.  N. 

H.  W.  Aldnch,  Serg.  Co.  D,  34th  Mass.  V. 
George  F.  Abbey,  Artificer  Co.  M,  ist  C.H..\. 
Frederick  Allstreet,  Co.  G,  5th  .\.  Y.  V. 
Henry  E.  Batchelder,  Co.  x\,  14th  C.  V. 
James  E.  Bennett.  Corp.  Co.  I,  ;?t  C.  H.  A. 
W.  E.  Briggs,  ist  Serg.  Co.  B,  loth  .Mass.  V. 
Samuel  B.  Barnum,  Hos.  Steward,  17th  C.  V. 
John  W.  Bennett,  Act.  Eng.  U.  S.  N. 
John  B.  Boughton,  Corp.  2d  C.  Lt.  Bat. 
Gershom  B.  liulkly,  Co.  D,  23d  C.  \^ 
William  Butterworth,  Co.  G,  15th  C.  V. 
Edgar  Beers,  Co.  B,  17th  U.  S.  Inft. 
Robert  Byers,  Co.  I,  5th  U.  S.  Art. 
Richard  Bennett,  Co.  B,  gth  C.  V. 
Robert  S.  Brownel!. 

William  M.  Blake,  Q.  M.  S.  Co  M,  ist  C.H.A. 
H.  R.  Brown,  Bugler  Co.  8,  N.  Y.  Cav. 


William  Bestick,  Co.  M,  1st  C.  H.  A. 
Henry  C.  Beers,  Co.  C,  15th  C.  \'. 
Horace  N.  Banks. 

Thomas  A.  Brown,  Co.  C,  2d  N.  Y.  Cav. 
Robert  Bunten,  Corp.  Co.  A,  28th  C.  V. 
Charles  C.  Baldwin,  Co.  M,  ist  C.  H.  A. 
Herbert  C.  Beecher,  2d  C.  L.  Bat. 
Patrick  Burns,  U.  S.  N. 
Horace  C.  Bronson,  Mus.  14th  U.  S.  Inf. 
James  A.  Bailey,  Co.  D,  28th  C.  \'. 
George  H.  Batchelder,  Co.  A,  14th  C.  V. 
H.  L.  W.  Burritt,  M.D.,  Surgeon  U.  S.  V. 
Walter  P.  Bryan,  Co.  G,  20th  C.  V. 
Frederick  Butler,  Co.  G,  2d  C.  H.  A. 
James  ^L  Porter,  Mus.  Co.  A,  57th  111.  V. 
Lucien  J.  Beebee,  Corp.  Co.  C,  20th  C.  V . 
John  Browne,  Co.  E,  17th  C.  V. 
Michael  Blake,  ist  Serg.  Co.  F,  2d  N.  Y.  V. 
John  Burton,  Co.  E,  48th  N.  Y.  V. 
John  Burke,  Co.  D,  2d  N.  Y.  Cav. 
Theo.  Birdsell,  Co.  A,  6th  N.  Y.  Art. 
E.  P.  Blakeman,  Co.  A,  10th  C.  V. 
Legrand  E.  Booth,  Co  F,  6th  C.  V. 
Oliver  Brower,  Co.  I,  13th  N.  Y.  H.  A. 
Frank  P.  Burton,  Co.  D,  17th  C.  V. 
James  Birmingham,  Co.  E,  17th  C.  V. 
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Willis  X.  Benham,  Serg.  2d  C.  L.  Bat. 
William  F.  Brown,  Co.  E,  =31!  C.  \'. 
Thomas  Burns,  U.  S.  N. 
Michael  Brecklenbers,  Co.  H,  45th  N.  V.  V. 
John  F.  Beanislev,  Co.  I,  6th  C.  V. 
Samuel  T.  Bradley. 
Lambart  Becker,  Co.  H,  6th  C.  V. 
Lewis  Bissell,  Corp.  Co.  .\,  2d  C.  V. 
Ashbel  J.  Carrier,  Serf?.  Co.  F,  23d  C.  V. 
Timothy  W.  Crowther,  U.  S.  N. 
George  H.  Carpenter,  Co.  B,  2d  Cav. 
James  N.  Coe,  Capt.  Co.  H,  2d  C.  H.  A. 
George  C.  Carpenter,  Co.  B,  15th  C.  V. 
John  Conley,  Co.  — ,  4th  C.  V. 
Geoxge  S.  Cooley,  Co.  M,  ist  C.  H.  A. 
William  Connelly,  Co.  — ,  17th  C.  V. 
Thomas  R.  Colbey,  Co.  B,  ist  C.  H.  A. 
James  Cahill,  ist  Lt.  Co.  D,  gth  C.  V. 
Gustave  Class,  -Artificer  Co.  B,  ist  N.  Y.  Cav. 
A.  H.  Clark,  Co.  E,  ist  N.  V.  Drag. 
James  H.  Cowan,  2d  C.  L.  Bat. 
Michael  Conway,  Co.  I,  7th  C.  \'. 
Frederick  Curtis,  Serg.  Co.  D,  ist  C.  Cav. 
George  A.  Chatfield,  Corp.  Co.  E,  7th  C.  V. 
W.  M.  Conley. 

J.  A.  Cross,  Co.  C,  i6th  Me.  V. 

William  E,  CanBeld,  Serg.  Co.  M,  2d  C.  H.  A. 

Henry  M.  Capper. 

James  W.  Conley,  Serg.  Co.  I,  3th  C.  V. 

William  Callahan,  Corp.  Co.  F,  159th  N.  Y .  V. 

John  H.  Cogswell,  Q.  M.  Serg.  23d  C.  V. 

Thomas  Carroll,  U.  S.  N. 

Henry  L.  Cutts,  Co.  A,  loth  C.  V. 

John  Cation,  Co.  K,  24th  C.  V. 

Thomas  Carroll,  U.  S.  N. 

John  Cogan,  Mus.  Co.  K,  7th  Ind.  Cav. 

Patrick  Carley,  Co.  G,  49th  Mass.  V. 

Ed.  F.  Clark,  U.  S.  N. 

James  W.  Curry,  Corp.  Co.  E,  20th  X.  V.  V. 
H.  K.  Cooley,  Capt.  Co.  K,  27th  Mass.  V. 
Marcus  E.  Comstock,  Co.  .\,  17th  C.  V. 
E.  J.  Grossman,  Co.  F,  ist  N.  Y.  Cav. 
Fred  F.  Callender,  Co.  I.  5th  C.  V. 
Rufus  W.  Carley,  Mus.  5th  C.  V. 
George  A.  Campana,  Co.  E,  7th  C.  V. 
J.  P.  Commet,  Co.  E,  3d  N.  Y.  V. 
Lawrence  Cummeford,  Co.  I,  14th  U.  S.  Inf. 
Timothy  P.  Callahan,  Corp.  Co,  G,  iCth  Ms.  V. 
Charles  W.  Cooley,  Co.  K,  17th  C.  V. 
John  C.  Coventry,  Co.  E,  5th  N.  Y.  V. 
John  G.  Cornell,  Serg.  Co.  D,  2d  C.  V. 
James  W.  Conley,  ist  Serg.  Co.  .V,  8th  C.  V. 
John  Curtiss,  Serg.  Co.  H,  ist  C.  H.  A. 
August  Courtright,  Corp.  Co.  B,  8th  Mass.  V. 
Michael  Curley,  Co.  G,  2d  C.  H.  A. 
Michael  Carey,  Co.  I,  7th  C.  V. 
James  CuUen,  Co.  F,  32d  Muss.  V 
James  E.  Clark. 
John  Dunn,  Co.  E,  17th  C.  V. 
Hosmer  C.  Dowd,  Co.  F,  24th  C.  V. 


I   Sylvanus  H.  Deets,  U.  S.  N. 

■   AUred  DeForest,  Lt.  Co.  A,  14th  C.  V. 

George  W.  Dimond,  Corp.  Co.  A,  2d  Vt.  V. 
I   Nathaniel  Dayton,  Co.  D,  ist  C,  Cav. 
:   Levi  Dart. 

i  John  Daly,  Co.  C,  loSth  N.  Y.  V. 
[  Thomas  L.  Dennis,  Co.  B,  isth  C.  \^ 
i    William  H.  Doolittle,  Co.  K,  ist  C.  H.  \. 
\    William  H.  Downs,  Co.  I,  6th  C.  V. 

Charles  H.  Dailey.  Co.  E,  i8ih  C.  V. 

Warren  T.  DeCreaney,  Serg.  Co.  D,  15th  Me.  V. 

George  E.  Durfee,  Co.  M,  1st  C.  H.  A. 

Owen  Dcnnenney,  Co.  D,  7th  C.  V. 

Chauncey  B.  Downs,  ist  Serg.  Co.  H,  7th  U.  S. 
Inf.  and  Co.  F,  17th  C.  V. 

Matthew  Deitz,  Serg.  Co.  C,  156th  N.  Y.  V.  , 

Charles  H.  Ensign,  Co.  B,  i2Sth  N.  Y.  V. 

Byron  Eddy,  Co.  C,  nth  R.  I.  V. 
I   Simeon  M.  Eldridge,  Capt.  Co.  D,  6ist  Ms.  V. 
!   Edward  T.  English. 
I   Patrick  Eagan,  Corp.  Co.  K,  24th  C.  V. 

Charles  Englehardt,  Co.  D,  sslh  X.  Y.  V. 

George  M.  Euole,  Co.  I,  23d  C.  V. 

Isaac  L.  Elderd,  Co.  M,  ist  C.  V. 

F.  W.  Fox,  Co.  I,  2d  N.  J.  V. 

William  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  N. 

John  C.  Fowler,  Co.  I,  4th  Me.  V. 

Creighton  B.  French,  Co.  C,  5th  Vt.  \'. 

Rev.  Daniel  O.  Ferris,  Chap.  133d  N.  Y.  V. 

Aaron  Fox,  Co.  H,  Sth  C.  V. 

William  Fisher,  Co.  A,  Sth  C.  V. 

John  J.  Ford,  Co.  E,  4C)th  Mass.  V. 

Joseph  Fitzpatrick,  U.  S.  N. 

Henry  L.  Ferry,  Co.  C,  31st  Mass.  V. 

John  Fitzpatrick,  Corp.  Co.  E,  14th  C.  V. 

Charles  H.  Finnemore. 

Mattheas  Govean,  Co.  D,  oth  N.  Y.  V. 

William  H.  Gray,  Serg.  Co.  A,  17th  C.  V. 

Frederick  Gretze,  U.  S.  N.' 

William  Greisenger,  Co.  — ,  103d  N.  Y.  V. 
,   Charles  E.  Gilbert,  Co.  D,  ist  C.  V. 
I    William  H.  Gundlock,  Co.  .\,  iqad  Pa.  V. 

J.  J.  Gorham. 
i  Zepheniah  L.  Gilbert,  Co.  I,  tst  C.  Cav. 
i   W.  A.  Gates,  Co.  A,  1st  C.  Cav. 
j  Augustus  Gray,  Corp.  Co.  C,  12th  C.  V. 
i   George  H.  Gregory,  Co.  D,  17th  C.  V. 
i   Frederick  Goodrich,  Drum  .Major  12th  U.  S.  Inf. 

Joseph  Gerard,  Co.  I,  2d  N.  Y.  Art. 
I   Robert  Geisler,  Serg.  Co.  C,  nth  C.  V. 
j   Elijah  Gregory,  M.D.,  Asst.  Surg.  17th  C. 
!   George  Greim,  ist  Serg.  Co.  E,  41st  N.  Y.  \'. 
j   Charles  W.  Gleason,  ist  Lt.  Co.  M,  ist  C.H.A. 

Harry  Greatarex,  Mus.  Co.  — ,  6th  C.  V. 
j   John  Geatley,  Serg.  Co.  A,  14th  C.  V. 
1   Norval  Green,  Serg.  Co.  I,  loth  C.  V. 
'  John  Gorman,  Serg.  Co.  D,  gth  C.  V. 

William  J.  Gould,  Serg.  2d  C.  L.  Bat. 

George  S.  Gorgas,  Co.  D,  17th  C.  V. 
i    Frederick  P.  Godfrey,  Corp.  Co.  M,  ist  C.H.A. 
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Henry  M.  Hoyt,  Capt.  Co.  A,  Sth  C.  V. 

Ashbel  E.  Hunt,  Co.  A,  10th  C.  V. 

John  Hagley,  Corp.  Co.  G,  loth  C.  V. 

George  Hatter,  Co.  H,  43th  N.  Y.  V. 

Lewis  Holmes,  Co.  K.  4Stli  Mass.  V. 

John  D.  Hall,  Corp.  Co.  D,  25th  Mass.  V. 

Park  Hill,  Co.  D,  23d  C.  V. 

Geo.  A.  Hall,  Sergt.  Co.  F,  ist  C.  Cav. 

\Vm.  H.  Hubbell,  Co.  M,  ist  C.  H.  A. 

Henry  T.  Hawiey,  Co.  C,  17th  C.  V. 

Frank  Houge,  Sergt.  Co.  I,  6th  C.  V. 

Wm.  Harty,  Capt.  Co.  G,  gist  N.  Y.  V. 

C.  H.  Hayes,  Co.  K,  ist  C.  Cav. 

George  Hunt,  Co.  E,  20th  Ohio  V. 

Seth  W.  Hungerford,  Mus.  Co.  .\,  :4th  C.  V. 

Albert  Hermes,  Co.  D,  20th  C.  V. 

\Vm.  B.  Hill,  Sergt.  Co.  D,  4th  U.  S.  Art. 

L.  F.  Hurd,  U.  S.  N. 

F.  L.  Hearson,  Eng.  U.  S.  X. 

Robert  Hayes,  Corp.  Co.  D,  46th  Mass.  V. 

John  Hagle,  Corp.  Co.  G.  loth  C.  V. 

Alfred  Hoyt.  U.  S.  N. 

Henry  Hoffman,  Co.  H,  ist  Pa.  Reserves. 

Adam  Hagerty,  Co.  H,  17th  U.  S.  Inf. 

John  S.  Hall,  Corp.  Co.  I,  2d  C.  H.  A. 

Henry  Houpt,  Sergt.  Co.  H,  6th  C.  V. 

Eugene  Hyatt,  Co.  C,  2d  C.  H.  A. 

Erskine  H.  Holmes,  Co.  G,  ist  C.  V. 

Wm.  T.  Hawes,  Capt.  Co.  B,  28th  N.  Y.  V. 

Abel  L.  Hall,  Co.  D,  23d  C.  V. 

J.  S.  Hanford,  Co.  M,  ist  C.  H.  A. 

John  H.  Halligan,  Sergt.  Co.  H.  28th  C.  V. 

J.  C.  Hall,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Edward  Hope.  Sergt.  Co.  M,  ist  C.  H.  A. 

Cornelius  Heron,  Corp.  Co.  K,  124th  N.  Y.  V. 

Philip  Hafner,  Corp.  Co.  I,  ist  C.  V. 

Chas.  W.  Hurst,  Co.  H,  8th  C.  V. 

Philip  Hurdbolt,  Co.  A,  Sth  N.  Y.  V. 

\V"m.  H.  Harrison,  Co.  D,  2d  C.  H.  A. 

W'm.  B.  Hayes,  Sergt.  Co.  D,  150th  N.  Y.  X. 

S.  S.  Hooker,  Co.  A,  27th  Mass.  V. 

Henry  C.  Isard,  Co.  G,  Sth  N.  J.  V. 

W.  H.  Ingalls,  Co.  G,  iSth  N.  H.  V. 

Joseph  Jacobs,  Co.  I,  156th  N.  Y.  V. 

Wm.  Jahn,  Corp.  Co.  F,  45th  N.  Y.  \'. 

J.  Jenkinson,  Co.  B,  ist  N.  J.  Cav. 

James  H.  Jerman,  Co.  D,  6th  C.  V. 

Wm.  P.  Jessup,  Co.  G,  127th  N.  Y.  V. 

George  H.  Josslyn,  Co.  G,  iSth  Mass.  Y. 

Charles  Johnson. 

Wm.  A.  Johnson,  Co.  E,  jth  C.  V. 
Chas.  Jensen. 
Geo.  F.  Jennings. 

H.  Q.  Judd,  Corp.  Co.  G,  17th  C.  V. 
Geo.  W.  Johnson,  .Mus.  Co.  B,  i62d  N.  Y.  V. 
William  H.  Keeler,  O.  M.  S.  17th  C.  \^ 
Ambrose  Kirkham,  Co.  A,  iistli  N.  Y. 
William  Krapp,  Corp.  Co.  I,  23d  C.  V. 
Henry  F.  Keyes,  Band  oth  and  17th  C.  V. 
John  R.  Kimball,  Sergt.  Co.  B,  4th  N.  H.  V. 


Jas.  Kiley,  ist  Lieut.  Co.  H,  iSth  C.  V. 
Frank  A.  King,  Co.  \,  14th  C.  V. 
Jas.  Kiley,  U.  S.  N. 

Joseph  B.  King,  1st  Sergt.  Co.  D,  1st  C.  Cav. 

Wm.  Kringle,  Co.  D,  62d  N.  Y.  V. 

George  Kurtz,  JIus.  Co.  — ,  14th  C.  V. 

Chas.  B.  Keeler,  Co.  H.  4th  C.  V. 

Chas.  Krapp,  2d  C.  L.  Bat. 

Thos.  Kelley,  Co.  M,  14th  N.  Y.  H.  A. 
j   Robert  D.  Kelley,  Mus.  Co.  I,  6th  C.  V. 
i   William  Keen,  Co.  B,  16th  C.  V. 

Jos.  Killenbeck,  Sergt.  Co.  B,  20th  C.  V. 

G.  S.  Keeler,  Brig.  Band,  U.  S.  A. 
j  John  Kountzman,  Co.  D,  7Qth  N.  Y.  V. 
i    Wm.  C.  Keller,  2d  C.  L.  Bat. 
I   Patrick  Kelley,  Sergt.  Co.  K,  9th  U.  S.  V. 
j   Lewis  King. 

Henry  Kmieter. 
[  Sevil  Knight,  Co.  G,  4th  Mass.  V. 
'  Geo.  E.  Lover,  Co.  H,  14th  C.  V. 

James  P.  Lotkwood,  Co.  F,  Pa.  Reserves. 

Henry  Landiveg,  Co.  G,  56th  N.  Y.  V. 

Calvin  J.  Lathrop,  Co.  D,  ist  C.  Cav. 

W.  H.  Langdon,  Co.  A,  5th  C.  V. 

Dennis  Leary,  Mus.  ist  Brig.  2d  Div. 

James  R.  Lockwood,  Corp.  Co.  E.  23d  C.  V. 

John  Lotty,  Co.  A,  14th  C.  V. 

Philip  B.  Lever,  Mus.  Co.  A,  3d  C.  V. 

Geo.  F.  Lewis,  M.D. 

Henry  Lintenmyer,  Co.  F,  56th  N.  Y.  Vol. 

R.  La  Fontain,  Co.  — ,  12th  N.  Y.  Cav. 

William  Lien,  Co.  K,  17th  C.  V. 

John  Laurie,  Co.  D,  gth  C.  V. 

John  H.  Logan,  ist  Sergt.  Co.  D,  28th  C.  V. 
i   Henry  C.  Laramie,  Corp.  Co.  D,  127th  N.  Y.  V. 
j   W.  H.  Lee,  U.  S.  N. 

Peter  Lynch,  Corp.  Co.  G,  ist  U.  S.  Inf.;  Co. 
!         H,  7th  Kan.  Cav. 
!   Samuel  Lloyd,  Co.  I,  loth  C.  V. 
j   Geo.  Laughlin,  Co.  A,  24th  C.  V. 
!   James  R.  Middlebrook,  Corp.  Co.  D,  17111  C.  V. 
j   Samuel  Moore,  Co.  H,  20th  C.  V. 
I    Hazen  B.  Martin,  Corp.  Co.  I,  2d  N.  H.  V. 
I    Wm.  H.  Marshall,  ist  Lt.  Co.  I,  loth  C.  V. 
I   Julian  r.lanch'^ster,  Co.  E,  ist  C.  V. 
[  James  McDermott,  U.  S.  N. 
i    Harry  Mehan,  Co.  I,  5th  N.  Y.  Vols. 
1    Robert  McManus,  Co.  A,  ist  C.  V. 

John  McConnell,  LT.  S.  Navy. 

Lewis  E.  McLaughlin,  Corp.  Co.  A ,  32  N.  Y.  V. 

Daniel  Morrell,  Co.  G,  153d  111.  V. 

John  Mullen,  Co.  L,  2d  P.  A.  H.  A. 
j    George  W.  Myer,  2d  C.  L.  Bat. 

George  E.  Mitchel,  Co.  E,  34th  Mass.  V. 
.    Chas.  McElroy,  Co.  K,  i7lh  C.  V. 
;    Walter  L.  Murphy,  f;o.  G,  17th  C.  V. 
I    James  A.  Morris,  Co.  I,  nth  C.  V. 
j    Charles  E.  Marlton,  Co.  H,  19th  C.  \^ 
'   Wm.  .McNeil,  Sergt.  Co.  G,  20th  C.  V. 

Charles  Mayer,  Sergt.  Co.  B,  13th  N.  Y.  V. 
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Han-ey  Meekin,  Sergt.  Co.  I,  5th  N.  Y.  Cav. 

Richard  Marshall,  Drum  Major,  5th  C.  V. 

Nicholas  Muth,  Co.  B,  gSth  Penn.  V. 

John  H.  Murphy,  Co.  F,  ist  C.  V. 

C.  Andrew  Morehouse,  Sergt.  Co.  C,  23d  C.  V. 

Frank  Marshall,  Corp.  Co.  K,  7th  C.  \'. 

George  A.  Mayne,  Co.  H,  1st  C.  V. 

Timothy  Jlurphy,  Co.  M,  ist  N.  V.  Cav. 

Charles  Morgan,  Co.  A,  4th  X.  V.  H.  A. 

Chandler  McCarty,  Hosp.  Steward,  U.  S.  A. 

Chas.  D.  Miller,  Co.  G,  27th  Mass.  V. 

W.  H.  Miller,  Co.  I,  nth  C.  V. 

Chas.  D.  Millikin. 

A.  A.  Murray,  Co.  I,  6th  C.  \. 

John  H.  Mills,  Corp.  Co.  A,  17th  N.  Y.  V. 

James  H.  Nash,  Co.  D,  6th  N.  Y.  V. 

George  E.  Nickerson,  Co.  H,  71st  N.  Y.  V. 

Chas.  H.  Newton,  Co.  F,  42d  Mass.  V. 

John  Nichols,  Corp.  Co.  F,  1st  C.  H.  A. 

David  Northrop,  Co.  G,  J7th  C.  \^ 

Edward  Olden,  Jr.,  Co.  H,  127th  N.  Y.  V. 

James  S.  Olmstead,  Co.  I,  <,th  G.  V. 

Thomas  R.  O'Hara,  Co.  E,  4th  Mass.  Cav. 

James  Owens,  Co.  E,  23d  C.  V. 

John  Oliver,  ist  Sergt.  Co.  A,  i7Sth  N.  Y.  V. 

and  1st  U.  S.  Cav. 
Isaac  E.  Osborn,  Co.  I,  23d  Penn.  Y. 
John  Osborn,  Co.  E,  23d  C.  V. 
J.  C.  Oatley,  Co.  L,  2d  R.  I.  V. 
Gilbert  Oakley,  Co.  K,  ist  Wis.  Cav. 
Norman  Provost,  Lieut.  Co.  I,  6th  C.  V. 
Jacob  Peon,  Co.  D,  17th  C.  V. 
Joseph  Peoria. 

Benj.  B.  Penfield,  Adj.  6th  C.  V. 

James  H.  Porter,  Act.  Comdr.  U.  S.  N. 

Myron  Purdy,  Co.  C,  20th  C.  V. 

James  Parks,  ist  Sergt.  Co.  B,  2d  C.  H.  A. 

Geo.  A.  Parkington,  2d  C.  L.  Bat. 

C.  B.  Payne,  Co.  F,  7th  Me.  V. 

Patrick  Purden,  Co.  F,  17th  C.  V. 

Thaddeus  E.  Peck,  Serg.  Lt.  U.  S.  N. 

Joseph  Perry,  Co.  F,  133d  N.  Y.  V. 

S.  C.  Paul,  Co,  I,  9th  N.  Y.  V. 

C.  T.  Piatt,  Co.  A,  loth  N.  Y.  V. 

Albert  M.  Porter,  Com.  Serg.  12th  C.  V. 

Robert  E.  Paddock,  1st  Lt.  Co.  I,  20th  C.  V. 

Conrad  PuUis,  Co.  L,  1st  C.  H.  A. 

Charles  \V.  Peet,  Co.  D,  23d  C.  Y. 

George  C.  Potter,  Co.  M,  12th  N.  Y.  Cav. 

Lewis  F.  Pelton,  Co.  G,  16th  C.  V. 

C.  L.  Paddock,  Mus.  3d  Vt.  Y. 

Abram  T.  Peck,  Co.  A,  5th  C.  V. 

James  B.  Prescott,  ist  Serg.  Co.  F,  gth  C.  V. 

James  M.  Prindle,  Co.  A,  2d  C.  H.  A. 

John  Prindle,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Willard  \V.  Pettingell,  Co.  A,  Lt.  Artil. 

Christian  Quinn.  2d  Lt.  Co.  F,  nth  C.  V. 

Chester  B.  Russell,  Corp.  Co.  I,  ist  C.  H.  A. 

Angevine  Rogers,  2d  C.  Lt.  Bat. 

Geo.  W.  Raymond,  1st  Lt.  Co.  I,  stb  C.  V. 


I   \V.  H.  Romer,  Jr.,  Co.  E,  6thC.  V. 
Chas.  H.  Rowe,  2d  C.  Lt.  Bat. 
Alfred  Rich,  Co.  G,  17th  C.  Y. 
Wm.  Rebstock,  Co.  H,  6th  C.  V. 
Henry  Roscoe,  Co.  B,  28th  C.  V. 
Chas.  Rinaldi,  Co.  I,  23d  C.  V. 
Henry  A.  Root,  Co.  K,  22d  C.  V. 
Nathan  H.  Root,  ist  Serg.  Co.  M,  2d  C.  H.  A. 
James.  P.  Reed,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Henry  C.  Roff,  Mus.  Co.  H,  10th  N.  Y.  V. 
Chas.  Rawlins. 

Benj.  F.  Ross,  Co.  F,  15th  C.  V. 

Thomas  Russell,  Master-at-Arras,  U.  S.  N. 

J.  AVilbur  Range,  Mus.  Co.  K,  8th  C.  V. 
I  Simeon  C.  Rosenberg,  Band,  5th  C.  V. 

Philip  B.  Segee,  ist  Lt.  C.  Lt.  Bat. 

Chas.  W  Shailer,  ist  Lt.  Co.  K,  7th  C.  V. 

Theophilus  T.  Smith,  Co.  B,  6th  C.  Y. 

Jacob  Spagle,  Co.  H,  7th  C.  V. 

Thomas  H.  Sterling,  Co.  H,  isoth  N.  Y.  V. 
I  Walter  F.  Sage,  Co.  G,  ist  Conn.  H.  A. 
j  D.  G.  Silliman,  2d  C.  Lt.  Battery. 
1   Birdsey  L.  Sherman,  Co.  A,  gth  N.  Y.  V. 

Wm.  Sheriden,  Co.  K.  ist  N.  Y.  Cav. 

Geo.  W.  Smith,  Co.  A,  14th  C.  V. 

David  G.  Sheriden,  Co.  C,  gth  C.  V. 

Nicholas  Sanger,  Co.  B,  ist  C.  \ . 

Patrick  \Y.  Seevey,  Co.  G,  51st  N.  Y.  V. 

August  W.  Stotper. 

Michael  Schneider,  Co.  F,  20th  N.  Y.  V. 
P.  Joseph  Schonberger,  Co.  C,  40th  N.  Y.  V. 
Alonzo  Scranton,  Co.  D,  17th  C.  Y. 
P.  Shonenberger. 

Jos.  Sanger,  Co,  D,  4th  U.  S.  Infantry. 

Peter  Seman,  Serg.  Co.  C,  ist  C.  Cav. 

Horace  B.  Stoddard,  Co.  D,  13th  C.  V. 

E.  G.  Sherwood,  Co.  B,  1st  C.  H.  A. 

U.  D.  H.  Smith,  Co.  G,  17th  C.  Y. 

Solomon  C.  Shumway,  Lt.  Co.  H,  21  Mass.  V. 

Chas.  Scarritt,  2d  C.  Lt.  Battery. 

Michael  Snyder,  Co.  F,  51st  N.  Y.  V. 

Chas.  W.  Speer,  2d  C.  Lt.  Battery. 

George  E.  Swinscoe,  Captain  and  Mustering 
Officer,  U.  S.  V. 

Joseph  Strrnge,  Co.  .\,  79th  N.  Y.  V. 

John  Slattery,  Co.  D,  173d  N.  Y.  V. 

John  Simpson,  Co.  I,  1st  C.  H.  A. 
j   W.  H.  Smith,  Co.  A,  8th  C.  V. 
j   Gilbert  L.  Street,  Co.  M,  1st  C.  H.  A. 
j   Maurice  Smend,  Co.  G,  1st  N.  Y.  Art. 
I  Theodore  Smith,  Co.  .-V,  8th  C.  Y. 
I   L.  VV.  Sherman,  Corp.  Co.  I,  43d  N.  Y.  V. 
j    Benjamin  St.  John,  Co.  I,  23d  C.  V. 

Ernest  Schultz,  Co.  A,  gth  Ohio  Y. 
j   Edgar  Squires,  Co.  G,  17th  C.  Y. 
j    Bennett  Smith,  Co,  E,  8th  C.  V. 

Barney  Shanley,  Co.  F,  ist  U.  S.  Art. 

J.  L.  Selden,  Co.  B,  6th  Mass.  V. 

Frederick  Speer,  Co.  H,  oth  C.  V. 

Samuel  N.  Smith,  Lt.  Col.  7th  Mich.  V. 
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Oliver  W.  Treadwell,  Co.  D,  ist  C.  Cav. 
Albert  Tilton. 

J.  M.  Tumey,  Co.  H,  ist  C.  Cav. 

Oliver  R.  Tonilii\son,  Co.  A,  i^th  C.  V. 

Horatio  Tyrrell,  3d  C.  Lt.  Bat. 

John  Thornton,  Co.  C,  ist  C.  H.  A. 

Isaac  S.  Taylor,  Co.  I,  6th  C.  V. 

St.  Clair  Techner,  Lt.  Co.  E,  Qth  Ohio  V. 

James  R.  Vans,      C.  Lt.  Bat. 

George  Valentine,  Co.  K,  ist  Vol.  Eng. 

Odel  B.  Vredenburgh,  Co.  E,  19th  X.  Y.  V. 

Richard  Wallace,  Co.  A,  14th  C.  V. 

Alexander  Weed,  Co.  A,  2Sth  C.  V. 

Thomas  K.  Wood,  ist  Lt.  Co.  K,  51st  N.  Y.  V . 

Edwin  S.  Witherall,  Co.  E,  20th  Me.  V. 

Martin  V.  WiUoughby,  Co.  F,  2;,d  C.  V. 

Daniel  J.  West,  ist  Lt.  Co.  I,  6th  C.  V. 

James  W.  Waterbury,  U.  S.  N. 

James  Wheeler,  Capt.  Co.  H,  ist  C.  Cav. 

W.  L.  Wentworth,  Mus.  Co.  B,  ist  C.  V. 

Chas.  S.  Wells,  Co.  D,  17th  C.  V. 

Fred  M.  Wilmott,  Mus.  Co.  D,  17th  C.  V. 

W.  H.  Wales,  Co.  I,  6th  C.  V. 

H.  W^alschilger,  Co.  A,  ist  U.  S.  S.S. 


W.  W.  Walker,  Co.  I,  6th  C.  V. 
Jos.  E.  Wells.  Co.  G,  loth  C.  V. 
Thos.  N.  Wheeler,  Corp.  Co.  H,  4th  N.  Y.  Art. 
Thomas  Wood,  2d  Lt.  Co.  E,  51st  N.  Y.  V. 
G.  W.  Wright,  Co.  D,  ist  C.  Cav. 
A.  A.  Watrous,  Co.  G,  iSsth  N.  V.  V. 
Edward  Ward,  Co.  K,  1st  Mass.  H.  A. 
P.  D.  Warner,  Mus.  14th  U.  S.  Inf. 
Benjamin  E.  Watrous,  Corp.  Co.  — ,  103d  Vet. 
R.  C. 

L.  F.  Warner,  Co.  K,  i  jth  C.  V. 
David  S.  Walker,  2d  C.  Lt.  Bat. 
C.  H.  Whitney. 

Stephen  Weaver,  Co.  C,  40th  N.  Y.  V. 
David  R.  Waters,  Co.  .A.,  loth  C.  V. 
Charles  v.  Wurtz,  Co.  G,  17th  C.  V. 
Henry  Werner,  Co.  — ,  ist  C.  V. 
Mark  D.  Wilbur,  Lt.  Co.  isqth  N.  Y.  V. 
N.  L.  Wentworth,  Co.  F,  ist  Mass.  Cav. 
Frank  A.  Wood,  O.  M.  ist  C.  Cav. 
Daniel  Westrick,  Co.  G,  45th  N.  Y.  V. 
Edward  J.  Watson,  Corp.  id  C.  Lt.  Bat. 
John  B.  Young,  Lt.  Co.  I,  7th  C.  V. 


Present 

Wm.  C.  Aumack,  Serg.  Co.  B,  29th  N.  J.  V. 

Jacob  Arnald,  Co.  B,  ist  C.  V. 

Alfred  C.  Arnald,  Co.  G,  loth  C.  V. 

Stephen  P.  Almy,  15th  unattached  Co.,  Mass.  V. 

Aaron  S.  Abbott,  Co.  A,  14th  C.  V. 

James  H.  .A.ngevine. 

Antone  Aitengeltinger,  Coiporal  Co.  E,  41st 
N.  Y.  V. 

Gustavus  A.  Abbott,  Co.  I,  6th  C.  V. 
Alfred  B.  Beers,  Capt.  Co.  B,  6th  C.  V. 
Charles  E.  Beers,  Corp.  Co.  M,  ist  C.  H.  h. 
Lathrope  Beers,  Co.  .M,  ist  C.  H.  A. 
Bradley  Banks,  2d  C.  Lt.  Bat. 
James  H.  Burns,  Co.  I,  loth  C.  V. 
George  E,  Betts,  2d  Lt.  Co.  I,  19th  C.  V. 
Thomas  Boudren,  Major  25th  U.  S.  C.  T.,  and 

Capt.  Co.  I,  6th  C.  V. 
George  W.  Babcock,  Co.  G,  4th  R.  I.  V. 
Thomas  Burke,  Serg.  Co.  .A.,  5th  N.  Y.  Cav. 
Thomas  J.  Bartley,  Co.  K,  20th  X.  Y.  Cav. 
Ashbel  E.  Bartram,  Corp.  Co.  I,  8th  C.  V. 
Wm.  C.  Blush,  Co.  F,  46th  Mass.  V. 
Wm.  P.  Burroughs,  2d  C.  Lt.  Bat. 
RoUin  C.  Baker. 
Sylvester  Blinn,  Co.  I,  6th  C.  V. 
Alexander  Bend,  Co.  H,  iigth  N.  Y.  V. 
James  H.  Blakeman,  Co.  D,  17th  C.  V. 
E.  C.  BUkeman,  Co.  A,  loth  C.  V. 
Wm.  H.  Burr,  Co.  D,  23d  C.  V. 
Luther  S.  Brocious,  ("o.  H,  93d  Penn.  V. 
August  S.  Bodine,  ist  Lt.  Co.  B,  127th  iN'.  Y.  V. 
Thomas  L.  Bartholomew,  Adj.  9th  N.  Y.  V. 
John  B.  Beardsley. 


Members,  18S6. 

I   Ulrich  Burghardt,  Corp.  Co.  B,  13th  C.  V. 
t  Alfred  P.  Buss. 

;  Lyman  S.  Catlin,  ist  Lt.  and  O.  .M.  5th  U.  S,  C. 
I  Cav. 

'   John  S.  Carol!,  Mus.  Co.  I,  25th  N.  J.  V. 

I   George  F.  Cook,  Co.  D,  9th  C.  V. 

I  Thomas  C.  Coats,  Capt.  Co.  D,  9th  C.  V. 

James  G.  Clark,  Co.  K,  2d  C.  H.  .\. 
I  George  H.  Conch,  2d  Lt  Co.  F,  tst  C.  H.  A. 
[   Ansil  H.  Conch,  2d  Lt.  Co.  K,  ist  C.  H.  A. 
[  John  C.  Curtis,  ist  Lt.  Co.  I,  9th  C.  V. 
I  Wm.  H.  Curtis,  Co.  C,  17th  C.  V. 
I   Henry  B.  Curtis,  Co.  A,  5th  C.  \. 
'   Henry  Crofutt,  U.  S.  X. 
i   Theo.  A.  Crofutt,  Co.  I,  6th  C.  V. 
(   Henry  R.  Chaffee,  2d  Lt.  2d  C.  Lt.  Bat. 
j   Samuel  J.  Chaffee,  Capt.  49th  Mass.  V. 

John  C.  Copeland,  Lt.  Co.  A,  13th  N.  Y.  V. 

Joseph  P.  Grossman,      Lt.  Co.  E,  12th  C.  V. 
I   John  J.  Cavanaugh,  Corp.  Co.  C,  i32d  N.  Y.  V. 
I   Richard  A.  Clancey,  ist  Lt.  Co.  D,  9th  C.  V. 

William  E.  Disbrow,  Corp.  Co.  H,  2d  C.  H.  A. 

Charles  L.  Derrick,  Corp.  Co.  I,  23d  C.  V. 

Jacob  Dietrich,  Co.  M,  ist  C.  H.  K. 

Patrick  Donovan,  Serg.  Co.  H,  37th  Mass.  V. 

Charles  C.  Drew,  Co.  C,  i6th  C.  V. 

Edwin  L.  Downs,  Co.  H,  20th  C.  V. 

William  Derringer,  Corp.  Co.  G,  137th  N'.  Y.  V. 

Edgar  A.  Dean. 

Hugh  Dunn. 

John  B.  Earl,  Co.  K,  ist  N.  Y.  Eng. 
Charles  H.  Frank,  Corp.  Co.  K,  23d  C.  V. 
Philip  Flynn,  Coq).  Co.  G,  73d  N.  Y.  V. 
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Henry  J.  Flint,  Co.  D,  ist  C.  Cav. 
Anson  M.  Field.  Co.  G,  7th  C.  Cav. 
George  H.  Fox,  Co.  I,  6th  C.  Cav. 
John  Fox,  Co.  A,  14th  C.  V. 
Michael  Frawley,  Co.  D,  loth  C.  V. 
Richard  FitzGibbons,  Co.  H,  ist  C.  V.,  Lt.  Col. 
gth  C.  V. 

William  Finnemore,  Serg.  Co.  D,  13th  C.  V. 
Edwin  Freeman,  Mus.  Co.  I,  20th  C.  \'. 
Russell  Glenn,  ist  Serg.  Co.  A,  14th  C.  V. 
Isaac  W.  Gilbert,  Co.  A,  17th  C.  V. 
Wellington  H.  Gibbs,  Co.  E,  7th  C.  V. 
Peter  O.  Gregory,  Co.  D,  23d  C.  V. 
Wm.  C.  Geddes,  ist  Serg.  Co.  I,  70th  N.  V.  V. 
James  L.  Green,  Serg.  Co.  I,  15th  C.  V. 
VV'm.  H.  Green. 

James  G.  Goodwin,  Co.  D,  cxjth  N.  Y.  V. 
Peter  Gabler. 

Augustine  Harlow,  Capt.  Co.  D,  13th  Mass.  V. 
Joseph  Hammond,  Mus.  Co.  F,  23d  C.  V. 
Charles  W.  Hall,  Capt.  Co.  D,  23d  C.  V. 
James  Haugh,  Co.  E,  17th  C.  V. 
Justus  B.  flawley,  2d  Lt.  2d  C.  Lt.  Bat. 
Rechus  Hartning,  Co.  H,  6th  C.  \'. 
Charles  C.  Hoyt,  Capt.  Co.  D,  3th  N.  H.  V. 
A.  A.  Holmes,  Ass't  Surg.  15th  Me.  V. 
Sylvester  S.  Hooper,  Corp.  Co.  .A,  27th  C.  V. 
Louis  Held,  Co.  B,  ist  C.  V. 
Henry  A.  Hurd,  Co.  M,  ist  C.  H.  A. 
Henry  Huss,  Mus.  Co.  D,  17th  C.  V. 
William  L.  Hubbell,  Capt.  Co.  D,  17th  C.  V. 
Alvin  S.  Hunt,  Co.  A,  2tst  C.  V. 
John  W.  Hunt. 

William  H.  Hine,  Corp.  Co.  H,  23d  C.  V. 
Thomas  F.  Hickey,  Co.  M,  ist  N.  Y.  Cav. 
John  R.  Hull,  Artificer,  ist  C.  Lf.  Bat. 
Samuel  S.  Hunter. 
John  Holzer. 
George  Heisler. 

John  P.  Jaquith,  Corp.  Co.  C,  131st  Ohio  V. 
Oris  S.  Jennings,  Corp.  Co.  A,  Sth  C.  V. 
Silas  D.  Johnson,  Corp.  Co.  F,  14th  R.  L  H.  A. 
Wm.  M.  Jones,  Band,  17th  C.  \ . 
Henry  Jaquet. 

Jno.  U.  Kable,  Co.  K,  17th  C.  V. 

George  W.  Keeler,  Co.  D,  17th  C.  V. 

John  Keppy,  ist  Serg.  Co.  C,  23d  C.  V. 

Fred  C.  Keller,  Artificer,  Co.  B,  ist  U.  S.  Artil., 

and  Co.  H,  6th  C.  V. 
Thomas  Knablin,  Co.  D,  oth  C.  V. 
Julius  W.  Knowlton,  2d  Lt.  Co  — ,  14th  C.  V. 
Rudolph  Kost,  2d  Lt.  Co.  H.  6th  C.  V. 
Christian  Kohlus,  Co.  H,  6th  C.  V. 
Michael  Kelly,  Bvt.  Major  2d  C.  H.  A. 
WilKam  H.  Lacey,  Capt.  Co.  D,  17th  C.  V. 
William  H.  Lattimer,  U.  S.  N. 
Robert  Lauder,  Corp.  Co.  K,  nth  R.  I.  V. 
Patrick  Layden,  Co.  B,  gth  C.  V. 
Charles  P.  Lewis,  Co.  I.  7th  C.  V. 
George  M.  Lewis,  Co.  I,  3th  C.  V. 


David  B.  Lockwood,  Serg.  2d  C.  Lt.  Bat. 
Lewis  G. "Logan,  ist  Lt.  Co.  I,  ist  G.  H.  A. 
George  W.  Lovejoy,  Corp,  Co.  M,  ist  C.  H.  A. 
Wm.  H.  Longdon,  Co.  .\,  5th  C.  V. 
John  A.  Leonard,  Co.  E,  95th  N.  Y.  V. 
John  A.  Ludford,  Corp.  Co.  K,  2d  C.  H.  \. 
William  H.  Lyon,  Serg.  Co.  D,  27th  Penn.  \ . 
George  W.  Lawaiaster. 
Joseph  Lavoy. 

Edward  W.  Marsh,  Capt.  c;o.  M,  2d  C.  H.  .\. 
Wm.  H.  Maby,  Co.  D,  17th  C.  V. 
Barney  Marshall,  Co.  D,  17th  C.  V. 
John  .Marshall,  ist  Lt.  loth  U.  S.  C.  A. 
Albert  Mertius,  Co.  B,  ist  C.  V. 
Moses  M.  Mills,  Co.  I,  gth  C.  V. 
Frank  .Miller,  Co.  L  ist.C.  H.  A. 
Wm.  U.  Mitchell,  Mus.  Co.  .\,  52d  .Mass.  V. 
Philo  A.  Morris,  Co.  E,  ist  C.  H.  A. 
Charles  E.  Moore,  ist  Serg.  Co.  B,  6th  C.  V. 
Michael  McCormick,  Serg.  Co.  G.  6th  N.  Y. 
H.  A. 

Chas.  T.  Moody,  Drummer,  Co.  H,  5th  N.H.  V. 
Wm.  H.  McNeill. 

Byron  W.  Munsen,  Com.  Surg.  Co.  G,  ist  C. 
Cav. 

George  Munger,  ist  Lt.  2d  C.  Lt.  Bat. 
Joseph  Mott,  Co.  D,  17th  C.  V. 
Fred  C.  Nicholas,  Co.  C,  22d  C.  V. 
Sylvester  Nichols,  2d  C.  Lt.  Bat. 
Chas.  H.  Nichols,  Capt.  Co.  D.  6th  C.  V. 
John  Nunheimer,  Serg.  Co.  A,  103d  Battery, 
N.  Y.  V. 

Henry  North,  ist  Lt.  Co.  D,  17th  C.  V. 

Wm.  H.  Nordaby,  Co.  K,  14th  N.  Y.  V. 

Wm.  H.  Noble,  Col.  17th  C.  V.,  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen. 

Terrance  O'Brien,  Corp.  Co.  I,  loth  C.  V. 

Thomas  W.  Oatley,  Co.  F,  2d  R.  L  V. 

John  O'Conner,  Co.  I,  27th  Mass.  V. 

Charles  O'Neil,  Co.  E,  2d  Mass.  V. 

Albert  W.  Overton,  Co.  M,  ist  C.  H.  A. 

William  R.  Palmer,  2d  C.  Lt.  Bat. 
i  Stephen  T.  Palmer,  Co.  C,  5th  C.  V. 

William  C.  Feck,  Seaman,  U.  S.  N. 

Edward  Peet,  Corp.  Co.  I,  12th  C.  V. 

George  L.  Porter,  Ass't  Surgeon,  U.  S.  \. 

Warren  \\\  Porter,  ist  Lt.  Co.  L,  7th  111.  Cav. 

Michael  Pickett,  Co.  K,  17th  C.  V. 

Edward  M.  Presbrey,  Co.  A,  13th  C.  V. 

Granville  Piatt,  Co.  I,  6th  C.  V. 

Horace  Plumb,  Co.  D,  17th  C.  \'. 
;    W.  E.  Parker. 

I  John  H.  Porter,  Serg.  Co.  K,  17th  C.  V. 

Charles  W.  Phipps. 
I   Lyman  L.  Rose,  Serg.  Co.  E,  46  Mass.  V. 
I   Benj.  F.  Remington,  Co.  F,  loth  Mass.  V. 

Charles  Rohrback,  Corp.  Co.  B,  ist  C.  V. 

Wm.  H.  Robertson,  Co.  A,  ist  Cal. 

Michael  Rock,  Co.  C,  7th  C.  V. 

Elbert  Ruggles. 

Harlan  P.  Rugg,  Capt.  Co.  I,  5th  C.  V. 
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William  Ryan,  Co.  1,  23d  C.  V. 
L.  H.  Russell. 

Charles  H.  Russell.  Major,  ist  Md.  Cav. 
James  Reddy. 

Walter  L.  Savage,  2d  Lt.  loth  C.  V. 
Fred  k  O.  Seeley,  2d  C.  Lt.  Bat. 
Henry  J.  Seeley,  loth  Indep.  Lt.  Hat. 
George  .-V.  Staple<,  istSerg.  Co.  I,  C.  \. 
Henry  W.  Stevens,  Co.  C,  14th  C.  V. 
Henry  G.  Stevens,  Co.  E,  31st  N.  Y.  V. 
Charles  W.  Stevens,  ist  Serg.  Co.  I,  7th  C.  V. 
Henry  Stephens,  Co.  H,  23th  N.  V.  V. 
Wm.  W.  Stevens,  Corp.  2d  C.  Lt.  Bat, 
George  C.  Stewart,  Co.  C,  2d  C.  H.  A. 
Joseph  Strasburger,  Co.  I,  23d  C.  V. 
Henry  Shadt,  Serg.  Co.  G,  2d  C.  H.  \. 
John  S.  Selden,  Co.  B,  6th  Mass.  V. 
Charles  E.  Shelton,  Corp.  Co.  I,  23d  C.  V. 
John  M.  Speidel,  Lt.  Col.  ist  and  6th  C.  V. 
John  H.  Sweet,  Co.  G,  7th  C.  V. 
Barnum  Slocum,  ist  Serg.  Co.  G,  N.  Y.  V. 
Samuel  B.  Sumner,  Lt.  CoL  4gth  Mass.  V. 
Henry  Stagg. 

James  H.  Smith,  ist  Lt.  Co.  H,  43d  N.  Y.  V. 
Frederick  Smith.  Co.  K,  6th  C.  V. 
James  P.  Smith,  Co.  K,  15th  C.  V. 
Henry  H.  Smith,  Corp.  Co.  I,  27th  C.  V. 
Charles  L.  Smith,  Co.  F,  17th  C.  V. 
Thomas  P.  Smith,  Co.  D,  i92d  N.  Y.  V. 
Seaman  Hicks,  Mus.  Co.  C,  2d  C.  H.  .\. 
Samuel  Thorpe,  Serg.  Co.  K,  17th  C.  \". 
Joseph  Tyler,  ist  Serg.  Co.  .\,  loth  C.  V. 
Frank  B.  Taylor,  Co.  E,  N.  Y.  V. 
Lyman  M.  Turney,  Serg.  U.  S.  Marines. 


I  Frederick  D.  Tomlinson,  Co.  E,  1st  C.  H.  A. 

i  Elam  >L  Tongue. 

I  Jno.  W.  Thompson. 

i  Horace  Treat. 

I  Geo.  S.  Thompson. 

j  John  L.  Thomas. 

Edmund  Thompson,  Corp.  2d  C.  Lt.  Bat. 

Frederick  Uschman.  Serg.  Co.  B,  oSth  N.  Y.  V. 

Willinm  Van  Gasbeck,  Co.  D,  23d  C.  V. 

George  C.  Waldo,  Co.  E,  2d  C.  V. 

Patrick  \\'ade,  Jr.,  Serg.  Co.  K,  17th  C.  V. 

Fred  L.  Warren,  Co.  A,  23d  C.  \'. 

Frank  J.  Warner,  Corp.  Co.  H,  2d  C.  H.  .A.. 

Henry  E.  Waite,  Co.  K,  17th  C.  V. 

Eugene  Ward,  Lt.  Co.  B,  Louisiana  Engineers. 

Wm.  N.  Walsh,  Co.  K,  14th  Mass.  V. 

Frank  M.  Welch,  ist  Lt.  Co.  K,  34th  .^L^ss.  V. 

Will  H.  Weicht,  Co.  L,  3d  Pa.  Cav. 

Osmer  B.  Wells. 

Wm.  Wellington,  Artiticer,  34th  Indep.  Battery, 
N.  Y.  V. 

Frank  H.  Whiting,  ist  Lt  2d  C.  Lt.  Bat. 
i  Wm.  H.  Whiting. 

,  Chas.  E.  Williams,  Cora.  Serg.  2d  N.  Y.  Cav. 
:  Geo.  E.  Williams,  Co.  A,  2d  C.  V. 
I  Stephen  H.  Wright,  Co.  B,  75th  N.  Y.  V. 
!  Daniel  Worcester. 

j  Myron  H.  White,  Corp.  2d  C.  Lt.  Bat. 

'  L.  Whittaker. 

I   Wm.  H.  Wheeler. 

I  Sylvanus  Wordin,  Co.  C,  loth  N.  Y.  V. 
j   Wm.  B.  Wilcoxson. 

I  Frank  J.  Young,  A.  A.  Surgeon,  U.  S.  N. 


List  of  Physicians  in  Bridgeport. 


Daniel   ClifTord,  was 

J.  R.  Gumming. 

 Brown. 

drowned  June,  lySi. 

Elijah  Gregory. 

Henry  H.  Davidson. 

James  Eaton  Beach,  177S, 

G.  Ohnesorg. 

C.  E.  Sanford. 

d.  1838. 

A.  E.  Barber. 

Curtis  H.  Bill. 

Dr.  Tisdale. 

H.  L.  W.  Burriit. 

Francis  J.  Young. 

Thorn  IS  Holman.*' 

George  L.  Beers. 

Robert  Lauder. 

Samuel  Simons. 

L.  H.  Norton. 

George  L.  Porter. 

William  B.  Nash. 

Ed.  W.  VVinslow. 

N.  E.  Wordin. 

Samuel  Beach. 

G.  F.  Lewis. 

Charles  W.  Sheffrey. 

David  H.  Nash. 

A.  H.  Aberneihy. 

A.  A.  Holmes. 

Frederick  J,  Judson. 

Seth  Hill. 

George  M.  Teeple. 

Hanford  N.  Bennett. 

William  H.  Hine. 

Sidney  Bishop. 

Robert  Hubbard. 

A.  J.  Smith. 

Stanley  P.  Warren. 

Joseph  S.  French. 

Richard  W.  Bull. 

Edward  T.  Ward. 

Doctor  Holman,  the  first  missionary  physician  to  the  Sandwich  Islands, 
returned  to  Bridgeport  in  1S22  and  died  here  in  1826. 
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Martin  J.  Buesch. 
Byron  W.  Alunson. 
F.  M.  Wilson. 
Jolin  Becker. 
William  J.  Wakeman. 
T.  F.  Martin. 
J.  W.  King. 
F.  A.  Rice. 
B.  F.  Broiison. 


\  Mary  J.  Rising. 
I  W.  B.  Beebe. 
!  W.  H.  Bunnell. 

J.  W.  Wright. 

F.  B.  Downs. 
I  C.  S.  Hoag. 
j  W.  C.  Bowers, 
j  H.  P.  Cole. 
I  VV.  T.  Delamater. 


!  A.  M.  Lyons, 
j  A.  N.  Phillips. 
]  Jacob  May. 
I  C.  C.  Godfrey, 
j  W.  H.  Donaldson. 
I  Samuel  Garlick. 
j  Andrew  Gilroy. 
I  Henry  Blodget. 
i  John  E.  Kelly. 


l.ist  of  the  Lfiicjfers  who  have 
their  admittance  to  the  bar,  so  far  as  cou 
Thaddeus    Bt-nedict,    Stratford,  1797; 

died  here  Oct.  6,  1799. 
Benjamin  Hall. 

Pierrepont  Edwards,  New  Haven  about 

I77i.« 
Charles  Winton. 
Joseph  Backus, 
Alanson  Hamlin. 
Joseph  Wood. 
Fitch  Wheeler. 
Mark  Moore. 
Henry  Dutton. 
James  C.  Loomis,  i?32. 
Elisha  S.  Abernethy. 
Richard  C.  Ambler,  1S78. 
Oswald  P.  Backus,  1SS3. 
Frank  E.  Baldwin. 
Sidney  B.  Beardsley,  1S43. 
Morris  B.  Beardsley,  1S72. 
Alfred  B.  Beers,  1871. 
William  D.  Bishop,  1S75. 
William  D.  Bishop,  Jr.,  i3S6. 


praciiced  in  Bridgeport,  with  the  date  of 
Id  be  ascertained,  at  the  time. 
:  Henry  T.  Blake,  1S51,  Fairfield  Co.; 

Hartford  Co.  1S50. 
I  John  A.  Boughton. 
Stephen  S.  Blake,  N.  H.  Co.,  1S72. 
Ebenezer  Burr,  1S74,  N.  H.  Co.;  1874, 

Fairfield  Co. 
Israel  M.  Bullock,  1866;   died  Oct., 
1879. 

Charles  S.  Canfieid,  1875, 

Frank  M.  Canfieid. 

Frederick  Chittenden. 

John  C.  Chamberlain,  Olmstead  Co., 
Minn.,  1874  ;  Fairfield  Co.,  1876. 

James  H.  Cooney. 
j  Joseph  H.  Collins. 

William  H.  Comley,  18S4. 

Howard  J.  Curtis,  1883. 

Daniel  Davenport,  1875. 
i  Robert  E.  DeForest.  N.  H.  Co.,  1869. 
1  Charles  A.  Doten,  1S72. 
I  Theodore  W.  Downs,  Litchfield  Co.  to 
i      Fairfield  Co.,  1874. 


83  Judge  Pierrepont  Edwards,  son  of  the  metaphysician,  born  at  Northampton, 
Mass.,  April  8,  1750;  died  at  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  April  14,  1826,  was  graduated  at 
Princeton  College  in  1768.  His  father  being  a  missionary  to  the  Stockbridge 
Indians,  his  youth  was  passed  among  them,  and  he  acquired  their  language  per- 
fettl)-.  He  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  New  Haven  in  1771  ;  took  an  early 
and  efficient  part  in  the  councils  of  Connecticut  in  favor  of  Independence  ;  served 
in  the  Revolutionary  army,  and  was  in  two  hard  fought  battles,  including  that  of 
Danbury.  He  was  a  member  of  the  old  Congress,  1787-8,  and  an  able  advocate 
for  'he  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  in  the  convention  held  to  ratify  it.  He 
was  judge  of  the  United  States  district  court  of  Connecticut  at  the  time  of  his 
decease.  He  was  the  founder  of  the  "Toleration  party"  in  Connecticut,  and  by 
his  ability  and  perseverance  drew  upon  himself  the  animosity  of  the  Calvinists. 
He  was  the  first  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Connecticut,  and  was  the  father  of 
H.  W.  and  Ogden  Edwards. 
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Frederick  J.  Fox. 

VanRensselaer  C.  Giddings,  Litchfield 
Co.,  1861  ;  Fairfield  Co.,  1S69. 

Louis  K.  Gould,  1SS2. 

Frederick  B.  Hall,  1871. 

Edwin  F.  Hall,  iSSi. 

William  T.  Haviland.  1SS2. 

David  F.  Hollister,  1S51,  Litchfield  Co.; 
Fairfield  Co.,  1S54. 

Gideon  H.  Hollister. 

Henry  Hiigins. 

William  H.  Kelsey,  1S80. 

Frank  L.  Holt,  1S77. 

Sherman  H.  Hubbard,  1881. 

Frank  J.  Hughes. 

Francis  Ives,  1848. 

Joseph  A.  Joyce,  1878. 

Bernard  Keating,  1880. 

Jacob  B.  Klein,  18S3. 

Howard  H.  Knapp. 

Frank  G.  Lewis. 

David  B.  Lockwood,  1S51. 

Michael  C.  McGuinness,  1878. 

Hugh  D.  McGee. 

Edward  F.  Meeker,  1S77. 

Louis  N.  Middlebrjok. 

Eugene  Morehouse,  18S2. 

Dwight  Morris,  1841. 

William  H.  Noble. 

Frank  P.  Norman,  1879. 

Wilfred  E.  Norton,  N.  H.  Co..  1867. 

J.  Wilbur  Parrott. 

Eugene  B.  Peck,  1875. 

John  J.  Phelan,  1878. 

Charles  Bostwick.'" 


Patrick  Phelan,  18S6. 

Frank  L.  Rodgers,  1881. 

Joseph  J.  Rose,  1885. 

Henry  S.  Saiilord,  Litchfield  Co.,  1S54. 

William  K.  Seeley,  1S52. 

Morris  W.  Seymour. 

Edward  W.  Seymour,  1S56  ;  Fairfield 
Co.,  1876. 

Cyrus  M.  Shelton,  1S86. 

Henry  T.  Shelton,  Jr. 

William  R.  Shelton,  1S72. 

Charles  Sherwood,  1S75. 

Lucius  AL  Slade,  N.  Lond  Co.,  1861  ; 
Fairfield  Co.,  1S63. 

Friend  W.  Smith,  Jr.,  1S82. 

Ernest  L.  Staples,  1883. 

William  H.  Stevenson,  1878. 

Goodwin  Stoddard,  1868. 

Isaac  M.  Sturges,  1837. 

E.  Stewart  Summer,  1S7S. 

Samuel  B.  Sumner,  Mass.,  1S52  ;  Fair- 
field Co.,  1863. 

Albert  \L  Tallmadge,  1877. 

Curtis  Thompson,  Middlesex  Co.,  1864  ; 
Fairfield  Co.,  1864. 

Amos  S.  Treat,  1843  ;  died  1886. 

Morris  Tuttle. 

George  W.  Warner,  1S4S. 

Levi  Warner. 

George  W.  Wheeler.  Jr.,  1883. 
Mark  D.  Wilbur,  Fairfield  Co.,  1S77. 
William  C.  Wildman. 
James  A.  Wilson,  1S65  ;  N.  H.,  1S74. 
Albert  M.  Wooster,  1883. 


^  Hon.  Cliffi-les  Jiostwicic  was  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1796. 
studied  law  under  Judge  Reeve  at  Litchfield,  Conn.,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
of  Fairfield  county  in  1799.  He  continued  in  the  practice  of  the  law  at  Bridge- 
port until  1810,  when  he  removed  to  the  city  of  New  York,  where  he  was  exten- 
sively engaged  in  mercantile  business  until  1837,  when  he  retired  from  business 
and  resumed  his  residence  at  Bridgeport. 

In  1840  he  was  elected  mayor  of  the  city  and  chief  judge  of  the  City  Court. 


SUPPLEMENTARY  PAPERS 


62 


[A  sermon,  written  in  1799,  by  the  Rev.  Philo  Shelton.] 


''A  History  of  tlic  Church  of  Fairfield.'- 

On  the  26th  day  of  August,  1722,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Picket,'' 
from  Stratford,  came  to  Fairfield  and  preached  at  the  house 
of  Mr.  Thomas  Hanford  to  about  six  families.  This  was  the 
first  time  that  divine  service  was  performed  in  the  town 
agreeable  to  the  rites  and  usages  of  the  Church  of  England. 
After  this  the  people  met  and  read  prayers  among  themselves, 
and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Johnson,  from  Stratford,  occasionally 
preached  for  them.  On  the  22d  of  June,  1725,  a  church  was 
raised  at  Fairfield  about  one  and  a  half  miles  west  from  the 
meeting  house,  and  on  the  loth  of  November  following,  it 
being  a  public  thanksgiving  day,  the  Rev.  Doctor  Johnson 
opened  the  new  church  with  a  sermon  suitable  to  the  occasion. 

Somewhere  about  this  time  there  was  a  law  obliging 
people  of  all  denominations  to  be  taxed  for  the  support  of 
the  Presbyterian  worship.  This  the  Episcopalians  looked 
upon  as  a  great  grievance,  and  some  had  the  resolution  to 
refuse  paying  this  tax  and  were  committed  to  gaol.  Of  this 
number  were  Mr.  Ward,  of  Fairfield,  Glover  and  Hard,  of 
Newtown.^  Upon  this  a  memorial  was  presented  to  the 
General  Assembly,  signed  by  the  church  wardens,  of  Fair- 
field, viz:  praying  to  be  excused  from  supporting  worship  in 
which  they  did  not  believe  nor  profess.    Their  prayer  was 

'  This  is  intended  to  be  a  literal  copy  of  Mr.  Shelton's  sermon,  except  the 
abbreviated  words  in  the  original  are  here  spelled  at  length. 

'  This  was  the  Rev.  George  Piggot. 

*  It  may  be  seen  from  these  statements  that  but  one  person  is  named  of  Fair- 
field and  two  01  Newtown  as  sent  to  jail,  although  there  may  have  been  others, 
and  these  all,  probably,  attended  the  church  at  Fairfield.  The  language  "had  the 
resolution  to  refuse  paying  this  t.ix,"  and  "upon  tliis  a  memorial  was  presented  to 
the  General  Assembly,"  suggests  that  they  went  to  jail  for  the  purpose  of  making 
a  case  in  order  to  appeal  to  the  Assembly  with  greater  force,  and  thus  secure  a 
change  in  the  law,  which  was  the  final  result. 

\  4  9  / 
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heard  and  the  taxes  of  the  Episcopalians  might  in  future  be 
applied  to  the  support  of  their  own  profession  in  obliging 
them  to  be  taxed  in  the  same  proportion  by  the  Presbyterian 
committee  and  collected  by  their  collectors  and  then  paid 
over  to  the  church  clergyman  or  to  the  wardens,  which  law 
continued  in  existence  until  the  American  Independence. 

The  church  people  at  Fairfield  increasing  some,  they 
were  very  desirous  to  have  a  clergyman  settled  among  them. 
They  purchased  a  lot  of  land,  about  hc'tlf  an  acre,  with  a  house, 
for  his  accommodation  and  sent  the  deed  by  the  hands  of  a 
certain  Mr.  Henry  Canner  to  the  societv  in  England,  praying 
that  he  might  be  clothed  with  Priest's  Orders  and  settled 
over  them.  Their  petition  was  heard  and  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Canner  received  to  Fairfield  in  October,  1727,  with  a  salary 
of  fifty  pounds  sterling,  per  annum,  and  the  people  were  very 
happy  in  his  admistrations  and  the  church  flourished  under 
his  ministry.  The  principal  people  that  composed  the  church 
were  Messrs.  Ward,  Adams,  Wilson,  Hanford,  Jinnings,  Lyon, 
Barlow,  Beers,  Sturges  and  others.  The  church  that  was  first 
built  was  small,  not  sufficient  now  to  contain  the  numbers. 
On  the  9th  of  August,  1738,  they  raised  another  of  fifty-four 
feet  by  thirty-six,  with  a  steeple,  and  with  the  charitable 
donations  from  New  York  and  the  society  in  England,  the 
house  was  finished  very  decently  with  a  bell.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Canner  continued  at  Fairfield  as  their  minister  until  the  year 
1744.  He  was  then,  by  the  Missionaries'  Society,  removed  to 
Boston,  to  the  great  grief  of  the  Episcopalians  of  Fairfield,  he 
being  a  man  of  eminent  talents,  a  great  preacher  and  an  able 
defender  of  the  doctrines  of  the  church,  and  a  very  agreeable, 
engaging  companion  and  neighbor.  While  he  was  at  Fair- 
field the  church  flourished,  her  numbers  increased,  and  all 
appeared  to  be  happy.  He  was  born  in  England,  came  to 
America  in  his  youth,  was  educated  at  Yale  College,  studied 
divinity  under  Doctor  Johnson,  married  a  Miss  McKinsey, 

daughter  of  Mr.    McKinsey.    He  continued  a  preacher 

in  the  church  at  Boston  until  the  war  broke  out  between 
Great  Britain  and  America.  When  the  British  troops  came 
there  he  left  the  town  and  returned  to  England  and  lived  to 
be  a  very  aged  man,  and  finally  died  in  peace  and  was  gath- 
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ered  to  his  Fathers,  the  Lord  having  prospered  him  in  his 
work  of  the  ministry,  by  which  many  souls  were  converted 
from  the  error  of  their  ways,  established  in  the  faith,  and 
rested  in  hope. 

In  the  year  1745  the  Rev.  Mr.  Joseph  Lamson  was 
ordained  to  the  ministry  and  placed  by  the  society  in  the 
church  at  Fairfield  vacated  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Canner,  with  a 
salary  equal  to  his  predecessor.  The  members  of  the  church 
having  increased  considerably,  those  who  resided  in  the 
parish  of  Stratfield  thought  it  too  far  to  attend  at  Fairfield, 
exerted  themselves,  and  in  the  year  1748  raised  a  church  in 
the  parish,  and  the  ne.xt  year  it  was  opened  and  dedicated 
by  the  Rev.  Doct.  Johnson.  The  principal  proprietors  in 
building  this  church  were  Col.  John  Burr,  Messrs.  John 
Holberton,  Timothy  Wheeler,  Joseph  Seeley,  John  Nichols, 
Richard  Hall,  Samuel  Beardsley,  and  others.  This  Colonel 
Burr  was  a  man  of  singular  abilities,  of  large  property  and  a 
warm  advocate  for  the  church,  having  received  his  education 
in  the  Presbyterian  profession,  but  when  he  arrived  to  mature 
age,  he  changed  his  profession.  About  this  time  Whitfield, 
Tenant,  and  other  zealous  preachers  came  through  the 
country,  fired  the  people  with  enthusiasm  and  an  over-heated 
zeal  for  religion,  which  the  Colonel  looked  upon  as  incon- 
sistent with  the  true  spirit  of  the  gospel,  which  teaches  order 
and  ofood  "-overnment  to  her  children.  He  turned  his  atten- 
tion  to  the  study  of  the  gospel  and  embraced  the  Church  of 
England  as  being  the  most  agreeable  to  the  rules  of  our 
Blessed  Saviour  and  his  apostles.  He  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  days  in  the  church  and  died  in  a  good  old  age. 

By  this  time  the  church  people  in  the  parishes  of  North- 
fairfield  and  Northfield  having  increased  considerablvand  being 
at  the  distance  of  eight  or  ten  miles  trom  Fairfield  church, 
they  thought  it  best  to  build  a  church  to  accommodate  those 
two  societies.  They  accordingly  in  the  year  1762  erected  a 
frame  and  closed  it,  but  soon  after  this,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lamson 
being  in  a  poor  state  of  health,  unable  to  officiate  much  in  the 
out  parishes,  the  church  was  not  finished  before  the  American 
war  commenced,  which  seemed  to  stagnate  all  business.  In 
the  year  1773  Mr.  Lamson  sickened  and  died.    He  was  born 
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at  Stratford,  educated  at  Yale  College,  conformed  to  the 
Church  of  England  in  the  time  of  the  Whitfieldian  stir.  He 
supported  an  honorable  character,  was  much  improved*  and 
esteemed  as  a  physician  as  well  as  a  divine.  He  left  at  his 
death  a  widow  and  five  children — three  daughters  and  two 
sons.  In  the  time  of  his  ministr}-,  the  liberal  Mr.  Talbart,  of 
New  York,  made  a  visit  to  Fairfield  and  left  as  a  benefit  for 
the  church  a  very  handsome  present,  to  the  amount  of  at  least 
one  hundred  pounds  L.  M.^  With  some  of  this  money  the 
trustees  of  the  church  purchased  a  piece  of  land  at  a  place 
called  the  Round  Hill,  about  nine  acres.  One  hundred  dol- 
lars was  put  out  to  use  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Coley, 
which  since  has  been  collected  and  applied  to  the  building  of 
the  new  church,  and  another  hundred  dollars  was  put  to  use 
in  the  hands  ol  Filer  Dibble,  who  in  the  troublesome  Ameri- 
can war  went  to  Novascotia,  forfeited  his  estate  and  the 
church  lost  the  debt.  Mr.  Talbart  also  furnished  the  Com- 
munion table  with  a  set  of  plate,  which  in  the  time  of  the 
burning  of  the  town  by  the  British  was  either  consumed  or 
plundered,  tlie  latter  1  think  is  most  probable. 

In  the  year  1774  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Say  re,  from  Freder- 
icksburgh,  was  invited  by  the  parish  to  take  charge  of  the 
churches.  He  wrote  to  the  society,  acquainted  them  of  the 
death  of  their  missionary,  Mr.  Lamson,  and  informed  them  of 
the  invitation  of  the  people  and  should  wait  their  approbation 
of  acceptance.  The  society  appointed  him,  agreeable  to  the 
request  of  the  people,  and  fixed  his  salarv  at  twenty-five 
pounds  sterling  per  annum.  Mr.  Sayre  was  a  man  of  supe- 
rior abilities,  a  great  preacher.  He  was  rather  inclining  to 
the  Calvinistic  principles,  but  a  high  Tory.  Soon  after  he 
settled  at  Fairfield  the  colonies  revolted  from  Great  Britain, 
which  produced  a  bloody  war,  and  in  the  contest  in  the  year 
1779,  a  party  of  the  King's  troops,  under  the  command  of 
Governor  Tryon,  came  to  Fairfield,  took  possession  of  the 
town,  plundered  it  and  then  burnt  it,  without  any  distinction 
to  friend  or  foe.  In  the  general  conflagration  the  church  was 
consumed  and  the  parsonage  house,  together  with  the  library, 


*  This  means  he  was  much  called  for  as  a  minister. 
^  L.  M. — lawful  money. 
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which  was  kept  in  the  parsonage.  The  library  contained 
some  hundreds  of  volumes.  The  church  records  shared  the 
same  fate.  This  was  a  most  fatal  blow  to  the  Episcopal 
society  of  Fairfield — losing  the  church,  the  parsonage,  the 
library,  the  plate  ;  and  at  this  time  Mr.  Sayre  with  his  family 
left  the  town  and  never  returned  again,  together  with  a  num- 
ber of  the  principal  inhabitants. 

The  remainder  thought  it  not  best  to  hang  their  harps 
upon  the  willows  and  give  up  the  church  for  lost,  but  relying 
on  the  promises  of  God  that  the  church  should  never  be 
extinct,  they  called  a  meeting  of  the  three  several  churches, 
viz:  Fairfield,  Stratfield  and  Northfairfield,  to  take  into  con- 
sideration what  was  best  to  be  done.  They  were  unanimously 
of  opinion  that  it  was  their  duty  to  keep  the  church  together 
and  have  divine  service  performed  among  them  until  they 
could  be  supplied  with  a  clergyman.  They  appointed  a 
committee  to  look  out  for  some  candidate  to  read  prayers  for 
them,  and  upon  inquiry  they  heard  of  Mr.  Philo  Shelton,  of 
Ripton,  to  whom  they  applied  and  he  engaged  to  open  church 
for  them  until  they  should  be  otherwise  supplied.  He  con- 
tinued their  reader  until  Bishop  Seabury  returned  from 
Europe  clothed  with  Episcopal  authority  to  ordain  and 
govern  the  church,  and  in  August,  1785,  Mr.  Shelton  was 
admitted  to  the  order  of  Deacon  in  Christ  Church,  Middle- 
town,  by  the  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Seabury,  and  to  Priest's 
Orders  in  Trinitv  Church,  New  Haven,  in  September  fol- 
lowing, by  the  same  prelate,  and  settled  over  the  churches  of 
Fairfield,  Stratfield  and  Weston,  with  a  living  of  one  hundred 
pounds  L.  M.  per  annum,  with  the  use  of  what  lands  belonged 
to  said  church. 

In  the  year  1790  the  Episcopalians  thought  it  best  to 
exert  their  abilities  and  see  if  they  could  not  get  them 
another  house.  They  went  to  work  and  in  June  raised  a 
frame  of  fifty-six  feet  by  thirty-four,  with  a  steeple,  and  by 
September  following  they  closed  it  so  as  we  were  able  to 
meet  in  it.  The  church  stands  about  one  mile  west  from 
where  the  last  stood,  at  a  place  called  Millplain. 

There  is  belonging  to  this  church  a  piece  of  land  laying 
at  Round  Hill  about  two  miles  from  the  State  house,  also  the 
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half  acre  where  the  parsonage  house  formerly  stood,  both  of 
which  pieces  are  in  the  possession  of  the  present  incumbent. 
There  is  no  other  property  belonging  to  either  of  the  three 
churches. 

The  church  at  Stratfield  was  not  finished  until  the  year 
1789,  and  then  it  was  consecrated  by  the  Right  Rev.  Doctor 
Seabury.  l"he  one  at  Fairfield  was  consecrated  by  the  Right 
Rev.  Doctor  Jarvis,  the  iSth  of  October,  1798. 

The  number  of  families  belonging  to  the  three  churches 
is  about  200;  communicants,  150  (only  one  of  color).  AH 
those  of  proper  age  have  been  confirmed.  There  have  been 
baptized  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Shelton  since  x'\ugust,  1785,  until 
February,  1799,  Soo  souls,  25  of  which,  adults. 

The  borough  at  Stratfield  populating  much  faster  than 
the  other  parts  of  the  parish,  the  greatest  number  of  Episco- 
palians living  in  that  part  of  the  society,  it  was  thought  best 
by  many  that  the  church  should  be  placed  there.  A  meeting 
was  called  to  take  the  minds  of  the  members  and  it  was 
thought  advisable  to  pull  the  old  church  down  and  build  a 
new  one  out  of  the  materials,  as  far  as  they  would  go.  The 
vote  was  taken  and  [was]  almost  unanimous  so  to  do,  and  in 
March,  1801,  the  church  was  razed'  to  the  ground,  and  on  the 
2d  of  July  following  another  frame  was  erected  in  the  bor- 
ough at  Bridgeport,  58  feet  by  38,  closed,  glazed  and  floored, 
so  as  to  meet  in  on  the  29th  of  November  following.  While 
the  church  was  in  building  the}-  met  sometimes  in  the  school 
house  and  sometimes  in  the  meeting  house,  where  they  were 
invited  by  the  Presbyterians." 

Bridycjtot't  Ladles^  Cliai'itable  Soeiety. —  In  the  year 
1813  a  voluntary  association  was  formed  in  Bridgeport  under 
the  name  of  the  Bridgeport  Female  Benevolent  Society,  for 
the  purpose  of  assisting  persons  and  families  needing  aid  ; 
and  consequently  it  has  been  actively  engaged  in  its  charita- 
ble work  for  about  seventy-three  years.  The  name  of  the 
association  was  afterwards  changed  to  the  Bridgeport  Ladies' 
Charitable  Society. 


'  This  word  is  not  Mr.  Shelton's;  sorre  one  has  erased  the  original,  which, 
apparently,  was  another  word. 
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At  the  January  session  of  the  General  Assembly  of  1884, 
a  charter  was  granted  authorizing  it  to  hold  property,  real 
and  personal,  free  from  taxation,  not  exceeding  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  to  have  and  use  a  common  seal,  to  adopt  constitution 
and  by-laws,  and  to  do  and  perform  all  acts  proper  and  neces- 
sary to  accomplish  the  objects  of  the  association. 

At  the  time  of  the  organization  of  this  society  in  1813, 
there  was  want  and  poverty  among  families  whose  husbands 
were  in  the  war,  and  great  destitution  among  those  Indians 
who  still  hung  around  their  old  hunting  and  Hshing  grounds. 
Several  ladies  meeting  with  Mrs.  Capt.  Abijah  Hawley  to 
sew  and  make  garments  for  these  poor  people,  it  was  sug- 
gested to  form  a  society,  and  Mrs.  Polly  Hawley  was  chosen 
president.  Rev.  Elijah  Waterman,  at  that  time  pastor  of  the 
North  Congregational  Church,  wrote  the  constitution,  the 
same  as  in  use  to-day,  the  only  written  record  we  have  of  the 
society  until  the  past  twenty  years.  Mrs.  S.  B.  Furgeson, 
who  died  in  1886,  was  eighteen  years  of  age  when  this  society 
was  organized,  and  she  was  in  some  way  connected  with  it 
until  her  death.  The  names  following  were  the  first  man- 
agers: Mrs.  Abijah  Hawley,  Mrs.  William  Peet,  Mrs.  Isaac 
Hinman,  Mrs.  Sylvanus  Sterling,  Mrs.  Isaac  Burroughs,  Mrs. 
Reuben  Tweedy,  Mrs.  Capt.  Daniel  Sterling.  They  worked 
earnestly,  made  over  old  garments,  and  with  membership 
fees  bought  new  cloth  for  sheets  and  pillow  cases,  lent  them 
to  the  sick  and  poor  as  circumstances  required,  and  when  the 
emergency  was  over  gathered  the  soiled  linen,  cleansed  it  by 
washing,  for  ne.xt  applicant.  Mrs.  Hawley  was  president  for 
a  number  of  years,  it  then  had  monthly  meetings,  as  now, 
with  sociability,  and  it  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  to  the  pres- 
ent time  they  have  been  of  nearly  regular  occurrence.  The 
following  persons  have  filled  successively  the  office  of  presi- 
dent:  Mrs.  William  Peet,  Mrs.  Isaac  Hinman,  Mrs.  Sylvanus 
Sterling,  then  her  sister,  Mrs.  Ira  Sherman,  Mrs.  Capt.  David 
Sterling,  Mrs.  S.  B.  Furgeson,  Mrs.  P.  T.  Barnum,  Mrs. 
Gasford  Sterling,  Mrs.  D.  B.  Nichols,  Mrs.  O.  H.  Whiting 
(who  is  still  a  manager),  Mrs.  H.  L.  Sturdevant,  who  filled 
the  office  for  about  twenty  years,  with  the  exception  of  one 
year,  when  Mrs.  E.  A.  Lewis  filled  the  office;  Mrs.  Sturde- 
63 
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vant  died  in  the  spring  of  i8S6,  when  Mrs.  Russell  Tomlinson, 
who  was  vice-president,  was  elected  president. 

The  following  ladies,  who  have  done  their  work  so  nobly 
and  left  their  influence  to  cheer  the  generation  of  to-day, 
many  of  them  were  managers  from  twentx'  to  forty  and  more 
years:  Mrs.  Abijah  Ilawley,  Mrs.  William  Peet,  Mrs.  H.  K. 
Harral,  Mrs.  Longworth,  Mrs.  Dr.  Simons,  Mrs.  L.  H.  Cole- 
man, Mrs.  Allen,  Mrs.  Reuben  Tweedy,  Mrs.  Henry  Shelton, 
Mrs.  Russell  Tomlinson,  Mrs.  W.  S.  Ivnowlton,  Mrs.  Matilda 
Hawley,  Mrs.  S.  F.  Hurd,  ]Mrs.  Sherman  Hartwell,  Mrs.  Ira 
B.  Wheeler,  Mrs.  Isaac  Hinman,  Mrs.  Capt.  Daniel  Sterling, 
Mrs.  Alfred  Bishop,  Mrs.  Jessie  Sterling,  Mrs.  Dr.  William 

B.  Nash,  Mrs.  Kirtland,  Mrs.  Joseph  Thompson,  Mrs.  Ezra 
Curtis,  Mrs.  P.  T.  Barnum,  Mrs.  Gideon  Thompson,  Mrs. 
Tallman  Perry,  Mrs.  G.  B.  Waller,  Mrs.  James  Moore,  Mrs. 
Henry  Wheeler,  Mrs.  S.  B.  Furgeson,  Mrs.  Capt.  Ji^hn 
Brooks,  Mrs.  H.  L.  Sturdevant. 

Ex-managers  now  living:  Mrs.  Dr.  David  Nash,  Mrs.  P. 

C.  Calhoun,  Mrs.  D.  B.  Nichols,  Mrs.  James  C.  Loomis,  Mrs. 
Henry  Thompson,  Mrs.  S.  J.  Patterson,  Mrs.  Frederic  Lyon, 
Mrs.  William  Sherman,  Mrs.  James  Moore,  Mrs.  Thomas 
Cruttenden,  Mrs.  George  Burroughs,  Mrs.  Stephen  Silliman, 
Mrs.  Gasford  Sterling,  Mrs.  John  Knowles,  Mrs.  Edward 
Sterling,  Mrs.  D.  C.  Peck,  Mrs.  Benjamin  I^ay,  Mrs.  S.  M. 
Middlebrook,  Mrs.  Lcgrand  Sterling,  Mrs.  William  H.  Noble, 
Mrs.  Samuel  Baldwin,  Mrs.  Levi  Parrott. 

The  present  officers  are  :  President,  Mrs.  Russell  Tomlin- 
son; Vice-President,  Mrs.  Friend  W.  Smith;  Secretary,  Mrs. 
L.  H.  Norton;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  George  W.  Barker;  Direc- 
tresses: Mrs.  Frederic  W.  Parrott,  Mrs.  E.  L.  Gaylord,  Mrs. 
E.  A.  Lewis.  Advisory  Committee  :  Hon.  William  D.  Bishop, 
Mr.  James  Staples,  and  Henry  R.  Parrott.  The  present 
Board  of  Managers:  Mrs.  Bronson  Hawley,  Mrs.  I.  H.  Wh't- 
ing,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Garland,  Mrs.  Munson  Hawley,  Mrs.  F.  W. 
Parrott,  Mrs.  C.  B.  Hotchkiss,  Mrs.  James  Staples,  Mrs. 
Russell  Tomlinson,  Mrs.  Friend  W^.  Smith,  Mrs.  L.  H.  Nor- 
ton, Mrs.  G.  W\  Barker,  Mrs.  E.  L.  Gaylord,  Mrs.  E.  A. 
Lewis,  Mrs.  C.  R.  Hay  ward,  Mrs.  George  Somers. 

The  work  of  the  managers  has  materially  changed  since 
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the  organization  of  this  society.  The  community  in  the  early 
days  was  comparatively  small,  there  was  no  risk  of  harming 
the  poor  and  degrading  them  to  the  condition  of  paupers  ; 
the  giver  and  receiver  of  alms  did  not  loose  sight  of  each 
other,  so  that  gifts  were  made  with  moral  benefit  to  both. 
But  such  a  state  of  things  could  not  last:  as  the  population 
increased  the  classes  became  more  widely  separated,  and  at 
this  day  it  is  found  necessary  to  thoroughly  investigate  all 
cases — through  the  kindness  of  the  citv  officers,  who  s:ive  the 
society  the  use  of  rooms  in  Wheeler's  Block,  where  its  execu- 
tive meetings  are  held  weekly,  where  the  poor  make  known 
their  wants  ;  a  detailed  account  of  all  applications  are  made, 
and  alter  thorough  investigation,  in  order  that  all  cases  of 
real  distress  may  at  all  times  be  reached,  and  those  who  are 
in  health  and  not  in  need  of  assistance  may  receive  no  further 
support  from  this  society,  but  are  directed  to  the  care  of  the 
Industrial  Relief  Society,  where  they  are  taught  to  help 
themselves. 

Mr.  Alfred  Bishop  endowed  this  society  with  the  interest 
of  five  thousand  dollars,  and  the  following  legacies  have  been 
received:  Mrs.  Fayerweather,  S500;  Mrs.  Lorenzo  B.  Ster- 
ling, $1000;  Mrs.  A.  A.  Pettengill,  $2000;  Mrs.  William  S. 
Pomero3%  $500. 

The  AHSoclated  Chot'lties  />>/•  Itidnstrial  Relief, 

organized  in  March,  1886,  lias  far  exceeded  the  expectations 
of  the  faithful  women  who  have  for  so  many  years  been 
engaged  in  the  various  charities  ot  Bridgeport,  and  discussed 
the  great  question  :  How  are  we  to  prevent  the  pauperization 
of  our  poor?  How  are  we  to  be  loving  and  yet  wise  in  our 
charity?  By  thorough  investigation  it  has  been  proved  that 
other  methods  must  be  devised  ;  that  nine-tenths  of  the  desti- 
tution and  suffering  ot  the  poor  has  its  origin  in  the  home,  the 
ignorance  and  improvidence  of  themselves,  and  unless  the 
homes  are  reached  and  the  poor  can  be  weaned  from  habits  of 
dependence  by  pointing  out,  in  a  kindly  spirit,  the  disgrace  it 
entails,  no  permanent  good  can  be  obtained. 

About  forty  ladies  met  at  the  house  of  Mrs.  L.  H.  Norton 
to  consider  this  subject;  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  by 


500 


History  of  Bridgeport. 


Mrs.  Russell  Tomlinson,  Mrs.  Henry  H.  Pyle  was  made  pre- 
siding officer,  and  Mrs.  L.  H.  Norton,  Secretary.  The  follow- 
ing Saturday,  in  a  room  in  Wheeler's  Block,  provided  by  the 
mayor  of  the  city,  a  committee  of  five  or  six  ladies  met  those 
poor  women  who  would  show  a  disposition  to  help  themselves, 
and  finding  much  interest  manifested,  continued  to  do  so  for 
several  months,  teaching  the  mothers  and  children  to  make 
garments  and  paying  them  for  the  time  in  garments  or  gro- 
ceries. The  growth  of  the  work  necessitated  a  change  and 
the  residence  of  the  late  Capt.  John  Brooks,  corner  Main  and 
Gilbert  streets,  was  rented,  a  matron  secured,  and  with  the 
noble  women  who  compose  the  board  of  managers,  the  work 
will  grow  to  be  an  example  of  true  charity. 

The  leading  idea  of  the  society  is  to  help  the  poor  ulti- 
mately to  do  without  help  ;  in  case  of  those  already  pauper- 
ized to  induce  them  to  rely  more  upon  themselves  and  less 
upon  others — the  first  object  is  to  interest  the  children,  who 
meet  at  the  "home"  every  Saturday  afternoon,  where  they 
are  taught  to  sew,  and  some  of  the  little  girls  have  made  such 
progress  that  they  from  the  overhand  seam,  are  now  able  to 
make  a  garment,  and  some  are  in  advance  of  their  mothers, 
who  meet  every  Thursday  afternoon. 

The  department  of  domestic  service  includes  the  training 
of  young  women  in  all  branches  of  household  work,  with  a 
view  to  better  meet  the  requirements  of  domestic  service; 
the  aim  is  to  inculcate  the  right  estimate  of  the  dignity  of 
household  service,  to  encourage  a  class  of  girls  to  choose  the 
family  as  a  means  of  support.  Cooking  classes  have  been 
arranged  covering  all  grades  of  family  cooking,  giving  young 
women  opportunity  for  practical  instruction  ;  in  many  homes 
where  the  food  is  not  properly  prepared,  there  is  much  waste, 
and  the  husband  and  father  become  discouraged  and  resort  to 
the  saloons  for  the  free  lunch  to  satisfy  their  appetites,  when 
if  the  table  at  home  was  supplied  with  properly  prepared, 
nutritious,  though  not  expensive  food,  it  would  soon  wean 
him  from  such  resorts  and  the  family  would  be  united  and 
happy.  The  laundry  gives  work  to  those  who  vv'ish  to  be 
taught  in  that  department.  The  day  nursery,  an  interesting 
department  where  poor  women  who  are  anxious  to  be  sell- 
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dependent  can  leave  their  children  through  the  day,  while 
they  are  providing  for  themselves  rather  than  asking  charity. 

This  work  was  commenced  with  small  contributions  of 
the  ladies  at  the  first  meeting  and  used  for  material  to  work 
with  at  the  first  Saturday  meeting.  Other  amounts  were 
generously  contributed  by  charitably  disposed  ladies;  with 
the  fees  of  the  managers  and  members  the  work  went  on. 

July  13,  1S86,  a  lawn  party  was  suggested.  Mr.  E.  C. 
Bassick  very  kindly  opened  his  house  and  grounds,  corner  of 
Hancock  and  Fairfield  avenues,  the  grounds  were  brilliantly 
lighted  and  the  public  manifested  by  their  contributions  and 
attendance  a  great  interest  in  the  work,  and  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  and  seven  dollars  and  twelve  cents  (S307.12)  was 
realized.  After  having  assumed  the  rent  of  a  house,  matron, 
etc.,  more  funds  were  needed  and  the  "  Feast  of  the  New 
Moon,"  a  very  successful  entertainment,  both  socially  and 
financially,  was  given  in  the  Armory  building  for  five  suc- 
cessive nights,  the  first  week  in  December,  realizing  about 
five  thousand  si.x  hundred  dollars. 

A  meeting  of  the  executive  committee  is  held  weekly  and 
the  result  is  submitted  at  the  monthly  meetings  of  the  board 
of  managers  ;  also,  each  department  has  a  standing  committee 
and  meet  as  circumstances  require  and  report  either  to  the 
executive  or  board  of  managers. 

The  payment  of  one  dollar  per  3^ear  will  entitle  to  mem- 
bership and  a  vote  in  the  annual  meetings. 

Officers:  President,  Mrs.  Henry  H,  Pvle ;  Vice-Presi- 
dents, Mrs.  Henry  R.  Parrott,  Mrs.  David  M.  Read  ;  Corre- 
sponding Secretary,  Mrs.  Curtiss  H.  Bill ;  Recording  Secre- 
tary, Mrs.  Lucian  H.  Norton;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  WMlliam  B. 
Hincks.  E.xecutive  Committee  with  the  above:  Mrs.  E.  C. 
Bassick,  Mrs.  J.  P.  Omans,  Mrs.  D.  B.  Lockwood,  Mrs.  \V. 
H.  Perry,  Mrs.  F.  W.  Smith,  Mrs.  T.  B.  Warren,  Mrs.  A. 
Steward.  Board  of  Managers:  Mrs.  P.  T.  Barnum,  Mrs.  E. 
F.  Bishop,  Mrs.  N.  Wheeler,  Mrs.  L.  H.  Norton,  Mrs.  A. 
Wheeler,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Joyce,  Mrs.  Conrad  Becker,  Mrs.  E. 
Sterling,  Mrs.  J.  P.  Omans,  Mrs.  D.  B.  Lockwood,  Mrs.  E. 
A.  Lewis,  Mrs.  H.  R.  Parrott,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Perry,  Mrs.  F.  W. 
Smith,  Mrs.  E.  C.  Bassick,  Mrs.  A.  A.  Howes,  Mrs.  Edwin 
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Sanford,  Mrs.  E.  L.  Gaylord,  Mrs.  R.  Tomlinson,  Mrs.  D.  M. 
Read,  Mrs.  S.  Grumman,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Atkinson,  Mrs.  S.  W. 
Baldwin,  xMrs.  \V.  Flatt,  Mrs.  G.  W.  Barker,  Mrs.  Susan  Olds, 
Mrs.  C.  E.  Wilmot,  Mrs.  H.  H.  Pyle,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Loomis,  Mrs. 
E.  W.  Marsh,  Mrs.  Julia  Nichols,  Mrs.  J.  Whitney,  Mis.  A. 
Steward,  Mrs.  Godfrey  V'eit,  Mrs.  C.  H.  Bill,  Mrs.  Henry 
Sanford,  Mrs.  H.  M.  Harrington,  Mrs.  William  E.  Seele}-, 
Mrs.  C.  K.  Averill,  Mrs.  I.  DeVer  Warner,  Mrs.  W.  B.  Hincks, 
Mrs.  T.  B.  Warren,  Mrs.  W.  F.  Gilman,  xMrs  G.  B.  Richard- 
son, Miss  Matilda  Lewis,  Miss  Julia  Sanford,  Miss  Fannie 
Lewis.  Advisory  Committee:  Flon.  P.  T.  Barnum,  Hon. 
Nathaniel  Wheeler,  Hon.  Henry  H.  Pyle,  Hon.  C.  Fones. 
Hon.  William  D.  Bishop,  G.  C.  Waldo,  Edward  Sterling, 
D.  M.  Read,  H.  R.  Parrott,  James  L.  Gould,  L  DeVer  War- 
ner, D.  B.  Lockwood,  E.  F.  Strong,  James  Staples. 

Beside  the  board  of  managers  there  are  about  five  hun- 
dred members. 

Senjamin  Jiroohs  was  son  of  Capt.  Benjamin  Brooks, 
son  of  John  Brooks,  Esq.,  of  Stratford,  Conn.  His  mother 
was  Rebecca  Sherman,  daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  (Cooke) 
Sherman,  of  New  Haven.  Sarah  Sherman  was  a  descendant 
of  Governor  William  Leete,  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut, 
and  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Cooke,  Congregational 
minister  of  Stratfield.  James  Sherman  was  a  grandson  of 
Mr.  Samuel  Sherman,  of  Stratford,  Assistant  1662  to  1664, 
Deputy  to  the  General  Court,  etc.  Benjamin  Brcjoks  was 
born  in  East  Bridgeport  (New  Pasture  Point),  March  3,  1778. 
At  an  early  age  he  went  many  voyages  to  sea  with  his  father, 
and  having  relatives  at  Berlice — his  father's  sister  had  mar- 
ried Governor  Van  Battenburg  of  that  province — he  was 
induced  to  enter  mercantile  life  at  Nassau,  New  Providence. 
He  was  married  in  18 10,  to  Harriet  Jones,  daughter  of  Isaac 
Jones,  Esq.,  of  New  Haven,  and  Sibyl  Benjamin,  <if  Stratford. 
Isaac  Jones,  her  father,  was  a  great-grandson  of  Deputy-Gov- 
ernor William  Jones,  who  married  Hannah,  the  daughter  of 
Governor  Theophilus  Eaton,  first  governor  of  the  Colony  of 
New  Haven — from  1638  to  1657.  vSibyl  Benjamin  was  a 
daughter  of  Colonel  John  Benjamin,  of  Stratford,  and  Lucre- 


Biographical  Sketches. 


503 


tia  (Backus)  Benjamin,  who  came,  through  a  line  of  notable 
ancestors,  from  W'illiam  Backus,  of  Saybrook  and  Norwich, 
and  William  Bradford,  of  the  Mayflower. 

Three  children  were  born  to  Mr.  Brooks  at  Nassau,  New 
Providence,  and  in  18 16  he  returned  with  his  family  to  his 
native  place.  East  Bridgeport,  and  purchased  the  house,  now 
nearly  one  hundred  years  old  and  occupied  by  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  William  H.  Noble.  He  made  many  improvements  in 
the  house  and  grounds  and  added  some  300  acres  from  this 
homestead  to  Old  Mill.  This,  as  he  had  been  lame  from 
youth  with  rheumatism,  he  put  under  the  charge  of  an  over- 
seer. The  land  was  highly  cultivated,  300  sheep  besides 
cattle  raised  thereon,  and  this  interested  and  engaged  his 
attention  for  many  years,  until  from  ill  health  it  became  a 
burden,  and  was  sold  in  1837. 

After  his  return  from  the  West  Indies  he  took  great 
interest  in  his  native  place,  entering  into  all  its  improvements, 
sometimes,  as  his  health  would  allow,  filling  public  offices  of 
the  town,  and  until  his  death  an  honored  member  of  the 
masonic  fraternity.  He  was  for  many  years  vestryman  of 
old  St.  John's  Church,  giving  freely  of  his  means  tor  its 
support,  and  a  silver  christening  bowl  and  ewer  for  its  ser- 
vice, which  are  still  used.  Never  did  he  absent  himself  from 
church  or  allow  his  children  to  do  so  except  on  account  of 
illness.  His  wife  died  at  the  age  of  39,  leaving  him  with  nine 
young  children  ;  of  these,  seven  daughters  were  all  confirmed 
in  the  old  St.  John's  Church. 

He  was  a  man  of  the  most  hospitable  and  generous  nature, 
always  keeping  a  room  and  bed  in  the  basement  of  his  house 
for  any  wayfarers,  never  turning  his  face  from  any  poor  man, 
and  not  one  was  known  to  abuse  his  hospitality.  Every 
Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  he  sent  a  feast  to  the  inmates  of 
the  Poor  House,  and  one  of  his  daughters  with  a  purse  to 
divide  its  contents  among  the  aged  and  infirm. 

He  was  a  man  of  high  honor  and  good  integrity,  a  gen- 
tleman of  the  old  school  ol  politeness,  was  of  great  independ- 
ence and  originality  of  character,  but  very  genial  in  his 
nature,  drawing  around  him  a  host  of  friends  and  beloved  by 
the  poor  whom  he  assisted,  not  alone  with  money,  but  with 
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good  advice  and  interest  in  their  welfare.  He  alwa\'s  enter- 
tained a  most  humble  opinion  of  his  own  merits  and  was  most 
charitable  in  his  judgment  of  others,  speaking  kindly  of  them 
or  keeping  silent.  A  man  of  intelligence  and  something  of  a 
philosopher,  he  was  beloved  and  respected  by  every  one, 
many  of  those  he  had  befriended  following  his  remains  to  the 
grave,  April  7,  1S47. 

Charles  TJieophilus  yicJioIls,  son  of  Philip  and  Mary 
(Prince)  Nicholls.  was  born  at  Newfield,  now  Bridgeport, 
July  21,  1771,  and  was  educated  at  the  celebrated  Dwight 
Academy  at  Greenfield  Hill,  Fairfield  County,  Conn.  As 
early  as  1794  he  began  as  a  merchant,  in  connection  with  his 
father's  coasting  vessels,  in  his  native  village,  in  the  first  store 
in  that  locality,  which  store  was  built  by  his  father.  Not  long 
after  he  sailed  as  supercargo  from  New  York  to  New  Orleans, 
West  Indies  and  foreign  ports.  When  about  thirty-five  years 
of  age  his  brig  was  wrecked  near  Key  West,  and  he  being 
exposed  for  forty-eight  hours  on  the  waters,  passed  through 
a  severe  sickness  with  fever,  from  which  he  suffered  greatly 
at  times  through  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Returning  home 
he  again  engaged  as  a  merchant  under  the  firm  name  of  Foote 
and  Nicholls.  At  that  time  he  became  engaged  in  military 
matters  and  held  the  position  for  some  years  of  paymaster  on 
the  staff"  of  Colonel  Enoch  Foote,  of  the  4th  regiment  of 
cavalry  of  the  4th  brigade  of  Connecticut  cavalry,  from 
which  he  received  an  honorable  discharge  from  General 
Joseph  Walker. 

In  1815  he  purchased  the  house  and  land  on  the  corner 
ot  what  is  now  Stratford  avenue  and  Pembroke  street,  East 
Bridgeport,  of  Hon.  R.  G.  Van  Polanen,  which  house  had 
been  built  about  the  year  1800,  and  occupied  some  years  by 
General  Enoch  Foote.  He  also  purchased  considerable  land 
property  at  that  time  and  engaged  in  farming  enterprises. 
In  1817  he  was  a  member  of  a  copartnership  under  the  name 
of  Hyde,  Nichols  and  Company,  for  general  trade,  on  the 
corner  of  Main  and  State  streets,  In  1828  he  became  a  silent 
partner  with  Hyde  and  Shelton,  Mr.  Henry  Shelton,  his 
nephew  and  faithful  friend,  assuming  his  position  ui  the  old 
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company  and  afterwards  conducting  the  business  in  his  own 
name  many  years. 

Mr.  Nicholls  for  twenty-five  years  preceding-  his  decease, 
was  debarred  from  all  active  business  by  ceaseless  suffering, 
which  he  endured  with  calm  and  patient  fortitude,  and  for 
the  last  ten  years  of  his  life  was  unable  to  leave  his  house. 

He  was  confirmed  by  Bishop  Seabury  and  became  a 
communicant  in  St.  John's  Church  in  1788,  of  which  his 
brother-in-law,  Rev.  Philo  Shelton,  was  the  rector  for  forty 
years  from  1785.  He  was  for  years  warden  of  this  church, 
but  resigned  because  of  illness,  and  hence  inability  to  serve. 
In  the  ecclesiastical  designation  ot  those  days  he  was  called  a 
high  churchman  and  sympathised  with  the  views  of  Bishop 
Hobart,  of  whom  he  was  a  great  admirer. 

On  February  17,  1808,  Charles  T.  Nicholls  married 
Sarah  Lewis  Tomlinson,  daughter  of  Jabez  H.  Tomlinson, 
of  Oronoque,  in  Stratford,  born  February  27,  1789.  They 
had  two  children  :  Ann  Eliza,  who  married  William  Sumner 
Johnson,  of  New  York,  and  George  Huntington  Nicholls, 
D.D.,  now  of  Hoosac  Falls,  N.  Y. 

Mrs.  Sarah  L.  Nicholls,  the  devoted  wife,  departed  this 
life  April  3,  1821,  aged  32  years. 

Mr.  Nicholls  married  for  his  second  wife  Mrs.  Harriet 
(Heller)  Morris,  widow  of  David  Morris,  of  New  York.  Her 
father,  the  Rev.  James  Heller,  was  chaplain  of  one  of  the 
Hessian  regiments  serving  in  the  English  army  during  the 
war  of  the  Revolution.  She  died  at  Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  about 
i860,  where  she  spent  the  later  years  of  her  life. 

Mr.  Charles  T.  Nichols  died  (October  9,  1849,  aged  78  years. 

George  Kneeland  Xichols,  the  great-grandson  of  Capt. 
Joseph  Nichols  and  son  of  Hezekiah  Nichols  and  Avis  Peet, 
was  born  in  the  old  Nichols  house  at  Nichols*  Farms,  January 
23,  1818.  He  married  Armina  deLyon  Seeley,  eldest  daugh- 
ter of  Munson  Seeley,  of  Easton,  Conn.,  who  was  descended 
from  John  deLyon  and  the  Earls  of  Strathmore  and  Kinghorn. 
Mrs.  Nichols,  through  both  of  her  grandmothers,  who  were 
cousins,  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  Lady  Jane  Stuart.  On  her 
father's  side  she  is  in  direct  line  from  Colonel  Seeley,  who 
64 
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held  the  militar}'  occupancy  of  Long  Island  under  the  British 
crown.  She  is  distantly  related  to  ex-Governor  Seeley,  ot 
New  Jersey,  and  through  the  Osborne-Seeleys  connected 
with  Albert  Bierstadt,  the  celebrated  painter. 

With  the  patrimony  inherited  from  the  Nichols  estate 
George  K.  Nichols  embarked  with  his  brother,  David  Stiles 
Nichols,  in  the  manufacture  of  coaches  at  Nichols'  Farms, 
their  business  relations  being  mostly  in  Texas  and  the  South- 
ern States.  David  S.  Nichols  was  succeeded  by  James  K. 
Nichols,  a  brother  of  George  K.  Nichols,  and  who  married 
Elizabeth  Seeley,  the  sister  of  Mrs.  George  K.  Nichols.  The 
firm  of  Nichols  and  Brother,  whose  business  was  ot  large 
proportions  and  of  wide  repute,  encountered  heavy  losses  in 
the  war  of  the  rebellion.  Before  the  war  Mr.  George  K. 
Nichols,  who  had  successfully  conducted  a  carriage  repository 
in  Broadway,  New  York,  in  the  interest  of  the  firn;,  had  to 
return  to  Nichols'  Farms  to  help  supply  the  demand,  for  car- 
riages from  the  South.  The  Mexican  coaches  made  by  the 
firm  were  of  high  repute. 

After  the  financial  losses  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  the 
business  was  revived  on  a  much  smaller  scale,  the  present 
stock  company  being  formed  under  the  name  of  Nichols, 
Peck  and  Company,  but  Mr.  Peck  soon  died,  since  which 
time  the  business  has  been  chiefl}'  owned  by  the  Nichols 
brothers.  In  1862  George  K.  Nichols  went  to  Rochester, 
N.  Y.,  remaining  through  the  war  in  charge  of  the  repository 
of  the  firm  in  that,  city,  and  while  there  was  president  of  a 
paint  manufacturing  company  formed  in  that  city.  Nichols, 
Peck  and  Company  had  all  along  received  orders  for  carri- 
ages from  Australia,  and  a  large  and  lucrative  trade  with  that 
country  ensued  for  years.  In  1873  the  Nichols  Brothers 
removed  their  business  to  Bridgeport,  of  which  city  Mr. 
George  K.  Nichols  remains  a  resident.  His  brother  Jc.mes 
K.  Nichols,  died  about  1883,  and  since  then  the  business  has 
been  chiefly  owned  and  managed  by  Mr.  George  K.  Nichols, 
the  trade  being  almost  exclusively  with  New  York  City. 
Mr.  Nichols  was  in  former  years  somewhat  active  in  gold  and 
silver  raining  stocks,  and  also  the  invention  of  a  spring  perch 
for  carriages. 
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The  children  of  George  K.  and  Armina  (Seeley)  Nichols 
are:  Charles  Wilber  deLyon  Nichols  and  Lavinia  Armina 
Nichols;  the  latter  deceased  in  1S72. 

The  children  of  James  K.  and  Elizabeth  (Seeley)  Nichols 
were  :  Harriet,  deceased  ;  Eliza,  who  married  Walter  Nichols, 
of  New  York;  Frances  S. ;  Mary  L.,  who  married  J.  V.  Sin- 
gleton, ot  Waterbur}- ;  and  Carrie  Josephine. 

Eden  BiirroKffJts,  D.D.,  son  of  Stephen  Burroughs, 
the  first,  and  Ruth  (Nichols)  Burroughs,  was  born  in  what  is 
now  North  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  in  Januar}-,  1738.  He  was 
graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1757;  licensed  bv  Fairfield  East 
Association,  May  30,  1759,  and  was  ordained  pastor  of  the 
South  Church,  Killingly,  in  January,  1760.  He  was  dismissed 
from  this  church  in  1771,  and  installed  pastor  of  the  church  in 
Hanover,  New  Hampshire,  September  i,  1772,  and  died  May 
22,  1813,  aged  75  years.  He  was  honored  with  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Divinity  from  Dartmouth  College  in  1773,  and  was 
one  of  its  overseers  from  that  year  until  his  death. 

SfepJien  liuypouyjts.  son  of  the  above  Dr.  Eden  Bur- 
roughs, was  born  in  1765  and  became  a  notorious  imposter 
and  counterfeiter.  He  published  an  autobiography,  partly  in 
justification  of  his  course  of  life,  in  181 1,  and  a  reprint  of  it 
was  issued  in  New  York  in  1852.  The  copies  are  seldom  met 
with,  but  are  still  extant.  In  1799,  and  for  a  few  years,  he  and 
his  family  resided  with  his  father  in  f^anover.  New  Hamp- 
shire. He  afterwards  removed  to  Canada  and  died  in  that 
country  at  Three  Rivers,  January  28,  1840.  He  visited  his 
relat'ves  in  Stratford  several  times,  and  is  said  to  have  been 
an  intelligent,  fine  appearing  person.  He  had  an  only  son, 
who  went  to  England  and  became  a  member  of  Parliament, 
and  a  daughter,  who  became  iMother  Superior  in  a  convent  at 
Three  Rivers. 

Fay er weather. — The  husband  of  Abigail  (Curtis)  Fay- 
erweather  lived  at  Long  Hill,  on  the  Newtown  road,  about 
four  miles  north  of  Bridgeport.  He  was  killed  in  the  French 
war  about  1760,  on  or  near  Lake  Champlain.  The  family 
afterwards  removed  to  the  northwestern  part  of  the  present 
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town  of  Easton,  known  as  the  Blanket  Meadow  District.  The 
mind  of  the  widow  was  greatly  unsettled,  which  impaired  her 
usefulness,  but  she  lived  to  a  great  age.    Her  children  were: 

b.  in  1761  ;  d.  in  184S, 


1.  Joseph. + 

2.  Zalmon.+ 


3.  Samuel 
aged  87 


1.  Joseph        If  er  weather  J  son  of 


and  Abigail 


(Curtis)  Fayerweather,  married  Rachel  Beers  in  March,  1789, 
and  had : 


.  Curtis,  who  married  Sally  John- 
son, and  had  John,  Julia,  William 
and  Walter. 

,  Eunice,  who  married  Eben  Sher- 
man, son  of  Ebenezer,  of  New- 
town, and  lived  in  Redding. 

.  Lucretia,  who  married  Elias  San- 
ford,  of  Sandy  Hook. 

.  Anna  ;  died  young. 

.  Ruth   Ann  ;    married  William 


Hayes,  of   Stepney  and  Sandy 

Hook, 
g.  Phebe ;  died  young. 
10.  Abigail  ;  married  David  Beach, 

of  Trumbull, 
ti.  Sally;  married  Seth  Andrews, 

of  Bethel,  Conn. 

12.  Peter,  who  married  Eliza  Green, 
and  had  John  and  a  Daughter. 

13.  Polly,  who  married  Hiram  Par- 
melee. 


2.  ZaJmon  Fa ijer weather ^  son  of 


and  Abig-ail 


(Curtis)  Fayerweather,  married  1st,  Jerusha  Adams,  Jan.  25, 
1787.  He  married  2d,  Eunice  Turney.  His  children  by  his 
first  wife  were  : 


14.  Anna,  who  married  William 
Curtis,  of  Trumbull,  and  had 
Carlos  Curtis,  of  Bridgeport,  and 
Spencer  Curtis,  of  Trumbull. 


15.  Elnathan,  who  went  West. 

16.  Ransom,  who  went  West. 

17.  Roswell,  who   married  Alonzo 
Gilbert,  of  Birmingham,  Conn. 


3.  Samuel  FayerweatJn 
(Curtis)  Fayerweather,  married 
Joseph  Burton,  ot  Long  Hill. 

18.  Lucius,  b.  Jan.  17,  1792,  and 
died  June  30,  1828.  He  mar- 
ried Amelia,  daughter  of  Aaron 
Beardsley,  Nov.  9,  1S14,  and  had 
Charles  Beardsley,  b.  Feb.  15, 
1816,  and  died  May  21,  1828  ; 
William,  b.  May  4,  1818  ;  Daniel 
Burton,  b.  Mar.  12,  1822  ;  Aaron  | 
B.,  b.  July  12,  1825,  died  July  4, 
1824.  1 


son  of    and  i\bigail 

Charity  Burton,  daughter  of 
She  was  born  April  12,  1760. 

19.  Stephen,  who  married  Almy, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Lyo  1,  of 
Easton,  and  had  Samuel,  of  Mich- 
igan, Rebecca,  Jane,  George,  Jos- 
eph, Stephen,  Eliza  and  James. 

20.  Daniel  Burton,  who  married  Na- 
omi, daughter  of  Aaron  Beards- 
ley, Dec.  22,  1819,  and  had  Mar- 
cus, who  died  young. 
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The  Old  Tort  of  1S12,  at  Bridgeport,  was  located  on 
Welles'  Tongue,  it  being  still  visible  at  the  east  end  of  the 
Seaside  Park  pavilion,  at  Bridgeport  outer  harbor.  In  its 
construction  an  embankment  was  raised  several  feet  high, 
oval  shaped,  and  about  ninety  feet  by  fifty.  Within  was  a 
magazine  and  places  tor  two  cannon.  The  testimony  of  all 
persons  who  have  been  consulted  is  that  it  was  a  fort  made 
in  1812. 

The  Scientia  Chib,  a  new  society  in  Bridgeport,  has 
for  its  general  object  the  acquirement  and  dissemination  of 
knowledge,  and  for  its  utilization  or  application  all  methods 
which  may  seem  best  to  subserve  the  interests  of  society  at 
large.  It  was,  however,  specially  organized  for  the  "Pre- 
vention of  premature  burial,  or  burial  alive,"  and  to  teach 
"  Giving,  first  aid  to  the  injured,  to  provide  for  the  training 
of  nurses,  who  shall  render  skilled  service  for  humane  reasons, 
gratuitously,  or  at  economical  rates;  to  give  instruction  in 
the  culinary  art,  household  management  and  domestic  econ- 
omy, hygiene  and  sanitary  conditions,  and  to  otherwise  seek 
to  ameliorate  and  improve  the  conditions  of  the  living."  The 
society  dates  its  e.xistence  from  August  18,  1886.  Its  organ- 
izers and  promoters  are:  T.  E.  Peck,  H.  E.  Bowser,  F. 
Hindsley,  and  others. 

T^tr  Fourth  Regunent,  C.  JV.  G.,  Headquarters  at  Bridgeport. 

List  of  the  Field  and  Staff  OfBcers,  Fourth  Regiment,  Connecticut  National 
Guard,  since  the  change  from  Eighth  Regiment,  August  i,  1S71. 

Colonel  Heusted  W.  R.  Hoyt,  Greenwich,  Aug.  21,  1871,  resigned  Marcli  24,  1S77. 
Lt.  Col.  William  E.  Seeley,  Bridgeport,  Aug.  21,  1871,  resigned  Sept.  5.  1872. 
Major  Robert  B.  Falrchild,  Bridgeport,  Aug.  21,  1871,  promoted  Lt.  Col.  Sept.  2, 
1872. 

1st  Lieut.  David  T.  Hubbell,  Adjutant,  Bethel,  Aug.  21,  1871,  rank  changed  to 

Captain  Aug.  i,  1874.    [See  below.] 
Major  James  E.  Barbour,  Surgeon,  Norwalk,  Aug.  21,  1S71,  resigned  july  15,  1876. 
isi  Lieut.  George  F.  Lewis,  Asst.  Surgeon,  Bridgeport,  Aug.  21,  1S71,  promoted 

Surgeon  Aug.  15,  1876. 
1st  Lieut.  Charles  Olmstead,  Quartermaster,  Norwalk,  Aug.  21,  1871,  resigned 

May  28,  1877. 

1st  Lieut.  Joseph  C.  Randle,  Paymaster,  Norwalk,  Aug.  21,  1871,  resigned  May 
28,  1877. 
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Captain  Seneca  Howland.  Chaplain,  Greenwich,  Aug.  21,  1S71,  reappointed  with- 
out rank  of  Captain,  May  4,  1S75.    [See  below.] 

Lt.  Col.  Robert  B.  Fairchild,  Bridgeport,  Sept.  2,  1872,  promoted  Colonel  April 
19,  1877. 

Major  George  S.  Crofut.  Bethel,  Sept.  2,  1872,  promoted  Lt.  Col.  April  19,  1877. 
Captain  David  T.  Hubbell,  Adjutant,  Bethel,  July  25,  1874,  resigned  May  13,  1S84. 
Seneca  Howland,  Cliaplain,  Greenwich,  January  2,  1S75,  resigned  May  2S,  1877. 
*Major  George  F.  Lewis.  Surgeon,  Bridgeport,  July  31,  J876. 

1st  Lieut.  Charles  P.  Uhle,  Asst.  Surgeon,  Norwalk,  July  31,  1S76,  honorably  dis- 
charged June  8,  1S77. 

*Capiain  Samuel  C.  Kingman,  L  R.  P.,  Bridgeport,  July  31,  1876. 

Colonel  Robert  B.  Fairchild,  Bridgeport,  April  6,  1877,  died  Sept.  12,  187S. 

Lt.  Col.  George  S.  Crofut,  Bethel.  April  b,  1877,  promoted  Colonel  Oct.  25,  1878. 

Major  Henry  Skinner,  West  Winsted,  April  6,  1S77,  promoted  Lt.  Col.  Oct.  25, 
1878. 

1st  Lieut.  Daniel  E.  Marsh,  Quartermaster,  Bridgeport,  May  28,  1877,  resigned 
December  6,  1 879. 

1st  Lieut.  Thomas  L.  Watson,  Paymaster,  Bridgeport,  May  28,  1877,  appointed 
A.  D.  C.  to  Brig. -Gen.  Aug.  14,  1878. 

1st.  Lieut.  William  C.  Burke,  Jr.,  Asst.  Surgeon,  So.  Norwalk,  ^L-ly  28,  1877,  re- 
signed May  i5,  18S4. 

George  A.  Parkington,  Chaplain,  New  Haven,  Maj'  28,  1S77,  died  Feb.  11,  1881. 

Colonel  George  S.  Crofut,  Bethel,  Oct.  12,  1878,  died  April  i,  1884. 

*Lt.  Col.  Henry  Skinner,  Winsted,  Oct.  12,  1S78. 

*ist  Lieut.  George  S.  Rowe,  Paymaster,  Winsted,  Nov.  2.  1878. 

Major  Charles  E.  Doty,  Norwalk,  Jan.  8,  1S79,  resigned  July  28,  1880. 

1st  Lieut.  Henry  N.  Fanton,  Quartermaster,  Danbury,  Feb.  15,  1880,  resigned 
May  16,  1SS4. 

*Major  James  C.  Crowe,  So.  Norwalk,  Aug.  18,  1880. 

Samuel  Scoville,  Chaplain,  Stamford,  March  ig,  1881,  resigned  May  16,  1884. 
ist  Lieut.  Sherman  H.  Hubbard,  Signal  Officer,  Bridgeport,  June  7,  18S3,  resigned 
July  26,  1SS3. 

1st  Lieut.  David  F.  Read,  Signal  Officer,  Bridgeport,  Aug.  i,  1883,  resigned  Feb. 
12,  1885. 

•Colonel  Thomas  L.  Watson.  Bridgeport,  April  23,  1S84. 

Captain  Tracy  B.  Warren,  Adjutant,  Bridgeport,  ALay  16,  1884,  appointed  Col.  and 

A.  D.  C.  on  StafFof  Gov.  Harrison. 
*ist  Lieut.  Howard  G.  Hubbell,  Quartermaster,  Bridgeport,  May  16,  1884. 
♦Robert  G.  S.  McNeille,  Chaplain,  Bridgeport,  May  30,  1884. 
*Captain  Louis  N.  VanKeuren,  Adjutant,  Bridgeport,  January  10.  1SS5. 
*ist  Lieut.  William  W.  Starr,  Jr.,  Signal  Officer,  Bridgeport,  March  4.  1885. 
*ist  Lieut.  Charles  S.  Murray,  Asst.  Surgeon,  Norwalk,  August  16,  18S5. 


*  In  service  September  20,  1886. 
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Aiken,  Wm.  A  395  | 

Aitengeltinger.  Antone433  ■ 

Aldrich,  H.  W  ._  479  : 

Alexander,  W.  F   479 

Allen.  E.  n   479 

Allen,  Ebenezer   SS 

Allen,  Justin   46S  I 

Allen  Nehemiah 

sketch  go 

Allis,  Williain   179 

Allstreet,  Frederick  _  -  479 

Almy,  S.  P  _  483^ 

Alvord,  J.  D.  216,374,375. 

390  1 

Alvord,  W.  I   295  \ 

Ambler,  F.  P   362 

Ambler.  R.  C   486  I 

American  Hand  Sew- 
ing Machine  Co   274: 

Ames,  Adelbert  396 

Anderson,  C.  F   478 

Anderson.  J   315! 

Andress.  A.  C.      ...  2S0  ' 

Andrews,  Ali  389  ; 

Andrews,  C.  H  479 

Andrews,  J.  M   478 

Angevine,  J.  H.  483 

Angevine.  Lewis   49 

Anson,  William  198  i 

Armstrong  Mfg.  Co.  .  297  j 
Arnald,  A.  C  483  ' 


Arnald,  Jacob 

483 

Arnold,  Thomas 

347 

Ashcroft  MfiT.  Co  

287 

Ashlv,  Mr  

423 

Alherton,  B.  ^L 

479 

Atherton,  Jesse 

479 

Atlantic  House 

354 

At  water,  Caleb 

134 

A  (water,  E.  A. 

479 

Atwater,  H...290,  329 

340 

.Atw.-iter.  L.  H.,  Rev.. 

i36 

Austin  Beihia 

26 

Austin,  John  P.. 

.16S,  176 

Aumack.  W.  C  

483 

Averill,  C.  K.  ... 

233.  324. 

338,  340 

Ayres,  E.  B. 

479 

Babcock.  G.  W.  . 

483 

Babcock,  lob 

146 

Babcock,  Mercy 

52 

Bacon,  Geo.  W._ 

216,  327, 

375. 

390 

Bachelder,  C.  T.. 

478 

Batchelder,  G.  H. 

479 

Batchelder,  H.  E 

479 

Bachelor,  lohn  . 

261 

Backus,  Jos. .123 

326, 

480 

Backus.  0.  P 

486 

Backus.  Simon 

168 

Bailev,  Chas  

478 

H.iilev,  I.  A  

-  375. 

479 

B.iilev,  5,  G. 

478 

Baillie,  \V.  E 

2S7 

Baker.  B  

238 

Baker,  Fred.  

238 

Baker,  Jonathan 

30 

Baker,  L.  H 

324 

Baker,  R.  C  

483 

Baker.  T.  D  

29S 

Baker's  Pond 

124 

Baldwin,  Ashbel 

-134.  159 

479 

Baldwin,  D.  M.._ 

280 

Baldwin,  Eli  

92 

Baldwin,  F.  E. 

486 

Baldwin,  Josiah  B. 

176. 

179,  180,  183 

Baldwin,  Lvman 

92 

Baldwin,  .NIary 

200 

Baldwin  S.  \V._.. 

314,  329. 

339.  340,  344. 

345. 

365, 

371,  375 


Baldwin,  Nathan   179 

Baldwin,  S.  D   470 

Baldwin,  Sainuel  ....  401 

Baldwin,  Sarah  L.   183 

Balloon  Ascension   355 

fSallou,  Eliza   359 

Ballou,  Elmina   359 

Ballou,  Hosea  359,  362 

Ballou,  Moses   362 

Bancroft,  L.  W.,  Rev.  1S9 

Bangs,  Heman  S3,  igg 

Bangs,  Leimiel   84 

sketch  __  83 

Bangs,  Natlian  S3,  rgS 

Bank,  The  Bridgeport  133 
Bank,  B'pt.  City  (City 

Nat.)    342 

Bank,  B'pt.  Savings  .  341 
Bank    Building,  The 

United    143 

Bank,  Citv  Savings  ..  337 

Bank,  Coniiecticut.  . .  344 

Ban k.  Farmer's   340 

Bank,  First  Nat   34c 

Bank,  Mechanic's  and 

Farmer's   345 

Bank,  Officers  of  the 

Bridgeport    336 

Bank,  People's  Savings  338 

Bank,  Pequonnock  ._  340 

Bank,  Southport  Nat.  344 

Bank,  Barzila   470 

Banks,  Bradley  ..475,  483 

Banks,  Edwin  303,  338,  347 

Banks,  Geo.  W.   372 

Banks,  H.  N  _  479 

B.inks.  J.  F   250 

Banks.  Joseph  76,  7S 

Banks,       0   468 

Banks,  N.  P    271 

Banks,  Mrs.  S.  S   404 

Banks,  S.  T._   3;4 

Baram,  E.  T   291 

Barber,  A.  E   4S5 

Barber,  A.  M  274.  275 

Bardsle,  Daniel  ..  ..  9 

Bardsley,  William   200 

Barlow,  David   53 

Barlow,  Francis   397 

Barnes,  A.  S.. .   178 

Barnes,  J.  A.  J   372 

Barnes,  Mary  C   178 
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Barnes,  Thaddeus  243 

Barnett.  Eli  19S 

Barnett.  W.  E  ._  326 

Barnum,  Carrie  C   363 

Barnuni.  Helen  A  2S9 

Barnum,  Henry  363 

Barnum,  J.  B   256 

Barnum.  Joseph  C.  36 
Barnum.  P.  F.  2S9,  310,  341 
Barnum.  P.  T.-.35,  44,  S6, 

214,  221,  226.  314,  325, 

327.  331.  333.  341.  355. 

371.  373.  374.  3S9.  390. 

394,  449.  sketch  377.  his 

show  375 

Barnum,  Rachel   32 

Barnum.  S.  B   479 

Barnum,  Wm.  H   233 

Barns.  Amos-  261,  262 

Barrv,  W.  H  322 

Barsley,  William   9 

Bartholomew, T.  L.  342.  4S3 

Bartlet,  H.  C.  322 

Bartlett,  H   199 

Barilett,  J.  F.  469.  470.  47S 

Bartlett,  James  364 

Banleti,  Louisa  169 

Bartlett,  Lucy  364 

Bartlett.  Sarah  K   364 

Bartley,  T.  J...  483 

Barton.  John   468 

Bartram,  A.  E.  483 

Bartram,  Ebenezer  164 

Bartram,  Eulilia   164 

Bartram,  F.  A.  340 

Bartram,  Frank  N.  ._  137 

Bartram,  Ira  468  ; 

Bartram,  T.  B  336 

Bartram,  Tiiomas   169 

Bartram,  Thomas  B.  _  137 

Battram.  W'm   470 

Bassett,  Agur  201 

Bassett,  Freeman  C._  174 

Bassett,  R.  M..   235 

Battell,  William   134  . 

Baxter,  Walter  478 

Bayles,  J.  C.   478 

Bayles,  W.  L.  ...  ...  321 

Baylies,  Josiah   337 

Beach,  Agur   45 

Beach,  Anna   83 

Beach.  David  468 

Beach,  Elihu  .  341 

Beach,  Everett   45 

Beach,  G.  W   235 

sketch  _  236 

Beach,  Isaac  E  73,  169, 

'77.  467 

Beach,  James  E  31,  43. 

128,  I2g,  131,  133.  169, 
175,  176,  485,  sketch    50  , 

Beach,  James  W   434  | 


I  Beach,  John  H   50 

Beach,  Lazarus  31,  58,  356 

Beach,  S  ._  198 

Beach,  S.  Y..  _  236 

Beach,  Samuel  176,  4S5 

Beach,  Sheldon  468 

Beach,  Starr.   341 

Beck,  J.  H   -  478 

Beck,  John    478 

;  Beck,  Maria  M  _  44S 

Beck.  Paul   44S 

Becker.  John   4S6 

Becker,  Lanibart  4S0 

Beckwiih,  George  333 

Beardsley,  A.  J.  331 

Beardsley,  Aaron  T..  i8S 
Beardsle}-,  Abigail. 13.  53, 
63,  169 

Beardsley,  Alanson..  469 

Beard>lev,  Alon/o   37 

Beardsley,  Andrew 

sketch  .   52 

Beardsle)-,  Anson  i68,  467 

Beardsley,  Betsey  336 

Beardsley,  B.  B...207,  400 
Beardsley,  C.  H.  .344,  437 
Beardile)',  Christopher  469 

Beardsley,  Daniel   38 

Beardsley,  David   38 

Beardslej-,  E.  H.  .335,  336 
Beardsley,  Ebenezer  .  38 
Beardsley,  H.  N...37,  331 

Beardsley,  J.  B.  483  ' 

Beardsley,  I.  F   480 

Beardslee,  Jahez   78, 

Beardsley,  JeremiahW.  230 
Beardsley,  John  ..6,  9,  10. 

12,  38.  76,  158,  200,  362 
Beardsley,  J.W.  52.91,  200. 

335.  391.'  467.  468,  469 

sketch  336 

Beardsley,  L.  J.  -.372,  454 
Beardsley,  Maria  (Burr)  437 

Beardsley,  Mary   13 

Beardsley,  Miles   342 

Beardsley,  Nathan _. .  38 
Beatdsley,  Nichols  ..  169 

Beardsley,  O.  L  467 

Beardsley,  Obadiah..  38 
Beardsley,  Oliver  454 
Beardsley,  M.  B. .217.219. 

326,  486 

Beardsley,  S.  B..189.  330. 

443,  486,  sketch  437 
Beardsley,  Samuel  6,9,  13, 
60,  84,  157,  158 
Beardsley,  William  38,  336 
Beardsley,  Wilson  469.  470 
Beebe,  James,  Rev...  45 

Bebee,  L.  J   479 

Beebe,  W,  B   486 

Beebe,  William  470, 


Beecher,  H.  C  479 

Beecher.Thos.  K.,  Rev.  228 
Beers,  A.  B.  1S9,  226,  227, 
325,  445,  471,  472,  474, 
476.  477.  478,  483.  486 

sketch   237 

Beers,  A.  S  _  237 

Beers,  C.  E  478.  483 

Beers,  C.  W  213.  237* 

Beers,  Edgar  479 

Beers,  G.  L   485 

Beers.  H.  C   479 

Beers.  J.  S   189.  372 

Beers,  [onathan  237 

Beers,  L.  J  237 

Beers,  Lathrop  4S3 

Beers,  O.  R   478 

Beers.  P.  M   478 

Beers,  R.  S..471,  472,  476, 
478 

Beers.  Wheeler   470 

Belding,  Hczekiah  134 

Belding,  W.  A.,  Rev._  204 

Bell,  ^iahala   457 

Bend,  Alexander   483 

Benedict,  Piatt   170 

Benedict, Thaddeus  30,  486 
Benedict,  William  _..  168 

Benham,  F.  N.  ..  336 

Benham,  F.  W   342 

Benham,  Frank  N.  136,  137 

Benham,  W.  N  _  480 

Benjamin.  A sa  122, 123,308 
Benjamin,  Barzillai  ..  168 

Benjamin,  Geo.  M  469 

Benjamin,  Pliilip  336 

Bennett,  Ann   26 

Bennett,  Anson   Si 

Bennett,  Benj.'imin  203 

Bennett,  Charles   345 

Bennett.  H.  N  485 

Bennett,  Isaac   38 

Bennett,  J.  E   479 

Bennett,  J.  W   479 

Bennett,  Jas.  12,  13.  15,  38. 

76 

Bennett.  John  _  9 

Bennett,  Joseph-.  8,9 

Bennett,  Mar\- _  _  13 

Bennett,  Richard  ....  479 

Bennett,  Stephen   38 

Bennett,  Thaddeus. 55,  62 

sketch    49 

Bennett,  Thomas -. ..  9 
f?enneit,  Wm...38,  81,  175 

Benson,  Capt   387 

Berdan,  Colonel   162 

Hergh,  .Mr..   435 

Berkshire  .Mills   67 

Berkshire  Pond  .....  144 

Besse,  L.  W   374 

Bessick,  E.  C...  374 


Index. 
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Besiick.Wm   479 

Bethesda  Ch.ipeL207,  20S 

Betts,  Ccle\-  E   169 

Beits,  G.  E.-4-3,  474,  477, 

Betts,  James   169 

Bidmead,  Joseph   346 

Biebel,  Henry   47S 

Bierce,  Peter   233 

Bill,  C.  H  485 

Bini.  Signer  442 

Birdsell,  Theo  -  479 

Birdsey,  Ezekiel  342 

Birdsev,  G.  K  338,372 

'  BkdseV,  I.  W   279 

Birdsey  &  Morgan  343 

Birmingham.  James..  479 

^  Birney,  Gen'i   30S 

Bishop,  Alfred  i3l,  232, 

234,  236,  238,  399,  425. 

428,  sketch  233 

Bishop,  C.  K  372 

Bishop,  E.  F.  193,  371.399, 
400 

Bishop,  H.  A.  325,  327,  344, 
345 

Bishop,  James  P   208 

Bishop,  Mary  (Ferris)  399 

Bishop,  P.  R.  468,  469 

Bishop,  Robert   9 

Bishop.  Sidney  4S5 

Bishop,  Susannah    233 

Bishop,  Wm   233 

Bishop,  W.  D  226,  227, 

233,  235,  239,  323,  327, 
3^4.  345.  3S7.  399.  436 

sketch   236 

Bishop,  Mrs.  W.  D...  457 

Bishop,  VV.  F._   245 

Bissell,  Clark  432 

Bissell,  Governor   353 

Bissell,  Lewis   4S0 

Bissell,  W.  H  257 

Bissett,  R.  D  260 

Bissett,  W.  H   405 

Black,  /dexander   169 

Black,  Dr   419 

Black,  P.  J   213 

Black,  W.  T   241 

Biack,  William   194 

Blackman,  Beard   467 

Blacknian,  Hannah..  200 

Blake,  Edwin  G  202  ! 

Blake,  H.  T.  402,  486  j 

Blake,  Halpin   467  ! 

Blake,  Harpin  200,  468  i 

Blake,  John  F  189 

Blake,  M ichael   479  1 

Blake,  Reuben  1.72,4731 

Blake,  S.  S..-226,  326,  486  j 

Blake,  Wm.    .   468 

Blake,  W.  M   479  i 

65 


Blakeman,  Bard  46S 

Blakeman,  C.  W   247 

Blakeman,  E.  C   4S3 

Blakeman,  E.  P   479 

Blakeman.  J.  H  483 

Blakeman,  Samuel   67 

sketch  - .  70 

Blakeslee,  Cornelius-  281 

Blakeslee,  Deacon  365 

Blakeslee,  Joel   183 

Blatchford,  Henry  166 

Blatchford,  John  169,  172, 

175,251,430,  sketch  173 

Blatchford.  .Mary   166 

Blatchford,  Sam'l.  Rev.  60, 

173.175.366,  sketch  166 

Blinn,  G.  F   478 

Blinn,  S.  E  471,  478 

Blinn,  Silvester  ...  J.S3 

Blish,  H.  H   478 

Bliss.  Ira   467 

Blodget,  Henry  480 

Bloom,  T-  C   301 

Blush,  \V.  C   4S3 

Board  of  Trade   374 

Boardman,  Dan'l.  Rev.  141 
Boardman,  David  3.  .  141 
Boardman,  El ijah  ...  .  133 

sketch   141 

Boardman,  Jerusha..  F41 
Boardman.  Will iam . .  142 
Bobolin,  Gustave,  Rev.  203 

Bodine.  A.  S   483 

Bogardus,  C   322 

Boiler  Works  37,  347 

Boland,  F.  W   357 

Boll,  E.  C   362 

Bonaparte,  Louis   152 

Bonne,  G.  D  478 

Booth,  Abel   246 

Booth,  Abigail   87 

Booth.  Ch.irles  M   18S 

Booth,  D.  B.   342 

Booth,  D.  C   467 

Booth,  Eben,  sketch.  92 
Booth.  F.  A. .474,  475,  47S 

Booth,  Henry   470 

Booth,  James  87 

Booth.  [0S..25,  38,  62.  175 

Booth.  L.  B   333 

Booth.  L.  E   479 

Booth,  Mary  A   246 

Booth,  N.  B  467 

Booth,  R.  C  -.  .  372 

Booth,  Reuben         ._  437 

Booth.  Robert  C   1S9 

Booth,  S.  B   326 

Booth,  S.  C  -325,  337 

Booth,  S.  S  339.  340 

Booth,  Svlvina   200 

Booth,  W.  E...    470 

Borough  of  B'dgp'i  121,123 


Borroughs,  Isaac  307 

Borroughs,  Nelson  ..  468 
Borroughs,  Stephens.  425 

Borstleman,  Jacob  331 

Boston  Coasting  .126,  128 
Bostwick,  Benj...307,  310 
Bosiwick,  Chas..i3i,  188, 
I     189.  307.  310,  325,  487 
I  Bostwick.  W.  B.  &  Co.  291 

!  Botsford.  Cyrus   169 

i  Botsford,  E.  N   478 

j  Botslord,  Geo.  E   374 

i  Botsford.  Moss.  K.  34 

Botsford  W.  H  478 

;  Bottome,  Frank  202 

Boudren.  Thos...353.  472, 

I  475.476.477.483 

I  Boughton,  J.  A  486 

I  Boughton,  J.  B  479 

I  Bounds,  James  331 

!  Bouton.  Nathaniel 

I        sketch   400 

!  Bowen,  Wm.  S   185 

Bowers,  W.  C  486 

;  Bowman,  F.  C.  478 

Bowman.  Sam'l,  Rev.  190 

Bowman.  W.  H   471 

Bowser.  H.  E   331 

Boyd,  Jolin   198 

i  Bozworih,  James  473,  478 

:  Bozworlh,  Janier  472 

j  Bradley,  Anson   203 

Bradley,  F.  B.  2S6 

;  Bradley,  Jesse  470 

Bradley,  L.  &  Co   356 

Bradlev,  Philip   79 

;  Bradley,  S.  T   480 

Bradley,  T.  F   478 

'  Bradshaw,  J.  A  263 

:  Brady.  A.  G  478 

,  Brady,  Major   397 

Bramah.  ^Ir  418,  419 

Brass  Co  2S2 

'  Bray,  F.  L.-   321 

;  Bray,  ilarry   468 

Bray,  Judson   i6g 

Brazalgette,  Mr   419 

Brecklenberg.Micnael  480 

Brennan,  A   27 

Brewer.    203 

Bridge,  Benjamin's  122,123 
Bridge,  Center  ... .  35 

.Bridge,  Ebenezer  403 

Bridge,  Lottery  .-I23.  128 

:  Bridge,  Newfield   122 

B'dgp't.  Borougliof  121,123 
Bridgeport,  City  of. . .  229 
Bridgeport,  first  sett- 
lers.  I,  2,  5,  6,  29 

Bridgeport,  first  streets  31 
Bridgep't  Pub.  Library  224 
I  Bridgep't,  its  populat.  230 
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Bridgep't,  its  territory  i,  3  ' 
Bridgep't  Whaling  Co.  145 

Briggs,  Alba  -.  362 

Briggs,  I.  G   240 

Briggs,  N.  L  -..  189 

Briggs,  M.,  Rev   1S9 

Briggs,  W.  E.  479 

Briggs,  W.  R         337,  374 

Brinsmnde,  Samuel 

sketch    53 

Brintnall.  William  134 

Brisco,  Charles  G   200 

Britain,  Elizabeth  C.  362 

Britain.  S.  B   362 

Brittain.  A.  B  _  .  234 

Broadhead,  E.  H   231 

Brocious,  L.  S.  483 

Bronson,     367 

Bronson,  Asa  |.6i,  462 

Bronsnn,  B.  F.  _   4S6 

Bronson,  H.  C.   479 

Bronson,  Isaac  134,  135 

sketch  -   137 

Brooks,  Ashbel  L.,  Rev. 

181 

Brooks,  Benj.  388,  391,  393 

Brooks,  David  134,  345 

Brooks,  John_.3o,  41,  128, 
132,  138,  147,  179.  184, 
186,  1S7,  314,  325,  337, 
400 

Brooks,  Matilda.....  401 

Brotherton,  C.  H   47S 

Brothwell,  Benjamin.  So 

sketch   83 

Brothwell.  Charles  R.  86 
Brothwell,  C.  R..-IS9.  325 
Brothwell,  Joseph. .41,  82, 
86,  sketcli  80 
Brothwell,  Joseph  F.  80. 

Si,  82 

Brothwell,  O.  H  340 

Brothwell,  Roswell.83,  S6 
Brothwell,  Thomas  So.  203 
Brothwell,  William  80 

Brower,  Oliver   479 

Brown,  David   197 

Brown,  Ebenezer_ - 53,  200 

Brown,  G.  J  292.  324 

Brown,  George   199 

Brown,  H.  R   479 

Brown,  01  ympia . .214.  363 

Brown,  Sally   200 

Brown,  T.  A   479 

Brown,  William  420 

Brown,  William  E.  103 

Brown,  W.  F  480 

Browne,  John  479 

Brownell,  Bishop   i3S 

Brownell,  R.  S   479 

Brownell,  T.  C,  Rt.  Rev. 

193 


Bruce,  Tohn    454 

Bryan,  W.  P   479 

Bryant   191 

Brunner,  Caspar,  Rev.  i88, 
219 

Brusl).  Jacob   197 

Buchler.  D.  A   39S 

Buck.  David   197  j 

Buckingham,  C.  B. 245  j 
Buckingham.  N..304.  375, 
445,  sketch  245 
Buckley  and  Austin  _  133 

Buesch',  M.  J.   486 

Buckley,  Daniel  467 

Buckly,  G.  B  479 

Bulklev,  Jonathan  316 

Bull,  E.  D   179 

Bull,  R.  W   48^ 

Bullard,  E.  P   2S1 

Bullard,  W.  H   281 

Bullock,  I.  M...  4S6 

Bunten,  Robert  479 

Burchardt,  Ulrich  476,  4S3 
Burial-Groiind,  Sirat- 

field    77 

Bunnell,  J.  S.   372 

Bunnell,  James  F  34S 

Bunnell,  R.  W   371 

Bunnell,  Thomas  F.  .  34S 
Bunnell,  W.  H...331,  171. 

486 

Bunnell,  W.  R.  49,  169,  230 

sketch-  -  34S 

JJurke,  Andrew  ..216,  345 

Burke,  J.  S   439 

Burke,  John  -474.  479 

i  Burke,  Thomas  483 

:  Burkmans.  Mary   207 

Burlock,  Thomas  234 

Burnes,  J.  H.  473 

:  Burnham,  E.  G.--301.  303, 

325.  347.  374 

Burnliam,  E.  S   375 

Burnham,  W.  E  443 

'■  Burns.  J,  H  4S3 

i  Burns,  Patrick   479 

^  Burns,  Thomas   4S0 

Burns.  Wilson   238 

;  Burr.  Aaron  .   46 

\  Burr,  Amos    57 

Burr,  David.   121 

,  Burr,  Ebenezer   4S6 

Burr,  Elijah    168 

Burr,  Esther   23 

Burr,  Henry  33S,  339 

'•  Burr,  Hep/.ibah   53 

\  Burr,  Jehu  15 

Burr,  John.. 15,  17,  18,  ig, 
I     38,  46,  58,  60,  74,  157.  158 

i  Burr,  Col.  John  3,  33 

(        sketch  73,  76 

1  Burr,  Josiah   74 


Burr,  John,  Capt.,  sketch 
76 

Burr,  Justus   53 

sketch  .-  46 

Burr,  Lewis-.   468 

Burr,  Nathaniel   23 

Burr,  Nicholas   88 

Burr,  Ozias  74,  Sg 

Burr,  Poll"-   73 

Burr,  Rufus    52 

Burr,  Samuel  -30.  16S,  478 

Burr.  Sarah  .   15 

Burr.  Thaddeus   163 

Bu rr,  Theodore  470 

Burr.  W.  H  4S3 

Burr,  William .  -  58,  74 

Burr,  Mrs  William..  I7g 
Burrall,  W.  P..  ..  233,  234, 
238,  325,  330 

Burritt,  Charles  64,  72 

Bu  rr  itt,  Elihu   72 

Burriit,  Elijah. .54,  65,  76, 
8g,  91,  130 
Burritt,  H.  L,  W.-47g,  485 

Burritt,  John   38 

Burritt,  L.  W.  ...  340 

Burriit,  Philena   73 

Burritt,  R.  N.  469 

Burritt,  Sarah   200 

Burriit,  Stephen   71 

Burroughs,  Edward..  20, 
62.  75,  179 
Burrougl'.s,  George  .  .  135. 

137,  sketch  136 
Burroughs'  Grist  Mill  65 
Burroughs,  Isaac  .31,  388, 
392.  sketch  155 
Burroughs,  Stephen.  29. 

38,  127,  132,  134.  155,  168 
sketch,  64  ;  store.  126 

Burroughs.  \V.  P   483 

Burton,  .Alice   72 

Burton,  F.  P   479 

Burton,  Hamilton  454 

Burton,  lames   478 

Burton,  John..   479 

Burying-Ground,  Strat- 

tield  ,   43 

Burying. Place,  Strat- 

field  ..93-120 

Bushnell,  George  ..  374 

Bushnell,  S    19S 

Business  Firms,  sketch 

125 

Buss,  A.  P  --  483 

Butler,  C.  R...  (57 

Butler,  Frederick   479 

Butterworth,  William  479 

Button  Works   301 

Byers,  Robert  -.  479 

Cable,  A.  J   189 

Cables,  Ann   200 
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35f 
357 


Cable,  Eliza   200  ; 

Cable,  Samuel  38,  74 

sketch   hi 

Caesar,  Julius   126 

Caflrey,  James   478 

Cahill,  James  472,  4S0  , 

Calef,  Thomas  166,  365  . 

Caihoun,  Mr   42S  , 

Calhoun,  C.  M  439  \ 

Cal houn,  E.  S   439 

Calhoun,  J.  C  437 

Calhoun,  Julia  E   439  ^ 

Calhoun,  Louisa  C  439 

Calhoun,  Mamie  S.  439 
Calhoun,  P.  C.  ..253,254,1 
255.  325,  326,  330,  337,  I 

338,  339.  344.  345.  3S7 

sketch  .252.  437  I 

Callahan,  T.  P.  ..473.  476,  1 
4S0 

Callahan,  William  480' 

Callender.  F.  F   4S0  | 

Callon,  John   4S0  ; 

Caltlirop,  S.  R.  372  1 

Campan.i,  G.  A.   480  1 

Cnmpbell.  James   197 

Candee,  Almira  C. 

(Duiton)  357 

Candee,  Benjamin  

Candee,  Haliie  K  

Candee.  Isaic  197.  198 

Candee,  Job   357 

Candee,  John  D  ,  sketch 
357  ;  226,  227.  331.  356,  j 
3fjo  I 

Candill.  David  P   203 

Caner  Rev.  Mr. ..156,  157  ' 

Canfield.  C.   303  | 

Canfield,  C.  S.  -   48^ 

Canfield,  F.  M  486 

Canfield.  H.  O   2S0 

Canfield,  Ransom  C  146, 
179 

Canfield  Rubber  Co._  2S0 

Canfield.  S.  O.   357 

Canfield,  W.  E  480 

Cannon,  Arnou t- .  315 
Cannon,  John  S...30,  128, 

134.  135.  137.  139.  242 

sketch   138 

Capper,  H.  M.  472.  480 

Carey,  Hannah  M   466 

Carey,  Michael  4S0 

Carley,  Patrick   480 

Carley,  R.  W.  480 

Carlos,  Curtis.  . .  33*3  ! 

Caroli,  J.  S  -473.  483 

Carroll,  Thomas        .  4S0 

Carpenter,  Charles  W.  199 

Carpenter,  F.  H   478  ' 

Carpenter,  G.  C  .473,  480  , 
Carpenter,  G.  H  4S0  : 


Carpet  Manufacturing  2S8 

Carr,  Dabner   371 

Carriage  ^lanf'g, . 246-248 

Carrier,  A.  J  4S0 

Carrier,  Alpha  467 

Carroll,  James  M.  202 

Carroll,  Thomas  4S0 

Cart  Co   301 

Cassady  H.  .  255 

Casa-el I,  A lanson   169 

Cate,  S.  M.   374 

Cate,  S.  T   374 

Cat'in,  L.  S.-2S3,  345,  47S, 
483 

Caughlin,  Patrick  226 

Cavanaugb,  J.  J..   483 

Cemetery,  Mt.  Grove.  44 

Cemeteries    373 

Chaffee,  H.  R  478,  4S3 

Chaffee,  S.  J  -477.  483  j 

Chamberlain,  J.  C  325  ] 

Chapel,  Colorado  ."^t..  210  1 
Chaplain  Manf'g  Co..  295  i 

Chapin.J.N   263  i 

Chapman.  R.  P. ..371,  405  j 

Chase.  W.  K   290  i 

Ch.Ttheld    37 

Chatfield,  Divine  468 

Ch.iifield,  G.  A  480  | 

Chatfield,  H.  W   372  j 

Chatfield.  J.  E  __  468 

Chamberlain,  Oscar. .  372' 
Chamberlain,  H.  B...  478  i 

Chamberlain,  J.  C  4S6 

Chauncey,  Charles,  Rev.  ! 
7,  8,  13,  14.  21,  41,  48,  77, 
79,  175,  sketch  15 
Chaunce)-,  Israel  15,38,48 

Chauncey,  Robert   38 

Channce}-,  Wolcoit  . .  315 

Cheney.  Laban  C   199 

Chervenhill,  Henrv  321 
Chittenden.  Frederick  486 

Chronicle   356 

Chubb,  Mr  416 

Churches  : — 

Advent  Christian..  204 

First  Baptist   210 

Baptist,  Washington 

Ave   213 

Baptist  of  Siraifield  84 

of  Christ.  13,  204 

history    18S 

Colorado  Street  210 

First  Cong.   125 

fl istor)'  of   1&3 

Removal  to  Brpt.  167 
Pew  Holders. 168,  169 
List  of  Deacons  .  175 
Memorial  Windows 

"75 
176, 


Silver  Service 


first  organized   10 

First  Presbyterian, 

History   183 

German  Catholic  __  207 
German    Reformed  187 

Hebrew    204 

Lane   157 

^L  E.  .African   203 

M.  E.  First   194 

^L  E.  German  203 

M.  E.  Tabernacle  _ .  202 
M.  E.  Washington 

Park   202 

of  the  Nativity   193 

Olivet    209 

Park  Street  207 

Presb.  List  of  Elders  1S7 

Sacred  Heart  205 

Second  Cong.  Hist.  179 
Siillwell  .Methodist  203 
Trinity  Memorial..  192 

Trinity,  History  192 

St.  Augustine's   204 

St.  John's  125,  366 

History    156 

St.  .NLTr\'s  .  ..  205 

St.  Paul's  213 

Universalist . . .  214,362 
Cil)-  of  Bridgeport  .i,  229, 
332 

Claflin.  H.  B.  435 

Clancev,  R.  A  474,  475, 

483 

Cl.ipp.  Mrs.  "A.  L.  323 

Clapp,  S.  S  1S9,  325 

Clark,  A.  H  480 

Clark,  Allen,  Rev  209 

Clark,  E.  F  --475,  480 

CI. irk,  11.  L.   330 

Clark,  J.  B  47S 

Clark,  J.  E  480 

Clark.  J.  G  483 

Clark,  Labaii  198,  199 

("lark.  L.  W  189,  342 

Clark,        Rev   214 

Clark,  Mary  459 

Clark,  R.  f-.tSg,  325,  337, 
338,  342,  374,  375 
Clarke,  Sylvester,  Kev.  192 

Clarke,  f  M   356 

Clark,  Treat  .  45  ^ 

Clark,  W.  W   202 

Class.  Gustave  480 

Clifford,  J.  A.   467 

Clifford,  Daniel  ...89,  485 

Clinton,  DeWitt   26 

Club,  Seaside  _  _  373 

Coach  Lace  Co   .  304 

Coats,  T.  C   472,  483 

Coe,  C.  P.   32 

Cue,  J.  N.   480 

Cogan,  John   480 


History  of  Bridgeport. 


Cogswell,  J.  H  4S0 

Cogswell,  (ohn  179,372 

Cogswell,  R.  B.  325 

Coit,  G.  S.  Rev.  ..193.  213 

sketch   162 

Coke,  Dr  194 

Colbey.  T.  R  4S0 

Colburn,  P.  D  4/3 

Cole,  E.  H   301 

Cole,  H.  P.   -  4S6 

Cole,  \V.  W   386 

Coleman,  Clias.  Rev..  2r3 
Coleman.  James. .197.  19S 
Coleman,  Lemuel  169,250, 

341.  345.  3S7.  438 

Colgan,  Jolin  H   2ig 

Colley,  W.  E  371,  372 

Collins,  J.  H   4S6 

Collins,  Sheldon  241 

Collins,  William  F...  200 

Comb  Making   34 

Comley,  W.  H.  436 

Commander,  J.  V   471 

Commander,  S.  V.  471,  476 

Commet,  J.  P   4S0 

Company,  Canfield 

Rubber     200 

Company,  Thomson, 

Langdon  279 

Comstock,  Charles  321 

Comstock,  Daniel   38 

Comstock.  M.  E.  .475,  480 

Concord,  ^Iartin   319 

Confession  of  Faith..  15 
Conger,  Mrs.  C.  M...  321 

Conger,  S.  L.  321 

Conklin,  Isaac  M.  i6g,  463 

Conley,  J.  W  4S0 

Conley,  John   480 

Connor,  Thomas   372 

Conley,  \V.  M.   400 

Conneliey,  William-.  480 

Conrad,  Philip   342 

Convent  205,  206 

Cniiway,  Michael  480 

Cook,  Cornelius,  Rev.  195 

Cook,  George  F  483 

Cooke,  Samuel  _  16,  iS,  38, 

47,  49.  57.  75.  84,  163 

sketch   20 

Cooke,  Thomas   52 

Cooley.  C.  W  _  480 

Cooley,  G.  S.  _  480 

Cooley,  H.  K   480 

Coon,  Marcus  478 

Cooney,  J.  H  486 

Cooper,  J.  E   386 

Cooperage  _   34 

Copeland  J.  C.  -.477,  4S3 

Copper  Comp.iny   304 

Corinthian  Lodge  318 

Cornell,  J.  G.  473,  480 


Corning,  W.  0   350 

Cornwall,  Eliza  405 

Cornwall,  John   330 

Cornwall  and  Patterson 
^L^nufactLlring  Co. .  292 

Corset  Manfg  274-2S0 

Cotlrell,  Mrs.  Electra  321 
Couch,  Abraham .469,  470 
Couch.  Ansil  H..346,  473. 

474.  4S3 

Couch,  G.  H.  - .  -   4S3  ' 

Couch,  William   325 

Couch  and  Wisner  298,  346 
Coulter  and  McKenzie 

Machine  Company.  295 
Courier,  Connecticut.  356 
Courtright,  August..  480 

Coventry,  J.  C  480' 

Cow  Hill  -  60 

Cowan,  T.  H   4S0  ' 

Cowd,  Henry  219  ' 

Cowles,  D.  H  472,  478  '■' 

Cowles,  Elijah   134 

Cowles,  G.  R  240  ' 

Cowles,  H.  L  471,  47S  ' 

Cowles,  Martin  ..  2S8  ' 

Cowles,  Solomon          I34  ■ 

Cowles,  Zenas  _.  134; 

Cowper,  Prof.   419  ; 

Cox,  F.  N   ..472,  478  ' 

j  Cragin,  W.  B...  439 

Crampton,  H.  L  478 

Crane,  Elijah  _    3S  ! 

Crane  and  Hurd  .  330  1 

Crane,  Theodore  F...  227 

Crawford,  George  468 

Crawford ,  Joseph   197 

Crawford,  Morris.   469 

Crawford,  R.  R  372  ' 

Cremin,  Dennis  J.  Rev, 

205  , 

Crocker,  Charles  467 

Crocker,  Edward  470 

Crofutt,  George  S.  47S  ' 

Crofutt,  Henry  476,  483  , 

Crofut,  J.  A   296  I 

Crofutt,  T.  A   4S3 

Crosby,  Heman  .  372 

Crosby,  J.  F.-257,  259,  326 

Crosby,  N.  P  238,  405  ; 

Cross,  1 .  A   480  ; 

Cross,  E.  J  4S0  1 

Grossman,  J.  P  483 

Crowley,  Edward  238  : 

Crowther,  T.  W   4S0 

Cruttenden,  T.  R.  374 

Crystal  Fount  Temple  322 

Cullen,  James  480  t 

Cul len,  Patrick   206 

Cummeford,  Lawrence  480  1 
Gumming,  J.  R...471,  478,  1 
485  I 


Cu 
Cu 
Cu 
Cu 
Cu 
Cu 
Cu 

Cu 
Cu 
Cu 
Cu 
Cu 
Cu 
Cu 
Cu 
Cu 
Cu 
Cu 
Cu 
Cu 
Cu 
Cu 
Cu 
Cu 
Cu 
Cu 
Cu 
Cu 
Cu 
Cu 
Cu 
Cu 
Cu 
Cu 
Cu 
Cu 
Cu 
Cu 
Cu 
Cu 
Cu 


ley,  Michael  

ran,  John  

ry,  J.  W  

tis,  Alvin  

lis,  Anna  (Peck)  . 

liss.  Burr  245, 

tis,  Carlos  137, 

345,  325, 

lis,  Daniel  

tiss,  E.  M._  

tiss,  Ebenezer  - 

tis,  Eli   .. 

tis,  Elizabeth  

tis,  Ezekiel  

tis,  F.  L  

tis,  Frederick  

tis,  H.  B  

lis,  H.  C...  

tis,  H.  J  

tiss,  H.  S   

lis,  Ira  91, 

tiss,  J.  C  329. 

tis,  John  .  -  

liss,  jonah  .  . . 

tis,  J udson  

tis,  L.  F.   

tis,  Levi.   

tis,  Lewis  91, 

tis,  Lucy  A.  

tis,  Matthew  

lis,  P.  B.  

liss,  Sally  S  

liss,  Sarah  

tis,  Sheldon  .  

tis,  Solomon. .... 

tis,  Truman  

lis.  Victory  

tis,  W.  H   

tis,  William  

tis,  Wright  

lery  Company  

ts,  H.  L 


472-. 


Daggett,  William 

Dailev,  C.  H  

Dailev,  W.  F  

Daily,  T  .- 

Daly,  John  

Daly,  W.  F   

Daniels,  C.  F  

Daniels'  Farm  

Darby,  Henry  

Darling,  Samuel .  

Dart,  Levi   

Daskam,  James  ..33; 

Davenport,  Daniel  

Davenport,  H.  A.  Rev 

sketch  -   - 

D.ivenport,  John.  .23, 
209 

Davenport.  Maiilda.. 
Davidson,  H.  H.  ... 
Davis,  A.  J.. -J  


480 
322 
4S0 
467 
454 
333 
244. 
327 
169 
478 
69 
467 

454 
133 

372 

480 
483 

339 
486 
478 
467 
483 
480 
33 
467 
89 
133 
389 
454 
79 
454 
200 
69 
259 
467 
454 
179 
4S3 
454 
372 
292 
480 
200 
480 
478 
238 
480 

471 
372 
68 
193 
464 
480 

339 
486 
i36 
1S7 
208, 
432 
432 
485 
478 
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Davis,  Marv  A. 
Davis,  R.  VV  


362 
322 


Davol,  lohn   ...  282 

Davo!,  W.  H  -.  2S2 

Dayton,  Nathaniel  4S0 

Day.  Daniel  J  223 

Day,  Guy  B..176,  324,  366, 
3S7.  393 

Day,  Jeremiah    133 

Day,  Robert  \V,  22S 

Day,  W.  H  351.  352 

Decker,  Effie  J   443 

Decker.  Gabriel   443 

Dea.  Thomas.  Rev.  ..  206 

Dean,  E.  A. .  _  4S3 

DeCreaney,  W.  T  4S0 

DeForesi,  A  -472,  4S0 

DeForest,  Benjamin.  179 
DeForest,  Ctiarles  179.  233 

DeForest,  D.ivid  30,  55, 

130 

DeForest,  DeLuzern.  31 

DeForest,  Isaac  425 

DeForest,  John  .30,  54, 130 
DeForest,  Lockwood    179  , 
DeForest,  Marcus...  34; 

DeForest,  Philo   31 

DeForest,  R.  £,-.325.  327 

DeForest.  Robert   486 

DeForest,  T.  B...137.  314, 
336,  342 

DeForest,  Thos  .-374 

DeForest,  William  126, 

127,  14 1,  168,  176,  iSo,  , 
183,  326,  425  : 

DeForest  &  Co   133 

DePuy,  C.  M..   324 

DeVVitt  Clinton  Lodge  31S 

Deets,  S.  H    480 

Deitz,  Matthew  480 

Delamater.  W.  T   486 

Deming,  Chauncey  134 

Deming.  John.   134 

Dennennev.  Owen  4S0 

Dennis.  A.  L.  235 

Deni.is,  T.  L.  480 

Dennison,  ...   134 

Dennison,  Diniel   197 

Denison,  J.  T   45; 

Dermott,  Father.  Rev.  204 

Derrick,  C.  L   483 

Derringer.  \Vm  t7;,  483 

Dewhurst,  Eli  -  329 

Dewy,  Timothy   197, 

Dex'er,  F.  B   20 

Diamond.  C.  H.  297 

Di.irnond  S.uv  Cn   286 

Dibble.  S.  J.  B   329 

Dickenson.  John    202 

Dickinson,  Jonathan  23,  24 

Dickerm.Tii,  F.  E   238 

Dietrich,  Jacob  478,  483  ' 


Dimond,  Chas  (73,  47S  ' 

Diniond,  G.  \V   48(1 

Dinsmore,  W.  B   459 

Disbrow,  W.  E..-230,  471, 

472.  473.  474.  475.  476. 

477.  47S,  4S3 

Dixon,  Thomas   174 

Doane,  Capt.  E.   179 

Doane,  Sereeani   402 

Dodge.  DeF.  B.,  Rev.  209 
Donaldson.  W.  H.  372,  4S6 

Donnelly,  J.  E   301 

Donovan,  Patrick  4S3 

Doolittle,  A.  H...189,  346, 
480 

Doran,  .Alexander  478 

Dorus.  J.  H  325 

Doten,  Bartlett  340 

Doten,  C.  A.  '525,  406 

Douglas,  W.  \V   241 

Dow,  Lorenzo,   203 

Dowd,  H.  C   480 

Dowd,  Wm.  A...   174 

Downer.  ^L  ^L  .- .  246 

Downs,  A.  B.  B..   468 

Downs,  Beise)-   200  ' 

Downs,  C.  B. .472.  473,  480 

Doivns,  E.  L.  238,  4S3 

Downs,  Edward  .  374! 

Downs.  F.  B   486  ; 

Downs,  James  i68,  469  1 

Downs,  T.  W  486 

Downs.  W.  E  -  - .  233 

Downs,  W.  H.473,  474.  4S0  ' 

Drew,  Abel  34,  37  ; 

Drew,  C.  C...  483  ^ 

Drew.  H.  B..331,  344,  345. 

374 

Drew,  Kiltie  C.   344  ! 

Drum,  J.inies  O.  Rev.  214 

Dufour.  J.  W  355 

Durable,  Joseph  R..  Rev. 

203 

Duncombe.  John   76 

Dunham,  J.  E  310,  426. 

471.  473 

Dunn,  Hugh,  483 

Dunn,  John,   480 

Dunning,  J.  B.   372 

Dunning.  \V^.  M.  .468,  469 

Duprey.  C.  .M.   292 

Durand.  Esther  .   200 

Durand.  Stephen. 200.  201 

Durbin,  Dr   202 

Durfee,  G.  E.   4S0 

Dutton,  Henry  326,486 

Dutton.  Governor  .  358 

Dwighi,  Timothy. 1 37,  169, 
234 

Dyer,  \Vm.  B.  — 179,  242. 

308,  341 

Eagan,  Patrick  480 


Fames,  .Albert  325,  331 

Fames,  ILL.    325 

Fames,  Henr\'   198 

Earl,  J.  B.   483 

East  Bridgeport  387 

Eastburn,  Bishop. .. .  178 
Eaton,  Cole  &  Burn- 

liam  Co   .  .  300 

Eaton,  James  W.,  Rev.  211 

Eaton.  L.  W    372 

Eaton.  William  59,  366 

Edd}-,  B)  ron  480 

Edwards, -Amy,.  362 

Edwards,  f?harles,  470 

Edwards,  H.  W.  4S6 

Edwards,  Henr3'-.230,  362 

Edwards.  J.  D  286 

Edwards.  J.  S  30,  31 

Edwards,  John  38,176,200 

sketch    55 

Edwards,  Jonathan..  170, 
407 

Edwards,  Joseph  S   65 

Edwards,  Lewis  B.  362 

Edwards,  Mary   200 

Edwards,  Ogden  486 

Edwards.  Pierrepont.  316, 

486.  sketch   gi 

Ed  wards,  Ruth  200 

Edwards.  Samuel 

sketch   54 

Ed  wards,  Shelton   130 

Edwards,  Thomas. .38,  53 

Edwards,  W.  S   286 

Edgerton.  Eleazer  . .  .  169 
Egbert,  Montgomery.  47S 
Egge,  Frederick. .351.  352 
Elastic  Web  Co. ..304.  346 

Elderd,  L  L   480 

Elderd.  S.  L.   319 

Eldridge,  S.  M  480 

Electric  Light  Co.  303,  347 

Elevator,  Grain   330 

Elliott,  Andrew   316 

Elliott,  Rev    316 

Elioi,  Susan.   185 

Elliot.  Willi.im  .  133 

Ellis.  Baruch.   138 

Ells,  W.  E   468 

Elm  House   355 

Ely,  S.  W   ..  189 

Emmons,  Mrs.  E.  G..  321 
Emory,  N.uhan  .  ._.  ig8 
Emory,  S.  H..  Rev.  209 
Englehardt,  Charles  .  480 
English,  Benoni..  Ig8,  201 

English,  E.  T   480 

English,  James   347 

Enos,  E.  A   .  366 

Ensign,  C.  H..  480 

Enole,  G.  ^L  480 

Evans,  Wm.  Walter..  350 
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Evans,  Wm.  W.,  Rev.  211  ' 

Evening  Post    ...  360 

Evitis.  El  izi  - . .  200 

Eu'ing,  J olin   297 

Express  Co.,  Adniiis  .  329 
Faircliild,  Deborah  __  3S 
Fairchild,  Eben_-I45,  202, 
293.  345 

Faircliild,  Eliud   256 

Fairchild.  G.  H.   342 

Fairchild.  H.  C.   iSg 

Fairchild,  ILL.....  340 

Faircliild,  Hannah   13 

Fai  rcliild.  I  aiiies  .   jS 

Faircliild,  leiinieE.--  312 
Fairchild.  Lyon  &  Co.  250 
Fairchild.  N.itlian  .  49 
Fairchild,  P.  \V.__137,  336 

Fairchild,  R.  B  -  400 

Fairchild,  R:fiiben  293 

Fairchild,  Robert_i33.  134 

Fairchild.  Siefihen   Si 

F.iirfield  Villam,-.;,  lo,  12 

Fairm.in.  A.  B  306.  310 

Faith,  ConlLSsion  ol  .  15 

Falconer,  David  470 

Falkner,  John  B.   iSg 

Fanton,  Edmund  ....  356 

Faiiioii,  H.  B   42S 

Farnaer,  The   ..  355  ' 

Fari>t,  Joel  ,303,  347,  371,  i 
374  ''\ 

Farist  Sieel  Co.  299 

Farrel,     37 

F.irrell.  Mr..   204 

Faiher  Matthew  T.  A. 

B.  Sociei)' ...   322 

Fa) erweaiher.  Abigail  38 

Fa^-er weather,  Bcnj   17, 

19.  214,  sketch  58 
Favcrweaiher.  Daniel  12S, 
i6g 

Fayerweather,  David.  345, 
467 

Fayerwcaiher,  H.iiinah  So 
Fayerwealher's  Island  59 
Fayerweathf r,  J.  F...  342] 
F.iyerweaihcr,  J.  -S.  .  179 
Fayer'.veaiher.  John  38.467 
Faj-er weather.  .N.ithan'l  59 
Fayerweather,  Sarah.  38 

Feeley.  John  .....  200 

Feeley.  Zi  I  pha   200 

Felch,  N.iihan.   197 

Fenn.  Gershoni   134 

Fennemore,  Wm.  472,  475,  , 
484, 

Fenwick,  Bishop   204 

Ferguson,  Chas.  B.  iSS.  1S9 
Ferguson,  S.  H  338,339,340 
Ferris,  D.  O.  202,  473  474. 

476,  480  ; 


Ferris,  E.  F   236 

sketch  -  399 

Ferris,  Ethan   234 

Ferris,  Mary   234 

Ferris,  Thomas   259 

Ferris,  Zachariah   14 

Ferry,  H.  L..  4S0 

Ferri-,  at  Newfield  122 

Field,  A.  B   4S4 

Finnemore,  C.  H.  480 

Fire  Commissioners.  329 

Fire  of  lS45_.  305  1 

Fire  Department  .  327 

Fisher,  Geo   272 

Fislier,  Will  4S0 

Fitch,  .Mrs.  F.  E.  367 

Filch.  lames   326 

Fitch,  Lewis   467 

Fiicii,  Thomas  348 

Fit/.ijerald.  W.  E   2S6 

Fitzijibbons,  Rich,  325,  4S4  ; 

Fiizpatrick,  John  4S0 

Fiizpatrick.  Joseph.'.  480 

Fletcher,  Benj  214.304 

FU-icher,  Charles   199 

Fletcher,  F.  S   362 

Fletcher.  Walter  372 

Flint,  H.  J  484  ; 

Flood,  John   206 

Flynn,  t'hilip   483  ; 

F(3g^,  Dr.   12,  43 

Foland,  Ida  .     354  , 

Foland,  Peter   354 

sketch  440 

Foland,  Worthin!;ti>n  354 
Follan^bee  .Machine 

Works.   295 

FolsoMi,  John   70 

Fones,  Alfred  C.  442 

Fones,  Christopher  ..  441 

Fones,  Civilian  ..  324 

sketch    441 

Fones,  Daniel  441 

Fones,  Geo   ....  442 

F(.)nes.  Grace   442 

Foote,  Chas.  31S,  325,  344, 
345.  467 

Foote,  Enocli  146.318.326, 

344.  345.  461 

Foot  &  Nicliois   133  , 

Foote,  Wm.  H  372,  380 

Ford,  D.  M    325 

Ford,  J.J  480 

Forge  Co  304  1 

Forge,  Francis   316  ; 

Fosket,  W.  H  321,  371 

Foster,  Svlvester  .  .  197 
Fowler,  Daniel  G.  ...  78 

Fowler,  y.  C   480 

Fowlc',  [ames  40S 

Fowier,  Lieut. -Col. .  .  397 
Fox,  Aaron   480  i 


Fox,  Annie  E   321 

Fox,  F.  I   487 

Fox,  F.  W   4S0 

Fox,  G.  H   4S4 

Fox,  John  4S4 

Frank,  C.  H   483 

Franklin,  Benjamin..  57 
Frawlcv.  .Michael .  325.  4S4 

Fredericks,  G.   372 

Freeman,  Edwin.  .  4S4 

Freeman,  ElTa   200 

Freeman,  Natha niel . .  462 

Freeman,  Tracy  200 

French,  A.  W   362 

French,  Asa  .  .467,  46S 

French,  B.  H  478 

French,  Benoni   63 

French,  C.  B   480 

French,  Eben  367 

French,  Ebenezer.  .38,  433 

French,  Ephraiin  467 

French.  Henry  N.  i6g 

French,  J .  b.  _ .  485 

French,  James  461,  467 

French,  ji.'hn   56 

French,  Rebecca   131 

French.  Samtiel  6,  i),  38,  63 

French,  W heeler   169 

French,  W^ni   436 

French.  Wilson  ..2bo,  478 

Fresh  Pond   53 

Friar,  Drucillia   321 

Friswell,  E.  D.  346 

Frye,  .Ann  B   253 

Frye,  Annie  360 

Frye.  .Annie  M  253 

Frye,  D.  M..253,  401,  402, 
403 

Frye.  Frederick  360 

Frye,  Frederick  253 

Frve,  Frederick  403 

sketch   401 

Frye,  James.  .401,  402,  403 

Fuller,  .Alpheus  233 

Fuller,  Richard  201 

Furriiture  Mfg. .244  to  246 

Gabler,  Peler..   484 

Gaffney,  J.  S.   372 

Galburg,  Bishop  206 

Gannon,  L.    372 

G.irtield,  James  A   359 

Gariick,  baniuel  4S6 

Garner,  Wm.  V.,  Rev.  212 
Garretson,  Freeborn  .  197 

Gas  Co   330 

Gaspin's  Point  69 

Gates,  H.  D.  &  Co...  346 

Gates,  W.  A   480 

Gav,  Mrs.  S.  P   322 

Gnylord,  E.  L   375 

Ga\lord,  Mrs.  E.  L...  323 
Gaylord,  H.  S   321 
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Gaylord,  S.  D.,  Rev...  209 

Geailey,  John  -  4S0 

Geddes.  "W.  €.472,478,434 

Geilner,  Wri)   47S 

Geisler,  Robert  480 

Gerard,  Joseph   480 

Gerdcnier,  C.  A.. 328,  329, 
330 

Cil)bs,  W.  H   4S4 

G'ddings.  V.  C.  -.331,  487 

Gilbert,  C.  E  4S0 

Gilbert,  Eli  42S 

Gilbert,  I.  W   4S4 

Gilbert,  j.  A.  347 

Gilbert,  Seidell   362 

Gilbert,  Z.  L   480 

Gilbertson.  M r   419 

Gilder,  John  L.    igg 

Giles  &  Clancey   295 

Gilnian,  Eli   45 

Gilmnrtin.  Patrick  206 

Gilmo:e.  Gen'l  397 

Gilro_v,  Andrew   4S6 

Ginand,  David  216,351 

Giraud,  Frederick  372 

Gleason.  C.  W  480 

Glenn,  Russell  _ .  472,  478, 
4S4 

Glover,  H.  B  340 

Godfrey.  C.  C.   4S6 

Gonfrey,  F.  P. .   480 

Godfrey,  Jonathan  2S7 

Goodman,  B.,  Mfg.  Co.  297 

Goodrich,  A.  R  295 

Goodrich,  Fred  ^72,  480 

Goodsell.  Burr  405 

Goodsell,  E.  B.__i92,  310, 
325,  337.  404.  405 

sketch    403 

Goodsell,  E^ra   25S 

Goodsell,  G.  \V   404 

Goodsell.  Georije  405 

Goodsell,  Henry    405 

Goodsell,  Joel   258 

Goodsell,  John  405 

Goodsell,  Perry  S   404 

Goodsell,  Samuel  405 

Goodsell.  Thomas  404.  405 
Goodsell,  Wm..32.  33,  405 
Goodsell,  Zaimon  374, 

375.  404.  405 

Goodwin,  E.  N.  478 

Goodwin,  Hiram  436 

Goodwin,  J.  G...  -478,  4S4 

Goodwin,  Joseph   134 

Goodyear,  E.  D.  S.  478 
Gordon,  Alexander  S.  90 

Gordon,  Gen'l   398 

Gorgas.  G.  S.  480 

Gorham,  A.  S.  256 

Gorliam,  J.  J.  480 

Gorham,  Josiah  345 


Gorman,  John  -  480 

Gorman,  Richard  O. .  206 
Goslin,  Harnion  D...  199 
Gossling,  Miss  Geor- 

giana    323 

:  Gotschalk,  R.  C.  478 

Gousje,  Thos.  .  30,  168,  241 

j  Gould,  Bradley  179 

Gould,  Harriet   200 

Gould,  J.  L  .  -  -  372 

Gould.  John  340,  345 

Gould,  L.  K.   487 

Gould,  \V.  J   480 

i  Gould,  William  362 

I  Goulden,  Geo  469 

i  Gourand,  Francis  F.-  190 

'  Govean,  M.itlhias  480 

I  Gowdv,  E   286 

Graham,  Gen'l  396 

Gravham,  tames   133 

Grand,  .M.'  W   317 

Granger,  S,  E   238 

Granniss,  C.  \._.  340,  34S 
Grannis&Hurd  Lum- 
ber Co   34S 

Grav,  Augustus  ..  480 

Gray,  Burton  ^67,  46S 

Grav,  H.irrison   403 

Grav,  M.  W.  478 

Gray,  W.  H  475,  480 

Graves,  Jedediah  344 

Graves.  H.  B  _  400 

Greatare.x,  Harry  480 

Green,  Elizabeth  445 

Green,  J,  L...475,  478,  4S4 

Green.  N   473 

Green,  N.  T.  _..  347 

Green,  N'aihan . . .  312,  31 3 

Greene,  Nathaniel  394 

Green,  Norval..  472,  473, 
480 

Green,  Sallv  -   200 

Green,  W.  H.   484 

Green,  W.  P  389 

Greenwood  &  .Arnold  347 
Greenwood,  John  H..  347 
Greenwood,  Sieadman  47S 

Gregory,  .Abel   133 

Gregorv,  Benjamin  38 

Gregory,  E   _  233 

Gregor)-,  E,  B.  90,  179,  256 

Gregory,  Ebenezer   38 

Gregor\-,  Elijah  ..4S0.  485 

Gregory,  Enoch   38 

sketch   52 

Gregiiry.  Eunice   50 

Gregory,  Ezra  30.  134,  l63. 

169 

sketch  141 

Gregory,  Frederick..  237 

Gregorv.  G.  H  480 

Gregory,  H.  S  372 


Gregory,  Ira.  192,  193,  337 

Gregorv,  James   73 

Gregor)-,  P.  A   259 

Gregorv,  P.  O   484 

Gregorv,  Rebecca   13 

Gregorv,  Samuel  .2,  3,  6,  g, 
13.  18.38 

Gregory,  Seth   19 

Gregory,  Thaddeus  ..  38 

sketch    47 

Greim,  Geo.  -  480 

Greisenger.  William  _  480 
Greninger,  J.  W.  ....  325 
Grei ze,  Frederick .  ..  480 

Griffin,  F.  R   238 

Griffin,  Thomas    9 

Griffin,  W.  A   290 

Gristmill,  Burroughs'  65 

Griswold,  E.  E   200 

Grogan,  .Andrew  372 

Grumman,  Sam'l  256 

Gulliver,  J.  P.  ...  400,  432 
Gump  el,  Gustav,  Rev.  204 

Gundlock,  W.  H   480 

Gunn,  J.  H   213 

Guraud,  Clemence 

Emma    igo 

Gu rnsey,  Jacob  470 

Haefner.  Peter  478 

Halner,  Philip   481 

Hagerty,  Adam  481 

Haijgertv.  J.J  322 

Hagle.  John  4S1 

Hagley.  John    481 

Hale,  C,  F.  471,  472 

Halfwav  Covenant   14 

Hall,  .A.  L.   .481 

Hall,  Abigail    163 

Hall,  Alice   200 

Hall,  Benj   4S6 

Hall,  Burgess   38 

Hall,  C.  F   471,  478 

Hall,  C.  W  47S,  484 

Hall,  E.  A   46S 

Hall,  E.  F  4S7 

Hall,  Ebenezer,  sketch  55 

Hall,  Elias  A  200,  201 

Hall,  EInathan   38 

Hall,  Eunice   133 

Hall,  F.  B..  371,  487 

Hall,  Francis.   '3 

Hall.  G.  A.   481 

Hall,  H.  K   478 

Hall,  Henry   470 

Hall,  Isaac   9 

Hall,  J.  C   ..  481 

Hall,  J.  D   481 

Hall,  J.  S    481 

Hall,  John  38,  65,  46S 

sketcli   52 

Hall,  Joseph,  sketch.  53 
Hall,  Josiah  B   179 
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Hall.  Julia  A   83 

Hall,  Lyman   84 

skeicli   163 

Hall,  O.  B   ...  337 

Hall,  Richard  ..3S,  60,  Si, 
157 

Hall,  Rutli  ig6,  200 

Hall,  Samuel  9,  38 

Hal!,  VV.  B   2S8 

sketch   405 

Hall.  W.  S   405 

Hall.Wm.,  Lieut   126 

Halligan.  J.  H  481 

Hamerton.  Philip  G..  191 
Hamilton,  Alex.inder  259. 

326,  345 

Hamilton.  C.  A   282 

Hamilton  Commandei^' 

318 

Hamilton.  John  .   296 

Hamlin,  Alanson  169. 

325.  4S6 

Hammond,  E.  P.  Rev.  1S2 

Hammond,  Jos  484 

Hancock.  John  79,  402,403 

Hand,  Joseph  H.   32 

Hands.  T   322 

Hanford,  H.  T  372 

Hanford.  J.  F   339 

Hanford,  J.  S   481 

Hanford,  James  478 

Hanley,  Edward  322 

Hanover,  J.  S  216,  217, 

2ig.  356,  470 

Harden.  W.  F  329 

Hare.  R.  W   252 

Harland,  Edward   471 

Harlem,  James  L.  210 

Harlow,  .Augustine  4S4 

Harrall.  Francis  254 

Harrall,  George  251 

Harral,  Henry  K.  140,  252, 

253.  254.  325,  330 

sketch   261 

Harral.  Mr  -.428,  438 

Ha. rail.  William   252 

Harrington,  Daniel,  Rev. 

2 1 1 

Harrington,  Heiir\-  >L  216 

Harris,  Charles  E   202 

Harris.  Reuben   igS 

Harrison,  George....  315 
Harrison,  J.  J.  Rev...  189 

Harrison.  W.  H   481 

Hartly,  M   303 

Harming,  Rechus  484 

Hartwell,  S   337 

Hartwell,  Sherman  137, 
174.  175.  405.  sketch  135 
Hartwell,  Sophia  T...  175 

Hart,  Carmi   389 

Hariy,  William  481 


i  Harvey,  John  47S 

i  Hat  ^Ianufacturing..  285 
'  Hatch  Brothers  Co...  294 

!  Hatch,  C.  >L  . .    372 

Hatch.  Chauncy  ^L.-  iSS 

Hatch.  Daniel  iSg.  459 

Hatch  Genl   39S 

H.itch.  H.  F..   338 

,  Hatter,  George  481 

I  Haugh.  James  484 

!  Havens,  Mrs.  H.  E...  321 

Haviland,  W.  T  _  487 

Hawes,  E.  V  374.  375 

Hawes,  Jennie  G. .  321 

Hawes,  Minnie   321 

Hawes'  Opera  tlouse  324 

Hawes,  W.  T  48 1 

Hawkins,  Phebe   200 

Hawley,  A  338,  339 

Hawlev,  Aaron. ig.  27,  5o. 
^^4.  7g.  83.  122.  126,  143 

Hawlev,  Abigail   89 

Hawley,  A  bijah  43,  60,  126, 
134.  179.  31S,  326 
sketch  go,  142.  143 
Hawley,  Alexander  -.340. 

341,  342,  372 

Hawley,  Alfred  46S 

Hawlev.  Anson  73.  169, 

467,  46S 

Hawlev,  Bessie   253 

Hawlev.  Bronson   I7g 

Hawley,  C.  H   348 

Hawley,  Charles  .169.  348 

Hawlev.  D.  L  467 

Hawley,  D.  W   256 

Hawlev.  David  154,255 

sketch    8g 

Hawley,  E.  S.  323,  340. 

341,  342,  466 

Hawlev,  Elienezer   38 

Hawley,  Elbert  -.  -.  468 
Hawlev,  Elijah  26,  27,  130, 

176,  ig6,  sketch  88,  89 
Hawley,  Eunice  (Jack- 
son )    407 

H.iwley,  Ezra  72,  go 

Hawley,  F.  B.  304.  342.  346 

Hawley,  F.  V   348 

Hawley,  George  B.  .  _  72 
Hawley,  Gideon   26 

sketch   407 

Hawley,  Gurdon   itig 

sketch   72 

Hawlev,  H.  T.  ...325,  481 

Hawlev,  J.  B.  478,  484 

Hawley,  James  26,  38 

sketch   62 

[hawley,  Jesse   88 

Hawiey,  Joseph  26,  62 

Hawley.  [ulius  ..-37,348 
,  Hawley,  Levi,  sketch.  257  1 


Hawley,  Marcus  C...  go 
Hawley.  Munson  .90,  137, 

i7g,  325. 33fi.  341,  372 

sketch  136,  137 

Hawley,  S.  W   471 

Hawley,  Samuel  63,  83, 

164.  241 

Hawley,  Sarah   164 

Hawley,  Silas  .    57 

Hawley,  Stephen  .62,  176, 
179.  180.  183,  184.  187, 
312,  326.  339.  467 
Hau-lev.  Thomas  .  .13,  17, 
iS.  19.  89.  90,  !75,  184, 
187,  337.  sketch  72.  90 

Hawley.  W.  H._  372 

Hawley.  Wheeler. 471,  478 
Hawley,  Wilson  ..60.  126, 
142.  168,  179.  318 
Hawley,  Wolcott  19,  20,  27 
Hawlev.  Zachariah_24.  25. 

26 

Hawle\\  Zalmon  ir,  go 

Hay.  J'.  B  189 

Hayden,  Peter   92 

ILivwood,  ^Villiam  133 

Hayes.  C.  H.   481 

Hayes,  G.  W  345 

Hayes,  General   390 

Hayes,  H.  N...   337 

Hayes,  Hanford  331 

Hayes.  John  468 

Ha\"es,  Johnson  .....  468 

Haves,  Robert   48 1 

Hayes.  W.  B   481 

Hayt.  James,  sketch  .  89 

Herald    356 

Hearan,  T.  E   322 

Hearson,  F.  L  4S1 

Heisler,  George  484 

Held.  Louis   484 

Hemingway.  Sarah  .  405 

Hepburn,  H.  C  241 

Hermance,  Mr   180 

Hermes,  .A Ibert  4S1 

H eron.  Cor nel lus  481 

Hersey.  Alice  439 

Hetli.  Joyce  377 

Hewit.  A.  F.  Rev.  185,453 

Eiewit,  Dr  184,  234 

H e wit,  Henry  S   1S5 

Hewit,  Nathaniel,  Rev. 

sketch  180,  184 

Hibbard,  Billy   ig3 

Hibbard,  O.  H  478 

Hickev,  T.  F   484 

Hickok,  H.  S..   323 

Hicks,  RatclifiT  280 

Hicks,  Seaman  4S5 

Higbv ,  Harvey   183 

Higby,  Hervey  ..341,  344. 

345 
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Higby,  Henrv-  2^6 

Higby,  Seth.'   S6 

Higby,  W.  R  330,  341, 

342.  344,  345 

Higgins,  A   .259,  470 

Highways  of  Bridgeport 

124, 

Hildroup,  Mary  -   200 

Hiil,  Charles  135,  137 

Hill,  George  473,  478 

Hill,  Henrv   470 

Hill,  T.  W.'Rev   IQ3 

Hill,  Park   4S1 

Hill,  Seih  4S5  ' 

Hill,  W.  B....   481 

Hillhouse,  Rebecca..  18;  ■ 
Hillman,  Mrs.  J.  W.  .  402 

Hills,  .-\gnes   227  ; 

Hills,  George  W._36o,  361  \ 

Hills,  Henry  M   361  j 

Hills,  Moses.   473 

Hills,  Mrs   369 

Hills,  William  [..227,  369 

Hincklev,  C.  W   321 

Hinckley,  R.  P.  321 

Hincks,  E.  P.  304,  340,  372 

Hincks,  E.  Y.-  .  ^72 

Hincks,  J.  H   372 

Hincks,  John  U'..i76,  177, 
466  '\ 

Hincks  and  Johnston  353 
Hincks,  Wm.  B...6,  7,  11, 
154,  176,  226,  227,  330, 
337.  33S,  353,  369.  371.  ! 
372,  373  I 

Hine,  Anan   233  I 

Hine,  Ann   233  ^ 

Hine,  Henry  M..-1S4,  187 

Hine,  Lyman   345 

Hine,  W.  H.-475,  47^,  484, 

405  : 

Hinman,  Geo   293 

Hinman,  Henry  .  470 

Hinman,  Isaac3o.  127,  134, 

317,  sketch   139  j 

Hinman,  Munson  1391 

Hinsdale,  H.  G.,  Rev.  184,  ' 
185,  1S6 

Historic  Oak..   4 

Hitchcock,  Forbycc.  362 

Hitchcock,  L.  M   457 

Hitchcock,  Lent  M...  127, 
132 

Hitchcock,  Martha  >L  457 

Hitchcock.  W.  R   301 

Hoadiey,  C.  J   8 

Hoag,  C.  S  324,  486 

Hobbs,  A.  C  303,  330, 

375,   sketch  408 

Hobbs,  J.  L   408 

Hobbs,  W.  F  292 

Hodgeden,  William..  38 
66 


Hodge,  Elias  467 

Hodge,  J.  L  ,  Rev.,  ..  212 

Hodges,  S.  O   478 

Hodges,  Samuel  203 

Hoffman  Henry,  ...  .  481 

Holburton,  John   157 

sketch   60 

Holburton,  Sarah   86 

Holburton,  Wm   76 

Holcomb.  T.  M   478 

Holden,  Daniel  329 

^^olden,  E.  R..  Rev,  .  209 

Holden,  Isaac  324,  390 

Hollister,  David  F...  187, 

331.  337.  33S.  345.  455. 

4S7. 

Hollister,  G.  H  487 

Holly,  P.  T   432 

Holman,  Thoinas-259,  485 

Holmes,  A.  X  J74,  4S4, 

485 

Holmes,  E.  H  481 

Holmes  &  Ed  wards . .  298 

Holmes,  Lewis  481 

Holt,  F.  L.  487 

Holzer,  John . _  484 

Hooker,  General  395 

Hooker,  S.  S   481 

Hooper.  S.  S.  484  ! 

Hoover.  J.  B.  .  254  i 

Hope,  Edward   481  | 

Hopkins,  F.  E.,  Rev..  209  ! 

Hopkins.  Sally.  446 

Hopper,  A.  McG.,  Rev.  212 
Hopkins,  John 

sketch  86,  87  ' 

Hopkins,  Lemuel   137 

Hopkins,  -Mary  .-^nn.  200 

Hopson,  L.  F.-.  256 

Hopson,  Mrs.  W.  R..  367 

Horn,  Matthew,   38 

Hospital,   369 

Hotchkiss,  C.  A  331 

Hotchkiss,  C.  B..1S9,  339, 
340,  341,  371,  375 

Hotchkiss,  foseph  325 

Hotchkiss  &  Malli. 

band   296 

Hotchkiss.  T.  C  297 

Hotchkiss,  W.  S  478 

Houge,  Frank  481 

Hough,  Chas   375 

Hough,  Eliakim   63 

Hough,  Vale  E.   41 

Houpt,  Henry..  481 

Honqua  ._    152 

Housatonic  Railroad  _  34 
House,  Corset  Mach. 

Co   297 

House,  James.  390 

Houston,  Adam  P.  ..  342 
Howard,  J.  A   325  . 


'  Howard,  Cordelia  381 

I  Howard,  O.  0  395 

Howe!,  Edward   146 

I  Howe,  Elias,  Jr. .261,  273, 

390.  392,  424 

[        sketch   270 

Howe  Mach.  Co  270 

I  Hoyt,  Alfred   481 

Hoyt,  C.  C...  484 

f  Hovt,  George  133,  134, 

I  135.  137,  sketch  ...  142 
!  Hoyt,  Henry  M.  .362,  477, 
!       '  481 

i  Hoyt,  Josiah  S  135,  137 

I  Hoyt,  Priscilla   62 

Hoyt,  Wm.  C   200 

[  Hubbard,  Elijah   133 

I  Hubbard,  Robert. 138,  327, 
!  396,  47S,  4S5 

:  Hubbard.  S.  H.  487 

I  Hubbell,  Abigail  13,  71 

j  Hubbell,  Abel   8g 

I  Hubbell,  Abiah   89 

Hubbell,  Abraham. 30,  126 
;  Hubbell.  A  lexander  .  169 
'  Hubbell,  Amos,  ..48,  126, 

127,  148,  sketch   74 

Hubbell,  Andrew   38 

Hubbell,  Anson   75 

Hubbell,  Benj   19 

sketch   .  41 

Hubbell,  C.  B....128,  169, 
325,  341,  470 

Hubbell,  C.  E   372 

Hubbell,  Catharine  ..  75 

H ubbell,  Chas  467 

Hubbell,  Charles  B...  75 

Hubbell.  Daniel  38,  79 

Hubbell,  David,  38.  74, 

169,  179,  293,  467 

Hubbell,  E.  E  33S,  339, 

340,  342 

Hubbell,  Ebenezer  ..  38 

Hubbell,  Elbert  E   176 

Hubbell,  Eleanor. 131,  14S 

Hubbell,  Eleazer  315 

Hubbell,  Elisha   26 

H ubbell,  Eunice   121 

Hubbell,  Ezekiel  ..30,  75, 

31S.  344,  sketch   148 

Hubbell,  Fenelon  244,44?, 
463,  469 

Hubbell,  Frank  ..238,  339 
Hubbell,  George  ..^^  74 
Hubbell,  George  A. . .  202 
Hubbell,  George  W..  152, 
153.  154 

Hubbell, Gershom  E.  32,  74 

Hubbell,  Gedson  19,  20 

Hubbell,  Harriet  200 

Hubbell,  H.  G   329 

Hubbell,  Hezekiah  ..  19 
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Hubbell,  Henry  -I53,  154,  ' 
470 

Hubbell,  Jabez   ig 

Hubbell,  James   38 

Hubbell,  John. .33,41,  So, 
143 

Hubbell,  Joseph   38 

Hubbell.  Josiah,.i7g,  293, 
341,  345,  467 

Hubbell,  L.  H  469,  470 

Hubbell,  L.  W  467 

Hubbell.  Lemuel  .30,  244, 
467 

Hubbell.  Oiiesimus-.  S6 
Hubbell,  Richard  9,  13,  17, 
i3,  3S,  43,  126,  141,  14s,  1 
175.  176,  315  1 

sketch  75,  76 

Hubbell,  Sally   200  1 

Hubbell,  Salmon  .30,  130,  '• 
134,  176.  230,  sketch  139 
Hubbell,  Samuel. S,  9,  214 

Hubbell.  Stephen   38 

Hubbell,  Susan  369 

Hubbell,  Temperance  13 
Hubbell,  Thaddeus,  30,  87, 
139  '■ 

Hubbell,  W.  H  4S1 

Hubbell,  W.  L..-329,  372, 
387,  471.  476.  473,  4S4 

Hubbell,  W.  T   374 

Hubbell.  Walter   74 

Hubbell.  Wm   44: 

Hubbell,  Wni.  M   193  , 

Hubbell.  Wilson  74.  75 

H ubbell.  Zechariah  . -  3? 

Huggins,  H.  F  326  \ 

Hugins.  Henrv_   437' 

Hughes,  F.  ].   437  ' 

Hughes.  Peter   372 

Hull,  Charles  47S 

Hull.  David   470 

Hull.  F.  H.  478 

Hull,  Geo.  .   233 

Hu'l,  J.  R  47S.  4S4 

Hull.  Stephen  30,  168,293, 
467  1 

Hull,  Sterling.  467 

Hull,  Wakeman  467 

Humiston.  B.  W   469  > 

Humiston.  Nathaniel.  169 

Humphrey    .    37  ; 

Humphreys,  Humphrey  ' 
198  ; 

Humphrey, Watson  &  Co. 

347 

Humphrey  &  Whitney  134 

Hungerford,  S.  W   481 

Hunter,  John  H.,  Rev. 

sketch    173 

Hunter.  S.  S  „.  4S4 

Hunt,  A.  E   4S1  ' 


Hunt,  A.  S  47S,  484 

Hunt.  Aaron  197.  198 

Hunt.  Geo   4S1 

Hunt.  Isaac   19 

Hunt,  J.  W   4S4 

Hunt,  Walter   2(11 

H untington.  Gen   79 

Huntington,  Mary  344 

Hurd.  Arnold  467 

Hurd,  Asa   76 

Hurd.  Charles   47S 

Hurd,  Ebenezer  68,  72 

sketch   71 

H u rd.  Edwin   189 

Hurd.  Elizabeth   72 

Hurd,  F.  N   469 

Hurd,  F.  W.  348 

Hurd.  Fiederick . 219,  227, 

331.  333.  375.  390 

Hurd,  H.  A._   4S4 

Hurd,  Henry.   -  46S 

Hurd.  Jabez.   425 

Hurd.  John  67.  63.  71,  143. 

193.  330 

Hurd.  L.  F  451 

Hurd.Lucy(Blackman)42  5 

Hurd,  Nathan   38 

Hurd.  Philo  .234,  318.  330 

sketch    425 

Hurd  Place.   71 

Hurd,  Rebecca  ..  155 

Hurd,  Samuel  F..145.  341. 

342,  425 

Hurd.  S.  F.  &  Co   259 

Hurd.  Stiles  470 

Hurdboli,  Philip  481 

Hur^^t.  C.  W   ...  4S1 

Huss,  Henrv  4S4 

Husted,  H.  G   355 

Hutchins.  Thomas   27 

H  utchinson.  J.  C   3S6 

Hutchinson.  1.  L   375 

H  utchinson.  S.  B   291 

H u tchi nson.  Svlvanus  197 

Hyatt,  Eugene  4S1 

Hyde,  George   470 

Hyde,  .M.  H  470 

Hyde.  Richard  30,  140 

Hydraulic  Co   312 

Indian  wigwam   88 

Indian  wigwams   3 

Indian  path    3 

Indians,  fear  of   3 

Indians.  Golden  Hill  88 
Indians.  Pequonnocks  i 

Ingalls,  G.   322 

Ingalls,  W.  H  481 

Ingersoll,  C.  D  241 

Ingersol.  W.  M..  Rev.  213 
Inscriptions,  Stratfield 

Burying  place  93-r20 

Iranistan    379 


I  Ireland's  brook  6,  68 

i  Iron,  Malleable.  Co.  .  290 
I  Iron  Mfg.  2go,  294.  295.  2g6 

1  Iron  Works   35 

i  Irwin,  John  W   433 

i  Isard.  H,  C  473.  481 

Ives.  Bl.ikeslee  t^'  Co.  281 

Ives,  C.  A    374 

Ives.  E.  R.-  ..292.  325,  374 
Ives,  Francis  323.374.394. 

429.  4S7 

j  Jackson.  .Andrew   307 

j  Jackson,  David   38.57 

I  Jackson,  Gabriel  3S.  57 

Jackson,  Gener.Tl....  138 

jackson.  Henrv  .   56 

Jackson,  [ohn  38.57 

[ackson.  Mary  13,  50 

Jackson,  Molly    Sg 

lackson.  Moses  9. 3S.  56,  57 

Jackson,  Samuel  .   9 

Jackson,  Sarah  F   321 

lackson.  Stonewall  ..  395 

Jacobs,  A.,  Rev   204 

Jacobs,  Elisha  P   198 

Jacobs,  Joseph  481 

Jahn.  Wm   481 

Janes.  Edwin  L   199 

Jaquet,  Henry  4S4 

Jaquith,  J.  P.   475.  484 

Jarvis,  Isaac  . .  _  316 

Jarvis.  S.  S.  1S9,  259 

!  [aynes.  Bishop    .....  891 

j  Jeffers,  F..   322 

j  Jenkinson.  J   481 

[Jennings.  D.  H... 472.  478 

i  Jennings,  David  259 

'Jennings.  Eliphalet..  164 

sketch  _  62 

Jennings.  G.  F   _  481 

Jennings.  James ,  ...  179 
'  Jennings.  O.  S.  372.470,484 

Jennings,  Sarah   164 

.  Jensen,  Charles  4S1 

Jerman.  J.  H.  .  481 

Jerome  Clock  Co.  381 

Jerusalem  Chapter  318 

Jerusalem  Council  318 

Jessup.  Ebenezer  134,  135. 

!  137 
j  Jessup,  W.  P. ...  ...  481 

jewett.  Wm    199 

Joceh  n,  Augustus   197 

Jocelyn.  Mr   3S9 

i  Johnson,  Charles  481 

I  Johnson,  Edwin   182 

!        sketch  364 

;  Johnson,  G.  H  319,  353 

i  Johnson  G.  W   481 

Johnston.  I.  H   366 

Johnston.  John   478 

i  Johnson,  S.  D.  484 


Index. 


Johnson,  Samuel. .23,  141 
Johnson,  Sam.  W.  133  134, 
141 

Johnson,  W.  A   4S1 

Johnson,  W.  B  469 

Johnson.  \Vm.  S.im'L  141 
Jones,  Mrs.  E.  S.  W..  323 

lones,  Edward  469 

Jones,  H.  C  410 

Jones,  Harriet   393 

Jones,  Henry  175, 176,  177, 
227,  22S,  366 

Jones,  Ira   50 

Jones,  John   38 

Jones,  Judge.   i?5 

Jones,  S.  B..312,  341,  345, 
366 

Jones,  S.  B.  &  Co.  255 

Jones,  S.imuel  ..  326 

'  Jones,  Seth  B.   1  79 

Jones,  Thomis   go 

Jones,  W.  M   4S4 

Josslyn,  G.  H   4S1 

Joy, Jacob   ..  9 

Joy,  [oseph   9 

Joyce,  J.  A.   ..  4S7 

Judah,  H.  R  162,  31S 

Judd.  H.  0  202,  4S1 

Judson,  Agur  344,  447 

Judson,  C.  N   372 

Judson,  C.TroKne   242 

Judson,  David  134,  242,467 

Judson.  F.  J   485 

Judson,  F.  N  ....  372 

I udson,  George  454 

Judson,  Harry   179 

Judson,  Henry  467 

Judson,  I.  N  —  242 

Judson,  leremi.Th  247 

Judson,  John   69 

Judson,  Medora  H._.  343 

Judson,  Pixlee   372 

Judson,  Samuel   63 

Judson,  W.  A.  _.-340,  344 

Judson,  Walter   372 

Kable,  J.  W   484 

Kane.  Patrick   322 

Kankey,  Zebulon   197 

Kearney,  John  ..  322 

Keating,  Bern.ird  325,  326. 

487 

Keeler,  C.  B   4S1 

Keeier,  Chauncey  469 

Keeler,  G.  S   4S1 

Keeler,  G.  W  470.  473, 

475,  476,  477.  484 
Keeler,  George.,  rgo,  247, 
345 

Keeler,  Isaac   388 

Keeler,  J.  S.   47S 

Keeler,  Patrick   .  86 

Keeler,  W.  H   4S1 


Keen,  Wm  

Keinsella,  }.  A  _ 

Keller,  F.  C  

Keller,  Joseoh  &  Co.. 

Keller,  W.  C  

Kellev,  P.itrick   

Kelley,  R.  D  

Kellev.  Thomas  . . 

Kelley.  Geo.  T  . . 

Kellv,  I.  E.  

Kellv,  M.  F.  

Kellv,  Michael.  ..47S, 

Kell'v,  P.  J  --. 

Kelsey,  Chas  _ _ 

Kelsey.  Courtland  37, 
339- 

Kelsev.  H   

Kelsey,  W.  H  _ 

Kendrick,  Green  

Keppy,  John   

Ketchum,  Morris-23S, 

Keyes,  H.  F  

Keys,  D.  A   

Kiefer,  En; ma  L.  ... 

Kiefer.  Frank  W  

Kiefer.  H.ittie  J  

j  Kiefer,  Jacob  

I  sketch  

I  Kiley,  James  

I  Kiley,  Joseph  

i  Killenbeck,  Jos.. .... 

I  Kilmore,  Annie  E. 

j  Kimball,  Henry  

1  Kimball,  J.  R  473, 

I  King,  F.  A  

\  King,  [.  B.  329, 

!  King,  J.  W  

I  King,  James  217, 

I  King,  Lewis    

I  Kingman,  S.  C._  _  371, 
375. 

j  King's  Highway  . 

Kingsbury,  F.  J  

Kinsella,  Rosa  . . 

Kippen,  George. .169, 
Kirkham,  Ambrose.. 

Kiriland,  Ezra  46, 

Kirtland,  Samuel  131. 

Kissam,  D.  W...  1S9, 
324,  339,  340,  342, 

Kimball,  Henry  

Kline,  A.  P   

Klein,  J.  B  325, 

Kmieter,  Henry  

Knablin,  Thomas  478, 
Knapp,  Burr. 41,  179, 

Kn.ipp  &  Cowles  Mfg. 

Co  

Knapp,  Ephraim  

Knapp,  G.  S..  


481  ' 
322 
4S4 
35- 
4S1 
481 
4S1 
481 
322 
486  ! 
452  I 
484! 
325  I 
466  ; 
333,  I 
372  I 
236  I 
4871 
234 
4S4 

438 
481 
287  I 
443 
443 
443  I 

246  ! 
442  I 

48r  i 
473 
481 
354 

470  ; 
481  \ 

481  ! 
481 
486 
326 
48 1 
372 
390 
3  i 
235  I 

321 ! 

312 1 

4S1 

130 

133 

3S7 

282, 

372 

469 

263 

487 

40 1 

484 

184, 

337 
287 

3'7 

288 


Knapp,  FI.  H   487 

Knapp,  Jacob.  Rev...  212 
Knapp,  Joseph. . .  169,  315 

sketch   47 

Knapp.  N.  B.  255,  256 

Knapp,  Nathaniel   9 

Knife  Mfg   263 

Knight,  Harvey  K.  ..  362 

Knight,  Sevil  __  481 

Knowlton,  J.  W._3io,  357, 
427,  474,  476,  4S4 
Knowlton,  W.  S.  310,  313, 
391 

sketch   427 

Knovvles,  Miss  367 

Kolilus,  Christian  4S4 

Kost,  R  375,  478.  4S4 

Kountzm.in,  John  481 

Krapp.  Charles  481 

Krapp,  Wm  481 

Kringle,  Wm   481 

Krouse,  Henry  478 

Kurtz,  Geo   481 

La  Fontain.  R   481 

Lacey,  Albert  R  214 

Lacey,  Benjamin  .  81 

sketch.    82 

Lacey,  Daniel,  sketch  80 

Lacey,  E.   342 

Lacey,  Ebenezer   38 

Lacey,  Edna  (Munson)  427 
Lacev,  Edward. .38,  79,  82 

sketch     81 

Lacey,  Jesse  82,  427 

Lacey,  John   38 

sketch   79 

Lacey,  Josiah  82,  121,  168, 
317 

sketch    79 

Lacey,  Mary   80 

Lacev,  .M ichael   80 

Lacey,  R.  B  40,  41,  54, 

78,  82,  137,  175,  176,  177. 
197,  217,  253,  254,  309, 
328,  336,  375,  404,  438 

Lacey,  Sarah  79,  80 

Lncey,  Squire  52,  80 

Lacey,  W.  H.  319,  47r,  478, 
484 

Lacey,  Zacnariah   82 

Lafayette  Consistory.  31'^ 

Lafayette,  General   57 

Lamb,  Martha  J.   71 

Lamb,  P.,  Rev  206 

Lambert,  E.  R   333 

Lamson,  Joseph,  Rev. 

8i,  156,  157 

Landen.  Robert  473 

L.Tndiveg,  Henry  481 

Landoti,  A.  H.  ...  294 

Landon,  Gilson..  319,  242 
Landon,  Lucy  A   362 
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Lane,  Alexander   iSy 

Lane,  Bruce   23S 

Lane,  Harmon   208 

Lang,  S.  R.    254 

Langdon,  Chas.  H.  279 

Langdon,  W.  H._   4S1 

Laramie,  H.  C  4S1 

Larkin,  Samuel  327 

Larramie,  H.  C   473 

Lasher,  B.  F  331,  374 

Lathrop,  C.  J   4S1 

Lathrop,  F.  —  293 

Lathrop,  Frederick  468 

Latham,  G.  W.  439 

Lathrop,  Thomas  362 

Lattimer,  W.  H  4S4 

Lauder,  Robt.  47S.  484,  485 
Laubscher,  Rudolph.  32;; 

Laughlin,  Geo.  481 

Laurie,  John  478,481 

Lavoy, Joseph .    4S4 

Lawmaster,  G.  W   484 

Lawrence,  Abbott  _  -  414 
Lawrence,  Zechariah.  38 

Layden,  Patrick  4S4 

Leader   356 

Leary,  Dennis  481 

Leather  Mfg   243 

Leavenworth,  F  -  462 

Leavenworth, Fannie  A. 

462 

Leavitt,  Edward   233 

Lee,  Edward   263 

Lee,  Jesse  194,  195.  196, 197 

Lee,  ^L^rtin   206 

Lee,  W.  H  4S1 

Leeie,  Governor,  .  21 

Leeds,  Robert   197 

Lefevre,  J.  W   199 

Lehman,  Edward  325 

Lemmon,  H.  C   340 

Lemon,  C.  F   372 

Lenihan.  Francis  J.,  Rev. 

206 

Leonard,  J.  A  4S4 

L  ver,  P.  B.  481 

Leverty,  Alex  374 

Lewis,  A.  S   4^7 

Lewis,  Abel,  sketch  .  61 

Lewis,  Alanson   63 

Lewis  B.  B.  -   372 

Lewis,  B.  L   47S 

Lewis,  Benj  468,  469 

Lewis,  C.  P.  484 

Lewis.  C.  W  468,  469 

Lewis,  Dana   200 

Lewis,  Dr  454 

Lewis,  E.  A.  338,  365 

Lewis,  F.  G.  4S7 

Lewis,  Freeman   63 

Lewis,  G.  F..473,  481,  485 
Lewis,  G.  M   484 


;  Lewis,  Geo  345 

j  Lewis,  Geo.  F.  369,  371,  372 
I  Lewis,  Geo.  W.  ..230,  467 

Lewis,  Harry  _.  127 

Lewis,  James   133 

j  Lewis,  John    146 

Lewis,  Joseph  G   169 

Lewis,  ^lary  405 

Lewis,  Roswell  35,  179 

Lewis.  S.  C   47S 

!  Lewis,  S.  N  468,  469 

[  Lewis,  Stiles..   70 

;  Lewis,  Thomas  ..  469,  470 

I  Lewis,  Thompson  362 

\  Lieberum,  August  350 

I  Lieberum  Bros.   350 

1  Lieberum,  William  __  350 
Library,  Public.  224,  369 

Lien,  \Vm   jSi 

j  Light  House   314 

I  Lind,  Jenny  379,  3S0 

I  Lindencroft   382 

(  Lineburgh,  W.  G.  33S,  339. 

345 

Linsley,  Joel  H.,  Rev. 
i  207,  211 

I  Lintenmyer.  Henry..  481 

j  Linus,  Robert   30 

I  Lippett,  A.  C  359 

[  Little,  Moses  403 

Lloyd,  Samuel  481 

Lockwood,  Abigail 

(Gray)  443 

Lockwood,  Alice  R.  .  444 
Lockwood,  D.  B.  226,  325, 
326,  327,  369,  472,  478 
4S4,  487 

sketch  443 

Lockwood,  E.  R  240 

Lockwood,  Elizabeth  431 
Lockwood,  F.  J.,  sketch 

445 

Lobdell,  Francis,  Rev.  182 
Lockwood,  Frederick  245 
Lockwood,  Harriet  E.  444 
Lockwood,  Hezekiah  469 
Lockwood,  J.  P...  481 

Lockwood,  J.  R.  481 

Lockwood,  Lambert. .  30, 
43,  128,  133,  134,  133, 
i68,  317,  400,  431 

sketch   138 

Lockwood,  Lester  B..  444 
Lockwood,  Lucy  B. .0.  444 
Lockwood,  P.  E..339,  372 
Lock-wood,  Peter. 1 39,  400 

sketch  431 

Lockwood,  Reuben..  443 
Lockwood,  Rhoda  A.  443 
Lockwood.  Robert  ..  443 
Lockwood,  Roe. .139,  431 
Lockwood,  Sidney  N..444 


Lockwood,  W.  D.  443 

Lodge,  Corinthian  318 

Lodge  of  Perfection  .  318 

Lodge,  Nonpareil  321 

Lodge,  Pequounock.  321 
Log-Book,  ship  At- 
lantic   -.  146 

Log-  House  -  2 

Logan,  J.  T.   325 

Logan,  J.  H   481 

Logan,  L.  G.  474,475,476, 
484 

Longdon,  W.  H  484 

Longstaff,  G.  W  214 

Loomis,  James  C.-51,  175, 

216.  217,  325,  326,  327, 
333.  338,  486 

sketch  432 

Lord,  Daniel,  Rev.  182 
Lord,  Joshua. 90,  255.  256, 

257,  258,  259,  326,  341 

Lord,  NLaithew  468,  469 

Lord,  Thomas  183,207, 

340.  345 

Lord,  Willys  259 

Loring,  Captain   152 

Lotty,  John  4S1 

Lounsbury   203 

Lounsbury,  D..  Rev..  194 

Lounsbury,  G.  E   298 

Lounsbury,  Stephen.  253, 
3uS,  309,  310,  337,  42S 

Lousella,  Mo'es  47S 

Louvelle,  L.  M   471 

Lover,  G.  E.   481 

Love  joy,  G.  W   484 

Lovejov,  John   199 

Lowe  &  Watson..  347 

Lowe,  \Vm  325,  347 

Luckey,  Samuel   igS 

Ludford,  J.  A  472,  473, 

474.  484 

Luinscoe,  G.  E   474 

Lum,  Chauncey  467 

Lumber  Co._   348 

Lupton,  C.  S   i8g 

Luscomb,  Martin  287 

Lynch,  Michael,  Rev.  204 

L3-nch,  Patrick  325 

Lynch,  Peter   481 

Lyon,  A.  A   340 

Lyon,  Alice  C  460 

Lyon,  C.  G   374 

Lvoii,  Curtis  &  Co...  348 

Lyon  and  Curtis   33 

Lyon,  David  252 

Lyon.  Hanford  37,  137, 

169,  170,  174,  175  177. 
255,  288,  318,  324,  330, 
337.  345.  .'75.  402,  433, 
460 

sketch  249,  252 
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Lyon,  E.  H.._  47S 

Lyon,  G    19S 

Lyon,  H.  W  2S0 

Lyon,  J.   igS 

Lyon,  Jarvis   252 

Lyon.  John  214,  467 

sketch   363 

Lyon.  X.  VV  252 

Lyon,  R.  H   372 

L3'on,  Rufus  A.  362 

Lyon,  S.  S   362 

L3'on,  S.iinuel  252 

Lyon,  Sarah  W.  ...  362 
Lyon,  W.  H.  2S0,  474,  475, 
476,  477,  434 

Lyon,  Walker.   252 

Lyon,  Willys  252,  326 

Lyon,  Zaimon   ig7 

Lvons,  A.  M.  4S6 

Maby,  W.  H   4S4 

Machine,  Mfg..  -.  233,  295  \ 
Machine  Tool  Works  281  | 
Maffitt,  J.  M.  Rev.  52,  19S,  j 
200,  201  I 

Maher,  John  322  ' 

Main,  S.  M   203  j 

Mallapar,  M.  NL  366 

Mallapar.  Mrs.  >L  M.  366 

Mallett,  David  38.  467 

Malleit,  J.  E  467 

Malleu,John   38 

sketch    41 

Mallory,  D   179 

Mallory,  Geo  323,  327, 

342,  375 

Mallory,  S.iniuel   356  i 

Mallory,  W.  H.  ..  476.  479  ' 

Man,  John   39 

Manchester.  Julian  ..  4S1 

Manning,  H.  F.  287 

Mfg.  Co.,  Ashcrolt.. .  287 
Manufacturing  : — 

Hat  '  241,  2S5 

Pewter  Ware   242 

Shirt  242 

Letiher  . .  - .  243,  296 

Furniture  244  to  246 

Cirrlage  246  to  248 

Saddlery   248.  260 

Sewing  Machine 

260  to  275 

Corset  -  274,  2?o 

Rubber    280 

Paper  Box  2S1.  286,  303 

Machine  Tool   281  ■ 

Brass  .    282 

Tool  and  Machine.  283 

Knife   283 

Tacks   286 

Button  Hooks,  etc.  2S6 

Saw    286  j 

Hardware  287  I 


Carpet  28S  | 

Iron. .290,  292,  294,  295,  I 
296,  299  : 

Organ...  290,  292 

Button  291,  301 

Card  and  Paper. 291 

Silk   291 

Piano   292 

Cu  tlery   292 

Saddle  Trees   292 

Machine..  295,  297 

Shear   296 

Silver   298 

Shoe   29S 

Steel   .  299 

Carriage  Spring    .  303 

Cartridge..   303 

Wheel    304 

Coach  Lace  304 

Elastic  Web  304  ! 

.Manufactories,  addi- 
tional   346 

Maples,  B.  W.   372 

Marigold,  Sarah  A.  441 

Marlton.  C.  E  4S1 

NLttsIi,  D.  E.  372,  374 

Marsh,  E.  W  217,  2ig, 

304.  339.  340,  346,  372, 
484 

Marsh.  Edward  W.  ..  183 

Marsh,  Egbert  1S7,  339, 

340 

>Larsh,  Elihu   84 

ALirsh,  F.  W..45,  339,  340, 
372 

Marshall,  Birney  484 

Marsh.ill,  Fr.-incis   362 

>Larshall,  Frank  482 

Marshall,  lohn   387 

Marshall,  Richard  ...  482 

Marshall.  W.  H.  4S1 

Martin.  H.  B   481 

Martin,  Samuel  ..  39 

Martin,  T.  F.  .219,486 
M.irvin,  f'harles  M...  362 

,\I.irvin,  J.  J  - . .  274 

ALirvin,  .Matthew   134 

Marvin,  R.  H   479 

^L^rvin,  S   197 

Masons  : — 

St.  John's  Lodge  315 
[erusalem  Chapler.  31S 
Jerus.ileui  Council .  318 
DeWitt  Clinton  Lodge 
31S 

Pequonnock  C  hapter 

318 

Washington  Council 

318 

Lafayette  Consistory  318 
Hamilton  Commandery 
318 


Mason,  R.  B.-234,  239,  330 

NLason,  T.  A    282 

Masters,  Nicholas  _..  39 

NLather,  Titus  C.  ..90,  169 

Mather's  Point   90 

^Liisell,  George  W...  413 

Martindale,  S   199 

-Ma.xcv,  Dr    366 

Ma.xcy,  E.  W.  Rev., 

sketch   162 

Mav,  C.  P   257 

May,  Henry   168 

May,  Jacob   486 

^L^y,  S.  S    259 

May,  W.  H..257,  260,  362, 

471,  478 

iNLayer,  Charles   481 

Maynard.  L.  J.   322 

Mayne,  G.  A.   482 

McCarihv.  lohn   322 

McCarty,  Chandler  ..  482 

McCauglialtv,  Hugh.  322 

McConnell,  John   481 

McCord,  C.  W.    189 

McCord,  John  ..  l8g 

McCormick.   Michael  4S4 

McDerniott,  James  ..  481 

McDermitt,  L   238 

McElroy,  Charles   481 

McEwen,  Abijah   454 

McEwen.  F^arriet   200 

McEwen,  lohn  P.  200  20i 

McEwen,  Robert   445 

McFarland,  Bishop..  451 

McGee.  H.  D   487 

McGovern,  B   2S3 

McGuinness,  Michael  487 

McHard,  ^L^llhew   38 

Mc Kennie,  Hector   2g5 

McLaughlin,  L.  E   481 

McLean,  John   437 

McLean,  Sally  J.   437 

McManus,  Robert   481 

McNaughton.  Sadie..  321 

McNeil,  Abrah.Tin   314 

McNeil,  S.  A.   314 

McNeil,  Willi.ini   481 

McNeill,  W.  H   484 

McNeille.  Hannah 

(Shepherdson)   365 

McNeille.  Perry  R. 365 

McNeille,  R.  G.  S   183, 

364,  365 

Mead,  Rufus   479 

Mead,  W.  C.   295 

.Mead,  Zechariah  3g,  84 

Meeker,  David  86,  46S 

Meeker.  E.  F   487 

Meeker.  G.  H.    254 

Meeker.  J.  B.   254 

Meeker,  N.  Seeley...  86 

Meekin,  Harvey   482 
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Mietiughouse  : — 

First   lo,  47 

Second  l6,  17,  iS,  48 

Struck  by  lightning  19 

First  Pew   17 

Mehan,  Hnrry  481 

Meigs,  Gene r.tl   396 

Mellen,  F.  \V   321 

Merrick,  Jon.uli.  Rev.  104 

Merrick,  Sarah   164 

Merriman,  Amos,  sketch 
83 

Menius,  Albert   4S4 

Merwin,  Orange.  ,339,  340 

Merwin,  S  . .  197,  198 

Mettler,  S.imantha  362 

Middlebrouk,  C.  B.--  179. 

259 

Middlebrook,  David.  46S, 
469 

Middlebrook,  Eph.  30,  467 
Middlebrook,  Fanny.  200 
Middlebrook.  Hiram.  257, 
260 

Middlebrook,  John  ..  39 
Middlebrook,  Mills..  203 
Middlebrook,  L.  N...  360, 
476,  479,  487 
Middlebrook,  J.  R.  ..  481 
Middlebrook.  S.  M._.  337 
Middlebrook,  Siephen  41 
Middlebrook,  Stiles  M. 

184,  187 

Middlebrook,  W.  X..  337, 
33S 

Migeon,  A.  F   304 

Mile  Stone   57 

Miles,  Alfred   87 

Miles,  Lewis   87 

Miley,  John   202 

Mill,  Fairfield   56 

Mill,  Old  Yellow   91 

Mill,  J.ickson's    ;6 

Mill,  Yellow   145 

Miller,  C.  D  452 

MilL-r,  A.  G   238 

Miller,  Fr.ink  374,474 

Miller,  J.  \V..  457 

Miller,  -N.  G   375 

Miller  and  Strickland  37 

Miller,  W.  H  482 

Milliken,  C.  D   482 

Mills,  G.  J..   321 

Mills.  J.  H   4?2 

Mills,  M.  M.  479.  434 

Mills,  Nathaniel  B  ..  197 
Mills,  Pequonnock  ..  145 

Mills,  Robert  J.  469 

Milne,  Robert  -  169' 

Minor,  Ch.irles  M   2oS 

.Minor,  Prudence   3';6 

M  inor,  Richardson  ..  33^ 


nor,  W.  T   240 

not.  David  126,  134,  145 

sketch   141 

trhell,  C.  L.  282 

tcheil,  C.  -M   282 

tchell,  Mrs.  C.  M..  253 

tcheil.  David   66 

tchell.  El\z.\  433 

ichel,  G.  E  481 

tchell,  Grace   66 

tchell,  Ida  ..  253 

tchell,  Joel  203,  467 

tchell.  Patience  200 

tchell,  W.  W  484 

Moiiu nient.  Soldiers'-  334 
.Monunient'l  BronzeCo.349 

Moody,  C.  T   484 

Moody,  J.  T   239 

Moody.  Zenas  R   179 

Mooney,  C.  A.  325,  326 

Moore,  C.  A   287 

Moore,  C.  E.  473.  475, 

476,  484 

Moore,  ATark  30S,  341,  4S6 

Moore,  Samuel  4S1 

Morehouse,  Abijah  __  16S, 

467 
482 
487 
467 
470 
39 
9 


Morehouse.  C.  A  

Morehouse,  Eugene 
.Morehouse.  Ezra  . . , 
Morehouse,  G.  N.... 
Morehouse,  Noah  ... 
-Morehouse,  Samuel. 


Morehouse,  Thomas  .9,  56 
Morford,  Jarratl  .325,  344, 
345.  371.  374,  375 

Morford,  Mayor  429 

.Morg.in  and  Booth  __  343 

Morgan,  Charles  482 

Morgan,  D.  .A.  371 

.Morgan,  D.  N  192,  217, 

325.  327,  343.  345.  369. 

371,  sketch  342 

Morgan,  Ezra  342 

Morgan,  Mis.  Hannah 

(Nash).   342 

Morgan,  Hopson  and  Co. 

343 

.Morgan,  William  J...  344 

.Morgan,  Zedekiali  342 

Mori.irty,  P..  —  197 

.Morning  News  3G2 

Morrell,  D.iniel  481 

Morris,  Daniel   78 

Morris,  Dwight  .310,  326, 
327.  487 

Morris.  Elliot   179 

Morris,  Ezra   200 

Morris,  G.  C  479 

.Morris,  f^ann.Th  . .  . .  .  200 

Morris,  J.  A  481 

Morris,  James,  sketch  78 


Morris,  M.  E  213,  344, 

345.  372 

.Morris,  Marshall  E._.  219 

Morris,  P.  A  476,  484 

Morrison,  Wm...  258,  259 

.Morse,  Ira  .  ....  319 

Morse,  Samuel    179 

.Moses,  Isaac  .ind  son  149 
Moss,  Joshua,  Rev.  _ .  84 

Mosure,  Samantha  200 

Moit,  Joseph. .52,  169,  484 

Muldoon,  J.  .A   322 

Mullen,  lohn    481 

Munger,  G.  N  479 

.Manger,  George. 189,  372, 
484 

Munson,  B.  H.  . .  356 

Munson,  B.  \V..  .475,  476, 
477.  484-486 

M  unson,  L.  B  _ .  470 

Murdock,  John   178 

Murphy.  J^  H   482 

Murphy,  Timothv.  482 

Murphv,  W.  L.  .'  4S1 

Murry,'  A.  A   482 

Muth,  Nicholas  482 

Mutton  Lane  ..  195 

Mygatt,  A.  B.  233 

M\  gait.  Ell   345 

Myer,  G.  W  481 

Naale,  John  ...  322 

Naramore,  F.  J.  -.304,  374 

Naramore,  W.  W.  466 

Nash,  Albert  200 

Nash,  Capt.   80 

Nash,  Daniel   134 

Nash,  David  H.  ..138,  485 

Nash.  F.  H..   357 

Nash,  Hann.ih   343 

Nash,  J.  H   482 

Nash,  J.  S.  479 

Nash,  William  B.  179,  318, 
4S5 

Neal,  J   296 

Near,  J.  N   325 

Ned,  negro    42 

Neithercut,  R.  S.  348 

Nelson,  Emily   366 

Nelson,  Lydia  E.   444 

Nelson,  Robert  B.  227 

Netlleton,  W.  .A.   '79 

Neville,   365 

Neville.  Henry   133 

New  Lights..  22,  84 

Ncwcomb,  C.  B   286 

.Newiield   121,  125 

Neivfield  Harbor.  122,  145 

Newman,  I.   _  2S0 

Newpasture  Point. .65,  90 

Newton,  C.  H   482 

Newton,  Christopher, 
Rev   72 


Index. 
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Nichols,  B.T.  250.  252,  258 

Nichols,  C.  B  470 

Nichols,  C.  H.   434 

Nichols,  C.  L.  467 

Nichols,  C.  \V.  deL., 

sketch    191 

Nichols,  Catharine —  200 
Nichols,  Charles  T...  12S 

Nichols,  D.  S  -.-  247 

Nichols,  David  B  3S7 

Nichols,  Edwaid  470 

Nichols,  Elam  46S 

Nichols,  EH.  --  87 

Nicholas,  F.  C  484 

Nichols,  Francis   67 

Nichols,  G.  K  247,  24S 

Nichols,  Hannah  211 

Nichols,  Horace  .233,  234. 

235.  330.  337,  338.  340, 

387 

Nichols,  Isaac  .  —  67 

Nichols,  J.  M  467 

Nichols,  James  K.  247,  248 

Nichols,  Jeanette  459 

Nichols,  John  57.  58,  60 

157.  482 

Nichols,  Joseph   68 

Nichols,  L.  M.  478 

Nichols.  Lorrin  468 

N  Ichols,  Lucy  .   I  59 

Nichols,  Maria   200 

Nichols,  Nallianiel   68 

Nichols,  Peck  Oc  Co..  247 
Nichols,  Philip  65,  gr,  14;, 
159,  first  store  125 

Nichols,  Philo  467 

Nichols,  Plioebe   200 

Nichols,  Plumb  467 

Nichols,  Prudence  405 

Nichols,  R.  S  4*^7 

Nichols,  Richard.  125,  144 

sketch   - -67,  68 

Nichols,  S.  H   469 

Nichols,  S.  M.  ...471,  476 

Nichols,  Sellick   469 

Nich  jIs,  Stephen  .i6g,  327 
Nichols,  Stiles  31,  200,  201 
Nichols,  Stiles  and  Son 

355 

Nichols,  Sylvester  484 

Nichol's  Tavern  .  81 
Nichols,  Theophilus  29,  68 
sketch  . .  65,  66,  69.  70 

Nichols,  W.  B  331,  472, 

479 

Nichols.  W.  G....468,  469 

Nichols,  Waller  325 

Nickerson,  G.  E  482 

Nickerson,  S.  C   375 

Niles,  Sanauei   169 

Noah,  M.  M...   308 

Noble,  C.  M   37 


Noble,  B.  G.  341,  366,  3S7. 

38S,  3S9,  392,  477 
Noble,  Charlotte  (San- 
ford)      392 

Noble,  Miss  H.  M.  323 

Noble.  Rev.  Dr   183 

Noble,  Thomas  392 

Noble,  W.  H..35,  189,  213. 
233,  325,  327.  341.  375. 
3S1.  383,  3S7,  388,  3S9. 
390,  401,  471,  476,  477. 
47S.  4S4,  4S7 

sketcli__  -  392 

Nonpariel  Lodge   321 

Noonan,  lames   322 

Noonan,  Patrick   322 

Nordaby,  W.  H   484 

Norman,  F.  P.  4S7 

Norris,  William  H.  igg 

North,  H.  A  -  476 

North,  Henry  484 

Norlh,  I.  W.   479 

North,  [ohn   .  t8g 

Northrop.  B.  G.  435 

Nonhrop,  David  482 

Northrop,  G.  A  325 

Northrop,  Isaac  .  47g 

Northrop,  Nicholas..  Sg, 
312,  445 

Nontirop.  Nichols  179,  245 

Nonhrop.  Ziba   312 

Norton,  Birdsey   134 

Norton,  L.  H..   485 

Norton,  Reuben  S   134 

Norton,  W.  E.  -..326,487 
Nothnagle,  G.  E.  and 

Son    246 

NoA-es,  Joseph   21 

N  unhcimer,  John  484 

Nutt.  Commodore  3S3 

Nutt,  William  D.. .  ..  411 

Oak,  Historic   4 

Oaklev,  Gilbert          .  482 

Oakley,  T.  S   326 

Oatlev,  J.  C.   482 

Oailey,  T.  W   484 

O'Brien.  Terrance  474,  484 
O'Connell,  J.  C,  Rev.  206 

(J'Connor,  John  484 

Odd  Fellows   319 

Odell,  Griswold   200 

Odell.  Hannah   Si 

Odell,  Hezekiah   39 

Otlell,  Isaac   -  203 

Odell,  John  6,  9.  13,  i3,  39 

Odell,  Mary   13 

Odell,  Mai ine   42 

Odell,  Nehemiah  S...  ig 

Odell,  Sainuel  39,  79 

sketch  _  -  42 

Odell,  Sarah    13 

Odell,  William  ,   3g 


Ogle,  John   372 

O'Hara,  John   322 

O'Hara,  T.  R  4S2 

O'Higgins,  Gen..   149 

Ohnesorg,  Mrs.  Gustav 

323 

Onesorg,  Gusta ve  47 1 ,  479, 
485 

Olcott,  Thomas   137 

Old  Fort   2s.  28 

Old  Lights   22 

I  Old  Mill  Green   3 

widened   68 

Old  Mill  Site.   72 

Old  Red  House   26 

Old  Weil   25 

Olden,  Edward  482 

Oliver,  John. 473,  474,  476, 
482 

Olmstead,  C.  N   46g 

Olmstead,  Henrv   63 

Olmstead,  J.  S..'.  482 

01  mstead,  S.  E   240 

O'Neil,  Charles  484 

O'Neil,  Rev   206 

Opera  House.  Hawes  324 

Orchard,  C.  H   479 

Orcutt,  jerome  214,  324 

Organ  Mfg.    2,0 

Orphan  Asylum   322 

:  Osborn,  David,  Rev..  202 

I  Osborne,  I.  E  4S2 

j  Osborne,  J.  H  372 

I  Osborne,  John  482 

1  Osborne,  Thos.  B.  443 

I  Osborn,  Tlios.  G   igg 

I  Ostrander,  Samuel  igg 

Overton,  A.  W   484 

!  Oviatt,  Dan'l  B.  --I79,  468 

i  Owens,  James  482 

i  Pacific  Iron  Works..  2gg 

i  Paddock,  C.  L.  482 

I  Paddock,  R.  E   482 

i  Page,  Benj.  St.  John, 

j     Rev.,  skeich   174 

!  Palmer,  A.  G.,  Rev...  212 
i  Palmer,  .-\.  M..  ....  372 

i  P.ilmer,  C.  R.,  Rev...  163, 

174,  210,  sketch  178 

Palmer,  F.  A  436 

Palmer,  Rav,  Rev.         i  S 

Palmer,  S.  T    484 

Palmer,  W.  R.  325.  473,  4S4 
i  PaperBoxMfg.281.256,303 
!  Paper  and  Card  Mfg.  291 

[  Pardee.  W.  W  t7i,  47g 

!  Parish,  Joel .   64 

i  Park,  Beardsley   334 

!  Park  Cil;-   i 

Park,  Seaside   332 

Parker,  W.  E.  ,  4S4 

Parkerton,  James  469 
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Parkingion,  G.  A.  471,  472, 
479.  4S2 

Pannly.  Elea^er..374,  375 

Parks,  James   482 

Parrolt,  Abraham   S7 

Parroit,  Bryant  468,469 

Parioti,  E  Allen   63 

Parrolt,  F.  W.  87.  175,  244. 
246,  33S,  433. 

sketch  _ _  302 

Parrolt,  H.  R.  .78,  87,  175, 
240,  325.  sketch..  _  433 

Parrott,  J.  W  372,  4S7 

Parrolt,  John   87,  469 

Parrou,  Mrs.  L.  A.  246 
Parrolt,  Lucelia  (Remer) 

433 

Patrott  Varnish  Co.  _  _  301 

Panott,  \V.  H   357 

Parrolt,  William   85 

Parsonage  Lot   61 

Parsonage,  Siraifield 

Bapt    86 

Parsons.  A.  S   350 

Parsons,  R.  E.  294,  350 

Partridge,  Alden   393 

Paichen,  Samuel   39 

Patchin,  Mary  Ann..  200 
Patent  Le.nher  Co.  346 
Patriot,  Connecticut  .  356 
Paiters'Hi,  J.  T.  - . .  - .  _  290 

Patterson,  M.  C         .  291 

Patterson,  S.  J  243,  346 

Patterson,  Wm..  Rev.  1S9 
Paul,  Chas.--325,  472,  482 

Payne,  A.  E   479 

Payne,  C.  B  4S2 

Payson,  W.  E..   213 

Peabody,  Wc.i.  H  .30,  244 

Pearsall,  E.  R   274 

Pease,  John  .M   199 

Pease,  Wm.  1   19S 

Peck,  A.  T   482 

Peck,  A.  W.  471,  478 

Peck,  C.  H..  46S 

Peck,  David  C.  387 

Peck,  E.  B   4S7 

Peck,  Ira  .  30,  169 

Peck,  J,  B   233 

Peck,  Jewett   372 

Peck.  N.  F  372 

Peck,  Riley    440 

Peck.  S.  B  341 

Peck,  Siarr   .  467 

Peck.  T.  E...323,  372,  4S2 

Peck,  W.  A,   293 

Peck.  W.  C   484 

Peet,  A.  L.   46S 

Peet,  B.  W  467 

Peet,  C.  \V   482 

Peet,  Edward  484 

Peet,  Elijah  56,  467,  468 


Peet,  Ezra  467,  468  I 

Peel,  G.  S.   372 

PcL-t,  I.  W   46S  I 

Peet,  Isa^c   293  i 

Peet,  John  67,  sketch  66 

Peet,  M.  C  -467 

Peet.  Samuel  .89,  179.  467 

Peet,  Sarah  A   251 

Peet,  Squire.   464 

Peet.  Wm.  --I29,  134,  251, 
317,  31S,  326 

sketch  140,  24S 

Peel,  Wm.  L._   200 

Pelton,  Charles  F   199 

Pehon,  H.  P  ....  372 

Pelion.  L.  F   482 

Penfield,  B.  B.  4S2  ' 

Penfield,  Benj.  P   372 

Penrteld,  Burr  200,201 

Penfield,  Hannah  200 

Penfield,  fames  200 

Penfield,  .Mary   200 

Penfield,  Mr.  ,....55.195 

Penfield,  Mrs   i()5 

Penn,  Jacob  ..  482 

Penney,  Sam'l  31,  131 

Pennover,  James    ..  470 

Penny,  Mr  _  461 

Peoria,  Joseph  482 

Pequonnock  Chapter  3iSj 
Pequonnock  Lodge..  321 
Pequonnock  Mfg.  Co.  348' 
Pequonnock  Village_7,  10 
Perry,  David. 145,  179,  341 

Perry,  F.  L.   301  \ 

Perry,  J.  H   199,  325  j 

Perry,  Joseph   482  1 

Perry,  Salmon  C   199  | 

Perry,  Mrs.  Talman..  179  ' 
Perrv,Wm.  1^.37,269,314, 
325,  330,  33S,  339,  342, 
374,  390.  391,  sketch  270 

I'elin,  Monsieur   355 

Pettingill,  .A.  .A..  155,  327,  : 
337.  340.  356,  366  : 
Petlingill,  Cath.Trine  A. 

155,  227,  366,  3SS  ' 

Peliingell,  W.  W   482 

Pettilt,  H.  W   479  i 

Petiiit,  L  O..   259 

Pewter- Ware  Mfg         242  : 

Phelan,  J.  J. .327,  369.  487 

Phelan,  Patrick  ._  487 

Phelps,  A.  G  23S,  248 

Phillips,  A.  N   4S6 

Phippenv,  Benjamin.  ^9 

Phipps  C.  W   484 

Pickett.  Asa   233  ' 

Pickett,  Michael   484 

Pierce,  B.  D   325 

Pierce,  C.  H   304 

Pierponi,  James,  Rev.    2t  1 


Pilgrim,  Benjamin  ...  179 

Pine,  Geo.  S  .  Rev   214 

Pink  ham,  W.  F..-304,  325 

Pi.xlev,  Agur  467 

Pixley,  P.  C.  467,  468 

Pi.xlee,  Peter   68 

Pixlee,  W' m.  .  .  461 

sketch _  66,  69 

Piatt.  C  T.    482 

Plan,  Elizabeth   23 

Plait,  Geo   479 

Plan.  Gianville  484 

Pl-iii,  J.  T  472,  479 

Piatt,  I oseph   23 

Piatt,  Niorriss  467 

Plan,  Moses   467 

Piatt,  S.  H    202 

Piatt,  Samuel  _  23 

Plait,  William   23 

Plumb,  B.  A    466 

Plumb,  C.  E.   479 

Plumb,  Charles   36 

PluiTib.  D.  W.  233,235,371 

Plumb,  E.  .N  469,  470 

Plumb,  John   63 

Plu:nb,  Horace  484 

Pluini),  Noah  125,  326 

Plumb  Place   29 

Plumb,  Sophi  I  _  200 

Plumb,  Willard  S  338 

Pogson.  M.  H.,  Rev..  212 
Point.  Newpasture  90,  121, 
122,  123 

Puint,  NLither's   go 

Point,  Sherwood's   90 

Polanna  Chapel  188 

Polk,  J.  K   310 

Pollard,  Ann  E   362 

Polly,  Jarvis   469 

Pomerov.  W.S.  309,326,355 
Pond,  J .  E,  243,339,340,346 

Poole,  George   44 

Popula.  of  Bridgeport  230 

Porier,  A.  M  482 

Porter,  .Ashael  479 

Porier.  Betsey.   200 

Porter,  C.  P  341,  371 

Porier,  D.  H  253,  441 

Porter,  David  . .   67 

Porier,  Mrs.  E.  C.  322 

Porter.  Edwin  179,  233,  312 
Porier,  Ellen  -.35,  36,  177 
Porter,  G.  L.. 476,  484,  485 
Porier.  J.  .\L-479,  482,  484 

Porter,  James  461 

Porter,  lessie  253 

Porter,  John   39 

Porter,  Mary    61 

Porier.  O.  F   479 

Porter,  P.  P.   467 

Porter  property. .  24,  25,  26 
Porter's  Rocks  25,  38 
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Porter,  Samuel. 24,  26,  27,  i 
31,  32,  33,  35.  sketch    Sg  | 
Porter,  W.  W.  219,  476,  484 

Post  Office  -  306 

Post,  William   146 

Potter.  G.  C  4S2 

Potter,  Samuel   169 

Potts,  Geo.  H..   459  i 

Powers,  A.  D  471,  479 

Power  Compan_v   205  \ 

Powers,  Dr    369 

Powers,  H.  N  189.  323,  : 

324,  360,  sketch  .--  igo  : 

Powlonich.  Jacob  47g  ■ 

Presbrev,  E.  M.  4S4  ' 

Prescott,  J.  B.  482  j 

Prescott,  O.  L.,  Rev..  Ig3 

Prescott,  William          403  j 

Price,  Geo.  E.  371 

Prime.  Nathaniel   134' 

Prindle,  I.  B   341 

Prindle,  Mis=,  J.  E...  322 

Prindle,  J.  M  4S2 

Prindle,  John  4S2 

Prindle,  Joseph  H.  ..  31 

Prindle,  Joseph  P   I2g 

Prindle,  Josiah  31,  I2g 

Prindle,  L.  C  _  362 

Prindle,  Mordeca..3r,  i2g 

Provost,  Norman  482 

Prudden,  Abigail  336 

Prudden,  Peter   336 

Pullis,  Conrad  _  482 

Pulsifer,  R.  M  303 

Purden,  Patrick  482 

Purdy,  Myron  482 

Putnam,  Israel  403 

Pyle,  H.  H...i8g.  324,  325 
Quien,  Christian. .474, 475 
Quinlan,  Martin. .206,  322 

Quinn,  Christian  482 

Ouinn,  G.  S  479 

Railroads  : — 

Co.,  Bpt.  Horse  ...  330 

Housatonic  34,  231 

Na  igatuck   234 

Parallel  240 

Co.,   W.  Stratford 

Horse   33( 

N.  Y.  &  N.  H   238 

Range,  J.  W   402 

Ray,  Benjamin  33,  igo,  405 

Ray.  C.  W.,  Rev  213 

Raymond,  Geo.  W  482 

Raymond,  S.  F   189 

Raynolds,  David   9 

Raynor,  Menzies  .  362 

Ransom,  Thos.333,33g.34i 
Rawlings,  Chas...473,  4S2 
Read.  D.  M.  137,  217,  327, 
336,  338,  374,  375.  406 
sketch  289,  445 

67 


Read,  D.  M.  &  Co.       2SS  ! 

Read,  Jonathan  445] 

Read,  Moses  F.  445  ' 

Read,  D.  S.  479 

Rebstock,  Wm  482 

Recreation  Hall  35; 

Reddy,  lames  4S5 

Redfield,  Caroline  A.  444 

Reed,  J.  P  _  482  I 

Reemer,  S.  W  _  _  470 

Reid,  John  M.  200 

Reid,  \Villiam.  Rev...  212 

Remer,  Lucelia  .A   303 

Remington,  B.  F   484 

Rennie,  Geo.   419 

Rexington,  Wm   479 

Reynaud,  Gustave  355 

Reynolds,  ].    198 

Rhodes,  J.'   322 

Rice,  F.  A   4S6 

Rich,  Alfred  482 

Richards,  George,  Rev. 

sketch   17S 

Richards,  W.  C,  Rev.  212 

Richardson,  G.  W   2S7 

Richardson,  Geo.. 189,  314 
Richardson.  Jos..  193,  313, 
314 

Richardson,  M.  A.  349,  350 
Richardson,  Marvin. .  19S 
Richardson,  N.  S.  Rev.  213 

Rielly,  John   322 

Riggs,  L.  R   372 

Rinaldi,  Charles  482 

Ring,  Peter  329 

Ripley,  Hezekiah  .31,  158, 
356 

Rippen,  George   353 

Rippen  and  Sturges  .  353 

Rising,  Mary  J  4S6 

Risley,  Mrs    196 

Risley,  Timothy   41 

Ritch,  Curtis  469 

Ritch,  Ralph  321 

Robbins,  George   46S 

Roberts,  George  197 

Roberts,  J.  L  319 

Robertson,  J.  B   235 

Robertson,  (ames  ...  468 

Robertson,  W.  H   484 

Robinson,  James   179 

Robinson,  Susan    362 

Robinson,  W.  W   325 

Rock,  Michael  484 

Rockfeller,  J.  R   355 

Rockwell,  Charles  259 

Rockwell,  Mrs.  J.  E..  402 
Rockwell,  VV.  H.. 303,  339, 
340,  347.  371 

Rodger?,  F.  L  487 

Roe,  lohn   431 

,  Roff,  'H.  C   482 


Rogers,  A ngevi ne .  4S2 
Rogers,  John  F.,  Rev.  206 

Rogers,  William.  214 

Rohrback,  Charles  484 

Romer,  James  H   igg 

Romer,  W.  H   482 

Ronan,  Thomas  324 

Root.  H.  A._  482 

Root,  N.  H   482 

Rope  Walk  63,  122 

Roscoe,  Henry  482 

Rose,  J.J   487 

Rose,  L.  L. .  .472,  479,  484 
Rose,  William,  sketch  42 

Rosenberg,  S.  C  482 

Ross,  B.  F   4S2 

Ross,  Robert  61,  75,81 

sketch  58,  164 

Rossiter,  E    387 

Roih,  E.  H.    297 

Roive,  C.  H   4S2 

Ro.vell,  S.    198 

Rowell,  Valentine   39 

Rowland,  Betty   82 

Rowland.  D.  S   54 

Rowland.  Edward   ig 

Rowland,  Henry  .  .3g,  175 

sketch   54 

Royce,  Elder  .83,  86 

Rubber  Manufacturing  280 

Rugg,  H.  P.  484 

Ruggles,  Elbert  484 

Ruggles,  Julia  200 

Ruggles,  Nathaniel..  52. 

200,  201 

Rumsey,  Abigail   157 

Rumsey,  Benjamin  ..  157 

Rumsev,  Rebecca  157 

Rundel,  T.  J.   367 

Russell,  C.  B  482 

Russell,  C.  H.  ...210,  485 

Russell,  Chester   259 

Russell,  John   ig8 

Russell,  L.  H  345,  4S5 

Russell,  Rev.  Samuel  23 

Russell,  Thomas   482 

Ryan,  Anson  461 

Rvan,  .Archbishop  450 

Ryan,  William  485 

Sacket,  James.   470 

Saddle  Bo.xes   '3 

Saddle  Tree  Manf'g..  2g2 

Saddlery. ._  248-260 

Sage,  W.  F   482 

Saint,  Thomas  260 

Saladee,  Leota  443 

Salt  Works  25.  32.  33 

Sammis,  F.  R...  340 

Sanborne.  N.  B.   372 

Sanchez,  L.  A   372 

Sanford,  Aaron   428 

Sanford,  C.  E  372,  385 
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Sanford,  Mrs.  C.  E...  322 

Sanford,  C.  G   325 

Sanford,  D.  C   434 

Sanford,  E.  G  342 

Sanford,  E.  I   253 

Sanford,  Ebenezer   84 

Sanford,  Elijah   249 

Sanford,  Ezekiel   39 

Sanford,  G.  B  339 

Sanford,  G.  S.  331 

Sanford,  Glover  and 

Sons   --  2S5 

Sanford,  H.  J  238 

Sanford,  H.  S   487 

sketch  --  434 

Sanford,  Henry  .-329,  428 

Sanford,  John  392 

Sanford,  L.  D   365 

Sanford,  Thomas   39 

Sanford,  Zechariah  39 

Sanger,  Joseph  482 

Sanger,  Nicholas   4S2 

Savage,  W.  L  485 

Sawyer,  J.   322 

Saybrook  Platform  15 

Sayre,  John,  Rev   157 

Scarritt,  Charles  482 

Scarritt,  C.  W  213,  472, 

473 

Schaele,  Joseph  A.  Rev. 

207 

Schenck,  General   396 

Schneider,  Michael  -.  482 

Scientific  Society  323 

Scofield,  H.  G  -  325 

Scofield,  Silas   192 

Schonberger,  P.  J   482 

School,  First   367 

School  House  48,  63 

School,  Private     227,  366 

Schools,  Public  214 

School-house,  Toilsome  53 
Schroeder,  Andrew,  Rev. 

187 

Schultz,  Ernest  482 

Schutz,  F.  G. .   469 

Schuyler,  Daniel  .  ..  350 

Schuyler,  G.  L   234 

Schuyler,  Parsons,  Lan- 

don  &  Co   350 

Schuyler,  Robert  .238,  239 

Scott,  Frank   238 

Scranlon,  Alonzo.,..  482 

Seabury,  Bishop  60,  158 

Seagears,  Ed  ward  238 

Seman,  Peter   482 

Secor,  Jerome  B.  Man- 
ufacturing Co..  ...  280 
Sedgwick,  Frederick.  454 

Segee,  B.  M.  ._   259 

Segee,  L.  C.  312 

Segee,  L.  M   189 


!  Segee,  P.  B..iS3,  189,  471,  | 
I  482 

Seeley,  Abel  56,  175  | 

'  Seeley,  Clark  469,  470 

Seeley,  David  V.   169 

Seeley,  Fred.  O...367,  4S5 

Seeley,  H.  B   469 

Seeley,  H.  J.  .   485 

;  Seeley,  Hannah   61 

)  Seeley,  James. .17,  39,  367 

Seeley,  jesse    i68 

'  Seeley,  Joseph  9,  39,  53, 

!  60,  157 

'  Seeley,  L.  .M   469 

'  Seeley,  L.  N   470 

Seeley,  Munson  (67,  468 

Seeley,  Nathan  .  .78,  121, 
131.  241 

Seeley,  Nathaniel   84 

Seelev,  Roswell  ..467,  468 

Seeley,  Schuyler  .  341 

i  Seeley,  Seth  78,  175 

I        sketch   79 

Seeley,  W.  E  329,  339. 

340,  372 

Seeley,  Wm.  K...367,  469, 
I         '  470, 4S7 

Seetch,  Mr.   355 

■  Seevev,  P.  W   4S2 

Selden,  J.  L  482 

I  Selden,  y.  S   485 

I  Selleck.W.  B   366 

j  Seminary,  Hillside  367 

I  Settlers,  early,  in  Strat- 

!     field   40 

\  Setzer,  Henry  374 

\  Seiuing  Machine  Co' s  : — 

i     Howe   270 

'     Wheeler  and  Wilson  260 

!     American  Hand  274 

j     Secor   280 

Sexton,  John   327 

I  Seymour,  E.  W.  487 

!  Seymour,  M.  W..298,  326, 

!  4S7 

Seymour,  W     375 

Shadt.  Henry   485 

Shailer,  C.  M  _-  473 

Shailer,  C.  W   4S2 

Shailer,  Charles   473 

Shailer.  J.  N...   479 

Shanahan,  Timothy  . .  322 

Shanley,  Barney   4S2 

I  Sharpe,  Robert  W   210 

i  Shaylor,  Timoiliv   90 

[  ShefBeld,  J.  E...'.   238 

j  Sheffield,  [oseph   238 

I  Sheffrey,  C.  W   485 

!  Shelton,  C.  E  479,  405 

Shelton,  C.  M..   487 

Shelton,  George  A.  ..  i6r 

Shelton,  H.  T.   487 


Shelton,  Henry  ..18S,  216, 

253.  254.  3-11 

Shelton,  J.  T  326,  344 

Shelton,  Mary  H   448 

Shelton,  Philo,  Rev.  60,  74, 
86,  15S,  316,  sketch  159 

Shelton,  W.  J  448,  449 

Shelton,  W.  R  4S7 

Shelton,  Wm.  160,  161,470 

Shepard,  L.  C.   319 

Shepard,  Nathan   179 

Sheridan,  D.  G  482 

Sheridan,  William  482 

Sherman,  Abijah   168 

Sherman,  B.  L   482 

Sherman,  Benjamin  67.  68 
Sherman,  Charles  179,  199, 
293 

Sherman.  Comfort  .  67 
Sherman,  David  -9,  13,  15, 
17,  18,  19,  39,  50,  53,  54, 
61,  62,  63,  76,  131,  158, 
175,  244.  sketch  49,  54 
Sherman.  Elnathan  ..  19 

sketch   53 

Sherman,  Ellen  . .  ...  89 

Sherman,  Enos   39 

Sherman,  Ephraim  W.  130 
Sherman,  Henr)-..gl,  193, 
372.  457 

Sherman,  I.   463 

Sherman,  I.  &  L   256 

Sherman,  Ira. 51,  130,  174, 
175.  177.  234,  326,  338, 
339,  342,  433 
Sherman.  Isaac. 26,  28,  31, 
32,  38,  50,  56,  78,  90,  125, 
127,  128,  138,  142,  146, 
i6g,  175,  177,  254,  309, 
310,  325,  387,  430 

Recollections  of.  40 

sketch  .-  131 

Sherman,  Jabez   52 

Sherman,  L.  B   469 

Sherman,  L.  W   482 

Sherman,  Lewis  .  319 

Sherman,  Mary   168 

Sherman,  Marv  B.  433 

Sherman,  Matthew  6,  g,  13, 
49.  131 

Sherman,  Mercy   13 

Sherman.  Nathan  242 

sketch   91 

Sherman,  Nathaniel  68,  69 

Sherman,  O.  W   gl 

Sherman,  R.  M.  ..138,  444 
Sherman,  Roger  M...  147 
Sherman,  Sam'l.54,  67,  68, 

71,  457,   sketch   70 

Sherman,  Seih  130,  175 

sketch   62 

Sherman,  Sterling  128,  256 
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■  Sherman,  Silas  43,  89,  130, 
t68 

Sherman,  Theophilus  67 

Sherman,  Timothy   68 

Sherman,  Tom   S3 

Sherman,  Wilbur  23S 

Sherman,  William.gi,  130 

Sherwood,  A.  E  467 

Sherwood,  Andrew  48 

Sherwood,  Ann  465 

Sherwood.  Capt  .  12S 

Sherwood,  Chas.-226,  227, 
369.  457,  467.  4S7 

Sherwood,  David  14,  73. 

169,  176,  196,  197,  375 

sketch    73 

Sherwood,  E.  G.  482 

Sherwood,  E.  J.  474 

Sherwood,  Elizabeth.  16 

Sherwood,  Fanny   73 

Sherwood,  Gurdon   55 

Sherwood,  H.  E   479 

Sherwood,  John  9.  39,84,  S5 

and  Indian  Cham  p' 11 77 

sketch    86 

Sherwood,  Lemuel  175 

sketch.    73 

Sherwood,  Lucius  372 

Sherwood,  Mary  13.87 

Sherwood,  ^Lu^hew.9,  39. 

77.  176 

Sherwood.  Xailianiel .  39 

sketch   55 

Sherwood,  Philemon.  465 

Sherwi.od's  Point   go 

Sherwood,  S.  B   432 

Sherwood.  Sam'l  17,  18,90 

sketch   53 

Sherwood,  Seeley   80 

Sherwood.  Starr  405 

Sherwood.  W".  C  279 

Sherwood,  \V.  L.  .  323 

Shipman,   134 

Shipping& Shipmast'rs  144 

Shipyard  .   29 

Shipyard.  S.  Burroughs'  65 

Shipyard,  Nicliols'   69 

Shirley,  Harriet          -  446 

Shirley,  Hugh  446 

Shirlej-,  Wrn   402 

Shonenberger,  P   482 

Shultz,  F.  G   469 

Shumwav,  S.  C   482 

Sideil,  C.V   241 

Silk  Co.    291 

Silliman,  Cyrus  ..198,  243 

Silliman,  D.  G   482 

Silliman,  E.   372 

Silliman,  Gen.  G.  S.  .  90 

Silliman,  Joseph  467 

Silliman,  L.  B.    .  372 

Silliman,  L.  G  470 


Silliman,  Levi  168 

Silliman,  Nathaniel..  79 
Silliman,  Robert,  Rev.  23 

Simmons,  F.  W   372 

I  Simmons.  Ichabod  202 

I  Simons,  Sam'l  233,  308, 

I  326,  341,  4S5 

I  Simpson,  John    4S2 

j  Singer,  L  -M  ^  265 

I  Sistare,  Mrs.  Geo.  K.  402 

:  Sizer,  F.  W   198 

Skidmore,  ].  W.  .  300 

I  Skidmore,  P.  H..189,  299. 

i  324.  339 

j  Skidmore,  Theodore.  470 
j  Skinner,  Louis  .  .....  213 

Skinner,  NVL..  _  356 

j  Slade.  Abner.  436 

j  Slade. Clarissa(French)  436 

I  Slade,  Joe!  436 

j  Slade,  L.  M  -327,  4S7 

I        sketch   436 

!  Slade,  Miss   367 

Slatiery,  John   4S2 

I  Slaughter  House   33 

I  Slocum,  Barnum  485 

I  Sloss,  John  .  23 

Smedel.  Frederick...  479 

Smedley,  Sam'l  .134,  155, 
316 

Smend.  Maurice  482 

Smith,  A.  J  - .  485 

Smith,  .Abram  S   201 

Smith  &  Barlow  346 

Smith.  Bela   198 

Smith,  Bennett   .  482 

Smith,  C.  L   485 

Smith.  Daniel   199 

Smith,  E.  C..303,  339,  340, 
346  i 

Smith,  E.  W.    2S1  f 

Smith,  E.  D   468  j 

Smith,  Edward   470 ' 

Smith  &  Egge  Mfg.  Co.  351  ; 

Smith.  F.  C   357  , 

Smith,  F.  W.  306,  310,  351,  t 
352  i 

Smith.  Fitch   _  .  258 

Smith,  Frederick  485 

Smith,  Friend  W.,  Jr.  487 

Smith,  G.  B  46S,  469 

Smith,  Geo.  W  356,  482 

Smith,  H.  B.  300 

Smith,  H.  H   475,  485 

Smith,  H.  M   259 

Smith,  H.  W  303,  346 

Smith  &  Hawley   348  ' 

Smith,  Horace  303.346 

Smith,  J.  H  485  ' 

Smith.  J.  M  -  -  -  197 

Smith,  J.  P. ..475.  476,  485 
Smith,  James,  Rev.  204, 


Smith,  John.   39 

Smith,  John  S  18S,  189 

Smith,  josiah   65 

Smith,  Justin,  sketch.  44 
Smith  ^L^tson  M.,  Rev. 

sketch  .   177 

Smith,  .Mehiiable   87 

Smith,  Monson   468 

Smith,  O.  C   374 

Smith,  Peter  A.,  Rev.  206 

Smith,  S.  F..  358 

Smith,  S.  H   202 

Smith,  S.  N   482 

Smith,  S.  R   449 

Smith,  Sarah  B  ..  358 

Smith,  Sheldon  ..129.  140, 
248,  258 

Smith  &  Stratton   33 

Smith.  T.  P   4S5 

Smith.  T.  T   4S2 

Smith,  Theodore  482 

Smith,  W.  D.  H   482 

Smith,  W.  E   207 

Smith,  \V.  H   479.  482 

Smith,  \V.  J   321 

Smith.  W.  "SI.  292,  374 

Smith,  William  39,212 

Sneathan.  Nicholas  ..  197 

Snow,  J.  B.  _  372 

Snow,  L.  E   479 

Snyder.  Michael  482 

Societies  .— 

St.  Mary's  T.  .\.  B..  322 
Father  Matthew  T. 

A.  B  322 

St.  Patrick'sT.  A.  B.  322 

Scientific    323 

Philomalhean  372 

Soldiers'  Aid  . .  334 

Stratfield  i,  6,  7,  S,  10,  11, 
12 

Petition  for   8 

Signers  to   g 

Somers,  G.  E  2S2,  325 

Sons  of  Temperance  -  321 

Soules,  B.  189,  375 

Southmayd,  Mr   250 

Southward,  Robert  168 

Southworth,  Robert..  63 

Spagle,  Jacob  482 

Spall,  G.  H   47r; 

Spaulding,  Asa   133 

Speer,  C.  W  4S2 

Speer.  Frederick  482 

Speidle.  J.  M.  471,  479,  485 

Spencer.  W.  R  479 

Sperry,  E.  N    350 

Sperry,  J.  B   235 

Spinning.  Charles  470 

Spinning.  Elijah  C...  169 

Spinning,  S.  B   479 

Spirit  of  the  Times  _.  356 
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Spooner,  Clapp..i8g,  323, 
325,  329,  341,  345.  374 

Spring  Co  303,  347 

Spring,  Dr.  .   59 

Sproulls,  S.  E  254,  255 

Squires,  Edgar   4S2 

Squires,  G.  D   470 

Squires,  Samuel  .  131 

Squires,  \Vm.   469 

St.  John,  Benj  4S2 

St.  John,  E.  A  372 

St.  John's  Lodge  315 

St.  Mary's  T.  A.  B. 

Society   322 

St.  Patrick's  T.  A.  B. 

Society   322 

Stagg,  Henry  479,  4S5 

Standard  Card  &  Paper 

Co   291 

Standard,  Republican  356 

Stanley,  H.  D.   303 

Staples,  E.  J   345 

Staples,  Elizabeth  .. .  446 
Staples,  Earnest  L.  4?7 

Staples,  Frank  T   446 

Staples,  G.  A  471,  472, 

474.  476,  479.  4S5 
Staples,  Hezekiah  —  446 
Staples,  Jas..2i4,  216,  331, 
375.  446 

Staples,  Seth  P.   134 

Starling,  Jacob  . .  39 

Statue  of  E.  Howe,  Jr.  334 

Stead,  Henry   199 

Steamboat  Co.'s..i46.  147 

Stebbins,  E.  A   471 

Stebbins,  E,  N   470 

Stebbins.  Rev..  _  316 

Steele,  Allen,  Rev   202 

Sterling,  Jesse  30,  31 

Sterling,  Sherwood  -  -  333, 
341.  342 

Sterling,  Miss  .^nnie.  323 

Sterling,  C.  F   391 

Sterling,  Clarence  323 

Sterli.ig,  Abijah  55,  447 

sketch   61 

Sterling,  Clarence  22;,  369 
Sterling,  Daniel .  83,  146, 
169,  216,  217,  325,  337, 
344.  345.  447.  463 

sketch  -  83 

Sterling,  David  50,  58,  128, 

130,  139.  16S,  169.  293 

Sterling,  E  346 

Sterling,  E,  I   254 

Sterling.  E.  W   365 

Sterling  Edward.. 90.  216, 

304,  323,  340,  342,  365 
Sterling,  Mrs.  Edw'd-  323 

Sterling,  Geo  143,  179, 

183,  341 


Sterling,  H.  S   372 

Sterling,  Hannah  (Jud- 

son)  _.  447 

Sterling,  Henry   371 

Sterling,  J.  W   345 

Sterling,  Jacob  447 

sketch  ._6r,  64 

Sterling,  Jesse. 34.  50,  141, 

179,  233.  307,  310,  312, 

3S7 

Sterling.  Legrand   169 

Sterling,  Leonard   323 

Sterling,  ^Lary   50 

Sterling,  S.  S  469 

Sterling,  Sherwood. 58,  78, 
179.  183.  325.  326,  372 
Sterling,  Stephen  _.  53,  447 
Sterling,  Sylvaiuis  .30,  63, 

135,   l6q'.  175,  176,  177, 

256 

Sterling,  Sylvester. . 50,  5! 
Sterling,  T.  H.  _  _ .  . .  4S2 

Sterling,  Thomas   1S3 

Sterling,  W.  G   447 

Stevens,  Benj   259 

Stevens,  C.  W.  4S5 

Stevens,  F.  H  259,  319 

Stevens.  F.  S   462 

Stevens,  F.  W   208 

Stevens,  H .   372 

Stevens,  H.  G   485 

Stevens,  H.  W.  -.473,  474, 


Stevens,  Henry 


485 
39.  475. 
476,  485 

 471 

479 


Stevens,  |.  G. 

Stevens,  J.  G.  _  _  _ _  , 

Stevens,  Peter   39 

Stevens,  W.  W   485 

Stevenson,  H.  C.   440 

I  Stevenson,  John   469 

I  Stevenson,  L.  S  .  448 

I  Stevenson,  Lucy  T...  448 

:  Stevenson,  M.  B   448 

Stevenson,  W.  G   448 

I  Stevenson,  \V.  H.  239,  44S, 

:  4S7 

Stevenson,  W.  S. .  .  448 

Steward,  Aurelius  324 

Stewart,  G.  C.  475,  476, 

i  477.  485 
Stewart,  H.  M.,  Rev..  18,9 
Stillman,  Benj.  70,  242,  469 
Stillman,  H.  W  _  468 

;  Stillman.  J.  J.  468 

Stillman,  T.  \V.  469 

'  Stillman,  Thomas  468 

Stillman,  VV   341 

;  Stillman,  W.  M  243 

Stillnian,  Wyllys.169,  242, 

I        '  '243 


Stillson,  Miss  lane  454 
Stocking, C.H.W.,  Rev.  193 

Stocking,  Davis   199 

Stock  well,  G.  P._.337,  33S 
Sioddard,  Good  win  327,487 

Sioddaro,  H.  B.  482 

Stoddard,  Thomas   39 

Stone.  Miss  A.  J   367 

Stone,  T-  E   303 

Store,  Old  Yellow  ...  128 

Storrs,  Dann   172 

Sturrs,  Delia   172 

Storrs,  R.  S.,  Rev.  182,  212 

Stotper,  A.  \V   482 

Stougliton,  Wm   402 

Stowe,  David  245 

Stowe,  Jerah   245 

Stowell,  G.  E.  -.  479 

Stowell,  H.  C,  Rev.  .  193 

Strange,  Joseph  482 

Strasburger,  Joseph-.  4S5 
Stratfield,  earl y  settlers  40 
Strattield  Society  i,  6,  7,  3, 
10,  1 1 

Stratton,  C.  S.   378 

Stratton,  J.  H   479 

Stratton,  Legrand  479 

Stratton,  S.  B   468 

Stratton,  S.  E   37S 

Stratton,  S.  L  468 

I  Stratton,  Samuel. 188,  345 
Stratton,  Sherwood  ..  468 
Street,  G.  L  482 

I  Street,  State   121 

Streets  of  Bridgeport.  124 

i  Strickland,  Erwin  374 

[  Strong,  Emory  F.  219,  366, 

'  371 

Strong,  Joseph   20 

sketch   58 

Stony  Point   139 

Strong,  Win   432 

Sturges,  Albert   27 

Sturges,  H.  L  471,  479 

Sturges,  Isaac--26,  27,  89, 
487 

Sturges,  Jeremiah  344 

Sturges,  lonathan   [33 

Sturges,  Joseph  P. .26,  27, 
89,  i6g 

Sturges,  Lewis. 26,  89,  168 
Sturges,  Mary   27 

.  Sturges,  Porter  27,  34 

Sturges  &  Smith..  .. .  169 
Sturges,  T.  B.,  Rev, .27,  89 
Sullivan.  John  8.-206,325 

Summers,  Charity   59 

Summers,  Daniel   73 

Summers,  David  .   39 

Summers,  H.mn.ih   81 

Summers,  Henry  2,  39 

I  Summers,  Jabez,  sketch  61 


I! 

if: 
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Summers,  John   39 

Summers,  Nathan   39 

Summers,  Samuel  9,  39 

Summers,  Stephen  60,  126, 

141,  143.  sketch   73 

Sumner,  E.  Stewart-.  487 

Sumner,  S.  B  4S5.  4S7 

Sumner,  Mrs.  S.  B.  323 

Sun  --  362 

Sutphen,   256 

Suiter,  Jacob   32 

Swain,  John..   356 

Swan,  Benj.  L.,  Rev.  .  iSl 

Swan,  Samuel   387 

Swan,  W.  B.   259 

Sweet,  J.  H  4S5 

Swinscoe,  G.  E.  482 

Swords  &  Stillson   34S 

Swords.  Wm.  F.   348 

Sykes,  Oliver  197,  198 

Synnoti,  T.  J.,  Rev...  205, 

217,  219,  sketch  —  450 

Tack  Mfg.  .-  2S6 

Tackerburg,  J.   igg 

Talcott.  Lucy   170 

Tallmadge,  A.  M.  327,487 

Tallman.  J.  C.  374 

Taylor,  Abijah  469 

Taylor,  Bnyard   191 

Taylor,  Edw.ird  470 

Taylor,  F.  B   48 5 

Taylor,  Fitch   4(37 

Taylor,  I.  S...  483 

Taylor,  J.  G  469 

Taylor,  Joshua   197 

Taylor  &  Joyce   343 

Techner,  St.  Cl.iir   483 

Teeple,  G.  M.  485 

Telegraph,  American  356 
Terriff.  Holland  H.  354 

Terry,  Captain  ..  33 

Thatcher,  Daniel  169.  344, 
345 

Thatcher,  William   197 

Thayer,  E.  A.  372 

Thimcnnier.  Barthol- 

omy..   261 

Thomas,  J.  L   415 

Thomas,  Noble  W   197 

Ihomas,  W.  B  244,  467 

Thompson,     133 

Thon)pson,  Alexander, 

Rev    182 

Thompson,  Curtis   342, 

372,  4S7,  sketch...  454 
Thompson.  D.  W  213,337 

Thompson,  David  454 

Thompson,  Dwight..  325 
Thompson,  Edmund.  4S5 
Thompson,  Eii  33.  63,  193, 
257,  259,  318 
Thotnpson,  F.  H   372 


i  Thompson,  G.  S...  4S5 

Thompson,  George  . .  454 
Thompsoii,  Gideon  33,  42, 
i6q,  31S,  341,  467 
Thompson,  Hettie  A.  252 
Thompson,  Isaac      .  133 

.Thompson,  J.  A.  479 

Thompson,  J.  M.  128,  169, 
253 

Thompson,  J.  \V..47g,  4S5 
Thompson,  Jeduthan  46S 

Thompson,  John.   454 

;  Thompson, Joseph253, 326, 

I  341.  345 

Thompson,  Langdon 

'     &  Co  —  279 

Thompson,  Lucy  A. 
(Curtis)  454 

;  Thompson,  ^L^ria   362 

Thompson.  Mirable.-  454 
Thompson, Mrs.  Nellie  321 

Thompson,  Rev.  402 

Thompson,  Richard 362 

Thompson,  Wni.  468 

Thorborne,  R   179 

Thornton,  lohn  ..  483 

Thorp,  C.  H...  _  314 

Thorp,  Joel  119,  465 

Thorp,  Levi.   87 

'  Thorp,  Nathaniel   87 

Thorpe.  Samuel  485 

:  Thrall,  Geo.  E.,  Rev..  189 
Thrall,  Geo.  S,,  Rev._  209 
Thumb,  Tom,  sketch.  378 

i  Tilton,  Albert   4S2 

:  Tisdale,  Dr   485 

Titus.  Samuel   igo 

Toby's  Wharf   122 

Todd,  Ambrose  393 

Toilsome  Hill  Road  .  3 

,  Toiles,  A.  A..  237 

Tomlin,  Charles  238 

Tomlinson,  Agur  425 

:  Toirdinson,  Amv  (Cur- 
tis)   455 

Tomlinson,  Caleb   468 

i  Tomlinson,  Daniel  145 

Tomlinson,  F.  D.  485 

!  Tomlinson,  Gideon..  233 

'  Tomlinson,  M.  H.  1S9 

'  Tomlinson.  Melinda  .  425 
Tomlinson,  O.  R   4S2 

j  Tomlinson,  Russell..  18S, 

;     1S9.  327.  337.  339-  340, 

353,  sketch    .   455 

Tomlinson,  Mrs.  Rus. 

sell    323 

Tomlinson.  S  ..  346 

Tomlinson,  S.  R.    189 

Toiiilinson,  Stephen.  238, 

i  243,  246,  353,  456 

1  Tomlinson,  William  .  455 


Tomlinson,Wood&Co.353 

Tompkins,  N.  W   197 

Tongue,  E.  M   485 

Toquei,  B.  H.   . .  479 

Toucey  C.  E.  372 

Towne,  y.  G.    372 

Towne,  jos.  H.,  Rev. 

skelch  ._  177 

Townsend,     133 

Townsend,  Elihu  238 

Townsend,  Richard  H.  187 

Tracy,  G.  F.  310,  326 

Training  Ground 

sketch    76 

Treadwell,  .Abigail  13 
Tredwell,  Benjamin.  39 
Tredwell,  Deborah. .  39 
Treadwell,  Edward.. g,  39 
Treadwell,  Hezekiah.  39 

Tredwell,  Jacob   39 

Treadwell.  Josiah 

sketch   52 

Treadwell.  O.  W   4S2 

Treadwell,  Oliver  473 

Treadwell,  Prof   271 

Treadwell,  Robert   45 

Treadwell,  Ruth   13 

Tredwell,  Samuel   39 

sketch   52 

Tredwell,  Zechari.\h . .  39 
■  Treat,  A.  S..287,  314,  327, 
330,  371,487.  sketch  457 
Treat,  Almira  (Sher- 
man)   457 

,  Treat,  Daniel  A   457 

I  Treat,  Gideon   457 

i  Treat.  Horace..  485 

j  Treat,  John  457 

Treat,  [oseph  457 

Treat,  M.  A.    468 

Treat,  Mary  C  459 

I  Treat,  Richard  457 

I  Treat,  Robert  457 

I  Tree,  O.  F.,  Rev.  203 

1  Trowbridge.  Anne   21 

I  Trowbridge,  John   21 

I  Trowbridge,  [oseph  .  17 
I  Trowbiidge,  S.imuel  .  39 

I  Trubee,  David  341,  374 

i  Trubee.  Sam'l  C  .330,  342, 
344  345.  371 

1  Trubee,  .Andrew  446 

i  Truby,  Sarah  (Turney)  446 

i  Truck  Street  57,  76,  80 

j  Trueman,  Thos.  .   238 

!  Tucker,  John  468 

i  Tuckerman,  .Mr..  Rev.  203 

j  Tupler,  Susannah   200 

!  Tupper,  J.  F   479 

j  Turner.  .Aaron  .  ..  377 

j  Turney.  Alfred  467 

I  Turney,  Ann  200 
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Turney,  C.  A  46S 

Turney.  J,  M  -  4S2 

Turnev,  Jonnh   39 

Turney,  L.  M   4S5 

Turney,  Levi  . .  467 

Turne_v,  Lewis  468 

Turne)-.  Mr.   52 

Turney,  Pollv  200 

Turney,  Robert  39,  46S 

Turney,  Ruth  200 

Turney,  Setii   200 

Tu rne\-,  Sihis   200 

Tuttle.  Asnhel   133 

Tuttle,  Johnston  467 

Tutlle,  Mori  is  372,  4S7 

Tiveedy,  Reuben-. 30,  146, 
241.  345 

Tweedy,  Samuel.  341 

Tweedy,  Smith  31,  24T,  309, 
310,  326,  341,  42S 

Twining,  A.  C   238 

Tyler,  Jos  475,  476,  4S5 

Tyrrell,  Horniio   4S2 

Underhill,  G.  E  _  4'79 

Ufford,  Caih.irine  200 

Ufford,  D.wid   42 

Ufford,  Elij.th   133 

Union  Metallic  Cart- 
ridge Co   303 

Universalist  Society  .  362 
Uschmaii,  Frederick.  4S5 
Vail.    Franklin  Y. 

sketch   172 

Valentine.  Geo   4S3 

Van  Antwerp,  Edwin  250 

Van  Dewcrken  _  440 

Van  Gasbeck,  \Vm.._  4S5 
Van  Keuren,  L.  N.  i8g,  330 

Van  York,  W.  T   324 

Vandervort,  Peter  253 

Vans,  j.  R   483 

Varnish  Co   301 

Vessels,  Coasting   126 

View,  Peter    123 

Vredenl)urg,  O.  B  483 

Wade,  Crosby  &  Co..  257 
Wade,  Geo. . .  169,  241.  242, 
3  to 

Wade,  Munson  256 

Wade,  Nathaniel  30,  60, 

1^9.  345 

Wade.  Patrick  357,  485 

Waite,  H.  E   4S5 

Wakeiy,  Abigail   13 

Wakelee,  Abel,  Capi.  42 

Wakley,  C.  H  201,  46S 

Wakelee,  Charles. 42,  467 
Wakelee,  Charles  G..  200 

Wakelee.  Henry   21 

Wakeiy,  Isr.iel   39 

Wakelev,  Jacob   9 

Wakeiy,  Jonathan   39 


Wakeiy,  Joseph   39 

Wakeiy,  Nathaniel   39 

Wakelee,  Sam'l,  sketch  46 

Waklee,  Susan   200 

Wakelee,  Walker   42 

Wakelee,  Zebulon   46 

sketch  . .  47 

Wakeman,   Benjamin  21  r 

\Vakeman,  Jessup  134 

Wakeman,  Sam'l,  Rev.  7 

Wakeman,  W.  J  4S6 

j  Waldemere   3S4 

I  Waldo,  Cornel iu s  359 

;  Waldo,  Geo.  C...1S9,  217, 

2:9.  323.  357,  359.  403. 

4S5,  sketch   359 

Waldo,  Mrs.  Geo.  C  402 

Waldo.  J.  C   359 

Waldo,  Maturin  B   360 

Waldo,  Peier   -^sg 

Waldo,  Rosalie  H   360 

Waldo,  Selden  C   360 

Waldo,  Tlinmas  3^9 

Wales,  F.  W.   472 

Wales,  I.  F   479 

Wales,  S.  H  .339,340 

Wales,  W.  H   4S3 

Wales  Wheel  Co   304 

Walker,  Betsey. .335,  336 

Walker,  D.  S. '  483 

Walker,  Jacob   70 

Walker,  James   335 

sketch   91 

Walker,  Mildridge,  Rev. 

214 

Walker,  Robert  67,  gi,  92, 
122,  123,  335,  336 

Walker,  Thomas  321 

Walker,  W.  \V....472.  483 

Walker,  Zechariah   11 

Wallace,  Dr    206 

Wallace,  Richard   4S3 


Waller,  G.  B. 

Waller,  T.  >L  . 
Walschilger,  H. 
Walsh.  W.  N.  .. 
Walters,  Geo.  . . 


■33'.  339. 

340,  342 
.360,  449 

 4^3 

 485 

.319,  389 
Ward,  Benj.  W.  , .  ..  469 
Ward,  Chauncey .200,  250, 
257,  25S 

Ward,  E.  T..   485 

Ward,  Edw.ird  173.  483 

Ward.  Eugene  \-jb,  485 

Ward,  Heiuv    134 

Ward.  L.ydia323,  366,  367, 
368,  462 

Ward,  S.  C...323.  366.  367 

Ward.  Thomas   63 

Ward,  Wm   .  46S 

Wardwcll,  D.  \\  372 

Ware,  Thomas   197 


Warner,  A.  H   183 

Warner,  B.  E.,  Rev...  1S9 

Warner  Bros   275 

Warner,  F.  J   485 

Warner,  G.  W  369,  433, 

455.  4^7 

Warner,  L  De  Verge,  276. 

277.  372,  374 

Warner,  L.  C.  277 

Warner,  L.  F  479,  483 

Warner,  Levi   487 

Warner,  P.  D   4S3 

Warren,  Alanson   269 

Warren,  E.  C   I7g 

Warren,  F.  L.  ..-474.  475. 

47t'.  477.  4S5 
Warren,  Joseph.  .402,  403 

Warren,  Lavinia  3S3 

Warren,  S.  P   4S5 

Warren, T.  B.  325,  340,  374 

Washbu rn,  E.   igS 

Washburn,  J  H   313 

Washington  Council .  318 
Washington,  General  57 
Washington,  Geo.  137,402 
Waterbury,  Chas.  237,  25g, 
470 

Waterbury,  I.  W.  ...  4S3 
Waterman,  Elijah  133,  171, 

175.  312,  366,  sketch  169 
Waterman,  Nehemiah  l6g 
Waterman,  Rev. ..170,  171 
Waterman,  Thos.  T., 

Rev.,  sketch.. .171.  172 
Waters,  D.  R.  475.  479.  4*3 

Waikins.  Ephraim  123 

Watk inson,  Samuel . .  133 

Wairous,  A.  A.   4S3 

Watrous,  B.  E   4*3 

Watson,     37 

Waison,  E.  J   4^3 

Watson  Iron  Works. .  2g6 
Watson,  T.  L.  ...253,  374, 

375,  sketch   459 

Watson,  W.  L   459 

Wand,  Ann  M   173 

Waud,  NLarmaduke..  178 

Waugh,  C.  H  -  372 

Wavne,  General   139 

Weaver.  Stephen  472,  483 

We  I ver's  Shop   32 

Webster.  Eliza  S.  228 

Webster.  Noah   22S 

Weed.  .Alexander  483 

Weed,  Geo,  L  443 

Weeks,  Smith   197 

Weicht,  W.  H....474.  475. 

476,  485 

Welch,  F.  M.  485 

Welln.gton,  Wm   4S5 

Wells,  A,  S   2go 

Wells,  Abigail.   13 


13 

I!? 
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Wells,  Amanda   362 

Wells,  C.  H.    472 

Wells,  C.  S  --472,  4S3 

Wells,  Chas  -.  259 

Welles,  D.  W  41 

Weils,  E.  H  259,  260 

Wells,  1.  E..-   4S3 

Wells,  j.  F   302 

Welles,  JeJediah 

sketch.   S7 

Welles,  John   41 

Wells,  L.  W.,  Rev,...  194 

Wells,  Marietta   200  | 

Wells,  .Mary  200  i 

Wells,  Mrs..  195,  196  i 

Wells,  O.  B...  4S5  1 

Wells,  Phebe  454 

Wells,  Sam'l...6,  9.  21,  39  \ 

sketch    41 

Wells,  Sarah   26' 

Wells,  Seymour   454  ' 

Wells,  Stephen  53,  200  | 

Welles,  Thos.  .41,  87,  133, 
454 

Welles'  Tongue  29,  41 

Wells,  W.  VV  469,  470 

Wcntworth,  A.  J   307 

Wentworih,  N.  L   403 

Wentwonh,  W.  L.  4S3 

Werner,  Henry  483 

Wessels,  John  L.  226,  325, 
341.  345 

Wessels,  W.  H   375 

West,  D.  J   4S3 

West  India  trade  126,  127, 
129,  130 

Westcott,  E.  G   375 

Westrick,  Daniel  483 

Wetmore,  J.  G   235 

Wetmore,  Prosper   30 

sketch    129 

Wetmore,  Robert   30 

Whaling  Co.  ._   145 

Wharf   144-5 

Wharf,  Lockwood's..  122 

Wha  I,  Toby's  122,  123 

Wharfs    125 

Wharion,  G.  M   363 

Wheel  &  Wood  Bend- 
ing Co  303,  346 

Wheeler,  Alexander.  187, 
357,  359 

Wheeler,  Ann  200 

Wheeler.  Anne  _.  13 

Wheeler,  Benj,  19,  16S, 

i6g,  341.  sketch   42 

W^heeler,  C.  B  372 

Wheeler,  D.  C.   296 

Wheeler,  D.  O.  ..326,  341, 
467 

Wheeler,  David  34,  35, 

169,  247,  315 


Wheeler,  Dwight  296 

Wheeler,  Ebenezer  39.  247, 
319 

Wheeler,  Ephraim   9 

Wheeler.  Ezra  43,  467,  46S 
Wheeler,  Fitch  179,303,4^6 

Wheeler.  George   179 

Wheeler,  Geo.  \V.  ...  4S7 
Wheeler.  Hezekiah 

sketch   43 

Wiieeler.  Isaac  6,  9,  13,  39 

42,  43,   sketch   41 

Wheeler,  J.  M..  .336,  338 

Wheeler,  James  4S3 

Wheeler.  John  9,  39,  52, 

1S9,  214 

Wheeler,  John  M.  .  _ .  137 

Wheeler,  joseph   13 

Wheeler.  I ulia  . .  42 

Wheeler,  Slastet  53,  63 

Wheeler,  Mercy   13 

Wheeler,  Mr   447 

Wheeler,  Mrs.  195,  196 

Wheeler,  Nathaniel  _ .  26, 
133,  217,  219.  239,  251, 
314,  323.  327.  331.  333, 
339,  342,  374,  375,  3S3. 

390,  sketch  263 

Wheeler,  Philo  C   169 

Wheeler,  R.  E.  340 

Wheeler,  T.  N  4S3 

Wheeler,  Thomas   g 

Wheeler,  Timothy  ..9,  39. 

42,  60,  157,  [58 

Wheeler,  W.  H  485 

Wheeler,  W.  L  469 

Wheeler   &  Wilson 

Mfg.  Co   260 

Whitacus,  Sarah.   14 

White  &  Bradley   353 

White,  Dyer   134 

White,  E.  L.   281 

White,  M.  H  479,  485 

White  Mfg.  Co   353 

White,  Nicholas   199 

White,  Norman   177 

White,  Robert  J. .369,  371 
White,  Thos.  P.  &  Co.  353 
Whitefield,  Geo..  Rev.  84 
Whitfield,  Geo.,  Rev..  24 
Whiting,  Miss  E.  B.  .  366 
Whiting,  F.  H....374.  4S5 

Whiting,  I,  H  190,  323 

Whiting,  R.  T.   i8g 

Whiting,  Roswell   468 

Whiting,  Seymour  470 

Whiting,  W!  H  _  485 

Whitmore  Capt   76 

Whitmore,  Prosper..  128 

Whitmore,  Robert  128 

Whitney  Brothers  211 

Whitney,  C.  H  483 


Whitney,  G.  B  325,  357 

Whitne)-.  J.  D   302 

Whiiny,  Richard   39 

Whittaker,  L  _  4S5 

Wliitteiuore,  J.  H.  290 

Wilbur,  M.  D  4S3,  487 

Wicks,  E   169 

Widows'  Relief  Soc.  .  51 

Wigwams    3 

Wilcox,  A.  E   372 

Wilcox,  Catharine 

(Barry)  ....   455 

Wilcox,  Ephraim 

sketrh   91 

Wilcox,  James  455 

Wilcox,  Mary  L  455 

Wdcox,  Rev    402 

Wilcoxson,  -Albert  454 

Wilcox  sun,  Ephraim  J.  1 34 

^Vilcoxson,  W.  B.   485 

Wilcoxson,  Walter  ..  454 

Wildman,  Wm.  C   4S7 

Wilev.  Father  450 

:  Wilkins,  Lemuel  469 

i  Will,  Charles   257 

:  Willard,  O.  J   349 

Willett,  C.  R   374 

Willey,  Junius  M.,  Rev.  162 

Williams,  Ammon  362 

Williams,  Bishop   213 

Williams,  C.  E._-474,  485 

Williams,  C.  F   374 

Williams,  E.  G   281 

Williams,  Dr  425 

Williams,  G.  E  485 

Williams,  L,  C. .  322 

Williams,  Oiiva  .  362 

Williams,  Rt.  Rev.  J.  192, 
193 

Williams,  W.  H   319 

Willis,  O.  B.,  Rev....  214 

Willis,  Olym pia  363 

Wilmot,  F.  M  472,  483 

Wilmot,  H.  S   353 

Wilmot  &  Hobbs  Mfg. 

Co   292 

Willoughby,  M.  V....  483 
Wilmot.  Sam'l  235,  314.331 
Wilmot,  S.  R.  176,  2S2,  292 
Wilmot,  Mrs.  S.  R.  ..  322 

Wilson,  A.  B   -60 

sketch   268 

Wilson,  Albert   78 

Wilson,  Chas   374 

Wilson,  F.  M  iSo,  486 

Wilson,  J.  M.  ...319,  326 

Wilson,  James  331 

Wilson,  James  A.  _.  ,  487 
W'ilson.  John  S.,  Rev.  20g 
Wilson,  Parsons  &  Co.  350 

Wilson,  Robert   47g 

Wilson,  Sarah   87 
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Wilson,  Schllyler^S:  Co.  350   Wood,  l-eonard             183  Wordin,  Samuel 168,  l6g 

Wilson,  W.  H  443   Wood,  Siierman  470   Wordin,  Svlvanus  485 

Winchoier,  O.  F          265   Wood,  T,  K.   4S3    Wordin.  Wm  167,  464 

Windsor,  George  299   Wood,  T.  W    362  sketch   46 

Windsor,  J.  B                299  |  Wood.  Thr, mas             4S3  Wren,  P.  W._2i  7,  325,  327 

Wing.  Chas  _    go  j  Wood  bridge.  M  r.  41 1,  412  sketch   466 

Winghofer,  Bernard  .  226  !  Woodbridge.  lohn.  Rev.        Wrigiit,  A.S   442 

Winslow,  E.  W.  4S5  I         skeich..'.   17^    Wright,  G.  W   483 

Winslow,  H.  T   372  j  Woodruff,  G.  P  269   Wright,  J.  W   486 

Winton,  A.  L.  208.  240.  361  I  Woods,  Dr....   180   Wright,  Phebe  E   442 

sketch   460  !  Woodward,  Thos..3i,  l63    Wright.  S.  H   .j85 

Winton.  Chas  ..  4S6  1  Woolly  Horse  377    Wright,  Stephen  476 

Winton,  J.  H.  468,469!  Wooster.  Albert  M...  487  Wrigiit,  Wm..go,  129,  140, 

Wisner,  Albert              213  1  Wooster,  David             20S  250,  256,  258,  388 

Witherali,  E.  S   4S3  j  Wooster,  Miss   55  skeich  249 

Witherill,  Catharine  .  200  1  Woolen,  Mrs.  Sarah  _  321    Wurtz,  C.  F.     -  .  483 

Woblsev,  Elijah   197  |  Worcester, Command'r  477    Vates,  Geo.  W   366 

Wolcott.  Henr>'  ....    16   Worcester,  Dan'l  475,  476,    V.  M.  C.  A..   371 

Wolcott,  Miss   3671  4S5    Young,  Betsey   60 

Wolcoit,  Sarah   16  j  Word,  Samuel   134   Yellow  Mill.   91 

Wolsey,  E                    198  I  Wordin,   Ann   (Sher-  Young,  Dan'l  .30.  126,  317 

Woman's  C.  T.  U         322  j     wood)    461    Young,  E.G..  469 

Wood,  A.  N                    373  I  Wordin,  Chas.           .  470  Young.  F.  J.. 325.  473.  4S5 

Wood  Bros   353  1  Wordin,  Dorc3s(Cook)464    Young.  George   35 

Wood,  C.  F..  189,  304,  374  (  Worden,  Elizabeth  C.  445    Young,  Isaac   315 

Wood,  D.  A   2471  Wordin,  Levi  169,  25S    Young,].  B    4^3 

Wood,  David-.   353  I  Wordin,  N.  E  372,  4S5    Young.  J.  R   35 

Wood,  F.  A..   357,  4S3  j  Wordin,  X.  S..  sketch  169.    Youngs,  James   igg 

Wood,  Frederick  190,  330,  1  461,  466   Youngs,  Joseph  322 

339  I  Wordin,  Thos.  C.  146,  i6g,    Youngs,  W.  H  467 

Wood,  Jos. .,179,  388,  393,  I     175,  326,  445,  461,  462  Zinijsen,  Frederic  W.  216, 

486  1        sketch..  464  217 
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